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exploring  uid  surrerinfr  eipediliong  of  tbe  gavemmenL  Letter  from 
tbe  secreloTf  of  tbe  Smithsonian  Institution,  transmittlDg 

"  '  totee  for  appropnetious  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  Pension  Office  for  the 
I  ending  June  30,  1865.     Letter  from  the  Commissioaer,  tronsmil- 

«  for  approprialjons  for  the  support  of  tbe  UetropoUton  Police  for 
the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  J865.  Letter  fiom  tbe  treotnrer  of  tbe  Metro- 
politan Police,  transmilliog ,. 

EMinolea  for  aj^roprlotions  for  the  EUpoort  of  the  Indian  department,  for 
hl&UJng  treaties,  and  for  general  iociOeDtal  expenses,  for  the  jeor  ending 
Jnne  30,  1865.    Letter  from  tbe  Comnjiisioaer,  transmitting 

Estimates  for  approprintious  for  the  support  of  tbe  War  Department  for  tbe 
jcor  ending  June  30,  1865.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wax,  tiani 

Estimates  for  i^ipropriaCions  for  Ibe  support  of  tbe  A^jlUant  General's  de- 

ement  for  the  fear  ending  Jane  30,  1865.     Letter  from  tbe  Adjutant 
ernl,  transmitting 

R«iiin»tj»«  Tot  appropri^ions  for  tbe  support  of  the  Frovoat  Marshal  Oen- 

eisl's  department  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  tbe  pa;  and  support  of  the  aimr  for  the 

year  ending  Jane  30,  1865 

Estimatea  for  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the  general  and  staff  officers 

of  Ibe  army  tor  the  jear  ending  June  30,  18(K 

Estimotea  for  approprialions  for  the  support  of  the  Engineer  Corps  of  Iho 

annj  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ]uijj> 

Estimate*  for  appropnadoiu  for  tbe  support  of  tbe  orduance  deportment 

for  the  jear  ending  June  30,  1863 

Estimotea  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  six  rej;iiiiDDt8  of  cavalry  for 

tbe  jcar  ending  Juob  30,  1665 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  four  regiments  of  artltler; 

fortheycar  ending  June  30,  1865 

Estimates  for  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  nineteen  re^ments  of 

infantry  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

"  "  latea  for  appropriations  for  the  pay  of  the  M]1itaT7  Academ;,  subsist- 

X)  of  officeis,  and  alloirances,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

as  for  appropriations  for  ibe  paj  of  volunteers  in  the  United  States 

a  for  tbe  year  eoding  June  30,  18K> 

a  for  appTopriHtloos  for  the  support  of  the  .Commissary  Oeneral's 

ment  for  the  year  endine  June  'M,  1865 

»  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Quartermaster  Oeneral's 

depoitmeitl  for  the  year  rnding  June  30, 1865.     Letter  from  the  Qtwrter- 

maaler  General,  trannmitling 

^'^'iftffi  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  medical  and  hoapital 

department  of  the  aimy  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 18ii5 

p— : — ._  r.,,  appropriations  required  for  the  ordnance  service  for  the  year 

iue30,  1865 

s  for  appropriations  reqnirod  by  tbe  engineer  department  far  the 

snpport  of  tbe  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

Eetimales  for  appropriations  for  tne  curront  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Miiilory  Academy  for  tbo  year  ending  Jane  30,  1665 


.Goo^^Ic 


EstimalM  for  appiVDriRtEoiii  nqolred  for  tbs  lapport  of  (be  eni^mer  ds- 

partmeitl  for  forUficaticiiu  for  tbe  j«ar  endinr  June  30,  1865 

Ettimate*  for  appropriatlona  for  tbe  aignal  Mmce  of  tbe  amiy  for  the  fiscftl 

jMt  snaing  Jmie  30,  ]B85 

Eatimatea  for  appropiiatiooa  for  tbe  enpport  of  tbe  Nttvy  Dep«rtnwDl  for 

the  j'esr  ending  JQue  30,  ISBS 

Ealimatei  for  appropriationB  for  the  lapport  of  the  Naval  Academj  fat  tbe 

jear  ending  Joiie  30, 1865 

Eatimstea  for  nppropriatiooB  for  the  lapport  of  the  Bnrean  of  Yards  Wid 

Docks,  of  the  nary,  for  the  jear  ending  June  30,  1SG5 

Eatimstes  for  appropritUions  for  the  support  of  the  Bnrean  of  Equipment 

and  Kecrniting,  of  the  navy,  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1865 

EatimalM  for  appropriatioiu  for  tbe  support  of  the  Bnrean  of  Navlgalion, 

In  the  narj,  lor  the  jgat  endioK  June  30,  1865 

Eitlmates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Naral  Obsertatwj  for 

tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1865  . 


EatiniBtas  for  appropriaUons  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordikance,  of 
the  navj,  for  ibe  year  ending  June  'M,  1865 

Eatimalee  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Bnrean  of  Constmction 
and  B«p^,  of  the  narj,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ]86l> 


Estimate  for  ftppropriatioDS  for  uw  support  of  the  Bnrean  of  Hnriiiona  and 
Clothing,  iuthenaTy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1665 


Estimates  for  appropriationi  for  the  support  of  the  Butmo  of  Uedicine  and 
Surgery,  In  tbe  nary,  for  the  year  ending  Ji 


Financea.    Annual  report  of  the  SeerstaTT-  of  the  Treasury  on  tl 


a. 

Oarnett,  employi  in  the  Treunry  DeparimeuL    Letter  fiom  the  Secmtarj 
of  the  Tr^ury  in  relation  to - -  - 

Garrard,  T.  T.,  General.    l*tter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
papers  relative  to  tbe  claim  of 

Gten.    Message  of  Ibe  President  of  tbe  United  Stateo, 
decree  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  tbe  British  "'' 

Qrabam,  J.  D.,  Colonel.     Beport  of- 


Hamburg.  Letter  from  the  President,  transmitting  letter  of  Joseph  A. 
Wright,  in  rebriion  to  international  eihibitioa  at .' 

Hardie,  James  A.,  Captain,  in  answer  to  a  iraolution  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard lo  tbe  morilef  of  Captain  I'heodore  lieed.    Letter  from 

Howqna,  steamer.  Letter  of  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  in  relation  to  tbe 
treatment  of  ibe  crew  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  and  Pugel's  Sound  Agricultural  CompaniAS.  Message  from 
the  PreaidenI  of  Ibe  United  States,  transmitting  report uf  the  claims  of  tbe. 

L 
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Ji  A^un.     Anniul  leport  of  tlie  ConumtaioiieT  of .... 
Papcn  *nd  docamtuU  mctomfomgiKg  tkt  aiact  n 


ORBOON  Sin^EHIKTElIDENCir. 


Ko. 

No.    4.  Siaiixl 

Ho,    5.  Heport  ol  ,    __  o      , 

Ko.    6.  BpJMrt  of  BenjamiD  Simpson,  agent  at  SileU  ftgenr?  -. 

Ho.    7.  Repatt  of  June*  B.  Btkykj,  phjsici&n  at  SileU  iig»D(7 

Ho.    8.  R/^rt  of  John  Willis,  farmer  at  gileti  agenc; 

No.    9.  Ri'port  of  George  HegffinBon,  farmer  at  mieti  agency 

No.  10.  Report  of  Robert  Hill,  farmer  at  Sileli  agencj 

No.  II,  Report  of  J.  11.  Claikp,  teacher  at  Sileti  agencj 

No.  I'Z.  Report  of  William  Logan,  agent  at  Warm  Spring  reserration  - - 

No.  I  J.  Re])ort  of  F.  B.  Chaae,  blackamilh  at  Warm  Spring  rescrvation- 

Nd.  14.  Report  of  W.  E.  8mart,  surveyor  at  Warm  Spring  reservation.. 

Ko.  m.  Report  of  J.  D.  Uorat,  miller  at  Warm  Spring  Teurration 

Ho.  16.  Report  of  George  C.  Cook,  wagonmaker  at  Warm  Spring  rosoT' 

Ko.  17.  Repoit  of  William  C.  McKay,  phyeician  at  Wann  Spring  reser- 

~ei>ort  of  If.  ICeaT«.  teacher  at  Warm  Snrinff  i 

it  Worm  Spring 

No.  SO.  Report  of  AmoB  Harvey,  snb-agent  at  Alteya  sub-agency  — 

No.  21.  Report  of  Tbomaa  Clarke,  farmer  at  Alaeya  aub-agency , 

No.  22.  Rpjwrt  of  J.  B.  CoDdon,  agent  at  Orande  Rondo  agency 

No.  33.  Report  of  C.  H.  Sawtelle,  teacher  at  Grande  Eonde  agency  .. 

No.  24.  Report  of  J.  M.  Uiller,  milter  al  Omnde  Rood*  agencv 

Ko.  25.  Report  of  W.  J.  Bridgefarmer,  teacher  at  Grande  Ronde  agency. 

No.  26.  Report  of  Nathaniel  HudBon,  physician  at  Grande  Rondeagency. 

Ko.  27.  Report  of  Jooeph  Sanuden,  superinleDiIeot of  hrmlogat  Grande 

Boade  agency .. 

CAUPORHM  SUPBBIKTEIIDENCT. 

Ko.  2?.  Bopoit  of  George  U.  Hanson,  mperinlending  agent  for  the 

northern  district 

Na  29.  Letter  of  same  relative  to  purchase  of  goods  in  New  York  cily, 

also  relatiVG  to  Round  valley 

Ho.  30.  I.etter  of  same  relative  to  defeat  in  CongTeas  of  bill  for  the  sale 

of  Nome-Lackee  and  Mendocino  reaerrations,  &c — 

No.  31.  Letter  of  same  relative  to  difficulties  existing  in  Round  valley. .. 
No.  32.  Letter  of  same  reporting  result  of  his  visits  to  the  Indian  roaer- 

vstions  in  California 

Ho.  33.  Letter  of  same  relative  to  killing  of  two  children  by  Indiaeo, 

and  proceedings  of  a  public  meeting  concerning  the  some 

No.  34.  Letter  of  Mune  reporting  distribution  of  goods,  &c ^ 

No.  l^.  Letter  of  same  reporting  (lestruction  of  property  and  provisions 

bywfairea 

Ro.  36.  Report  of  J.  P.  H.  Wentworth,  superintending  agent  for  southern 


le  relative  lo  bis  Indians  inhabiting  the  Owen's 


district . . 

No.  37.  Letter  from  si 
liver  country 

Ha  38.  Report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  above 

Ho.  38.  Deapntch  from  J.  P.  IL  Weiitwortb,  reporting  renewal  of  diffi- 
culties at  Owen's  river 

No.  40.  Despatch  from  Mme  calling  for  fiwds 


:vGoo^k' 


Title. 

VoL 

No. 

Papw 

MEW  MEXICO. 

3 

3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

3 

3 

3 
3 
3 

3 

3 

3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

3 
3 

3 

3 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

I 

1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

No.  «.  LetlerfromOenemLCarUonloAiljutantOeiieralThomimelatiTB 

Ho.  47.  Letter  from  W.  F.  M.  Amy,  wcretary  of  S»l«  of  New  Mexico, 

COLORADO  TERRITORy. 

No.  63.  Uiter  from  Governor  Evana  to  Agent  Wbilely,  Jnly  11,  IB63  - 
-No.  64.  Leiter  to  Special  A«Qt  J.  W.  Wright,  August  W,  1863 

257 
257 

Mo.  66i.  Iteport  of  John  Q.  Nicolay  refmive  to  Irdi^affiarB  in  Colorado 

DAKOTA  SUPERIHTENDENCT. 

N0.&I.  Annual  report  of  W.  A.  Barleigh,  agent  for  Yancton  SJoux 

Ho.  69.  Antiual  report  of  John  B.  Hoffman,  Hgent  for  Ibe  Poncas 

275 

277 

Ho  71.  I-eiier  from  Agent  8.  N.  Lalta,  reporting  condition  of  affairs  in 

■No.  72.  letter  of  Mcsn..  La  Bww,  Harkneaa  &.  Co.,  and  Agent  Henry 

No.  73.  Letter  ftom  Agent  8.  N.  Lntla,  United  Stales  agent,  on  the  some 

No.  75.  Hopott  lo  Secretory  of  the  Inlerior  of  January  t»).  iH&i,  rclaUve 

to  Iho  ucccsaity  of  sending  troops  to  the  Upper  Miasouri  country 

No.  76.  lieporttosameof  Marcbll,  16iU,  ou  the  same  subject 

265 

!i8rt 

letter  f  urn  H.  W.  Keed,  reporting  bis  inability  to  procure  escort  for 

No.  81.  Letter  from  Agent  U.  W.  Hoed,  reporting  relative  U  his  effort* 
to  repair  lo  bia  agency 

S8» 
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SODTHERll  BUPEnnrnXDUHTT. 

N«.  81}.  BepoTt  of  BoneriotendcDt  W.  G.  Coffin 

No.  &i.  Report  of  Joiitin  Harlan,  agent  for  Ibe  Cbon^ees ....... 

No.  8X  Btport  of  Ueorg«  A,  Cutler,  agent  for  tbe  Creeki 

No.  84.  Kcpoit  of  Isakc  Coleman,  agent  foi  tbs  Choclawi  and  Chicka- 

No.  m.  Report  of  H.  C.  K«tcbtuii,  pbjraieiu  for  the  toutbem  KfoRee 

Indiau . .... 

Vo.  86.  Report  of  G.  C.  Snow,  agent  for  the  Semioolea 

Ho.  87.  Report  of  E.  H.  Carratli,  agent  for  the  Witchila* 

No.  68.  Report  of  P.  P.  Elder,  aeeat  for  the  Oeages,  &c 

No.  09.  Ueport  of  Osage  manual  labor  icbool 

Ho.  90.  Report  of  A.  V.  Coffin,  directing  physician  for  norlbem  rofugee 

If«.  SI.  Ix^Ite^  from  Superintendent  Coffin  lelative  to  trauaportation  of 

■nppliiH  to  the  Cherokee  refugees 

Mo.  wi.  Letter  from  guperiniendent  Coffin  TBlativo  to  rudi  mode  Id  the 

Creek  and  Cheroliee  countries 

Ko.  93.  Leiier  from  SuperlnleodeDt  Coffin,  reporting  difficulties  betireen 

the  Oiugea  and  Wild  Dalawarefl 

Ho.  94.  I>E(ter  from  Superintendent  Coffin,  enduaiog  eopj  of  Icttt.  .. 

Colonel  William  H.  Pbiliipa  reUiiTo  to  iho  removal  of  the  Cherokee 

lefdgeea 

Ho.  96.  Letter  of  Colonel  Phillips,  above  referred  to 

Ho.  96.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Coffin  relative  to  difficnlliei  between 

the  OsBges  and  Delsvrares 

Ho.  97.  Letter  from  Superinlondrnt  Coffin,  reporting  altiick  bj  gneritlu 

OD  Dr.  i'almcr  and  Judge  Hilderbrand,  and  murder  of  the  latter 

Ha.  9C  Letter  from  Superintendent  Coffin,  reporting  illness  of  Opothloj- 

oliola,  and  feasibililf  of  making  treat/  witii  Che  Ci'eeks 

No.  99.  Leilcr  from  Superintendent  Coffin  relative  to  arrival  of  Cherokeea 

in  their  own  couDtrj  and  withdrawal  of  troops  therefrom 

No.  lOU    Letter  f  om  Suficriiilendent  Coffin  relative  to  the  condition  of 

athirs  n-ithia  his  Buporintimdency 

Hol  IDI.  l.otter  from  BnperintendBnt  Coffin  relative  to  depredations  c( 

mitted  by  '■jajhawkers." 

Hd.  iOSi.  Loiter  from  Superintendent  Coffin,  encloBing  one  from  Ageni 

Harlan  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Cherokees  at  Fort  Gibson.  - 

So.  103.  Letter  from  Agent  Harlan,  above  referred  to 

No.  104.  Letter  from  Saperintendent  Coffin  relatiTo  to  subsiatence  of  the 

Cberokcos 

Bo.  105.  Answer  to  the  above 

Ho.  106.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Coffin,  reporting  captnre  by  Osages 

of  a  party  of  rebels  passing  (brongh  (boii  country 

Ho.  107.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Coffin,  enclosing  letters  from  Agents 

Canulb  and  Uartin  relative  to  apropoaod  council  with  certain  Indiunn 

al  Toriuice  with  each  other 

So.  IDB.  Letter  from  Agent  Martin,  above  referred  to 

Ho.  IDS.  Letter  from  Agent  Cnuuth,  abovo  referred  to .' 

No.  110.  Letter  from  Snpenntondent  Coffin  relative  to  train  of  supplies 

sent  to  the  Cherokee  nation 

Ho.  111.  Letter  liom  Superintendent  Coffin,  enclosing  report  of  Henry 

Smith  relative  to  affairs  at  Fort  Gibson 

Ho.  1 12.  Keport  above  referred  to,  from  Henry  Smith 

Ho.  113.  Letterfrom3uperintendentCoffiD,enclO'ingBtatometitof Agent 

Harlan  relative  to  tho  Cherokee  refugees  at  Fort  GibsOD 

Ho.  113|.  Statement  above  referred  to 

Ko.  114.  Letter  from  Saperintendent  Coffin,  enclosing  reports  of  Special 

Agent  A  Q.  Proctor  relative  to  the  aOoirs  of  the  Cnerokccs  and  othc- 

tefugcea  at  Fort  Gibson 

Ho.  115.  Reports  of  Agent  Proctor,  of  July  31  and  August  9,  above  n 

Ho.  116.  Lelt«r  from  Superintendent  Coffin  rotative  to  return  of  soutbora 
tifiigcea  to  tbeii  bones..... ....   ..*.......................... 


Ho.  117.  Letter  from  Special  Agent  H.  Oooklns,  aceotDpaxtjing  above  .. 
No.  117^,  Letter  from  SaperintendeQt  Coffin,  transmitting  a  report  from 

Aicent  Prortor  relative  to  a  recent  rebel  raid  in  tbe  Cberohee  tountiy  .. 

Ho.  11"I.  foport  above  refsned  to 

Np.  118.  Adclreea  of  rebel  commiiBionei  of  Indian  afioini  to  the  wuthem 

Indians,  Bccompanjing  above 

No.  1 19.  Letter  frotn  John  Roai,  6tc,  Jlc,  relative  to  laws  ^sed  by 

the  Ofaerukee  couuctl,  ubolisliiDK  slaveiy  and  deposing  rebel  officers,  &,c. 
Ho.  }W  PiDclatDation  of  John  Koss  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  ct  ~ 

spondence  between  him  and  rebel  officen 

CENTRAL  SCPEItrKTESSEKCT. 

Ho.  121 .  Itcport of  H.  B.  Branch,  snperlntendent 

No.  122.  lieport  of  V,  Johnson,  agent  for  tbe  DolawareB 

No.  12J.  UepoTt  of  Boverend  John  U.  Pratt,  superintendent  of  tbe  DeU- 

No.  124.  Letter  to  Agent  Jobnaon,  June  2,  186.1,  relative  to  removal  of 

tbeDelawures 

No.  125.  Jtcport  of  0.  H.  Irish,  agent  for  tbe  Omabas 

No.  I'JS.  Itfport  of  Kevoiend  R.  1.  BnrtL,  missionary  for  the  Omaboa  . .. 
No.  I'ZI.  licpoit  of  C.  C.  Hntchinson,  agent  for  the  Ottatros,  Ac  .. 

No.  I2H.  Kepoitof  C.  1).  Keith,  agent  for  the  Kickapoog 

Ho.  laa.  Ki'port  of  G.  A.  Cotton,  agent  for  the  Osa^^  Giver  Indians 

Ho.  130.  Bfportof  W.  W.  Boss,  agent  for  the  PottairaiomicB 

No.  1:11.  Report  of  B.  F.  Lnshbaugh,  agent  for  the  Pawneas 

No.  132.  Ueportof  K.  0.  Platta,  teacher  for  the  Pawnees 

No.  133.  Report  of  C.  H.  Whalcf,  fanner  for  the  Pawnees 

No.  134.  Report  of  II.  W.  Uartin,  agent  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 

Ho.  13r>.  Report  of  R.  F.  Duval,  teacher  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 

No.  13tl.  Report  of  J.  P.  Uoker,  agent  for  tbe  Ottoes  and  Missourias... 

No.  137.  Rei>ort  of  John  Loree,  a)^nt  lor  tbe  Upper  Ptalte  agency 

Ho.  138.  n«port  of  H.  W.  Famsworth,  agent  for  the  Kansas  lodiuns. . 

No.  1%).  Ifepurt  of  T.  8.  HufhkeT,  farmer  for  the  Kansas  Indians 

No.  140.  lioport  of  M.   Etubbs,  superintendent  Kansas  atanual  labor 

Ho.  141.  Report  of  J.  A.  Buibank,  agont  for  the  Great  Nemaba  agency. 
Ho.  143.  Report  of  W.  II.  Hann,  teacher  for  tbe  Great  Nemaba  agency. 
Ho.  143.  Re^it  of  M.  Griffin,  farmer  for  Iba  Great  Nemaha  agency. . 

KORTKEBX  nPFJUMTEIIDeRCT. 

Ho.  144.  Reportof  T.  J.  Galbraitb.  agent  for  the  Siotu,  for  1863 

Ho.  145.  Report  of  L.  E.  Webb,  agent  for  tbe  Chippewos  of  Lake  Supc- 

Ho.  140.   Report  of  V.  Smith,  physician  for  tbe  Cblppenas  of  Lake 

Ho.  147.  Report  of  J.  A.  Wilstm,  farmer  for  tbe  ChippewM  of  Lake 
SnpcTior .., 

No.  14tt.  Letter  of  instructions  to  gnperintendent  C.  W,  Thompson,  of 
April  6,  liJCJ,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago 
Indians — .. 

Ho.  140.  Letter  to  Superintendent  Thompson,  of  April  9,  1663,  on 
same  subject 

No.  15U.  Letter  to  Agent  St.  A.  D.  Balcombe,  enclosing  copy  of  act  of 
Congress  on  the  sauie  snbiccl 

No.  lul.  Copy  of  act  of  Congress  above  mentioned 

No.  153.  Letter  IVom  Superiutendent  Thompson,  of  April  Sd,  on  the  same 

No.  153.  Letter  fhim  same,  of  Juno  1,  on  tbe  same  subject 

No.  154.  Letter  from  Charles  E.  Mix,  of  Uay  21,  on  the  same  subject .. 

No.  155.  Letter  from  Hiuiie,  of  May  V!>,  on  the  same  subject 

No.  IST).  Letter  from  K.  C.  Oliu,  assistant  adjutant  geuefnl.  enclosing 

list  of  S'oui  Indians  and  half-breeds  encamped  at  Fort  Snclling 

No.  157.  Letter  fraoi  Superintendent  Thompson  in  regard  to  sites  selected 

by  him  in  Dakota  for  the  Siooi  and  Wiunebagoet  


Ho.  156.  Letter  fTom  Soperintondoiit  TbompMni  relBtive  to  eatftblisUDK 

raservatiani  for  Ibe  Sioux  and  WinnobaEoea 

Ho.  159.  Letter  rront  Dngsdi  a  Genenil  Soil;  relative  to  the  candltion  of 

tke  WinnebiipiCT  renicved  to  Dakota 

Ho.  160.  Lpllec  from  the  Secret&cy  of  WM.eDdoeiog  letter  from  Biigndier 

Genmil  Sulle;  on  tbe  BSaiB  subject . . 

Ko-  lt>l.  Letter  of  Ge..enil  SuIIdj  above  referred  lo 

N«.  let.  Letter  to  Agent  Sl  A.  D.  fialeombe  in  rektiou  to  site  aelected 

for  tbe  Winnebagoes 

No.  163.  Letter  lo  fiuperinteDdent  Thompson,  eocloaing  one  fFam  Supei- 
intendeDt  1(.  B.  Branch,  with  commnnicatiaD  from  £g«iit  0. 11.  Iriith, 

rclalive  lo  the  Winoebagoes  amvins  at  the  Omaha  agency 

No.  1&4.  Letters  of  HupenDlendeDt  Branch  and  Agent  lri«h,  above  rt>- 

forrcd  lo - ... 

No.  16-S.  Letter  to  same  on  the  Bame  nibject 

Ko.  166.  Leit«r  from  Ag«nt  A.  C.  Morrill  relative  to  the  feeling  of  tbe 

Chippevros  under  hia  charge 

No.  Ib7.  Leilur  from  Cbarlea  E.  Mil  relative  to  sale  of  liquor  to  the  Chip- 
pewa* »nd  interview  with  Uole-iD-the-daj' 

Ko.  168.  Letter  from  same,  reporting  interview  with  HoiB-iii'tlie.day. 
No.  161>.  Letter  from  Uole-in-the^da;  relative  to  the  Chippewas  of  1 

UiBsisaippi 

No.  JTO.  l.elter  to  Supcrialendenl  Thompson,  enclosing  amtdrj  letters 

from  Agent  Momll  relative  Lo  the  Chippewas 

No.  171.  Xetter  from  lutme,  eaclosiug  one  from  A(^t  Horrill  ihawing 

thseonditioD  of  affairs  at  Leech  lake 

No.  172.   Letter  from  Agent  Morrill 

No.  17:1  Letter  from  Agent  Morrill,  showing  tho  feeling  of  the  Indiam 

under  his  charge 

Ho.  174.  Letter  from  Agent  L.  E.  Webb  relative  to  a  visit  of  a  party  of 

Chippewas  of  Hod  lake  to  hia  agency 

Mo.  175.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  commanicalion 
from  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  supplying  arms  to  Indians  of  tbs  northwest. 

Ho.  176-  Letter  of  Lord  Lyons  rcferrea  lo  above 

Ha.  177.  Communicaliun  to  Lord  Lyons,  accompanying  above 

Ho.  178.  Letter  from  the  Hecrelarr  of  State,  enclosing  copy  of  letter  of 
A.  G.  Dallas,  govemoi-in-chJel  of  Rupert's  Land,  to  General  Gibley, 

KVing  an  account  of  an  interview  with  Little  Crow,  chief  of  the  Siotix 
dians 

Bo.  171).  Letter  from  Governor  Dallas  above  referred  to 

Ko.  ISO.  Lutter  from  Aleiaudcr  Eamsey,  governor  of  Minnesota,  relative 

to  tbe  negotiation  of  a  trenty  with  the  Chippewas  of  Bed  lake  and 

Pembina 

Ho.  Itl.  Letter  from  same  on  the  same  subjecl 

Ko.  \»L  Letter  from  same  on  the  same  subject 

No.  \Ai.  Letter  of  instructioiu  to  the  Hoard  of  Visiton  to  tho  Chippewa 

Indians 

No.  1st.  Brport  lo  the  Secretory  of  the  Interior  retativo  to  tha  Wiruw- 

iMgoes  who  desire  to  remain  in  Minnesota 

No.  I6b.  Keply  of  tiie  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  lo  tbe  above 

Hoi  186.  Instructions  to  tbe  appruisera  of  the  Winnebago  lands  relative 

to  ibe  above  subject .' 

Ho.  187.  Bepon  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Chippewas  of  Lake 

Superior 

OREEN   BAT  ACEDCr, 

No.  188.  Report  of  M.  U.  Davis,  a^nt 

Ho.  mo.  Report  of  H.  H.  Maftin,  tanner  lor  Ibe  Menomoneea 

No.  190.  Report  of  Bevcrend  J.  Slingorland,  Iracber  for  the  Menomonees- 
No.  ISI.  Report  of  William  Willond,  teacher  for  the  Menomonee*-. 

No.  I9i,  Rfporl  of  Jane  Uousnuui,  teacher  for  the  Menomonees 

No.  193.  Report  of  Kate  Uousman,  teacher  for  the  Menomonees 

No.  19^.  Bepoit  of  R.  Dousman,  teacher  for  the  Menomonees 

No.1%.  UeponofE.  A.  Goodnongh,  toocher  foe  tbeMenomoneee.. 


ytoOglC 


No.  196.  Eeport  of  Alvk  Smith,  roremim  for  the  Heoamoneea 

No.  197.  Beport  of  Ogdea  Brooka,  blacksmith  for  the  Meaomoneea, 

No.  IDS.  Kbpurt  of  E.  Murdock,  miller  for  the  Meuomoaeea 

Ho.  199.  Dcapatoh  from  Uajor  GcdctoI  John  Pope  relative  to  depredo- 


tioiu  bj  wandering  WiimebagDea  .. 
No.  200.  Dospstcb  from  SuperinteDtlcn 


ThompBOD  OD  the  Rame  aubject. 
No.  301.  Report  of  the  fiecretaiy  of  the  lulerior  on  the  auae  »ubj«ct.. 

No.  aai.  l.cller  to  General  Pope  on  the  aame  subject 

No.  203.  Letter  froto  the  Secrolaiy  of  tho  Interior  on  tbe  tame  lubjcct. 
No.  2(14.  Loiter  ftom  Brigadier  Oeneral  Canb;  on  the  aame  subject.  -■ 
No.  iJOi).  Letivr  fiom  EdwtLrd  SoloDion,  governor  oi  Wiiconain,  eucl<i«ing 

correiipondetice  with  Mtu or  Oeiteral  Pope  on  the  some  subject 

No.  2U6.  Letter  to  Qeneral  Pope,  accompany ing  the  above 

No.  2li7.  Letter  from  Genersi  Pope,  occotupanvin^  the  above 

Ho.  208.  Dei>pat('b  to  General  Pope,  ucconipanyiug:  the  above 

Mo.  2<j9.  Letter  from  Governor  Sulomon,  enclosing  one  from  Hon.  J.  T. 

Kingaton  on  tbe  same  subject 

No.  210.  LiHerof  J.  T.  Kingston  above  referred  to 

No.  SI  I.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Wiscoositi,  accompaofing  the  tdwre... 

Mo.  212.  Letter  from  Governor  Solomon  on  the  same  an^'ect 

Mo.  tilit.  Lrtter  from  the  Secrelar;  of  War,  eneloaing  conetpondence 

with  General  Pope  on  ibe  same  subject 

No.  214.  CorretpoDdenco  above  referred  to '. 

Ho.  215.  Lettvr  from  Governor  Solomon,  endoaing  petition  on  tbe  same 

■ubjoci 

Ho.  216.  Petition  above  mentioned 

No.  217.  Letter  to  Hon.  W.  D.  Mcludoe  on  the  same  Bubject 

No.  218.  Letter  from  Agent  M.  M.  Davis  on  the  same  aubiect 

No.  319.  Letter  from  M.  M.  Davis,  enclosiog  one  from  tbe  cbiefa  of 

HenoQionees  on  ibe  aatne  subject 

Ho.  33U.  Letter  fioni  tbe  chiefs  ubove  referred  to 

Ho.  2^1.  Letter  from  Governor  Bolomon,  enclosing  petition  of  citizens  of 

Polk  eooDiyon  the  subject 

Ho.  iBia.  Petition  ttbovo  referred  to 

No.  22J.  Letter  to  Governor  Solomon  oo  tbaaanm  subject 

Ho.  2^1.  Letter  from  Hon.  W.  I).  Mclndoe  on  the  same  subject 

No.  225.  Letter  from  Hon.  W.  D.  Mclndoo  on  the  same  subject 

Mo.  226.  Letter  to  Governor  Solomon  on  the  same  subject 

Mo.  227.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Thooipson,  enclosing  report  of  J. 

C.  Ramsey  on  tbe  same  subject 

No.  22S.  Kcport  of  J.  U.  Bamsey  above  referred  to 

Ho.  229.  Petition  to  Qenerot  Smith  from  G.  W.  Bitiley  mtd  124  others... 

mCHIGAX  AOBMCY. 

Ho.  230.  Beportof  D.  C.  Leach,  agent 

HBW  YORK  AOENCT. 

Ho.  931.  BeportofD.  £.  Sill,  agent 

XISCELLAKEOUS. 

No.  232.  ComrontiicatioQ  (rom  Charles  D.  Poston,  superintendent  for 
Arixuna,  relative  to  Indian  a^rs  in  that  Territory 

Ho.  233.  Letter  to  Supeiintendeul  Ponton,  giving  instructions  relative  to 
the  Papagos 

No.  234.  Letter  from  Orion  Clemena,  acting  governor  of  Nevada,  of  July 

No.  2^5.  Letter  from  J.  T.  Lockbort,  agent,  relative  to  the  F^ute 
Indiitns 

No.  236.  letter  from  J.  D.  Doly,  superintendent  for  Utah,  relative  to  tbe 
Ute  Indians 

No.  237.  I«ttcr  from  some  relative  to  Ibe  Indians  in  Utah 

Ho.  23&  Letter  from  same  relative  to  a  tiuaty  with  tho  tiboBhonee* 


No.  239.  Letter  from  «ame  rapoitiiii;  d«tail«  of  hi*  notthem  expedi^on 
■mODg  tba  ladiaiu 

Na  V40.  Report  of  A.  A.  Baocroft,  ageot  br  tho  Takimai,  in  WHhington 
Teiriloij 

Mo.  241.  BeportofH.  C  TbompsoD,  rarmer  for  tha  Takimaa 

No.  3*2.  Tabnlw  ■tMementB  of  Indiui  tnul  fundi,  niunbered  1,  3,  3,  4, 

No.  243.  Statement  of  liftbUitiM  to  the  Indian  tribw  tu^sr  tnatj  stipu- 

Kd.  844.  Statement  of  popnlation,  wenltti,  edocatioo,  knd  agricultur 
•mong  tbe  diflerent  Indiui  tribet 

X 1.  Report  of  Elijah  Steele,  BnperintendiD;;  aeent  for  the  Dorthern  dis- 
trict of  California,  with  ezhihiti  accompanymg  the  tome,  nuoibcred 
&om  one  to  Inelve  iuclonlva 

A  2.  Report  of  Jomea  W.  Sje,  govenior  and  ex-officio  anperiutendent  of 
Indian  aBaiis  of  Nevada 

A  3.  Report  of  J»Dtea  D.  Dotj,  Boperiutendent  uf  Indian  afiain  for  Utah. 

A  4.  CouimnnicalioQ  Ironi  John  Etsdb,  ^vemor  and  ez-officio  superin- 
lendcnt  of  Indian  affaira  of  Cutorado,  submitting  atatement  and  — 
respondcnce  relative  to  aolicipaiod  lodian  hostilities 

AG.  Rrport  of  LareDtoLabftdi,  agent  forlnjlanain  New  Mexico.....   . 

A  6.  Bc^iort  of  Hon,  Aleunder  Bamsay,  of  Hinnesola,  relative  to  tbe 
nqcuiiitioD  of  a  trealv  with  the  CblppewM  of  Red  Lake  and  Pembina, 
■nd  cuaotil  bcld  w  ith  the  Cbippewu  of  tbe  Hisalisi ppt ; 

A  7.  Ri^pori  of  Calvin  U.  Hale,  •uperiniendent  of  Wash ington  Terrilor]'. 

AS.  Report  of  A.  C.  UorriU,  agent  for  tbe  Cbippewaa  of  the  Misciwippi. 

IKDUH  TirST  FVXD. 

StMement  of  Indian  tnut  fand  No.  1 

it  of  Indian  tnut  fiind  No.  2.. .. 

It  of  Indian  tnst  fimd  No.  3-... . 

Indiana  in  New  Mexico.    Letter  fhim  tbeSecretorj  of  tbe  Interior,  retom- 

mending  an  appropriation  for  tbe 

Indiana,  Witmebago,  report  for  the  reliefof  pra^emptonon  tbe  home  reae 

ration  of  the.    L«lter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Intoriar  Bubmitltng 

Indiana,  Navajo.     Letter  from  the  Secretarj  of  the  Interior  nslcing  a 

appropriation  for  tbe 

IndianB,  Hioiu,  claims  for  depredatioDS  bj  the.     Letter  from  the  Secretar? 

of  the  Interior  in  relation  lo 

Indiana,  Navajo.     Letter  from  the  Sectelar;  of  tbe  Interior  in  relation  to 

approprialiona  for  the 

Indun  agent.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  rocommendjng  a 

Indian*,^  Siodi  and  Winnelwgo.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

Tecommending  an  appropriation  for  tbe ■ 

Itu<i«>n   Kiowaj,  Apache  and  Camanche,  ^tpointmant  of  an  agent  for 

the,  and  apprapriatiDn  for  the  aaioa.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

interior,  recommending 

Indlaaa,  ChippewA.     Loiter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  tho  Interior  in  relation 

lotbo 

Indiana,  New  York,  payment  of.    Letter  from  the  Secretory  of  the  Interior 

in  relation  to  the 

Indiana,  Chippewa.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recomoiond' 

ing  appropnationa  to  fnlfil  treaty  stipnlationi  with  the. 

Iniliiuu,  Dakota.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  recommending 

an  appropriation  for  the 

Indian  ttiba.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inleriot  asking  appropria- 

tona  for  variooa 

Insane.    Annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitora  and  auperintendent  of  con. 

■tntction  ol'  the  govamment  hospital  for  tbe 

Interior.    Annnai  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

InterioT,  tranamiiting  a  atatement  of  contingent  eipenaea  lot  the  year  end- 

iiVJane30,  1863.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 


InlerioT,  bnDsinittiD^  a  iteltiineot  of  the  namea  of  clerki  and  other  p«non« 

emplojed  in  hia  departmeDt.    Letter  tram  tbe  Secretai;  of  the 

lulenor,  recommeudiiig  appropriation  aaked  for  bj  the  CominiiBianer  of 

T>"iiaD  Affairs  for  tbe  Indian  Mirice  in  New  Heuco,     Letter  from  tbe 

8ecrel&r7  of  the 

Interior,  siibniittiD^  report  for  relief  of  pre-emptors  uti  the  liome  rewrvation 

of  tbe  Winnebagoes.     Letter  from  the  Secrelarjr  of  the 

Interior,  recommendinr  appropriatioti  for  the  Quapaw  Indiana.     Letter 

fkvm  the  Secretai;  of  the 

Interior,  tmnemitling  report  of  commiBSioneTa  on  claims  for  dapredatlon* 

committed  bj  the  ttioax  Indiaiu.     Letter  from  tbe  Becretarj  of  the 

Interior,  in  relation  lo  appropriation!  for  tbe  Nar^jo  Indians.     Letter  from 

tbe  SecrelBiyof  the 

Interior,  rrcommendirir  an  appropriation  for  the  IfaT^jo  Indiana.    Letter 

from  the  Sucieturv  oT  the ■ 

Interior,  recummending  increase  of  salary  of  Indian  agent.    Letter  front 

the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago 

Indians.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the '. 

Interior,  recommending  appointment  of  agent  for  the  Kiotray,  Apache  and 

Camancho  Indians.     Letter  from  the  Secielary  of  tbe 

Interior,  imaaDiiLiing  esiimates  of  anoont  to  cany  oat  the  atipulatloos  Ot 

die  Chippewa  treat;  of  March,  IS63.  I^ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the.. 
Interior,  with  reference  lo  the  pay  of  Mew  York  Indiana.    Letter  from  the 

Secretary  of  Ibo 

Interior,  recommending;  appropriations  to  fblfil  treaty  stipnlations  with  tbe 

Chippewa  Indians.     Letter  fmm  the  Secretary  of  the 

bterior,  recommending  appropriations  for  Tarions  Indian  trilie*.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  or  the 

Interior,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  the  lodiaa  serrice  in  (be 

Territory  of  Dakota.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  nvom  in  ending  appropriations  to  fulfil  treaty  stipnlations  with 

yariouB  ludiaa  tribos.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  in  relsiioo  to  appropriatloit  for  the  Waaliingloii  aqnedncL    Letter 

liom  the  Becn-tary  of  the 

Intomationa]  Congress  at  Berlin,  report  of  Samnel  B.  Boggles.    Letter 

&om  the  Secretary  of  Stale  transmitting ...... 

Iowa.    Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  g^enl  of 


Jay  Cooke  &.  Co.    Letter  from  theSecretaryofUiaTreamuy  in  relation  to 

the  sale  of  United  Sutes  securities  by 

Jndge  Advocate  General.    Beport  of  the... 


H  and  Nebraska.    Beport  of  the  inrrajoc  geiMril  of . . 


Land  Office.    Annnal  report  of  the  Commisuoner  of  the  General 

Paftn  aaamfampMg  tk*  abevt. 

No.  ].  Extracts  from  Wm.  P.  Blake's  report  respecting  the  miiteralog^cal 
and  mining  interests  of  the  Pacific  slope 

Ko.  2.  Statement  of  surveying  returns  for  the  fiscal  rearending  June  30, 
1663,  aud  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1^ 

No.  3.  Bales  and  other  disposals  of  public  lands  during  the  five  qnarters 
Mdine  September  30,  1833 

No.  i.  Statement  eibibitiog  tbo  quantity  of  land  selected  for  the  several 
States  under  Ibo  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  S,  1840,  and 
B^tember  ^,  1S50,  np  to  and  ending  S^ember  30, 1663 


DigizedtyGOOgle 


Ka.  S.  StateiDMit  esUbitiDK  the  qnaiititj  of  Uod  approved  to  Ibeseveral 
Statu  nnder  the  acu  of  CongreM  approved  Mvcb  2,  1349,  and 
September  28,  IffiO,  nn  to  and  ending  8«pleniber  30,  Irt63 

Ko.  6.  Statement  ozhibilmg  Ibe  qoaniit;  of  land  patented  to  tbe  ceveral 
States  under  the  act  of  CoiiBT»ui  approved  September  'iS,  1850 

No.  7.  Condition  of  bonnt;  laod  basineu  under  bcIs  of  1847,  1850, 
1852,  and  1^5,  ihowing  Ibe  iunes  and  locationi  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operatioQ*  under  said  nctR  to  September  30,  1863 

Ko.  H.  Statement  of  pnblic  lands  Botd,  of  eosh,  &c.,  leeeived  therefor, 
of  incidental  expeiuea  thereon,  and  of  parmenU  into  the  treaaury 
on  BceouDt  thereof,  on  Jniy  1 .  ISTij,  and  etidinf*  June  30,  I8G3 

No.  9.  Statement  of  pnbtic  lands  nold.  of  cash  roccired  therefor:  nnmber 
of  acrei  euteitd  nnder  the  honienleHd  law  of  May  20,  I86S;  com- 
miuionj  received  under  Cth  «ection  of  laid  act,  and  slatemcnt  of 
incidental  eipeniMa  ibereoo,  and  of  payinenbi  into  the  treasnry  on 
account  Ibcreof  in  the  Hocond  half  of  the  liiKat  voar  coamtenclDg 
Jnly  1,  iwa,  and  ending  Juno :».  Irt63 

Ko.  III.  Ealimatet  of  appropriations  rt>rinired  for  tlio  office  of  the  Com- 
miaakmer  of  the  QcaeTHi  Land  Once  for  tbe  liacal  year  ending 
June;!)),  1B(J5 

No.  II.  Entimalea  of  approprialions  tor  the  aun'cying  department  for 
ibefiiral  year  ending  Juno  :IU.  IlK.'i 


Unda  for  (lie  fiscal  yen 

S<..|:l.  E-timaiwofa],   .,     .     __   _  __ 

r  deficianciea  for  tlw  lucat  year*  ending  J 


tppply  c 


Ko.  14.  Keporti  of  iarveyor«  general,  and  accompanying  maps,  (A  to  F, 

inrlucivf) 

Ko.  I.  Lake*,  northvresteni.    Report  of  the  survey  of  tbe 

Ko.  3.  London  inlomational  exhibition.    Keport  of  the  caatmlaaloncr 


Heia^e  from  the  President  of  iho  United  States  In 
relation  to 


HcLcan,  Major  N. 

UetTDpolitan  Police.     Report  of  the  Boaid  of. 

Mexico.    Ueasage  from  the  Preaident  of  the  Cnited  States 

Hititaiy  AcademT.  Letter  from  Ibe  Secretary  of  War  in  rotation  to  tho 
examioaUon  of  fadeta  to  tho 

Uinneiota.     Annual  report  of  tbe  surveyor  general  for  the  district  of. 

Itissaori  loililis.  LeUer  from  the  Sevrolary  of  War  in  relation  to  pay 
of  tbe. 


Ktk  1.  National  canal  convention-    Hemorial  of  tho    

No.  8.  Naval  code.     Letter  from  Charles  B.  SedgvFick,  commlMioner, 

Iranimilting  the  draught  of  a -- 

Ko.  4.  Nebtaaka.    Annual  report  of  the  sniveyor  genera]  of  Kansas 


Ko.  5.  New  Ueiico.    Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  .. 
Ko.  3.  Navy.    Annual  report  of  the  Secletary  of  tbe •.  .... 

Papen  atctmpanfing  Its  alore  npcrt. 
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Stnlcmnnt  or  7«wel»  enptnred  or  deatroved  from  Maj,  18S1,  to  Octo- 
ber ai,  1863 

A. —List  of  daathn,  lesi^atiom,  and  dumiaBols  in  the  hkvsI  Mfrieo  udm 
December  1,  1868 

B. — Report  of  the  bosrcl  of  vigittm  to  the  Naval  Acadatoy    

C — Bejiorl  of  the  cmioo  of  the  practice-ahtp 

D.— Vessels  loat  in  the  naval  aervico  ftoin  December,  1863,  to  December, 
]863 

Ko.  1.  Detailed  estimiUo*  for  the  ofGce  of  lbs  SecietaT;  of  tbo  Navy, 
■outhweat  executive  baildiufTi  ^od  NsTnl  Academj 

No.  2.  Report,  deified  ealimate^  Jcc.,  of  the  Duieau  of  Tarda  and 
Docks 

No.  3.  Report  and  detailed  eitimatee  of  the  Buroan  of  Equipmeol  and 

No.  4.  Detailed  ealimntes  of  the  Bnre&u  of  NnvigBtion 

No.  5.  Report,  detailed  estimatci,  &c.,  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance 

No.  6.  Report,  detailed  ostiinatea,  &.C.,  uf  the  Bureau  of  Conslniction 

aud  Repair 

No.  7.  Detailed  estimates,  dtc,  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  EDgineering  ... 
Nu.  8.  Report,  detailed  estlmnleB,  &j:.,  of  tbc  Bureau  of  Proviiiotu  and 

Clothing 

No.  9.  Report,  detailed  estimates,  &c.,  of  the  Burean  of  Medkliio  and 

SargeiT 

Vo.  lU.  Report  of  the  commandant,  and  detailed  eslimalea  of  the  pay- 

maaleraDi!  qnartermaster  of  the  marine  corps 

No.  11.  Gcnernl  eatimateg  (civil)  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  bureaui, 

and  souihnest  executive  building 

No.  \'i.  SummaTy  estimate  fur  the  naval  service 

No.  1:1.  General  estimate — navy  proper 

No.  14.  General  estimate — manuecoriw 

No.  II).  General  estimate — special  objects  under  control  of  the  Navy 

Department -.. 

No.  lli.  Estimate  of  deficiencies,  &c 

No.  IT.  Comptroller's  stalemeot  of  navy  appropriMloDS,  expeutUtures, 

and  balanceB ■ 

No.  IB.  Abstracts  of  expenditures  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  "con- 
tinfRDt  expenses"  of  the  navy,  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  accounts 
at  ibe  Fourtb  Auditor's  office,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  3U, 

1863 

No.  I'X  Iron  rolling-mills  of  the  west 

Navy,  niatiug  to  the  treatment  of  the  officers  and  rreir  of  the  United 

Slates  steamer  Howqua.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  with  rorerencs  to  the  distribntiotl  of  prize  mouey.     Letter  from  tbo 

Becrelar;  of  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  supplies  for  that  department.  Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the 

Navy,  transmitting  a  report  of  Admiral  Footo  in  relation  to  a  western 

nuvy  yard.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretarv  of  the 

Navy,  in  relation  to  gmdo  of  line  officers  of  the  United  Stales  navy. 

Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  answer  to  resolutioii  of  the  lloimo  in  rclnllon  to  the  disposition  of 

pnie  cases  in  New  York.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  answer  to  lenolutio;.  of  tbe  House  in  i^gnri]  to  the  rebel  ram  In 

the  rebel  attack  on  Plymouth.    Letter  from  the  ijecretaiy  of  the 

Navy,  tmnsmittingaligt  of  steam  vessels  Huilahte  for  carrying  m^ls  to 

and  fmin  foreign  ports.    Letter  from  tbe  Sucreiary  of  the 

Navy,  traiiHmiiting  proceedings  of  tbe  cuun-martiiJ  which  tried  Commo- 

doro  Charles  Wilkes.    I.clicr  from  the  Secretary  of  the - 

Navy,  tntnauiiltin|r  pvocecdiups  of  the  court  of^  inquiry  in  the  caw  oif 

Cumniudoie  Wilkes,    letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  in  answer  to  rosolntious  of  th«  Hotue  and  Senate  iiv  relutlm  to  the 
opemtiona  of  armored  vexsebi  employed  In  the  serric*  of  the  United 
States.    Letter  from  the  Secietary  of  the , 
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Paftrt  aetmKfamgimg  Uufare£*Ug. 

From  report  or  Stcreturyof  the  K»vy,  Jnly  4,  1961 

Act  of  CoQgnsi  •athoriiing  the  coiutnietioii  of  iron-clnds 

C^j  of  adrcTtiMnneQt  oiling  for  plana  and  gpeciflcatioiu 

Order  ooDTeainv  a  board  la  ezamire  plaiiB  for  buildiDg  iron-clodi  . . 
BepoTtof  board  to  examini-  plana  of  iron-clada,  underact  of  August  3, 

From  the  report  of  the  SeercUuy  of  the  Nav;,  December  2,  1961 

From  the  report  of  tba  Socrefary  of  the  Ha*y,  December,  1,  1862 

From  Ibe  report  of  the  Secreiaiy  of  the  Navy,  December  7,  1863 

Ericuon'g  inceplion  of  manilor  vesgeli 

LatUr  from  Mr.  Ericaaon  icktiTs  to  contract  for  monitor -' 

AniTal  of  tha  monitor  at  Hampton  Roads 

AuBtant  Secretary  Fox's  telegram  of  (he  actinn  at  Hampton  Boad* . . 
AliiRant  Secretai7  G.  V.  Fox'i  telegram  to  General  McClellan  relalivo 

to  the  fight  nt  Hampton  Buad* 

Hajor  Generml  Wool's  tel<vnim  ralatire  to  condition  of  affairs  in  Hamp- 

toaRoads 

TIm  PrasrJent  dirccta  that  the  monitor  shall  not  go  Doattendeil  to  Korfoik. 

Captain  John  Marst^n's  report  of  the  attack  of  the  Uenimack 

Capiun  Van  Brunt's  aeconnt  of  the  Uinneaola's  engogomeut  with  the 

Htfrimsck 

Cs^n  Purrianoe's  report  of  the  Merrimack's  attack 

Cluef  Enpneer  Stlmers'a  report 

hnMn  of  the  monitor  from  Kew  York  to  Hampton  Roads 

FWOficer  GoldsboTouch  reports  sending  three  vessels  up  James  river, 

•iii«bollinKSewall'sPoinl,M8y8,  18&2 

Phc-Officer  Goldsboroiigh  to  the  Pivsident  of  the  United  States 

fl^Oflicer  Goldnborough  reports  destruction  of  the  Merrimack 

Flig-Officer  Goldaboniugh  encloses  reports  of  engagement  with  fort  on 

Orory'a  Blnff 

iJemriMDt  Commander  Jefferv's  report  relniive  to  the  monitor 

Puia^of  the  New  Ironsiden  to  Hampton  Koada 

Pitngt  of  the  Passaic  from  Washington  to  Hampton  Roads 

Pauage  of  the  Passaic  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Beaufort 

Loss  of  the  monitor^ 

Report  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee 

AdditioDal  report  of  Acting  Rear- Ad  mi  lul  8.  P.  Lee 

Report  of  Cominander  J.  P.  Bankhend 

Report  of  Second  Asaisiarit  Engineer  Joseph  Walters 

The  boilers  and  h nil  of  the  Galena 

Tbg  Weehawken  in  a  gale 

IMuled  report  of  the  passage  of  the  Weehawken  to  Hampton  Roads.. 
Eiltarts  from  private  letters  of  John  Rodgers  relative  to  first  trip  of  the 

Weehawkeu 

Pisngeof  the  Monlfluk  to  Beaufort 

Pnpaimiiona  forpnasnge  of  Moo tauk  from  Beaufort  to  Port  Royal . . 

PiMagBof  Ibe  Nahant  to  Port  Royal 

Passage  of  the  Roanoke  lo  Hampton  Roads 

Bipart  of  Captain  G.  Qansevoort  of  a  joint  recounoissance  up  James 

Pint  instructioos  for  tbo  capture  of  Charleston 

Beai-Admiisl  DuPont  desires  the  Ironsides 

Bseond  instructions  for  the  capture  of  Charleston 

Tianimits  information  relative  to  the  harbor,  Ax.,  of  Little  river  ... 
Bcar-Admiial  DuPont's  views  upon  tbe  contemplated  attack  on  Charks- 

lou 

Department's   letter  advising  Rear-Admiral  DiiPont  to  nbaudon   the 

uiack  on  Charleston  if  tbe  number  of  ironic  .Ai  is  Insufficient  - . . 

Drpartment's  letter  relative  to  movements  of  iinn^clads 

The  depuiment  informs  Bc^r-Adminjl  DuP^nt  (hat  two  more  Iron-clad* 

"ill  be  added  to  his  squadron 

Sear-Admiral  DuPont  directed  lo  send  iron-clads  to  Mobile ,. 
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Flnt  attack  od  Fort  Sumter— 

Report  of  Hear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont 

BepoTt  of  cBsualtipB  on  the  Keokuk 

Bcport  of  ouoalties  On  the  Nabant . 

Detftileil  report  of  Admiral  8,  ¥.  DuPonl 

Order  of  liultlc  and  plan  of  attack  • 

Bepun  of  Captain  P.  Diajton.. -.-- 

Beport  of  Captiiin  Joliu  liodgierB 

Bepurt  of  Captain  John  L.  Worden 

Bepott  of  Lioutcnant  Commandei  C.  H.  Ctuhinan ..> 

Bepoil  of  CommandoT  Daniel  Ammen 

Beport  of  Commander  Georcfe  W.  Bodgera 

Beport  of  Commander  D.  McN.  Fairtax .• 

Kepoit  of  Lieuteoant  Commander  L.  A.  BcardslM--. 

Beport  of  Senior  Engineer  Georpi  H.  While 

Beport  of  Commander  John  Donoos ■- 

Beport  of  Commander  A.  C.  Bhind 

Beport  of  expenditure  of  ammuuilioii,  &,e 

Beport  of  Capisin  T.  Turner 

Ltiticr  to  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  by  tboSecretarj  of  thtNavy 

Inatructioni  of  tho  Prea^ent 

Further  inatructiona  of  the  Prcaident —  • 

Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  DuPont 

Chief  Eneineer  Blimcr's  report  of  damages  to  tlie  iroD'^iUda 

Tolegram  of  Auistant  Secretary  O.  V.  Fuz  rdative  to  suppMed  prelimi- 
tiBiy  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter . -. • 

Order  to  seod  PosBaic  toNew  York 

Directing  the  Pouaic  to  touch  al  Hampton  Boads 

Ordcir  for  board  of  eipert«  endamages  to  the  Pom^ 

Beport  of  board 

t^xlToct  from  a  letter  relative  to  Ibe  effect  of  ths  tjombaidment  of  Fort 
Sumter 

Neceseeiy  for  New  Ironsides  to  lemuD  at  Charleston 

Effect  ot  shots  upon  Sumter ... 

Statement  of  commondois  of  monitors  relative  to  first  attack  on  Cbarlas- 

Bcar-Admiral  DaPont's  reviews  on  the  article  in  the  Baltimore  Ameriou). 
Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  DuPoBt,  in  reply  to 

despatch  of  April  22,  1803 

Bear-Admiral  DuFonl  relative  to  failure  to  renew  attack,  being  a  reply 

to  letter  of  the  Secretarj-  of  the  Kavy  of  May  IS,  1863 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy  to  Bear-Admital  DuPont  relMive  to 

attack  on  Charleston 

Beply  of  Beai-AdmiiAl  DuPont  to  depnrluient'i  letter  of  May  14, 1863.. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear-Admiral  DuPont 

Inquiry  relative  to  the  ffuuf  of  the  Keokuk 

Bear-Admii'al  DuPont  relative  to  loss  of  tho  guns  of  tho  Keokuk. . 
The  Becrotary  of  iLo  Navy  to  Hear-Admiral  DuPoul  lelativo  to  the  guna 

of  tboKco'knk 

Bear-Admiral  DuPont  rchitivc  to  loss  of  guns  of  the  Keokuk 

Opinion  of  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  relative  to  the  qualities  of  the  monitors 

for  blockading  duty  off  Cliorleston 

Chiinioru  of  rommaniliug  otticcm  of  Ibe  monitora 

Major  Oencral  Ihuitcr  to  llio  Prcsidont  relative  to  Bear-Admiral  DoPoot's 


d  of  the  South 

Atlantic  blockatUug  sqnodion 

General  Gillmore  rMiiieslin^  the  co-openUion  of  Bear-Admiial  DuPont. - 
Bcor-Admtral  DnPont  diroeiud  to  co^ipenito  with  General  Gillmore . , 
Generul  Gillmore  Hlatos  that  operations  are  dekyed  lor  want  of  He 

Admiral  DuPont's  co-opomtion , 

CongrutuhiticR  Ucar-Admiral  UuPonl  upon  bis  arrival  home 

Bcai-Admiral  Dablgren  to  command  the  South  Atlantic  squadron 

Bear-Admiral  DuPont  prcfun  charges  against  Chief  Engineer  Bdmera-. 
Paasuf^  of  the  Kew  Ironsides  fromllompton  Boads  to  Port  Boyal. . 
Passage  of  Passaic  and  Houinnk  to  Port  Boyal 


Attack  upon  tOid  fort  at  Oeneiii  Pobl,  Great  Og«eebee  rivei — 

Heport  of  Rtar-Admiral  DuPont 

&(i>ort  of  CoramandFr  Jobn  L.  Worden 

Attack  on  tho  bntleiy  on  the  O^eM'hee  river,  Sec— 

Keport  of  Beai-Adoiiral  DuPonl 

Beportof  Commander  John  L,  Worden 

lUporl  of  Capbtin  P.  DnrtoD 

Aniralof  tbe  Weehawksa  at  Port  Rojal , 

B^rt  of  surrey,  &c.,  ou  the  Woehawkeo 

Padwge  of  Patapsro  to  Port  l{o;&] 

EfTect*  of  shot  ou  the  UoDtank 

pBMageof  Nahanl  to  Port  Soysl 

Eelative  to  tenting  tho  monitor  vmmIh 

Uwttuction  of  Ibo  privateer  N'ashville— 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  DuPont 

Report  of  Comaiaoder  John  L.  Worden 

AUick  00  Fort  McAtlistcr— 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  DnPont 

Report  of  Captain  P.  Diajton 

Seport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  K.  Miller. 

Report  of  Commander  D,  Ammen 

Report  of  Captain  J.  Dowoes , 

Arrival  of  the  CatRhill  at  Port  Royal 

CW  Kn^ineer  Siimera  coming:  north  to  T«port 

Brpoit  at  norvey  on  ibe  Monlauk 

Anivalof  Ibo  Naiilncket  at  Port  Royal 

Btqwiline  commBadiog  officers  of  iron^ilails  to  make  snggoatlons  rela- 
tive to  their  improvonient 

P»s«)[e  of  ibe  Keokuk  to  Port  Eoyal 

Ciiliug  atteolion  to  request  for  report  upon  improveoient  of  iron-clad*. . 

Injury  lo  turret  of  ibe  Nab  ant 

Eelaiivo  lo  forwarding  >mgge«tion»  of  officeri  conunandiog  Iron-clads. . . 

Telefraphie  report  of  tbe  tapluro  of  the  Atlanta 

Captare  of  rebel  iron-clud  sleaincr  Atlanta- 
Report  of  Kcar-Admiral  DuPont 

Beportof  Captain  John  Bodgers 

Sketch  of  llie  Atlanta 

Keport  of  Commander  John  Downes 

Report  of  sun-ey  on  the  hall,  &c , 

Beport  of  Biirvey  on  the  clothing,  small  storee,  &,c 

Appraisal  of  equipments  and  inventory  of  ordnance,  Sec 

Inventory  of  carpenter's,  sailmuker's,  hootawain's  and  maBter's 

Congratidatory  letter  to  Captain  John  Rodgers 

Con^tuldloiy  letter  to  Kear-Adiiiiial  DuPont 

Report  of  survey  on  turret  of  Palapwo 

Occupation  of  SlorrU  island — oporui^ons  of  tbo  iron-clads — 

Keport  of  Rear-AdmiralJ.  A.  UahlRien 

General  Order  of  Kear-Admiral  Dnblpren 

Report  of  Commander  Geo.  W.  Itoilgera 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F,  U.  Bunco . 

Tbe  moniton  Iniide  the  bar — attack  on  Fort  Wagner  delayed — 

Report  of  Kear-Admirnl  Dablgren 

Combined  a'lack  on  Fort  Wagner — 

Keport  of  Kear-Admiral  Dahlirren; ■ ..... 

Keport  of  Commander  Geo.  W.  Kodgoni .... 

Attu;k  on  Fort  WaBner— 

Keport  of  Rear-Admiml  Dahlgren 

Additional  reports  of  Kear-Admlrnl  Dahlgren 

Attack  upon  Forts  Waetier  and  Sumter — 

Keport  of  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgicn 

Letter,  with  ooles  of  Flofr- Lien  tenant  M.  Forrest 

Report  of  LieaicnaDt  Commander  C.  C,  Carpenter 

Keport  of  casualiie*  on  the  Catnkill 

"  -"  •     ".  A.Paiker 
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Eiigaf!«iueDt  with  Fort  Sunilcr — 

lieport  of  Uear-AJuiirul  DaMgreo 

NoloH  takta  by  Flna-Lleateoiuit  M.  Forreat.. 
Engagemsnl  with  Furts  Moultrie  and  Sumter — 

ito|H>rt  of  Hear- Admiral  DablKien , 

Evacuution  of  Fort  Wagner  and  Uatterj  Gi^^ — 

Stponoi  B<«r-Admiial  Dablgiea 

EngHKeinent  with  tbe  foru  in  Cbarlvigtai]  b 

liepart  of  Kear-Admiral  DablgreD 

Keport  uf  Coaimaiidei  E.  R.  ColhouD.  .- 

Bepoit  of  canualties  on  the  WceLawkeD  ■ 
Additional  reporu  leiative  to  the  aitituk  upon  tlie  forts  od  tbe  8lb  of  Sep- 


Services  of  tbe  New  Ironiidea  aeaii 

Eoporl  of  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren 

Be|jort  of  Cnptmo  S.  C.  Uowau 

Beporl  uf  casualties  on  tbe  New  IronaideB 

Beportof  Eiecutive  Officei  H.  B.  BoboBoa 

Part  lakim  by  the  Futapeco  In  the  attack  at  UbarleiioD  .. 

Beporta  from  ufficen  coannandiiig  moiiiton  in  Bouth  Allantk  block- 

wliii{[  iquadion  lelotive  to  their  condition 

Injuries,  &c.,  received  by  the  Weehawken ... 

OpoiatioiiB  of  the  Nantu^at  at  Charleston 

Report  of  injury  to  the  tunec  of  the  PawiUe >. ...'.. 

Bepairs  needed  on  Ihe  Nahant 

Part  taken  by  the  Passaic  in  the  attack  at  CharleaioD 

Suggostioni  of  Licnieuant  Cumniander  Simpson  relative  to  tbe  inotiiton 

Ueai  Admiral  Du  Font's  vindication  of  himself 

Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  in  reply  (o  Bear-Admiial  DuPenl'B  letter 

Journal  of  Surgeon  Mnriiu  Duval 

Oporationa  of  the  Fatapsco  ag^nat  Fort  Sumter 

Operations  of  the  Lebifcb  against  Fort  Sumter 

Beor-Admiial  Dahlgren'i  report  of  operatioua  ag^nit  Poit  Snmter 

Trial  of  a  torpedo 

Bepairi  mode  on  thePaasaic 

Ammuaiticu  oipcnded  by  tbe  Patapsco 

EDgBgemant  of  tho  Lehigh  with  tbe  enemy  while  agrouud 

Opinion  of  Acting  Assistant  InspeclDr  Hughes  on  various  points 

Weekly  report  of  the  condition  of  tbe  muuitora 

Sat'uty  on  southern  coast  depends  upon  tbe  Ircnsidos  and  the  moultora.  ■ 

Sinking  of  the  Wwhawhea 

EugHgomeuls  with  the  ram  Arkansas — 

luport  of  Flag-Officer  Furragut 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Coniuiiuiding  Lowrj.. 

UoatTudiou  of  the  Arkansas . 

Beport  uf  Commander  W.  D.  Porter 

Additional  reports  of  Flag-Ofiker  Forragut 

Attem^it  to  blow  up  tbe  Essex  with  a  torpedo — 

Beport  of  Commander  CaldwcU 

Beport  of  Cunimunder  Townsend 

Bopuit  of  Commander  Walke  of  tbe  part  taken  by  the  Monod  City  in 

tbe  battle  of  lielniont,  Kentucky 

Telegram  frnm  Flag-Officer  Foole 

Letter  from  Fhig-Olbcer  Foote,  enclosing  report  of  Commander  W.  D. 

Porter 

Flag-Officer  Foote's  report  of  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  February  6,  IH62. . 

Beport  of  part  taken  by  tbe  Caroodelet  in  capture  of  F«rt  HetU7 

Beport  of  LJouteuaat  Commanding  6.  L.  Phelps  of  uUack  on  Fort 

Letter  Irom  Flag-Officer  Foote  forwarding  report  of  Lleuionant  Con- 
nutuding  Phelps  of  operations  on  tbe  Tennessee  tlver ^t^^"^   ^ 


FI*ff-OScOT  Foote's  raport  of  attack  on  Fort  DonDeUon,  Febmaiy  14, 

with  lial  of  cwuAlliea 

Beport  of  p&rt  taken  by  tbe  CaroDdclel  in  stlock  on  Fort  DaonetiOD 

FUg-OS«i  Foote  Jeavet  for  Clorkivilie,  Ac — 

Beport  of  Ftag-OIEcer  Fooie 

Repiirt  cf  Commuidar  Walks 

Rvpurt  of  Cominuider  Dora .... 

Fla^-OfficcT  Foole<a  cODtemplaled  ifcoDnniMMiM  lo  Columbna,  &« 

Beault  of  the  locoDDoiuuice  io  Colnmbiu 

IJen^Diuil  CommaiHling  Bryant  leporta  biaairiTat  st  Hiwbville 

FUg-Officar  FooM  encMaei  reporta  of  Lieutcaiwu  ComDkiidloK  Owin 

■nil  Shirk  of  ntbuk  on  PitMbore,  Teiine>iB«e 

Flag-Offiier  FMle'a  report  of  the  fall  of  Cotumbm 

FUg-Offinsr  Foote  fomaida  report  of  Lientenant  Commandiiig  tiwio, 

caiDQinDiinMng^  Important  intormaCion 

FU^Officar  Koule'a  raport  of  eDgvgement  with  firs  robel  forta  below 

Uolmnhm,  Keulockj 

Xiaatenant  Conmiandiiig  Owin'i  report  of  reconnoiaiuice  to  ChickoMw, 


Ideutenant  Commandliif  SMrk'a  raport  of  prooeediug*,  March  15,  1863 

Captare  of  Isiaod  No.  10— 

Beporta  of  Flag-Officer  Foole 

Beport  of  caaoalliei  on  the  St.  Liooia 

LbUri  from  Onwral  H>] lack  to  FlBff.Officer  Footo 


..     il  Pope  to  Flag-Offlcer  Footo 

Letter  from  tlag-OffiMr  Foote  to  Oeoeral  Pope 

Beport  of  pauugo  of  rebel  balleries  by  the  Cncoodelot 

upweiaeiit  of  the  L'arondelet  and  nttoborg  witb  tbe  rebel*  near  New 

Beport  of  Flag-OfBcsr  Foote 

Heport  of  Commander  Wiilke 

Rrpurt  of  Lli'UtrDBUt  Commanding  Owin 

Bi-port  of  LienleoaDt  Commandinfr  Shirk  . . 


n  officers 

n's  report  of  Ibo  deslniclioD  of 

Ibe  tmllo-irork  of  the  Mempbin  and  Cbarteston  railroad 

FUg-Officer  Footn  reporta  his  departure  for  New  Madrid 

Timfi-OSeer  Foote's  teporl  of  operations  off  Fort  Pillow 

FI»g-OiBc«r  Davis's  mpoit  of  action  near  Fort  Pillow 

Ftec-Officer  Davis'i  report  of  action  with  rabel  gimboata  near  Fort 

Kiiow r: 

Flag-Officer  Darls's  report  of  Ibe  surrender  of  Memphis 

Flag-Qffirer  Davis  encloses  report  of  action  at  St.  Uharles 

Arrival  of  the  rebel  rain  Arkanaas  nnder  the  guns  of  Vicksburg.. 
Attarkor  "- "^ ' "'  '   '■ ^  "■ *  ' 


tark  on  tbe  upper  batteries  at  Vickabnrg  and  the  ram  Arkunaos — 
Beport  of  FiagOfficer  Davis 


Ca^n  Pennock's  retort  of  eiudilion  up  the  Ohio  ri 

Captoreof  tbe  rebel  transport  Fnirplaj,  iu: 

Liealcnaot  Commauding  Phelps's  report  of  the  action 


Lot*  of  ihc 


Beport  of  Lientonant  Commander  Selfridge 

Detailed  report  of  AetlDB  Bear-Admiral  U.  D.  Porter 

liutractiolu  to  Captain  Walka 

Engagement  witb  Yazoo  batteries — co-operation  with  Ooneral  Sbermaii 
•gunst  Tlcksborg — 
Jteport  wT  Acting  Boar-Adnural  PottM 


EDga^mcQt  with  Yuoo  batleriea — co-operation  wilh  GtonenJ  SheiiMUi 
Kgnmat  Vickiburff — Continuctl-' 

Detailed  report  of  Attiog  UeM'-Adiiiiral  Port«r 

Seport  of  Acting  Jteu-AdmiTal  Porter  relaUve  to  Qeneral  ShonoBa'a 

Poaitiou  of  affaln  al  Vii-kabnrg; — 

Keport  of  Acting  K  ear- Admiral  Portrr 

AUditionai  report  of  Actiog  Kcar-AdiniTal  Porter...... 

Serricea  of  llie  mm  fleet  on  the  Yazoo  river — 

Beport  of  Acting Rear-Admiral  Porter ... 

Capture  of  Arlcansaa  Poet — 

Boporl  of  Aoliog  Bnar-Admiral  Porter • 

Detailed  report  of  Actiog  Rear.Admiral  Porter    ..-. 

Casualties  oa  the  Louisville .- .. 

Bepoit  of  Licutcoant  Conunander  Sbirk - 

Bepun  of  Liieoteoanl  Commaoder  Walker 

Ciwjualiiea  omlio  Baron  de  Kalb 

Report  of  LiculEQiuit  Commtuider  Bacbe 

List  uf  rebel  officers  captured  at  Arkansas  Post 

Acline  Rcar-Admiial  Putter's  report  commeodatoij  of  the  officers.  4tc. 

Sketch  of  Fort  Iliudman 

EvACtrntiuo  of  St.  Cbarles,  on  the  White  river— 

Iteport  of  Acting  Kear- Admiral  Porter 

Bcport  of  LicDtcnaot  Commander  Wdker .. 

Burning  of  the  steamers  Jacob  Musabrain  and  Grompiu — 

Keporl  uf  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter , . 

Bc|>ort  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Bishop ..-.. 

Expedition  up  tbo  Wbilo  river — 

Bi'purls  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter 

Bejiorla  uf  Lieutenant  Cumniandcr  Walker 

Ezpedltiun  up  tlia  Cumlierland  river — 

Bt'port  ot  Cuptaio  Fennock — 

HeiMirt  of  Lieulenant  Coninuuider  Phe'ps 

Telegram  of  Lieutenant  Commandr.rLe  B07  Fitch 

PaaSBgu  uf  the  Vicksburg  batterios  by  the  Queen  of  Iho  West — 

Kciiort  of  Acting  B^r.Admiml  Porter 

Orders  to  Colonel  Ellct 

Keport  of  Colonel  Ellet 

Letter  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter 

Additional  report  of  Acting  Bcar-Admirat  Porter 

Instructions  to  Colonel  ElTet 

Additional  report  of  Colonel  Ellet 

Approaches  and  defences  of  Vicksbuiv — 

lieport  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter--.- 

Attack  OD  Dover,  Tennessee — 

Bepoit  of  Captain  Penuock 

Mhp  of  Vicksburg  and  vicinity — 

BejHirt  of  Lieutenant  Commnuder  Le  Bo;  Pitch 

Passage  of  the  VickuLilirg  batteries  by  tbe  ladiMtulu — 

Kciiorlof  ActiDK  Bunr-A'Uiiital  Porter 

Instructions  to  Liciilciiaul  Cooimander  George  UrowD 

Bcport  of  LieuicuaotCuuiinauiler  George  Blown 

Loss  ol  tlie  Uoilcil  Slalea  slcHiiier  Glide— 

Beport  of  Acting  licar-Ailiiiiiitl  Porter 

Bejioit  of  Captau  Pemiuck 

Bepoit  uf  Auiing  Vuliiutecr  Lieutenant  Woodwortb 

C^>t>i>e  of  ibo  (juupu  of  the  West- 

Beporl  of  Acting  Itear-Admlral  Porter 

Additional  report  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter 

Export  of  Colonel  Eltot 

List  ofprbHinen'  captured  un  tbe  ijuoeu  of  tbe  West 

(laplure  ul'  tbe  ludianola — 

Report  of  Acting  Uear-Admiral  Porter — . 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Comiuandor  George  Brown 


D„„.db,Google 


Eipeditton  tbroagli  Steal'*  Won  sod  Dmt  creek— 

Bf  port  of  Acting  BMr-Aamiral  Porter 

Additioiial  i«Don  of  Acting  Beai-AdmiralForler 

Tacoo  Pu*  expedition — 

BqwTtof  Acting  Rear-Ailiiilral  Porter 

B^iort  of  Lieatenant  Commander  Watgon  Smith 

Brport  of  Lieulenuit  Commundur  J.  F.  FosWi 

Beport  orcasnalliMODlbeChillicothe 

Report  of  caaiulliefl  on  the  B>iilet ...... 

£xl-act  from  report  of  Artins  Hear- Admiral  Portei.. 

AddilioDil  report  of  Acting  fieai-Admiiai  Porter 

AddilioQitl  report  of  LieutenknC  ConimaDder  Foeter 

Map  of  ihe  operations  of  the  expedition 

Hap  ahowiog  the  route  of  the  expedition,  (facing  4T&.) 

Seport  of  Lieutennnl  Commander  J.  U.  Walker , 

Knking  of  the  L^acaster  and  Switzerland — 

Beport  of  Acting  Hear- Admiral  Porter 

Letter  of  AcUng  Bev-Admiral  Porter  to  General  A.  W.  KUet 

Beport  of  General  A.  W.  Ellet 

Letten  from  Bear-Admiiai  FarraK»t  to  Acting  lieof-Admiral  Porter . 

llxtract  from  deipatch  of  Beur-Adminkl  Porter 

Ufridgc'H  cut-qff— 

Beport  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Porter 

Bepurt  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  T.  0.  Sclfridse 

w  of  the  Vickfboig  bsttcriee  by  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Poitet  irith 


iSTe^t 


Beport  of  Acting  Be*r-Admira]  Porter 

Map  of  '•Selfridga'icut-flff" 

Detailed  report  ot  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Porter 

Itultuctloua  tu  cDHimaudera  of  veuela 

Beport  of  Ciipt^n  Walko 

Beport  of  Acting  LieDlenantWoodwotth 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Cumnuuider  J.  A.  Gicec 

Beport  of  ciuualties  on  tbe  Benton 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  ConiiiiHDder  E.  K.  Owen 

Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Comniiuider  Shirk 

Brport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Wiiaon 

Beport  of  caiualtiea  on  tbu  Mound  City 

Beport  of  Acting  VoluDteer  Lieutenant  Koei 

Beport  of  Acting  Lieutenant  J.  McLeod  Murphy.. 

CannalliM  in  the  aqnadron - 

Bfport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  R.BreoM... 

Opemioni  at  Grand  Gaif— 

Btport  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Porter.... . 

Ci^iture  of  the  batteries  at  Grand  Quif— 

Beport  of  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Porter 

Keportof  Captain  Walke 

BepoTt«  of  Lieutenant  Commimder  J.  A.  Qieet 

Cuoaltiea  on  ibe  Denton 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K.Oiren 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk 

Cwualtiei  on  the  Tuscumbia .'. . 

Beport  or  Lieutenant  Commander  Wilson.. 


Sepon  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H 

CMiiuallieii  on  the  Pitubiirg 

Additional  report  of  Acting  Roar-Adoiiial  Porter...... 

Plan  of  the  butleriea  at  Grand  Qnif,  (fKin^Wi.) 
Capture  of  Forts  De  Biuaj,  Red  river,  and  Alexandria,  LonUiaoa — 

Report  of  Acting  Kear-Admiral  Porter 

Deotniction  of  r'ort  De  Kuiaj,  &e 

Plan  of  FortDeBuuy 

IVgned  attack  on  Haiuee'i  Blaff— 

Beport  of  Acting  Rear-Admiml  Porter 

"-    ■    '"     ■       -■"-       uidai  K.  B.  Braue 
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DperatioDi  »d  the  TeniiMsee  and  CumberUnd  riven— 

Deitraction  of  s  water  battery  at  Wairenton— 

Sketch  of  foniliailion»  at  Haines's  Blnff,  (facing  5H.) 

Expedition  up  Ibo  Yaioo  river— 

&23 

SH 

LoM  of  the  Ciodnnati— 

5A 

sm 

S£ 

Eipedftion  np  the  Yaioo  river— 

Eeportof  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  0.  Walker 

Biego  of  Vick-burg.  and  co-operation  of  the  navj  with  the  aimy— 

631 

SoncnJcr  of  Vicksburg- 

54 

^ 

Moremonta  of  iIib  gunboat  Qeel  oo  tbe  Tennessee  river— 

^ 

Engw^Dient  at  liiclimoad,  Louisiaoit— 

^ 

Uovomeuti  of  Ibe  marine  brigade  from  April  5  to  Hv  S9,  1863— 

^ 

Action  at  C«rro  Gordo— 

Ueport  of  Acting  EniignW.C.  Hsnford ;......!. 

54 

Attack  on  blacV  troops  at  Goodrkli' 

Bcport  of  Acting  Rotr-Adoiinil  Porter 

Beport  of  Briniller  Generel  EUrl 

Bebal  attack  aa  Heleno,  Arkkoau— 

Bepoit  of  Acting  K«ai-AdmlrKl  Porter . 

Hrpoit  of  LientenHDl  ComDiandEr  Prit^hett 

Additional  report  of  ActiDg  Riar- Admiral  Poiter 

Beport  of  LieDtenant  Commander  Phelpi 

Letter  from  Uqor  GeDeial  Preuliiw . 

Congratntator;  letter  to  LteuIenaDt  Commandsr  Pritchett ...... 

Expedition  to  Yasoo  citj — 

Ueport  of  Acli#E  Rear-Admiral  Porter ... 

Expedition  inlo  Keariver  racioD — 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porfer 

Deotractioii  of  Eleom  foundr;  in  Vickiburg — 

Report  of  Acting  Reor-Admimi  Porter 

Beport  of  Brigadier  General  Kllet 

Report  uf  CapiBiD  Qrotfaon,  of  the  marine  brigade ... 

Loog  (/the  United  SlateealMmer  Baron  deKalb— 

Report  of  Actin|i>  Rear-Admiral  Porter . 

Expedition  to  recover  the  Boron  do  Kalb 

Enneenient  at  ProTideaoe — 

&port  of  Lteotenaot  Commander  Wilton 

Baisinf;  of  Ibe  Cincinnati — 

Beport  of  Acting  Keor-Admiral  Porter 

HoTffan'i  rwd  into  ^diana — 

Report  of  Lientenant  Commander  Lo  Roj  Filch 

Complimentary  letten  from  Generals  Bntnelde  and  Cox 

Congralulator;  letter  to  Lientenanl  Commander  Le  Boy  Filch 

Expedition  up  the  While  river— 

Report  of  Acting  Beair' Admiral  Porter 

Report  of  Lieateuant  Commander  Bacfae '. 

Report  of  Acting  Volnntaai  Lieatenant  Langthotm ...-. 

Aflaiiv  on  tbe  Red  river- 
Report  of  Acting  Reor-Admiial  Porter . . . 

Expedition  to  Red  rivsr^ 

Beport  of  Acting  Reor-Adnlral  Pi>rteT 

B^rt  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Doughty 

Attack  npon  OeDer^  Dana  at  Uorganaia— 

R^rt  of  Llenteutnt  Commander  J.  P.  Foiler 

Sear-AdmirBl  Gohkbarongh'B  opinion  of  iron-ciada 

Beor-Admlml  Dahlmn's  opinion  of  tbe  monilom 

Bear-Admlrsl  PoitePa  views  upon  iron-elude 

Copmonder  John  Rodgers's  opinion  of  iron-cladi 

Br^^ier  General  Barnard's  opinion  of  (arreted  vessels 

Letter  from  Governor  Morgan  la  Ibe  President,  asking  Aot  an  inm-ukiil 

be  BiBlioued  in  New  ^rh  harbor 

Hemoi  ial  from  Boatoa  Board  of  Trade,  asking  thai  tbe  Hoboot  ma;  ramaio 

Letter  from  GoverDor  Moi^an  relative  to  the  dsfence  of  Now  York  harbor. 
Memorial  from  Boston HarineBocietyrelativetothedefiBCiceleas condition 

of  Itosion  harbor 

Tclefram  from  Governor  Uorgan  and  Collector  Bainej 

Ilr.  Ericsson  on  improvements  in  the  monitors 

Be«r-Admiral  Gregory  relative  to  gutta>percha  life-iofta . 

If r.  Ericsson  in  reference  to  conitraclion  of  monitois ........... 

Trial  of  tbe  Nantucket 

Captain  Ericsson  npon  speed  and  iMworthincss  of  the  monitors 

Uqor  General  WotdanzHiBs  tbat  tbe  Boonokeshoald  rem^n  in  New  Jork 

Mayor  Opdvk'e  de^rts  diot  tbe  BooDoke  remain  at  Hew  York *. 

Governor  Morgan  t«<[ne«l«  that  tbesailing  orders  of  Ibe  Boonok*  be  coqn- 

termonded 

General  Wool  nrges  retention  of  theBoanake 

T^i^H  in  the  SoiununoD.....  •....----.....-.----...--.--.•••........ 
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Fttftn  mteamfoaging  lie  dfove. 

'  A.  — TftbalaT  iUtnneBt  lUowIng  the  Dumber  and  jearlj  •noont  of  orieiaal 
spplIcAtiom,  BndforiDcreueorBrmy  peiuiaai,  odiaitted  In  each  Sole 
and  Territory  duriDj;  the  Saul  jear  eDding  June  30.  18S3 

B. — Tabalar  alaCemeat  of  the  amount  of  arroar^ea  of  armj  pensuniB, 
admitted  and  payable  at  tbo  date  of  isiuing  pension  certificate,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  l»tt3 

C. — Tabalar  stolenient  of  the  amonnt  paid  for  army  peniiona  at  the 
(Gvoral  ftgenciei  In  tbo  State*  and  Temtoriet  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1863 

D. — Tabular  alatement  of  the  amount  of  funds  In  Che  bands  of  agents 
for  paying  army  pensions  on  the  30th  of  June,  IS63 

E. — Tabular  atatemcnt  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  army  penuons 
on  tho  rotia  in  each  Slate  and  Territory  on  June  3D.  ]»63 

F. — Tabnlar  statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  airrarages 
of  original  applications,  and  for  iucreaw  of  navy  pensions,  admitted 
dnrina  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1863 

1.  The  amount  paid  for  onvy  pensionn  at  the  acencies  in  the  Stale* 
and  Terriwrios  during  the  fisial  year  ending  June  30,  J8B3 

2.  The  number  and  yearly  amount  of  navy  penaioos  on  the  rolls  of 
each  State  and  Tarriiory  on  Juno  30,  1863 

3.  Tbo  amount  of  fund*  in  the  hands  uf  agents  fur  paying  pension* 
Id  the  States  and  Tcrritohos  on  tho  3Utb  of  June,  IcO 

Police.     Report  of  the  Hoard  of  Metropolitan 

PoaCnl  receipts  and  expenditures  for  Ibe  year  ending  June  30,  1864 

Postmaster  General  in  relation  to  postal  motlen  at  Philadelphia.  Letter 
from  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  itatemBuC  of  clerks  employed  in  Ids  depart- 
ment.    Letter  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  liansmitting  (uuiual  repo.-t  of  Ibe  Post  Office  Depart- 


Letter  from  tie. . 


Faptn  aeetfatpanfing  (As  atow. 

of  increase  and  decrease  of  poat  ol 


No.  I.  Tabular 

UnitedSlates,  .  .      

No.  !J.  Total  operations  of  Ibe  appointment  office  for  tha  year  endiDg 
June  30,  18liH 

No.  3.  StaiDmenl  of  poat  offices  at  which  letter-carrier*  are  employed 

No.  4.  Tabularslatement  of  operation  and  results  of  foreign  mail  service 
for  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  l!*i3 

Nos.  5  and  0.  Additional  articles  to  tbo  articles  agreed  upon  between 
tlie  PoKt  Office  of  ibu  United  Slates  of  America  and  the  PoHt  Office  of 
the  Ihiited  Kingdom  uf  Ureal  Uriltun  and  Ireland  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  convculion  of  December  15,  1848 

No.  7.  Tubular  slatemenl  uf  tho  nmil  acrvico  for  the  contract  year  ending 
Juno  'M,  IF^I,  eiliibiting  the  cliaracler  of  Ibe  service,  length  of  routes, 
cost,  railroad  service,  steamboat  service,  and  mail  routes,  and  services 
upon  which  the  couttaclors  were  reported  to  be  di.tloyat 

No.  ti.  StHlemenluf  rQTenuoaDdoxpenditure*rr«ml8&4to  IS63,iDC]usiTe. 

Ko.  B.  Estimates  of  exponditnro*  tor  18U5 

Bo.  ]0.  Statement  of  postage  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  during  tbe 

fiK*irewie3j-'63 : :..... 


6      . 
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of  the  value  of  stampa  and  ibuoped 

_„ w(  four  jesM 

of  money  letters  received  duiing  the  year  ended 


Ko.  II.  Comparative  «i 
eDTelopes  iiRued  dnriiur  the  U 

June  3U,  18 
No.  13.  Statement  of  minor  dead  letters  letnmed  to  the  wril 

dnriog  tbe  year  ended  June  30,  ltiS3 

No.  M.  Statement  of  letters  contuniug  miaDBllaneoas  articles  received 

daring  the  year  ended  Jane  30,  IHS-l 

Ko.  16.  Statement  sbawing  the  number  of  letters  "held  for  poita|{e,'' 

"held  for  carrien'  fee,"  and  because  misdirected,  and  the  number  aeut 

to  dead-letter  office  from  the  following   nained  offices,   as  alira  the 

number  delivered  therefrom  upon  no^ce  to  persons  addrossed,  from 

Jsnoary  1  to  June  30,  1863 

Ko.  16.  Annual  report  of  dead  letters  sent  to  the  writers  tberoof  during 

liie  year  ending  June  30,  1863 

Ko.  IT.  Statement  of  dead  letters  returned  to  foieigu  caunttie*  during  the 

year  ending  JnneSO,  1863 

Ko.  18.  Statement  of  dead  letters  reecdved  from  formgn  countriea  during 

the  year  endinr  June  30,  1863 

No.  ly.  Auditors  report 

fihowiag — 

I.  Tbe  rsMipts  of  the  department  under  thnir  Bereral  heads 

5.  The  eipeiiditnre*  of  the  department  noder  their  several  heads.. 

3.  Th«  poetol  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  leveral  States  and 
Territories 

4.  The  number  of  Iclten,  circulars,   newspapers,  and   pamphlets 
receired  and  delivered  by  carriers,  and  tbe  amount  recc' 
paid  out  for  carriage  in  the  cities  named  therein 

b.  The  amount  of  letter  poslf^^e  on  British  mails  received  il 
from  the  United  Sralea 

6.  Amount  of  letter  postage  on  Prussian  mails  recoivud  in 
from  the  United  States 

7.  Amount  of  letter  postage  on  French  moils  received  in 
from  tbe  United  Statae 

8.  Amount  of  letter  postage  on  U^glan  maiU  isceived  in 
from  tbe  United  States 

9.  Amount  of  letter  postage  on  Bremen  mails  received  in 
from  tbe  United  Slates 

10.  Amount  of  letter  postage  on  Hamburg  mails  received  in 
from  tbe  United  Stales .    . 

II.  Number  of  letters  andneirspapeisexcbanged  between  tbe  Uuitrd 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom  in  Biilith  uiaiU 

12.  Nomber  of  letters  and  newspaper*  esuhaoged  between  the  United 
Stales  and  ttn  Kiugdomof  FruMiaiu  cIomkI  mails 

IX  Tbe  nomber  of  \uuaa  and  newspapeni  exchanged  beiwoen  Ibe 
United  biatesand  France 

14.  Number  of  letters  and  newspapers  eichinged  between  the  United 
Slatea  and  Belgium 

15.  Number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the  United 
States  and  Bremen 

16.  Number  of  letters  and  newspapern  exchanged  between  the  United 
Stales  and  Hamburg 

17.  Bevenue  to  the  tJnitad  States,  also  to  the  United  Stales  Poet 
Office  Department,  by  Ibe  Cuourd  liin 

IS.  Closed  mail  account 

19.  The  receipts  and  disbursement*  In  closed  mails  between  the 

United  States  and  Prussia 

90.  Statement  of  letters  and  newspapers,  wilb  thu  several  postages, 

convoyed  by  the  West  India  line  of  ocean  steatners 

SI.  Amount  of  postages  on  mails  exchanged  between  the  Uiuted 

States  and  the  British  piovinces 

a.  Tbe  postal  account  of  the  United  Kiagdon 

Inland  with  tbe  United  Slates 

S3.  The  BCGonnt  of  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia  with  tbe  United  Stales. . 


n  of  Great  Iliitun  m 
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24.  TheiuconDtoftiieg«int»lpiwtoffic«ofB«lgliimwHhtkeniilMd 

Stotea 

35.  The  accontit  of  IbegeDeral  port  office  of  Fmnce  with  the  Umted 

Stotea 

96.  The  account  of  tha  post  office  of  Btemen  with  the  United  BUlea . 

27.  The  kccount  of  the  post  office  of  Hainbar^  with  the  United  Btates. 

Stotementa  ue  UkewiM)  appended  ibowitiK  the  postal  balances  doe 

to  forei^  govemments ;  also  Rtalomenta  ebowiug  the  amonnta  doe 

to  the  various  lines  of  ocean  aleaiDen  for  sea  and  ialaud  poatAges. 

Poatmosler  Oeoeral,  tranamiUiDg  a  atatemeot  of  the  eipeDditnie  of  the  con- 

linnnt  fnnd  of  tbe  Post  Office  Department.    Letter  from  the 

President  of  the  United  StAtesontlieBtote  of  the  Union,  with  accompanying^ 

documents  and  npoits.     AnniiHl  mcssaee  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  recommending  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Captwn 

Jobu  Hodgera.     Meauiffo  from  the 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  transmitUng  reports  relating  to  the  diplomatic 

and  consular  systems  of  the  United  Slates.     Message  trom  the 

President  of  tbe  United  States,  Iraustnittiag  letters  from  tbe  Secretary  of 

War  and  Provost  Marabal  General  in  relation  lo  bonnlies  to  volunteent. 

Message  from  the - 

Freaident  of  the  United  Statea,  relating  to  claims  of  Pemvion  citixeos. 

Meeaage  of  the ■ 

Presideui  of  the  United  States,  transmiltiuc  decree  of  the  conrt  in  the  case 

of  the  Uritish  schooner  Glen.     Message  tram  the 

Presideol  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  Joseph  A.  Wright 

in  relation  to  the  international  ^ricultuml  exbibition  al  Hamburg. 

Message  from  tbe 

President  of  tbe  United  States,  in  relation  to  tbe  arrest  of  the  American 

consul  general  to  tbe  British  proviDcei.    Ueesage  from  the 

President  ot  tbe  United  Statea,  transmitting  a  statement  in  relation  lo  the 

maater  of  acbooner  Highlander.     Heiwatfe  trom  the 

Preaidcni  of  the  United  States,  transullting  a  letter  from  the  Becretarj  of 

AVar  relBtito  to  veteran  voluntcem,     Heuage  from  the > 

President  of  the  United  States,  tronsmlttinfif  a  treat;  with  Great  Britain  for 

sctllctiient  of  clumsof  thelludson's  Bay  and  Puget'a  Sound  Agricnltnral 

Companies.     Message  from  tbe 

President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  adjustment  of  claim*  betwt 

tbe  United  States  and  Ecoador,  by  commissianers  appointed  for  that 

purpose.     Mesuage  from  the 

President  of  tbe  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  by  Charles  B.  SCnart 

on  impiovcments  lo  pass  gunboats,  &c,  on  tbe  northwestern  lokee. 

MesKs^  from  the 

Pi'caidciit  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  reeoln^on  of  the  House  in 

relaliun  to  Major  N.  II.  McLean.     Message  from  tbe 

President  of  the  United  Stales,  traoamittitig  a  letter  from  Lord  Lyons  ii 

recnrd  to  Sii^^n  Solomon  Sharp.    Ueeooge  from  the 

President  of  tbe  United  States,  in  answer  to  a  reBOlntion  of  the  House  id 

relation  to  tbe  appointment  of  Hon.  F.  F.  Blair,  jr.,  s«  m^or  general  ol 

volunteers.     Messo)^  from  tbe 

Presidcut  of  the  United  Stales,  transmitting  information  wiib  reference  tc 

tbcappoiutment  of  General  F.  P.  Blair,  jr.     Message  from  the 

President  of  tbe  United  States,  in  answer  lo  resolution  of  tbe  House  in 

relation  to  llcxico.    Measage  from  the 

President  of  the  United  Slater,  in  relatton  to  the  exemption  clause  in  the 

enrolment  act.     Message  from  the 

Prisoners.     Beport  of  thu  commissioner  for  the  exchange  of 

Priise  money.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  refervnoe  to  the 

dIUribution  of. 

Prise  cases  io  New  York.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  L 

to  a  m»otution  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of.-. 

Provost  Marsbal  General.    Keport  of  the 

Public  Duildiogs.     Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of... 
Public  Buildings,  during  Iba  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ISIG). 

the  receipts  and  expenditures,  under  tbe  direction  of  tbe  Commissioner  of. 
Public  lands  in  Illinois.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  con- 
cerning tbe  two  pet  cant,  fond  arising  from  the  sale  of. 


(}DBp&w  Indians,  in  relation  to  tlie.      Letter  from  Iha  Seemtvj  of  tbe 
Qositennoatei  Gcneisl  of  tbe  Umted  States,     B^iort  of  tbe 


Bailnwd  compnnief.  In  Telation  to  pa7a]enti  mado  to.  Letter  fitini  tbe  fi«ei«- 
uijof  War 

Hmui  Albemarle,  rebel.     Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Ibe  S^vj,  ianu.    .. 

lu  a  m«)lutitin  of  the  Home,  in  regard  to  the  attack  on  Pljmoatb  hj  tbe. 

leceipls  ami  cxpendilnrea  oF  the  Pwt  Office  Depaitment  for  (be  year  endUtf 

Juneau,  lan rr^. 

Beceipis  and  eipeDdituTGa  of  tbe  United  8tatea.  Letter  from  the  Secretarj 
of  the  Trciunij,  tranimittlna  a  atuleiiieiit  of  the 

Bet-eipta  and  expenditures  fur  the  year  1862-'(i3,  Letter  from  the  Becreliuj 
tranamitting  ntatenieut  of  the 

fiecipiucilf  treaty.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Tteaniry  ^  relation 


Ivthe.. 


Eca-vall  at  BnKila,  New  Tork.    Letter  from  the  Secntalj  of  War,  in 

aonwer  lo  a  tvioliition  of  the  Hoiue,  in  relatioD  to  the 

Shvp,  ijoloDion.     Ueawffe  of  the  PreaidenC  relative  to 

B'gnsl  officer.      Report  of  tlw 

tNoiu  ludiatis.     Letter  from  tbe  Becrotary  of  tbe  Interior,  tnuumitting  a 

leport  of  the  commiuion  on  claim*  lor  depmlalioDa  by  the 

Stale  Department  upon  foni^  aflura.     CorregpoDdence  of  Ibe 

State,  iTsnainittiDg  an  abstract  of  returns  for  relief  aod  protection  of  Ai 

can  Beainen.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

State,  ichuive  to  tbe  expendilnre  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  State  Depsrt- 

loenL     Letter  from  Ibe  Secretary  of 

State,  tranamitling  a  report  of  Samuel  D.  Buggies  of  the  InlernMional  Con- 

greual  Berlin.     t«l(er  from  the  Secretary  of 

Stow,  transmitting  statement  of  the  number,  age,  &c.,  of  emigrants  arriving 

in  the  United  Slotee  during  1H63.     Letter  Irom  the  Secretary  of 

Statr,  trausinittiiig  B  report  on  Ibe  commercial  rplatious  of  tbe  United  States 

with  foreign  countrien  for  Iba  year  ISIK).    Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of. . 

Snperinleadent  of  the  Washington  aqueduct.     Report  of  the .-. 

SuprriDleudent,  transmitting  eslimnleii  for  the  support  of  the  government 

£iHpiul  lor  the  insane  fortheyeoreudiitg  June  'M,  1H65.    Letter  fruoi  the- 

Sof^iee  for  tbe  navy.     Letter  from  Ibe  Secretary,  in  relation  lo 

£iugeua  Ueneralof  Ibe  United  Slates.     Heport  of  the 

tkiTveyor  general  of  Hinnesota.    Anaiial  report  of  the 

Karreyor  general  of  Iowa.    Annual  report  of  the 

burrryor  geuenl  of  Dakota  Terri  1017.     An  nual  report  of  tbe 

Sarveyor  genera]  of  Colorado  and  Utah.     Ueport  of  tha 

boTVeyor  general  of  Kansas  and  Kehraska.    beport  of  the 

Borreyor  general  of  New  Mexico,     Bvporlof  the 

Surreyot  general  of  Washington  Territory.    Koport  of  the 

t-arreyor  general  of  Oregon.    Annual  report  of  tbe 

Samyor  geuetwl  of  Caluomia.    Annual  report  of  tbe 


TrcMDrer  of  tbe  United  Stales  (br  tbe  year  ending  June  30, 18G2.  Annual 
report  of  tbe 

Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  (br  the  year  ending  June  30, 186J.  Annual 
report  of  the.. 
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TreMurj.  tniumitdii|f  (tatemsat  of  Ibe  rsMiptB  and  eipeoditnres.i'or  tbe 
fear  eodiDK  June  3u,  16G2.     Letter  rrom  the  Socretarj  of  tbe 

Tivaamy,  ImuBinUting  the  namea  of  perBOOB  emplofed  io  the  cOMt  gmvej. 
Leller  from  Ihc  SecretArj  of  the 

Trensury,  relatiDg  Io  the  ctum  of  Canaick  bod  Hamicy.    Letter  from  the 
Comptroller  of  the 

Treasury,  relating  Io  Femisylvaiiia  militia  claims.    Letter  rrom  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the 

Tieanurj,  in  relation  to  the  opentioD  of  the  reciprocitj  treaty.    Lettor  from 
the  Secreiaiy  of  Ibe 

Trca^ur/,  irauamilliDg  tabular  BlatemenU  of  (he  eommiBBiooer  of  emanci- 
pation in  tbo  DiBlrict  of  Columbia.     Letter  from  (he  Secretary  of  tbe 

TicuHurf,  transmitting  a  list  uf  clerks  emplojed  in  the  Tieaiury  Depart- 
menL     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  in  atiawerto  a  reeolutioo  of  the  Houae  relative  to  the  BerTic< 
Jay  Cooku  &.  Co.  in  the  sale  of  United  Stales  Becoiities.     Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the - 

Treasury,  in  answer  Io  a  resolation  of  tbo  House  concerniDg  tbe  two  per 
cent,  fund  in  Illinois.    Letter  from  tbeSecictary  of  the 

Treainry,  traniimitting  stai^mcnt  of  thb  recuipts  and  expendilmes  for  tbe 
j'ear  16iS-'6:i.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe 

TiMiary.    Anmul  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Papers  aeannfaufitig  At  above. 

StnliinleDt  No.  1.  Beceipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1863 

Statement  No.  3.  Kereipts  and  expenditures  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1864 

Statement  No.  3.  Beceipts  and  expeiidituree  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1865 

Statement  No.  4.  Dniies,  reTeuues,  and  pablic  eiprndilures  for  ._. 
fiscal  year  ending  June  1)0,  ]H63,  agreeably  to  warrants  issned, 
exclnsive  of  tmat  tands 

Statement  No.  5.  Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  quarter  of  the 
fiscal  yoarl8S4,  enUinr  September  30,  1663 

Stalemont  No.  6.  The  indebtednegs  of  (be  United  States 

Statement  A.  Report  of  (be  Comptroller  of  (he  Cuirean 

8(alement  B.  Beport  of  Ihe  Commissioner  of  Internal  Hovenoe 

Statement  C.  Report  of  tbe  TrGSsuier 

Statement  D.  Beport  of  ibe  RcRinter 

Statement  E.  Brport  of  tbo  Solicitor 

Statement  F.  Bi^rt  of  iho  First  Auditor 

Statement  Q.  Report  otibe  Second  Auditor 

Statement  H.  Report  of  tbe  Third  Auditor 

Statement  I.  Ritpoit  of  tbe  Fourth  Auditor 

Statement  J.  Bt-port  of  the  Ffth  Auditor 

Statement  E.  Beport  of  (be  Sixth  Auditor 

Statement  L.  Report  of  the  First  Com ptroller 

Statement  U.  Report  of  the  Second  Comptroller 

Statement  N.  Report  of  the  Commissiouer  of  Custonu 

Stntemcnt  O.  Report  ol  the  supervising;  architect 

Statement  P.  Beport  of  the  Light-house  Board 

Statemeut  Q.  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey 

fitatement  B.  Beport  of  Ihe  Supervialng  Inspector  of  Steamboats 

Statement  S.  Report  of  Ihe  Director  of  tbe  Mint 

Statement  No.  7.  Coinage  at  tbe  United  Slates  mint,  annually,  from  it 
establisbmi^nt,  in  I7l:<ii,  and  also  Ihe  coinage  of  the  branch  mints  ani 
the  assay  office,  (New  York,)  from  their  organization  until  Jnoe  30 
IMKl 

Stotement  No.  8.  Amoant  due  under  treaties  nilh  rarious  Indian  tribes. 

Statement  No.  tf.  Coodiiion  of  tbe  banks  of  the  United  Stales  on  o 
about  January  I,  It^ 

Statement  No.  II).  Synopsis  of  tbe  returns  of  the  banks  in  the  dif- 
ferent States 


II.  General  view  of  ihe  ronditioo  of  tbo  banka  in  the 
Uuiu^  Stalen  ou  or  about  Januaiy  1,  ]KGI,  lo  i^l,  iQcluBive  ...... 

Statement  No.  Vi.  CatDparaiive  view  of  ibe  coudition  or  tbe  bonks 
ill  ilitTereul  sectlona  of^tbe  Uqiod 

Statemoui  So.  l:!.  Atuonnt  of  tbe  public  debt  on  tbe  first  Aaj  of 
Januarj  ia  cacii  year  from  1791  to  1643,  and  at  vaiiouB  dateH  in 
■ubseqoent  ji-ore  lo  July  1,  1S63 

Statement  Ho.  14.  Bevenue  collected  from  tho  beginning  of  the 
^vemment  to  Juno  30,  1663,  uuJer  tbe  BRveral  heads  of  cuitoma, 
internal  rtrenuQ,  Uirout  lai,  postu)^,  public  lands,  and  miacel- 
laneoni  sotuce^,  wilh  the  roceipta  trom  loans  and  treasury  nolea, 
and  tbe  total  receipts 

Btarement  No.  15.  Statement  of  cipenditnies  Itoid  the  beginning  of  the 
government  to  June  30,  1863,  under  tlio  several  heads  of  cjTil  list, 
loreipn  intercourse,  wnr,  navy,  interest  and  principal  of  public  debt, 
and  tola!  eipendituiea 

Stolcmeut  Ho.  lb.  Kccuiptg  and  expenditures  of  the  marine  hoapital  fund 
for  tbe  relief  of  sick  and  dlanbled  Heamen  in  the  porta  of  tbe  Uililod 
StBlettforthe  fiscal  jear  ending  Juno  30,  ISes 

Statement  Jin.  IT.  Amoimt  expended  at  each  custom-house  in  the  titlited 
Stalcia  during  the  UncbI  year  ending  June  '.MJ,  1863 

Slalemeni  Ko.  itt.  Nuuiber  of  persono  employed  in  each  district  of  the 
L'nited  States  fur  the  collection  of  cuaioms  during  Ihe  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 18C3,  with  tbeir  ocoupatiuD  and  compensation 

Stateooent  Ko.  19.  Uonersl  results  of  all  receipt*  and  disposal  of  mer- 
vbandira  within  the  United  Slalut  during  the  liscalveateadiag  June 
3U,1«63 

Stinnent  No-  30.  Amount  of  coin  and  bullion  imported  and  exporltd 
annually  from  W2I  to  1)^63,  inclusive.  Alsoacumpari^oaof  Ibeim' 
portatiou  and  exportation  during  tbe  same  years 

SiBlemeat  No.  31.  Gross  ralue  of  imports  and  exports  from  tbe  begin- 
ning of  the  government  to  June  30, 1863 

Statement  No.  •&!.  Value  of  domestic  produce  and  foraigD  mercbandiae, 
exclosivG  of  specie,  exported  annually  from  1831  to  18<i3,  inelusive  .. 

Statetnetit  No.  23.  Value  of  leading  articles  of  manufoclurea  exported 
from  June  30,  1846,10  June  :tO,  1(163 

Statement  No.  34.  Value  of  foreign  morchandise  imported,  re-exported, 
and  consumed  annually  from  1631  lo  1863,  inclusive.  Also  tbo  es 
timated  population  and  rate  of  consumptioa  prr  capita  during  the 
same  period 

Statement  No.  35.  Amount  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  StAtes  annually 
from  1789  to  IBti3.  Also  the  registerandenrolledand  licensed  tonnage 
employed  in  steam  nnvigatiou  each  year 

Statement 'No.  Tt6.  Slocks  held  in  trust  by  tbe  United  Stales  for  ihn 
Chickasaw  notional  fund  and  Smithsonian  Institution 

Statement  No.  27.  Range  of  prices  of  staple  articles  in  tbe  New  York 
market  at  Ihe  beginning  of  each  mouth  in  each  year  from  1835  to 

ims 

No.  88.  Itegnlatloi 
declared  i~  ' 

property 

'newury,  in  answer  to  renolntion  of  the  House  iu  Felatlon  lo  Uameit,  un 

employ^  in  tbe  Treasury  Deparlmenl.     letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the. 

Tnasury,  transmitting  annual  report  of  the  banks  iu  the  United  Stales. 

Letter  fiom  tbe  Secretary  of  the - 


TcsmU,  steam,  snilable  for  carrying  mails  to  and  from  foreign  porta.  Letter 
fram  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy  tronamltting  list  of 

Veteran  Beserve  Corps,  reumiting  invalids  iu  the.  Letter  from  the  Soere- 
tary  of  War  in  regard  to.'. 

^'oI[lnIee^s.  measago  from  the  President  of  tbo  Unitml  Stales  in  reloUoD  to 

Vi^nnieers,  veteran,  mosMge  ftom  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates,  trans- 
mitting h-ller  troni  t  lie  SecrMary  of  Wnr  in  relation  lo 
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War.    Addiu)  report  of  the  Secretarj  ol • 

Faftn  accompangiug  tht  aiove. 

Beport  of  the  ^npral'in-chlef  ■ < .. . '. 

R^jOTtoflhe  Adjutsnl  Oenernl i...- 

'      Report  of  the  QuBrtennfistcr  Uenenil 

Beport  of  the  CommliwBry  Geoeml  of  SabbiBtoDcs  ...... . >..... 

Heport  of  tbo  FsTiiittster  Oeneral .. 

Beport  of  the  Surgeon  General .-. 
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the  Secretary  of 

War,  in  relation  to  the  Hissoari  militia.     Letter  frotu  the  Secretary  of. 

Wur,  in  anawer  to  a  molation  tcanamitting  report  of  tbo  nnmber  and 
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In  tbe  veteran  corps.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House  in  relation  to  the  report  of 

General  Blunt.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House,  transmitting  report  of  Major 

Qeoeral  Morgan.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  in  anawer  loareaoluliou  of  tbo  House,  tmumittingllata  of  additional 

aides-de-camp,  showing  rank,  &c.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of.. 

Washington  Territory.      Brportof  the  sorreyor  general  of. 

Western  imvy  yard.    I«tter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Novy,  transmitting 

report  of  Admiral  Foote  in  relation  to  a 

Wilken,  Commodore.    I^tterfrom  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  tmumlttingpro- 

ccedingi  of  tbe  coart-nurtlal  In  the  cow  of- 
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PSOPOSED  IMPKOVEMENTS  TO  PASS  GUNBOATS  FROM  TIDE 
ffATEH  TO  THE  NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES. 


MESSAGE 

FROM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


Report  by  Charlet  B.  Stuart  upo»  the  propoied  improvementt  to  paii  gtmboatt 
from  tide-ioaier  to  the  nartker*  and  northwettem  lakei. 


Kim  t9, 1864. — Referred  to  tbeCotDDiltteHOD  RoadmindCanftlBnDd  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the  Htnate  and  Haute  of  Rfprt 

Charles  B.  Staort.  consulting  engineer,  appointed  sucli  by  roe  upon  in- 
vitalion  of  the  goTernor  of  New  York,  according  to  a  la'w  of  tliat  State,  has 
mide  a  report  npon  the  proposed  improvementB  to  pass  gunboata  from  tide- 
water to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  which  report  is  herewitli  reapectfiilly 
Itaamitted  for  vour  coneideration. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

If  ARCH  Sg,  1864. 


Rrport  made  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  on  ike  proposed  improve- 
mentt to  patt  gwAoattfrom  tide-water  to  the  northern  and  northieettem  lake*, 
hy  Charlet  B.  Stvart,  cmtvlting  engineer,  March  24,  1864. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  March  24,  1664. 
Sil :  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  yonr  excellency,  [  have  examined 
tb«  proposed  improvementa  for  the  passage  of  gunboats  from  tide-water  to  the 
nonhem  and  northwestern  lakes,  and  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

Very  Teepectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  B.  STUART, 

Contvlting  Engineer. 
Hn  EzmllcDcy  Abraham  Lincoln, 

Pretident  of  the  United  State*.  ^  , 
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Report  on  thepropoiei  improvemenlt  to  pat*  gunboatt  from  tide-water  to  lie 
northern  and  nvrthwetlan  lake*. 

In  that  part  of  the  physical  geography  of  the  North  Americaa  coDtineDt 
which  directly  interests  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  military  and 
coDunercial  purposes,  the  remarkable  position  of  the  great  drainage  basin  of  the 
npper  bikei^,  in  connexion  with  that  of  the  Mississippi  river,  presents,  at  a  glanoe> 
toe  necessity  and  the  benefit  of  their  direct  and  adequate  connexion  by  artifi- 
cial means. 

The  military  experience  gained  by  tlie  present  war,  waged  on  the  most 
gigantic  scale,  and  developing  all  the  prominent  principles  of  attack  and  defence, 
has  confirmed  all  that  has  heretofore  been  practically  or  theoretically  urged  a» 
to  the  importance  of  operations  by  veasels-of-war  in  harbore  and  rivers,  md 
other  means  of  inland  communication. 

It  is  plain,  then,  without  repetition  of  argnnients  long  and  forcibly  urged, 
that  the  jurisdiction  of  our  government  over  the  common  defence,  as  well  as  the 
general  welfare,  of  tbia  portion  of  the  conntry,  cannot  be  properly  exerdsed 
antil  the  great  chain  of  northern  and  western  lakes  has  been  connected  with 
tide-water,  so  aa  to  permit  of  combined  naval  movements  and  proper  local  sup- 
port, when  demanded. 

From  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  also  plain 
that  this  cbaiu  of  lakes  shouU  be  so  connected  with  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the 
Missiasippi  river,  that  war  vessela,  which  are  now  denied  inland  maintenance 
upon  the  lakeH.  may  be  readily  conveyed,  in  case  of  rupture,  to  thie  r^on  moBt 
vital  to  the  national  existence. 

The  ailment  of  vitality  may  be  very  briefly  stated.  The  food -producing 
States  of  the  Union  in  the  great  basins  dcscril>ed, use  this  cluun  of  lakes  as  the 
only  adequate  line  of  eastward  outlet  in  tlie  institution  of  a  commerce  which  is 
maintained  by  (he  seaboard  States,  and  the  great  waves  of  export  and  import 
which  give  support  to  the  government  and  prosperity  to  all  ranks  of  the  com- 
monwealth, ebb  and  flow  along  this  natural  channel. 

Not  only  thie  line  of  transit,  but  the  regions  which  border  it,  are  utterly  de- 
fenceless at  present,  and  at  the  mercyof  any  naval  force  which  may  be  auddenly 
or  urgently  despatched  against  them,  and  English  gunboata  conld  paga  through 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  Wellaud  canals,  on  a  declaration  of  war,  and  deetroy  the 
cities  and  commerce  on  the  iiortliern  and  western  lakes. 

Damage  might  thus  be  inflicted,  through  channels  long  since  provided  for  the 
purpose,  which  would  cast  into  utter  insignificance  the  cost  of  all  the  iraprove- 
ment.-<  urged  on  thcatteution  of  the  government. 

The  importance,  therefore,  of  thus  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  with 
those  of  the  lakes  and  the  Hudson,  by  navigable  channnels  capable  of  passing 
iron-clad  gunboats  or  monitors  from  one  series  of  waters  to  the  other,  caunot 
be  o  Veres  limited. 

IMPBOVBMBNT  OF  flBW  YORK    STATE  CA.NAId. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  joiul  resolu- 
tions were  adopted,  directing  a  survey  and  estimate  to  be  made  by  the  State 
engineer  and  surveynr,  under  the  direction  of  the  canal  board,  of  the  co>>t  of  con- 
structing one  tier  of  locks  on  the  Erie,  Oswego,  Champlain,  and  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca  canals,  in  a  permanent  manner,  of  stone,  or  of  wood,  or  of  wood  and 
stone  combined,  and  to  be  not  less  than  twenty-six  feet  wide  in  the  chamber, 
and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in  length  between  the  gatea, 
to  be  located  alongside  of,  or  near  to  the  present  locks,  and  calculated  for 
■even  feet  depth  of  water  in  the  canal ;  also  to  cause  a  survey  and  eatimate  of 
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the  quantity  of  eicuiTatioa  and  other  work  connected  therewitli,  neceseaiy  to 
nuintain  Afty-two  feet  width  of  bottom  and  seven  feet  depth  of  water  in  the 
cualB  above  named;  and  aleo,  if  any  new  feeders  will  be  neceseary  npon  any 
portion  of  the  canals  to  bring  these  enlai^d  locks  into  use  whep  constracted  ; 
if  to,  upon  what  portion  of  the  cuinle.  and  the  cost  of  the  same. 

The  preamble  to  the  sud  resolutions  recites  that — 

"Whereas  the  construction  of  the  said  locks  of  the  dimeusions  above  speci- 
fied will  ntaterially  promote  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in  providing  for 
the  common  defence,  augmenting  the  national,  eommerce,  foreign  and  domettic, 
and  strengthen  the  bonds  of  the  national  Union:" 

"And  whereas  the  general  government  may  deem  it  desirable  and  important 
to  secure,  without  delay,  the  right  of  ptrpetual  paseoge  throagh  said  canals,  with 
locks  ihns  enlarged,  free  from  lolls,  for  the  vesselis,  gunboats,  troops,  and  muni- 
tione  of  war,  military  and  nnval,  of  the  United  States,  and  to  render  its  fair  eqnir- 
■lent  to  the  Stale  by  contributing  justly  to  the  cost  of  the  workr    Therefore," 

"Rttolted,  That  the  governor  be,  ami  hereby  is,  empowered  and  requested 
to  invite  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  select  and  detail  a  competent 
engineer,  in  behalf  and  at  the  expense  of  the  general  govemmeat,  to  consult  with 
with  the  engineers  so  to  be  appointed  by  the  canal  lioard  in  respect  to  the  sur- 
veys mentioned  in  the  preceding  resolution,  and  at  to  the  mode  of  eomtructing 
lie  work  to  at  mott  effectually  to  promote  the  national  interettt." 

Upon  receiving  the  order  last  October  from  your  excellency,  I  proceeded  to 
Albuiy,  and  entered  at  once  opon  the  performaDce  of  the  dnty  contemplated  in 
ind  by  the  foregoing  resolntions. 

During  the  examinatinn  of  the  special  and  important  features  of  the  proposed 
iaiprovements  for  the  passage  of  gunboats  I'rom  the  Hudson  river  to  the  lakes, 
I  nave  consolled  frequeutly  with  the  State  engineer  and  surveyor  of  New  York, 
and  with  the  corps  ot  able  and  experienced  en^neers  in  ihe  service  of  the  State, 
charged  with  the  surveys  for  the  gunboat  locks  on  the  State  canals. 

1  have  visited  nil  the  principal  points  of  interest  on  the  works  surveyed,  and 
examined  the  locations  of  the  most  important  structures,  and  the  section  work 
connected  with  the  gunboat  locks.  The  question  of  water  supply  for  the  large 
locks  proposed  has  been  carefully  examined,  especially  on  the  eastern  and  mid- 
dle divisions  of  the  Erie  canal,  where  there  has  been  a  deficiency  at  times,  during 
the  lost  three  years,  between  Little  Falls  and  the  Seneca  river. 

Honorable  William  B.  Taylor,  State  engineer  and  surveyor  of  New  York,  in 
his  report  on  gunlioat  locks,  made  last  month  to  the  legislature  of  New  York, 
lays: 

"Great  care  ha;«  been  taken  by  tfaoae  having  chaise  of  the  surveys  to  obtain 
accurate  quantiues  for  the  estimates  and  to  select  the  most  favorable  locations 
for  the  proposed  locks." 

"  At  different  times  consultations  have  been  held,  at  which  Hon.  Charles  B. 
Staart  was  present,  to  perfect  plans,  examine  Icc^tions,  and  determine  the  best 
mode  of  arranging  the  estimates,  to  the  end  tliat  all  information  necessary  for 
rendering  correct  returns  niigltt  be  made," 

He  adds,  "  [  have  uo  hesitation  in  fully  indorsing  the  estimates  of  the  several 
en^neers  wlio  have  bei-n  engaged  in  these  investigations,  and  IVum  a  careful 
examination  of  their  returns,  together  with  tbe  personal  attention  bestowed 
during  tbe  progress  of  the  surveys,  I  consider  the  result  of  their  labors  to  be 
perfectly  satisfactoiy." 

1  fully  agree  with  the  State  engineer  and  surveyor  in  his  approval  of  "  the 
cfltimales  of  the    several  engineers  wbo  have  been  engaged  in  these  inresti- 

JAtione,"  and  believe  them  sufficient  to  complete  the  work  in  a peimanent  and 
niable  manner,  if  it  were  placed  nuder  contract  previous  to  July,  and  two  years 
■Uowed  for  ita  completion. 
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Tlie  detailed  eetimalai  iVom  wliicli  tbe  following  afaatiaota  and  re«ulte  have 
been  deduced,  aaeume  ihenreragepriceiofcommoK  labor  one  doUar  mnd  a  half 
per  day,  and/or  mechanical  labor  three  dollart  per  duy,  andjbr  malerialt  fifty 
per  eenl.  oner  the  price*  o/'1660. 

For  ubvioui*  reasons  I  »>troiigly  recommend  tlie  constiuction  of  atone  locks, 
inetend  of  wood,  or  of  wood  and  stone  lombiiied,  (embraced  in  the  reaolntions  of 
the  le^i-ijature.)  I  ■■<\eti  rccominittid  the  eulargement  of  one  of  the  present  locks 
uu  the  brie  caiial  where  they  are  dotibte,  except  at  I»ckpon,  in  preference  to 
tbe  conatruction  of  a  new  tier  alongside  of  the  donble  locks,  both  frum  aaving  in 
cost  of  constraction  of  more  than  one  million  and  a  halt'  of  dollars,  and  tbe 
economy  in  the  use  of  lockage  water. 

If  tbe  gunboat  locks  are  constructed  on  the  Erie  and  Oswego  canals,  I  deem 
it  highly  important  to  have  these  canals  deepened  to  eigkl  feet  of  water,  and 
would  recommend  a  greater  depth,  if  it  were  practicable,  ia  order  to  allow  gun- 
boatM  to  paaa  from  the  Uudaon  to  the  lakes  to  protectour  northern  frontier,  as 
large  us  English  gnnboats  cnn  now  pass  the  Canadian  canals  from  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

The  le^slature  of  New  York  having  made  appropriations  for  the  surveys  of 
the  Erie  and  Oswego  canals,  the  State  engineer  and  surveyor  only  inelnded 
these  canals  in  his  survey  and  report. 

The  joint  resolutions  called  for  surveys  and  estimates  of  cost  of  each  separate 
canal.  I  have  therefore  inade  an  estimate  of  the  Champlain  and  of  the  Cayuga 
and  Stneca  canals,  with  tlie  aid  of  Danid  C.  James,  ibe  divitiion  engineer  on  tlie 
fonnur  work,  and  my  knowledge  of  those  improvements  when  I  was  the  Btate 
engineer  and  surveyor  of  New  York.  I  submit  with  confidence  the  following 
estimates : 

TRR  BRIB  CANAL. 

This  canal  connects  the  Hudson  river  with  Lake  Erie,  It  is  350J  miles 
in  length.  Total  lockage  lJ54j'^  feet.  There  are  fifty-seven  double  and  four- 
teen single  locks,  with  two  guartl  locks.  The  lift  locks  are  18  feet  in  width  and 
110  feet  io  length  in  their  chambers,  admitting  a  boat  of  98  feet  in  length,  and 
17^  feet  in  width,  drawing  6J  feet  of  water.  Tbe  double  locks  are,  with  the 
exception  of  the  five  combined  at  Lockport,  all  located  between  the  Hudson  and 
Seneca  rivers.  The  prism  of  the  canal  is  generally  52  J  feet  wide  in  the  b^>ttom 
with  tlie  exception  of  about  ninety  miles  between  Albany  and  Bochester,  where 
the  old  bench  walls  narrow  the  bottom  to  40  feet  in  width.  The  sum  of 
$1,784,185  is  included  in  tbe  estimates  to  remove  them,  and  widen  the  bt^tom 
to  tbe  52  feet  as  required  by  the  joint  resolution.  The  surface  of  the  canal  ia 
usually  seventy  feet  wide  and  the  water  seven  feet  deep. 

The  estimated  cost  of  gunboat  locks,  constructed  of  stone,  enlar^ng  where 
they  are  double,  and  building  new  ones  where  they  are  single,  with  eight  feel 
of  water  in  canal,  is  <10,380,169  75. 

THB  08WB00  CANAL. 

This  canal  connects  LakeOntario  with  the  Erie  canal  at  Syracnse.  It  is  thirty- 
eight  miles  in  length,  with  154-^^  feet  descent  to  the  lake,  distributed  in  eighteen 
locks,  all  single,  and  of  the  dimensions  of  those  on  the  Erie  canal.  The  priam 
of  this  canal  is  the  same  as  the  enlarged  Erie,  where  the  Oswego  river  is  not 
used  for  navigation. 

^^Estimated  cost  of  new  gunboat  locks  of  stone,  with  eight  feet  water  in  tbe 
canal,  is  $2,503,000. 
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TUK  CHAMPLAIN  CANAL. 

This  canal  canDecte  the  Erie  canal  with  Lake  Ctiamplain.  Its  length  is  64 
milea,  nnd  the  Bummit  level  150  feet  above  tide- water.  The  ascent  from  the  Erie 
cuial  ia  125}  feet,  overcome  by  thirteen  locks,  and  the  descent  from  the  summit 
level  to  the  lake  is  56}  feet,  by  seven  locks,  all  single.  The  ptism  is  generally 
thirty  feet  wide  on  bottom  and  fifty  feet  on  top.  Many  locks  have  been  enlarged 
to  the  dimensions  of  the  Erie  canal  locks,  and  the  Commissioner  in  charge  of 
this  work  has  recommended  an  appropriation  of  SSO.OOO  to  complete  the  work. 

The  estiniated  cost  of  the  ganboat  locks  in  this  canal,  bailt  of  stone,  with 
ught  feet  of  water  in  canal,  is  «6.S91,000. 

THB  CAYtroA  AND  SENBCA  CANAL. 

Hit  canal  connects  Seneca  lake  with  the  Erie  canal  at  Montezuma.  It  is 
25  miles  long,  including  the  Seneca  river,  which  forms  part  of  the  navi- 
gation. The  descent  from  the  lake  is  86}  feet  by  eleven  locks  of  IS  by  110 
feet  each  in  their  chambers,  and  seven  feet  of  water  on  the  mitre  sills.  The 
priem  is  56  feet  on  the  bottom  and  70  feet  on  the  top,  and  seven  feet  water. 

The  cost  of  gunboat  locks  of  stone,  with  eight  feet  of  wat^r  in  the  canal,  is 
Htinutcd  at  S1,097,00D. 

SrPPLV  OF  WATER. 

Tile  most  important  qncfltion  embraced  in  the  investigation  of  the  proposed 
Uprovement  was  the  ample  supply  of  water  for  gunboat  locks  on  the  Erie 
ciDal,  for  both  naval  and  commercial  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  quantity  re- 
paired for  the  present  loi'ks,  particnlarly  on  the  middle  division. 

Fortunately  the  able  and  experienced  engineers  in  charge  of  the  surveys  of 
the  three  several  divisions  of  that  work  fully  understood  and  appreciated  the 
impnrtanc«  of  the  duties  with  which  they  were  intruated  by  the  State  engineer 
kA  enrveyor,  and  caused  very  careful  and  minute  surveys  and  examination)  to 
be  made  of  the  streams  and  lakes  of  the  surrounding  country.  They  repo'' 
the  cust  of  the  necessary  feeders  and  reservoirs  on  the  middle  division  at 
3395,177,  and  on  the  eastern  division  £331,169,  to  supply  all  the  water  neces- 
tary  for  naing  the  gunboat  locks  to  their  maximum  capacity. 

prr  mf  null. 

The  long  level,  east  of  Syracuse,  the  Jordan  and  Port  Byron  levels, 
west  of  that  city,  (all  on  the  middle  division,)  Iiave  now  a  supply  of 
water  equal  to 28,  230 

Add  proposed  supply  from  new  feeders  and  reservoirs,  estimated .      19,  411 

Total  supply  per  minute 47,641 

Total  demand,  estimating  a  trade  of  300  lockages  per  day  through  the 
KasoQ,  requiring  140  locks  full  of  watei-,  of  pres<;nt  size,  and  60  of 
Urge  locks,  and  allowing  for  filtration,  waste,  and  evaporation  from 
uual  prism,  200  cubic  feet  per  minute  per  inile 45,  835 

Sutplu*  on  tlie  three  levels 1,  806 

The  Syiactue  and  Montezuma  levels  (the  two  others  on  this  division)  are 
abundantly  supplied  by  lockages  from  other  levels. 
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On  the  cadtcm  division,  from  Higginsvilk,  nu  the  long  level,  (the  west 
end  of  this  division,)  to  lock  Ko.  39,  at  Little  Falle,  48  miles,  the 
present  supply  of  water  is 16,  296 

Proposed  supply  from  Fish  creek  new  feeder,  estimated  per  minute  at       7,  400 

Total  snpply  per  rainnte 23, 696 

Total  demand,  cstimatiug  a  trade  requiring  150  locks  fiill  of  water,  of 
preseut  size,  and  75  of  large  locks,  per  day,  and  that  two  locks  fitll 
of  water  will  pass  three  boats,  and  allowlDg  200  cubic  feet  per  min- 
ute per  mile,  as  above,  on  4S  miles  of  canal  prism,  and  also  allowing 
for  lockages  at  weigh  lock  at  Utico.  &c 23,  111 

Surplus  on  the  above  4S  miles 585 

From  lock  No.  39,  at  Little  Falls,  to  lock  No.  3,  near  Troy,  79  miles,  the 

present  supply  is 92,  041 

The  demand  for  the  trade  above,  estimated  for  tbis  division,  would  be, 

Bllowing  for  filtration,  evaporation,  &c.,  as  above 6S,  543 

Surplus  of  water  on  79  miles 24,  096 

From  lock  No.  3  to  lock  No.  1,  at  Albany,  including  the  West  Troy 
aod  Port  Schuyler  eide-cnts,  and  West  Troy  basin,  the  amount  of 

water  supplied  is 22.  960 

The  Burplus  not  required  for  the  last  item  is  used  for  hydraulic  purposes  at 
West  Troy. 

In  case  more  water  ehould  in  futurn.  be  required  for  tliia  division,  it  can  be 
obtained  from  tlic  West  Cnoacia  creek,  and  other  streams  flowing  into  tlie  Mo- 
hawk river,  and  nl*D  by  constructing  rtitiTvoirK  at  the  head  of  the  Black  river, 
and  on  the  Canada  and  Caroga  creeks. 

Cubic  tnl 
per  BllBOl*. 

The  western  division  from  Seneca  rirer  to  Lake  Erie,  150  miles,  is  sup- 
plied from  the  lake  with 43,600 

Total  demand  for  the  amount  of  trade  above  estimated  for  the  middle  di- 
Tision,  and  allowing  200  cubic  feet  per  minute  per  mile,  for  filtration, 
evaporation  of  prism,  and  also  allowing  for  waste  at  Rochester  weigfa- 
lock  and  mechanical  structures 41,  820 

Surplus  on  this  level 1,780 

If  a  larger  supply  should  ever  be  required  for  lockages  on  the  western  divi- 
sion, it  can  be  obtained,  to  the  amount  of  at  least  S,000  cubic  feet  per  minute, 
by  simply  enla^ng  the  openings  in  the  supply  gates  near  Black  Rock,  and  raise 
the  crests  of  tbe  waste  weirs  on  the  levels  below  Lockport  locks  to  their  original 
height,  at  a  cost  of  not  over  S30,000.  Should  a  still  larger  quantity  be  demanded 
on  this  divison,  it  could  be  obtained  from  Lake  Erie  by  lowering  the  bottom  of 
the  canal  through  the  mountain  ridge,  and  adding  supply  gates  at  Black  Rock. 

The  State  engineer  and  surveyor  states  in  his  report  of  lost  month,  in  refer- 
ring to  supply  of  water  fur  the  gunboat  locks  :  "  This  question  is  one  of  the 
most  important  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  new  gimboat  locks. 
Indeed,  by  many  it  has  been  deemed  imposaible  to  obtain  a  supply  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  contemplated.     In  view  of  this  theory,  very  careful  e 


iiyGoo^lc 


BBPOBT  OF  CBABI.E8  B.   STIIART.  7 

and  lecnrate  calcolAtiona  have  been  made,  in  order  to  cover  all  contingenci«B 
that  eoold  possibly  arise,  and  to  provide  means  for  securing  the  desired  result." 
fie  adds,  that,  in  his  opinion,  Fish  creek  feeder  will  furnish  all  ihe  additional 
■apply  needed  on  the  lone  level  from  Syracuse  to  Utica,  and  also  the  levels  be- 
tween the  latter  city  and  Little  Falls.  If  one  of  the  present  locks  should  be 
aUcrged  on  these  levels,  instead  of  building  a  third  lock  for  ganboats,  I  fully 
agree  with  the  opinion  above  expressed ;  but  if  not  enlarged  as  recommended,  I 
think  thejbur  new  reservoirs  above  referred  to,  estimated  to  supply  5,485  cubic 
feet  per  minute,  for  sixty  days  in  the  summer,  will  he  required  for  the  long  level 
OD  the  middle  division.  I  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  the  present  supply  of  water 
on  the  western  division  is  ample  and  "  equal  to  all  that  may  be  required  during 
Buny  years  to  come ;"  and  that,  "  the  Oswego  canal  will  not  requuv  any  addi- 
tions to  its  present  supply." 

RBCAPITULATION   OF   COST. 

Cott  ofyropoted  improvement  vitA  ttone  hckt,  enlarged  loekt — 


WithBeyenfeelWBter. 

Witb  Mght  feet  water. 

«8,  S90, 169  75 

2,353,000  00 

6, 156,  100  00 

997,000  00 

tie,  360, 169  75 

S,  SOS,  000  00 

6,591,000  00 

1,  097,  000  00 

Total 

18,096,269  75 

20,571,169  75 

Total  cott  to  enlarge  one  of  pretent  hcki,  icilh  eight  feet  water  in  canal. 

Erie  canal,  (including  feeders) »10,  775,  346  75 

Oiwego  caual 2.503,000  00 

Total  on  both  canals 13,278,346  75 


Cott  from  Hudton  riper  to  Lake  Ontario. 

Erie  canal  to  Syracuse »6,  576,  228  75 

Oiwegocanal 2,503,000  00 

Total  coat 9,  259,  2S8  75 


Total  amount  of  land  damaget. 


Erie  canal. - . . 
Osw^  canal. . 


Erie  canal  to  Syracuse »153, 000  00 
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General  tk.ntinary  ^  Ike  propoted  improvemenl  in  New  York.     Coit  of  one  tier 
of  new  loekt  of  ttone,  with,  eight  Jett  i^waterin  canal,  wcluding  all  itenu. 

Erie  canal,  (including  feeders) SIS,  298,  085  15 

Oawego  canal 2,  503,  000  00 

Ghamplun  canal 6,  591,  000  00 

.  Oaw^  and  Senecn  canals 1,  097,  000  00 

Total  cost. 22.S89.085  15 

Deduct  cost  of  deepening  canala 2,  474, 900  00 

Com,  (per  joint  resolutioDB) 20,  014,  X85  15 

Deduct  difference  between  all  new  locks  and  enlarging  one  of 

double  locks  where  it  is  practicable 1,  S22,  718  40 

Total  with  eight  feet  water. . : 18,  491,  466  75 

Deduct  cost  of  removing  bench  tcaih  in  ninety  miles  of  Erie 

canal,  to  widen  from  40  to  58  feet  on  bottom 1.784,  185  00 

Total  coat 16.707.281  75 


These  bench  vialU  are  being  removed  by  the  State  as  rapidly  as  the  constitn- 
tioaal  requirements  for  expending  the  revenue  will  allow,  and  will  soon  be  re- 
moved. 

TUB   MAQABA   SHrP-CANAL. 

Under  the  present  disposition  of  our  naval  power  the  construction  of  the 
Niagara  ship-canal,  forming  as  it  would,  in  conjunction  with  the  Illinois  canal, 
an  unbroken  cliain  of  navigation  in  American  waters,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  is  of  great  importance,  and  some  allusion  to  its 
location,  as  a  question  of  exposure,  is  perhaps  required. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  the  location  of  the  work  near  the  frontier  under 
the  apprehension  that,  in  case  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  would  be  destroyed. 
But  to  admit  the  possibility  of  any  armed  occupation  of  this  part  of  the  north- 
ern border  presuppo.ies  the  Ions  of  (he  Erie  canal  above  Tonawanda  Creek,  the 
destruction  of  Buffalo  and  the  towns  on  llic  Niagara  river,  and  the  entire  con- 
trol of  the  commerce  on  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  fay  the  enemy.  Wluit 
we  have  to  fear  from  the  power  of  England,  in  the  event  of  war,  is,  the  prompt 
occupation  of  the  lakes  by  a  naval  force  sent  through  the  Canadian  canals. 

If  she  succeeds  in  this,  without  similar  facilities  on  our  part  of  gunboat  chan- 
nels from  the  seaboard,  our  harbors  and  commerce  on  the  lakes  would  be  at  her 
mercy;  but  in  a  movement  of  land  forces,  as  a  question  of  territorial  occupa- 
tion, the  United  States  would  always  have  the  supremacy  in  numbers  and  power 
and  could,  upon  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  take  armed  possession  of  the 
Canadian  peninsula  as  far  westward  as  Burlington  Heights,  or,  at  least,  on  the 
line  of  the  Welland  canal,  to  control  its  use  and  protect  our  Niagara  frontier- 
The  fear  of  this  result,  doubtless,  causes  the  efforts  now  being  made  in  Canada 
for  the  early  completion  of  the  interior  line  of  water  communication  tbrough  the 
Ottawa  river  and  canal  to  the  western  lakes.  The  line  of  the  Niagara  ship- 
canal  is.  therefore,  aa  a  question  of  local  protection  hy  land  force*,  the  lea»t  ml- 
nerable  part  o''  the  entire  water-board  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  with  proper 
fortifications  at  the  head  and  mouth  of  the  Niagara  river  and  at  the  termini  of 
the  canal,  the  navigation  of  both  canal  and  river  could,  in  any  event,  be  pro- 
tected in  ease  of  war  on  the  frontier. 
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TOPOORAPRY   OF   NIAO^tRA   COUNTY. 


Tbe  wfttera  of  Lftkes  Saperior,  Michigan,  Huron,  8t.  Glair,  and  Erie  are  dia- 
ehu^ed  into  Lake  Ontario  tbrougli  tbe  Niagara  river,  and  descends  in  a  volmne 
of  ninety  millions  of  tons  per  hoar  over  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

The  Niagara  river  is  thirty-two  miles  in  length,  nnd  averages  above  the  falls  a 
mile  in  width,  and  embraces  seven  islands  in  its  course.     From  Lake  Erie  to    ' 
SchloBser,  a  dtstauce  of  eighteen  miles,  it  is  navigable  for  the  largest  class  of 
kke  vessels,  the  velocity  of  its  current  being  slight  except  for  a  short  distance 
It  Black  Bock. 

From  a  point  about  a  mile  below  Schloascr  the  river  falls  rapidly  to  the  edge 
tf  the  cataract,  tbe  descent  being  fifty-two  feet  in  less  than  two  miles. 

The  vertical  descent  of  the  American  Falls  is  1^4  feet,  and  from  its  foot  the 
river  descends  in  a  series  of  rapids  and  whirlpools  103  feet  in  a  distance  of  six 
milee,  to  the  village  of  Lewiston,  and  thence  to  Ontario  about  two  feet  in  seven 
siles,  with  a  deep  navigable  channel. 

From  Lake  Erie  to  Schlosser  the  banks  of  the  river  are  generally  low,  rising 
bat  a  few  ff«t  above  its  surface ;  thence  to  the  top  of  the  Lewiston  mountain,  at 
Fort  Gray,  the  ground  rises  gradually  to  an  elevation  of  about  seventy  feet 
tbove  the  level  of  the  river  at  Schlosser,  and  nearly  four  hundred  feet  above 
I«ke  Ontarin.  The  descent  of  the  mountain  is  abrupt  tn  the  level  of  Lewiston, 
wliich  is  one.  hnndred  feet  above  the  lake,  and  from  this  place  the  country  slopes 
pBdnally  to  the  lake  shore.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Niagara  county  is  marked 
by  two  important  levels — that  of  the  Niagara  river  above  the  falls,  and  that  of 
Like  Ontario.  The  Lewiston  mountain  forms  tbe  dinding  line  to  these  levels, 
its  ajnrse  being  easterly  until  merged  in  the  general  surface  of  the  country, 
Hventy  milex  distant. 

The  upper  level  of  the  Niagara  river  is  intersected  by  several  streams,  of 
vbich  the  most  important  are  Tonawaiida  creek,  Cayuga  creek,  and  Gill  creek, 
the  latter  emptying  into  the  river  at  Scblosser.  Bloody  run  &lls  into  tbe  river 
gorf^  below  the  whirlpool.  A  few  small  streams  take  tlieir  rise  in  tbe  succes- 
live  plateaus  below  the  Lewiston  mountain,  and  discharge  into  Lake  Ontario. 


From  this  brief  description  of  tlie  topography  of  tbe  country  at  Niagara,  it 
will  be  obvious  that  tbe  cost  of  constructing  a  ship-canal  around  the  falls  will 
depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  dimensions  of  the  canal  and  the>tocks 
idopted,  eBpecially  by  (Aeir  breadth  of  chambrr.  Hence  the  several  surveys 
made  for  this  work  within  tbe  past  eighty  years,  for  each  of  which  a  scale  of 
aarigation  vaa  adopted  suited  to  tbe  class  of  vessels  in  use  at  the  time  they 
were  severally  made. 

In  1784  a  sur\-ey  for  a  canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara  waa  made,  with  a 
view  of  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie  by  a  system 
of  slack- water  and  lake  navigation,  which  was  partially  completed  by  the  works- 
«t  Little  Falls  and  Wood  creek,  constructed  by  tbe  Western  Lock  Navigation 

In  1798  a  company  was  chartered  by  the  State  of  New  York  to  construct  a 
canal  amund  Niagara  Falls,  capable  of  passing  boats  of  eighty  tons  burden,  to 
be  completed  within  ten  years  tnereatlcr. 

In  1809  the  legislature  of  New  York  directed  the  surveyor  general  of  the 
State  to  explore  a  route  for  a  canal  from  the  Hudson  river  to  J^ake  Eric,  and  be 
accordingly  employed  James  Geddes,  a  civil  engineer,  to  survey  a  route  for  a 
canal  around  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  from  Scbloescr  to  Lewiston. 

1'he  same  year,  ( 1808,)  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  to  that  body  an  able 
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and  el&faorate  leport  in  relation  to  intern&l  improTenioiit«,  irhich  should  com- 
mand the  attention  and  aid  of  the  general  government,  among  which  wae  in- 
cluded the  important  project  of  the  Niagara  ship  canal,  from  flchloeeer  to  Lew- 
iston,  eia  the  Devil's  Hole.  In  1 B3C  another  and  more  accurate  survey  was  ef- 
fected, under  the  direction  of  private  individuals,  who  had  associated  themselves 
together  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  charter  from  the  State  of  New  York  to  ac- 
complish this  purpose.  Under'this  survey  the  canal  was  intended  to  have  its 
termiui  on  the  Niagara  river,  as  above  named.  This  plan,  however,  failed,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1835  the  President  of  the  United  States  ordered  a  third  survey 
to  he  made  on  a  still  more  enlarged  scale,  and  for  this  purpose  Captain  W.  O. 
Williams,  of  the  United  States  topographical  corps,  a  competent  and  faithfdl 
officer,  was  detailed,  a  duty  which  he  performed  during  the  season  of  1835  with 
ability  and  skill,  and  on  the  17th  March,  1836,  made  au  able  and  detailed  re- 
port of  several  lines  examined,  and  demonstrated  the  practicability  and  im- 
porlancc  of  the  work. 

Upon  the  scale  of  navigatiou  recommended  by  him  for  the  class  of  vessels 
then  navigating  the  lakes,  bavmg  a  prism  of  one  hundred  ^nd  ten  feet  wide  on  the 
surface  of  water,  and  ten  feet  in  depth,  with  locks  two  hundred  feet  long  and 
fifty  fi^et  wide',  whonc  average  lifts  were  tru  feet,  he  estimated  the  shortest  line 
from  Schlosser  to  Lewiston  at  seven  miles,  4,040  feet  in  length,  and  to  cost 
$2,568,899  36  with  single  locks,  and  £3,610,596  31  with  double  locks. 

In  1853  the  commissioners  named  in  the  charter  granted  by  the  State  of  New 
York  for  constructing  the  Niagara  ship  canal,  appointed  myself  the  engineer-in- 
chief,  and  Major  Edward  W.  Serrell,  of  New  York,  the  associate  eu^neer,  to 
survey  the  country  between  Tonawanda  creek  and  Lake  Ontario,  to  ascertain 
the  most  feusihle  route  lor  constructing  a  canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara  of 
the  dimensions  of  the  St.  Mary's  canal,  then  being  built  for  the  passage  of  the 
largest  side-wheel  steamers  then  navigating  the  western  lakes. 

Several  routes  were  earefnlly  surveyed  and  their  cost  estimated  for  a  canal 
170  feet  wide  on  the  top,  130  feet  onthe  bottom,  and  14  feet  depth  of  water, 
with  locks  300  feet  long  and  70  feet  wide  in  the  chamber.  The  shortest  line,  eight 
miles  in  length,  $10,290,471  59  with  single  locks,  and  $13,169,9.^9  69  with 
double  locks.  The  topography  of  the  country  around  the  falls  absolutely  com- 
pels deep  excavation  through  clay  or  rock  material  from  the  Niagara  river, 
above  the  falls,  to  the  brow  of  the  Lewiston  mountain,  on  all  the  seven  routes 
surveyed  in  1853  and  1863. 

The  location  of  320  feet  of  lockage  down  tlie  sides  of  this  mountain,  where  the 
foundations  of  the  locks  must  be  placed  upon  the  solid  rock-pits  excavated  out 
of  the  river  gorge  or  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  is  more  or  less  expensive,  as 
determined  by  the  scale  of  navigation  adopted,  and  especially  by  the  width  of 
locks.  This  is  shown  by  reference  to  the  estimates  of  1835  and  1853,  made 
for  this  work;  also,  by  a  comparison  of  the  estimated  cost  upon  th  scale  of 
navigation  adopted  for  the  examination  last  November  and  December,  with  a 
prism  of  105  feet  ou  tlic  surface  of  water,  and  13  feet  deep,  with  locks  275  feet 
long  and  45  feet  wide,  averaging  16  feet  lifl;  each,  estimated  at  S6,007,011 
with  single  locks,  and  $7,680,555  with  double  locks,  on  the  shortest  line  from 
Schlosser  to  Lewiston,  six  miles  and  3,070  feet  in  length.  The  average  cost  of 
Jve  lines  turveyed  is  §5,958,947  25  with  single  locks,  and  $7,538,529  with 
double  locks;  the  average  length  of  lines  is  eight  miles  428  feet.  The  average 
depth  of  water  in  the  principal  harbors  of  the  western  lakes  does  not  exceed  12 
feet,  and  this  depth  has  often  to  bo  maintained  by  dredging  their  chanuels.  As 
the  deptli  of  waler  in  these  harbors  limits  the  draughts  of  vessels  passing  tliia 
canal,  it  follows,  that  tvirhe/eet  of  water  in  its  piism,  with  locks  of  corresiKinding 
capacity,  will  meet  alt  the  present  requirements  of  this  artificial  navigation. 

The  increasing  volume  of  lake  trade  may  compel  improvements  in  the  harbors 
■uid  the  deepening  of  the  cliannel  ou  the  St.  Clair  flats,  so  as  to  provide  for  vea- 
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aels  of  greater  draught  hereafter.  Where  ao  lar(,'e  un  intcn^st  is  involved  it  is 
difficak  to  iet  limits  to  future  improvements  in  navigation,  or  to  the  development 
of  a  commerce  which  haa  increased,  in  less  tlian  half  a  century,  from  tlie  email 
iteamer  Walk-in-the- Water,  aad  forty-two  sail,  only  two  of  which  exceeded 
100  toDB  barden.  to  more  than  1,700  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  of  400,000  tons, 
tfiauporting  aKtmaUy  a  trade  double  in  raluethe  whole  Jbreign  commerce  of  the 
VmoK.  To  provide  for  this  possible  contingency,  I  would  recommend  that  the 
mitre  sills  of  the  locks  be  placed  with  reference  to  the  future  deepening  of  the 
piism  of  the  canal,  when  the  western  harbors  and  the  channel  through  St.  Cltur 
flats  are  materially  improved 

SUBVBY8  OP   1863. 

Surveys  were  made  last  year,  under  my  immediate  supervision,  by  Daniel 
Harsh,  assisted  by  George  D.  Stillson,  both  able  and  esperienced  civil  cngiueera 
of  New  York  State,  for  a  ship  canal  around  tbe  Falls  of  Niagara,  of  the  dimen- 
(ions  above  named,  on  five  lines  thoroughly  examined. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  construction,  the  value  of  common  labor  has  been 
•ssunted  at  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  day,  and  of  mechanical  labor  three  dollars 
per  day ;  and  allowing  three  years  to  construct  llio  work.  Great  care  has  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  mnteriiil  necessary  to  be 
removed,  for  the  fonnntion  of  the  prism  of  the  cnnal,  and  for  the  location  of  the 
locks  and  intermediate  basins.  The  prices  provide  for  stone  locks  of  the  best 
worknuuiehip,  and  sustaining  walls  for  ifae  alopea  of  the  prism,  where  not  in  rock 
■  txcavatioti.  They  also  provide  for  the  enhanced  value  of  materials,  and  allow 
twenty  per  cent,  for  engineering  and  contingencies,  as  these  items  should  be 
ample  to  meet  every  difticulty  and  emwgeucy  likely  to  occur  in  a  work  of  this 
chuacter  and  magnitude.  Every  allowance  has  been  made  to  construct  a  work 
that  iiholl  be  permanent  and  durable,  at  once  worthy  of  nationiil  aid  and  com- 
mensurate with  the  importance  nud  grandeur  of  the  undertaking. 

The  fuHowiug  table  hIiows  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Niagara  ship-canal,  upon 
the  three  several  surveys  made  by  the  engineers  referred  to,  on  tiie  respective 
wales  of  navigation  adopted  by  them  for  the  work,  allowing  for  tbe  increased 
piice  of  materiab  aud  labor  since  1835  and  1853,  and  adding  the  same  per 
tenWge  for  engineering  and  contingencies. 


Bttimattd  eoti  i^  canal  from   Schlo§»er   to    LeurUton, 
Natural  Bonn. 


Fort    Gray  and 


Dote  of  tatvey 

»iiilei.f  u aviation. 

Cott  with  Moglc 
lofks 

84.  621,  474 
13.720,628 
6,  784, 101 

net  with  douU« 
lo.-k«. 

1835 

1853 

1863 

iMkt 
200  by  50  feet.— 10  feet  water. 
300  by  70  feet.— 14  feet  water. 
275  by  45  feet.— 12  feet  water. 

SC,  268,  189 
17,  559,  946 
7,  316,  307 

The  harbors  8t  the  termini  of  the  several  lines  examined  on  the  Nia^ 
the  lai^;e8t  veseeta  on  the  western  liJtes.     The  latter  has  onl^  about  eight  feet 


I  the  exception  of  the  Cayuga  creek  harbor,  of  sufficient  depth  to  float 


water  at  tbe  low  level  of  the  lakes,  but  is  capable  of  easy  dredging,  and  reaeels 
eu  find  sbdlernnder  the  lee  of  Grand  island.  C'onolr 
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LOCATION  OF   CANAL. 

Id  directing  the  examination  for  the  location  of  the  Niagara  ship  canal,  in 
1853  and  1863,  the  atteution  of  the  locating  engineer  was  called  to  the  selection 
of  the  matt  direct  and  /eatible  route*,  having  in  view  the  coat  «/*  eoiutfitetitm, 
and  the  advaiUaget  of  operating  and  maintaining  the  work  with  the  Ittul  annMol 
outlay.  For  the  reaeona  named,  the  proximity  of  the  rentes  surveyed  to  the 
frontier  of  a  foreign  power  has  not  presented  a  valid  objection  to  it*  location  os 
the  heat^pottible  route  around  the  Fall*  of  Niagara. 

AVithout  dwelling  on  the  reepective  merits  of  the  lines  recently  aurveyed,  or 
of  those  heretofore  examined  for  this  canal,  I  would  recommend  further  accurate 
surveys  of  the  Niagara  frontier  before  finally  determining  its  location,  which 
should  be  made  for  the  best  interest  of  the  project  and  the  government,  irrespec- 
tive of  all  other  considerations. 

ILLINOIS  SHIP  CANAL. 

The  construction  of  a  ship-canal  from  the  Mississippi  river,  a  short  distance 
above  St.  Louis  to  Chicago,  by  the  improvement  of  the  JUinoia  and  Des  Plaines 
rivera,  and  a  portion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  will  give  an  inland 
navigation  for  gunboats  of  1,000  tons  burden,  of  1,750  milea  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  Lake  Michigan. 

This  improvement  would  embrace  the  enlargement  of  the  present  canal  from 
the  Chicago  river  to  the  lower  daju  at  Joliet,  a  distance  of  thirty-three  and  a  half 
miles,  to  a  width  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  on  the  suiiace,  and  a  depth  of 
seven  feet  at  the  minimum  stage  of  Lake  Michigan,  &otn  which  the  supply  of 
water  will  be  directly  drawn. 

Below  Joliet  the  present  canal,  except  for  a  few  miles,  would  be  abandoned, 
and  the  Dea  Plaines  and  Illinois  rivers  improved  for  navigation  by  locks  and 
dama.  The  water  to  supply  this  improvement  will  be  drawd  from  Lake 
Michigan,  thus  affording  an  ample  supply  during  the  Inw  Btagea  of  water  in 
the  rivers. 

The  whole  amount  of  lockage  from  Chicago  to  Joliet  is  fifty  feet ;  from  Joliet 
to  La  Salle,  eighty-eight  feet,  and  from  thence  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river, 
thirty-two  feet,  making  the  uggregate  lockage  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
UiasisHippi  river  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet.  The  distance  is  three  hundred 
and  twenty  miles. 

This  improvement  has  beeu  carefully  surveyed  and  its  cost  estimated  by 
Messrs.  William  Gooding  and  John  B.  Pi'eston,  civil  engineers  of  experience  and 
ability  in  Illinois,  and  an  able  report  wu^  made  hy  them  in  May,  1S63,  showing 
the  feasibility  of  the  project  nt  a  comparatively  small  expense. 

This  report  recommends  the  conptruction  of  five  dams;  two  of  them  on  the 
Des  Plaines  river  and  three  on  the  Illinois.  To  overcome  the  diffei-ence  of  level 
between  the  lake  and  river,  twenty-one  locks,  varying  from  eight  to  twelve  feet 
lift  each,  are  proposed;  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  by  seventy -five  feet 
wide  ui  the  chamber,  with  seven  feet  water  on  the  mitre  sill.  But  one  guaid  lock 
is  required. 

A  gunboat  25Q  feet  long  by  44  feet  wide,  and  drawing  ordinarily  ten  and  a 
half  feet  of  water,  could,  by  the  aid  of  properly  constructed  lighters  or  barges, 
be  buoyed  up  and  passed  without  difficulty  or  delay  between  the  Miasisaippi 
river  and  the  lake. 

The  total  cost  of  the  improvement,  constructed  in  the  most  substantial  and 
permanent  manner,  has  been  estimated  by  the  engineers  above  referred  to,  at 
813,446,628.  This  estimate  ia  based  upontheassumption  that  "the  average  wag^a 
of  common  laborers  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar  per  day  1  thftcos^of  svppl' 


cos^of  snppbea  what 
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tbey  hiive  nsaftll7  been  in  proaperons  times,  and  that  full  three  yean'  time  b* 
given  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  work.'' 

Messn.  Gooding  &  PteatOD,  referring  to  the  river  improvumeotB  in  theif  re- 
pwt  of  May  30,  1863,  Btate,  that,  "  when  we  funiiahed  thn  estimate  to  Greneml 
Webster,  which  he  indorsed  and  presented  in  his  report  to  the  War  I>epart- 
ment,  do  survey  had  been  made  for  this  part  of  the  line.  We  had,  however, 
been  well  acqnainted  with  the  Des  Plaines  and  Illinois  rivers  for  a  qnarter  of  a 
century ;  knew  the  amMint  of  lockage,  and  where  the  material  mnst  be  obtained 
to  construct  the  dams  and  locks,  &c.,  and  ventured  to  make  an  approximate  eeti- 
male.  Many  persons  opposed  to  the  improvement  attacked  oar  estimate,  and 
ve  were  compelled  to  admit  that  it  had  been  made  without  any  very  precise  data. 
Since  then,  a  survey  has  been  mode  aoder  our  superiisioo,  by  A.  J.  Mathew- 
•on.  B6<j.,  an  experienced  engiueer,  whose  map  and  profile  of  the  route  from 
CUcBgo  to  La  8wle  we  eabmit  herewith.  We  are  now  able  to  present  an  eati- 
■ite  of  all  parts  of  the  route,  Irom  Lake  Michigan  to  the  UisBiasippi  river, 
which  we  trust  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  the  proposed  improvement. 
Its  enemies  will  not  probably  be  satisfied  with  the  facta  in  the  caae,  for  they 
prove  incontestably,  that  no  improvement  of  anything  like  equal  importance  waa 
erer  executed  for  three  times  the  amoant  which  this  will  coat." 

Having  visited  the  line  of  the  proposed  imprevement  luat  year,  and  fully  ex- 
amined the  maps,  profiles,  plans,  and  details  of  estimates  above  referred  to,  and 
coninlt«d  with  Messrs.  Gooding  &  Preston  on  the  manner  of  conatructing  the 
«wk,  I  fiilly  coneOT  with  these  geotlemen  in  their  estimate  of  its  probabli!  cost. 
It  the  rates  named  by  them  in  their  report,  for  tabor  and  materials,  it'  four  years 
ibnold  be  allowed  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  The  necessity  of  taking  ad- 
Tinlage  of  a  low  stage  of  water  in  the  rivers  fin-  placing  the  foundations  of  the 
Kraal  dams,  may  require  this  period  of  time  to  construct  them  with  economy. 
If  deemed  adviai^jle,  a  saving  of  82,000.000  might  be  efteeted  in  the  first 
ctn  of  this  improvement  by  enlarging  the  present  ctmal  on  the  summit  level  to 
100  fcet  in  width  on  the  surface,  and  95  feet  oci  the  bottom,  with  extra  widths 
•t  convenient  points  for  vessels  over  45  fret  beam  to  pass  each  other.  This 
width  wonld  accommodate  all  vessels  other  than  loi^  side  wheel  et^nkmers,  and 
ike  additional  width  could  be  made  hereafter,  if  rpqitired,  with  but  little  outlay 
sboip  the  present  estimate  for  the  completed  work,  and  without  internipting 
UTigation. 

WKSTBRN    RIVER    IMPROVEMBNT8. 

Second  only  in  importance  to  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  «hip-cniiiil  is  the 
deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  Misaissippi  river  at  thi;  Des  Moines  and  ttock 
ItUnd  rapids,  and  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  VVisconsin  rivers  between 
Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chten.  These  works  have  been  examined  by  com- 
compctent  engineers,  and  their  cost  found  to  be  inconsiderable,  compared  to 
their  value,  if  completed  on  a  scale  of  navigation  adequate  for  naval  ami  com- 
mercial porposee. 

NAVAL   STATIONS   AND    DOCK-YARDS, 

Intimately  connected  with  the  proposed  gunhnut  cuuals,  between  the  Hudson 
and  the  Hissisaippi  rivers,  is  the  pnq>er  selection  of  naval  stations  iind  dock- 
yards, secare  from  winter  storms  and  ice-floods,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  raids 
from  the  border  and  the  waters  covered  by  the  treaty. 

I'here  are  sitea  fm;  naval  stations  on  the  borders  of  Lake  Michigan  which 
poweos  all  the  advantages  enumerated.  Elevated  but  a  few  feet  above  its  sur- 
uee,  are  a  series  of  small  lakes,  between  Little  Traverse  bay  and  the  Michigan 
shore,  opposite  Boia  Blanc  island,  deep  and  hijrh  banked,  soma  of  which  ate 
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from  tea  to  fifteen  miles  in  length,  by  four  or  five  ia  breadth,  and  easily  con- 
nected by  ehort  caoale  with  Lake  Michigan.  Grand  Trareree  bay  commnni- 
cates  with  a  ximilar  xeriee  of  inland  sheets  of  water. 

Hacktnac  atraita,  the  key  tn  Lake  Michigan,  and  in  a  meaatire  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior, should  be  strongly  fortified,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  defences  of  the  u)iper 
lakes,  and  made  impTcgnable. 

LAKE   CHAMPLAIN    AND    ITS   c;0NNBXION8. 

Tbia  lake  would  afford  a  favorable  site  for  a  naval  station  for  gunboats, 
sLoold  the  locks  be  suitably  eiilai^;ed  on  the  Cbamplain  canal  as  proposed. 
The  lake  is  navigable  by  first-clnfa  steamei-s  from  Whitehall  to  St.  John's,  a.  dis- 
tance of  laS  miles.  Its  waters  flow  into  and  join  the  St,  Lawrence  river  at 
Sore],  57  miles  fram  St.  John.  This  lake  is  connected  with  Canadian  commerce 
by  the  Chambly  canal,  12  miles  long,  intersecting  the  Richelieu  river  30  miles 
from  its  outlet,  admitting  the  passage  of  vessels  of  about  400  lona  burden,  draw- 
ing 6  J  feet  of  water.  From  Montreal  to  Kingston,  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  there 
is  an  unbroken  navigation  for  vessels  of  800  tons,  and  thence,  via  the  Wclland 
canal,  to  Chicago,  for  vessels  of  460  tons  burden,  with  only80  miles  of  artificial 
navigation  in  the  total  distance  of  over  1,£00  miles  from  Whitehall,  at  the  foot 
of  Lake  Champlain. 

The  enlargement  of  the  locks  on  the  <'ayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  of 
New  York,  would  allow  tlie  passage  of  gunbuats  from  and  to  the  lakes, 
through  the  Erie  and  Oswego  canals,  to  a  secure  and  commodious  harbor  in 
Seneca  lake,  Jree  from  ice  in  the  utinter,  with  bold  shores  and  deep  water. 
These  peculiar  advantages  of  this  lake,  added  to  its  inland  position,  removed 
from  the  waters  embraced  in  the  treaty  with  England,  and  yet  in  close  proxim- 
ity to  the  northern  and  western  lakes,  and  of  easy  access  by  the  canals  already 
constructed,  and  the  proposed  improvements,  including  the  Sodus  Bay  canal 
projected  to  Lake  Ontario,  all  comoine  to  give  it  unrivalled  advantages  for  a 
gunboat  dock -yard  and  naval  depot,  if  the  gunboat  locks  are  constructed  on  the 
New  York  State  canals. 

In  addition  to  these  valuable  features,  the  extensive  system  of  canals  and 
railways  now  connecting  Seneca  lake  with  the  northern  and  western  lakea,  and 
with  tide-water  on  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware  and  the  Susquebannah  rivers,  and 
penetrating  the  vast  coal  and  iron  fields  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  would 
enable  the  government  to  provide  at  moderate  cost  the  materials  necessary  for 
naval  vessels,  and  command  labor  and  skill  readily  when  demanded. 

REMOVAL   UP   HUDSON    RIVBR  OBSTRUCTIOTIS. 

Tlie  increasing  demand  for  enlarged  facilities  for  the  transport  of  the  products 
of  the  west  to  the  seaboard  require  the  removal  of  the  obatnictions  in  this 
noble  river  for  a  distance  of  about  10  miles  below  Albany.  The  following 
communtcatioD  from  the  deputy  State  engineer  and  surveyor,  under  whose 
charge  the  work  is  now  being  done,  shows  the  extent  of  the  improvements  al- 
ready made,  and  the  work  yei  to  be  accomplished  to  obtain  eight  or  nine  feet 
depU)  of  water  in  the  channel. 


"Ofpicb  op  thb  State  Enoinbbr  and  Subvbvor, 

"Albany,  January  28,  1864. 
"Dear  Sir;  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  herewith  submit  facts  showing 
the  present  navigable  condition  of  the  Hudson  river.     The  total  amount  ex- 
pended below  the  city  of  Albany,  since  1804,  by  tbe  State  and  general  govern- 
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meot,  is  (455,879.  The  result  has  b«en  to  obtain  a  perraauent  nsTisable 
cbtnnel  at  mean  low  tide  of  7  J  feet  over  the  whole  h'ne  of  obBtroctions,  where, 
m  1819,  only  4  feet  were  realized.  This  increase  of  depth  has  improved  the 
fommercial  capoeity  of  the  river  300  per  cent.,  and  cheapened  the  cost  of  trana- 
portation  from  40  to  50  per  cent. 

"A  bill  is  now  before  the  legislature  appropriating  8300,000  for  completing 
the  improTement,  by  removing  the  obstructions  at  Cuylers'  bar,  head  of  Gamp- 
bell  ismnd ;  and  at  the  head  of  Scfaodack  channel.  When  this  is  accompliehed, 
s  permanent  navigable  channel  will  be  obtained  in  1865,  of  from  eight  to  nine 
feet  depth  of  water  at  mean  low  tide,  over  the  whole  line  of  obstructiona. 

"  I  would  most  respectfiilly  refer  yon  to  the  accompanying  map,  which  showB 
the  improvements  made  and  to  be  made,  also  the  present  depths  of  water  on 
the  remaining  obstructions. 
"Respectfiilly  yours, 

"8.  H.  SWEET, 
"Deputy  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

"General  Charlbs  B.  Stuabt." 

The  accompanying  map  exhibits  the  several  routes  proposed  for  the  passage 
of  gunboats  to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  from  the  Hudson  and  Uis- 
finippi  rivers,  together  with  the  extent  of  the  natural  and  artificial  navigation. 


Fram  the  Bndion  to  the  UiulMippi.       '  Natnrst.milea.  lAnifidal,  milce.'    Tolal  miles. 


ru  Erie  Canal  route  i« |         1,000 

■■  Oswego  "     1,150 

■■  Champlsiu  "    I         1,430 


In  point  of  capacity,  the  canals  of  Canada  Far  exceed  those  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  Those  around  the  rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  which  afford 
direct  and  easy  access  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  Lake  Ontario,  have  locks  200 
feet  iu  length  and  from  45  to  50  feet  in  width,  with  from  eight  to  nine  feet  depth  of 
water,  having  a  cubic  capacity  of  72,000  feet  and  over,  and  capable  of  passing 
guohoatii  of  from  600  to  650  tons  burden.  If  lengthened,  as  now  proposed  by 
the  bill  before  parliament,  they  would  pass  vessels  readily  of  1,000  tons. 

This  fact  demonstrates,  witnout  argument,  the  imperative  necessity  and  im- 
pi'Ttance  of  constmcting  channels,  equal  at  least,  if  not  larger  than  those  in 
Canada,  for  the  protection  of  our  frontier  and  lake  eommerce,  by  mouitors  aud 
iron-clad  gunboats. 

The  startling  and  wonderful  achievements  of  the  little  Monitor  upon  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  give  additional  importance,  nay,  vital  necessity,  for 
enlarged  channels  of  communication  for  the  pottage  of  impregnable  vettelt  of 
irar,  adequate  to  eope  tcith  any  that  can  be  tent  through  the  Canada  canalt 
note  conttructed  or  propoted.  The  honorable  Edward  Everett  recently  re- 
marked, with  truth  and  eloquence,  that  "when  the  noble  young  commauder  of 
the  monitor  dropped  upon  the  floor  of  his  pilot-house,  stunned,  lacerated,  black- 
ened, and  bleeding,  with  scarce  a  vestige  of  humanity  iu  his  manly  counten- 
ance, he  had  inaugurated  a  new  era  in  naval  warfare." 

The  efficiency  of  this  practice  of  warfare,  however,  for  the  protection  of  our 
inland  frontier  and  commerce,  depends  entirely  upon  the  facilities  provided,  iu 
season,  for  parsing  vessels  of  war  from  tide-water  to  the  lakes  by  a  more  en- 
larged gyst^  of  navigation,  the  completion  of  which  would  indeed  form  a  new 
era  in  the  military  and  commerotal  policy  of  this  country. 


:v  Google 
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Recapihilation. 

Estimated  cost  of  proposed  improvements  for  the  pMsage  of  |:nQbo8ts  of 
250  feet  in  length,  44  feet  in  width,  and  drawing  lOA  feet  wuter,  of  1,350  tone 
burden,  from  the  UiMiBsippi  river  to  the  northern  and  northweetem  lakes. 

niinoie  ship-canal,  320  miles S13,  446,  628  00 

Niagara  ship-canal,  8  inilea 5, 9d8,  947  25 

Total  for  328  miles 19,  405,  576  25 


Estimated  cost  of  proposed  improvements  for  the  passage  of  gnnhoats  200 
feet  in  length,  25  feet  in  width,  and  drawing  6i  feet  of  water,  of  650  tons 
burden,  from  the  Hudson  river  to  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes. 


Erie  canal,  (new  locks,)  350  J  miles #18,398,085  15 

Oswego  canal,  (new  locks,)  38  miles S,  503,  000  00 

Champliun  canal,  (new  locks,}  64  miles 6,  591,  000  On 

Total  for  452J  milea '. 21,392,086  16 

Total  cost  from  Hudson  river  to  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario  for 

388J  miles  of  canal  improved  ia *14, 801,086  15 

Total  cost  from  Hudson  river  to  I^ke  Champlain  for  64 

miles  of  canal  improved  is 6,591,000  00 


NATIONJIL  AND  COMMBRCIAL  IMPORTANCE  OP  THE  PROPOI^KD  IMPROVBMBNT. 

Having  noticed  the  military  and  engineering  features  of  the  proposed  improve- 
ments aa  briefly  as  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  project  would  permit, 
its  national  and  commercial  importance  deserves  some  consideration.  It  has 
been  tralv  said  that  "the  commerce  which  floats  upon  a  river  like  the  Missieeippi, 
draining  half  a  continent,  or  upon  the  great  lakes,  whose  shore  lines  are  longer 
than  those  of  the  seaboard  States,  or  is  potu'ed  through  an  artificial  channel, 
like  the  New  York  canal,  is  as  much  national  as  that  which  is  wafted  over  the 
Atlantic ;' '  when  it  is  shown  that  eight- ninths  of  the  cereals  are  derived,  not  from 
a  single  State,  but  from  a  group  of  States,  and  arc  moving  not  to  a  local  market, 
bnt  to  the  markets  of  the  world,  furnishing  to  the  navigating  interest  the  outward 
bound  freight  as  well  ex  the  return  cargo,  and  conferring  a  direct  benefit  on  the 
national  finances  ;  and  when  the  proceeds  of  those  products  are  traced  through 
all  the  ramifications  of  trade,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  not  simply  the  citisens  of 
one  State,  but  the  western  producer,  the  consumer  at  home  and  aboard,  the  navi- 
gator, the  importer,  the  consumer  of  foreign  fabrici;,  and  the  government  itself, 
all  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  result. 

It  is  a  measure  whose  benefits  are  not  to  be  circnmscribed  by  State  lines,  but 
one  which  connects  three  distinct  systems  of  navigation  and  renders  them  avail- 
able for  external  and  internal  commerce,  for  national  unity,  and  military  defence. 

Nature,  in  forming  the  mountains,  vallies,  lakes,  and  rivers  of  this  continent, 
marked  the  highway  of  commerce  though  a  depression  of  the  Alleghanies,  the 
lowest  in  their  range  from  Canada  to  Alabama.  The  genius  of  Clinton  improved 
this  feasible  ront«,  from  the  lakes  to  tide-waWr,  and  the  Northwest  dates  its 
rapid  and  wonderful  growth  frvm  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal,  in  1825,  and 
its  future  mainly  depends  upon  enlarging  and  multiplying  the  channels  between 
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the  Midsiseippi  and  the  Hodeon,  cheap  and  adequate  for  transporting  its  pmdnctsi 
or  ita  increase  is  checked  before  one  qnarter  of  its  fertile  acres  have  beon  brought 
nndcr  cnltiTation. 

Great  as  have  been  the  benefits  of  the  Eric  canni,  there  is  a  limit  to  its  cupa- 
aty,  and  the  testimony  of  commercial  men  is  concurrent  that  the  existing  avenues 
oTcommnnication  between  the  lakes  and  the  tide-waters  are  already  inade(|uate  to 
accummodate  the  traffic  seeking  the  seaboard.  Committees  from  the  Com  Ex- 
change  of  New  York,  and  the  Buffalo  Board  of  Trndc,  stated  to  the  joint  com- 
mittee on  canals  of  the  leeislature  last  year,  that  the  capacity  of  the  locks  had 
be«rn  reached  in  1862,  and  that  ■>  while  10  or  IS  days  should  he  ample  time  to 
mn  a  loaded  boat  from  Buffalo  to  New  York,  18  to  22  are  now  required." 

Him.  E.  S.  Prosser,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  states  in  a  papir  read  by  him  he- 
fore  the  City  Historical  Society,  December  28,  1863,  thai  "in  18G2,  the  boats 
bt-iug  so  numerous,  and  the  delays  in  passing  them  through  the  locks  80  great 
a?  actually  to  prolong  the  trip  fully  one  half  (between  Buffalo  and  Albany)  from 
what  it  was  when  there  was  no  detention  at  the  locks,  Tiiia  fact,  which  has 
bi-en  very  often  denied,  where  it  should  have  been  proclaimed,  is  fully  illus- 
trated and  shown  by  the  clearaucea  which  accompany  the  boatB."  It  may  perhaps 
he  ihongfat  that  thiB  result  ia  mainly  due  to  the  interruption  of  commerce  down 
the  Minsiseipp)  river,  and  upon  the  restoration  of  that  channel  to  the  ocean  to 
p(-acel'al  occupation,  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  surplus  products  of  the 
upper  Miseissippi  and  the  Missouri  valleys  will  seek  an  European  market  through 
Xpw  Orleans,  in  prefereucc  to  the  eastern  route  to  the  Atlantic,  provided  there 
were  suitable  and  cheap  means  of  transit  completed  from  the  Miasissippi  to 
the  HudsOD.  This  ia  a  mistaken  idea,  if  entertained,  which  a  brief  reference  to 
till'  stotistica  of  the  trade  for  many  yeare  will  dispel.  The  committee  of  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  in  a  recent  report,  say: 

"In  the  early  settlement  of  the  west,  the  Mississippi  was  the  only  outlet  for 
tW  products  of  the  country;  but  the  opening  of  the  New  York  and  Canadian 
canals,  and  of  not  less  tb^  five  ttank  railways  between  the  east  and  the  west, 
has  rendered  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  a  matter  of  secondary  im- 
portance. The  heated  waters  of  a  tropical  sea,  destructive  to  most  of  our  articles 
of  export ;  a  malarious  climate,  shnnned  by  every  norlhemcr  for  at  least  one- 
half  of  the  year ;  and  a  detour  in  the  voyage  of  over  3,000  miles  in  a  direct  line 
to  the  markets  of  the  world ;  these  considerations  have  been  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  divert  the  great  flow  of  animal  and  vegetable  food  from  the  south  to  the 
east.  Up  to  1860  the  west  found  a  local  market  for  an  inconsiderable  portion 
of  her  breadstuffs  and  provisions  in  the  south ;  but  after  supplying  this  local 
demand  the  amount  which  was  exported  from  New  Orleaus  was  intignificant — 
kardiy  exeeeding  S2,000,OOD  per  annum." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tri'aanry,  in  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1860,  shows  the  amount  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions  exported  to 
foreign  conntries,  from  New  Orleans  and  New  York, respectively,  as  follows; 

From  New  OrlwinB.     From  New  York. 

Wheal,  bushels 2,189  1,880,908 

Wheat  flour,  barrels    80,541  1,187,200 

Indian  com,  bushels 224,382  1,580,014 

Indian  meal,  barrels 158  86,073 

Pork,hariel8 4,250  109,379 

Uanu>  and  bacon,  pounds 890,230  16,161,749 

Reducing  flour  to  wheat,  630,066  bushels  from  New  Orleans,  ns  againat  9.827,287 
hu?bel8  I'rom  New  York  the  year  before  the  war. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  61 ^ 
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PORBIGN    DEMAND   FOR    TrBSTBBN    BBBADSTUPPS. 

The  populntion  of  the  European  states  has  been  eetimated  at  aboDt 
280,000.000,  of  whom  not  less  than  150,000,000  are  conaumerB  of  cereala  lo 
tlie  amount  of  neurly  1,000.000.000  of  bvulieh  annually.  The  obatacles  inter- 
posed by  nature  limit  the  prodnction  of  human  food  in  Europe  to  nearly  it« 
present  boundari.;a,  thus  making  t\\b /uturf  increase  of  population  mainly  dr- 
pendtnt  upon  Amerira  for  hreadstvffa  and  provisions. 

The  dependence  of  Great  Uritain  and  the  continent  npon  foreiern  eupplie;  be- 
comes more  appflrent  each  year.  In  IS35  the  imports  into  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  of  brciidstufls  amounted  to  59  per  cent.;  and  in  1860  it  rose  to  SS  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  amount  coneumed. 

lu  18G1  England  imported  grain  of  all  kinds  : 

From  Southern  Russia 12.831,270  bushels. 

From  the  Baltic 15.327,830 

From  British  America,  moBtly  from  the  United  Slates   . .  11.888.390 

From  the  United  States 53.981.760 

Total 94,019.253 

of  whieh  more  than  half  was  from  the  United  States. 
The  imports  into  England  in  1862  were  as  follows  : 

Of  wheat 95.423.590  bushels. 

Of  IndiAn  com 27,512,610        " 

Of  flour 7,314,331  cwt- 

The  average  price  of  wheat  in  England  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  bas 
been  $1  43  per  bushel.  The  continental  price,  SI  25  per  bushel,  being  17  cent* 
lets  as  the  price  of  transportation  to  England. 

COST   OR   TRANaPORTATtON. 

The  average  price  of  trdnsportation  on  western  wheat  from  Chicago  to  Liv- 
erpool, via  New  York,  for  the  past  four  years  has  been  about  48  cents  per  btishel, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  by  careful  inquiry,  of  which  amount  32  ceuts 
was  for  the  ocean  freight  from  New  York  to  Liverpool  of  3.000  miles,  and  26 
cents  for  the  charges  from  Chicago  to  New  York  of  1,600  miles  by  water  route. 
Deduct  the  coet  of  transportation,  and  four  cents  additional  for  stora^  and 
commissions,  from  the  average  price  in  England,  would  leave  the  Chicago  value 
at  90  cents  per  bushel,  (besides  the  difference  in  exchange,)  and  the  value  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  about  80  cents.  In  addition  to  the  English  and 
Continental  exports,  those  to  Mexico,  Braail,  and  other  South  American  ports, 
the  West  India  and  British  American  provinces,  have  been  considerable  of  late 
years,  and  the  last  year  greatly  exceeding  any  former  years,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  1,325,143  barrels  of  flour,  and  1,204.913  bushels  of  grun. 

The  total  exports  from  New  York  in  1863  to  alt  ports  was : 

Barrels  of  flour 8,691,033 

Barrels  of  commeal 135,344 

Barrels  of  rye  flour 6,3G4 

Bushels  of  peas 78,909 

Bushels  of  grain 34^225,573 
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Total  exports  from  Canada  to  Great  Britain,  via  the  St.  Lawrence  river  and 
ocf&Q,  from  September  1,  1862,  to  September  1,  1863,  was: 

Bam-lg  flour 687,986 

Bushels  wheat 5,722.377 

Biishela  com I 1.578.458 

Bii^helfl  peas 694,999 

Brcadstuffe  and  proyisions  exported  from  the  United  States  to  1869, 
838.305,991 ;  1860,  $46,271,850;  1861,  894,866,735  ;  1SG2.  8122,650,043.  In- 
crcaee  in  two  years  nearly  180  per  cent,  in  value ;  and,  in  thice  yeaii*,  220  per 

CONTINEXTAL   SOURCES  OP  SUPPLY. 

The  great  European  port  for  eliippin^  wheat  ia  Oantzic,  on  the  Baltic. 
The  wheat  in  raised  in  Giilicia  and  Poland,  from,  five  to  seven  hundred  miles 
inland,  and  brought  to  the  i-eaboard  in  flat-boltomcd  boats  suited  to  the  uaviga- 
lion  of  rivers,  usually  shoal,  and  abounding  in  rapids,  a  mode  of  conve}'nnce 
bolh  tedious  and  expensive,  costing  from  16  cents  to  23  cents  a  bushel  to 
traiic'port  it  to  Danlzic,  or  an  average  of  19j  cents  per  bushel,  and  from  that 
port  to  Liverpool,  about  18J  cents,  equal  to  38  cents  per  bushel,  or  10  cents 
Ic*:'  than  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool. 

"  Another  great  source  of  supply  is  the  Black  sea  ports.  The  Dneisler,  the 
Dnieper,  the  Don,  and  Volga,  are  navigable,  but  abound  in  shoals  and  rapids. 
Wh^at  is  sent  to  Odessa  and  Kertch  by  these  streams ;  and  by  land  it  is  brought 
toraarket,  in  wagons,  often  many  hundred  miles.  The  route  between  Odessa 
and  Liverpool  is  circuiWus,  and  consumes  ae  much  time  as  is  required  to  cross 
the  Atlantic  from  New  York.  The  voyage  must  bo  performed  in  the  winter 
sea.ion,  in  conBeqnenceof  the  heated  waters  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  injure  the 
wheat  if  the  voyage  is  made  in  the  Bummer.  The  price  on  Imard  at  Odeesahas, 
for  several  years,  averaged  about  93  cents,  and  the  •transportation  to  England 
35  wdXx  per  bushel,  making  81  27  total  cost. 

*'  With  an  improved  water  communication,  as  now  proposed,  the  cost  of 
shipping  a  bushel  of  wheat  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Liverpool  would  not 
exceed  36  emit  a  huihei,  which  icoufd  be  let*  than  the  transportation  frotn  the 
(mtinaital  source*  i/ Mupply,  and  make  a  discrimination  infaoorofthe  American 
priKlucer. 

"At  the  past  average  price  of  wheat  in  England  it  would  make  it  worth 
II  03  at  Chicago,  and  95  cents  on  the  Mississippi,  and  75  cents  per  bushel 
*t  Fort  Union.  The  American  farmer  could  then  successfully  enter  the  lists 
ft  Eoropean  competition,  and  contend  for  a  monopoly  of  the  provision  markets 
of  the  world,  and  not  be  dependant  on  any  accidental  deficiency  in  the  crops 
of  Europe,  but  rely  on  nearly  an  unvarying  market  for  all  his  surplus  crops 

PBODUCTS  OF  THR    NilRTHWEST. 

The  great  crop  of  the  northwest  is  Indian  corn,  and  the  yield  in  1862  prob- 
ably exceeding^ce  hundred  millions  of  hiisheh  ;  but  with  the  existing  rates  of 
transportation  not  more  than  one-tenth  of  this  vaft  crop  reached  the  seaboard. 

The  yearly  quantity  of  wheat  and  Indian  com  already  sent  through  the 
lakti-  lo  ihe  tide-water  from  the  northwest,  even  under  the  existing  high  prices 
fur  transport,  is  over  one  hundred  millions  of  bushels.  The  annual  saving  of 
•Jnly  15  cents  a  bushel  mjreight.  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Hudson  rivers, 
gmwing  ont  of  the  completion  of  the  pioposed  improvements,  certainly  a  very 
reasonable  estimate,  on  the  small  proportion  of  cereak  now  exported  from  the 
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food-prodncing  States  of  this  Union,  would  eqaal  $16,000,000  or  40  per  cent, 
per  annum  tm  the  aggregate  rott  of  their  conttrvctwn  from  river  to  river. 

With  Buch  tt  Ptimulus  for  tLe  production  of  the  cereals  for  exportation, 
OBtimating  the  future  by  the  past,  it  is  impossible  to  assign  limits  to  the  pro- 
ductive power  of  the  northwest,  "That  power  will  keep  pace  with  the  world's 
demand  for  bread — a  demand  always  craving,  hut  never  satisfied.  Hostile 
or  local  legislation  may  undertake  to  confine  its  passage  to  particular  channels, 
and  iutereatod  parties  to  levy  extortionate  charges  on  its  transit,  bnt  the 
reciprocal  interest  of  producer  and  consumer  will  bo  sufficiently  powerful  to 
sweep  away  all  such  obstacles.  The  universal  sentiment  of  mankind,  aa  well 
as  the  dictates  of  a  sound  political  economy,  demand  that  products  of  such 
vital  necessity  t«  the  race  shall  be  incumbered  with  the  least  possible  restraints." 

From  the  census  returns  of  the  United  States,  it  appears  that  the  nine  "fooi- 
producing  States, ''  carved  out  of  the  Territory  of  the  Upper  Uissiseippi  valley 
since  1788,  exhibits  tbe  progress  of  population  as  well  as  of  cultivation' in 
these  States,  from  1800  to  1860,  ns  about  two-fold  in  each  decade ;  and  that  the 
increase  in  agricultural  products  and  in  domestic  animals  has  been  in  about  the 
same  proportions.  In  1860,  52,199,000  acres  were  under  cultivation,  about  15J 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  and  yet  larger  than  all  the  cultivated  lands  of 
the  British  empire.  The  gri.'at  fact,  however,  to  which  all  others  are  subordi- 
nate, is  the  vast  extent  of  these  food -producing  States.  It  embraces  an  area 
of  336,192,640  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of  it  exceedingly  fertile  and  easily 
cultivated,  mainly  by  labor-saving  machiuery.  No  adequate  idea  can  be  formed 
of  this  enormous  extent  of  arable  and  pasture  land,  exceeding  as  it  does  that 
of  Europe,  and  twelve  times  greater  than  that  of  England, 

The  vast  increase  of  agricultural  products,  and  also  of  pecuniary  wealth, 
stands  vividly  recorded  in  the  census  of  1860,  as  follows,  viz  : 

Iq  niDO  States.  In  1860.  Id  1860. 

Bushels  of  wheat 43,842,038  89,293,603 

Bushels  of  corn •. 222,208,502  392,289,631 

Bushels  of  oats 42,328,731  62,738,901 

Bushels  of  rye 730,507  3,997.001 

Bushels  of  barley 831,517  4,865,761 

Head  of  swine 8,536,182  11,039,332 

Head  of  cattle 4,373,712  7,204.810 

Showing  an  increase  from  309,840,295  of  bushels  in  1850,  to  553,185,197 
bushels  of  cereals,  the  productof  the  nine  food-producing  States  for  the  year  1S59, 
based  onacrop  which  was  nearly  one-third  defcienl,ai  contrasted  with  those  of 
1860  and  18C1.  After  feeding  the  existing  population  of  those  States,  there 
remains  a  surplus  of  at  least  500,000,000  buskeis  of  cereaU.  to  be  used  as  peed 
for  future  crops,  as  food  for  domestic  animals,  and  for  exportation,  cither  in  a 
crude  state,  or  in  a  concentrated  form,  as  beef,  pork,  lard,  oil,  whisky,  &c.,  &c. 

But  I  need  not  dwell  longer  upon  these  important  facts,  and  valuable  statis- 
tics respecting  the  food- producing  States,  as  your  excellency  has  already  directed 
the  attention  of  Congress  in  your  annual  message  to  the  vital  importance  of  tbia 
great  interior  region,  with  its  vast  adjacent  territory  yet  to  be  settled,  which  you 
truly  denominated  "  the  most  important  in  the  world ;"  and  in  view  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  future,  plainly  foreshadowed  in  the  statistics  of  the  past,  declare 
yourself  "  overwhelmed  in  the  magnitude  of  the  prospect  presented." 

These  facts  are  of  vast  importance  and  moment  in  this  crisis  of  our  national 
life,  and  should  command  the  earnest  study  and  attention  of  the  statesmen  nnd 
people  of  our  country,  to  cheapen  to  the  utmost  limits  the  transit  of  this  agricul- 
tnral  wealth  to  the  ocean. 
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?   OP  TRANSPORTATION. 


The  State  engineer  and  Burveyor  Btatea,  in  Ilia  report  on  tho  gunboat  locks, 
that  "the  engineers  who  fixed  tho  dimeneioas  of  the  prism  nnd  locks  of  the  Erie 
eanel  id  1835,  when  its  construction  was  authorized,  estimated  lliat  the  enlarge- 
ment Tonld  enable  the  carrier  to  reduce  the  cost  of  trail sportatiou  fifty  per 
ceut. ;"  and  adds  that,"  John  B.  Jaivis  went  into  a  thorough  investigation  of  t'le 
lobject,  and  rediued  it  to  a  mathematical  certainty."  He  then  proceeds  to 
demonstrate  from  the  calculations  made  by  himself,  based  upon  experiments 
made  iu  France,  to  determine  the  resistance  in  navigating  canals  with  the  form 
of  boat  very  similar  to  those  now  used  on  the  Erie  canal ;  the  cost  of  transpor- 
Ution  per  ton  per  mile,  as  follows  : 

Towed  by  kortet  at  an  average  speed  of  two  milti  per  hmtr. 

Old  Erie  canal  boats,  with  76  tons  cargo ^  4^';^  mills. 

PresNit  Erie  canal  boats,  with  210  tons  cargo ...  ^  ^-{§5  mills. 

Proposed  Erie  canal  boats,  with  690  tone  cargo :=  1  ^^   mills. 

The  experiments  alluded  to  nbove  prove  also  that  "  when  a  boat  is  moved 
io  a  canal,  whose  cross  section  does  not  c?ECGcd  6^^  times  the  cross  section  of 
the  boat,  and  the  widtli  of  the  canal  4  J  times  the  width  of  the  boat,  it  has  a  pecu- 
liar obstacle  to  surmount.  The  water  in  front  will  be  elevated,  and  fitlling 
from  this  height  it  tends  to  escape  along  the  sides,  but  cannot  accomplish  this 
a#  in  an  independent  fluid,  and  carries  forward  with  it  a  portion,  the  more  con- 
?identble  as  the  interval  between  the  ^ides  of  the  boat  and  the  canal  is  reduced." 
According  to  the  above  rule,  the  following  width  of  canal  is  in  the  proportion  to 
the  boats  heretofore  nsed  on  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  large  boats  proposed  for  the 
preeent  canal. 


Old  boat j  Uj^feet.       40  feet. 

Present  boat IT^^feot.       70  feet. 

Proposed  boat ,25       feet,  i    70  feet. 


6.5yVfffeet.    aayi^feet. 

78^»jfeet.       S^Vo  feet. 
nSyVtrfeet-!  42^'^  feet. 


The  foregoing  calculations  prove  that  economy  of  transport  on  the  Erie  ca- 
nal would  be  promoted  by  enlarging  its  prism  to  112^  feet  on  the  surface,  with 
corresponding  width  in  the  bottom,  to  betit  adapt  it  to  the  size  of  the  locks  and 
boats  proposed.  To  correspond  with  the  proportioua  of  the  present  canal  of 
TO  feet  wide,  and  the  boa^.s  now  in  u^c,  it  should  be  enlarged  to  100  feet  ts 
wtd/A  on  the  mrface,  and  SO  feet  on  the  hottom.for  boats  2^  feel  wide. 

If  freight  can  be  moved  for  Ij^j  mills  per  ton  per  mile  on  the  present  Erie 
caoal,  in  boats  210  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide,  drawing  Gj^j  feet  water,  and  car- 
rying 690  tons  of  cargo,  with  horaes,  at  an  average  speed  of  two  miles  per  hour, 
as  estimated  by  the  State  engineer  and  aurveyor  in  his  calculations,  it  would  be 
stiil  more  reduced  by  enlarging  the  canal  to  correspond  with  the  large  boats 
proposed  for  thi:4  i^^nal.  Unless  this  is  practicable,  ib  would  doubtless  be  found 
more  economical  to  use  a  boat  of  leas  beam,  and  carry  not  to  exceed  500  tone 
wi^,  if  horses  are  to  be  used  for  the  tractive  power.  I  concur,  however,  in  the 
views  of  the  auditor  of  the  canal  department  of  New  York,  submitted  to  the 
Xatioual  Ship-canal  convention  last  year,  "  that  if  we  desire  to  increase  the 
facilities  of  tmneit  from  the  lakes  to  the  Atlantic  by  the  way  of  the  New  York 
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canals,  we  can  only  do  bo  by  enlar^ng  tlie  locks,  so  as  to  permit  tbe  passage  of 
veFsds  through  tlm  pretent  water  cAanneU,  adapted  to  ikeuMt  ofttcam  entireli/, 
and  of  au^cimt  capacity  to  carry  18,000  or  20,000  btuiieh  of  wheat.  Any 
change  elevating  the  bridges  above  the  present  leFel  of  twelve  feet  above  the 
water  wonld  be  impraci  icable  where  the  cannl  passes  through  our  cities  and 
viilnges.      No  taiitfaclory  ettimate  can  ever  be  made  of  turJi  a  change." 

Tlie  State  enginet^  and  surveyor,  in  the  report  Referred  to,  st.ited  that  careful  in- 
vestigations had  determined  that  tbe  cost  of  transportation  per  ton  per  mile  is  lao 
milU  on  long  lake  voyages;  one  and  a  half  milU  on  long  ocean  voyages,  and 
ttco  and  a  hatf  milU  on  the  Hudson  river  ;  and  saya  "  the  l^jj  mills  per  ton 
per  mile  (with  large  boats  on  the  Erie  cannl)  equals  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent. 
in  the  coat  of  tranHportstion,  by  ctilarging  the  locks  to  225  feet  between  quoins, 
and  2C  feet  width  of  chamber  at  water  lino  of  lower  level.  The  conclusioDS 
arrived  at  are,  that  by  enlarging  one  tier  of  locks,  and  constructing  a  new  en- 
larged lock  by  the  side  of  the  present  single  one  on  the  Erie  canal,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  810,380, 1C9  75,  the  same  results  are  obtained  in  cheapening  trans- 
poitation  as  by  the  original  enlargement,  and  at  an  expense  (deducting  the  in- 
Uirest  on  loanB)  of  $32,008,850  40.'' 

The  foregoing  proposition  is  startling  and  novel,  and  coming  from  the  high 
autiiority  it  does,  dctnands  careful  consideration  and  investigation.  It  is  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  first  or  original  enlargement  of  the  Eric  canal 
reduced  the  cost  of  transportation  to  half  '^'  price  or  enal  on  the  old  canal, 
which  was  forty  feet  on  the  snrface,  and  four  feet  depth  of  water,  and  that  the 
enlargement  of  one  tier  of  locks,  to  the  size  named  alwvc,  will  again  reduce  the 
cost  one-lialf,  as  compared  with  the  present  cost,  and  that,  too,  without  enlarg- 
ing its  |iri?m;  and  that  not  only  will  this  comparative  saving  be  made,  but  the 
actual  cost  of  moving  freight  by  horse-power  at  two  miles  an  hour  ou  the  Eric 
canal  will  be  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  on  the  Hudson  river  by 
Bteam  or  sail,  and  less  than  on  the  ocean  or  tlic  lakes,  and  within  forty  cents 
par  ton  for  the  350  j  miles  between  Buffalo  and  Albany.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  practical  benefits  anticipated  from  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  cau^l 
'  have  not  been  generally  realized  since  its  completion,  and  it  is  questionable  if 
it  has  secured  any  material  reduction  on  the  transit  of  western  products  to  tide- 
water since  its  completion,  and  especially  during  the  most  active  seaaana  of 
navigation  in  1862  and  1863. 

The  very  able  and  elaborate  report  of  tbe  Hon.  N.  S.  Banton,  (for  many 
yenrs  auditor  of  the  canal  department  of  New  York,)  of  Feb.,  1863,  contaius  full 
statistics  of  the  tolls,  trade,  and  tonnage  of  tlio  Slate  canals  for  a  series  of  years. 
By  referring  to  this  report  it  appeara,  that  the  average  reduction  on  the  cost  of 
transportation  on  the  eastward  bound  traffic,  (which  trade  constituted  nx-seoentAt 
of  tbe  total  tonnage  on  the  Erie  canal  in  1862,)  since  the  completion  of  the  en- 
largement, has  not  been  25  per  cenl..  and  that  tbe  year  of  its  completion,  quot- 
ing from  the  report  referred  to:  "The  canal  average  was  higher  in  1862  tbau 
at  any  period  since  1855.  This  nnlooked  for  result  was  the  more  exlraordiuary, 
inasmuch  as  the  New  York  Central  and  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroads' 
average  freight  charges  were  lew  in  1862  than  in  18ri6  and  1657." 

Anolhcr  important  fact  in  connexion  with  the  above  result  is,  that  while  the 
average  cargoes  of  the  boats  on  the  Erie  c.inal,  in  1855,  were  only  ninety  tons, 
they  were,  in  1862,  one  hundred  and  sixty -["even  tons,  ornearly  double  in  qunu- 
tity.  The  report  also  shows  tliat  the  rates  ai  freight  vn  a  hariel  of  flour  from 
Buffalo  to  Albany  on  the  Sri e  canal,  from  1830  to  1862,  inclusive,  have  averaged 
for  the  thirty-three  years  (free  of  toil)  thirty-three  cents,  and  from  1854  to  1802 
the  rates  averaged  less  than  for  the  years  of  1860  and  1861,  and  only  one  cent  a 
barrel  higher  than  the  average  rale  for  1862,  while  in  November,  1860,  the  price 
WM  twenty  cenl*  a  barrel  higher;  in  November,  1861,  twenty-four  cents,  and 
in  November,  1862,  tteo  cent*  a  barrel  higher  than  the  average  rates  for  the 
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thirty-three  yeius  frbm  1830  to  186S,  inclusive,  and  without  the  benefit  of  the 
eulargement  for  a  grcaf^r  portiou  of  that  period. 

Daring  the  la^t  three  years,  the  ratea  on  flour  from  Buffiilo  to  Albany  have 
been  advauced  as  follows :  1861 .  June,  33  cents  per  barrel ;  in  November,  76 
Mnts  per  Iwirrel.  1862,  June,  38  cents  per  barrel ;  in  November,  60  centa  per 
barrel,  1863.  June,  43  cents  [jer  barrel;  in  November,  60  cents  per  barrel. 
The  average  for  the  three  yean)  was  46  J  cents.  The  tables  for  a  series  of  years 
fhoi^  a  gliding  Mcah  of  pricei,  commencing  at  the  bottom  in  the  spring,  after 
the  firat  rush  of  freights  that  have  accninulated  during  the  winter  on  the  line  of 
the  canal  have  gone  forward,  and  very  nniformly  riling  after  Auguit  to  the 
dme  of  navigation,  and  alreatft  at  tie  ma rimum  price  in  November  each  year. 
Thi:-  ix  the  result  of  the  limited  capacity  of  the  canal  locks  to  meet  the  demand 
for  the  transit  of  western  produce,  and  tjie  same  rule  governs  the  prices  charged 
flu  wheat,  com,  and  other  products  seeking  tide-water. 

The  auditor's  report  sbowa  the  freights  from  Bnfialo  to  Albany  to  have  been 
as  follows,  viz : 


Year. 

AvEntge  per  year. 

Ainotmt  of  tolls. 

S3  U%  per  ton, 
a  9a  per  ton, 

1  41  per  ton, 

2  11  per  ton. 

Leaving  fur  freight. 

1335 
1860 
1860 
1862 

«6  29  per  ton. 
5  48  per  ton. 

3  83  per  ton, 

4  42  per  ton. 

1       83  01  per  ton. 

1         2  56  per  ton. 

;         2  47  per  ton. 

2  31  per  ton. 

The  reduction  from  $3  per  ton,  charged  in  1835,  to  «2  47  per  ton  in  ia60, 
as  the  yearly  average,  has  not  been  realized  in  October  aud  November  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  the  carrrier's  charges  in  those  months  having  advanced 
from  100  percent.,  and  to  even  at  high  at  300  per  cent ,  over  the  lummer  raCet  of 
lit  tame  i/eart  om  tattward-bound  tonnage,  being  the  advance  paid  by  the  pro- 
ducer or  consumer,  consequent  upon  the  surcharged  avenues  of  transit  between 
the  lakes  and  tide- water. 

Indeed,  so  many  new  elements  have  been  developed  within  the  past  few 
years  iu  the  movement  of  the  vast  mass  of  cereals  toward  the  seaboard,  that  it 
is  diflicnlt  to  determine  whether  the  practical  benefits  of  the  Erie  enlargement 
may  not  have  been  more  in  the  increased  quantity  carried,  than  in  tbe  reduction 
of  the  price  of  transport  on  the  tonnage  towards  the  Hudson.  The  astonishing 
increase  of  the  traffic  as  early  as  1861  had  about  reached  the  capacity  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  with  less  than  three  millions  of  tons  in  1362  the  locks  were 
unable  to  pass  the  accumulation  of  boats  without  serious  delays,  prolonging  the 
Irips  from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  as  before  stated,  from  ten  to  eighteen  and  twenty 
days  in  the  montfaa  of  October  and  November  of  that  year,  which  necessarily 
advanced  greatly  the  prices  of  transportation  on  western  products.  In  some 
instances  the  chaises  rose  to  the  standard  of  those  of  the  railways  between 
I^e  Eric  and  tbe  Hudson,  and  attained  itfi  maximum  in  1862  and  1863,  when 
the  rates  on  a  barrel  of  flour  from  Chicago  to  New  York  became  the  same  by 
tbe  lakes,  canal,  and  river  as  were  those  on  the  crowded  railways  over  the 
All^hanies.  This  uulooked  for  result  has  arisen  Jrom  the  prature  of  biuineti 
through  all  the  ckannels  bettcern  tke  lakf*  and  the  Hudion,  and  would  doubtless 
occur  again  in  a  few  years  after  tbe  enlargement  of  the  locks  on  the  Erie  canal 
was  completed,  small  as  their  large  capacity  would  be,  contrasted  with  the  vast 
resources  and  accumulating  products  of  the  notthweat. 

It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  locks  on  the 
Erie  canal,  or  even  its  enlargement  to  the  utmost  practicable  limitsrwill  not 
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alone  provide  a  lasdng  remedy  for  the  present  burden  imposed  on  western  pro- 
ducts, however  it  may  for  a  shoit  period  possibly  remedy  the  evil.  In  view 
of  the  proposed  improvement  being  made  within  tlin'c  years  from  this  date,  and 
the  cost  of  transportation  reduced  thereby  to  even  one  quarter  of  the  per  cent- 
age  abBUmcii  in  the  calculation  of  tlie  Sute  engineer  and  surveyor,  as  hereto- 
fore noticed,  or  to  four  times  forty  cents  per  ton  from  Buffalo  to  Albany, 
the  gunboat  locks  would  be  crowded  to  their  limited  capacity  by  eastern-bound 
tonnage,  especially  in  the  fall  months,  for  not  only  the  additional  freight  due  to 
the  development  of  the  wcHt,  and  the  demands  of  the  east  and  of  Europe  in 
the  year  1867,  but  the  great  reduction  in  transportation  between  the  lakes  and 
the  UudeOD  river,  compared  to  the  prices  of  1SG2  and  IdCS,  would  divert  all 
the  produce  from  the  five  parallel  lines  of  railways  to  the  Erie  canal,  and  thus 
swell  its  volume  of  trade. 

Thus  it  ie  evident  that  the  proposed  enlargement  of  this  work  cannot  possibly 
meet  the  growing  wants  of  tne  "  great  interior  region,"  for  an  adequate  and 
cheap  outlet  to  tide  water,  beyond  possibly  the  time  of  its  coTnpletion  if  nuder- 
takon  immediately,  and  that  wlien  completed,  and  the  additional  toUf  imposed 
to  meet  the  expenpc  of  its  improvement,  it^  benefits  might  be  found  again  to  be 
more  in  ita  capacity  (limili'd  as  it  most  be,)  tian  in  the  permanent  reductio*  i% 
the  cott  of  Iraniportatiom.  Indeed,  Lake  Erie  is  not  the  cheapest  point  to 
transfer  the  western  products  from  the  hike  vessels  to  boats  suitable  to  navi- 
gate canals,  to  the  Hudson  and  thence  to  New  York.  The  lirond  and  deep 
waters  of  Lake  Ontario  should  be  made  available  at  an  early  day  for  this  trade, 
by  the  construction  of  tlic  Niagara  ship-canal,  of  suitable  dimensions  to  pass  ifae 
largest  vessels  that  can  navigate  the  western  lakes  and  enter  their  harbor?,  and 
thus  bring  the  propellers  and  sail  vessels  ftom  the  upper  lakes  to  the  foot  of 
Ontario,  150  milet  Hearer  tide  water  than  tie Joot  of  J^ake  Erie.  Until  this 
ii  done  by  the  constructiiiu  of  a  canal  suited  to  lake  vessels  of  all  descriptions, 
or  the  adoption  of  some  other  equally  efficient  and  adequate  means  for  the 
transfer  of  vessels  and  their  cai^es  between  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  the  advan- 
tages of  the  cheap  price  of  lake  transportation  of  wcftem  products  cannot  t>c 
fully  enjoyed  by  the  producer  and  the  eastern  or  foreign  consumer. 

That  this  demand  is  now  picssing  and  urgent,  the  following  testimony  is  given 
from  undisputed  authority,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  already  so  fully  stated  on 
this  point — the  auditor  of  the  New  York  canal  department,  in  1863,  said  ;  •'  TTie 
necessities  of  a  reduction  in'cost  of  transit  on  western  products  to  the  Atlantic, 
are  too  apparent  to  require  examination  or  discussion,  and  it  appears  that  we 
have  now  reached  a  period  when  we  should  initiate  measures  with  a  \'iew  of 
providing  facilities  for  the  transport  of  the  increasing  products  of  the  western 
and  northwestern  States."  At  llie  untionnl  convention,  held  at  Chicago  last 
June,  where  the  above  extract  was  read,  the  Hon.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  formerly 
a  canal  commissioner  of  the  State  of  New  Y()rk,  and  an  able  and  eloquent  advo- 
cate of  the  Eric  canal  gunboat  locks,  and  recently  the  commissioner  of  that 
State  to  urge  this  measure  before  Gougress,  offered  the  following  resolution  ; 

"  Retoleed,  That  the  propoi^ed  advantages,  military  and  commercial,  of  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  Niagara  be  commended  to  the  careful  consideration  of  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  Ruggles,  in  his  remarks  in  support  of  this  resolution  before  the  canal  con- 
vention, said ; 

"  The  question  whether  the  hundred  millions  of  bushels  of  grain,  goon  to  bt 
multiplied  to  a  thousand  miliums,  is  to  he  poured  into  foreign  ||>orts,  rather  thait 
into  our  own,  is  a  national  hvestioiv  op  the  gravest  import,  and  one 
which  deserves  the  consideration,  not  only  of  this  convention,  but  of  Congrcfi?. 
Heucc  the  form  of  the  second  resolution,  which  asserts  that  the  mihtary  and 
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commercial  advantagee  of  the  mea^nre  deserve  the  attention  of  the  general 
government." 

The  above  resolution  waa  introduced  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  as  cliairman  of  the 
committee  on  resolutions,  and  was  the  second  of  the  jieriei*  reported,  and  icnani- 
Moutly  adopted. 

So  great  is  the  necessity  felt  at  the  west  for  more  and  larger  outlet*  to  the 
AlUnlic  for  their  rapidly  increasing  agricultural  products,  that  the  lilinois  and 
Wisconsin  legislatures  appointed  last  year  deputations  to  visit  the  Canadian 
antLorities,  and  urge  upon  them  the  early  constmction  of  the  proposed  canal 
U-lween  Georgian  Bay  and  Jlontreal. 

This  improvement  is  to  comnience  at  the  mouth  of  the  French  river  on  the 
bay,  two  hundred  milca  eaflt  of  Mackinac,  and  tbcncc  up  that  river  and  through 
Lake  Nipissing,  and  its  tributary  the  Matawan  river,  ana  thence  by  a  canal  of 
iwenty-two  miles  to  the  Ottawa  river,  and  down  that  large  stream  by  slack- 
water  navigation  to  Montreal. 

Assuming  that  this  city  and  the  entrance  into  Lnke  Michigan,  are  common 
to  both  the  existing  and  this  propoaed  means  of  water  communication  between 
Montreal  and  Chicago,  we  find  the  distance  to  be,  from  Montreal  to  Mackinac, 
tia  St.  Lawrence  route,  1,018  milcB;  from  Montreal  to  Mackinac,  ria  the  Ot- 
tawa roat«,  650  miles ;  difference  in  favor  of  the  Ottawa  route  is  368  miles.  Al- 
lowing a  vessel  to  make  eight  miles  an  hour  on  the  lake  and  river,  and  three 
miles  on  the  canal,  and  giving  a  minute  and  a  half  for  each  foot  of  lockage,  we 
obtain  :  Welland  canal  and  Lake  Erie  voyage  requires  196  hours  ;  Ottawa  canal 
and  Lake  Huron  voyage  requires  142  hourB;  difference  in  favor  of  Ottawa  route 
in  lime  is  54  hoars.  This  canal  has  been  twice  carefully  surveyed  by  experi- 
eoced  and  competent  engineers,  and  found  entirely  feasible,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  325,000,000,  at  present  value  of  materials  and  labor  in  Canada. 

The  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  his  speech  upon  the  opening  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  tbe  province,  said  ; 

"Yonr  attention  will  be  invited  to  measures  designed  for  the  improvement  of 
out  existing  system  of  inland  water  communication  to  attract  to  the  channel  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  a  larger  share  than  we  have  heretofore  enjoyed  of  the  great 
and  rapidly  growing  commerce  of  the  western  lakes.  Yon  will  also  be  invited 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  for  such  improvements  of  the  canals 
constructed  to  obviate  the  natural  impedimenta  to  the  navigation  of  the  Ottawa 
river,  as  will,  it  is  believed,  without  involving  a  heavy  outlay,  greatly  accelerate 
the  development  of  the  eitensive  and  valuable  territory  drained  by  that  noble 
stream  ana  ita  tributaries." 

The  Hon.  Robert  Bell,  (Russel  district,)  chairman  of  a  select  committee  on 
the  Ottawa  ship-canal,  in  the  legislative  assembly  of  Canada,  in  hie  report  of 
March,  1863,  recommending  the  construction  of  this  work,  says  :  "  Your  com- 
mittee feel  that  this  proposed  work  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  to 
tbe  country,  by  reason  of  Me  adrantaget  it  would  afford  aa  a  meaiure  of  military 

From  Chicago  to  Buffalo,  the  distance  by  the  lakes  is  variously  estimated  at 
'rem  950  to  1,050  miles.  Assuming  it  to  be  1,000  miles,  which  cannot  be  far 
from  correct,  would  bring  the  city  of  Montreal,  via  the  Ottawa  route,  twenty 
miles  nearer  to  Chicago  than  Buffalo  is  to  the  latter  city  by  the  lake  route.  It 
wonld  also  bring  Chicago  ^re  hundred  mile*  nearer  Montreal  than  she  is  to  New 
York  by  the  lakes,  Erie  canal,  and  Hudson  river  route. 

If  the  contemplated  route,  via  the  "  Ottawa  Ship.Cannl,"  was  completed  to 
pas«  vessels  of  1,000  tons  or  more,  there  would  doubtless  be  a  "large  share  of 
the  rapidly  growing  commerce  of  the  western  lakes"  sent  to  Montreal  and  thence 
to  Enrope,  via  tbe  St.  Lawrence  river  and  tbe  ocean,  unless  the  Nit^ara  ship 
canal  ^hall  be  constructed  in  season  to  cheapen  the  transportation  to  New  York, 
by  allowing  vessels  of  over  one  thoutand  tons  burden  to  come  150  miles  ormoie 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  61— 3  '^S''^" 


26  HI^lPOBT   OF    CUABLES   B.   STUABT. 

nearer  tide-water,  and  the  conatniction  &lao  of  adequate  and  cheap  avennee  of 
transit  Jrom  lake  Ontario  to  the  Hndain  iiTer. 

The  Canadians  have  exhibited  wifdom  aad  aa^citv  in  improving  the  Oppor- 
innitiea  which  peace  and  pleiitj  have  afforded  ihem  lo  prepare  Jot  loar,  nor 
have  they  failed  to  avail  tliemselves  of  every  mean^,  physical  and  moral,  to  iiO' 
piove  their  ioland  navigation,  to  intercept  and  divert  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the 
western  commerce  to  MontreaJ. 

It  is  believed  that  the  State  of  New  York  has  the  power  to  regain  and  maia- 
tain  the  great  bnik  of  the  western  trade,  hut  not  alame  hy  the  overland  ronie 
from  Lake  Erie,  nor  over  the  mountains  from  Chicago  to  Xew  York. 

The  Canadians  bad  constmctcd  the  Wetland  as  eaHy  as  the  original  Erie 
canal,  and  had  also  the  benefits  of  the  series  of  ahip-canals  aronnd  the  rapids  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  for  many  years  before  the  eula>^;enient  of  the  Erie  cuial  in 
1862.  But  it  was  not  nntil  the  canals  and  railways  of  New  York  had  alt  be- 
came  over-bnrden«d,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  between  the  takes  and  the 
Hudson  had,  in  consequence,  laigely  advanced,  that  the  targe  and  costly  St. 
Lawrence  canals  became  available  to  draw  any  considerable  portion  of  the  west- 
ern trade  to  Europe. 

There  can  be  no  better  evidence  of  the  superior  advantages  of  the  New  York 
over  the  Montreal  route,  for  the  foreign  trade,  than  the  fact  that  fifteen  years 
after  the  Welland  and  St.  Lawrence  canals  had  been  completed.  New  Yotk 
maintained  almost  the  entire  control  of  the  export  trade  wilh  the  original  Erie 
canal  of  small  dimensions,  partly  by  the  Erie  canal  from  Lake  Erie,  and  per- 
haps one-fomtb,  by  the^  Welland  canal,  Lake  Ontario,  and  Oswego  and  Eric 
canals  to  the  Hudson. 

It  was  this  steady  advance,  which  has  been  now  maintained  for  three  yean, 
that  has  made  for  the  first  time  the  Canada  canals  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river 
available  for  the  transportation  of  any  considerable  portion  of  this  trade  to 
Europe. 

The  following  memoraDdum  of  the  average  cost  of  transporting  a  bushel  of 
wheat  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool,  by  the  way  of  New  York,  and  also  by  Mon- 
treal, during  1860,  Itttil,  lS61i,  had  been  carefully  compiled  from  official  sources, 
and  fiiUy  illustrates  the  position  above  taken. 


Years. 

Cm, 
34 

is 

New 

New    York    to 
LiTerpool. 

CWcafolo  Mon- 
treal. 

'Montreal  to  Liver, 
pool. 

Cimti. 

V 

83 

Ctmli. 

1 

CtnU. 

leui 

!              ^ 
«♦ 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  freights  ruled  lower  from  Chicago  to  Ilontreal  than 
to  New  York,  by  an  average,  in  the  throe  years,  of  Kj  cents  per  buabel  of  wheat, 
(owing  to  the  high  prices  on  the  Erie  canal  route,)  the  prices  from  New  York 
to  Liverpool  ruled  lower  than  from  Montreal,  during  the  same  period,  by  3J 
cents  per  bushel.  During  this  period  the  cost  of  transportation  ruled  at  very 
uniform  rates  between  Chicago  and  New  York,  ranging  from  $^.50  to  6  per  ton, 
giving  about  S2  for  the  Lake  transport,  and  S3.50  to  S4  to  the  Erie  canal,  and 
^0  cents  per  ton  to  the  Hudson  river,  and  ria  the  Oswego  route  and  through 
the  Welland  canal,  from  Chicago,  one  dollar  per  ton  additional  on  the  lake  trans- 
port, (with  small  vessels  compared  to  those  between  Chicago  and  Buffalo,)  and 
one  dollar  less  on  the  canal  to  the  Hudson,  making  the  cost  substantially  the 
aatne  by  either  route.     Th  is  must  always  be  so  with  all  competing  routes  between 

Gooylc 
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tbc  BSme  points,  the  eheapett  route  ettablithei  the  price,  and  the  more  costly  of 
attenitif  adopting  it. 

The  trade  of  the  Welland  canal  was  brought  to  ite  maximnm  in  18G1,  and 
that  of  the  Erie  very  nearly  bo  in  1862,  and  the  benefits  of  these  enlarged 
euuJs  were,  tinder  this  pressare,  not  only  inadequate  to  reduce  prices  of  trane- 
portation,  as  contemplated  originally,  but  also  powerlesa  to  prevent  a  large  and 
steady  advance  in  the  charges  on  all  the  busineSE  bound  to  tide-water  by  either 
and  dl  rantes  from  Lake  Erie.  Oar  channels  of  communication  between  the 
likes  and  the  Hndson  being  crowded  and  overburdened,  it  follows  that  unless 
suitable  outlets  are  provided  for  the  constantly  incrcuBingprodnctfl  of  the  north- 
west, that  increase  must  seek  a  channel  through  Oanada  or  the  UisBiasippi 
river  to  Europe,  or  production  cannot  go  far  beyond  its  preienC  limit  Jor  expor- 

Estimating  the  saving  in  the  cost  of  transport  of  wheat  and  com  Irom 
Chicago  to  the  Hudson,  by  the  construction  of  the  Niagara  ship-canal,  at  only 
three  cents  per  bnshel,  (about  ten  per  cent  of  its  present  cost,)  this  saving  on 
tlie  amount  passing  to  tide-water  the  last  four  years,  would  have  amounted  to 
more  than  the  estimated  cost,  of  the  work,  and  the  toll  of  half  acent  per  bushel 
would  have  paid  over  sixteen  per  cent,  interest  per  annum.  Its  completion 
would  have  the  same  control  over  the  cost  of  freight  on  parallel  lines  as  if  the 
whole  amount  actually  passed  through  the  channel  of  the  Niagara  canal,  up  to 
Xhe  tixteen  milliotu  tons  rapacity  of  ilM  tingle  lock*  ;  ior,  as  before  mentioned, 
other  ronteti  would  be  compelled  to  reduce  their  prices  on  all  through  traffic,  so 
» ID  conform,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  prices  chargcn  by  the  Niagara  route.  What 
iW  iggregate  annual  saving  would  be  cannot,  of  course,  be  estimated  accurately, 
bat  it  wooid  amount  to  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  therefore  plain  that  the 
winslmction  of  the  Niagara  ship-canal,  with  improved  water  communications 
'uiuble  for  the  ec<)nomical  transmission  of  freight  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the 
Ua&^n  river,  iti  the  most  feasible  and  economical,  if  not  the  only  available 
mode  to  wholly  regain  and  afterwards  maintain  the  vast  commerce  of  the  west- 
pm  lakes  for  the  benefit  of  our  seaboard  cities  and  the  increase  of  our  exports 
to  Europe  ;  while  it  would  also  provide,  in  an  eminent  degree,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  that  inland  commerce  and  the  northern  frontier  bordering  the  lakee. 

The  early  demands  of  this  traffic  between  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Hudson 
MDld,  perhaps,  be  provided  for  by  the  enlarged  Oswego,  Erie,  and  Champlain 
mn^ls,  aided  by  the  several  railways  now  in  use,  and  being  couHtructed  over 
the  comparatively  short  overland  route  to  the  Hudson,  tlirough  the  valleys  of 
Oneida  lake  aud  the  Hobawk  river;  nor  would  the  divereioo  of  a  portion  of 
the  trade  from  the  west,  by  the  Niagara  route  to  the  Hudson,  materially  reduce 
iht'  tounage  on  the  western  portion  of  the  Erie  from  Buffalo ;  but,  removing  the 
pn^surc,  and  thus  reducing  the  number  of  boats  to  the  capacity  of  the  locks  to 
pu«  them  without  unusual  detention,  the  cost  of  transporiation  on  that  portion 
of  the  canal  wonld  not  only  fall  to  the  old  rates  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
or  four  dollars  per  ton  from  Buffiilo  to  Albany,  but  also  fall  to  whatever  reduc- 
tion below  that  standard  was  made  on  the  leuiaz'nMieto  the  Hudson,  iv'a  Niagara. 
Thin  would  not  be  less,  probably,  than  one  dollar  per  ton  in  actual  cost  from 
Chicago  to  Oswego,  less  than  the  present  cost  by  the  small  class  of  propellers 
(c<impared  to  those  employed  between  Chicago  and  Buffalo)  which  can  paas  the 
Welland  canal.  This  saving  could  be  used,  when  the  pressure  on  the  cnnala 
tx'tween  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Hudson  required,  to  pay  the  extra  cost  of  freight 
on  the  comparatively  short  railways  between  those  wiitcri-,  and  thus  fully  pro- 
Iit:!  New  York  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  northwestern  trade  and  exports  to 
Europe. 

The  proposed  saving  in  the  cost  of  transportation,  by  reducing  the  price  of 
f'>od  throughout  the  nation,  becomes  a  matter  of  general  national  interest.  It 
will  be  ahaied  between  the  producers  in  the  west  and  the  consumers,  and  e^p^r^ ' 
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ciallj  the  maunfacturere.  in  the  east;  siimulating  and  rewarding  the  industry  of 
both,  and  creating  a  new  era,  from  which  will  date  another  career  of  advanu 
and  progresB,  ei^ually  rapid  and  important  ns  that  inangurated  by  the  Brie  canii 
in  1825. 

So  much  ban  already  been  done  by  nature  and  by  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
New  York,  that  the  aid  required  to  complete  this  improvement  ia  small  in  com- 

Sarison  witli  ila  beneficial  results  when  completed.  Indeed,  this  undertaking 
ifFcrs,  perhapB,  from  every  other  military  or  naval  expenditure,  in  its  valuable 
influences  on  the  domestic  and  foreign  commerce  of  the  Union,  and  the  enhanced 
value  given  to  every  bushel  of  grain  raised  in  the  baein  of  the  upper  lakes  and 
the  Mississippi,  for  exportation,  and  to  the  public  lands  in  those  basins,  by 
stimulating  industry  and  inviting  emigration. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  sketch  the  value  of  tbia  proposed  improvement 
between  the  Hudson  and  the  MisBiseippi  rivers,  "to  provide  tor  the  coMMcrN  de- 
fence and  promote  the  GENERAL  welpabr  of  the  United  States." 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUARLES  B.  STUAKT, 

CoKntltijtg  Engineer. 
Hia  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

Prciiidenl  of  the  United  States. 

WASHiNaTO\,  D.  C,  March  24,  1864. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRAKSHtrma 


A  litl  of  clerk*  and  oth^  perttmi  employed  in  the  Treatury  Department/or  the 
year  1863. 


Kakch  30,  18M.— L^d  on  tb«  table  sod  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Trbasuby  Dbpartmbnt, 

March  29,  1S64. 
Sm ;  I  hftve  tlie  honor  to  transmit  berevith,  in  nnrenance  of  the  requirements 
of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  Angnst  26,  1842,  the  annnal  statements  showing 
the  aamea  of  all  the  persons  emplojed  in  the  varioas  offices  of  the  department 
dnring  the  year  endhig  Decemlier  30,  1863,  with  the  amount  of  money  paid  to 
txh,  and  the  place  of  reoidence  of  each  at  the  time  of  appointment. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly, 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatttry, 
Hon.  ScanvLBB  Colfax, 

Speaker  i^  the  Houie  of  R^retntatiwi. 
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Statement  exhihiling  the  itamei,  retidence*,  vihenee  appointed,  tivie  employti, 
and  amount  paid  each  of  the  elerij  and  other  pertont  employed  in  the  o^ite 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treattiry  during  the  year  1863,  at  required  by  tie 
llth  section  of  the  act  of  Augnit  26,  1843,  and  the  retolution patted  by  the 
Houte  of  Repretentatieet  January  13,  1846. 
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of  Ma/arieM,  atid  amtmnt  paid  each  of  the  elerkt  and  other  perumt  employed 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatury  (loan  branch)  during  the  year 
1S63. 
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FXJSr^B'wD^'i'^bBai 
JtardilStoUvSl 

RPuWiii 

J.H.Cobiini 

non 

o«2.w.wmi™ 

....do 

Diu.of  Col.... 
....do 

'Dit.iii'ca.''.'. 

New  York 

iiifMiii:'.:: 

Kew  Jene;.... 

9^^ 

^l 

FrH«ickPmt 

do 

Seslor 

':::::do;;;:::: 

6T5  0Q 

8.W.BuKtt 

994  ST 

Itmvixi  19,  ItSL 


TSBASURY  DbPAKTMBNT, 

Office  of  Comptroller  op  the  Gursb?(cy, 

Wathingtm,  January  26,  1864. 
Silt :  In^mpliftnee  with  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cur- 
rency by  Mr.  Hartley,  Acting  AesiBtant  Secretary  of  the  Ireaaaiy,  dated  No- 
vember 2,  1863,  I  Iwid  you  herewith  a  list  showing  the  names  of  all  clerks 
and  other  persons  employed  in  this  bureaa  during  the  year  1863,  with  the  time 
each  pcreon  was  actually  employed,  and  the  sum  paid  each,  and  the  residence 
of  eacn  at  the  time  of  appointment.  I  have  ^ao  to  say  that  they  have  all  been 
usefully  employed,  with  one  eliception. 

Additional  clerka  will  soon  be  required  to  transact  the  increasing  buiineaa  of 
the  bureau.  Very  reepectfully, 

8.  S.  HOWARD. 
Deputy  Comptroller. 
Hon.  M.  B.  Field, 

AtMittttut  Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


Iiitt  of  clerks  employed  in  the  office  oj' Comptroller  of  the  Currency  during  1863. 


CLEBK8,  ETC.,  TS   THE  TSEA8UBT  DEPABTHENT. 
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CLEBKS,  ETC.,   IN   THE   TBEA8UBT   DEPABTUEKT. 
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CLEBK8,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEAfiUBT  DEPABTHENT. 
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CLESKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEABTTBT  DEPABTXENT. 
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CLERKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEABUBT  DBPAETMENT. 
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CLEBK8,  ETC.,  IK  THE  TBEA8UST  DEPABTMENT. 


Beport  i»  eomplianee  icith  the  lltA  leetiom  of  the  act  of  Augiut  26,  18(2,  and 
retoiutiom  of  the  Hutue  of  Repretentaltvet,  adopted  Jatmary  13,  1846,  t'ti  rt- 
lalioK  to  the  clerk*  and  other  perttnu  employitd  in  tie  office  of  the  Treaianr 
of  the  United  Statee  during  the  year  1B63. 


«™. 

Ond*. 

WHmMtppolBttd. 

TUi>*a>plo7«d. 

A^ptfd. 

8.  EUot  Hlddlcun 

C    hk 

•?"S 

AHlatuteuhter... 

W.  B.  Rudolph 

*S!m 

CUafoTdlTUDB.... 

Itareh  IT  to  Douembw  31. .. 

N.wVork 

Kumekf 

CluiWH.  CorowsU... 

■~^ 

w^r^.;iiWM".".:".: 

!-SS 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

'.'.y^'.ao','^v.'.'.'.y.'.'. 

do 

::::::S:::::::::::: 

!-SS 

Lawli&Wvnm   

DucuH-Btewut... 

Newrork 

SSX-.::::: 

DiB..5ooiBB,u;. 

Now  York 

issr^"""" 

jBi.ii>rTltolfw!h31 

gTc'cSfT::::: 

SuniKlH.  Pond 

HnrrH-Hill 

0™».C.Chlpiii«  ... 

jBOBWjrltoMBrcblB.... 
MMTchlTlo  HcpWnlbrr30.. 

i.axiM 

do 

-■KS 

--..do 

JnoeKaDMonibFrSl   ... 
Oclobor  1  to  December  31  . 

WS-.i:::: 

'.'.'.'.io'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

....do 

SU-^'^^i':::;:: 

do 

M-rh^D*eemb.r3l - 
Xueb  IT  to  DeconllKr  31 . . 

398  13 

.f^!^.3;";:::::::::::::: 

Knch  n  to  Bcplimber  30  . 

PUitek  B/riM 

^]» 

Jolu  DoanrllT 

Tho««Biir.i]r 

do 

do 

...do 

October  13  to  Decatuber  31 

inJOB 
131)13 

TEUPORART  CLERKS  Of  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  TRF.AHUREK  O 


E  UKITED  STATES. 


StudbhBuTT 

0I« 

NowToA 

'■■■"J."""-""' 

8.H.PoDd 

da 

do 

".'.V.'.iiy'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

'/^V.'.ia.''.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 
do 

New  if irt! :;;::: 

n™  York.;:;;;: 

n™  York;;::::; 
...do 

New  V«k 

Entire  yew 

JanuoTf  1  Is  Hiinli  16.  and 
Oeto6erltoD.wmb«3L 

1,S5UM 

J.Oiiaiuo 

H.B.Thompw>D 

J.  W.  Wbolpley 

5.S.5S-.';;:;:::: 

F.  A-Stnoni 

J«BByltoM»relil6 

JBDBi^ltoS^^b^'i) 

lis 

I.USIIOO 

w.w  wii™ 

J>an>ryIloABrBR31.... 

l.WOiV 

do 

J.,,|,«rjl»s;ii;B.ber2«- 

do 

do 

do 

■"::do!'":::;:i:: 

.^^;"do;!i;'";;i" 

do 

do 

ilrtrnxntcT   

NewJer«r 

i.'wSS::::::::;:: 

SSS™""' 

1,3.V  33 
l.SWX! 

&ps-::::. 
w.  V.  8.  wriioo'"."!;;.' 

NewTark 

...do 

NewJeraer 

JUBU7  1  to  Uanb  16 

J<iDi»r>aTtoDeeeiDber31- 
J«.nm.7ll0Mn™hl8,...( 
MMrhlTloD«..IBb«3l.J 

M.rrh  10  to  Mnj  31 

HuchlTUDreeniberai.. 
AprtllloDeceoibwSl.... 

1,1B3  31 

NewYoA 

do 

- do 

do 

do 

*  ViTEc:^:::::: 

WltconilB 

April  3  to  December  31. .. . 

•■ss 

CLEBK8,  ETC,  DT  THE  TBEASUBT  DEPABTMEKT. 
Statematt  exhibiting  the  namf*,  eotnpemiatioit,  t(e. — CoQtinned. 


«-« 

amd». 

mi»«>pl<7ed. 

Am-tpald. 

TCH 

OtA 

Mm  Tork 

ApriUlBD«™bCT31 

Aprils  to  DeonnbH  31 

AprtlS0toDet.Bb.r31.... 

Soptamber  99  to  DmnilKr  31 

SoTMnber  18  to  Dewmbor  31 
DHsmber  Bio  DeombH  31. 

«IUIuiM.r(rgiuDii... 
JunO.  Bqibkx 

*> 

K3S3 

Eiwwio.alZt, 

E.1F.H^ 

"'.'.'.io'".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 
do 

io 

74SeO 

319  57 
1»35 

Maw  York 

IHiL  orColniBbiiL 

JtDOKT  1  to  >lwtb  IB 

...to 

Nn»ToA 

J«iiuu7iatollarebl6,>i.d 

Octobw  1  to  Dcccmbor  31. 

Fabnwrr  9  to  Miirdi  1 6,  Bc  d 

WIM 

"£st:i£^ 

DM,  af  Colambli 
HHTjlBnd 

I»M.orbo]iiisbhi! 

do 

New  York 

DbtoIColiuiiUs 

JunuT  1  to  Mircb  31 

Janniry  19  to  Decembor  31 

D\H.  of  Colnmbla 

Km.  York 

DKLorColnmblft 

April  aJ^D«emWril.... 
JnneUto  DcHmbcr 31 . . . . 

Jnlf  e  lo  NoTemWr  30 

JnlyatoDM™b»r3l 

JiilT9taD«riDb.r31 

DM.<>tColiiiDbU> 

JolyI0toDe«nil»r3l.... 

jDi^ieioOcioboria..!^^! 

Jdl7  IT  tA  DMomber  31  . . . . 

DriBwu* 

DbLofColiunbia 

Wtaeonito 

ASSSiatoD^bf'3L:: 

do 

Dbtf^Colnmbl. 

DlaLuICalnaui 

*« 

ConoKtlmt 

niit.<>fCi>lniiiblk 

S='r.'^:: 
SSffi":::::::: 

DlfUofColBiobta 

SapttmbwlOlo  D«»mb«31 

ScptmbH  11  to  DeetmbH-  31 
SapMrnberHloDmiDbH-Sl 

8.pl.nibtft  at  ID  Dw'mbtrSl 

Janaa6toDf«mbn31... 

S.plB 

D„„.db,Google 


CLEBKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEA8DBT  DEPABTHENT. 


TfiBAsuRY  Dbpaktmbnt,  Bboistek's  Officb. 

March  26.  1861. 
Sib  :  Ab  required  by  joar  note  of  November  8,  I6G8,  I  herewith  retam  a 
"  Statement  of  tlie  nameB  of  aJl  clerks  and  other  personB  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasiuy  daring  the  year  1863,  or 
any  part  thereof,  with  the  grade,  whenee  appointed,  time  each  person  was  actn- 
ally  employed,  and  the  sum  pud  each." 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  E.  CHITTEITDEW, 

RegUter. 
Hod.  S.  F.  Chasb, 

Secretary  oftAe  TVeowry. 


Statement  of  the  nainet  of  all  clerJtM  and  other  prrtoiu  who  hare  been  employed 
M  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treatury  during  the  year  1863,  or  any 
part  thereof,  with  the  grade,  whence  appointed,  time  eachpereon  wa*  actually 
em^oyed,  and  the  mm  paid  each. 


Ant  paid. 


L.  E.ChlU«id«.. 

B-Boteer. 

JoliB  A,  Qnliuii. . 
B.F.  RlllenbonH. 
fAftr  Puunoa.. 

FrudB  Lonadei  - 


Aw'Slgj 


H«r^4to 


toHiRhai... 


Jumuy  1  in  AprlL  %  ■ 
Aprfl  10  to  DccemlHr : 


1llOUtD«eiiibfr3i.. 


odTSralth  . 


J.  a.  MciiBihu... 

J.  D.  Baehniu.... 
CburlH  P.  Wkniiill 

William  A.  Wosli 


2,  Rlchvdi  . 
Dr.  H  " 


OiinttLDfr. 

T.A.Cnnli 

E.  S.  ColluiKr... 
AU«D.  Vara... 
JIM.C.  BniDil.)T.. 
I.II.]UDnr7 


L«w™» 

WhowalB.... 

JZSjSKrt: 

RtJ."^'- 

V*i«liil".^"!' 

jS^lwKmmWai'.: 

Dslawu* 

ClartM  H.  Cormreil. 
Hurtwrll  JniBlHB.. 
E-K-WbllUkw.... 
DwIofalKUiuk 


Jmiuirr  I  to  Doctmber 
April  10  to  DHrmbfT  31 
JiwBiiryllDAprillS.. 
April  14  lo  DfWBiber  31 
Jbdbut  1  m -iBfla  la  -■ 
Jnl;  »  u  DHcmlKr  3t 


K  9f  tg  Decnabn  31 . . 


October  SS  to  D«einbar  31 
JaDnivT  1  to  Dvc«Biber9-- 
DMwmbCT  10  w  l>«fmb«r  3 
April  al  to  DcHinber  31. . . 

Jane  I  to  DecvmbflT  31 

jBBUBry  1  toDK«ubcT31_ 


L.  F.  C«pp«nnilth. 


,ooy 


'ITc 


i,«oa; 
i,4ooa 


I'.wa  00 


i.snooo 
'7S7  91 


CLEKES,  ETC^   IN   THE   TBEASUBT  DBPABTHBNT.  13 

StatemnU  exhibiting  the  *ajitee,  cimpen*ation,  tfc. — Gontinaed. 


»— 

•"^ 

•JSS^ 

Tlu>>nplo;ed. 

^. 

AmlptM. 

H.B.Cbardi 

rw.rt(k  *."•«:: 

d.&HDbbud 

UnoiiJ.  Tooh}... 

IMdMCktk.. 

ao 

do 

do 

do 

do - 

do 

do 

IlllBOll 

Norm  CiroLne 

Juii»7l(o  December  31.. 

): 

SOO 
9U) 

■Jim 

'JUO 
900 

aw 

200 
900 

vuo 

aoo 
aw 
an 

a» 

$1,900  00 

junur;  1  to  October  B 

J«.mi7ltoJqlyl9 

Jinoarj  1  to  Jufj  1 

Junu?  1  to  March  W 

6S1  US 
BWUO 

9ei34 
eoT  ea 

TOISO 

New  York!!!!! 

Vll«lDkB 

lodtao. 

Jq»  1  to  December  31... 

JoDeSOtoOeoeuiberSl.... 

Jol/13loD»en.b«r31... 

^6^  83 
ffiew 

UivFuUb 

JilrtFoi 

do 

do 

do 

s 

seoes 

*!»**» 

Jil;a3toDe»mber3l... 

Jolj31to8cpl..nb..rl9-.- 
October  8  U>  Detreniber  31  . . 
tioTeiBberl3toD>ceinbrT31 
Ilo>«>ibul§toDr«mW3l 
HoTember  90  to  Decembor  31 
DceenlMr  1  la  DHember  31 

December  1«  »  Dumber  31 
Decembe-  e  tn  Dm.inbi>r  31 

luyTio  DoMi^^ji '...'. ! 

M»y  « to  DecMBber  31 

Juwirr  I  Id  Dec«ab«r31.. 

JuiB«7  1  la  December  31. 
Hey38<oN»reinber!t3-.. 
BiliMiibec  IS  to  DeeemberSI 

■ 

JusuT  1  lo  Decwnberii! 
Hi^  a  (D  Deoember  31 

"•''t»«-— ' 

S!B9« 

- Aa..^.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Jr>t>cll.Bi4c>rt.... 

Dirt,  of  Col.... 

IMS* 

8ofcmT.  Prr 

J°toC.B.n>l 

K.l-McEa»»j.... 

0«»«rHlU« 

HnirCnrketl 

»ll*oort 

5KS::: 
Sf6ir::; 

viwYiA.'.'.'.'. 
Htw  York 

101  w 

78  90 

9U0 
809 
S4U 

TOO 
GOO 

Mn 

I'aoo 

600 

600 
6IU 

GOD 
800 
600 

Star::: 

Wilbtljvll 

Jk  C  BcUehRT. . . 

»<»•■«« 

do 

Laborer 

(tbelHi  clerk., 
ad  elw  clerk. - 

eMoo 

90S  31 
31198 

moB 

l.BOOOO 

Mlwoarl 

Jaoeeio December  31.... 
JaD.UloDo«~ber31... 
JnJy  6  u  December  31  .... 
Jnl7  7tj,Decmber31.... 

l«.lofCol,... 

■■■■do 

3M99 

Jiil79loDec«iiber31.... 

J>l7  to  ta  December  31  ... 

jBlTSOWDHemlHrai  ... 
do 

DUr.g#<»t.... 

Newjene;.... 
I>in.ofca.... 

July  SSW  December  31..  . 

Dlrt-orclrf-..- 

jBlymteDwBBberM... 

Jnl;  98  to  Dcoember  31  ... 
Ju»i*ryltoD»«iaber31. 

■|T|Lju.D<,llHT7 

DilLatdll.... 

SESEia" 

J.E<I««,(«ld)- 

Conmlkud... 

MUAIgmB 

''*«* 

MO 

«X)DO 

D„„.db,Googk' 


CI.EEK8,  ETC,  IN  THE  TRBA8UBT  DBPARTMB»T. 


Tbba&ubt  Department,  Solicitor's  Offics, 

January  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewtlh  to  tranainit  a.  etatement  ahowiog  the  names 
of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  tbia  office  dnring  the  year  ]  863,  the 
time  each  of  them  was  so  employed,  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  them.  Bud 
the  place  of  their  residence  at  the  time  they  were  fleve»Ily  appointed ;  prepared 
in  pnrsiutnce  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  approved  Angust  26,  1843,  and  ttie 
resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta lives  of  January  13,  1846. 

I  have  also  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  clerks  and  other  persons  named 
have  been  usefully  employed;  that  their  services  cannot  be  dispensed  with  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  interests,  and  that  the  despatch  of  public  bneiness 
does  not  require  the  removal  of  any  of  them  and  the  appointment  of  others  in 
their  stead. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 

EDWARD  JORDAN. 

Solicitor. 
Hon.  S.  P.  0HA8B. 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


Statement  showing  the  name*  of  clerk*  and  other  pertont  employed  in  the  offict 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treatury  during  the  year  1863,  the  length  of  time  eaci 
of  them  tea*  to  employed,  the  compauation  paid  them,  and  the  State  in  tehich 
each  resided  at  the  time  t^his  appointment. 


KaiBM.                     Or«to. 

W1.S1.W 

vpomtod. 

Time  mplojwt 

••LlUT. 

Am'tp^ 

B.F.  PleMwiK Cbdtclstk.... 

"■~""—'  -  *s,.?3.r 

JOMpb  F.  Bnrr 4lh  clut  clrrk  . 

J.  ILlIiiKliun;....   Sdnluiderk.. 

J.T.YM\>j...-....\ do 

TbomuF.  But.... do 

Do Sdclwderk.. 

M.  J.Puwll do 

KuDtnckT 

Dill.  o(  6)1.... 

:::£:;::::::: 

Now  York 

J«.nK,llolW«^31-. 

Juav7  1  to  Jdos  93 

Jinniiy  1  to  Dtwmber'si!! 
Jaonu]' 1  lo  »■;  31 

April  a  to  Deoamber  31 

Juljl8toD«™i>«-31...- 

AprU  S  to  Decembor  31. . . ! ! 
JnljlSloDeeemberSl.... 

a,  000 

1,800 

liaoo 
ilson 

1,400 
1,4<» 

1.0MT9 

maa 

TN  M 

■    1.400  DO 

TliMiiuDiitlon....   HuHBCor 

Din.  or  Col.... 

840  00 

The  following  clerks  hold  appointments  and  are  paid  in  this  office,  thongli 
transferred  to  other  offices. 


Huiet. 

Qrada. 

Wbeoee 

Vpolnled. 

Aootiol 

ularjr. 

Ai.tp.id. 

W  P  Tonier 

3d  dui  clerk 

^™%,'""^"'*'^- 

i.aw 

1,40U  OO 

' 

D„„.db,Google 


CLEBES,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEASUBT  DEFARTUENT. 


Statement  exhibiting  the  namet,  time  employed,  compentalion,  and  retiienre 
vken  appointed  of  the  elerki,  metMengert,  and  lahoretM  in  the  office  of  the  FirH 
Auditor  of  the  TreatnTy  during  the  year  1663 ;  pr^ared  in  compliance  uith 
the  4fA  tertion  of  tJie  act  legalizing  and  making  appropriation*  for  «vcA 
ntceuary  object*  a*  have  been  tttually  included  in  the  general  appropriation 
bin  without  authority  of  law,  approved  August  26,  1842. 


NUUK. 

o«^ 

W1»D« 

•.ppomiad. 

Tli»«niiloji^               Adq 
uli 

Old 

Am'tpiM. 

nnn 

S-E«r":::: 

do 

mo 

jMOUTltoAprllao 1 

M«).  I  (o  December  31 1 

Ed-Bdl-wn 

nirtnC  JoBaa.... 

da 

J«no«ry  I  to  Jmnnry  IS  ...         1 

933  51 

iS/KK.a.f.v::::    i 

J<ADB.IH»l.r... 

adclHidwk.. 

niiDsta 

jMIUHTl4B.Jnlr5 1 

mdwektk.. 

wn 

ege  w 

isffiissear., 

,...do 

163  OS 

1  Wreby  nrlitj  Uwl  th«  eUrks,  meiHdgart,  ud  Ubonn  nmmed  Id  (be  fonpiing  I 
Lv-hUf  inpJMed  dDrtng  Ibe  period  of  lime  Ibenin  Mated ;  UutI  the  nrrlcsi  of  none  of  II 
■itlmMHiatdealmenl  le  the  pabUi:  ktvIco,  aadlbu  no  gnUat  illoiniHebu  beeni 
x  oibR  penon  tlua  la  mlborliod  b  j  Uw. 


It  wfirs  adafellj  and 
ide  to maj  eacbelerk 
■^  SMITH,  AmdUtr. 
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CLGBKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TREASDBT  DBFARTUEKT. 


Tkkasubv  Dbparthbnt,  Second  Avditok's  Oppics, 

JanMary  22,  1864. 
Sir  ;  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annoal  statement  of  the  derlu 
■nd  other  persons  employed  in  this  office  during  the  year  1863,  or  anj  part 
thereof,  showing  the  smoiint  paid  to  each  on  account  of  oatar}',  with  the  place 
of  residence  when  appointed,  in  pnranance  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  26lh 
Aagust,  1842,  and  resolation  of  the  House  of  Ueprescatatives  of  the  13th  Janu- 
aiy,  1846 ;  and  also  to  state  that  the  clerks  named  have  been  nsefnlly  employed; 
that  the  services  of  none  of  them  can  be  dispensed  with  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service,  and  that  the  businesB  of  the  office  doea  not  require  the  remoral 
of  aay  of  them. 

Respectfallj,  your  obedient  oervant. 

E.  B.  FRENCH. 

Second  Auditor. 
Hon.  S.  P.  CHAfiB, 

Secretary  ^the  Treamry. 


Statement  of  Oie  namet  ofthedtrkt  and  other  pertont  employed  during  the  year 
'1863,  or  any  part  thereof,  i%  the  office  o/*  the  Second  Auditor,  together  with 
the  time  that  each  clerk  or  any  other  perton  toot  actually  employed,  and  the 
turn  paid  to  each  ;  prepared  nt  purtuance  of  the  Wth  section  of  the  act  of 
Augutt  S6,  1843,  and  retolution  of  the  House  of  Repretentalicet  of  January 
13,  1846. 


ManH. 

Ofada. 

Wbctus 

appointed. 

Tto.mplo,«L 

F.  Andrawi 

T.  L.Hosd7 

JobalLSlm 

Do 

CUef  dirk  ... 

'-"5.'"°™""»' 

1:S!  ^SSS 

do 

*> 

do 

do 

do 

do 

JaDBarjlloJoly  S3. 

Jnlj  M  to  DtMinbrr  31  . . . 

JnlyMloDKrmb«r31... 

j™j'wtoD™i1.^3v:::" 

JanoaTjltoMaj  90 

Jinnarj  1  to  Dtcombir  31 . . 

!:S  !  ■■•'» 

Alenodnr  Elliott-.. 

K.yT.uima^'.'.'.\ 

DMsrcoi!!^ 

51  '.is 

S"7.'K£.^.;;; 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

i;«jo         'sis  tb 

F.ChaH 

Do 

J.8.KlDbaU 

Kl^: 

Jaomrj  J  to  ll»r  SI 

M.j  SB  lo  Drajmbrr  31  .... 

JdI;  WT  to  DwHsbtr  31 '. ". ! 
JuiaaiT  1  to  U.7  11 

J;^           1.5!(19t 

do 

Herbert  jta^'ii"::: 

do 

1,«I0          l.*8T» 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

;;!!"do;;i;;'" 

do 

'.'.'.'.'.'.ao,y.'.'.'.'.\ 

do 

bi'ii.'of'c<J!"! 

lUw  ;  1,I0B« 
i:*00            I.™  TO 

Do 

JnlT  «  lo  DenmlKr  31  . . . 

Rhode  Idaod.. 
do 

J-JJJ    j     1.321  98 

ilaio       I.SO0OO 

j-J*          1.287  SO 

O.W.Cmhmg 

jwL.tMtj\u>Kt,ai 

Hay  m  to  DeeoabH  31  . . . . 
JaoDnrj  lloDniHBberSl.. 

JIH1UI7  I  W  Jsl;  >3 

Jnlr  S«  to  Dmwmbw  31 . . . . 

JamiaiT  1  to  JnlT  S3 

Jnlr  H  to  DminVr  31 . . . . 

""iSr"..:::::: 

S.W.D.JatkKii... 
Dq 

"-;?""" 

I.  B.  P«It<TW>n 

Do 

SoUhCuoUu 
do 

do 

V*nt» 
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StaUmtMl  exhibiling  the  namet,  eompentatiim,  i(e. — Continued. 


«- 

CWk    .           . 

N^Vork  .... 

•n™„BplayM. 

■ulity. 

A=.-.pdd. 

FK«"rr«. 

junary  I'io'jniy  93 ""!.'!! 
JilyMloDrr-uVrJl.... 

Jaonuy  Itojoly  S3 

jBlyMhilM-uibrrai.... 
Juno^lto  Jaly«3  

JityMlollw.'iulH.rai.... 

J».iiuyllojo]y23 

jDly34tobMKiiilKr3l.... 

Ju<iiirylloJiily33 

jBlyMUDmoibcrai  .... 

jMnuniTltoJuljiO 

J>ly»<toDr«'uibFr3l.... 

Junory  1  to  July  33 

JulyMtoD«-iub.-r3l... 

J.Dy.rTl>oJiilya3  

JniyHtolMwubfrai... 

J««.i.ryUoJnlya:t    

Jnly»4l»D™'ml»r31... 
JuiurrlloJulyia 

J«Cy"wuiM"- 
jDly  M  lo  Uobuibrr  3l" '. ! 

J««r,ltoJ«ly23  

Ja]yMiaUc^viiilirr3l  ... 

JS;KrJ.".l&:.: 

July  Vto  Dc«  Jbrr  3l' ; '. '. 
iwunryltoJolyiO    .... 
July94tol>«.-iiilj«31  ... 
Juinu-y  1  to  July  33      ... 

jDly  M  to  UrciMubcr  31  . . . 

•1;S 

l.«W 

lleuu 

l.SUO 
1.8UU 
I.SUI 

ii 

is<io 

tiaoao) 

^^a;::.::::: 

1.3H00 

£0'1"«> 

^ 

>l«yl"d 

1,3TS(» 

do 

C.ITBIuknw 

do 

.\'.\'.,Aa'.'.'.'.'.'.'.. 

-do 

'iiichigu"!!!!! 

1,37S0I> 
1,3TS<» 
l.SJJM 

'.'.'.'.'.^'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 
".'.\'.^'.'.'.'.'.'.\ 

Hbw  York"'.l 

...do 

ConineUcul. . . 

1,315  00 

i.3rsoo 

1.987  JO 

yt.k  HiU  

do 

do 

.'.'.'.'.'.At'.'.'.'.'." 
do 

'.'.'.'.'.'.i/,'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

*. 

'".'.'.'.io.'.'.'.\'.\ 
do 

Mwyiuid""." 

l.sm50 
1,387  SO 

ih    

....do 

JE'm '"""';'■ 

Nnr  York.... 

l.!WTSO 

1.19)50 

Jot.0.1lrt»Ul.-. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

i.sei  so 

ALKhh 

Florid. 

....do 

1,S87S0 
1,28130 

BtJ«T,«D 

do 

unKMBier 

Mlcblgu 

'  North  CmliM 

1,287  30 

6a§a) 

TEHPOHABY  CLERKS  1) 


iflp::;:;: 

Clnk 

do 

::::::)::::::::: 

'.'".'.io.'.'.'.V.'.'. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

s 

Dltt.ofCol-... 

JmnBry  1  to  Dscember  31 . . 

l.SOtt 
1.3UU 

I'.auu 
I.  sou 

i^aij 
liauo 
l!*ju 
l!»iu 
■!»« 

liaou 

1,900  00 

mJido  ..';:::; 

sr|i;:K.':ai:. 

I.IUI  09 

1.9UU0O 

A.HKln^Bd..... 

J'.hiA.  t'lyoB. 

«.f.!*pm«r 

....do 

*» 

i.9wao 

1.9UUO0 

1,(B«7S 

i,auuuD 

1. 9011  00 

JBimi^lloNovHnbrflB.. 

RrtUtfr 

Indlmu 

(  W.  KlirlHrg 

".'".'.ao.'.'.'.'".'. 

'.'.'.'.'.io'".'".'. 

i.aiHujo 

■■sss 

I.!1UOOO 

l,9ftJ0O 
{     1,01348 

HMVrbb 

K.  H  1x„\t    

N™  Y^rk"!"! 

MIcl.lKH 

Unrjiiind 

S.W  York  ... 

j™^yJtoApriifl_^ 

Jnly  M lo Dic™Wr  H'.'.'.'. 

jKnaary  1  lo  U'ermlvr  31 . . 

JSBniity  I  lo  Augiirt  31 

W,VP««i 

Ali.WUkhiVB'll 

SK'::::;: 

lOWB 

'     1.900  0) 
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StatfBumt  txhSnting  tit  naiiui,  am^auatwi,  Ife. — Gontinned. 


»— 

""»• 

.tt^Zi. 

TUB  (aiVloj'""'- 

AMt[-M. 

S^OmmpMn 

Ja»«7ltoD«Hia»r3I. 

ti.aw 

•!.»»» 

DIM.  of  Col... 

W.J.CowJii» 

Vlnrtol. 

,M0 

^ViJSS ::::::: 

JmnmM,^ltaJmj„X 

■•sss 

MewJenr;  .. 
Co1onda.tM. 

O.W.LlDTllla 

JUUU7  9  lo  Hrplmibn-aO. 

1.900 
1,200 

Xieoao 

J.r.MtUmU. 

KKlScCiillingh"! 

S:E:jr.::;:::;: 

.900 

M£i'^.:: 

*J 

O.A.P«lli 

,a» 

KrebWMDiBniiiii^'u.. 

,aoo 

iS£r™.i:. 

do 

do 

'wo 

Kfe::;;: 

do 

do 

do 

liSM 

D.D.T.L«ch 

DhtofCol... 

Ain«H31oD.i»b«M.. 

0(^??1 

*ai-» 

CI^EBKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEjLSUBT  SEPABTHENT. 
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CLEEKS,    ETC.,  IK  THE  TBEA8URY  DEPARTMENT. 


S  ^     ^       z  it 

I    rtilB  iiiiHi 


SI!ll§SIS§^ll§g§   8l8l§S8l§§il 


1.  1i||ft|irs|itij| 

2    asasgassaasfsz-ia 

s  ilsi|9i9S3s|9i3i 


!l»s|i|tiljj 


ll^li^i 


iiillll 


^-3'3'3-3€'S-g'3| 


.4 


l44^Si^^444. 
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22  CLERKS,  ETC.,   IN  THE  TEEA8UBT  DEPAETMEMT. 

SlatemaU  exhibiliru^  the  name*,  eompentalioH,  Spc. — Continned. 


»— ■ 

»-' 

When« 
■pMnwd. 

Ttc  «.q.l07«L 

wluy. 

Amti^M. 

768  13 

130  43 

do 

StpWmbcrMWNoTemberSI 

aiM 

Rl>«l«M«Hl.- 

1,MU00 

itssu'iS^r- 

Mr;: 

STw-^i^i-^.:: 

-r.E.a.PrtUa^ll... 

1,100 

IM  30 

do 

i'a» 

GOO 

8W) 

IiinHT.Hmll 

DeeembrrSe  In  Dc«inb«-31 . 

flOOOO 

5SWS:Sd;:: 

F<bTU(7 1  to  Deoinber  31 . . 

GOO 

i]«ipAtch  of  bmliiHB. 


J  BOW  auattaFd  IS  tbli  offloa  Imr  b«n  Ufofullf  no 
1  wllh  wlUwDt  dctrlmenl  U  tlm  public  HTricr,  UK 
of  ath«n  iu  Ibclr  itvid  li  Dot  r«qnLr«4  for  the  bettei 

B.  T.  ATKINSON,  Auiltur. 
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CLEKKB,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEJlSUHT  DEPABTUEKT. 


Tbbasorv  Dbpartmbnt,  Foukth  ADDiToR'a  Officb, 

January  5,  1864. 
8it:  Id  eompliittice  with  the  reqneat  contained  in  jour  letter  of  the  82d  No- 
veaber  Ust,  1  hare  the  honor  to  eueloie  herewith  Btntementa  ehowing  the  namea 
«f  deckii  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  office  during  the  year  ]863,  or  any 
pt/t  ihuretrf',  with  the  amount  paid  t«  each,  aud  their  reeidenee  when  appointed. 
Tbe  corps  now  attached  to  the  office  and  named  in  the  elatemente  have  been 
Diefall^  employed,  and  1  am  not  aware  that  the  pnblic  interest  requires  the  re- 
mnvil  of  any  individuals  and  the  appointment  of  others  in  their  st^d. 
1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
STEPHEN  J.  W.  TABOa, 

Fourth  Auditor. 
Hod.  S.  p.  Chasb, 

Secrttarj/  ^tke  Trtt^ntry. 


ElatmeiU  ahowlng  the  name*  ^  the  clerk*  and  other  pertotu  emptoyed  in  the 
^xt  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea**ry  during  the  year  1863,  or  any 
pari  thereof,  with  the  time  each  per*on  wa*  employed,  the  turn  paid  to  each, 
•ad  aUo  the  place  ^ their  re*idwx  vhen  appointed. 


1%H  Nplojcd. 


'.Si  01.*:::;:: 

KiwYort 

Flueli>ik 

v/.Z:::::::::::: 

Jmaatrj  1  b>  Jua>a9 

jDi»afitsIimub«r31.. 
Jaaurj  ktaJaufSS  .... 


ooglc 


CLESKS,  ETC.,  IN  THE  TBEA8DBT  DGPAKTUBITT. 


TfiBAStlBV  DbFASTHENT,  BsOtSTER'S  OFFICE, 

March  26,  1864. 
SiK :  Ab  required  by  yoar  note  of  November  2,  1863,  I  herewith  retnrn  > 
"  Statement  of  the  luimeB  of  ftll  clerics  and  other  pereons  who  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  the  Re^iBter  of  the  Treaenry  daring  the  year  1863,  oi 
mny  part  thernof,  with  the  grade,  whence  appointed,  time  each  person  was  actu- 
ally employed,  and  the  Bam  ptud  each." 

I  am,  very  regpectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

L.  E.  CHITTENDEN, 

Reguter. 
Hon.  8.  P.  Chasb, 

Secretary  qftke  jyeatury. 


Statement  ^ike  namei  of  all  elerka  and  other  ptrtoiu  tcAo  have  brex  employed 
M  the  office  of  the  Rrgitter  of  the  Treatury  during  tke  year  1863,  or  amy 
part  thereof,  tpith  the  grade,  tehenee  appointed,  time  each  perton  wot  actnalty 
emjdoyed,  and  the  mm  paid  each. 


L.  Z.  ChHIVDdea. . 


uiuntlloDHMabrrai. 

liRhl4UDFMimtwT3l.. 
uBiiy  1  la  DtccoilMr  31. 


3ddaiclBik. 


D.  W.  Rainn.... 
HtOTjCam 

L.  D.  RejiH^.., 


yniKIrt 

Juki  C.  Baillas. 
J.  HaodTSmltta.. 


Z.  Rkcbudi 

Dr.  R.  Hatih 

GbrU  Luff. 

bIs.  CollaniilV'!!^ 
AUnD.  Vam... 
Jna-C.  BniDd-Jr.. 


CkarlH  H.  ConnrcIL 
BuMrrll  JfliDlMa. 
B.  E.  WkHtakw... 
DwIgttKUnek.... 


Cliai.  K.  W.  Blront- 


L.  F.  CoppenmlUi. 


til  clui  ctrrk. 
3delnuclRk. 
Ut  da«a  ctwk- 


Junaiy  1  to  HoTsmber  S. 

jMioary  1  Id  Hireb  91 

Jaanary  1  1o  PebniiiTy  3  ■ 

Junarr  llD  Aprils 

April  10  to  DH«mb«r  31, . 


Janoary  1  to  AprtlM.. 


Jamnrr  1  to  Dfcnnber  31 , 
April  latoDrcrmtKr  31... 

JaaBarv  1  lo  April  13 

April  14  M  DpFvmber  31... 

JnlV  SR  to  Uenmbcr  3t"  1! 
Juan  a*  to  DmmbnSl... 


toD»wmb«31. 
iettmbtr^'."" 


l?r. 
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Statement  exhibiting  the  name*,  compeniation,  Ifc. — Continned. 


«— 

o»d. 

Tln».mpl07.d. 

^Irj. 

Ao-tpald. 

M.&Clnrdi 

MduielHk.. 

do 

nioou 

Juury  1  >a  I>B««Bibw  31. . 

IS 

i;auo 
i.auo 

l^ittlO 

ilaw 
j,a» 
i.aw 

l.WO 

i.ano 
i.soo 

1,:)U0 

i^auo 

1>J0 

liaixj 

1.20Q 

I,  aw 

9U0 
6W 

«u 

im 

TOO 
300 

1,800 
1  SOD 
GOO 
600 
600 
6U0 

600 
«0I) 
600 

600 
600 

600 

600 

600 
600 
600 

600 

600 

600 
600 

600 
600 
600 

600 

«00 

*!:^S 

North  CaralloB 
DUtofCnl-.- 

imooi. 

N<w  rofk.... 

Vlrginte 

Rhode  UUod  .. 
Indian* 

iSS:^lS5Si5V:;;:::;: 

Ju,n«r.lh.>lu™h» 

April  »  U  I>Mmbtf  31. ... 
M.j'4ioI>«.D.bCT31 

J,W.Bimo«.ja-.. 
O.S.Habbud 

*. 

'.'.'.'.'.aa'/.'.'.'.'.'.. 

1*0 

do 

600  00 

3s:i34 

791  90 

Ebamtllaon.... 

WllliiBQmMi.... 

A) 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

:::::do::::::;: 

do 

do........ 

do 

Majr  1310  DsijemlKT  3) 

jQl7  7MD«.n.b<.r31^'.::' 
JoljUloDKcmlnrSl.... 

tseao 

603  19 
S80  43 

SG0  88 

l^lmrei 

Joly  31 10  SepwmlKrlS. . . . 
UetolKr  8  Ic  bmiutwr  31  . 

HoTtmlwr  18  to  D«»aib«r31 

Dneraber  llol>carmbrr31 
Deeflmtor  3  to  Doecmber  31 

jHjzDiiIjlBDeB..n.b.r31- 

»Iay4loD«ODib=r31 

UijeioDwmbcrSt 

July  alio  DBCBinber  31... 
Juuary  1  to  DMcmbet  31. 

JsixStgDwinberSl.... 
Jannuir  1  u  Dscembei  31. 

llayetoD««i>.ber3t 

M«7T»Do«iDb.r3i 

938  36 

Wilt,  of  Col.... 

1«« 

JctaCBui^ 

B-UKtElbu.?.... 

Duttinut 

do 

do 

"'."•ht'".'.'.'.'.'. 

Vlrginta  !!"!]! 
wU   Vlrglnii' 

...do '.y.. 

...-to 

Now  Ym* 

Sfw  Tatfc 

101  OB 
94  S« 
X  69 

tBse 

Wb-B.  Hiekok  ... 

093  40 

W>lk«l.cw;> 

Jgtm  Otlpkut 

ab™d.  v.™. 

do 

Laborer 

M«-g.boj.- 
LiboRr 

lllieliMcletk.. 

3dcl«tcl«k.. 

311  96 
600  00 
146  31 
lT6a> 

•U>l.N.P.UpniD. 

JUBBlltoDeofflnberSl... 
Jolj  6  to  Decenbor 31  .... 

DHL  of  Col... 

jDl7  9tc>D«»>nb«'31.... 
JiiirlOloDM«iib«31.... 

Jalf  13  IS  DHHmbet  31 ... . 

DfatofOol... 

nSIiJ^" 

'"»''^°™»""'-- 

JbI)' 37  lo  Deecmber  31 . . . 

ggS|g5gii. 

DlfLoTUol... 

"I'l'l^ 

NoiBinberl  lo  I>M«nibm31 
jM.urTltoDmmbnSI.. 

J.E.ann,(c(>l'(l). 

'"^ 

600  00 

D„„.db,Googlc 


[  THE  TBEASUBT  BEPABTUEKT. 


TRBASUBr  Department,  Solicitor's  Opficb, 

January  2,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewilb  to  transmit  d  etatement  ahowing  the  names 
of  the  clerke  and  other  penona  employed  in  thia  offic«  during  the  year  1 863,  the 
time  each  of  them  wag  eo  employed,  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  thera,  and 
the  place  of  their  residence  at  the  time  they  were  severally  appointed ;  prepared 
in  pursuance  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  approved  August  36,  1843,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Honae  of  Representatives  of  January  13,  1846. 

1  have  also  to  aay  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  clerks  and  other  persons  named 
have  been  nsefully  employed ;  that  their  services  cannot  be  dispensed  with  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  interests,  and  that  the  despatch  of  public  business 
does  not  require  the  removal  of  any  of  them  and  the  appointment  of  others  in 
their  stead. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 

EDWARD  JORDAN". 

Solieiior. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Ohasb, 

Secretary  of  the  l^eatury. 


Statement  ihowing  the  namet  of  elerkt  and  other  pertom  employed  in  the  office 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treamry  during  the  year  1863,  the  length  of  time  each 
of  them  wat  v>  employed,  the  compentation  paid  them,  and  the  State  in  tchich 
each  retided  at  the  time  of  kit  appointment. 


Tlma  wDploTcd. 


"&:;:; 


400  l» 

730  67 


The  following  clerks  hold  appointments  and  are  paid  in  this  office,  though 
transferred  to  other  offices. 


Namei. 

OnAh 

Wbm« 

■PPobML 

Tim.  .mplored. 

Annnal 

Am'liwIiL 

S=^1:K!...:: 

Q.  KHarleittn.... 

tSss 
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GLEBES,  ETC.,  IN  TEE  TBBA8URT  DEPABTMENT. 


Slaltmenl  exhihit\»g  the  name*,  time  employed,  compentatiom,  and  retidence 
when  appointed  of  the  cUrkt,  messnigeTM,  and  laborers  in  the  office  of  the  First 
Auditor  of  the  Treatury  during  the  year  1863  ;  prepared  in  compliance  viith 
the  Ath  tfrtion  of  the  act  Irgalising  and  making  appropriation*  for  *%ch 
*tet»tary  object*  a*  have  heen  usually  included  in  the  general  appropriation 
hiU  without  authority  of  law,  apprwed  August  26,  1842. 


Tlaw  Mnplor*A- 


iWvp  Hartwtll. . 


Ilmrjr  Hnlbimll  . 


El"»nJ  Pawn... 


;,D.Bf.d»fr 

Hnrr  TowBHod-. 


J.B.II.V.aVbk(T 
D» 


PmnMyifolA.. 

J„o«7ltoD« 

«.l»r31.. 

Nwlh  Orsllu 
Ntw  Tort 

do 

do 

Din-ofCol.... 

do 

do 

17  1  to  D«miibsr3!.. 


IndnHctork. 


Dtat.  of  Col. . 
kcwToik"! 


litclBMBlnk. 


W(W  York;.. 
"'.io.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

iMn.arGai.. 


Juoary  1  to  Di-«int«r3li 
Junor;  IT  lo  D«»iiitHr  3J 

July  la  10  Doemnberai  — 

AprUaotoJnlT  IT 

JnlT  7  to  October  31 

JuaarylSlajDly  « 

Oclobrr  ao  to  Deambor  31 . 
J11111U17  14  to  Octotwr  IV. . 

Juautr  1*  lo  Jnly  S 

MaTsmlxr  B  lo  Demaibrt  31 
April  as  to  NoTctnbcr  8  . . . 

JUDU7  1  10  April  30 

Junniy  1  lo  Septombsr  31  . 
Jul^aOMDMdmlBrai... 
jQljlBtoDeeemlHrSl... 


Jumtry  1 10  fiaplamtwr  !S 
SeptcmW!3loI>«ceiiitKr31 


SU3a 

39179 


.  -.'o  ■etnmllj  mud 

ODid  be  dllHIlHd 

BDf  mcB  ekrk 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Jadlur. 
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28  CLEEK8,   ETC.,   IN   THE 

Slaletnent  exhibiting  the  name. 


TREA8UET   DEPARTMENT. 
»,  cvnpentalion,  1^. — Continued. 


NUBM. 

o«*t 

.ppotatol. 

.^-'-'-■^ 

Aimnil 
uluf. 

*m'li-kl 

Henry  Rlrhwr 

Iow> 

W.0.D«dd1«ii 

Kentnkj 

i.ao) 

6W11 

fS-':::::; 

Spplfpiher  a3  to  I>«™b«  31 

SKIS 

Temp'y  cint.. 

JiilyHo8.pt™b«!B 

la-i* 

ittSM 

llHKb  1  lo  Mor  IS 

i'mS 

!^'^-:::-.:- 

N3  30 

S:Pa::-.:-:: 

KcDtnck;  .... 

g.E.Dteklii»n.-.. 

*) 

2Id>j.dorinctbtB.oi,lli.of 

Nrwyork... 

l>10 

it"&"Cln 

^ 

J.McGoDwII 

-do 

rS 

T,Z.H«.Ter 

.'^'^::::; 

IB  day.  IP  monlh  of  Ottobrt 

800 

W« 

eoo 
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CLEBKS,   ETC.,  IN  THE  TREA8DRT  DEPARTHENT. 
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Trbascby  Department,  Fibst  Comptrollkr's  Ofpicb. 

January  4,  1864. 
SiB:  In  compliance  with  the  reqairements  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of 
Angtiit  26,  1843,  I  hare  the  honor  to  tratiBniit  the  accompanying  etatf meat 
(bowing  in  detail  the  names,  grades,  time  employed,  and  compensation  of  the 
deiks  and  other  pereone  employed  in  this  office  during  the  year  1SG3. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  W.  TAYLEE, 

Comptroller. 
Hon.  8.  P.  Chasb, 

Sterttary  i^  the  Treatwt^, 


StetemeiU  exhibiting  Ihe  natnet,  eompentalioK,  and  lime  employed  of  the  leveral 
clerki,  mettengert,  and  laboreri  xn  the  iiffiee  of  the  Firtt  Comptmller  of  the 
Trrumry  during  the  year  1863,  a*  required  by  the  lllh  tection  of  the  act  of 
Atgutt  26,  1842. 


»~ 

Onda. 

Whm« 

.^. 

Am'tpidd. 

nilcTEkrk  .... 

Duliwin 

J>i»iii7ltol>«aiDb«31 

«■ 

OKI 

i» 

P.DD>7l>»b>.. 

f 

mn 

i.euoDo 

Jui»i7ltoJsi>«H7  31... 

dn. 

1,  wi  10 

Jui»r;ltoAti(i»t31... 

iiwKOKW.... 

Jmairj  1  »  XXcemlHir  31 . 

600  00 

The  foregoing  statement  exliibiU  in  detail  the  names,  grade,  time  during  which 
thfy  were  employed,  and  compensation  of  the  several  clerks,  messeugei',  and 
other  persons  in  the  office  of  the  first  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1863,  together  with  the  States  and  Territories  of 
irhich  they  were  respectively  citizens  at  the  time  of  their  appointment. 

I'he  clerks  and  other  employes  have  been  assiduons  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  the  increase  of  (lublic  business  requires  not  only  the  continued  em- 
ploy ment  of  the  entire  forced  tlte-^tfce,  hut  a  considerable  addition  to  its  nu- 
merical strength,  as  recommended  in  my  letter  of  October  39,  1863. 

E.  W.  TAYLEE. 

Comptroller. 

CoMPTROLLBB's  Officb,  January  4,  1864. 
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CLERKS,  ETC,  IK  THE  TBEASUBT  DEPAETMENT. 


Tkbasurv  Dbfarthbnt,  Second  Gomptrollbr's  Oppicb, 

*  January  II,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  tranBmit  berewith  a  report  of  the  namee  of  the  clerks 
employed  iu  thie  office  during  the  year  1863,  with  the  time  that  each  waa  em- 
ployed, and  the  sum  paid  to  each,  ae  required  by  the  11th  sectioa  of  the  act  of 
Aoeust  26,  1842.     (Stat,  at  Lar^,  p.  525.) 

The  clerks  and  other  persons  nave  been  usefully  employed,  though  there  it 
the  same  difference  in  efficiency  among  them  that  obtains  in  other  officca.  The 
removal  of  aome  and  the  appointment  of  others  io  their  stead  has  been  apparent!/ 
.  required  for  the  better  despatch  of  business,  and  the  changes  have  wva  made 
with  a  view  to  that  object.  I  am  not  prepared  to  ear  that  more  changes  are 
now  required,  though  it  is  probable  that  the  nature  of  the  duties  in  this  office 
may  not  be  adapted  to  the  talents  of  some  who  would  be  very  useful  upon  other 
public  business,  and  transfers  in  such  cases  will  be  reconuneaded. 

The  number  employed  cannot  be  reduced  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  On  the  contrary  the  vast  and  constantly  increasing  business  devolved 
upon  the  office  will  probably  render  ueceasai^  a  considerable  augmentation  of 
force  in  order  to  transact  it  promptly. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BBODHEAD, 

Comptroller. 
Hon.  Salmon  P.  Ghasb, 

Secretary  of  the  ZVeuury. 


Statemmt  exhibiting  the  name*,  retidencet,  wience ^appointed,  time  employed, 
and  amount  paid  each  of  the  clerk*  and  other  pertom  employed  in  ike  o^ct 
of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treatury  during  tie  year  1863,  at  required 
by  the  Qtk  tertion  of  the  act  of.  April  20,  1818,  Me  \Uh  teetion  of  the  ar.t  of 
Augutt  26,  1813,  and  the  retolutio*  patted  by  the  Houte  of  Ke/jretentaticti 
January  13,  1846. 


Ku»i. 

Gndo. 

Wbeitu 

■ppolDted. 

TUMoinploirf. 

Annnil 

Bl«7- 

Am'lpaid. 

rsiSET::: 

Chief  clerk... 

J»tl«7llDltoTll 

M>rl7W90,Jiioat<,D»,3 

•3.000 
1.6MI 

;«» 

i;4m 

:m 
;ioo 

low 
isoo 

l,3i» 

810 

soo 

rassT 

OmrRo  a  AblHitt. . 
JohDCWUHii.... 

SuiiwiaPiiRJi... 

0-B«U.gh«. 

T.ji.]taalaiii''.'.'.'.'. 

.Id  dwii  clerk  . 

'.'.'.'.'.'.  io'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

'.'.'.'.'.'.to.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

do 

"'-'.'.'.C'.:.'.'.'.. 

Hdclnn  dork.. 
do 

vilii*ta'^°'** 

1:JS" 

Din.  of  Col... 

'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.ao'.'.'.'i'.'.'.'.'/.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

jiiiiiary  lioMay  IB  "!."!!' 

J.iiti.rTlIoJDl^ie 

Ji.lylO»ADRu.l3a 

Joly  n  10  DfwmtHjr  31  ... 

J^f^O^A^BJlriT'"'^'. 

jiBiS^iiDjni,  a 

Juuary  1  Io  Dotrmbn  31 . . 

DMtoiber  31  laDrceuiber  31 

JnlT  10  to  Dimlnber3] 

JIUISH7  1  to  July  9 

J^BwyliDjDlyS 

Jam »)  to  N'oreDibtV 'H '.'.'. 

jSS^iwjqir™... ..:: 

"^SS 

SSSi;::;: 

D-T-Hobbiinl 

do 

Newjcner.... 
DtotoJcS... 

iBlironik 

leWeney.... 

iiiiirtii :::.":::: 
Ed^''^:: 

DIM.  of  Col... - 

aaoM 

?"■  *i,''?\*'^' 

1,100« 

Juii»L.CMbciin.. 

Wm.W.Sl«wd 

JoHpbF.EVUI.... 

ABHaJ.Chlpmu... 
Jiui«8.D«l™.... 

:"::do::;:";: 

'.'.'.'.'.  ao'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

do 

MclHclsrk.. 

do 

do 

do 

■•ss 

30  «4 

ChriitlanSslimidt!!! 

63fi  If 

WilHunCtambw..- 

iMbonr  ..'.'.'.'.'. 

3n« 

CLEBE8,   ETC.,  IN  THE   TRBASURT  DEPABTHENT.  31 

Statenunt  rriibiting  the  *anei,  eompeiuatiim,  Ifc. — Contintied. 

ADDITIOXAL  CLERKS  AUTBOBIZED  BT  ACT  MAKCB  3,  1883. 


NUH 

Unit. 

Wb™« 

..i«r. 

AoHpidd. 

wrTB»« 

MkclHdok. 

inn 

July  17  to  D««nil»r  31  . . . 

April  10  loDltnDb«T.... 
jBl7l0toD™Bbw31... 

I.MO 
.600 

;s 

1,6(W 

.on 
.eao 

'.em 

!iuo 
'.too 

i«o 

,<flO 

.100 

700 

>.LB.Cl0k 

J.A.C(tani 

...do 

5Bfi74 

M  <!■■  slvk  . 

;:::::«:::::::■ 

do 

;::;::*.:::::::' 

io 

do 

da 

do 

'.'.'.'.'.'.ia'.".'.'.'." 

....do 

Dht.^'iM.'.'. 

3J»r.c\«k .'.'.' 

'■SS 

Jui>nB.lM>».... 

DenmlHr  » to  Dwombor  31 

4«sn 

EB.C«rti- 

JotuPrlBW 

j*p*w.c«-:::: 

Tnill«Inb. 

Sfw  HmpililR 

»«rjw-r... 
Pcnnijiliula . . 

Jnl,10toD^I»31.... 

io 

06S7B 
86S7B 
6fiS7« 

ses7fl 

6«7« 

Ita  v.  Biiltn«cld 

Dirt.ofcii;;i: 

...do 

jDlT20UDFBiiibM31  .... 
saivabtt  laio  iMHotor  31 

am  7a 

Edww)S.L«.l..., 

■-— -' 

•ss 

ADDITtOMAL  CI.BKK8  AUTHORIZED  UNDER  ACT  0 


UdoH  clerk.. 

.mo 

009  35 

JwptW.Co. 

.900 

D.'WjMt.. '..!'.!: 

fCtw  Yotk... 

NoTtiiiberiatoDceRiitxrai 

DM.  of  Col.... 

KormlMr  l7lo  Drwiobrr  31 

■E 

52  a 

!^ 

ioo*gft. 

CLESE8,   ETC.,    IN   THE   TEEA8UBT    DEPABTUEITT. 
Statement  exhibiting  the  namet,  eompauatiim,  Ift:. — Oontianed. 


«™». 

Ormd>. 

Wbeoca 
■ppoloM. 

Tli»«Dpl<>;.d. 

AnnvBl 
uluT. 

Am-tpUi 

B«nbfltMU 

^^I■lDU 

DccvnbKl  le  Deenbcr  31 

tern 

6no 

»WM 

MKblpiii'!!".' 

D.n.otCi>,.. 

.■^T:;-:;- 

Jvl^lStoAn^it  7 

Navoabcr  » to  I>cnnl»r  31 

»Mp-nH. 

TRBAflUHV   DbPARTMB.VT, 

Opficb  of  Gommissio.vsr  op  Customs, 

January  4,  1864. 
8lR  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  tihowitig  the  namee 
of  the  cicrke  and  other  pereone  emphiyed  in  this  office  during  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1863  ;  the  time  each  of  theni  was  eo  emplojred ;  the  amount  of 
GampeiiHntion  paid  them,  and  the  place  of  their  residence  at  the  time  they  were 
Beverally  appointed ;  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  Uth  section  of  tlie  act  of 
Congreas  approved  Augaet  36.  1643,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reprc- 
aentativcB  of  January  13,  1846. 

I  have  al^  to  state  that  the  clerks  and  other  persons  named  have  been  use- 
fully employed ;  that  their  scrvicea  cannot  be  dispensed  with  without  deiriment 
to  the  public  service  ;  th:it  the  removal  of  any  of  them  and  the  appoiniment  of 
others  in  their  stead  is  not  required  for  the  better  despatch  of  business. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  SARGENT, 
Committianer  of  Cutlomt. 
Hon.  8.  P.  Crasb, 

Secretary  eflhe  Treamry. 


Statement  thowing  the  namet,  reti^eneei,  whence  appointed,  time  employed,  rait 
of  tatariet,  and  amount  paid  each  if  the  tilerk*  and  other  per*ont  employed 
in  lite  office  of  the  Committioner  of  Cuttom*  during  the  year  1863. 


"•~ 

ar.de. 

.^^ 

Ttm.a>ploTi^ 

•■lir;. 

Aliltp^' 

N  SatwM 

"!";do!!i;;!i 

!Md»dBrti.. 

*> 

lio 

MclHiclnk. 

1M<l»el>rk.. 

ateUwdvni.. 
do 

lllclHtlHfc. 

.'.'.'.'.'.ia.'.'.'.'.'.'. 
*> 

"~r.'.;::: 

t-bOTBT 

DltLaf  Col... 

r,OOI' 

a,i»«) 
i.nu 
i.mn 

l]siJU 

!«i«i 

Ml 

*I.ZT« 

J.  B-rt^mNonb... 
John  Dran    

Knr  ^ork  .... 

SltSI^ 

1,  aw  .vi 
3jnM 

tLooUBnnd  

E.A.Lockwood.... 

Btftrmber  1  to  DF«inlwr31 
Jimini7l  toAnioirtai... 

Odobrrl  lo  Danmbsrai  .. 

Wholfjwr 

Junur;  1  to  MniTh  31  ... 
Anriu  IS  !••  I>i'»inl»r31.. 

"■^I^ 

'-s;-'.™.:; 

....dp 

m  -.7 

WilUwaH.  l^<r     .. 
ChM.  W.  Brwlbury 
JimetLvnch  

N»<rllu.i>.tilre 

mn.'ia'iM.'.V. 

1^ 

DtatofCdl.... 

*  Epvlojsd  Id  Flnl  Aodilar'l  omcm. 


I  Empls/id  la  SHKIaiy  et  Twtmmj't  ofllm. 


GLEBES,  ETC.,  m  THE  TSEASDBT  DEPABTHENT. 
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Treasuby  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Opkicb  Light-House  Boabd,  January  7,  1864. 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  compliance  vith  the  reqniie- 
tnentB  of  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  CongreBs  of  Augnet  2S,  1942,  ana  Uie 
resolntion  of  the  House  of  BepreBcntatircB  of  January  13,  1846,  a  atatement 
Rbowing  the  names  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  this  office  daring 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1863,  or  any  part  thereof;  the  amount  paid  to 
«ieh  on  acconnt  of  salary,  &c.,  in  pursuance  of  and  authorized  by  the  act  of 
CoDgreaa  approved  March  3,  1SS3,  2d  Beesiou  32d  CongreBS,  chapter  97,  page 
SIO,  pamphlet  laws ;  April  23,  1854,  let  scesion  33d  CongreBB,  chapter  97,  page 
276,  pamphlet  laws  ;  chapter  242,  of  the  act  approved  Angust  4,  1854,  page 
572,  pamphlet  laws ;  and  act  and  joint  resolution  approved  Augnst  18,  1856. 

I  have  alBO  to  Btal«  that  during  the  past  year  all  the  persons  in  this  office 
have  beea  usefully  employed,  ana  that  the  iuterCBts  of  the  public  service  do  not 
demand  any  change. 

Very  rCBpcctfully, 

BEN.  U.  KETSEE, 
Chief  Clerk,  for  Chairman. 

Hon.  S.  P.  CHA8E. 

Secretary  of  the  Treatury. 


Statement  thawing  the  name*  of  elerkt  and  other  pereong  employed  during  the 
year  1863,  or  any  part  thereof  in  the  office  of  the  hight-houte  Board,  together 
tith  the  time  that  each  teat  actually  employed  and  the  mmt  paid  to  each, 
aad  the  respective  State  or  Territory  of  hi*  reeidence  at  the  time  of  hit  ap- 
pointment; prepared  in  pureuanee  of  the  act  of  Avgvst  26,  1842,  and  the 
retalvtian  ofthe  Houte  ^  Repreeentalivei  of  January  13,  1846. 


nana. 

(Indr. 

Wlmco 

■ppOiDUA 

Tlnui  emplojod. 
jimmi)' 1  lo  DtMmber  31. . 

ADDDld 

Amlpmld. 

t.fi.Ktjwn 
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SIM.  of  Col.. 

t2.00CI 
1.W 

1,900 

on 

*^SSS! 

*ii£^'  - 

W-H.Lotd 

....*0 

L.l>n« 

....do 

Kcw  tark... 

....do 

Ohio."/.-'" 
Dill,  of  Col. . 

V.V.io.'.'.V.'.'.'. 

do 

J«lynoD«™W3t 

J.nnwy  1 10  March  11 

Much  le  to  April  19 

Bcptnnbfr  18  lo  Dsccmtar  21 

st^limbiiB  W  BJ«aber  31 

TODOD 

Do 

Ciwnajphu.... 

83  OB 
S36  W 

1S3IM 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  62- 
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3STn  CosOHBSS,  I      HOUSE  OP  EEPEESEXTATIVE8. 
Ut  SeuioM.       I 


0OLONEL8  COMMANDING  BRIGADES. 


LETTER 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  ¥AR, 


Areiolution  oftheHotiK  of  the  \^k  inttant,  tratumitling  a  report  of  the  n 
btr  and  nantea  of  coloneh  commanding  brigada  m  the  army. 


M.UICB31,  1864. — Sefemd  lo  the  Committee  on  Military  JLffaira  uid  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 
WuMhingloK  City,  March  31,  1864. 
Sll ;  In  compliance  with  &  rewlution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated 
March  14, 1864, 1  have  tlie  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  "the  number  and  names 
of  colonels  in  the  United  States  army  commanding  brigades,  and  the  length  of 
time  Bnch  colonels  BCverally  have  been  bo  commanding." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  reepectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Hon.  ScttUYLBB  OOLPAX, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Repretentatwet. 
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COLONELS  COHHAKDOTO  BKIGADES. 


Statement  lAotoing  the  number  and  name*  of  the  cdloneh  in  the  Vnited  Statu 
army,  now  commanding  brigade*,  and  Ike  length  t^  time  lufh  colonel*  ienr- 
ralli/  have  been  to  commanding,  in  accordance  with  a  retotutton  of  the  Ilouie 
of  Repreientatiees,  dated  March  14,  1864. 


No. 

Na... 

Bcgiment 

What  anny  serv- 
ing In. 

Date  of  taking 

W.W.  EobinBon 

Sani'l  H.  Leonard 

Edmund  L.  Dana 

Nathan  T.  Dushane 

7th  Wisconain 

IDchHaaaacbnsetts.... 
143d  Pennsylvania.... 

Iflt  Maryland 

Slat  Pennsylvania.... 

Jnly  1,1863 
May  SI,  1863 
July  — ,  1863 
July  — ,  1863 

2 
3 

4 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Bept,  — ,  leifl 
JiJy  38, 1^ 
Jan.  — .  ]t« 
Oct.  22.1«3 

52d  New  York 

145th  Pennsylvania... 

TSd  Pennsylvania 

7lBt  Pennsylvania 

106th  Pennsylvania... 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

8 
9 

Hiram  L.  Brown 

D.W.C.  Baiter 

April—,  lti63 
May  17,  lrti.1 
Aug.  — .  ]F«3 

Thomas  A.  Smyth 

Charles  H.  T.  CelliB 

14 

114th  Pennsylvania... 

40th  New  York 

llth&Iaasachnsetts.... 

....do 

....do 

-.--do 

16 

William  BlaiBdell 

William  R.  BrewMler.... 

Nov.  15, 1663 
Jnly  23,  IBM 

JtUy  12,  lera 

Sept.  17,  ISta 

110th  Ohio 

....do 

Benjamin  F.  Smith 

22d  Massachusetts.... 

May  ~\  iwa 

ISlhMassachnaotts.... 

146th  New  York 

2dPenn.R.V.C 

SthPenn.H.  V.  C... 

121at  Now  York 

Sth  Vermont 

3d  Indiana  cavalry.... 
6th  New  York  cavalry. 
19th  New  York  cavalry. 
lat  Peunsjlvania  car.. 
16th  Pennsylvania cav. 
5tU  U.  8.  artillery 

-  —  do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

--do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

23 
24 
25 

Davfd  T.  Jenkins 

William  McCaudlesB.-.. 
Joseph  W.  Fisher 

Jan.  — ,  li:%4 
May  30,  letS 
Jan.  — ,1(«3 

28 
29 

Goorge  H.  Chnpman 

Tliomaa  C.  Ifevin 

Ang.  — ,  ISKI 
Drc.  lB,lt«3 

May  1,  IHM 
Sept.  31,  li^ 
Aug.— .IWS 

88th  Illinois 

....do 

35th  Ohio 

10th  Kentucky 

70th  Indiana 

....do 

....do 

....do 

7 

e 

William  H.  Hays 

Benjamiu  Harrison 

Nov.  25, 1863 
Jan.  9,  leRI 
May  — ,  \^K3 

136lh  New  York 

....do 

Frederick  HetW 

27th  Ponnsylvania 

WadimirRrzyiauowskl. 

July  — ,i:?«a 

137th  New  York 

—  do 

Oct.  29,lf»ia 

Sept.  10,  mn 

Aug.  15,  iefi3 
May  7:iHl:i 
May  3,1«:{ 
July    7.j!«a 

17 

John  T.  Crouton 

EdwardM.  McCook.... 

4th  Kentucky 

....do 

2d  Michigan  cavaln-.. 
6th  KenCiH-ky  cavalry  . 

...do 

LouiB  D.  \falUii8 

17lh  Indiana 

72d  Indiana 

....do 

...do 

Dec.  19,  It^Ji 
Nov.  — .  IHKt 

•a 

A.  O.  Millar 

COLONELB  COMMANDING  BSIGADGS. 
Statemenl  ahounng  the  Kumber  of  eolonelt,  etc. — Continued. 


I    H.M.PId«ted 

S    W.W.  H.  D»™ 

3|  L.ToiiGilga 

4  S.M.Alfoid 

5  [  Jftuea  MoD^DKTj  . , 
E  WiUiamB.  Bsrlim... 
T  I  JoBbiuB.HaweU.... 


I  I  William  P.  Maobbr  . 
i    a  S  Bodgen 

3  i  George  D.  Wells 

4  James  A.  Mulligan-  -  - 
5'  B.B.  Hayes 

6  ,  J.  U.  Campbell 

7  !  JiMeph  Tbobam 


Filkin 


I    C.  B.  WWte 

I    J.  U.  ScbooDoiaker 

'  JobnH-Oley 

Junes  L.  Gviim 

!    Elliott  W.  Kice 

t  I  Aug.  Heniv 

I    Moses  M.  Bane 

.  ;  John  W.  Poller 

i    Charles  U.  Marraf 

Uarid  Moore 

JauuB  I.  Gilbert 

'    John  K.  Miinet 

I    EUward  Hatch 

William  U.  Morgan-. - 

,  L.  P.McCrillU 

>'redeiick  A.  Starring  •- 

A.G.  MaUoj 

'  B.  F,  Pott« 

t'TOuHaU 

Edvard  P.  Winslow  . , 

,  J.  A,  WillianiBon 

0«irge  A.  Stone 

I  JoBse  1.  Alexander 

Clark  H.  Wever 

John  H.  liOOmiB 

I  Joseph  B.  CockeiiU... 

1  William  H.  Graves. ..- 
.  WUIlamE.  McLean-. - 

Powell  Clayton 

'  Adolph  Engleman 

James  M.  Lewi» 

'    Daniel  Aniiereon 

,  JohoF.  Hitter 

I  Lewis  Merrill 

R.  K.  liivingaton 

'    W.  A.  PhilUpii 

John  Edwartla 

:  '  Thomas  M.  Bowen 


1st  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
llllh  Pennsylvania... 
5th  Iowa  cavalry 

nih  Maine 

I04lh  PennsjlrHnia  .  - . 

4l8l  New  York 

3d  New  York 

2d  South  Cuiolina 

48th  New  York 

H5tb  Ptuinaylvania 

1st  P,  H.  B,  Md.  vols 

2d  E.  g.  Md.  vols 

34th  MHssachusetts 

23d  Illinois 

23dOhirf. 

54th  Pennsylvania 

1st  Vi^inia 

ethVirgtaia 

12th  Ohio 

14th  Pennsylvania  cav. 
7th  Virginia  cavalry. . . 

8th  Totva 

7th  Iowa 

9th  Illinois 

5(Hh  Illinois 

87th  OLi 


OLm 

IntSuia 

aistMinsouri 

27th  Iowa 

3d  Michigan  cavalry  . 

Sd  Iowa  cavalry 

25th  Indiana 

3d  Illinaia  cavalry 

72d  Illinois 

ITth  Wisconsin 

32dOhio 

14th  Illinois 

4th  Iowa  cavalry 

4th  Iowa 

25th  Iowa 

59th  Indiana 

ITth  Iowa 

26th  Illinois 

7CJthOhio 


12th  Michigan 

43d  Indiana 

5th  Kansas  cavalry . . 
43d  Illinois 


hWist 


1st  Jowa  cavalry 

1st  Missouri  cavalry., 
al  Missouri  cavalry.. 
Ist  Nebraska  Ter.  cat 
3d  Indiana  regiment  . 

It^th  Iowa 

13th  Kansas 


Sept  — ,  1863 
June  25, 1863 
Jnl7  — ,  1863 


Ang.24.1i«3 
Nov.  9,  IB6S 
July  19,1863 

Jnly  19,1863 
Oct.  28, 1H63 
July  12,1863 
April  3,1863 
Jan.  7,1863 
Mar.  27. 1863 
Oct.  89,1863 
Har.  27, 1863 
April  9,1863 
Jan.  ~,  1864 
Jan.  11,1864 

Sept.  91,1663 
July  20, 1863 
Nov.  2fl,  1862 
Nov,  16,1862 


J,  IMe3 

-,186a 

),  1863 
-,186a 
-.1863 


Nov.  21 
Aug.  ( 
Aug.    : 


Jnly  1! 
July  - 
April  1 
May  - 


,  iei63 
,1863 
,1863 


John  H.  Chivington 1st  Colored  cavalry 


— ,18«3 
—,1864 
,    2,1863 

■  w 


COLONELS  COMMANDING   BBIGADES. 
Statement  thmeing  the  number  of  colonel*,  &c. — Continned. 


No. 

Nam«. 

Re^ment. 

Wbat  army  Bery- 
ingin'. 

Dale  oflakisg 

Onir. 

....do 

....do 

-..do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

nth  Wisconsin 

49th  Indiana 

37th  Illinois 

20th  Wisconsin 

66th  Ohio 

J  9th  Kentucky 

Sept.  16,1*3 

6 

William  H.  Rajnor 

Nov.  81,  \m 

Lewis  Benedicl 

162d  New  York 

12lh  Corps  d'Afriqua. . 

8lh  Corps  d'Afrique.. . 
17th  Corps  d-Afrique.. 

16th  Indiana 

llHih  Illinois 

iRt  Louisiana  cavalry.. 
aothMaBsachuselta.... 

adPennsTlTaniaart'ry. 
7th  New  York  artillery. 
lOlhNewyorkartillery. 
1st  Massatbusetts  art'ry 

IstCouDeclicutan'ry 
4lh  Now  York  artillery. 
15th  New  York  artillery. 

4th  Delaware 

69th  New  York  mililia. 
2d  Massachusetts cav.. 

3dPenn.  R.  V.  C 

3d  Pennsylvania  cav. . 

79th  New  York 

Sflth  Pennsylvania.... 

48th  Pennsylvania.... 

....do 

....do 

-...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Washington 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

:::t:::::::::::: 

..-.do 

..--do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

OWo 

...-do 

.-.do 

May  — .leet 
Nov.  — ,  ISO 

10 

William  H.  Dickey 

13 

Tliomas  J.  Lucas 

Jan.  83, 1*4 

16 

1 
3 

N.  A.  M.  Dudley 

AiignBtns  A.  Gibson 

Lfiwia  O.Morris 

Dec.  -,  It^ 

June— ,1363 

Sept-  — ,  1S62 
April  14, 1^ 
Sept.  16,  \m 

SepL  2,ie63 

8 
10 

A.  H.  Grimihaw 

Malth«w  Murphy 

CbarlMR.  Lowell,  jr.... 

Jan.  — .lrt64 
April  9,lt<e3 
Aug.  -,  im 

April— ,1663 
April  10, 1«!3 

Nov.  — .ms 

Sept.  30, 1S6S 

2 
3 

DcDJamiD  C.  Christ 

Jo-huB  K.  Sigfried 

aSd  Michigan 

.-.do 

Aug.— ,  )f«t 

7 

Daniel  CameroD 

65th  Illinois 

7lh  Ohio  cavalry 

7th  Rhode  Island 

27th  Kentucky 

26th  Kentucky 

....do 

.-..do 

-...do 

-..do 

--.do 

Aug.  7,  i-wa 

10 

Charica  D.  Pennebaker.. 

May  31,  )H>;t 

July  30,  IrtB 
Jan.  — ,  lf*l 
Aug.  -,  1S63 

July  16,1S63 

April   3,18«!3 

13 

]]2lh  Illinois 

65th  Indiana 

lltb  Pennsylvania  car. 

IstPennsvlvaniaart'iy. 
158lh  NeiV  York 

4th  U.S.  colored  troops. 
1st  North  Carolina.... 

2lBl  Connecticut 

4lh  Rhode  Island 

--.do 

.-.do 

Tirginia  and  North 
Carolina. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

1 
S 

Samuel  P.  Speat 

Robert  M.  West 

4 

5 

Samnel  A.  Duncan 

Joseph  M.  McCheeney.. 

Jsn.  Sft.ltHU 
Nov.  25,  lr«I 

7 

W.  H.  P.  Steere 

June  — ,leC3 
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COLONELS   COHMANDING  BBIGADES.  5 

StatemeHt  thawing  the  number  o^  eolondt,  Ifc. — Continned. 

EECAPITULATION. 

Hamberof  colonel*  commAodiiig  brindea,  &C.,  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac 33 

In  Ibe  departmeDt  of  the  Camberloi^ 86 

In  Ibe departmetil  of  the  sontb .... . ...... .... ......... ...  7 

Intbe  deportment  of  West  Tirjciiiia . .... ...........—  11 

Id  tbe  dcpaTtmeut  of  the  Tenneaiee . . ........ ..................  ..—.  .  S3 

hi  tbe  depaitment  of  AikuuM .. . . ... . IS 

In  (be  d^iartment  of  Kansas . . ... ...... ..  1 

Id  Ihe  department  of  the  Oulf. 16 

In  tbe  department  of  WaahingUin 12 

Id  tbe  department  of  the  Ohio ........ ..... .  14 

In  the  departntent  of  Tirginia  and  North  Carolina 7 

Total 1B8 

Thi*  list,  taken  from  the  laleet  retnnu  received,  does  not  include  colonela  who  ate  com- 
mvn^ng  brigade*  during  the  teinporory  abeecce  of  the  proper  brigade  camniaDderB,  (either 
briradier  generalB  or  colooole.)  BeTer^  of  the  colooela  whose  oaracB  are  on  the  liet,  were  on 
Auteogh  with  their  regimente ;  Bome  abseol,  sick,  &c.,  at  Uet  report,  but  ore  considered  to 
be  the  proper  commanders.  Some  of  Iha  colonels  on  this  list  commaDd  posts  or  districts  eqaal 
ta  1  bngade.  Colonels  commanding  detachments,  posts,  &c.,  not  equal  to  a  brigade,  are  not 
ineludad  in  the  list. 

E.  D.  T0WN8END, 
At$iiUint  AdjutaM  Gttural. 
AWUTANT  Obxebal'S  Opfice, 

WtMkingUln,  D.  C.  March  3D,  1864. 
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HOUSE  Oi'  KEPRBSENTATIVES.        I  Ex.  Doc. 
i  No.    61. 


CADETS  AT  WEST  POINT. 

LETTER 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


I  of  the  Hmue  of  the  2^th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  a  plan  for  eampeti- 
limUiom  for  admiinoKif  cadet*  to  the  Military  Academy  at   Wett 
Pmnt. 


iPtiL  S,  1164. — RafnmS  (o  (be  Connnittee  on  Miliraij  ARUrs  aod  •irdernd  In  be  pHntnd. 


War  Department, 
Wathingtan  City,  Aprils,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  lienor  to  ocknowlcilpe  the  roccipt  of  a  copy  of  a  ronolution 
pweed  by  the  Honne  of  Representatives  on  the  2Sih  ultimo,  culling  upon  me 
"to  furnish  the  House  with  any  reports  or  other  information  in  hi«  possession 
in  relation  to  &  plan  for  competitive  examination  for  a(hnittanc<^  of  cndetx  to  the 
Kilitary  Academy  at  West  Point." 

In  reply,  I  transmit,  herewith  enclosed,  copy  of  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Visiton  at  the  United  States  Military  Acadi^my  at  the  annual  cxami- 
nitioD  in  Jnne,  1860,  which  is  suggestive  of  tlio  pUn  in  question. 
Very  reepectfiilly,  your  obedient  Mrvant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

Secretary  iif  War. 
Hon.  EnwABD  HcPhbrson, 

Clerk  t^the  Hoiue  of  Represcntativn, 

WathimgfoH,  D.  C. 
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CADETS   AT   WK8T  POINT. 


Extract  Jrom  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Vuitori  at  the  XJaited  Statrt  MUUarj 
Academy,  at  the  annual  examination  in  June,  1860. 

United  Statbs  Uilitarv  Acapbmv, 

WeH  Point,  New  York,  June  IS,  1860. 


APPOINTMENT  OF   CADBT8. 

It  has  been  proposed  "bj  many  gentlemen  of  experience  and  ability,  tbat  where 
there  ia  now  authority  to  appoint  one  cadet  to  the  academy,  authority  should  be 
given  to  nominate  five  canaidates,  from  whom  competent  jndgee  should  select 
one,  the  best  suited  for  the  service.  Various  reasons  are  assigned  for  thie 
change ;  the  more  forcible  and  cogent  of  which  cannot  fail  to  elicit  the  attention 
and  action  of  the  board.  We  are  told  by  those  who  best  know,  that  less  talent 
has  been  sent  here  in  recent  than  in  years  more  remote.  Many  coming  from  ■ 
distance  do  not  poeeces  the  very  limited  education  now  necessary  far  adniissiou 
into  the  academy,  and  incur  expense  as  well  as  suffer  mortification  and  nnjnst 
blemish  of  reputation  as  to  ability.  In  many  parts  of  our  country,  schools  cal- 
culated to  ascertain  the  grades  of  abitily  among  children,  afTord  means  of  send- 
ing such  aa  can  graduate,  and  give  those  sections  an  undue  prepondemnee  in  thi- 
army,  though  all  parts  of  the  country  are  equally  represented  in  the  academy. 
The  plan  the  board  recommend  for  making  the  selections  is  as  tbilows :  The 
Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  in  each  State  and  Territory  a  board  of  tw» 
citizens  thereof,  to  convene  therein,  at  some  convenient  time  and  place,  to  W 
fixed  by  him,  and  select,  under  the  advice  of  a  graduate  of  the  academy,  having 
a  casting  vote  in  case  of  disagreement,  one  iVom  five  candidates,  nominated  as  at 
present,  in  each  coDgressional  district,  whose  qualifications  best  suit  him  forthis 
service.  If  one  of  the  two  citizens  should  be  a  physician,  the  physical  as  well 
aa  mental  capacity  could  be  ascertained,  and  the  cadet  be  admitted  withoni 
further  examination  or  risk  after  leaving  his  State  or  Territory.  Those  nomi- 
nated by  the  President  conld  be  examined  in  a  similar  way  where  and  wheu  he 
might  see  proper. 

Official  copy. 

C.  T.  CHEI8TENSEN. 
Major,  Aniilant  Adjutant  General. 
War  Depahtmbnt,  April  3,  1864. 
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38th  CoHOBBas,  t     HOUSB  OF  a£PB£S£NTATIV£8.      I  Ex.  Bovi 
laSeuifm.      i    \   Ko.  65. 


APPBOFBIATION  FOE  THE  NAVAJO  INDIANS. 

LBTTEK 

THE  SECSETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

KECOMHKKDDIO 

An  appropriation /or  the  Navajo  htdiaiu  in  Neto  Mexico. 


inu  6,  laSC—Barairad  to  the  ComiuiUee  oCWajt  uul  Mcnii*  nud  (Rdand  l«  be  prinM- 


Dbpartmbnt  op  thk  Intbkiob. 

WiuiiMglon,  v.  C,  April  5,  1864.  ■ 
SiH :  I  have  the  honor  to  trsnamit  herewith  a  copy  of  a.  commoni cation  from 
ibe  SecreUiy  of  War,  dated  the  3lBt  inataiit,  and  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Com- 
nufiioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  of  the  4th  instant,  opon  the  aiibject  of  providing 
■Beana  of  subsistence  for  the  Navajo  Indians  of  Neir  Mexico,  upon  a  reserva- 
tion  at  the  "  Bosque  Redoudo,"  on  the  Pecos  river. 

Concnrring  witn  the  GommisBioner  in  the  views  he  expreasee  on  the  enbject, 
ud  also  with  the  War  Department  in  relation  to  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend that  CoD^ress  appropriate  one  hundred  thoasand  dollars  to  effect  the 
objects  contempmted. 

Very  reapectfullj,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 
Secretary  oftAe  Interior. 

Hon.  ScHUYLBB  Col.PAX, 

Speaker  of  the  Hmue  of  RtpretentaHve*. 


DSPARTMBNT  OP  TUB  InTBKIOR, 

0$ce  of  Indian  AJ'airt,  April  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  Navajo  Indians  at  the  Bosque  Redondo,  inNew Mexico,  I  faav«;the 
bcHKir  (o  state,  that  Irom  information  received  from  various  sourcee  in  that  Ter- 
Htory,  aa  well  aa  from  conferences  held  with  General  Ganby,  who  has  spent 
miDy  years  in  that  conntiy,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  the  habits  and  cnstoma 
'>f  said  Indians,  I  learn  Ihat  they  are  an  agricnltaral  and  pastoral  people,  and 
that,  if  properly  established  at  the  ner  agency  at  Bosque  Redondo,  they  irill 
•oon  become  self-BustainiDK.    I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  location, 

oogic 


2  APPEOPBIATION  FOE  THE  NAVAJO   INDIANS. 

to  be  able  to  jii<lg<'  wfaetfaer  or  not  it  is  tbe  best  that  coold  be  round  for  them, 
bat  it  is  the  opinioii  of  ihe  commandant  of  the  militaiy  forces  in  New  Mexico  that 
the  site  is  a  proper  one ;  and  as  tbe  Indians  are  now  nearly  all  held  under  militarj 
dureH)  at  that  point,  I  do  not  think  it  best  to  look  further  for  a  new  home  for  them. 
In  view  of  tneee  fact;,  and  appreciating  tbe  importance  of  early  action  iu  tbe 

5 remises,  I  have  to  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
oUan  be  aekcd  from  Cungreea  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  agricultural  im- 
plementt,  breaking  ground,  and  subsisting  paid  Indians  during  tne  next  fiscal 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  to  maintain 
themselves  by  their  own  labor,  said  sum  being,  ae  I  am  informed  by  General 
Ganby,  the  lowest  by  which  these  objects  can  be  accomplished. 
The  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  is  returned  herewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  P.  DOLE, 
OommiuwiuT. 
Hon.  J.  F.  UsHEB, 

tlftke  Interior. 


War  Dbpartment, 

WaihingttM  City,  March  iV.  1864. 
flra ;  Tbe  oommaader  of  the  department  of  Hew  Mexico  reporta  that  Aen 
are  now  at  the  Bosque  Redondo  4,106  Navajo  Indians,  with  strong  piobabilitiet 
diat  the  remainder  of  the  tribe  will  soon  be  collected  at  that  place.  General 
Garleton  estimates  the  entire  number  of  these  Indians  at  5,000,  bnt  it  is  believed 
tliat  this  is  an  nnder-estimate,  and  that  thetribe,  when  collected,  will  nnmber  at 
least  seven  thousand  souls. 

These  Indians  have  been  at  war  with  the  people  of  New  Mexico  (with  short 
intervAls  of  peace)  for  nearly  two  centuries,  and  if  the  plan  of  colonization  nnir 
commenced  cun  bn  succoiipfully  carried  out,  it  will  relieve  the  treasury  from  the 
la^e  expendituree  that  have  been  necLtiAary  in  carrying  on  military  operatioDK 
against  them,  and  wilt  do  much  for  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  New  Mi'i' 
ico.  It  is  important  for  the  success  of  this  plan  that  measures  ehonld  be  taki^s 
at  once  to  eBtablish  them  fully  in  their  new  homes,  to  provide  for  their  wants  is 
their  changed  condition,  and  to  establish  them  folly  tn  their  determination  to 
abandon  their  old  homes  and  mnnner  of  living. 

They  are  now  dependent  upon  the  War  Department,  but  there  is  no  appro- 
priation under  the  control  of  the  department  from  which  their  wants  can  be 
supplied,  except  that  the  issue  of  subsidtence  is  justified  by  necessity,  and  mtut 
be  continued  until  the  Interior  Department  is  prepared  to  assume  their  control 
and  folieve  this  department  from  the  burden  of  muntaining  them. 

It  is  important  that  this  should  be  done  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  in  this. 
and  in  whatever  else  tbat  may  be  necessary  to  insure  the  success  of  this  plan, 
^aia  War  Department  will  give  ils  hearty  co-operation. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Stcrttary  of  War. 
Hon.  J.  P.  UsHBB, 

Steretarjf  of  du  JnUrior. 
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BOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES.     I  Ex.  Doc. 
i    No.  66. 


JAY  COOKE  &  CO. 


LETTER 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


A  rtttJiUvm  of  tie  Haute  relative  to  the  termcet  of  Jay  Cooke  if  Company  tt 
the  tale  of  United  State*  lecttritiei. 


AfHU.  6,  1864.— L^d  on  tbe  Uble  uid  ordered  tii 


Trrasurv  Dbpartmbnt,  April  2,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  Tr^ceiving  from  tho  HnuBe  of  Representatives 
4  copy  of  the  following  reaolution  : 

"  Reialaed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  btr  mqueated  to  report  to 
this  bouae  what  have  been  the  servicee  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Company  to  the  gov- 
emmeDt  in  tLo  sale  of  United  States  Bccuritice,  and  wliat  have  been  the  rate 
■nd  whole  amount  of  compensation  thefcfor;  also,  whether  edd  services  mieht 
not  have  been  as  successfully  performed  by  tho  Treasury  Department  itself; 
aL>o,  what  sums  of  money,  if  any,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  adycr- 
tisemento  ordered  by  Jay  Cooke  &  CompHny." 

Before  proceeding  to  answer  these  inquiries,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  Jay 
Coolie  &;  Company  have  never  bc;en  employed  to  render  any  eervices  to  the 
government,  bat  as  Mr.  Jay  Cooke  of  that  firm  has  been  employed  as  agent  for 
the  sale  of  United  States  bonds  and  treasury  notes,  the  resolution  •will  be 
answered  ai>  if  it  had  been  prepared  in  reference  to  him  individually. 

The  whole  of  the  five  hundred  millions  five-twenty  loans  being  now  taken 
and  the  accounts  connected  with  it  closed,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
ftatemeat  in  response  to  tbe  resolution,  without  awaiting  the  completion  of  the 
delivery  of  the  bonds  Bubscribed  for  in  excess,  which  will  involve  no  additional 
payment  on  account  of  compensation,  or  expenses. 

The  first  inquiry  requires  a  statement  of  the  services  of  Jay  Cooke  in  tbe 
■all'  of  United  States  securities,  and  of  the  rale  and  amount  of  his  compensa- 
tion therefor. 

Hr.  Cooke's  first  services  were  as  agent  for  the  sale  of  three  years'  treasury 
notes,  popularly  known  as  seven- thirties. 

When  negotjstiag  the  first  loan  with  the  associated  banks  of  New  York, 
BosWn,  and  Philadelphia,   in  July,  1861,  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  Ar  threa 

"^  "     o 
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yean'  Bcven-thirty  treasury  notea,  the  Secretary  Btipiilated  to  open  aubacriptiiius 
throughout  the  country  to  effect  the  sale  and  dietribution  of  these  notes,  by 
agents  acting  under  the  direct  euperviuion  of  the  deportment,  the  proceeds  ut 
Buch  sale  and  dietribution  to  be  paid  orer  to  the  banks  in  reimbursement,  in 
whole  or  in  part  of  their  loan,  in  order  to  secure  the  prompt  taking  of  a  Bccoud 
loan  of  equal  amount.  In  fulfilment  of  this  etipulation,  the  Secretary,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  otScere  of  the  department,  appointed  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  agents,  of  whom  Mr.  Jay  Cooke  was  one,  to  receive  Bubecriptions  for  ibe 
sale  of  the  seven 'thirties,  and  supplied  them  with  printed  blank  books  of  Bub- 
ecription,  blank  certificates  of  deposit,  blank  forms  for  correspondence  with  the 
department, and  envelopes  with  printed  addresses  thereon.  In  addition  to  tbeec 
expenses,  and  the  expenses  of  the  necesBarily  increased  force  of  clerks  em- 
ployed, he  paid  these  ngentB  oue-fifth  of  one  per  cent-  on  the  first  one  hundivd 
thousnnd  dollars  obtained  by  them  respectively,  and  one-eighth  on  all  sums  in 
excess,  and  allowed  for  advertising  a  stipulated  sum,  vurying  according  to 
locality,  but  in  no  case  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  several  agents  thus  employed  returned  eiibecriptiona  in  the  aggregate 
amounting  to  §24,678,866  84,  of  which  Mr.  Jay  Cooke  obtained  «5,2s;4.05l). 
or  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole,  for  which  he  was  paid  the  fixed  per  centage, 
amounting  to  86,680  06,  and  for  advertii<ing  one  hundred  and  bfty  dollar>, 
making  his  total  allowances  for  the  sale  of  seven-thirties,  S6,830  06. 

Mr.  Cooke,  at  the  close  of  his  labors  in  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  ijeveii- 
thirties,  and  on  making  his  -final  payments  into  the  treasury,  submitted  an 
a<:coutit,  snbstantiated  by  vouchers,  showing  disbursements  by  him  for  adver- 
tising amounting  to  33,041  44,  not  including  sums  paid  for  which  he  had  iii> 
specific  vouchers.  He  was  allowed  only  8150,  or  less  than  one-twentieth  of  bis 
expenditure.  ^^ 

The  services  of  Mr.  Cooke,  ir^onnexion  with  the  seven-thirty  loan,  were 
valuable  and  important,  but  of  little  magnitude  compared  with  those  rendered 
in  the  negotiation  of  the  loan  of  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars  for  boudo 
commonly  known  as  the  "  five-twenties." 

When  this  loan  was  authorized  by  Congress,  many  experienced  and  able 
financial  men  expressed  their  belief  that  it  would  be  impoaaible  to  negotitUc 
bonds  redeemable  after  so  short  a  period  as  five  years,  and  bearing  an  tntcn-»t 
of  only  six  per  cent.,  and  for  a  time  appearanci'S  were  decidedly  against  the 
success  of  the  loan. 

Under  the  law  every  holder  of  the  United  States  notes  had  the  right  to  con- 
vert them  at  his  jileasure  into  the  five-twenty  bonds  at  par.  A  privilege  which 
can  be  used  at  any  time  ia  often  not  used  at  all,  and  it  soon  became  dear  thtit 
voluntary  conversions  would  supply  only  a  amnll  proportion  of  the  large  uuina 
required  for  the  diKburaemcnts  of  the  war. 

To  excite  and  promote  a  better  disposition,  the  nsaistant  treasurers,  designated 
depositaries,  and  special  agents  were  antlioiized  to  receive  deposits  of  notes  and 
issue  certificates  entitling  the  depositors  to  bouds  bearing  interest  from  the  date 
of  deposit.  Still  conversiona  lagged  and  were  altogether  inadequate  to  the  de- 
mands upon  the  treaaury. 

It  waa  indispensable  that  these  demands  should  be  answered  with  the  lc4ift 
possible  delay,  and  the  Secretary  endeuvored  to  ascertain  the  beet  term;'  on 
which  the  bonds  could  be  negotiated  by  aales.  Careful  inquiry  was  made 
through  the  assiatant  treasurer  at  New  York,  and  other  experienced  person*, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  negotiations  could  not  be  effected  at  higher  mtei' 
than  from  97  to  98  cents  for  a  dollar,  which  would  involve  a  loss  on  each  hun- 
dred millions  of  the  loan  of  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Unwilling  to  submit  to  thia  great  loss,  the  Secretary,  in  Octolicr,  1862,  de- 
termined to  appoint  a  geucral  agent,  with  authority  to  appoint  sub-agent;^ 
'hrougbout  the  whole  country,  for  whom  he  should  be  personally  responsible. 
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ud  ID  thia  wB^  to  organize  a  direct  appeal  to  the  whole  people.  He  accord- 
ingly selected,  ae  general  agent,  Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  who  was  recommended  for 
preference  hy  his  responsibility,  by  hia  integrity,  and  by  bis  energetic  and  euc- 
ce^sfol  aerrices  in  uie  negotiation  of  the  firet  national  loan,  and  committed  the 
vhole  work  to  him.  It  was  agreed  that  his  commissions  for  services,  and  to 
carer  disborsements,  ehonld  be  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  first  ten  millions, 
uul  three-eightha  on  enbacriptione  beyond  that  amount.  Of  these  three-eighths 
Ur.  Cooke  was  bound  to  pay  one-eighth  to  Bubecription  sub-agents,  and  another 
«ighth  to  travelling  agents  and  for  advertising  and  other  expenses  of  making  the 
loan  s»  widely  and  favorably  known  as  poBBible.  He  was  allowed  to  retain  the 
other  eighth  as  compensation  for  his  own  labor  and  risk  and  for  expenses 
cWgeabte  to  his  own  proportion. 

Rii  responsibility  covered  all  acts  of  his  sub-agents  until  payment  into  the 
treuury  of  all  moneys  subscribed  and  delivery  to  subscribers  of  all  bonds  sub- 
ecribed  for.  No  liability  and  no  duty  except  that  of  famishing  the  bonds  was 
usumed  by  the  goTemment,  while  to  inaore  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty 
of  the  general  agent  and  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  demands  upon  him  and  the 
sub-agentB  bonds  were  required  and  given  in  the  aggregate  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Notwithstanding  the  mnguitnde  of  the  task  imposed  upon  him.  the  general 
a^t  bad  no  monopoly  in  the  disposal  of  tbe  loan.  The  treasurer,  the  assistant 
treasurers,  and  several  of  the  designated  depositaries  were  also  directed  to  use 
ibeir  best  endeavors  to  obtain  subscriptions,  and  were  authorized  to  allow  one- 
cigbth,  and  in  sumi-  cases  one-fourth,  of  one  per  cent,  to  purchasers  for  resale. 

Having  undertaken  the  work,  Mr.  Cooke  proceeded  to  organize  a  general 
^j^tem  of  agencies.     For  a  time  the  result  seemed  doubtful. 

When,  however,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  tlic  absolute  right  of  con- 
vwfion  was  limited  to  the  lirst  of  July,  1863,  and  the  system  of  sub- agencies 
had  been  thoroughly  organized  and  extended  throughout  the  country,  subscrip- 
tions gradually  increased  until  at  length  the  unwearied  tabors  of  the  general 
i^'tH  and  his  sub-agents  were  crowned  with  complete  success.  Not  only  was 
the  whole  loan  taken,  but  subscriptions  were  made  ou  the  day  it  was  finally 
cl'i^  for  nearly  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  excess  of  the  amount  authorized, 
for  wbicli  excess  the  general  agent  was  allowed  no  compensation. 

It  is  impossible  to  exhibit  in  detail  the  services  thus  rendered,  or  to  estimate 
tlitir  value  in  money.  It  may  be  sufficient  to  state  that  the  number  of  sub- 
,i<;euts  employed  by  the  general  agent,  aud  for  whom  he  was  responsible,  was 
aliout  twenty-five  hundred;  that  the  work  of  the  agency  extended  into  almost 
rvpry  county  and  town  of  the  loyal  States  and  among  all  classes  of  the  popula- 
ti'JD;  that  its  fruits  were  subscriptions  for  five-twenty  bonds,  amoimting,  in  the 
aggregate,  to  tbe  sum  of  §361,952,950,  and  that  without  these  subscriptions 
oeitber  the  anny  nor  the  navy,  nor  the  general  creditors  of  the  government, 
cotUd  have  been  paid. 

The  benefit  of  the  work  was  not  limited  by  its  direct  resulta.  The  interest 
in  the  loan,  excited  by  tbe  eilorts  of  the  general  agent  and  sub-agents,  operated 
powerfully  upon  subscriptions  with  the  assistant  treasurers  aud  the  designated 
depositaries.  The  subscriptions  made  amounted.in  the  aggregate,  to  8148,823,500, 
of  which  392,178,300  were  subscribed  by  purchasers  forreeale,  and  856,645,200 

The  whole  compensation  to  the  general  agent  and  sub-agents  for  services  and 
tor  all  expenses  incnrred  in  obtaining  and  paying  over  subscriptions,  amoimting, 
M  already  stated,  to  8361.952.950,  was  81,350,013  15,  of  wliich  8435,700  31 
*Hi'  paid  to  the  general  agent  as  compensation  for  rcHponaibility,  for  services, 
uid  for  expenses  chargeable  upon  the  one-eighth  allowed  to  him. 

To  the  cost  of  the  agencies,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  total  expenses  of  the 
loan,  mnat  be  added  the  commissions  allowed  to  purchasers  for  resale  bj^J^f 
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I  ftod  otiier  officers  oC  the  govcnitnent.     Theeo  commi^Biona 
amounted  to  SI  22,190  39,  making  the  entire  cost  of  the  whole  lo&n  811,472,203  54. 

This  cost  is  a  little  lees  than  three-tenths  of  one  per  i'«nt.  (or  eighteen  dnvs' 
interest)  on  the  whole  amount,  and,  ns  it  believed,  in  lesH  than  the  cost  of  any 
other  great  loan,  either  American  or  Engligli,  heretofore  negotiated. 

The  Secretary  bo^  already  stated  that  the  best  t«rme  he  wan  encouraged  tn 
hope  for  in  caec  of  resorting  to  the  negotiation  of  fifty  roillioas  with  capitaii^hs, 
in  the  ordinary  way,  were  from  97  to  98  cents  for  a  dollar,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe:  diat,  for  the  addiUonal  sum  required  to  complete  the  loan,  be 
would  be  obliged  to  submit  to  much  more  disadvantageous  rates.  Had  he  negii- 
tiated  fifty  millions  at  97^  per  cent.,  the  cost  of  one-tenth  of  the  loan  would  bavo 
been  91,250,000,  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  tiie  whole  cost  of  the  whole  actual  Ioad 
of  S5 10,776,450,  upon  the  plan  actually  adopted.  Had  he  attempted  and  suc- 
ceeded, beyond  reasonable  hope,  in  negotiating  the  whole  at  the  same  rate,  tbe 
cost  would  have  been  212.500,000. 

'I'he  foregoing  statement,  it  is  hoped,  sufficiently  answers  the  inquiries,  whu 
have  been  the  services  of  the  general  agent  to  the  goverument  in  tlie  sale  of 
United  States  securities,  and  what  was  tin-  rate  and  amount  of  compensatinn 
therefor. 

The  other  inquiries  of  the  resolution  may  be  more  briefly  answered. 

No  Bums  of  money  have  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  advertising  ordered 
by  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  and  none  for  advertising  ordered  by  the  general  agent, 
except  UB  above  Btatcd. 

It  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  Sccrelary  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  servkea 
rendered  by  the  general  agent  and  the  Eub-agcuta  could  not  have  been  as  sue 
cesafoUy  pertbrmcd,  nor,  mdeed,  performed  at  all  by  the  Treasury  Department 
itself. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  TrtoMry. 

Hon.  SCHUYLBB   COLPAX, 

speaker  oftht  Hcmt  of  Re^etattaiivtt. 
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MAJOR  N.  H.  McLean. 


ME88AGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


A  reto/mitm  of  tht  Hotae  of  the  itAJntlant,  i»  relation   tn  Major   N.  H. 
McLean. 


Apul  i,  1864. — ReTerred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Hiliturj  AFTaira  odi]  orderod  lo  bo  printed. 


To  the  Home  of  Repretenlatioe*  : 

I  traaamit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  the 
reeoiutioa  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  of  the  4th  instant,  in  relation  to 
Major  N.  H.  McLena. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
Washi.\oti>N.  April  7,  1864. 


War  Dbpartmbnt, 
Washington  Cits,  AprU  7,  186*. 
R«prei 

tivea,  dated  April  4,^1864,  this  day  referred  to  this  department,  in  tdation  to 
Major  N.  H.  McLean,  I  have  the  honor  to  slate — 

1.  That  Major  McLean  was  ordered  to  Vanconver  because  it  was  deemed  ez- 
fwdtcnt  for  the  service  that  he  should  go  there. 

2.  It  has  never  been  the  practice  of  the  War  Departcnent,  or  of  any  other 
eiecntive  department,  to  famish  copies  of  chaises  affecting  the  capacity  or 
fidelity  of  its  officers  upon  which  no  action  has  b^n  taken.  In  the  present  in- 
stance it  ia  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  pnblic  interests  to  make  any  fnrther- 
■nswer  to  the  Utter  branch  of  the  inquiry  contained  in  said  reaolntion.  ■ 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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ABMOBED  VESSELS  IN  THE  ATTACK  ON  CHAMjESTON, 


LETTER 

FBOH 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY, 


m  ANSWER  TO 


BaUmiwiu  of  the  Baue  amd  SentUe  m  rdation  to  the  operatioiu  of  armored 
ve*»eU  employed  m  the  terviee  of  the  United  StaU*. 


AruL  13,  1864.— Befened  to  the  CommittM  on  Naval  Afbin  and  oidered  tg  be  printed. 


Navv  Dbpaktmbnt,  AprU  11, 1864. 
Sir:  I  luve  the  honor  to  aeknovledge  the  receipt  of  three  several  resola- 
tiosa  of  the  Semite  and  Honee  of  Repreeentativea,  reflpectjvel)r,  in  relation  to 
Dmored  vessels  and  to  snch  information  as  may  be  in  possesaion  of  this  de- 
puiment  concerotDK  their  efficiency,  capability,  and  the  service  which  may 
have  been  rendered  bv  them,  and  especially  as  to  operations  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston.     The  reeolutions  are  aa  follows  : 

In  ths  Sbnatb  of  the  United  SrATBS, 

Decenther  17,  1863. 
Betotoed,  That  the  Secretai?  of  the  Navy  be  directed  t^  cammnnicate  to  the 
Koiale  all  official  reports  and  despatches  and  papers  in  the  Navv  Department 
ivlaliiig  to  actions  in  which  any  of  the  armored  vessels  have  been  eDgasedi 
*»i  especially  the  report  of  Captain  Worden  of  the  combat  of  the  Uomtor 
vitk  the  Herrimack,  and  the  report  of  Captun  John  Rodgeis  of  the  attack 
on  Fort  Darling,  together  with  the  despatches  of  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough 
tnosmitting  them;  the  reports  of  Captain  Worden  and  Captain  Drayton  of 
tiw  two  attacks  on  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogeecbee,  with  Uie  despatehes  of 
Reai-Admiial  DnFont  transmitting  them  to  the  department ;  the  report  of 
Reir.Adniiral  DnPont  of  the  attiwk  of  April  7,  1863,  on  the  defencef^  of 
Charleston  harbor,  together  with  the  reports  of  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic, 
Commander  Bhind  of  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Downes  of  tbe  Naliant,  Captain 
Jobn  Rodgers  of  the  Weehawken,  Captain  Worden  of  the  Montauk,  Commander 
Fairfax  of  the  Nantnckct,  Commander  Gteoree  W^Rodgere  of  the  Catskill,  of 
Commodore  Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  ana  of  Coimnander  Ammen  of  the  Pa- 
■  tspsco,  touching  their  several  vessels  during  that  .attack ;  and  also  the  reports  of 
uy  investigations,  aiter  the  action,  into  the  condition  of  any  of  the  armored  ves- 
Ku  engaged  in  itrarrespectingtherepairsfonDdneceflBBry  onany  oftbosevessda 
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after  the  action,  made  hy  those  officen,  or  any  of  them,  or  kdj  official  atatement 
reepecting  those  veBsele  in  connexion  with  the  said  action,  or  reepecliag  eiperi' 
ments  to  teat  the  valae  of  rafts  for  the  remoyal  of  obetractions  made  hj  tboK 
officers,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  Engineers  Lovering,  Robie,  or  Stimen  ;  and  oIm 
the  report  of  Captain  John  Sodgen  of  the  action  between  the  Weehawkeo  ind 
Allanta,  together  with  the  despatch  of  Bear-Admiral  DnPont  transmitting  it; 
and  all  other  official  correspondence  with  any  of  those  officera  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment respecting  or  relating  to  those  actions;  and  also  the  official  report  of  the 
sinking  of  the  Weehawken  inside  the  bar  off  Charleston,  and  the  official  re- 
port of  the  springing  a  leak  of  the  Sangnmon  at  the  Washington  nary  yard  on 
the  ere  of  departure  on  a  craise. 
Attest:  J.  W.  FORNEr,  Secretary. 


THIBTY-EIGHTH  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION. 

CONORliSS  OP  THB  ITmTBD  STATES, 

Ln  tub  HoUSB  op  RBPfiBSBNTATtVBS, 

January  13,  1861. 

Mr.  Spalding,  irom  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affitirs,  submitted  the  following, 
which  was  adopted : 

Whereas  it  seems  probable  that  warfare  on  the  ocean  will  in  great  measoR 
depend  in  the  fntore  on  armored  rcasels,  whose  fonn,  etrncture,  and  armanciil 
must  be  determined  by  experience  in  action;  and  the  attacks  on  Forts  Daclii^ 
and  McAllister,  the  combats  between  the  Hooitor  and  Merrimack  and  the 
Weehawken  and  Atlanta,  and  the  first  great  naval  battle  delivered  by  armored 
tcpkIs  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  hare  at  once  illustrated  the  American  name, 
and  famished  the  only  information  from  experience  in  battle  respectiug  the 

Sowers  of  resistance  and  aggression  of  armored  reaaela  which  exists  to  aid  the 
eliberations  of  Congress  in  directing  further  constrtictions  of  such  vesseb; 
but  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  while  conreying  the  gratifying  intelligence  tbit 
during  the  "rigorous  assaults  on  Fort  Sumter  but  comparatively  slight  injoi; 
was  sustained  by  these  vessels,"  though  "  no  ships  ever  nefore  sustained  such  i 
concentrated  fire,"  has  not  communicated  Vith  his  report  the  official  and  de- 
tailed despatches  and  reports  of  the  officera  in  command  of  the  armored  vessels 
executing  those  attacks,  from  which  alone  exact  and  reliable  information  of  the 
real  capacity  of  those  vessels  for  resistance,  aggression,  speed,  manmavring,  and 
keeping  the  sea,  as  shown  by  experience,  can  be  obtained,  and  without  suiji  in- 
formation Congress  must  grope  in  the  dark  in  ordering  or  refosing  further  caa- 
stniction  of  armored  vessels:  Therefore, 

Raolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  \avy  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this 
house  all  officialreports,  despatches,  and  papers  in  tJie  Navy  Department  relating 
to  those  actions ;  that  is  to  say,  the  report  of  Captain  Worden  of  the  combat 
between  the  Monitor  and  the  Merrimack ;  the  report  of  Captcun  John  Bodgen 
of  the  attack  on  Fort  Darling,  or  the  action  near  Drory's  Bluff,  on  the  Jam» 
river;  the  reports  of  Captain  Worden  and  Capl^n  Drayton  of  the  two  attacks 
^  Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Ogecchee,  with  the  despatches  of  R«ar-Admiral  Ihi- 
Font  transmitting  them  to  the  department;  the  reports  of  Rear-Admiral  Dn- 
Pont of  the  attack  of  April  7,  1863,  on  the  defences  of  Charleston  harbor,  to- 
gether with  the  reports  of  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic,  Commander  Bhind 
of  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Downes  of  the  Nahant,  Captain  John  Rodger?  of 
the  Weehawken,  Captain  Worden  of  the  Montauk,  Commander  Fairfax  o! 
the  Nantucket,  Commander  Geoi^  W.  Bodgers  of  the  Catskill,  Commodore- 
Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  Commander  Ammen  of  the  Patapsco,  touching 
their  several  vessels  during  that  attack;  and  also  the  reportsof  any  investigatioii, 
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ifter  the  action,  into  the  condition  of  any  of  the  umored  veasela  engaged  in  it, 
or  respecting  the  repairs  found  to  be  necesBary  on  odj  of  these  TeeselB  after  the 
ictian,  made  by  those  officers,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  official  statement  respect- 
ing those  vessels  in  connexion  witn  the  said  action,  or  respecting  experiments 
to  test  the  value  of  rafts  for  the  removal  of  obstmctionB  made  by  those  officers, 
or  any  of  them,  or  by  Eng^eers  Lovering,  Bobie.  or  Stimers  ;  and  also  the  re- 
port of  the  action  between  the  Weehawken  and  Atlanta,  by  Captain  John  Kod- 
gers,  together  with  the  dexpatches  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  transmitting  il ;  and 
all  other  official  correspondence  with  any  of  those  officers  in  the  Kavy  Depart- 
ntent  respecting  or  reuitincr  to  those  actions ;  also  the  report  of  the  sinking  of 
tbeWeehawken  within  the  DOT  off  Charleston:  Provided,  That  no  call  is  hereby 
intended  to  be  made  for  information  already  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary  to  Congress. 
Attest:  EDWABD  McFHEBSON,  Ckrk. 


THIBTT-EIOHTH  CONORB8S,  FIBST  SESSION. 

GONORBSS  OP  THB  UnITBD  StATBS, 

In  THB  House  op  RspBBaBNTATivBS, 

February  29,  1864. 
On  motion  of  Francis  P.  Blair,  jr., 

RaeHred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  commtmicat«  to- 
this  hoDse  the  following  information : 

All  his  iustractions  relative  to  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  and  all  hia  corre- 
spondence with  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  relative  to  that  attack,  previons  to  the  7th 
of  April,  1863,  and  Bnbseqnent  thereto,  and  all  other  information  posHesHed  by 
tlie  department,  or  its  bureaus,  growing  out  of  that  memorable^contest ;  and  tSi 
the  reports  of  officers  and  others  relative  to  iron-clad  vessels,  and  their  adapta- 
bility for  naval  warfare;  any  order  of  the  Navy  Department  relative  to  with- 
drawing tlie  iron-clads  to  the  UissiBBippi  or  elaewhere ;  also  the  telegraphic 
order  of  the  President,  dated  13th  April,  1863,  directing  Reor-Admiral  DuPont 
to  remain  inside  of  the  bar  at  Charleston,  and  prevent  uie  enemy  from  erecting 
batteries  on  Uorris  island,  and  whether  this  order  was  acknowledged  and 
obeyed;  also  the  telegraphic  order  of  the  President,  dated  April  14,  1863, 
directing  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  and  General  Hunter  to  take  the  batteries  on 
Morris  and  Sullivan  islands,  and  whether  said  order  was  obeyed,  or  attempted 
tn  be  obeyed ;  also  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  June  6, 
1S63,  directing  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  to  co-operate  with- Greneral  Gillmore,  and 
whether  said  order  was  obeyed,  and  whether  General  Gillmore  complained  of  a 
want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont;  also  who  devised 
the  plan  of  attack  attempted  upon  Port  Snmter  by  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  on 
Apnl  7,  1863,  and  whether  such  plan  was  comronnicated  to  the  department  pre- 
vions to  its  being  made,  and  whether  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  asked  for  more 
troops  previous  to  April  7, 1863,  or  protested  to  the  deportment  a^inst  making 
mid  attack  ;  and  whether  any  order,  previous  to  that  date,  was  given  to  him  to 
attack  Fint  Sumter,  or  in  any  manner  act  gainst  bis  judgment  in  the  opera- 
tions before  Charleston  ;  or  whether  any  suggestions  or  plans  of  that  officer,  or 
requinitions  for  more  ships,  were  refused  or  declined  by  the  Navy  Department 
previous  to  his  attack  upon  the  defences  of  Charleston ;  and  whether  the  port 
of  Charleeton  is  absolutely  closed  to  blockade  running  since  the  monitors  went 
inside  of  the  bar. 

Attest:  EDWARD  McPHERSON,  Clerk, 


By  CLINTON  LLOYD,  Chief  Clerlt.  i  , 
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As  the  principal  objects  of  inquiry  in  tTieee  Bcveral  reBolatipna,  fhongh  vary- 
ing in  detail,  are  BBBcntially  the  same,  the  i^p^T  ia  made  to  embody  in  one 
docnment  the  official  correBpondence  and  recordB  of  the  Department,  commencing 
with  the  first  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1861,  and  the  legiBlation  by  GongreBB  at  the  then  special  session  conse- 

gneut  on  that  recommendation,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  boards  which 
Bve  from  time  to  time  been  connticiited  ;  dJbd,  the  reports  of  naval  officers,  en- 
gineers, and  others,  with  such  general  information  deemed  valoable  as  hu  been 
commnnicated  to  the  Departmedt  IVom  intelligent  and  reliable  sources  in  legvid 
to  the  qoslities  and  services  of  the  armored  veaselB. 

In  reBDOase  to  certain  specific  inquiries  that  ore  made  in  the  resolntion  of  the 
SOth  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  order  of  the  President 
dated  April  13,  1863,  "  directing  Rear-Admiral  DuFont  to  remain  inside  the 
bar  at  Charleston,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  erecting  batteries  on  MorriB 
ialaud,"  was  briefly  acknowledged,  bnt  was  not  olwyed.  The  telegraphic  order 
of  the  President,  dated  the  14th  of  April,  "directing  Resi-Admiral  DoPoot 
and  General  Hunter  to  take  the  batteries  on  Morris  and  8uUiTan  iBlande,"  wu 
never,  bo  far  aa  this  department  is  advised,  obeyed  or  attempted  to  be  obeyed 
by  Bear-Admiral  DnPont.  The  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directing 
Rear-Admiral  DnPont  to  co^>perate  with  General  Gillmore  was  not  obeyed. 

Major  General  Hunter,  in  a  tetter  to  the  President,  referring  to  the  "  attack 
by  the  iron-clads  upon  Charleston,  an  attack  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  the 
plans  of  Admiral  DuFont,  the  army  hod  no  active  part,"  says,  that  on  the 
morning  after  the  attack  the  army  was  ready  to  proceed  and  take  poBseeeion  of  . 
Morris  island,  and  "  Fort  Sumter  would  have  been  rendered  untenable  in  two 
days'  fire."  General  Hunter  adds :  "  On  the  afternoon  after  the  iron-clad  attack 
on  Fort  Snmter,  the  troops  on  Folly  island  were  not  only  ready  to  cross  Light- 
house inlet,  but  were  almost  in  the  act,  the  final  reconnoissance  having  been 
made,  the  boats  ready,  and  the  men  under  anna  for  crossing,  when  they  were 
recalled,  as  I  hoped  merely  temporarily,  bv  the  announcement  of  Admiral  Dn- 
Pont that  he  baa  resolved  to  retire,  and  that  consequently  we  could  expect  no 
assistance  from  the  naw. 

"Immediately  the  admiral  was  waited  upon  by  an  officer  of  mj  staff,  wbo 
represented  the  forwardness  of  our  preparationa  for  crossing,  the  evidently  un- 
prepared condition  of  the  enemy  to  receive  us,  while  any  delay,  now  that  our 
mtfflitionB  were  anmasked,  would  give  the  enemy  time  to  erect  upon  the  sontbem 
end  of  Morris  island,  conunanding  Light-honse  inlet,  those  works  and  l»tteries 
which  he  had  heretofore  neglected.  To  these  considerationB,  earnestly  and 
elaborately  urged,  the  admiral's  answer  was  that  'he  would  not  fire  another 
shot' " 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  "whether  General  Oillmore  complained  of  a  want 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Bear-Admiral  DuPout,"  it  will  be  seen  hy  the 
letter  accompanying  this  comiaunicBtioa  that  General  6i1lmore,  on  the  SOth  of 
June,  said,  "I  can  do  nothing  nntil  Admiral  DuPont';  successor  arrivee  and 
<eU  ready  to  work.  The  admiral  has  no  instructions,  and  does  not  feel  at 
libertv  to  pat  hie  veescls  into  action  on  the  eve  of  relinquiBhing  his  command." 
Yet  the  department  had  written  &!ar-Admiral  DuFont  on  the  6th  of  June, 
"General  Gillmore  has  been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  department  of  the 
south,  and  you  will  please  afiord  him  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  your  power 
in  conducting  his  operations."  The  receipt  of  this  order  was  acknowledged  by 
Bear- Admiral  DnPont  on  the  14th  of  June.  It  may  he  stated  also  that  his 
original  primary  iuBtructions  in  May,  1863,  were  to  co-operate  with  the  army, 
unless  the  movement  should  be  purely  naval,  when  the  army  would  render  him 
evei^  assistance. 

The  department  has  no  information  as  to  "who  devised  the  plan  of  attatrk 
on  FortBumterby  Bear-Admmd  DoPont  on  April  7,  1863,"  but  has  never 
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doubted  that  it  originated  and  belonged  exdnrivelj  to  tliat  officer.  The  plan 
wu  not  "communicated  to  this  department  prerioDs  to  its  being  made,"  nor  did 
that  officer  aak  the  departmont  for  more  troops,  thougb  be  on  one  or  two  occasions 
inddentall^  mentioned  that  "more  troops  are  neceBsary."  On  no  occaeioo,  anj- 
vbere  nor  at  any  time,  did  Rear-Admira]  DuFont  "prol«flt  to  the  department 
■gainst  making  said  attack."  No  "order  preTiona  to  that  date  was  given  him 
to  attack  Fort  Snmter,  or  in  anjr  manner  act  aeainat  hia  judgment  ia  the  opera- 
twni  before  Charleaton;"  on  the  contrarr,  the  department  wrote  him  especially, 
m.lbe  3lBt  of  January,  1863,  that  it  did  "not  desire  to  urge  an  attack  upon 
Charleston  with  inadequate  means,  and  if  after  careful  examinadoa  yon  deem 
the  nnmber  of  iron-clads  inenfficient  to  render  the  capture  of  that  port  reasonably 
eertsin,  it  must  be  abandoned."  Xo  "BUgeeations  or  plans  of  that  officer  or 
nqnintionB  for  more  shipB  were  refused  or  declined  by  the  Navy  Department 
previous  to  his  attack  upon  the  defences  of  Charleston."  In  his  despatch  of 
Jnue  3,  1863,  Rear-Admiral  DuFont  says  he  did  not  hesiUte  to  "ask  the 
department  for  all  the  iion-clada  that  couH  be  spared,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  department  spared  no  pains  to  increase  the  force  of  these  Tessela." 
And  finally,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  "whether  the  port  of  CharteatDn  is 
■bsolutely  closed  to  blockade  numers  since  the  monitors  went  inside  the  bar,"  it 
gires  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  department  has  received  no  information  that 
■nr  Teasel  has  reached  the  city  of  Charleston  since  the  month  of  July. 

In  justice  to  the  department  it  shonld  be  stated,  that  the  averment  in  the  pre- 
unble  of  the  13tb  of  January,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  "  has  not  com- 
mmticated  vith  bis  report  the  official  and  detailed  despatches  and  reports  of  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  armored  vessels  executing  those  attacks,"  is  a  grave 
mistake— made  inadvertently,  I  havtf  no  doubt,  and  without  an  examination  of 
the  annual  reports  and  accompanjring  documents  of  this  department  fbr  the 
ytus  1B62  and  1B63,  for,  mcludM  with  them,  were  the  "despatches  and 
reports"  referred  to,  which  had  bee»  transmitted  to  Congress  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1862,  and  on  the  7th  of  December,  1863,  respectively,  and  were 
•erenlly  printed  with  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  tiiose  yean. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Seerelaiy  oflAe  Navy, 

Hon.  SCHUVLBB  CoLFAXt 

SpcaXxr  of  tAe  House  ^  RepretaUativu. 
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INTRODUCTOET, 


From  the  report  i(f  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  July  4,  1861. 

IRON-CLAU  STBAMBKS  OB  FLOATWO  BATTBBIK8. 

Mach  attention  Iikb  been  given  vrithin  the  last  few  years  to  the  subject  of 
floating  batteries,  or  iron-clod  steamers.  Other  goTemments,  and  particularly 
France  aud  England,  have  made  it  a  special  object  iu  connexion  witn  naval  im- 

Eruvements ;  and  the  ingenuity  aud  inventive  faculties  of  our  own  countrymen 
ive  also  been  stimulated  by  recent  occarreuces  toward  the  construction  of  this 
clasB  of  vessels.  The  period  is,  perhaps,  not  one  beet  adapted  to  heavy  expendi- 
tnrei  by  way  of  experiment,  and  the  time  and  attention  of  some  of  those  who  are 
EDosl  coiDpetent  to  Investigate  and  form  correct  conclusions  on  this  subject  are 
otLenriBe  employed.  I  would,  however,  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  proper 
uid  competent  board  to  iuqaiie  into  and  report  in  regard  to  a  measure  so  im- 
portant; and  it  is  for  Uongress  to  decide  whether,  on  a  favorable  report,  they 
vill  order  one  or  more  iron-clad  steamers,  or  floating  batteries,  to  be  constructed, 
^th  a  view  to  perfect  protection  from  the  effects  of  present  ordnance  at  abort 
raQge,  and  make  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  nearly  twenty  years  since  a  gentleman  of  New  Jersey,  possessing'  wealth 
ud  taJent,  projected  the  construction  of  a  floating  battery,  ana  the  government 
^ed  the  work  by  a  liberal  appropriation.     The  death  of  this  gentleman  a  few 

Eirs  since  interrupted  the  prosecution  of  this  experiment,  and  application  haa 
□  recently  made  by  his  surviving  brother,  the  anthorities  of  New  Jersey,  and 
otbets,  for  additional  means  to  carry  it  forward  to  completion.  The  amount 
aaked  is  of  such  magnitude  as  to  require  special  investigation  by  a  competent 
board,  who  shall  report  as  to  the  expeaieucy  and  practicability  of  the  experiment 
before  so  large  an  expenditure  should  be  authorized. 


Act  of  CoHgrett  authorizing  the  conttruetum  of  irmt-iJad  vcueU. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Repreientaticet  of  the  United 
Slatet  of  America  in  Congren  atiemhled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
lod  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  a  board  of  three  skilful 
uvd  officers  to  investigate  the  plans  and  specifications  that  may  be  submitted 
fir  the  constntction  or  completing  of  iron  or  steel-ctad  steamships  or  steam  hat- 
tnies,  and,  on  their  report,  should  it  be  favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
will  i:an«e  one  or  more  armored  or  iron  or  steel-clad  steamships  or  floating  steam 
batteries  to  be  built ;  and  there  is  hereby  appropriated,  oat  of  any  money  in  t^i  . 


2  ASMOEED  VESSELS. 

treusnij  sot  otherwise  appropriated,  the  som  of  one  million  five  hnndred  thon- 
und  dollan. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  autcttd,  That  in  caae  of  a,  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
eDgioeer-in-chief  of  the  nav^  the  appointment  thereto  itiall  be  made  from  the  liM 
of  chief  engineers. 

Approved  August  3,  1861. 


Copy  of  advertitematt  calling  Jor  plana  and  tptetfieation* 

IKON-CLAD  STBAM  VBSS8LS. 

The  Navy  Department  will  receive  ofiers  from  parties  who  are  able  to  execnte 
work  of  ihie  kind,  and  who  are  engaged  in  it,  of  which  they  will  famish  evidence 
with  their  offer,  fur  the  constniction  of  one  or  more  iron-clad  steam  vessels  of 
war,  either  of  iron  or  of  wood  and  iron  combined,  for  sea  or  river  service,  to  be 
of  not  leas  than  ten  nor  over  siiteen  feet  draught  of  water ;  to  carry  an  arma- 
ment of  from  eighty  to  one  hnndred  and  twenty  tons  weight,  with  provisions 
and  stores  for  from  one  hnndred  and  sixty-five  to  three  hnndred  pereons,  accord- 
ing to  armament,  for  siztT  days,  with  coal  for  eight  days.  The  smaller  draught 
of  water,  compatible  wiln  other  requisitos,  will  be  preferred.  The  vessel  to  he 
rigged  with  two  masts,  with  wire-rope  standing  ri^^ng,  to  navigate  at  scft. 

A  general  description  and  drawings  of  the  veeeel,  armor,  and  machinery.  Bach 
as  the  work  con  be  executed  from,  will  be  required. 

The  offer  must  state  the  cost  and  the  time  for  compledng  the  whole,  exclnsive 
of  armament  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  the  rate  of  epeed  proposed,  and  most  be 
accompanied  by  a  gnarantee  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  contact,  if  awarded. 

Persona  who  intend  to  offer  are  requested  to  inform  the  deportment  of  their 
intention  before  the  15th  August,  instant,  and  to  bave  their  propositions  pie- 
aeuted  within  twenty-five  days  from  this  date. 

August  7,  1861. 


Offer  convening  a  hoard  to  examine  plant  Jar  the  comtmctifm  of  iron-dad 
ve$»tU. 

Navy  Dspabtmbnt,  Amgntt  8,  1861. 

Sir;  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Angnst  3,  1861,  directs 
"that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed 
to  appoint  a  board  of  three  skilful  naval  officers  to  investigate  the  plana  and 
specifications  that  may  be  submitted  for  the  construction  or  completing  of  iron 
or  steel-clad  steamships,  or  steam  batleriee,  and  on  their  report,  should  it  be 
favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause  one  or  more  armored,  or  iron 
or  steel-clad  steamships,  or  floating  steam  batteries,  to  be  built;  and  there  is 
hereby  appropriated,  ont  of  any  money  in  the  treasuiy  not  otherwiee  appro- 
priate, the  sum  of  one  mQlion  five  bandred  thousand  doUats;"  and  the  depart- 
ment hereby  appoints  you  the  senior  officer  of  the  board  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going enactment,  with  Commodore  Hiram  Paolding  and  Commander  Charles  H. 
I)avis  as  your  associates. 

The  board  will  convene  at  the  Navy  Department  as  early  as  practicable,  and 
will  make  a  written  report  of  the  result  of  its  investigations  of  the  nubject 
embraced  in  the  law  before  quoted. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Commodore  Joebfh  Smith, 

Uniud  State*  A'opy,  Watkington,  D.  C.  M,LnOOgk 


ABHOBED  VESSELS. 


Ripert  o/hoard  to  examine  plant  of  iron-dad  tuteU,  under  act  ofAugmt  3, 1801. 

Navy  Depastmbnt, 
BureoK  of  Yardt  and  Dock*.  Srptember  16,  1861. 
Sis:  The  andersignpd,  constilutUig  a  board  appointed  \j  joxa  order  of  the 
8th  Qltima,  proceeds  to  tbe  doty  ueigned  to  them,  ia  accordance  with  the  first 
Kction  of  an  act  of  Gongreae,  approved  3d  of  An^at,  1861,  directing  the 
Swrelary  of  the  Navy  "to  appoint  a  board  of  three  ekilfiil  aaral  officers  to  in- 
Teetigate  the  plana  and  apecificationa  that  may  be  auhroitted  for  the  coDstniction 
or  completing  of  iron-clad  ateamehipa  or  steam  batteries,  and  on  tbeir  report, 
tbonldube  favorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  cause  one  or  more  armored 
or  iron  or  ateel-clad  ateamship  or  Uoatiug  steam  batteriee  to  be  built;  and  there 
is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  tbe  treaenry  not  otherwise  appro- 
pristed,  the  anm  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  doUan." 

Dietnistful  of  onr  ability  to  discharge  this  duty,  which  tbe  law  requires  should 
be  petfonoed  by  three  skilful  naval  officers,  we  approach  the  subject  with  diffi- 
deD(«,  having  no  experience  and  but  scanty  knowledge  in  this  branch  of  naval 
iTchitectore. 

The  plans  submitted  are  ho  various,  and  in  many  reepects  so  entirely  dis- 
timilar,  that  without  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  this  mode  of  construction 
uid  the  resisting  properties  of  iron  than  we  poBsesB,  it  is  very  likely  that  some 
of  our  concluaions  may  prove  erroneous. 

Application  was  made  to  the  department  for  a  naval  conatractor,  to  be  placed  , 
nnder  our  orders,  with  whom  we  might  consult;  but  it  appears  that  they  are  all 
M  employed  on  important  service  that  none  could  be  assigned  to  this  duty. 

Tbe  construction  of  iron-clad  steamships  of  war  is  now  setdously  claiming  the 
ittenlion  of  foreign  naval  powers.  France  led  off;  England  followed,  and  is 
DOW  somewhat  extensively  engaged  in  the  system;  and  other  powers  aeem  to 
emBlnte  their  example,  though  on  a  smaller  scale. 

Opinions  differ  amongst  uaval  and  scientific  men  as  to  the  policy  of  adopting 
Ibe  iron  armature  for  ships-of  war.  For  coast  and  harbor  defence  they  are  un- 
doubtedly formidable  adjuncts  to  fortificationa  on  land.  As  cruising  vessels, 
bowever,  we  are  sceptical  ae  to  tbeir  advantages  and  ultimate  adoption.  But 
whilst  other  nations  are  endeavoring  to  perfect  them,  we  must  not  remain  idle. 
The  enormous  load  of  iron,  as  ao  much  additional  weight  to  the  vesael;  the 
great  breadth  of  beam  necessary  to  give  her  atability;  the  short  supply  of  coal 
die  will  be  able  to  stow  in  bunkera;  the  greater  power  ri^quired  to  propel  her; 
and  the  largely  increased  cost  of  conetruction,  are  objections  to  this  class  of 
vessels  as  cruisers  which  we  believe  it  ia  difficult  succeeafully  to  overcome.  For 
river  and  harbor  service  we  consider  iron-clad  vessels  of  light  draught,  or  float- 
ing batteries  tbns  shielded,  as  very  important;  and  we  feel  at  this  moment  tbe 
necessity  of  them  on  some  of  our  rivers  and  inlets  to  enforce  obedience  to  tbe 
laws.  We,  however,  do  not  hesitate  to  expreaa  tbe  opinion,  notwithstanding  all 
we  have  beaid  or  seen  written  on  tbe  auhject,  that  no  ship  or  floating  battery, 
however  heavily  she  may  be  plated,  can  cope  aucceasfully  with  a  properly  con- 
»mcted  fortiGcation  of  masonry.  The  one  ia  fixed  and  immovable,  and  though 
conatmcted  of  a  material  which  may  be  shattered  by  shot,  can  be  covered,  if 
need  be,  by  tbe  same  or  much  heavier  armor  than  a  floating  vesael  can  beat, 
whibt  the  other  ia  subject  to  disturbances  by  winds  and  waves,  and  to  the  pow- 
nfiil  effects  of  tides  and  currents. 

Armored  ahipa  or  batteries  may  be  employed  advantfweonaly  to  pass  fortifica- 
tiona on  land  for  ulterior  objects  of  attack,  to  run  a  blockade,  or  to  reduce  tem- 
porary batteries  on  the  ahorea  of  rivers  and  the  approachea  to  our  barbora. 

From  what  we  know  of  tlie  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
(hips  coDStmcted  of  wood  over  those  of  iron,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  no . 
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iroQ-cl&d  vePHel  of  eqnal  displacement  can  be  m&de  to  obtain  tbe  ume  speed  u 
one  not  thus  encamoered,  because  ber  form  would  be  better  adapted  to  iip«ed. 
Her  form  and  dimeneionB,  tbe  unyielding  nature  of  tbe  ebield,  detract  mAterially 
in  a  faeary  sea  from  the  life,  buoyancy,  and  apriDg  which  a  ship  built  of  wood 
poBsesseB. 

Wooden  ahipa  may  be  said  to  be  but  coffins  for  tbeir  crews  wben  brought  in 
conflict  with  iron-clad  vessels ;  but  the  speed  of  the  former,  we  take  for  granted, 
being  greater  than  that  of  the  latter,  they  can  readily  choose  their  position,  and 
keep  out  of  harm's  way  entirely. 

Becent  improvements  in  the  form  and  preparation  of  projectiles,  and  their  in- 
creased capacity  for  destruction,  have  elicited  a  large  amount  of  ingenuity  and 
skill  to  devise  means  for  resisting  them  in  their  construction  of  ships-of-war. 
Ae  yet  we  know  of  nothing  superior  to  the  large  and  heavy  spherical  shot  in  its 
destractivo  effects  on  vessels,  whether  plated  or  not. 

Rifled  guns  have  greater  range,  but  the  conical  shot  does  not  produce  tbe 
enuhing  effect  of  spherical  shot 

It  is  assumed  that  4}-inch  plates  arc  tbe  heaviest  armor  a  sea-going  vessel 
can  safely  carry.  These  plates  should  be  of  tough  iron,  and  roHed  in  large, 
long  piecee.  This  thickness  of  armor,  it  is  believed,  will  resist  all  projectiles 
now  in  general  use  at  a  distance  of  500  yards,  especially  if  the  ship's  sides  are 

Plates  hammered  in  large  masses  ore  less  fibrous  and  tough  than  when  rolled. 
The  question  whether  wooden  backing,  or  any  clastic  substance  behind  the  iron 
•  plating,  will  tend  to  relieve  at  all  the  frame  of  the  ships  from  the  crushing  effect 
of  a  heavy  projectile,  is  not  yet  decided.  Major  Baraard  says,  "to  put  an 
elastic  material  behind  the  iron  is  to  insure  its  destruction."  With  all  deference 
to  such  creditable  authority,  we  may  suggest  that  it  is  possible  a  backing  of 
sume  elastic  substance  (soft  wood,  perhaps,  is  tbe  best)  might  relieve  the  frame 
of  the  ship  somewhat  from  the  terrible  shock  of  a  heavy  projectile,  though  the 
plate  should  not  be  fractured. 

With  respect  to  a  comparison  between  sbips  of  iron  and  those  of  wood,  with- 
out plating,  high  authorities  in  Kngland  differ  as  to  which  is  the  best  The 
tops  of  ships  Duilt  of  iron,  we  are  told,  wear  out  three  bottoms;  whilst  tbe 
bottoms  of  those  built  of  wood  will  outwear  three  tops.  In  deciding  upon  the 
relative  merits  of  iron  and  wooden-framed  vessels,  for  each  of  which  we  have 
offers,  the  board  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  well  to  try  a  specimen  of  each, 
as  both  have  distinguished  advocates.  One  strong  objection  to  iron  vessels, 
which,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  not  yet  been  overcome,  is  the  oxidation  or  rust  in 
salt  water,  and  their  liability  of  becoming  foul  under  water  by  the  attachment 
of  eca  grass  and  animalcules  to  their  bottoms.  The  beet  preventive  we  know 
of  is  a.  coating  of  pure  linc  paint,  which,  so  long  as  it  lasts,  is  believed  to  be  an 
antidote  to  this  cause  of  evil. 

Afler  these  brief  remarks  on  the  subject  generally,  we  proceed  to  notice  the 
plans  and  offers  referred  to  us  for  tbe  construction  of  plated  vessels  and  floating 
batteries. 

It  lias  been  suggested  that  the  most  ready  mode  of  obtaining  an  iron-clad 
ehip-of-war  would  t>e  to  contract  with  responsible  parties  in  England  for  its  com- 
plete construction ;  and  we  are  assured  that  parties  there  are  ready  to  engagv  in 
such  an  enterprise  on  terms  more  reasonable,  perhaps,  than  such  vessels  conld 
be  built  in  this  country,  having  much  greater  experience  and  facilities  than  we 
possess.  Indeed,  we  are  infijrmed  there  are  no  mills  and  machinery  in  this 
country  capable  of  rolling  iron  4^  inches  thick,  though  platen  might  be  ham- 
mered to  that  thickness  in  many  of  our  workshops.  As  before  observed,  rolU-d 
iron  is  considered  much  the  best,  and  the  difficulty  of  rolling  it  increases  rapidly 
with  the  increase  of  thickness.  It  has,  however,  occurred  to  us  that  a  difficiiliy 
might  arise  with  tbe  British  government,  iti  case  we  should  undertake  to  cott- 
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Unicl  ihipB-of-var  in  thnt  cnnntry,  which  might  complicste  their  delivery;  and, 
moreover,  we  >ie  of  opiDion  that  every  penple  or  nation  who  can  maintain  a 
Dtvy  ghonld  be  capable  of  conetructing  it  them«elTes. 

Our  immediate  demnnde  seeni  to  reqnire,  first,  so  far  as  practicable,  vcesela 
iovdlnerable  to  shot,  of  light  draught  of  water,  to  penetrate  our  ebool  harbors, 
nvm,  and  bayous.  Wc,  therefore,  favor  the  construction  of  this  claaa  of  vessels 
before  going  into  a  more  perfect  eystem  of  large  iron-«lad  sea-going  vessels  of 
vir.  We  are  here  met  with  the  difficulty  of  encumbering  small  vessels  with 
armor,  which,  from  their  size,  they  are  unable  to  bear.  We,  nevertheless,  recom- 
mend that  contracts  he  made  with  responsible  parties  for  the  construction  of  one 
or  more  iron-clad  vessels  or  batteries  of  as  light  a  draught  of  water  as  practicable 
consistent  with  their  weight  of  armor.  Meanwhile,  availing  of  the  experience 
ttins  obtained,  and  the  improvements  which  we  believe  are  yet  to  be  made  by 
otbcr  naval  powers  in  building  tron-clad  ships,  we  would  advise  the  construction, 
io  DDT  own  dock-yards,  of  one  or  more  of  these  vessels  upon  a  large  and  more 
perfect  scale,  when  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  authorize  it.  The  amount  now  ap- 
propriated is  not  sufficient  to  build  both  claSBes  of  veeeela  lo  any  great  extent. 

We  have  made  a  synopsis  of  the  propositions  and  specifications  enbmilted, 
vhich  we  annex,  and  now  proceed  to  state,  in  hricC  the  result  of  our  decisions 
upon  the  oficra  presented  to  us. 

/.  Eriaton,  Xeio  York,  page  19. — This  plan  of  a  floating  battery  is  novd, 
bnt  seems  to  be  based  upon  a  plan  which  will  render  the  Lattery  shot  and  shell 
proof.  We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  her  properties  for  sea  are  not  such 
V  a  sea-going  vessel  should  possess.  But  she  may  be  moved  from  one  place  to 
another  on  the  coast  in  smooth  water.  We  recommend  that  an  experiment  be 
nude  with  one  battery  of  this  description  on  the  terms  proposed,  with  a  guaran- 
tee and  forfeiture  in  case  of  failure  in  any  of  the  properties  and  points  of  the 
vetsel  as  proposed. 

Price,  S275,000;  length  of  vessel,  172  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  41  feet;  depth 
of  hold,  11 J  feet;  time,  100  days;  draught  of  water,  10  feet;  displacement,  l,2Sa 
tons;  speed  per  hour,  nine  statute  miles. 

Join  W.  A'yatrom,  PMlade'jihia,  1216  CheHnut  itreet,  page  1.— The  plan  of 
(qnidmple)  gans  is  not  known,  and  cannot  he  considered.  The  dimensions 
would  bot  float  the  vessel  without  the  guards,  which  we  are  not  satisfied  would 
repel  shot.     We  do  not  recommend  tlie  plan. 

Price,  about  Jil75,000;  length  of  vessel,  175  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  27  feet; 
depth  of  hold,  13  feet ;  time,  four  months ;  draught  of  water,  10  feet ;  didplace- 
ment,  875  tons  ;  speed  per  hour,  13  knoU. 

tViUiam  Ferine,  New  Yoi  k,  2777  pott  offiee  box,  presenU  three  plans.  The 
epeeilications  and  drawings  are  not  full.  The  last  proposal  (No.  3,  page  3)  for 
the  heavy  plating  is  the  only  one  we  have  considered ;  but  there  is  neither 
drawing  nor  model,  and  the  capacity  of  the  vessel,  we  think,  will  not  bear  the 
innor  and  armament  proposed. 

Price,  S62I,000;  length  of  vessel,  235  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  45^  feet;  depth 
of  hold,  15^  feet;  time,  9  months;  draught  of  water,  13  feet;  displacement,  2,4o4 
tons;  speed  per  hour,  10  knots. 

■Alia  C  Le  Ferre,  Bo*toH,page  9. — Description  deficient.  Not  reccpmmcnded. 
Sent  a  model,  but  neither  price,  time,  nor  dimensions  stated. 

B.  S.  IUnu>ir.k,  New  Yurk,  335  Broadway,  presents  drawings,  specification, 
and  model  of  an  iron-clad  vessel  of  large  capacity  and  powerful  engines,  with 
great  speed,  capable  of  carrying  a  heavy  battery,  and  stated  to  be  shot-proof 
and  a  good  sea-boat.  The  form  and  manner  of  construction  and  proportions  of 
this  vessel  are  novel,  and  will  attract  the  attention  of  scientific  and  practical 
mt-n.  She  is  of  very  light  draught  of  water,  and  on  the  question  whether  she 
•il!  prove  to  be  a  safe  and  comfortable  sea-boat  we  do  not  express  a  decided 
opbion.     Vessels  of  somewhat  simitar  form,  in  that  part  of  vessel  which  iaii^f 
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mened,  of  ligbt  dranght  of  Tater  on  oni-  west*™  lakea,  bare,  we  believe, 
proved  entirely  aatisfoctory  in  all  weathera.  To  counteract  the  effect  of  the 
waves,  when  disturbed  by  tbe  winds,  by  podncing  a  jerk,  or  indden  tolling 
motion  of  flat,  elioal  veeaclB,  it  \a  proposed  to  carry  a  snfficient  weight  shore 
tbe  centre  of  gravity  to  connterpoise  tne  heavy  weight  below,  which  is  done  ia 
this  ship  by  the  immense  iron  armor.  If,  after  a  full  discussion  and  examina- 
tion by  experts  on  this  plan,  it  shontd  be  decided  that  she  is  a  safe  vessel  for 
sea  service,  we  would  recommend  tbe  construction  npon  it  of  one  ihip  at  ooe  of 
oar  dock -yards. 

The  estimate  cost  of  this  ship,  SI, 500,000,  preclndes  action  upon  tbe  plan 
until  fiirther  appropriations  aball  be  made  by  Congress  for  snch  objects. 

Time  not  auted  ;  length  of  vessel,  400  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  60  feet  j  depth 
of  hold,  33  feet ;  draught  of  water,  16  feet ;  displacement,  6,520  tons;  speed  per 
hour,  at  least  IS  miles. 

WhUney  ^  Rowland,  Brooklyn,  Greenpoint,  page  13,  propose  an  iron  gun- 
boat, armor  of  bars  of  iron  and  thin  plate  over  it.  No  price  stated.  Dimen- 
sions of  vessel,  we  think,  will  not  bear  the  weight  and  possess  stability. 
Time.  6  months.     Not  reeommended. 

Length  of  vessel,  140  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  S8  feet;  depth  of  hold,  13{ 
feet ;  draught  of  water,  8  feet. 

D^-nald  Mr.Kay,  Boston,  page  16. — Vessel,  in  general  dimensions  and  annor, 
approved.  The  speed  estimated  slow.  The  cost  precludes  the  considention  of 
constractioa  by  the  board. 

Price,  Sl.000,000;  length  of  vessel,  2S7  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  50  (feel; 
depihof  hold,  aej  feet;  time,  9  to  10  months ;  draught  of  water,  14  feet;  dis- 
placement, 3,100  tons;  speed  per  hour,  fi  to  7  knots. 

William  It.  Wood,  Jertei/  City,  N.  J.,  page  14. ^Dimensions  will  not  float 
the  guns  high  enough.     Not  recommended. 

Price,  8265.000 ;  length  of  vessel,  160  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  34  feet ;  depth 
of  hold,  23  feet;  time,  4  months;  draught  of  water,  13  feet;  displacement,  l,21d 
tons ;  speed,  not  stated. 

Merrick  tf  Soni,  PMladeli  hia,  pagei  7  and  8. — Vesael  of  wood  and  iron 
combined.  This  proposition  we  consider  tbe  most  practicable  one  for  heavy 
armor.  We  recommend  that  a  contract  be  made  with  that  party,  nnder  a 
guarantee,  with  forfeiture  in  cane  of  iailure  to  comply  with  the  specifications ; 
and  that  the  contract  require  tbe  plates  to  be  15  feet  long  and  36  inches  wide, 
with  a  reservation  of  some  moditications,  which  may  occur  as  the  work  pn>- 
gresBCB,  not  to  affect  tbe  cost. 

Price,  8780,000  ;  length  of  veasel,  880  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  60  feet ;  depth 
of  hold,  23  feet;  time,  9  months;  draught  of  water,  13  feet;  disptacement,  3,296 
tons ;  speed  per  hour,  9}  knots. 

Bfujamin  RatA&Mm, .pagfSO. — W«  do  not  recommend  tbe  plan 

for  adoption. 

Price  not  stated ;  length  of  vessel  not  stated ;  breadth  of  beam,  80  feet ; 
depth  of  hold,  74  feet ;  time  not  stated ;  draught  of  water,  25  feet ;  displace- 
ment, 15,000  tons;  speed  not  stated.     Specification  incomplete. 

Henry  R.  PvnAam,  New  York,  page  11. — Vessel  too  costly  for  the  appro- 
priation ;  no  drawings  or  specifications ;  not  recommended. 

Price  91,200,000;  length  of  vessel,  32-5  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  60  feet ;  depth 
of  hold  not  stated;  time,  IS  to  18  months;  draught  of  water,  16  feet;  dis- 
placement not  stated  ;  speed  per  hour,  12  miles. 

C.  S.  BtuAnell  S  Co.,  Nets  Haren,  Conn.,  page  121,  propose  a  vessel  to  be 
iron-clad,  on  tbe  rail  and  plate  principle,  and  to  obtain  high  speed.  The  objec- 
tion to  this  vessel  is  the  fear  tliat  she  will  not  float  her  armor  and  load  sufficiently 
high,  and  have  stability  enough  for  a  sea  vessel.  With  a  guarantee  that  she 
shall  do  these,  we  recommend  on  that  basis  a  contract.      .    C_iOl.HMC 
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Price,  tZSflJiSO ;  length  of  veflael,  180  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  —  feet ;  depth 

of  bold,  ISij  ftset ;  time,  4  months ;  draoght  of  water,  10  feet ;  displacement, 

Ua*;  speed  per  honr,  IS  knots. 

JnU  We$tinood,  Cinei»itati,  Ohio,  page  17, — Veaael  of  wood,  with  iron  armor; 
pint  good  enough,  but  the  breadth  not  enough  to  bear  the  armor.  No  detailed 
ipeciJication ;  no  price  or  time  stated ;  only  a  general  drawing.  Not  recora- 
mendeil. 

A'm^e  tr  hevy,  Philaddphia,  page  S. — No  plans  or  drawings ;  therefore  not 
conridercd.     Neither  price  nor  time  stated. 

Length  of  reweL  200  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  40  feet;  depth  of  hold,  15  feet; 
dran^t  nf  water,  13  feet ;  displacement,  1,74S  tons  ;  speed  per  hour,  10  knots. 
Ifia.  Xarrit,  New  York,  S6  Cedar  itreet,page  6. — Iron  boat  without  armor. 
Too  small,  and  not  received. 

Prioe,  832,000 ;  length  of  vessel,  83  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  2iS  feet ;  depth  of 
bold,  14  feet ;  time,  60  to  75  days ;  draught  of  water,  3  feet ;  displacement,  90 
lone  [  speed  not  stated. 

Wm.  Kingiieg,  Wathingfon,  D.  C,  page  10,  proposes  a  nbher-clad  vessel, 
which  we  cannot  recommend.    No  price  or  dimension  stated. 

A.  Beebr,  Kev  York,  S2  Broadviaj/,  page  18.— Specification  and  sketch  de- 
fective.   Plan  not  approved. 

Price,  950,000 ;  length  of  veasel,  120  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  55  feet ;  depth 
not  stRled ;  time,  100  days ;  draught  of  water,  6  feet ;  dieplacemetit,  1,000  tons; 
ipwd  per  hour,  8  knots. 

Tke«e  three  propoaitions  recommended,  vis :  Bashnell  k.  Co.,  New  Haven. 
ConnecEicut ;  Uerrick  &  Sons,  Philadelphia,  and  J.  Ericsson,  New  York,  will 
tWrb  81,290,250  of  the  appropriation  of  (1,500,000,  leaving  $209,750  yet 
lUKipeaded. 

The  board  recommends  that  armor  with  heavy  guns  be  placed  on  one  of  onr 
river  craf^  or,  if  none  will  bear  it,  to  construct  a  scow,  which  will  answer  to 
pUte  and  shield  the  gnns,  for  the  river  service  on  the  Potomac,  to  be  constructed 
or  prepared  by  the  government  at  the  navy  yard  here  for  immediate  use. 

We  would  further  recommend  that  the  department  ask  of  Congress,  at  its 
neil  session,  an  appropriation  for  experimenting  on  iron  plates  of  different 
kinds,  of  $10,000. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

■JOSEPH  SMITH. 
H.  PAULDING. 
C.  H.  DAVIS. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Seerelarg  t^  tke  Navy. 


From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  (*e  Navy,  December  2, 1861. 
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To  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  Angnst  3,  1861,  pro- 
viding for  the  conetracLion  of  one  or  more  armored  ships  and  floating  batteries, 
I  appointed  Commodoreci  Joseph  Smith  and  Hiram  Paulding  and  Captain 
Charles  H.  Davis,  skilful  and  experienced  naval  officers,  to  iDvestigate  the  plans 
■nd  specifications  that  might  be  submitted.  The  subject  of  iron  armature  for 
'hips  is  one  of  great  general  interest,  not  only  to  the  navy  and  country,  but  ia 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  maritime  powers  of  the  world.  Under  the  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress,  the  department,  on  the  favoiable  report  of  the  board, 
hat  contracted  for  the  constmctioa  of  three  iron-clad  ships  of  different  modf^kj  ^^ 
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the  f^;gregBte  coat  of  which  will  be  within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation.  The 
difficulty  of  combining  the  two  qualities  of  light  draught  and  iron  armor,  both 
of  which  Hre  wanted  for  service  on  our  coast,  could  not  be  entirely  overcome; 
bnt  the  board,  in  this  new  branch  of  naval  architecture,  has,  I  think,  dieplaved 
great  practical  wisdom,  and  I  refer  to  their  very  full  and  able  report,  which  is 
appended,  for  a  more  explicit  and  detailed  exhibit  of  their  inquiries  and  con- 


From  the  report  nf  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1,  1862. 

IRON-CLAD   VB88BL8. 

The  attention  of  this  department  was  turned  to  the  subject  of  iron-clad 
veesela  immediati  \y  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  and  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  enlargement  of  the  navy.  It  was  a  subject  full  of  difficulty 
and  doubt.  Experiments  upon  a  large  scale  of  expense,  both  iu  England  and 
France,  if  not  resulting  in  absolute  failure,  had  achieved  but  a  limited  and  ques- 
tionable success.  Yet  it  was  evident  that  a  new  and  material  elemcut  in 
maritime  warfare  was  developing  itself,  and  demanded  immediate  attention. 
In  this  view  I  recommended  to  Congress,  at  its  extra  session,  on  the  4th  of 
Jaly,  1861,  the  whole  subject,  and  asked  authority  to  organize  a  commission 
for  investigation.  Thirty  days  after  this  action  on  my  part,  Congress  conferred 
the  anthority  requested,  and  appropriated  fifteen  hundred  thouiiaDd  dollars  for 
the  conatruciion  of  one  or  more  iron-ciad  vessels  upon  such  models  as  should 
receive  the  approval  of  the  department.  On  the  day  after  the  law  bad  been 
approved  the  eommiasion  was  constituted,  and  the  department  advertised  for 

Sroposale.  Of  the  various  plans  and  propositions  submitted,  three  vessels  of 
ifferent  models  were  recommended  by  the  board,  wiich  received  the  approval 
of  the  department.  Contracts  were  forthwith  made  for  constructing  the 
Monitor,  the  Galena,  and  the  Ironsides.  All  of  these  vessels  are  now  in  the 
service.  It;  was  the  intention  and  constant  effort  of  the  department  and  the 
contractors  that  the  Monitor  should  he  completed  in  the  month  of  January,  bnt 
there  was  delay  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  an  undertaking  of 
such  novelty  and  magnitude,  and  there  were  also  some  slight  defects  which 
were,  however,  promptly  remedied,  and  she  left  New  York  early  in  March, 
reaching  Hampton  Beads  on  the  night  of  the  eighth. 

Her  arrival,  though  not  as  soon  as  anticipated,  was  most  opportune  and  im- 
portant. For  some  time  the  department  had  heard  with  great  solicitude  of  the 
progress  which  the  insurgents  had  made  in  armoring  and  equipping  the  large 
war  steamer  Merrimack,  which  had  fallen  into  tlicir  hands  when  Norfolk  was 
abandoned.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  of  March  this  formidable  vessel, 
heavily  armored  and  armed,  and  fully  prepared  to  operate  both  as  a  ram  and  a 
war  steamer,  came  down  the  Elizabeth  river,  accompanied  by  several  smaller 
steamers,  two  of  them  partially  armored,  to  attack  the  vest  ela  of  the  blockading 
squadron  that  were  in  and  about  Hampton  Roads.  When  tlie  Meiiimack  and 
her  attendants  made  their  appearance,  the  Congress  and  the  Cumberland,  two 
sailing  vessels,  were  anchored  off  Newport  News,  and  the  remaining  vessels 
were  in  the  vicinity  of  Fortress  Monroe,  sumo  six  miles  distant.  The  MId* 
neaota,  the  Roanoke,  and  8t.  I^awrence  got  immediately  under  way  and 
proceeded  towards  the  scene  of  action. 

The  Congress,  being  nearest  to  the  Merrimack,  was  the  first  to  receive  her 
fire,  which  was  promptly  returned  by  a  full  broadside,  the  shots  falling  apparently 
harmlessly  off  from  the  armored  side  of  the  assailant.  Passtug  by  tne  Con- 
gress, the  Merrimack  dashed  upou  the  Cumberland,  and  was  received  by  her 
with  a  heavy,  well-directed  and  vigorous  fire,  which,  like  that  of  the  Coueress 
-produced  unfortnnately  but  little  effect.     A  contest  so  unequal  could  not  Do  <^ 
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Inig  MndntiAnce,  and  it  vaa  closed  when  the  Merrimach,  availing  henplf  of  her 
power  SB  a  steam  ram,  ran  fiirioaslj  against  the  Cumberland,  laying  open  her 
vooden  hall,  and  causing  her  almost  immediately  to  sink.  As  her  gnus  ap- 
proacbed  the  water's  edge,  her  young  commander,  Lieutenant  Uorris,  and  the 
gillaat  crew  stood  firm  at  their  posU,  delivered  a  rarting  fire,  and  the  good 
ehip  went  down  heroically,  with  her  colore  fiying>  Having  thus  destroyed  the 
Cmnberluid,  the  Herrimack  turned  again  npou  the  GoDgress,  which  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  been  engaged  with  the  Bmaller  reoel  steamers,  and  af^r  a  heavy  loss, 
in  order  to  guard  against  ench  a  fate  as  that  which  had  befallen  the  Cumberland, 
bad  been  run  agronud.  llie  Kerrimack  now  selected  a  raking  position  astern 
of  the  Congress,  while  one  of  the  smaller  steamere  poured  in  a  constant  fire  on 
lier  slarboard  qnaiter.  Two  other  steamers  of  the  enemy  aUo  approached  from 
Jimes  river,  firing  npon  the  unfortunate  frigate  with  precision  and  severe  effect. 
The  gans  of  the  Congress  were  almost  entirely  disabled,  and  her  gallant  com- 
nunding  officer.  Lieutenant  Joseph  B.  Smith,  had  fallen  at  his  post.  Her  decks 
were  strewn  with  the  dead  and  dying;  the  ship  was  on  fire  in  several  places, 
ind  not  a  gun  could  be  brought  to  hear  upon  Uie  assailants.  In  this  Btat«  of 
things,  and  with  no  efiectnal  relief  at  hand,  the  senior  sorviving  o£Bcer,  Licn- 
lenant  Fendeig;nut,  ieli  it  his  duty  to  aave  further  useless  destruction  of  life  by 
lunliag  down  his  colors.  This  was  done  about  four  o'clock  p.  m.  The  Con- 
pita  continued  to  bum  till  about  eight  in  the  evening,  and  then  blew  up. 

From  the  Congress  the  Merrimack  turned  her  attention  to  the  remaining 
Te»$eU  of  the  squadron.  The  Roanoke  had  grounded  on  her  way  to  the  scene 
of  the  conflict;  and  although  she  succeeded  in  getting  off,  her  condition  was 
inch — her  propeller  being  useless — that  she  took  no  part  in  the  actjon.  The 
St.  Lawrence  also  grounded  near  the  Minnesota,  and  had  a  short  engagement 
with  the  Merrimack,  but  suffered  no  serious  injury,  and,  on  getting  afloat,  was 
ordirred  back  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

The  Minnesota,  wbich  had  also  got  aground  in  the  shallow  waters  of  the 
chsmwl,  became  the  special  object  of  attack,  and  tha  Merrimack,  with  the 
VorktowQ  and  Jamestown,  bore  down  upon  her.  The  Merrimack  drew  too 
■nnch  water  to  approach  very  near;  her  fire  was  not  therefore  particularly 
effective.  The  other  steamers  selected  their  position,  fired  with  mncli  accuracy, 
lad  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  Mioneaota.  She  soon,  however,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  gun  to  bear  on  the  two  Bmaller  steamers,  and  drove  them 
iwav— one,  apparenUy,  in  a  crippled  condition.  Abont  seven  p.  m.  the  Merri- 
mack also  hauled  off,  and  the  three  stood  towards  Norfolk. 

All  efforta  to  get  the  Minnesota  afloat  during  the  night,  and  into  a  safe  posi< 
tion,  were  totally  unavailing.  The  morning  was  looked  for  with  deep  anzietr, 
u  it  would,  in  all  probability,  bring  a  renewed  attack  from  the  tbrmidable 
•Hailant.  At  this  critical  and  anxious  moment  the  Monitor,  one  of  the  newly 
finished  armored  vessels,  came  into  Hampton  Roads,  from  New  York,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  John  L.  Worden,  and  a  little  after  midnight  anchored 
sIoDgside  the  Minnesota.  At  six  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  Merrimack,  as 
■Dticipated,  again  made  her  appearance  and  opened  her  fire  upon  the  Minnesota. 
Promptly  obeying  the  signal  to  attack,  the  Monitor  ran  down  past  the  Min- 
nesola  and  laid  herself  close  alongside  the  Merrimack,  between  that  formidable 
vegsel  and  the  Minnesota.  The  fierce  conflict  betweea  these  two  iron-clads 
lasted  for  several  hours.  It  was,  in  appearance,  an  unequal  conflict ;  for  the 
Merrimack  was  a  large  and  noble  structure,  and  the  Monitor  was,  in  comparison, 
almost  diminutive.  But  the  Monitor  was  strong  in  her  armor,  in  the  ingenious 
novelty  of  her  omstmction,  in  the  large  calibre  of  her  two  guns,  and  the  valor 
■ad  skill  with  which  she  was  handled.  After  several  boura'  fighting  the  Merri- 
■nack  found  herself  ovennatched,  and,  leaving  the  Monitor,  sought  to  renew  the 
■tfadi  on  the  Minnesota;  but  the  Monitor  again  placed  herself  between  the  two 
▼esKle,  and  re-opened  her  fire  upon  her  adversary.     At  noon  the  Merrimack, 
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serionily  dama^d,  abandoned  the  contest,  and,  with  her  companions,  retreated 
towards  Norfolk.  ■> 

Thne  terminated  the  moat  rema^able  naral  combat  of  modem  times,  perhaps 
of  any  age.  The  fierceflt  and  most  fonnidable  naval  assanlt  npon  the  power  of 
the  Union  which  has  ever  been  made  by  the  insnrgents  was  heroically  repelled, 
and  a  new  era  was  opened  in  the  history  of  maritime  warfare. 

Before  the  occurrence  of  these  eveots,  entertaiaine  a  conviction  that  at  leiast 
one  of  the  models  of  iron-clsd  vessels — that  of  the  Monitor,  an  original  inven- 
tion of  John  Ericsson,  of  New  York — wonld  prove  a  successful  experiment, 
and  that  it  was  particularly  adapted  to  our  harbor  and  coast  defence,  and  ser- 
vice on  the  shallow  waters  of  our  seabord,  I  estimated,  in  my  annual  report, 
last  December,  for  the  immediate  conatmction  of  twenty  iron-clad  steamers. 
The  House  of  Bepres<'ntativea  promptly  responded  to  this  recommendation, 
and  passed  a  bill  "authorising  and  empowering  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
caase  to  be  constmctod,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the 
public  interest,  not  exceeding  twenty-one  tron-clad  steam  gunboats."  The 
Senate  delayed  action  on  this  bill  until  Febnuuy,  when,  foreseeing  that  the 
country  woatd  suffer  from  longer  inaction,  I  addressed  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  and  the  result  was  the  imme- 
diate  passage  of  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  House  in  December. 

At  the  earliest  practicable  moment  after  the  enactment  of  this  law  the  de* 
partment  commenced  entering  into  contracts  for  the  construction  of  armored 
vessels,  most  of  them  on  the  plan  of  the  Monitor. 

The  Galena,  a  less  formidable  veesel,  was  for  some  time  under  fire  from 
plunging  shot  at  Drury's  Blnfi*,  on  James  river.  Ae  yet  the  Ironsides,  recently 
completed,  has  not  been  tested  in  action,  but  it  is  oelievcd  she  will  prove  a 
formidable  fighting  vessel.  That  we  might  be  prepared  for  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies, it  was  deemed  advisable  to  put  armature  on  one  of  our  steam  frigates, 
and  the  Roanoke  was  selected  for  that  purpose. 

Whatever  success  may  attend  the  large  and  costly  armored  ships  of  the 
Warrior  class,  which  are  being  constructed  by  some  of  the  maritime  powers  o( 
Europe  cruising  in  deep  waters,  they  can  scarcely  cause  alarm  here,  for  we 
have  within  the  United  States  few  harbors  that  are  accessible  to  them,  and  for 
those  few  the  government  can  always  be  prepared  whenever  a  foreign  war  is 
imminent.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable,  however,  that  we  should  have  a  few 
large-sized  armed  cruisers,  of  great  speed,  for  ocean  service,  as  well  as  of  the 
class  of  smaller  vessels  for  coastwise  and  defensive  operations. 

In  the  constmction  of  iron-clads  of  the  Monitor  class,  the  nautical  qualities 
of  the  vessel  have  not  been  the  governing  object, for  with  light  dranght  and  heavy 
armament,  high  speed  is  not  attainable.  But  they  are  adapted  to  the  shallow 
waters  of  our  coast  and  harbors,  few  of  which  are  accessible  to  vessels  of  great 
magnitude.  While  the  larger  armored  vessels,  with  their  heavy  armament, 
cannot  nearly  approach  our  shores,  those  of  the  Monitor  class  can  penetrate 
even  the  inner  waters,  rivers,  harbors,  and  bayous  of  our  extended  douUe  coast. 


From  the  rtp<xrt  ofiht  Stcretary  oftht  Navy,  December  7,  1863. 
In  the  responsible  task  of  applying  to  naval  vessels  and  naval  armament  the 
principles  which  modem  invention  and  improvement  have  developed,  the  de- 
partment has  been  compelled  to  pursue  a  path  hitherto,  to  a  great  extent,  anex- 
plored.  The  Monitor  class  of  armored  ships,  with  revolvmg  turr<ts  and  few 
guns  of  heavy  calibre,  has  proved  itself  to  be  well  adapted  for  harbor  defence 
and  coast  service,  and  in  some  emergencies  these  vessels,  from  their  Kreat 
powers  of  endurance,  have  shown  themselves  to  be  efficient  and  aerviceablc  in 
offensive  operations.  This  form  anil  description  of  veascl,  which  original^  in 
the  inventive  genius  of  Oaptain  John  Ericsson,  will  perform  not  only  all  tliat 
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■bonld  be  expected  of  them  to  make  onr  btu-bon  secure,  but,  when  of  enlarged 
ctpacity,  may  eoperaede  ships  of  higher  prcteneions.  To  mMUtain  onr  rightful 
maritime  poBition.  and  for  predominiuici!  npon  the  ocean,  vessels  of  greater  eize 
than  anj  turreted  vessel  yet  completed  may  be  essential.  Not  only  mnst  they 
cany  gans  of  a  bearier  calibre  than  have  heretofore  been  used  at  sea,  but  in 
Older  to  make  long  cmiKs,  and  to  cope  sacceBsfully  with  anr  force,  these  res- 
tds  must  have  dl  poa«tble  strength,  endnrance,  and  speed.  Their  structnie 
mutt,  therefore,  afibid  space  enough  for  full  sailing  power,  and  for  the  most 
powerful  steam  machinery,  and  the  large  anppliea  of  ftiel  needftil  to  keep  it  at 
work.  Being,  anlike  the  other  great  maritime  nations,  without  distant  colonies, 
where  coal  depots  can  be  established  on  the  shore  of  almost  every  sea,  we  mnst 
conform  to  the  necessities  of  our  condition,  and  bnild  ships  with  capacity 
enoneb  to  take  on  board  fuel  sufficient  for  a  long  cruise.  The  space  for  oth^ 
Bnpplies,  for  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  officers  and  crews, 
shoidd  also  be  ample,  and.  in  addition  to  this,  each  of  these  vessels  must,  in 
order  to  accomplish  its  work,  present  in  its  construction,  armor,  armament  and 
pnpoUion,  all  the  power  that  the  resources  of  modem  invention  and  mechanical 
science  and  art  can  Aimish  for  attack,  r^istance,  and  pursuit.  A  vessel  of 
this  description  mnst,  of  course,  cost  a  large  price.  But  ttien  a  wise  statesman- 
ship will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  the  possession  of  even  a  very  fewsnch  nncon* 
qtiPrablc  ships  must,  while  vastly  augmenting  the  force  and  renown  of  onr 
uvy,  sSiird  us,  at  the  same  time,  an  ineitiniable  guarantee  of  peace  with  for- 
*ign  nations ;  iior,  in  counting  the  cost  of  sncb  floating  structures,  can  we  for 
gel  that,  large  as  that  cost  may  be,  it  yet  sinks  into  insignificance  in  contrast 
with  the  expenditnres  and  sacrifices  of  a  single  year,  or  even  a  month  of  for- 
eign war. 

The  Birength  and  darability  of  wooden  vessels  are  in  some  respects  inferior 
to  those  made  of  iron,  and  consequently  they  are  less  capable  of  sustaining  the 
ataviest  armament,  and  when  they  are  plated  with  iron  the  disparity  is  in- 
trcastd.  Consequently  large  ships-of-war,  by  which  maritime  supremacy  is  to 
be  achieved  and  maintained,  will,  in  all  probability,  be  ultimately  constmcted 
chiefly  of  iron.  The  comparative  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  iron  and 
wood  as  die  material  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  vessels  are  obvious  and 
practical.  Among  tbe  considerations  in  favor  of  iron-clad  vessels  with  hulls  of 
▼ood  are  tbe  rapidity  with  which  they  can  be  built,  the  abundance  of  material 
on  our  whole  coast,  and  the  facility  with  which  workmen  can  be  procured. 
Sach  vessels,  moreover,  can  be  coppered,  and  thereby  retain  their  speed  for  a 
longer  period.  They  will  be  less  afl(^cted  by  a  solid  shot  below  tbe  armature 
or  plating,  and  tbe  fracture  made  by  the  shot  can  be  more  easily  mended.  The 
diudvantagcs  of  wooden  vessels  are  want  of  strength,  as  compared  with  those 
of  iron  stmcture,  and  the  more  rapid  decay  of  the  material,  particularly  when 
coTcred  with  iron  plating ;  the  action  of  the  immersed  iron  armor  on  the  copper 
eheathing  near  it,  causing  the  copper  to  become  foul  and  the  immersed  armor 
plates  to  waste  ;  the  difiicidty  of  keeping  the  resseb  tight  under  the  armor 
plates,  and  the  probably  greater  damage  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  shells. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  greater  strength  of  iron  permits  the  construction  of 
ships  of  greater  siee  and  finer  lines  ;  and  having  greater  internal  capacity,  they 
CUD  be  at  any  time  inspected  in  all  their  parts,  are  safe  from  fire,  and  are 
better  protected  from  great  leaks,  as  they  can  have  water-tight  compartments  ; 
dieiT  repairs  can  generally  be  more  easily  made,  and,  from  their  great  durability, 
tbt^y  are  probably  in  the  end  not  more  costly.  An  iron  vessel,  moreover,  can 
be  taken  from  the  water  and  placed  on  land  for  preservation,  which  cannot  be 
■lone  with  wooden  vessels.  The  disadvantages  of  iron  vessels  are  the  Serious 
local  wcaknebS  of  the  thin  plates  composing  tbe  bottom  of  an  iron  ship ;  the 
■langer  tliat  would  result  from  getting  on  rocks  or  submerged  obstructions ; 
their  hability  to  rapidly  become  foul  in  salt  water,  whereby  their  speed  becomes 
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greatly  impaired,  thae  requiring  to  be  frequently  docked  for  cleiuiiD^ ;  tbe 
great  danger  from  a  shot  Btriking  below  tbe  armor  plating  as  thvy  roll ;  tbe 
injury  caused  by  the  eplintere  of  iron  when  tbe  plates  are  broken  or  imaahed 
by  sbot;  tbe  corrosion  inside  from  bilge-water;  the  difficulty  in  making 
temporary  repairs  of  shot  holes ;  and  tbe  limited  number  of  artisans  yet  to  be 
procured  having  skill  in  this  description  of  employment  It  should  also  be 
borne  ia  mind  that,  while  we  have  several  navy  yards  for  building  wooden 
vessels,  the  government  possesses  not  a  single  yard  and  eetablisbment  for  con- 
structing those  of  iron,  nor  even  for  making  plates  and  ebafting. 

While  the  principal  attention  of  the  department  has,  in  this  crisis  n{  oar 
afiairs,  been  necessarily  given  to  present  and  more  pressing  necessities,  it  has, 
nerertheleas,  kept  in  view  tbe  important  end  of  eetablishiug  our  naval  power 
on  a  permanent  boBis.  Proposals  were  issued  for  an  iron-clad  ship  of  the 
largest  class,  (under  the  authority  contained  in  the  appropriation  bills,)  bat 
the  cost,  as  sbown  by  the  propositions  received  for  a  ship  of  tbe  necessaiy 
magnitude,  was  so  great  that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  enter  into  no  contract 
involving  so  large  an  expenditure,  except  by  the  express  sanction  of  Congress. 

In  order,  however,  that  justice  should,  in  some  degree,  be  done  to  the  naval 
branch  of  tbe  public  service,  and  that  it  might  be  able  to  sustain  its  rightfnl 
position  upon  the  ocean  in  the  event  of  a  foreign  war,  the  parties  competing 
for  the  l^;e  steamers  were  invited  to  make  proposals  for  one  of  about  h^ 
the  proposed  tonnage.  One  offer  made  under  this  invitation,  at  tbe  most 
reasonable  rate  that  could  be  obtained,  and  which  it  was  deemed  tbe  interest  of 
tbe  government  not  to  exceed,  was,  with  some  modifications,  accepted. 

There  are  no  parties  in  this  country  fully  prepared  to  build  iron  vessels 
of  tbe  magnitude  and  description  proposed,  and  the  present  bigb  prices  of 
material  and  Ubor  unavoidably  enhance  the  cost.  Tbe  government  itself  is 
unprepared  to  execute  any  such  work,  having  no  auitable  yard  Hud  establish- 
ment, and  is  consequently  wholly  in  the  hands  of  private  partie»i,  to  demand 
what  they  think  proper,  and  prescribe  tbeir  own  terms.  On  former  and  re- 
peated occasions,  and  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  department  has  fully  ei- 
Kessed  its  opinion  of  this  policy  and  the  necessity  why  the  government  should 
prepared  to  build  iron  vessels,  and  tbe  necessary  machinery,  of  the  largest 


Ericttoit'*  inceptio*  of  Monitor  vttteU, 

New  York,  June  £S,  1862. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  plans  and  specifications 
of  an  impregnable  battery  and  revolving  cupola  constructed  by  me  and  presented 
to  bis  Majesty  Emperor  Napoleon  III  in  the  year  1854. 

Several  members  of  the  English  government  and  prominent  membeta  of 
Parliament  have  recently  stated  in  Parliament  that  tbe  revolving  cupola  is  tbe 
invention  of  Captain  Cowper  Coles,  Royal  Navy.  These  gentlemen  base  on 
this  supposed  fact  a  claim  that  the  principle  upon  which  the  United  States 
gunboat  Monitor  is  constmctcd  emanates  from  an  English  officer. 

Public  documents  show  that  in  tbe  year  1855  Captain  Coles  proposed  to  the 
admiralty  a  "  raft,"  with  a  ital.ionari/  shield  for  protecting  the  guns,  and  that 
shortly  after  Captain  Coles  obtained  the  assistance  of  persons  in  the  office  of 
the  celebrated  engineer,  E.  K.  Brunei,  to  make  plans  of  aud  raft.  Published 
statements  further  show  that  Captain  Coles,  in  1859,  proposed  a  revolving 
cupola.  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  December,  1860,  contains  an  engraving  of 
this  revolving  cupola,  with  the  mechanism  for  turning  it  by  hand. 

I  need  not  point  out  the  groondlessuess  of  the  claim  set  up  by  tbe  English 
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gavemment  that  Captain  Coles  is  tlie  inventor  of  the  revolvins  cupola  which 
forms  eo  important  a  feature  of  the  Btnictura  of  the  United  StKtea  gunboat 
Hoaitor. 

I  reepectfullf  stt^^est  that  you  order  the  endoeed  docnmente  to  be  kept  on 
record  in  your  deputment  ai  a  reference  in  future. 
I  am,  BIT,  respectfuUr.  your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  ERICSSON. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secrtlary  of  the  Nttty,  WaMngttm,  D.  C 


The  fbllowioe  is  an  extract  of  a  communication  (brvarded  from  the  citr  of 
Nev  York  to  Emperor  Napoleon  III  at  Paris  by  J.  Ericeuon,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1854.  The  receipt  of  said  communication  was  at  once  acknowledged 
by  liig  Majesty : 

[Extract.] 

"  A'nr  tjfttem  qf  *aval  attack. — The  vessel  to  be  composed  entirely  of  iron. 
The  midship  section  ia  triangular,  with  a  broad,  hollow  keel,  loaded  to  balance 
tiie  heavy  upper  works.  The  ends  of  the  Teesel  are  moderately  sharp.  The 
deck,  made  ot  plate  iron,  ia  curved  both  lon^tudinally  and  transversely,  with  a 
epriog  of  five  feet;  it  is  made  to  project  eight  feet  over  the  rudder  and  pro- 
peller. The  entire  deck  is  covered  with  a  lining  of  sheet  iron  three  inches  thick, 
vith  an  opening  in  the  centre  sixteen  feet  diameter.  This  opening  is  covered 
bj  a  semi-globular  turret  of  plate  iron,  six  inches  thick,  revolving  on  a  column 
ud  pivot  by  means  of  ateom  power  and  appropriate  gear  work.     The  vessel  is 

Eropelled  by  a  powerful  steam-engine  and  ecrew-propeller.  Air  for  the  com- 
iiBiion  in  the  boilers  and  for  ventilation  within  the  vessel  is  supplied  by  a  large 
wlf-acting  centrifugal  blower,  the  fresh  air  being  drawn  in  through  numerous 
bhuII  holes  in  the  turret.  The  products  of  the  combustion  and  impure  air  from 
the  Tessel  is  forced  through  conductors  leading  to  the  cluster  of  small  holes  in' 
the  deck  aod  turret.  Surrounding  objects  are  viewed  through  small  holes  at 
appropriate  places.  Reflecting  telescopes,  capable  of  Iteing  protruded  or  with- 
drawn at  pleasure,  also  afford  a  distinct  view  of  surrounding  objects.  The 
mdder  stock  passes  through  a  water-tight  stuffing-box,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
belm  being  worked  within  the  vessel,  ijhot  striking  the  deck  are  deflected, 
vhiUt  shell  exploding  nn  it  prove  harmless.  Shot  (of  cast  iron)  striking  the 
globnlar  turret  will  crumble  to  pieces  or  are  deflected. 

"  This  new  system  of  naval  attack  will  place  an  entire  fleet  of  sailing  shipa 
dnrJDg  calms  and  light  winds  at  the  mercy  of  a  single  craft.  '  Boarding,'  as  a 
meuiB  of  defence,  will  be  impracticable,  since  the  turret  guns,  which  turn  like 
the  spokes  in  a  wheel,  commanding  every  point  of  the  compass  at  once,  may 
keep  off  and  destroy  any  number  of  boats  by  firing  slugs  and  combustibles. 

"  A  fleet  at  anchor  might  be  fired  and  put  in  a  sinking  condition  before  eu- 
sbied  to  get  under  way.  Of  what  avail  wonld  be  the  '  steam  gnard-sbips  '  if 
attacked  on  the  new  system  I  Alas !  for  the  '  wooden  walls '  that  formerly 
'  ruled  the  waves.'  The  long-range  Lancaster  gun  would  scarcely  hit  the  re- 
volving iron  turret  once  in  six  hours,  and  then,  six  chances  to  one,  its  shot  or 
rhell  would  be  deflected  by  the  varying  angles  of  the  face  of  the  impregnable 
globe.  When  ultimately  struck  at  right  angles,  the  globe,  which  weighs  op- 
vtrds  of  forty  tons,  will  be  less  affected  by  ^e  shot  thou  a  heavy  anvil  by  the 
blow  of  a  light  hammer.  Consequently  the  shot  would  crumble  to  pieces,  whilst 
the  shell  would  strew  the  arehed  deck  with  harmless  fragments. 

"During  contest  the  revolving  turret  should  be  kept  in  motion,  the  port-holes 
bemg  turned  away  from  the  opponent,  except  at  the  moment  of  discharge,  which, 
bowever,  should  be  made  during  full  rotation,  as  the  lateral  aim  in  close  quarffuji . 
requires  but  little  precision."  O 
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Zieiterjrom  Mr.  Ericaton  rdatioe  to  contract  Jhr  Monitor. 

New  York,  AprQ  35, 1862. 
Sir  :  Tn  your  remarka  on  the  adniiiuBtration  of  the  Navjr  Departtnent  in  lo- 
day 'b  Herald  you  have  inadrerteotly  doDe  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  great 
injastice  relative  to  the  conatruction  of  the  Monitor.  A  more  prompt  and 
spirited  action  is  probably  not  on  record  in  a  eimilar  c&ae  than  that  of  the  Navf 
Uepartment  as  regards  the  Monitor.     The  committee  of  naval  commanders,  ip- 

Sointed  by  the  Secretary  to  decide  on  the  plana  of  gunboats  laid  before  toe 
epartmenti  occupied  me  leas  than  two  hours  in  explaining  my  new  system.  In 
about  two  hours  more  the  committee  had  come  to  a  decision.  After  thdr  favor- 
able report  had  been  to  the  Secretaiy,  I  waa  called  into  bis  office,  where  I  wa> 
detained  less  than  five  minnteH.  la  order  not  to  lose  any  time,  the  Secretaiy 
ordered  me  to  "  go  ahead  at  once  "  Coneequently,  while  the  clerks  of  the  de- 
partment were  engaged  in  drawing  up  the  formed  contract,  the  iron  which  now 
tormii  the  keel  plate  of  the  Monitor  was  drawn  through  the  rolling  mill. 
I  am,  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  eervout, 

J.  ERICSSON. 
Jambs  Gorikin  Bennett,  Esq. 


irOETH  ATLANTIC   SQPADKOIf. 


Arrival  <^  ike  Monitor  at  Hampton  Roadt. 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  Monitor, 

Hampton  Roadt,  March  8,  1863. 
Sir  1  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  anchorage  at  9  o'clock 
this  evening,  and  am  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  aBeietance  of  the 
Minnesota,  agronnd  near  Newport  News. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  aervaat, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 

Litutenant  Comtnaitding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ijf  tke  Naojf. 


Auittant  Secretary  Fox'*  telegram  of  tke  action  at  Hampton  Road*. 

Fortress  Munrob,  March  9,  ISGS. 
The  Monitor  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  last  night  and  went  immediately  to  the 
protection  of  the  Minnesota,  lying  aground  jnal  below  Newport  News.  At  7 
a.  m.  to-day  the  Merrimack,  accompanied  by  two  wooden  Bteamers  and  several 
tugs,  stood  out  towards  the  Hinneeota  and  opened  fire.  The  Monitor  met  them 
at  once  and  opened  her  lire,  when  all  the  enemy's  vessels  retired  excepting  the 
Merrimack.  These  two  iron-clade  fought,  part  of  the  time  touching  each  other, 
from  8  a.  m.  to  noon,  when  the  Merrimack  retired.  Whether  she  ia  injured  or 
not  it  is  impossible  to  say.  Lieutenant  J.  L.  Warden,  who  commanded  the 
Monitor,  handled  her  with  great  skill,  and  was  assisted  by  Chief  Eagineer 
Stimers.  Lieutenant  Worden  was  ihjured  by  the  cement  from  the  pilot-nouM 
being  driven  into  his  eyes,  but  I  trust  not  seriously.     The  Minnesota  kept  op 
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injured. 

to-day,  and  will  probably  be  off  to-night.    The  Uonitor  is  unii^iired,  and  ready 
It  any  tdoment  to  tepel  anotber  attack. 

G.  V.  FOX, 

AttittaiU  Secretary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllks, 

Secretary  ^  the  Navy. 


Am$ta»t  Secretary  G.  V.  Fox'i  telegram  to  Gmeral  MeCldlan  relatiee  to  the 
figkt  IN  ILimptoH  Roadt. 

FoKT  HoNBOB,  Va.,  March  9,  1862. 
Tonr  telegram  to  Uajor  General  Wool  received.  The  performance  of  the 
Honitor  to-day  againet  the  Merrimack  ehows  a  slight  Buperiority  in  favor  of  the 
Monitor,  as  the  Uemmack  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Norfolk  afler  a  four  honr's  en- 
gagement, at  times  the  veesels  touching  each  other.  The  damaee  to  the  Merri- 
niMk  cannot  be  ascertained.  She  retreated  nnder  steam  wi^ont  assistance. 
The  Uonitor  is  all  ready  for  her  to-morrow,  hut  I  think  the  Merrimack  may  be 
obliged  to  lay  np  for  a  ^w  days.  She  is  an  ngly  cnstomer,  and  it  in  too  good 
Inek  to  believe  we  are  yet  clear  of  her.  Our  hopes  are  upon  the  Monitor,  and 
thii  day's  work  shows  that  the  Merrimack  must  attend  to  her  alone.  Have 
ordered  the  lai«e  frigates  to  leave. 

G.  V.  FOX, 

Am$lant  Secretary. 
Major  Genera]  McClbllan, 

WathingUm,  D.  C. 


i  coitditimt  t^  again  in  Hampton 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  March  8, 1868. 
The  Merrimack  came  down  from  Norfolk  to-day,  and  about  two  o'clock 
attacked  the  Camberland  and  Congress.  She  sunk  the  Gnmherland,  and  the 
Congress  surrendered.  The  Minnesota  is  aground  and  attacked  by  the  James- 
town, Yorktown,  and  Mernmack,  The  St.  Lawrence  jast  arrived  and  is  going 
to  assist.  The  Minnesota  is  aground.  Probably  both  will  be  taken;  that  is  the 
opinion  of  Captain  Marstoa  and  hid  officers.  'Hie  Roanoke  is  under  our  guns. 
It  is  thought  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Yotktown  will  pass  the  fort  to- 
night 

JOHN  E.  WOOL. 

Major  OeneraL 
Hon.  E.  H.  Stantom, 

Secretary  of  War. 


T^  Pretident  directi  that  the  MoHttor  ihaU  not  go  mattended  to  Norfolk. 
Navy  Department,  March  10, 1862. 

It  is  directed  by  the  President  that  the  Monitor  be  uot  too  much  ex* 
poeed.  and  that  in  no  event  shall  any  attempt  be  made  to  proceed  with  her  us- 
attended  to  Notfolk.    If  vessels  can  he  piocuied  and  loaded  with  stone  and 
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Bank  in  the  channel,  it  ie  important  that  it  ahonld  be  done.  The  San  Jacinto 
and  Dakota  have  sailed  from  Boston  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  the  Sabine  in  to« 
of  Baltic  and  a  tng,  from  New  York.  Gunhoats  will  be  ordered  forthwitlt. 
Would  it  not  he  w^  to  detain  the  Minnesota  nntil  other  vessels  arrive  1 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox, 

A$tiglant  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Fortrai  Monroe. 


Captain  John  Mart/on't  report  of  the  Merrimac&'i  attack  and  the  arrival  <^ 
the  Monitor. 

XJmtbd  States  Stbambr  Roanokk, 

Hampton  Roade,  March  D,  1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  jeaterdaT  at  one  o'clock  one  of  llie 
lookout  Tceeels  reported,  by  signals,  that  the  enemy  was  coming  ont.  I  imme- 
diately ordered  the  Minnesota  to  get  under  way,  and,  as  soon  as  the  two  toga 
appointed  to  tow  this  ship  came  alongside.  I  slipped  our  cable.  The  Merrimack 
was  soon  discovered  passing  oat  hy  Sewall's  Point,  standing  up  towards  Newport 
News,  accompanied  by  several  small  guuboats.  Every  exertion  was  made  by 
us  to  get  all  the  speed  on  the  Roanoke  that  the  two  tugs  were  capable  of  giving 
her;  but,  in  consequence  of  oar  bad  steerage,  we  did  not  get  ahead  aa  rapidly  u 
we  desired  to.  The  Merrimack  went  up  and  immediately  attacked  the  Gongres* 
and  Cumberland,  but  particularly  the  latter  ship,  which  was  hid  from  us  by  the 
land.  When  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Fortress  Monroe  the  Miniieaoia 
grounded.  We  continned  to  stand  on,  and  when  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Cmn- 
berland  we  saw  that  she  had  careened  over,  apparently  full  of  water.  The 
enemy,  who  had  been  joined  by  two  or  three  steamers  from  the  James  river, 
now  devoted  themselves  exclusively  to  the  Congress,  but  she  being  ogronnd 
could  bring  bnt  live  guns  to  bear  on  them,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  four  o'clock 
we  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  her  haul  down  her  flog.  I  contiiined  to  stand 
on  nntil  we  found  ourselves  in  three  and  a  half  fnthoms  of  water  and  were  on 
the  ground  astern.  Finding  that  we  iiould  go  no  farther,  I  ordered  one  of  the 
tugs  to  tow  us  round,  and  as  soon  ae  the  Roanoke's  head  was  pointed  down  the 
bay  and  I  found  she  was  afloat  again,  I  directed  the  tugs  to  go  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Minnesota,  under  the  hope  tliat,  with  the  aesielance  of  the  two  others 
which  had  accompanied  her,  they  would  be  able  to  get  her  off,  but  up  to  the 
time  that  I  now  write  they  have  not  succeeded  in  doing  so.  At  five  o'clock  the 
frigate  St.  Lawrence,  in  tow  of  the  Cambridge,  passed  us,  and  not  long  after  she 
also  grounded,  hut  by  the  aid  of  the  Cambridge  she  was  got  afloat  agtuo,  and 
being  unable  to  render  any  asBistance  to  the  Minnesota,  came  down  the  barbor. 
In  passing  the  batteries  at  Sowall's  Point,  both  going  and  returning,  the  rebels 
opened  fire  on  us,  which  was  returned  from  our  pivot  guns,  but  the  range  was 
too  great  for  them,  while  the  enemy's  shot  fell  far  beyond  us.  One  shot  went 
through  our  foresaiU,  cntting  away  two  of  our  shrouds,  and  several  sliell  bar?t 
over  and  near  the  ship,  ecattering  their  fragments  on  the  deck.  Between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock  we  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  Gongress,  and 
she  continued  to  bum  till  one  o'clock,  when  she  blew  up.  This  was  a  melan- 
choly satisfaction  to  me,  for  as  she  had  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  it 
was  &r  better  to  have  her  destroyed  than  she  should  he  einploycd  against  us  at 
some  future  day.  It  was  the  impression  of  some  of  my  officers  that  the  rebels 
hoisted  the  French  flag,  but  I  could  not  make  it  oat.  At  eight  o'clock  I  heard 
that  the  Monitor  had  arrived,  and  soon  after  Lieutenant  Commanding  Worden 
came  on  hoard,  and  I  immediately  ordered  him  to  go  np  to  the  Minnesota,  hoping 
she  would  be  able  to  keep  off  an  attack  oa  the  Minnesota  till  we  bad  got  ber 
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ilMt  again.  Thia  morning  the  Uerrimack  renewed  the  attack  on  the  Minnesota, 
bni  she  fonnd,  no  donbt  greAtlj  to  her  Hurpriae,  a  new  opponent  in  the  Monitor. 
TliecooteBtbas  been  going  on  during  most  of  the  da;  between  theee  two  armored 
Testela,  and  moet  beautifully  hag  the  little  Monitor  sustained  herself,  showing 
liereelf  capable  of  great  endnrance.  I  hare  not  received  any  official  aceonnti 
of  the  loM  of  the  Congress  and  Cumberland,  but  no  donbt  shall  do  bo,  when  it 
irill  be  transmitted  to  yon. 

I  ihoiil^  do  injustice  to  this  mlKtary  department  did  I  not  inform  jou  that 
erery  assistance  was  freely  tendered  to  us,  sending  five  of  their  tnge  to  the 
relief  of  the  Minnesota,  and  offering  all  the  aid  in  their  [tower.  I  would  also 
beg  leave  to  say  that  Captain  Poor,  of  the  ordnance  department,  kindly  volon- 
teeied  to  do  dnty  temporarily  on  board  this  ship,  and  from  whom  I  nave  re- 
ceived much  a«ststance.  I  did  bope  to  get  this  off  by  tbis  day's  moil,  but  I 
have  been  so  constantly  employed  that  I  fear  I  shall  not  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MARSTON, 

Captain  and  Senior  Q^etr. 
Hon.  QtDEON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  tht  Navy. 


Captain  Va»  BrtaU't  account  of  the  Mi»neiota's  engagement  with  the  Merrimack. 

Unitbd  Statks  8tba»br  Miiviiibsota, 

March  10,  1862. 

Sll :  On  Saturday,  tbe  8th  instant,  at  J3.4>o  p.  m.,  three  small  Hteamers,  in 
sppeannce,  were  discovered  rounding  Sewall'H  Point,  and  as  soon  as  tbey  came 
into  fall  broadside  view  I  was  convinced  that  one  was  the  iron-plated  steam 
Uttery  Merrimack,  from  tfae'larve  size  of  ber  smoke-pipe.  They  were  heading 
fur  Newport  News,  and  I,  in  obedience  tn  a  signal  from  the  senior  officer  present, 
Cantain  J.  Manton,  immediately  called  all  bands,  slipped  my  cables,  and  got 
nnder  way  for  that  point  to  engage  her.  While  rapidly  passing  Sewall's  Point, 
die  rebela  there  opened  fire  npon  us  from  a  rifle  battery,  one  shot  from  which 
going  through  and  crippling  my  raainmaet,  I  relumed  the  fire  with  my  broad- 
side guru  and  forecastle  pivot.  We  ran  without  further  difficulty  within  ahont 
one  and  a  half  mile  of  Newport  News,  and  there,  unfortunately ,  grounded.  The 
tide  was  running  ebb,  and  although  in  the  channel,  there  was  not  snfficient  water 
for  this  ship,  which  draws  23  feet  I  knew  that  the  bottom  was  soft  and  lumpy , 
*od  endeavored  to  force  the  ship  over,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to  do  so.  At 
tbis  time  it  waa  reported  to  me  that  the  Merrimack  had  paased  the  frigate  Con- 
r^m  and  ran  into  the  rloop-of-war  Cumberland,  and  in  fifteen  minates  after  I 
M»  the  bitter  going  down  by  the  head.  The  Merrimack  then  hauled  off,  taking 
s  position,  and  about  2.30  p.  m.  engaged  the  Congress,  throwing  shot  and  ebell 
into  ber  with  terrific  effect,  while  the  shot  from  the  Congress  glanced  from  her 
inn-ptated  aloping  sides  withont  doing  any  apparent  damage.  At  3.30  p.  m 
ll>e  CoDgrem  was  compelled  to  haul  down  her  colors.  Of  the  extent  of  ber  loss 
•nd  injnry  yon  will  be  informed  fiora  the  official  report. 

At  four  p.  m.  the  Merrimack,  Jamestown,  and  Patrick  Henry  bore  down  npon 
BIT  vMsel.  Very  fortunately,  the  iron  battery  drew  too  much  water  to  come 
^thia  a  mile  of  us.  She  took  a  position  on  my  starboard  bow,  but  did  not  tire 
»ilh  accuracy,  and  only  one  shot  passed  through  the  ship's  bow.  The  other 
■*o  steamers  took  their  position  on  ray  port  bow  and  stem,  and  their  fire  did 
mrwt  damage  in  killing  and  wounding  men,  inasmuch  aa  they  fired  with  rifled, 
fons;  but  with  the  heavy  gun  that  1  could  bring  to  bear  upon  them  I  drove. 
''kui  off,  one  of  them  apparently  in  a  crippled  condition.     I  fiied  upon  the  Ue^l  C 
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rimack  witb  my  pirot  lO-incb  gan  vithoiit  ■pparent  effect,  and  at  lereo  p.  m. 
ehe  too  hauled  off,  aad  all  three  veeeels  Bteamed  toward  Norfolk. 

The  tremendoDB  firing  of  my  broadeide  kudb  had  crowded  me  fiirther  npon 
the  mnd  bank,  into  which  the  ehip  leemed  to  have  made  for  henelf  a  cradle. 
From  ten  p.  m.,  when  the  tide  commcn<;ed  to  mn  flood,  oatil  four  a.  m.  I  had  ill 
banda  at  work  with  Btcam-tngfl  and  hawsers,  endeavoring  to  haul  the  ship  off 
the  bapk,  bat  without  avail ;  and  as  the  tide  had  then  fallen  conaiderahly.  I  tiu- 
pended  further  operations  at  that  time.  At  two  a.  m.  the  iron  battery  Monitor, 
Commander  John  L.  Worden,  which  had  arrived  the  previouB  evening  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  came  alongside  and  rpported  for  duty,  and  then  all  on  board  felt  that 
we  had  a  friend  that  would  stand  by  us  in  our  hour  of  trial. 

At  six  a.  m.  the  enemy  again  appeared,  coming  down  from  Graney  islani). 
and  I  beat  to  quarters,  but  they  ran  past  my  ship  and  were  heading  for  Fortreea 
Uonroe,  and  the  retreat  was  beaten  to  allow  my  men  to  get  something  to  e«L 
The  Merrimack  ran  down  near  to  the  Rip- Raps,  and  then  turned  into  the  chan- 
nel through  which  I  had  come.  Again  all  hands  were  called  to  quailera,  and 
when  she  approached  within  a  mile  of  as  I  opened  upon  her  witb  my  ateni 
gune,  and  made  signal  to  the  Uonitor  to  attack  the  enemy.  Bhe  immediatelj 
ran  down  in  my  wake,  right  within  mnge  of  the  Merrimack,  completely  cover- 
ing my  ehip  aa  far  as  was  possible  with  her  diminutive  dimenBione,  and,  much 
to  my  astonishment,  laid  hereelf  right  alongside  of  the  Merrimack,  and  the  con- 
trast was  that  of  a  pi^y  to  a  giant.  Gun  after  gun  wae  fired  by  the  Monilot, 
which  was  returned  with  whole  broadsides  from  £e  rebels,  with  po  more  effect, 
apparently,  than  so  many  pebble  atones  thrown  by  a  child.  After  a  while  tbf  j 
commenced  manoenvring,  and  we  could  see  the  little  battery  point  her  bow  for 
the  rebels,  with  the  intention,  as  I  thought,  of  sending  a  shot  throagh  her  bo« 
port-hole;  then  she  woald  shoot  by  her,  and  rake  her  throngh  the  atem.  In 
the  mean  time  the  rebels  were  pouring  in  broadside  af^r  broadside,  but  almoel 
all  her  shot  flew  over  the  little  submerged  propeller,  and  when  they  struck  the 
bomb-proof  tower,  the  shot  glanced  off  without  producing  any  effect,  clearlv 
establishing  the  fact  that  wooden  vessels  cannot  contend  with  iron-clad  oatt; 
for  never  before  was  anything  like  it  dreamed  of  by  the  greatest  enthusiast  in 
maritime'  warfare. 

The  Merrimack,  finding  that  Bhe  could  make  nothing  of  the  Monitor,  tamed 
her  attention  once  more  to  me.  In  the  morning  she  had  put  an  11-inch  shot  noder 
my  counter,  near  the  water  line;  and  now,  on  her  second  approach,  I  opened 
upon  her  with  all  my  broadside  guns  and  lO-inch  pivot — a  broadside  which 
would  have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber-built  ship  in  the  world.  She  tt- 
tnmed  my  fire  with  her  rifled  bow  gun,  with  a  shell  which  passed  tbroogh  the 
chief  engineer's  state-room,  through  the  engineers'  mess-room,  amidships,  and 
bnrst  in  the  boatswain's  room,  tearing  four  rooms  all  into  one  in  its  passage,  and 
exploding  two  chargtu  of  powder,  which  set  the  ship  on  fire,  but  it  was  promptly 
extinguished  by  a  party  headed  by  my  first  lieutenant.  Her  second  shell  went 
throngh  the  boiler  of  the  tog-boat  Dragon,  exploding  it,  and  causing  some  con- 
sternation on  board  my  ship  for  the  moment,  until  the  matter  was  explained 
This  time  1  had  coucentrsted  upon  her  an  incessant  fire  fivm  my  gnn  deck, 
spar  deck,  and  forecastle  pivot  guns,  and  was  informed  by  my  marine  officer, 
who  was  stationed  on  the  poop,  that  at  least  fifty  solid  shot  strnck  her  on  hei 
slanting  side  withont  prodaciog  any  apparent  effect.  By  the  time  she  had  fired 
her  third  shell  the  little  Monitor  had  come  down  upon  her,  placing  herself  be- 
tween as,  and  compelled  her  to  change  her  position,  in  doing  which  she 
grounded ;  and  again  I  poared  into  her  all  the  gans  which  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  her.  As  soon  as  she  got  off  she  st(rad  down  the  bay,  the  little  bat- 
terr  chasing  her  with  all  speed,  when  suddenly  the  Merrimack  turned  aroand 
'and  run  full  speed  into  her  antagonist.  For  a  moment  I  was  anxious;  but  iu- 
Btantly  I  saw  a  shot  plunge  into  the  iron  roof  of  the  Merrimack,  which  surely 
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must  liire  damaged  her.  For  some  time  after  this  the  lebeli  cODcentrsted  their 
whole  batteiy  npOD  the  tower  and  pilot-house  of  the  Monitor,  aud  soon  after 
the  latter  stood  aown  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  thonght  it  probable  she  had 
exhaosted  her  supply  of  ammunition,  or  sustained  some  injury.  Soon  after  the 
Ueramack  and  the  two  other  steamers  headed  for  my  ship,  and  I  then  felt  to  the 
foUeit  extent  my  conditioa.  I  waa  hard  and  immovably  aground,  and  they 
could  take  posilion  under  mj  stem  aud  rake  me.  I  had  expended  most  of  my 
lolid  cbol,  my  ship  was  badly  crippled,  and  tny  officers  and  men  were  worn  out 
irith  fatigue,  bat  even  in  this  extreme  dilemma  I  determiiied  never  to  give  up 
the  ehip  to  the  rebels,  and,  after  consulting  with  my  officers,  I  ordered  every 
preparation  lo  be  made  to  destroy  the  ship  after  all  hope  was  gone  of  saving  her. 

Od  ascending  tlie  poop  deck,  I  observed  that  the  enemy's  vessels  had  changed 
tbfir  CDDTse  and  were  heading  for  Crancy  island.  I  then  determined  to  lighten 
the  ship  by  throwing  overboard  my  8-iuch  guns,  hoisting  out  provision,  starting 
*iter,  &c.  At  2  p.  m.  I  proceeded  to  make  another  attempt  to  save  the  shi^ 
by  (be  nee' of  a  number  of  powerful  fhgs  and  the  steamer  S.  B.  Spaulding  kindly 
HDt  to  my  assistance  by  Captain  Talmadge,  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
ud  eacceeded  in  dta^;ing  her  half  a  mile  distant,  and  then  she  was  immovable, 
dw  tide  having  fallen.  At  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  succeeded  in  getting  the 
abip  once  more  afloat,  and  am  now  at  anchor  opposite  Fortress  Monroe. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  during  the  whole  of  these  trying  scenes 
the  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  great  courage  and  coolness. 
■     I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

G.  J.  VAN  BRUNT, 
Captain  XJ.  S.  Karg,  Commanding  Frigate  Minnetola. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  tAe  Navy. 


Captain  Pttrvianee't  report  of  the  Merrimack'*  attack. 

United  States  Frigate  St.  Lawiib\cb, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  10,  1862. 
8lR :  I  bare  the  honor  to  retort  the  arrival  of  this  ship  on  the  6lh  instant, 
in  Lynnhaven  bay,  from  New  York.  After  anchoring,  a  strong  gale  from  the 
northwest  commenced,  and  continued  throngh  the  night  and  following  day.  On 
Saturday  the  wind  abated,  aud,  while  waiting  for  wind  and  tide,  the  Uuitod 
States  gunboat  Cambridge  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the  rebel  steam-ram 
Uerrimack.and  some  side- wheel  steamers  were  engaging  the  frigate  Congress  and 
Cumberland  at  Newport  News.  At  half-past  2  we  got  under  way  in  tow  of  the 
Cambridge,  and  when  abreast  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Sewall's  Point,  the  battery 
opened  fire,  one  of  the  shells  exploding  under  the  forepart  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
doing,  however,  no  material  injury.  The  fire  was  returned,  and,  it  is  believed, 
with  some  effect.  The  Cnmbrarland  had,  at  this  time,  gone  down,  having  been 
ran  into  by  the  Heirimack,  and  the  Congress  had  surrendered,  after  a  terrible 
eUaghter  of  her  men,  and  when  rendered  perfectly  powerless  by  the  fire  of  the 
rebels.  The  Minnesota  was  aground,  and  was  engaging  the  enemy,  whose  force 
consisted  of  the  rebel  steam-rsm  and  four  or  five  side-weel  gunboats.  When 
near  the  Minnesota,  the  St.  Lawrence  grounded,  and  at  that  time  opened  fire,  but 
b«  shot  did  DO  execution,  the  armor  of  the  Merrimack  proving  invulnerable  to 
her  comparatively  feeble  projectiles.  Taking  advantage  of  these  portentous 
circtunetanceB,  the  Merrimack  directed  her  attention  to  firing  several  projectiles 
of  formidable  dimensions;  one  of  which,  an  80-pound  shell,  penetrated  the  star- 
"wrd  quarter  about  four  inches  above  the  water-line,  passed  throngh  the  pantiy 
of  the  ward'room,  and  into  the  state-room  of  the  assistant  surgeon,  on  the  port 
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aide,  completelf  demolisbing  the  balkbead ;  then  strack  agsinBt  a  BtroDg  iron 
bar,  which  iecured  the  bnll'e^ye  of  Ihe  port,  and  returned  into  the  ward-room 
expended.  It  fortunately  did  not  explode,  and  no  person  waa  injured.  The 
damage  done  bv  this  one  ebot  prnred  th<  power  of  tbe  prmectUes  which  the 
employed,  and  readily  explained  tbe  deatmction  of  our  wooden  and  antiqutUed 
fri^h^B. 

Our  position  at  this  time  was  one  of  aome  anxiety.  Being  aground,  the  tug 
Young  America  caipe  alongside  and  got  tit  off;  atler  which  a  powerful  braad- 
eide  from  tbe  spar  and  gun  decks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  then  dietant  about  half  i 
mile,  thrown  into  the  Merrimack,  induced  her  to  withdraw;  whether  from  n«- 
deeeity  or  diacretion  ia  not  known :  certainly  no  scrions  damage  could  ban 
been  done.  After  which  we  proceeded  slowly  to  tbe  anchorage,  which  we 
reached  abont  —  p.  m. 

Tbe  Merrimack  again  appeared  the  following  morning,  and  sustained,  tor 
several  hours,  tbe  consolidated  fire  of  the  Minnesota  and  Monitor,  abandonitig 
tbe  conflict  finally,  but  apparently  unharmed.  Tbe  Minnesota  remained  agroniid 
during  tbe  night,  was  supplied  with  additional  ammunition,  and  in  the  morning, 
when  attacked  by  the  Merrimack,  fonght  her  guns  with  an  energy,  skill.  «H 
indomitable  persevenuice  worthy  of  the  noble  and  patriotic  cause  she  was  defend- 
ing. Unable  to  move,  she  was  forced  to  present  her  full  broadside  to  lb« 
enemy,  who  remained  at  long  range,  offering  the  smallest  possible  surface  to  her 
antagonist.  The  Monitor,  whose  performance  more  than  equalled  the  hi^e»t 
expectations,  contributed  most  powerfully  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Merrimack; 
and  her  earlier  arrival  would  have  prevented  the  unfortunate  loss  of  our  two 
defenceless  frigates.  All  the  officers  and  crew  zeoloualy  and  efficiently  pe^ 
formed  their  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Y.  PURVIANOE,  Ckiptain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Srerttary  of  the  Havj/, 


Chief  E»gi*ter  Stiner'i  rtport. 

I  RON -Clad  Monitor, 
Hampton  Hoadt,  March  9,  1863. 

Hy  Dbak  Sib  :  Afler  a  stormy  passage,  which  proved  us  to  be  the  finest  Ma 
boat  I  was  ever  in,  we  fought  tbe  Merrimack  for  more  than  three  hours  this  fore- 
noon, and  Bent  her  back  to  Norfolk  in  a  sinking  condition.  Iron-clad  again^ 
iron-clad.  We  manceuvred  about  the  bay  here  and  went  at  each  other  with 
mutual  flercenees.  I  consider  that  both  ships  were  well  fought ;  we  were  stmck 
twenty-two  times — pilot-house  twice,  turret  nine  times,  side-armor  eight  timei, 
deck  three  times.  1  he  only  vulnerable  point  was  the  pilot 'boose.  One  of  your 
great  logs  [9  by  13  inches  thick)  is  brokeu  in  two.  The  shot  struck  just  out- 
side of  where  the  captain  had  his  eye,  and  it  has  disabled  him  by  deatroyiaK 
bis  left  eye  and  temporarily  blinding  the  other.  The  log  is  not  quite  in  two, 
but  is  broken  and  pressed  inwards  one  and  a  half  inch.  She  trietl  tu  nm  ui 
down  and  sink  us,  as  she  did  tbe  Cumberland  yesterday,  but  she  got  the'  worst 
of  it.  Her  bow  passed  over  our  deck  and  our  sharp  upper  edged  side  cut  thro(q;h 
tbe  light  iron  shoe  upon  her  stem  and  well  into  her  oak.  She  will  not  try  that 
■Min.  She  gave  ns  a  tremendous  thump,  but  did  not  ii^'ure  us  in  the  leatt 
We  are  just  able  to  find  tbe  point  of  contact. 

The  turret  is  a  splendid  structure.    1  do  not  think  mneli  of  the  shieid,  hot 
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die  pendalums  are  fine  things,  tboagh  I  cannot  tell  yon  bow  they  would  stand 
the  shot,  as  they  were  not  bit. 

Yna  are  very  correct  in  yonr  eetimate  of  the  effect  of  ehot  upon  the  man  on 
the  ioBide  of  the  tnrret  when  it  woji  etrnck  near  him.  Three  men  were  knocked 
down,  of  whom  I  was  one;  the  other  two  had  to  be  carried  below,  but  I  was 
not  disabled  at  all,  and  the  others  recovered  before  the  battle  was  over.  Oap- 
tiin  Worden  stationed  himself  at  the  pilot-hoase,  Greene  fired  the  gims,  and  I 
inraed  the  tnrret  until  the  captain  was  disabled  and  was  relieved  by  Greene, 
*hen  I  managed  the  turret  myself,  Master  Stodden  having  been  one  of  the  two 
stuDDcd  men. 

Captain  Ericsflon,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  great  success.  Thonsaude 
have  this  day  bleeaed  yon.  I  have  beard  whole  crews  cheer  yon.  Every  man 
feeU  [hat  yon  have  saved  this  place  to  the  nation  by  famishing  us  with  the 
meaos  to  whip  aa  iron-clad  frigate,  that  wae,  until  onr  arrival,  having  it  all  her 
own  way  with  our  moat  powerful  veasels. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  veiy  truly  yours, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMER9, 

C&  ief  Engineer. 

Captain  J.  Ericsson, 

Xo.  95  Franklin  ttreet.  New  York. 


Tanage  o/'(Ae  Monitor  from  Ntv  York  to  Hampton  Roadi. 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  Monitor, 

Hampton  Road*,  March  27,  1863. 
Sis  :  I  received  to-day  yonr  communication  of  the  25th  instant.  I  do  not 
consider  this  steamer  a  sea-going  vessel.  During  her  passage  from  New  York 
her  roll  was  very  easy  and  slew,  and  not  at  all  deep.  She  pitched  very  little 
ui  with  no  strain  whatever.  She  is  buoyant  and  not  very  lively.  The  incon- 
venieuces  we  experienced  can  be  easily  remedied.  But  she  has  not  the  steam 
power  to  go  against  a  bead  wind  or  sea,  and  I  think  it  very  doubtful  if  she 
could  go  from  here  to  Delaware  bay  by  herself.  As  she  would  be  unable  to 
Duke  headway  against  a  sea  ehe  would  not  steer.  Even  in  smooth  water,  and 
going  stow,  she  does  not  mind  her  helm  readily.  At  sea  she  would  be  unable 
lo  work  her  gnna,  as  we  are  obliged  to  keep  the  ports  closed  and  calked,  they 
being  but  five  feet  above  water.  For  emootn  water  operations,  snch  as  she  was 
engaged  in  on  the  9th  instant,  I  think  her  a  most  desirable  vessel.  The  opinion 
of  experienced  seamen  on  board  is  the  same  aa  my  own. 
I  am,  rery  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  GREENE, 
Lieitlenant  United  Stale*  Naey. 
Hon.  GIDBO^  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihington,  D.  C. 


Plog-Offieer  Goldttorovgi  report*  tending  three  ve**elt  up  Jame*  rieer  and 
thtliing  SewalV*  Point,  May  8,  1862. 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampttyn  Road*,  Va.,  May  9,  1862. 
Sib  :  The  Galena,  Aroostook,  and  Port  Royal  (by  direction  of  the  President 
for  me  to  detail  the  Galena  and  two  gunboats  for  the  pnrpoee)  went  np  Jamea 
rirei early  yesterday  morning.  LiOOgIC 
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Also,  by  direction  of  the  President,  onr  vesseli  sbelted  SewalVs  Point  yesl«r- 
day,  mainly  with  the  Ttew  of  ascertftinin^  the  practicability  of  landing  a  body 
of  troops  thereabouts.  The  Merrimack  came  ont,  but  was  even  more  cantione 
tfatin  ever.  The  Monitor  was  kept  well  in  advance,  and  so  that  the  Merrimack 
could  have  engaged  her  without  difficulty  had  she  been  ao  disposed,  bnt  the 
declined  to  do  it,  and  soon  returned  and  anchored  under  Sefrall's  Point.  The 
Jaraeetown  arrived  here  yeeterday.  Her  condition  is  sach  that  I  shall  have  to 
deepatch  ber  to  Philadelphia  for  repairs. 

The  Gaynga  also  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Uiosierippi  river  with  de- 
spatches, and  left  for  New  York  in  the  evening.  The  St.  I^wrence  Bailed  thie 
morning  for  Key  Weet. 

Id  all  there  are  now  seven  of  our  vessels  up  the  York  river,  and  three  of  them 
up  the  James  river.  Could  I  have  exerciaed  my  own  judgment,  I  should  hiTC 
withdrawn  some  from  the  York  river,  and  thua  increased  the  number  of  those 
aent  up  the  Jar.-cs. 

Our  veesels  ii)i  the  James  river  were  no  doubt  engaged  fbrseveral  honradniln^ 
yesterday,  but  whether  with  the  enemy's  veesels  or  with  one  of  his  forts  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  we  have  not  yet  ascertained.  All  the  enemy's  gunboaU 
that  were  at  Norfolk,  eight  in  number,  including  the  Jamestown  nnd  Yorktotm. 
are, up  the  James  river,  and  our  three  vesseU  must  be  this  side  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLD8B0ROUGH, 
Flag-O^cer,  Commanding  K-  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadnm. 

Hon.  GrDBOM  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WatAington,  D.  C. 


Flag-0$ctr  GoldMhoroMgA  to  the  Pre*ident  of  the  United  Stale*. 

United  Statss  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roadt,  Va.,  May  9,  1863. 

Sir  ;  Agreeably  to  a  communicatioti  just  received  from  the  Hon.  Edwin  M. 
Stanton,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  instructions  I  gave  yesterday  to  the 
officers  commanding  the  several  vessels  detailed  to  open  fire  upon  Sewall's  Point 
were  :  that  the  object  of  the  move  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  landing 
a  body  of  troops  thereabouts,  and  to  reduce  the  woiks  if  it  could  be  done;  that 
the  wooden  vessels  should  attack  the  principal  works  in  enfilade,  and  that  the 
Monitor,  to  be  accompanied  by  the  Stevens,  should  go  up  as  far  aa  the  wreck, 
and  there  operate  in  front  on  the  Merrimack's  appearance  outside  of  the  wiecks. 

The  Monitor  hud  orders  to  fall  back  into  fair  channel  way  and  only  to  engage 
her  seriously  in  such  a  position  that  this  ship,  together  with  the  merchant  veeM'l^ 
intended  for  the  purpose,  could  run  her  down,  if  an  opportunity  presented  itself. 
The  other  vessela  were  not  to  hesitate  to  run  her  down,  and  the  Baltimore,  an 
unarmed  steamer  of  light  draught,  high  speed,  and  with  a  curved  bow,  was  kept 
in  the  direction  of  the  Monitor  expressly  to  throw  herself  across  the  Merrimack, 
either  forward  or  aft  of  her  plated  bouse ;  but  the  Merrimack  did  not  engage  the 
Monitor,  nor  did  she  place  herself  where  she  could  have  been  assailed  by  our 
ram  vesBcls  to  any  i^vantage,  or  where  there  was  any  prospect  whatever  of 
getting  at  her. 

My  instructions  were  necessarily  verbal,  and  in  giving  tbem  I  snpDoscd  ihat 
I  was  carrying  out  your  wishes  in  substance,  if  not  to  £e  letter.  The  demoo- 
etration  resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  that  the  number  of  gnus  at  the  principal 
work  on  Sewall's  Point  has  been  essentially  reduced,  and  is  not  greater  now 
than  about  seventeen)  and  that  the  number  of  men  now  stationed  there  is  com- 
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paratiTely  qnite  limited.     The  qnarterB  connected  with  the  work  were  set  on 
Ere  hy  our  ehetU,  and  no  doubt  Beriouslj  injured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Com.  Naval  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hie  Excellency  the  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  Slatet. 


Flag-Officer  Goidtborough  report*  the  destruction  of  the  Merrimack,  Ifc. 

Umtbd  Statbs  Flag-Ship  Uinnbsota, 

Hampton  Road*,  Va.,  May  12, 1862. 

Sib  :  In  the  sarrenderof  Norfolk  by  its  civil  aalboritiee,  day  before  yesterday, 
to  the  forces  of  oar  army  under  General  Wool,  which  landed  at  Willoughby's 
PoiDt  nothing  but  the  city  itself  was  given  np.  Early  yesterday  morning  I 
vitnesBed  an  awful  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Cra'ney  island,  and  inferred  im- 
mediately that  either  tne  works  on  that  island  or  the  Merrimack  had  been  blown 
Dp.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  an  officer  from  the  guardship  Dakota  came  on 
bosrd  and  informed  me  that  the  Merrimack  no  longer  existed,  for  fronrtJie  Dakota 
they  had  seen  liei  blown  to  pieces.  Supposing  from  this  that  Craney  island  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  exterior  defences  of  Norfolk  were  about  to  be  abandoned,  or,  if 
not,  that  they  might  be  subdued,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Monitor,  Stevens, 
Stuquehaima,  Dakota,  Seminole,  San  .Jacinto,  and  Mount  Vernon  to  get  under 
'ay,  aad  gave  them  such  orders  as  I  judged  necessary  in  the  premises.  Before 
they  could  get  off,  however,  I  had  despatched  my  aid.  Lieutenant  Selfridge,  in  a 
tug  to  proceed  off  Sewalt's  Point,  and  as  far  above  a^  he  conid  get  with  safety, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of  things.  He  landed  at  Sevrall's  Point 
ud  hoisted  our  flag  on  the  works,  which  he  found  bad  been  abandoned,  but  the 
|tuu  were  not  spiked.  Commander  Case,  captain  of  the  fleet,  went  on  to  Craney 
inland  in  another  tug,  and  there  hauled  down  two  rebel  flags  and  hoisted  our  own 
in  tfaeir  places.  Our  ships  proceeded  on  to  Norfolk  unmoleBl«d,  and  there  the 
Susquehanna,  Seminole.  Dakota,  and  San  Jacinio  now  lie,  immediately  off  the 
town,  and  in  close  proximity  with  it. 

The  Monitor  and  Stevens  have  both  gone  up  the  James  river,  with  orders 
from  me  to  reduce  all  the  works  of  the  enemy  as  they  go  along,  spike  all  their 
eaui,  blow  up  all  their  magasinesi  and  then  get  up  to  Bichmond,  all  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  and  shell  the  city  to  a  surrender. 

With  the  above  works  reduced,  I  can  keep  our  vessels  supplied  with  coal, 
oidnance  stores,  provisbuB,  Jkc.,  witboat  difficulty. 

I  intended  to  have  discharged  to-day  the  Arago,  Illioois,  and  Ericsson,  but 
the  President  ordered  me  not  to  do  it  until  I  should  be  written  to  upon  the  sub- 
ject from  Washington,  and  gave  me  his  orders  why  he  wished  those  vessels  to 
be  longer  detained. 

I  accompanied  the  President  and  Secretaries  Chase  and  Stanton  yesterday  to 
Norfolk,  on  board  of  the  Baltimore,  but  I  did  not  return  with  the  party. 

In  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  navy  yard  and  went  all  over  it.  It  was  still 
homing  in  very  many  places.  Nearly  everything  is  destroyed.  Of  the  build- 
ings tbe  oScen'  quarters  alone  remained  intact.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
iron  tanks,  however,  apparently  in  perfect  condition,  a  good  deal  of  mast  and 
other  timb«r,  a  number  of  old  and  generally  worthless  guns,  and  considerable 
machinery  of  one  kind  or  another.  The  do<^  gates  are  all  destroyed,  and  the 
[Her  ends  connected  with  the  gates  have  been  blown  up  to  a  partiJi  degree,  bat 
otherwise  the  dock  seems  uninjured. 

The  President  said  to  me  verbally  that  he  wished  all  the  gone  at  tlu  feiti  «ad . 
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dock-yards  to  be  rpmoved  to  Fortreee  Monroe,  and  nnlesa  be  sboidd  tbiak  proper 
to  commnnicate  to  yon  otherwise,  I  preenrae  I  am  to  have  this  work  done. 

On  returning  from  Norfolk  I  left  our  naval  forces  there  under  the  comnand  of 
Captain  Lardner,  an  officer  in  whose  discretion  And  good  sense  1  have  great  con- 
fidence. I  gave  him  full  directions  as  to  interconrse,  &<;.,  with  the  shore ;  but  I 
shall  have  to  go  there  again  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards, on  matters  of  importance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  G0LD8B0R0UGH, 
Flag-OMetr,  Commanding  Korth  Atlantic  Blockading  S^adrm. 
Hon.  OlDBON  Wellb»<, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Flog-O^ctr  GoldMbmovgh  enclotet  rrportt  i^  tngagfment  teith  fort  om  Ward't 
or  Druri/'i  hlwff,  eight  milei  from  Richmond. 

United  Statks  Flao-Ship  Scsqubhaivna, 

Jamft  Rioer,  Vi'ginia,  May  18,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  an  engagement 
which  took  place  on  the  15th  instant  between  onr  vcsaela  np  this  river  and  a 
fort  of  tbe  enemy  on  Ward's  or  Drury's  Bluff,  which  fort  is  at  the  obstrnctioiu 
that  have  been  placed  in  the  river,  ana  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond. 

The  Stevens  went  to  Norfolk  last  night  to  carry  seven  of  the  wounded  to  the 
hospital ;  thence  to  return  to  Hampton  Roads.  Tbe  force  now  up  this  river 
consists  of  the  Wachnsett,  Galena,  Monitor,  Maratonza,  Aroostook,  Port  Royal, 
and  tbe  tug  Dragon. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Flag-O0icer,  Commd'g  A'ortA  AlltaUic  Blockading  S^adnm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nany. 


Umtbd  States  Steamer  Galbna, 
Of  City  Point,  Jamtt  Rieer,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  the  Aroostook,  the  Monitor, 
'  and  Port  Royal,  with  the  Nangatuck,  moved  up  the  river  yesterday,  getting 
aground  several  times  but  meeting  no  artificial  impediments  nntil  we  arrived  at 
Ward's  Blnff,  about  eight  miles  from  Richmond,  where  we  encountered  a  heavy 
battery  and  two  separate  barriers,  formed  of  piles  and  steamboats  and  sail  ves- 
sels. The  pilots  both  say  that  they  saw  the  Jamestown  and  Yorktown  among 
the  number. 

The  banks  of  the  river  we  fbnnd  lined  witli  riflo-pits,  from  which  sharp- 
shooters  annoyed  the  men  at  the  gnns.  These  would  hinder  all  removal  of  ob- 
structions, unless  driven  away  by  a  land  force. 

The  Galena  ran  within  almost  six  hundred  yards  of  the  battery,  as  near  the 
piles  as  it  was  deemed  proper  to  go,  let  go  her  anchor,  and  with  a  spring  swung 
across  the  stream,  not  mure  than  twice  as  wide  as  the  ship  is  long.  Then,  at 
7.45  a.  m.,  opened  fire  upon  the  battery. 

The  wooden  vessels,  as  directed,  anchored  about  thirteen  hundred  yards  be- 
low. The  Monitor  anchored  near,  and  at  9  o'clock  she  passed  just  above  the 
Galena,  but  found  that  her  f^ns  could  not  be  elevated  enough  to  reach  the  bat- 
tery.   She  then  dropped  a  little  below  na,  and  made  her  shots  effective. 
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At  five  minnteB  after  eleven  o'clock  the  Galena  had  expended  nearlj  all  her 
■nuDDnitian,  and  I  made  ngnal  to  discontinue  the  action.  We  had  bat  six  Par- 
rott  ehatgee,  and  not  a  iin^e  filled  nine-inch  shell.  We  had  thirteen  killed  and 
eleven  wonnded. 

The  rifipd  one  hnndred  ponnd  Parrot  of  the  ITangatnck  bnnit,  half  of  the 
part  abaft  the  tmnniona  going  overboard.     She  is  therefore  disabled. 

The  Galena  and  Monitor  can,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  silence  the  bat- 
tery St  Hardio'a  Bluff.  The  result  of  onr  experiment  with  the  Galena  I  enclose. 
We  demonstrated  that  she  is  not  sbot-proof.  Balls  came  through,  and  many 
meo  wen  killed  with  fragments  of  her  own  iron.  One  fairly  penetrated  just 
ibore  the  water-line,  and  exploded  in  the  steerage.  The  greater  part  of  the 
balls,  however,  at  the  water-line,  after  breaking  the  iron,  stuck  in  the  wood. 
The  port  side  is  much  injured — knees,  planks,  and  timben  started.  No  shot 
peoetrated  the  spar  deck,  but  in  three  places  are  large  holes — one  of  them  a 
yvd  long  and  about  eight  inches  wide,  made  by  a  shot  which,  in  glancing,  com- 
pletely broke  through  uie  deck,  killing  several  men  with  fra^ente  of  the  deck 
plating.  The  Gralena  should  be  repaired  before  sending  her  to  sea.  I  wonld 
mggeat  the  Washington  navy  yard,  since  bo  many  people  there  have  an  interest 
in  iron  plating,  and  she  so  well  shows  the  effect  of  various  shot.  No  gun  is 
disabled,  but  we  need  ammunition. 

On  James  river  an  army  can  be  landed  witbin  ten  miles  of  Richmond,  on 
either  iunk.  We  command  City  Point,  and  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  a 
Uod  force  in  an  advance  upon  Petersburg.  In  going  up  James  river,  above  this 
point,  it  will  be  desirable  to  protect  the  crew  from  sharpshooters  upon  the  river. 
They  annoyed  us.  To  command  important  points,  and  to  prevent  the  reoccupa- 
tion  of  old  Fort  Powhatan,  at  Hood's,  more  vessels  are  needed.  Some  should 
eontinually  paas  np  and  down  the  river,  to  prevent  the  erection  of  new  batteries. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  cool  courage  of  the  officers  and  crew. 
Ljenlenant  Newman,  the  executive  officer,  was  canspicunas  (or  his  gallant  and 
effective  services.  Mr.  Wasbbnme,  acting  master,  behaved  admirably.  These 
are  selected  from  among  the  number, 

Tbe  Aroostook,  Port  Boyal,  and  Naugatuck  took  the  stations  previously 
usigced  them,  and  did  everything  that  was  possible.  The  Monitor  could  not 
have  done  better. 

Tbe  barrier  is  such  that  vessels  of  the  enemy,  even  if  they  had  any,  probably 
caoDol  pass  ont ;  ours  cannot  pass  in. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS, 
Commander  United  SlaUi  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Ooldsborodoh, 

Comma»di*g  North  Atlantic  Bloe/cading  S^uadnm. 


Unitbd  States  Stbambb  Galbna, 
Of  City  Point,  Jamet  River,  May  IC,  1863. 

SiK :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  condition  of  this  ship's  hull : 

On  the  port  side  her  bulwarks,  between  ports  Nos.  S  and  6,  are  started  in 
sbont  an  inch,  and  tbe  timbers  broken.  Thirteen  shot  and  shell  have  perforated 
her  side,  splintering  considerably.  Forward  of  No,  1  port  the  bulwarks  are 
hsdly  shattered.  Several  hanging  knees  are  started  off  from  side  and  spar  deck 
heame;  many  seams  are  opened  in  the  side, and  the  gun  deck,  beneath  tne  guns, 
will  require  calking. 

In  forward  room  of  wardroom  the  han^ng  knee  is  started  about  2}  inches. 
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and  tlie  side  injured.  In  forward  part  of  Bteera^  ■  shell  perforated  the  side 
and  started  the  hanging  knee  abont  two  inches.  In  after  room  a  diagonal  knee 
is  sliehtly  startedi  and  the  air  port  stove  in.  Id  the  coal  bankers  the  ude  ii 
also  injnred. 

On  spar  deck  sevenil  glancing'  shot  hare  made  indentations  in  Ate  iron  plstei 
and  broken  deck  planks;  in  two  instances  apertures,  abont  16  inches  by  I 
inches,  have  been  made.  The  hammock  netting  is  shattered ;  the  wheel  is  in- 
jured, one  boat  davit  gone,  and  several  awning  and  rati  stanchions.  The  armoc 
is  started  from  the  stem,  also  at  the  janction  of  the  bars  on  the  stem,  and  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  near  port  No.  6. 

Respectfnllv,  Toor  obedient  lerrant, 

L.  H.  NEWMAN. 

flxeaUive  Offictr, 
Commander  John  Rodoebs, 

Commanding  United  StaUt  naval  forctt  tn  Jame»  River. 


UNiTitD  Statbs  Iron-clad  Stbambr  Monitor, 

Jamu  River,  Virginia,  May  IS,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  moveinents  of  this  vessel  dnriof 
the  action  of  jesterday ; 

Shortly  afWr  wet(rhmg  anchor  from  oar  position  near  Kingsland  creek,  a  shaip 
fire  of  musketry  was  commenced  from  both  banks  on  all  the  ships. 

At  half  past  seven  I  discovered  an  extensive  fortification  on  an  elevation  of 
about  two  hundred  feet,  with  severs!  smaller  batteries,  all  apparently  mounting 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre ;  at  the  foot  of  the  blnlf  in  the  nver  an  obstructioo, 
lormed  of  sunkeu  steamers  and  vessels,  secured  with  chuDS,  and  the  shallov 
water  piled  across  the  river. 

The  tiftlena,  having  anchored  at  abont  one  thousand  yards  from  the  fort,  and 
being  warmly  engaged,  I  endeavored  to  pass  ahead  of  her  to  take  off  some  of 
the  fire,  but  found  that  my  guns  could  not  be  elevated  sufficiently  to  point  at 
the  fort.  I  then  took  position  on  the  line  with  the  Ooleno,  and  maintained  ■ 
deliberate  fire  until  the  close  of  the  action,  when,  in  company  with  the  other 
Teasels,  I  dropped  down  to  the  anchorage  of  the  morning. 

The  fire  of  Uie  enemy  was  remarkably  well  directed,  out  vainly,  towards  this 
reseel.  She  was  struck  three  times— one  .solid  6-inch  shot  square  on  the  turret, 
two  solid  shot  on  the  side  armor  forward  of  the  pilot-house.  Neitlier  caused 
any  damage  beyond  bendiug  the  plates.     I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  action  was  most  gallantly  fought 
agiunst  great  odds,  and  with  the  usual  effect  against  earthworks.  So  long  as 
our  vessels  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  they  rarely  fired  in  return,  but  the  moment  our 
fire  slackened  they  remanned  their  guns.  It  was  impossible  to  reduce  such 
works,  except  with  the  aid  of  a  land  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Li^Mtenant  Commanding, 

Oommander  John  Rodobbs, 

Commanding  Jamet  River  Flotilla. 
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LieHfenaMt  Commander  Jrffen'i  rtp&rt  relalive  to  the  M<mitor. 

TJnitbd  Statbs  Iron-clad  Stbambr  UoKiTaR, 

Jamei  River.  May  22,  1862. 

St8 :  I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  making  any  official  report  relative  to  this 
veuel,  OB  most  of  her  prominent  defects  have  been  pointed  oat  to  or  discovered 
by  Chipf  Engineer  BtimerB,  ibe  government  tnipector,  and  provided  for  in  the 
ontnct  for  the  new  onei ;  nor  did  I  consider  it  expedient,  in  onr  then  state  of 
eoDCtant  readiness  for  a  naval  battle,  to  supplv  information  which,  by  some  ac- 
cident, becomiog  known  to  the  enemy,  might  De  nsed  to  onr  detriment.  Other 
poJDtB  have  lately  developed  themselves. 

Immediately  on  taking  the  command  it  etmck  me  that  the  commander  could 
bave  very  little  control  of  his  gans  if  in  the  pilot-house,  and  that  the  revolation 
of  the  turret  would  not  allow  Ae  officer  pointing  to  see  the  object  to  be  fired  at, 
uileM  previounly  notified  when  tki«  object  was  nearly  in  the  line  of  fire. 

Tbe  firing  at  Sewall's  Point,  on  the  9th  instant,  clearly  demonstrated  this 
fact.  It  was  impossible,  from  the  smoke,  to  see  from  the  pilot-house  the  efiect 
of  tbe  shot,  so  as  to  correct  tbe  sabeeqneat  aim;  and  the  process  of  turning  the 
tnnet  successively  backward  and  forward,  searching  for  tne  object  through  tbe 
email  aperture  of  tbe  ports,  was  so  slow,  that  an  active  enemy  with  a  large 
nnmber  of  guns  mnst  inevitably  fire  into  tbe  porta  during  the  operation. 

■After  I  took  my  station  on  top  of  the  tuiret  I  roughly  sighted  by  the  lines 
of  parallel  plates,  greatly  incieaeing  the  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  fire;  but  to 
do  this,  independent  of  tbe  exposure  of  bo  important  a  person  as  the  commander, 
there  was  a  constant  danger  of  shells  passing  through  the  opening  in  which  I 
stood,  and,  by  exploding  within  the  turret,  producing  the  greatest  danger  and 
QcmoTui  zat  ion . 

At  the  fight  at  Drew's  Bluff,  on  the  James  river,  this  inconvenience  became 
itill  more  evident.  The  river  being  lined  with  riflemen  on  both  banks,  tbe  bar- 
ricade of  hammocks  which  I  had  placed  round  my  station  became  a  target  for 
tlmo ;  I  bad  no  means  of  replying  with  musketry,  nor  could  I  elevate  my  guns 
to  Ibeir  position  on  a  high  bank,  so  that  every  time  I  stuck  my  head  up  to 
observe  the  fire,  they  had  a  deliberate  fire  at  me.  The  pilot-house  being  placed  • 
forward,  the  guns  cannot  be  fired  nearer  to  the  line  of  the  keel  than  30°  widi 
accuracy  without  deafening  the  persons  in  tbe  pilot-house.  I  tried  this  experi- 
ment myself,  and  the  pain  and  stupefaction  caused  by  tbe  blast  of  tbe  guns 
Mtisfied  me  that  half  a  dozen  similar  discharges  would  render  me  insensible. 
From  this  canae,  either  in  approaching  a  ship  or  battery,  she  is  exposed  to  fire 
a  long  time  without  tbe  power  of  returning  it,  thereby  diminishing  ner  military 
force  5  per  cent. ;  or  if  the  enemy  be  a  ship,  and  it  is  determined  to  allow  her  to 
close,  this  vessel,  in  order  to  return  the  fire,  must  allow  her  to  approach  nearly 
on  the  beam,  thus  giving  her  the  opportunity  to  act  as  a  ram  with  great  eSbct. 
This  would  have  been  the  difficulty  had  a  second  encounter  taken  place  with 
the  Merrimack.  It  was  rumored,  and  generally  believed,  that  she  had  been  pro- 
vided with  a  gun  firing  directly  ahead,  also  with  a  ram,  adjusted  to  pierce  this 
vessel  below  the  water.  In  eiUier  case  of  closing,  this  vessel  would  nave  been 
unable  to  return  tbe  fire  without  laying  herself  open  to  the  ram. 

If  the  power  existed  of  fighting  her  "  bead-on,"  tbe  side  armor  would  be  almost 
completely  protected,  and  Uie  turret  would  protect  the  most  vulnerable  parts  of 
btr  deck.  For  these  reasons,  it  is  essential  that  tbe  lookout  and  steering  appa- 
ratus shall  be  placed  on  top  of  the  turret. 

Except  in  case  of  great  necessity,  sucb  as  being  at  anchor  in  a  tideway,  and 
boats  or  steamers  sbonld  come  up  astern  for  the  purpose  of  boarding,  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  fire  aft  at  &  greater  angle  Uum  50°.     The  efiw  of  firing 
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over  tbe  boilers  is  very  great,  aaS  eereral  ^nccessive  firea  would  undoubtedly 
set  tbem  leaking,  if  notbing  worse  happened. 

The  bomb-proof  amokeatack,  at  least  as  high  as  the  gnus,  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Her  military  forcfl  is  greatly  diminished  by  inability  to  fire,  or  mther  to 
run  out,  both  guns  at  once.  The  time  lost  in  raising  the  pendulum  and  in  mn- 
ning  ont  the  second  gun  often  loses  the  favorable  position,  besides  giving  tbe 
enemy  better  opportunities  for  getting  shot  into  the  ports. 

The  ports  have  not  sufficient  elevation  to  allow  tne  gnns  to  be  pointed  at  a 
battery  placed  on  an  eminence  without  losing  all  the  advantages  of  an  iron-clad 
vessel ;  that  is,  proximity  to  the  battery,  in  order  certainly  to  bit  and  dismotmt 
the  gans. 

The  preceding  defects  are  most  of  them  irremediable,  as  far  as  the  vessel  ii 
concerned,  until  she  shall  undergo  a  general  repair.  Bat  a  new  and  most  im- 
portant defect  has  developed  itself  with  the  wann  weather,  which  demands 
immediate  attention.  It  is  essential  that  some  other  mode  of  ventilation  sbsll 
be  provided,  not  derived  from  the  air-passage  through  the  fire-room.  When 
the  weather  was  cold  it  was  quite  warm  below,  but  no  inconvenience  was  felt 
other  than  the  impnrity  of  the  air  passing  up  through  tbe  turret;  butt  with  tbe 
heat  of  the  last  ten  days,  tbe  air  stood  at  140°  in  the  tnnet  when  in  action, 
which,  when  added  to  the  gases  of  the  gunpowder  and  smoke,  gases  from  tbe 
fire-room,  smolce  and  heat  of  the  illuminating  lamps,  and  emanations  &om  the 
large  number  of  persons  stationed  below,  produced  a  most  fetid  atmospbeie. 
causing  an  alarming  degree  of  exhaustion  and  prostration  of  the  crew.  In  the 
action  at  Drew's  Bluff,  I  was  obliged  to  discontinue  the  action  -for  a  quartet  of 
an  hour  and  take  tbe  men  below  to  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  for  pnrer  air. 

The  vessel  cannot  go  to  sea  until  this  defect  is  remedied.  If  tbe  batches 
were  all  closed  (as  they  must  be  at  sea]  in  this  warm  weather,  the  crew  would 
be  unable  to  live  for  forty-eight  hours  shut  up.  Quite  one-third  of  tbe  ere* 
are  now  suffering  from  debility ;  there  being  no  shelter  on  deck,  they  have  V> 
keep  below  to  avoid  sharptihooters. 

Some  modification  of  the  galley  must  also  be  made.  Several  men  have 
already  literally  wiltrd  down  by  the  intense  heat  of  its  position  against  the  rear 
end  of  the  boiler.  Although  not  bearing  on  this  vessel,  yet  I  mention  a  fiict  of 
■  importance.  I  understand  that  in  some  of  the  new  vessels  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  air  down  through  tbe  turret.  This  would,  I  conceive,  be  a  fatal  uus- 
take ;  when  firing  to  wiudword,  there  is  already  a  great  deal  of  smoke  in  the 
turret — quite  as  much  as  can  clear  away  by  the  time  the  next  shot  can  be  fired— 
and,  if  the  draught  were  downward,  eucb  a  body  of  smoke  would  fill  the  tuiret 
as  to  prevent  the  aim  for  several  minutes. 

There  are  several  defective  details  about  tbe  engine,  particularly  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  blowera,  which  can  be  readily  altered  at  a  marfaine  ebop.  Either 
in  action  or  at  sea,  tbe  loss  of  tbe  vfssel  might  readily  be  caused  by  tbe^i/nr 
of  a  leather  belt.  In  fact,  coming  round  fi-om  New  York,  some  water  getting 
down  through  the  air  pipes,  and  wetting  the  belts,  caused  the  blowers  to  stop, 
and  the  gases  from  tbe  furnace  poured  into  tbe  fire-room,  driving  the  firemen 
and  engineers  out  and  nearly  asphyxiating  the  chief  engineer.  If  this  had 
occurred  in  action  the  vessel  must  have  been  sarrendered,  every  one  baving 
been  driven  on  deck. 

I  have  partially  corrected  tbe  evil  by  putting  a  blast-pipe  in  the  uptake,  to 
continue  the  draught  in  case  such  an  accident  should  occur  in  future.  There 
are  several  other  details  of  considerable  importance  which  I  do  not  enlai^  upon, 
as  they  are  provided  for  in  vessels  of  this  class  hereafter  to  be  constructed. 

The  opportune  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Hampton  Beads,  and  her  success  in 
staying  the  career  of  the  Merrimack,  principally  by  the  moral  effect  of  her 
commander's  gallant  interposition  between  tUot  vessel  and  the  Minnesota,  caused 
■n  exaggerated  confidence  to  be  entertained  by  tbe  public  in  tbe  powera  of  the 
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Monitor,  which  it  wu  not  ^od  policy  to  check.  I,  however,  feel  that  I  owe  it 
to  jon,  sir,  oa  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  and  to  the  department,  to  put  on 
record  my  deliberate  opinion  of  her  powers. 

Firit  With  her  present  ^ns,  she  cannot  engage  another  iron-plated  vessel 
of  good  constmction  with  advantage.  The  hall  has  not  sufficient  velocity  to 
penetnte,  and  must  rely  on  its  smashing  effects  only.  It  would  not  pene- 
trate, thongh  it  might  anatter,  an  inclined  side  of  four  (4)  inches,  well  backed 
with  wood,  or  o&r  own  vertical  side. 

Becood.  Although  she  manceuvreB  very  quickly,  her  apeed  is  not  six  knots  at 
I  Duximum.  She  must,  therefore,  as  against  a  vessel,  await  the  enemy's  plea- 
iare  to  dose,  and  is  much  trammelled,  as  herein  before  st«ted,  by  the  limitation 
of  the  field  of  fire  to  XSO"  of  the  360°. 

Third.  Am  a^ioat  a  fort :  If  she  is  permitted  to  approach  a  fort  witbio  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards,  aud  the  fort  is  not  above  her  reach,  she  has  sufficient 
endurance  to  stand  its  fire  until  she  can  dismount  its  gnna,  one  by  one ;  or,  if 
one  of  our  misonry-casemated  works,  quarry  a  hole  into  the  face  of  the  w^U 
Datil  it  tumbled  down  by  the  superincumbent  weight.  The  reduction  of  forta 
by  a  vessel  of  thia  class,  alone  reqn ires  the  concarrence  of  many  favorable  con- 
tingencies. She  must  be  able  to  approach  close  to  it,  on  nearly  the  same  level ; 
otherwise,  the  fire  is  sot  sufficient  in  either  accuracy  or  rapidity  to  dismount 
gaiu  or  drive  the  gunners  to  their  bomb-pioof  shelter.  It  is  evident  that  the 
gnni  tu  embrasure  or  casemate  can  be  loaued  quite  as  quickly  as  in  the  turret,  and 
with  entire  impunity,  while  the  turret  guns  are  turned  away  for  loading.  Thia 
gan  can  theu  be  carefully  aimed  at  position  of  the  ports,  and  fired,  when  the 
turret  revolves,  so  as  to  expoM  the  pott,  giving,  at  least,  e^ual  chances  of  dis- 
■blmg  the  turret  gun.  After  we  dtliver  oar  fire,  if  we  do  not  dismount  the 
gun,  they  reload  without  risk  tor  another  trial.  It  is,  of  coarse,  always  to  be 
preeamtd  that  the  crew  of  an  iron-clad  vessel  is  composed  of  picked  men,  while 
■11  the  forla  cannot  be  provided  with  such  gunners,  nor  with  guns  of  heavy 
caUbre. 

Fourth.  She  can  mn  by  any.  fortification  now  in  existence,  being,  in  my 
opbion,  invulnerable  to  shot  of  eight-inch  and  lower  calibres.  The  chances  of 
hitting,  with  monster  calibres,  are  so  small  as  scarcely  to  be  taken  into  account. 

FifUi.  A.  solid  shot,  of  ten-inch  and  higher  calibres,  fired  with  heavy  charges, 
(triking  near  the  same  spot  half  a  dozen  times  at  short  ranges,  would  dislocate 
the  tturet  plates,  drive  in  fragments,  and  end  by  coming  through. 

Sixth.  That  she  requires  very  considerable  changes  in  the  mode  of  ventila- 
tion, during  action,  to  enable  her  to  be  fought  in  warm  weather,  and  that  it  la 
imposxible  that  she  should  go  to  sea  until  these  changes  have  been  made. 

Notwithstanding  the  recent  battle  in  Uampton  Roads,  and  the  exploits  of  the 
pUtcd  gunboats  in  the  western  rivers,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  jprotecting  the 
guns  and  gunners  does  not,  except  in  special  cases,  compensate  lor  the  greatly 
diminished  quantity  of  artillery,  slow  speed,  and  inferior  accuracy  of  fire,  and 
that,  for  general  purposes,  wooden  ships,  shell  guns,  and  forts,  whether  for 
ofience  or  defence,  nave  not  yet  been  superseded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 
tiittUatanl,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  OOLDSBOROUOH, 

CoMnutnding  North  Allamtie  Blockading  Squadrm. 
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Pauage  of  the  New  IroMtida  to  Hampton  Roadt. 

Unitbd  States  New  iKOKeiDBS, 

HampttM  Road*,  Atigutt  27,  186S. 

Bia  :  I  have  tlin  honor  to  inform  jon  of  mj  arriTal  here,  after  s  psHsge  of 
tweiity-fonr  faoure  from  Deldware  breakwater.  Fortunately,  I  could  notluiTe 
•elected  a  more  favorable  moment  to  come  oat,  as  the  aea  faaa  been  smooth  and 
the  wind  very  light. 

Aa  a  matter  of  course,  it  contd  be  hardly  expected  that  a  very  favorable 
report  could  be  made  upon  the  first  performance  of  go  novel  a  Teasel,  despatched 
with  such  unprecedentM  haste  as  this  was  from  Philadelphia. 

I  think,  con Bidering.erery thing,  there  is  much  less  to  do,  to  alter  and  repair, 
than  conld  have  been  antjcipel^d,  after  the  trial  of  such  a  vessel,  construeled 
aud  equipped  as  the  New  Iruasides  has  been. 

It  is  bnt  just  to  the  contractors  to  Gtate  that  they  have  done  all  they  could, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  make  everything  complete. 

The  ship  has  made  an  average,  from  the  breakwater,  of  about  five  and  a  quarter 
knots.  Any  attempt  to  increase  her  speed  beyond  that  (which  was  done  eevenl 
times,  and  ensily  done)  rendered  her  unmanageable  by  the  helm.  The  mddet 
must  be  altered,  which  can  be  easily  done,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary.in  aj 
judgment,  that  her  masts  and  spars  be  returned  to  her.  Without  them,  nothing 
can  be  done  wiih  the  ship  in  a  gale  of  wind.  She  would  be  utterly  unmanage- 
able ;  she  could  not  be  kept  head  to  sea,  nor  could  I  scud  her — the  consequence 
would  be  she  would  be  constantly  in  the  trongh  of  the  sea,  and  her  decks  woold 
be  swept,  bulwarks,  boats,  and  everything.  I  hope  the  honorable  Secretary 
may  be  pleased  to  direct  that  her  masts,  spars,  rigging,  and  sails  may  be  mdC 
from  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  possible.  Whilst  that  is  being  done,  the  contnct- 
ors  will  make  every  alteration  that  is  required  without  detaining  her  beyond 
that  time.  They  have  already  ordered  down  mechanics,  who  are  here  to  com- 
mence the  work  to  be  done. 

There  is  nothing  whatever  to  discourage  me  from  entertaining  the  highest 
hopes  of  the  perfect  snccess  of  the  New  Ironsides.  I  anticipated  great  slug- 
eisnness  in  her  movements  when  at  sea,  owing  to  the  mass  of  solid  weight  upon 
Eer.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  been  most  agreeably  disappointed;  she  is  li^t, 
active,  buoyant,  in  her  rolling  motion,  and  will,  I  think,  prove  a  good  sea-boaL 

Quite  a  leak  has  been  discovered  on  her  starboard  side,  which  will  have  to  be 
stopped,  and  there  are  several  small  matters  which  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as 
the  workmen  get  on  board. 

Tlie  galley  was  made  for  160  men,  the  complement  of  the  ship  originally 
intended.  There  are  now  four  hundred  on  board — none  too  many ;  consequently, 
my  crew  are  suffering  in  their  meals,  and  are  absolotely  living  upon  raw  beef 
and  pork,  in  a  measure,  which  has  produced  much  diarrhcea  on  board.  I  think 
it  may  be  necessary  to  send  a  galley  from  the  Washington  yard,  for  I  doubt  if 
these  persons  are  in  the  habit  of  constructing  galleys  to  accommodate  ao  many 


I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  that  a  vessel  last  night  ran  into  me  comingnp 
the  bay,  and  was  considerably  injured.  The  fault  was  all  their  own,  trying  to 
cross  my  bow. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TURNER,  Captan. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Whllbs, 

Secretary  i^tke  Navy. 
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Umtbd  States  Stbahbb  Nttw  Ironsidbs, 

Off  Fortreii  Monroe,   Virginia,  Aitg%it  87,  18C2. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  O.  J.  Pendergrast,  "to  proceed  in  the 
New  Iroiieides  as  far  oa  Fortreae  Monroe,  to  aee  to  the  working  of  the  engines, 
ud  to  report  npon  the  performance  of  the  machinery  in  all  respects,"  1  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  fblfoiring  report ; 

Tie  New  Ironsidefl  left  the  navy  yard  Bt  Philadelphia  on  the  afternoon  of 
Thmaday,  31st  instant,  drawing  fifteen  feet  six  inches  forward  and  fifteen  feet 
one  inch  aft;  engines  making  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  reTolntione — working 
well — and  none  of  the  jonm&ls  heating.  The  ship  was  anchored  off  League 
iilud  during  the  night  of  the  2Ist,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  on  the  22di 
the  engines  and  all  Uii'ir  appendages  penorming  excellently  well;  the  boilers 
■teaming  easily  with  natnral  dranght,  furnishing  steam  for  fifty-two  revolutions 
of  the  engines,     llie  greatest  speed  logged  was  seven  knots,  with  48.2  revo- 

iDtioDB. 

Oq  the  33d  the  ship  proceeded  down  the  river  and  bay  to  the  breakwater, 
the  engines  performing  well.  The  maximum  vacnnm  (of  the  fresh  water  enr- 
&ce  condenser)  obtained  was  twenty-six  inches. 

The  ship  left  her  anchorage  at  ttie  breakwater  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Sdtfa, 
ud  proceeded  to  sea,  making  the  run  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Henry  in 
twenty-fbar  honrs.  During  this  run  the  engines  were  not  worked  op  to  the 
mszimDm  development  of  Uieir  power  in  consequence  of  the  effect  on  the  steer- 
>Dg,  which  was  difficult,  uneven,  and  tortuous.  The  patent  log  gave  the  dis- 
tsoce  of  5.7  knots  from  six  p.  m.  of  the  SSth  to  four  a.  m.  of  the  26th,  (ten 
hontB,)  or  5j^  knots  per  hour  for  ten  hours. 

The  average  consumption  of  coal  per  hour  for  47.2  revolutions  per  minute 
WIS  3,123  pounds,  llie  average  cunsumption  of  coal  per  hour  for  50  revolu- 
tioDB  of  engines  per  minute  was  abont  3,200  poimds,  or  34  tons  640  pounds  per 
d>v  for  a  speed  of  about  six  knots  per  hour,  the  ship  drawing  fifteen  feet. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  a  more  favorable  result  will  be  produced  after 
the  firemen  have  had  more  experience  in  the  management  of  th?  fires. 

1  alio  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  steam  log  for  reference,  and  also  the 
indicator  diagrams. 

The  draught  of  the  ship  is  now,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  fifteen  feet 
forward  and  aft. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 
Chief  Engineer,  United  Stale*  Naoy. 

Hon.  GiDBON  WsLLgB, 

Secretary  g/"  the  Navy,  WaekingloM,  D.  C. 


Pottage  of  the  Pattaie  from  WathingUm  to  Hampton  Roadi. 

Unite!)  States  Ikon-clad  Passaic, 

Bampton  Roads,  December  26,  1862. 
SiB:  I  bare  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  my  vessel  at  this  place  to-day 
at  10  a.  m.  I  was  towed  from  Aquia  creek  by  the  steamer  Mount  Washiog- 
(on,  which  was  sent  from  Hampton  Roads  by  near- Admiral  Lee  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  engine  worked  very  well,  but  the  foaming  has  only  been  corrected 
lea  moderate  extent,  and  prevented  more  than  fifty  revolutions  to  be  made  per 
minute.  This  gave  a  speed,  while  alone  and  in  the  rivers,  of  from  four  and  a 
half  to  five  and  a  half  miles  per  hour,  depending  on  the  tide,  and  when  intme,. 
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making  forty  revolutions,  with  a  peifectlj  smooth  bay,  odIj  five  aod  a  hilf 
miles  an  honr  could  be  mode  from  Smith's  point  to  Hampton  Boads.  Ab  I 
doubt  much  our  ever  being  able  to  get  the  foil  nnmber  of  revolotione  of  which 
the  engine  is  HUpposed  to  be  cfpablo,  and,  even  eupporing  it  could  be  done,  >m 
eatisfied  that  it  will  not  add  more  than  a  mile  per  hour  to  the  speed,  I  think  it 
will  be  a  cause  of  disappointment  if  the  vessels  of  this  class  are  looked  upon  u 
more  than  steam-batteries,  to  be  towed  from  point  to  point  in  fine  weather,  and, 
in  my  case  at  least,  rendered  mnch  less  seaworthy  t£au  would  otherwise  hare 
been  the  case,  owing  to  the  great  error  in  the  calculation  of  draught,  which,  bj 
bringing  the  deck  almost  to  the  water,  not  only  takes  away  from  buoyancy,  but 
greatly  increases  the  difficulty  of  getting  coal  or  provisions,  except  in  very  ex- 
ceptional ctrcnmstancea. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  CaptaU. 
Hon.  GiPBON  Wbllbs, 

Stcrttary  of  the  Navy,-  WtukiMgtoH. 


Pauage  of  lie  Pastakjrom  Hampton  Roadi  to  Seat^ort.  ' 

United  States  Iron>clad  Passaic, 

BeoM/ort,  N.  C,  Janmarg  2,  1863. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  yesterday  at  five  p.  m.,hav- 
inglefl  Hampton  Roads  on  the  29th  ultimo  in  tow  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

The  weather  continued  fine  nntil  meridian  of  the  3Uth,  Cape  Eatteras  ligbt- 
honse  then  bearing  west,  and  having  averaged  np  to  that  Qme  five  miles  an 
hour,  we  carrying  twenty-seven  'pounds  of  steam. 

The  wind  now  commenced  freshening  from  the  SW.,  causing  the  vessd  to 
pitch  and  labor  a  good  deal,  and,  in  consequence,  to  make  water  rapidly  throush 
the  lower  part  of  the  turret  and  in  the  bow  where  the  armor  bulkhead  joins  vae 
main  body  of  the  vessel;  and  the  limbers  becoming  choked  under  the  bnilen, 
where  they  could  not  be  reached,  made  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing 
the  water  from  the  forward  part  into  the  ennne-room,  where  it  could  be  taken  up 
by  the  steam-pumps,  to  depend  on  a  hand  force-pump  and  buckets.  By  thi> 
means  the  water  was  kept  down  to  about  twelve  inches;  but  as  early  as  fonr 
o'clock  I  had  commencea  a  signal  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  stand  to  the  north- 
ward, satisfied  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  checking  the  Jxiw  leak  and  gene- 
ral strain.  There  being,  however,  a  sudden  change  in  Uie  weather,  I  determined 
to  hold  on.  The  change  being,  however,  only  temporary,  at  nine  and  a  half  p- 
m.  I  again  signaled  the  State  of  Georgia  to  run  for  a  lee  under  Hatteras,  which 
she  did. 

The  pumps  now  began  to  give  out,  owing  to  the  rise  of  water  washing  so 
mnch  dirt  into  the  bilge  as  to  choke  them,  and  in  consequence  the  engine-room 
would  not  be  kept  clear,  and  about  three  o'clock  the  water  was  within  three 
inches  of  the  fires,  some  of  which,  from  the  splashing,  were  actually  being  ex- 
tinguished. Fortunately,  when  a  little  more  delay  would  have  been  fatal,  the 
engineers  by  great  exertion  managed  to  get  all  the  pumps  in  order,  and  to  once 
more  clear  the  engine-room  floor,  which,  however,  was  on  several  occasions  after- 
wards covered  to  the  depth  of  some  inches,  owing  to  the  choking  of  the  limbera 
and  temporary  derangement  of  the  pumps. 

At  five  a.  m.  of  the  30th  the  wind  came  from  the  K.  NW.  Ab  I  was,  how- 
ever, now  Dearer  Hampton  Roads  than  Beaufort,  and  the  pumps  in  a  moBt  on- 
satisfactory  condition,  and  many  repairs  necessary,  I  determined  to  keep  on  to 
the  former  place;  bat  about  one  o'clock,  the  sea  again  getting  up.  I  found  it 
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nece^Miy,  to  check  the  increuing  leak  in  the  bow,  to  again  stand  to  tlie  south- 
ward. The  wind  continued  to  hlow  hard  all  night,  and  the  vessel  to  labor  con- 
eiderablj  and  moke  a  great  deal  of  water ;  hut  at  sunset  of  the  first  of  January 
I  was  off  Beaufort,  and,  fortunately,  finding  a  pilot  outside,  went  immediately 
in  and  anchored. 

During  the  heaviest  part  of  the  southwest  gale,  and  when  it  waa  evident  that 
samfthLng  must  be  done  to  relieve  the  thumping  forward,  I  threw  overboard 
tboDt  ten  tons  of  scrap  iron  and  thirty-two  pounder  shot,  which  was  under  my 
cabin,  and  this  I  should  not  consider  it  safe  to  put  back  so  long  as  the  vessel  is 
lisble  lo  be  agun  exposed  to  a  gale  of  wind,  which  I  do  not  think  even  then 
she  Tould  stand  for  anr  length  of  time,  supposing  the  wind  to  be  on  shore,  bo 
tliat  she  could  not  run  Defore  it  and  thus  avoid  the  enormous  strain  brought  on 


tie  hull,  in  a  heavy  sea,  by  the  guards  which  surround  it.  These,  with  the 
opening  round  the  turret,  wfll  prevent  these  veseela  from  ever  being  safe  at  sea. 
The  turret  might,  perhaps,  be  made  comparatively  tight  could  it  be  lowered  and 


hoisted  when  necessary,  but  the  means  afforded  are  totally  inadequate  for  this 
purpose,  and  all  my  exertions  to  get  the  key  out  at  a  time  whi-n  the  safety  of 
the  vessel  depended  on  it  to  a  certain  extent  failed,  which  it  is  not  difficult  to 
Dttderatand  when  it  is  considered  that  all  the  appliances  of  the  Washington  yard 
were  necessary  to  force  it  in  sufficiently  to  raise  the  turret  a  quarter  of  an  inch, 
~  i  this  only  after  the  work  of  half  a  day  or  more.     Another  great  cause  of 


tTooble  we  foand  to  be  the  very  incomplete  drainage,  the  only  means  of  com- 
mDnica^Dg  with  the  well  being  through  the  keel,  which  is  very  easily  stopped 
np,  as  is  proved  in  our  case,  and  when  so  in  many  places,  as  under  the  boilers. 


to  free  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  we  were  obliged  to  depend  on  a  hand- 
pump  and  bailing. 

The  chain  supplied  us  is,  I  think,  too  small  and  of  an  inferior  quality,  as 
mme  of  the  studs  have  already  broken  out,  and  this,  with  the  very  great  diffi- 
cnlty  there  would  be  to  clear  a  foul  anchor — an  accident  very  liable  to  occur, 
«nd  which  in  the  case  of  the  Monitor  delayed  her  leaving  Hampton  Roads — will, 
1  think,  render  these  vessels  reiy  liable  to  loss  if  ever  caught  by  bad  weather 
in  any  except  the  best  protected  harbors.  I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the 
ragioeer,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  some  time  will  be  required  to  repair 
■lamages  and  get  things  agwn  in  complete  order.  I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my 
power  lo  accomplish  these  objects.  Owing  in  a  great  measure  to  a  stormy 
weather  cloth,  which  increased  the  height  of  the  turret  three  feet,  very  little 
water  came  over  it ;  hut  that  caused  us  great  inconvenience  from  wetting  the 
hands  of  the  blower  engines,  which  were  made  so  slack  as  at  times  not  to  be 
able  to  tnm  the  blowers.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  form  of  the  vessel  aft,  the  rud- 
der has  no  power  except  through  the  water  thrown  on  it  by  the  propeller,  and 
then  only  wnen  it  is  going  at  full  speed;  when  the  engine  is  stowed  down  all 
means  of  direction  seem  to  cease.  This  might  become  serious  in  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, or  one  with  sharp  turns.  Accompanying  this  is  the  report  of  the  engineer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAITON,  Captai*. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  <if  the  Navy. 


Ukitbd  Statbs  Iron-clad  Steambr  Passaic, 

Of  Beaufort.  N.  C,  January  3,  1863. 
SiK :  When  we  left  Fortress  Monroe,  the  afternoon  of  the  S9th  Deceraber, 
the  engines  and  boilers  and  all  bilge  connexions  were  working  very  well,  and 
continued  so  until  December  30,  at  11.30  p.  m.     At  that  time  the  water  began 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 3  iiyGoOQlc 
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to  gain  in  fire-room.  The  bilee  injection,  bilge  pump  of  engines,  and  both 
Bteam  pumps  rcfiised  to  work.  Vfe  examined  them,  ana  found  the  Btnuner  inlo 
which  all  the  pipes  lead,  and  all  pipes,  completely  choked  np  with  ashes  and 
dirL  At  the  lime  the  sea  was  very  high  and  ah,  and  the  ship  was  leaking  badl; 
through  engineer's  storeroom.  The  strainer  being  so  low  and  having  no  cover, 
the  water  being  above,  the  dirt  was  by  motion  of  the  ship  carried  over  into  th* 


We  sncceeded  in  cleaning  bilge  injection  a  little,  bo  that  it  worked  very  irceg- 
nlarly  and  kept  the  water  from  gaining  much,  and  at  3.30  the  following  morn- 
ing we  had  everything  clear,  with  the  exception  of  one  pump,  and  we  foand 
steam  valve  of  that  broken,  and  of  course  rendered  unfit  for  service.  The 
water  now  commenced  going  down,  but  it  wuh  at  tbis  time  within  three  [3] 
inches  of  fires,  and  the  rolling  of  the  ship  carried  the  water  up  to  tbe  fires  and 
nearly  quenched  three  (3)  of  them. 

At  five  o'clock  the  water  was  down  below  fire-room  floor,  but  it  was  necessaiy 
to  keep  men  stationed  at  strainer  and  limber  holes  to  clean  them.  The  watrr 
did  on  several  occasions  afterwards  get  above  fire-room  fioora,  but  only  to  ihr 
height  of  altout  four  (4)  inches.  It  was  caused  by  tbe  limber  holes  stoppbg. 
They  are  very  poorly  constructed  and  are  not  sufficiently  large,  and  not  enough  nf 
them,  and  there  is  no  way  of  getting  at  those  between  boilera  and  turret  to  dent 
them  without  taking  out  the  coal. 

There  is  only  ooe  wuy  for  me  to  account  for  the  water  gaining  so  fast  aft. 
The  aea  being  direct  Hi^,  did  most  certainty  loosen  the  projection  astern,  and  1 
account  for  the  leak  being  forward  for  the  same  reiison. 
Respeclfuliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  BRIGHT,  Senior  Engineer. 

Captain  Pbrcival  Dbaytox, 

Commanding  Iron-clad  Steamer  Patiaic. 

Forwarded.  P.  DRAYTON.  Captain. 


Unitkd  Statb»  Iron-clad  Stbahbr  Passaic, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  January  2,  1863. 

Sir:  It  will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  interior  of  cylinder  air-pump  and 
condenser,  on  acconnt  of  using  bilge  injection  constantly  to  free  ship  of  water. 
A  large  amount  of  dirt  and  ashes  having  passed  through  the  engines,  I  am 
afraid  it  baa  done  considerable  damage.  There  will  have  to  be  a  larger  and 
better  strainer  made  for  the  bilge  pumps  and  injection,  as  the  one  we  have  i« 
perfectly  worthless ;  it  is  easily  stoppen  with  ashes,  &c.  It  was  the  cause  nf 
the  pumps  and  injection  refusing  to  work  and  the  water  gaining  in  the  engine- 
room.  Afl^r  great  exertions  we  did  clear  tbe  strainer  and  pipes  leading  to  it. 
and  then  the  water  was  within  three  (3)  inches  of  the  grate  bars. 

All  the  engine  and  steam  pumps  require  a  thorough  overhauling,  and  pipe? 
leading  to  same  need  repairing.  Tbe  engines  require  repacking  and  bra»»e:i 
need  thorough  overhauling.  The  fire-room  plates  should  be  firmly  secured  in 
their  places  to  prevent  dirt  and  ashes  from  going  in  the  bilge.  The  blowing 
and  Tscunm  engines  need  overhauling,  as  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything  tu 
them  on  our  passage  here. 

We  require  a  more  efficient  arrangement  for  raising  and  lowering  the  turr^t- 
The  one  we  have  is  too  light.  We  also  require  for  engine-room  hatch  a  new 
dead-light  plate,  as  the  sea  cracked  the  one  we  have  and  rendered  it  onfit  fm 
use.  I  would  like  to  have  steam  off  the  boilers  to  examine  them,  and  also  to 
make  some  new  joints  on  steam-pipes,  as  some  of  them  leak  very  badly. 


Gooylc 
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I  have  noticed  tint  whilst  at  aea,  a  great  quantity  of  water  comes  in  af 
ihrongh  the  engineer's  Btoreroom,  and  also  in  coal  bunkers.     It  Heema  to  comi 
from  the  projection  of  the  aides — atrained,  no  doubt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  BRIGHT,  Senior  Engineer. 
Captain  PBRCtVAL  Dbavton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Iron-clad  Steamer  Fattaic 

Ponrarded. 

PERCIVAL  DRAYTON. 


Lou  of  the  Monitor. 

Stpottcf  AeCme  R»ir-Jdimral  S.  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Flao-Stbambb  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roadt,  Va.,  January  3,  1863. 
Sir:  1  have  the  painful  duty  to  perform  of  reporting  the  loss  of  the  Monitor 
SI  sea,  south  of  Cape  Hatteras,  on  Tuesday  night,  the  30th  ultimo.     I  am  in- 
fonned  by  Commander  Armatrong  that  two  officers  and  twenty-eight  men  of  the 
KoQilor  and  Rhode  Island  were  drowned.     See  hie  report  enclosed. 

The  Passaic  ia  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina.  Boui  these  Tesaels  departed 
from  the  roads  in  good  weather.  I  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  their  commanders 
to  choose  the  weather  and  lime  of  their  departure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  JV.  A.  B.  Sqnadron. 

Hon.  GiDBOK  Wbllbs, 

I    Secretary  nf  the  Kavy. 


Second  rtporl  iff  AeUng  Rear-Adnind  S.  P.  Lte. 

United  States  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Road*,  Va.,  January  4,  1863. 

SiE :  I  submit  the  following  report,  baaed  on  the  reports  receiTcd  by  me  irom 
Commander  Bankhead,  of  the  Monitor,  and  Commander  Trenchard,  of  the 
Rhode  Island.  ••••••• 

Commander  J.  P.  Bankhead,  commanding  the  Monitor,  reports  to  me  that  he 
Itfi  the  roads  Monday,  29th  ultimo,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  with  light  southwest  wind, 
clear,  pleaaant  weather,  and  every  prospect  of  its  continuing  so.  At  6  p.  m.  he 
passed  Cape  Henry  ;  water  smooth,  and  everything  working  welt.  The  same 
good  weather  continued  during  the  night  and  until  A  a.  m.  on  Tuesday,  the  30th, 
when  the  Monitor  felt  a  swell  from  the  aouthward,  and  a,  slight  increase  of  wind 
from  ROathwest,  the  sea  breaking  over  the  pilot-house  and  striking  the  base  of 
the  tower  ;  speed  abont  five  knots.  Until  6  p.  m.  the  weather  waa  variable, 
■  ith  occasional  Bqualb  of  wind  and  rain,  with  less  swell  in  the  afternoon. 
Bilge  pamps  were  amply  aufficient  to  keep  her  free.  At  7  p.  m.  the  wind  hauled 
more  tn  the  southward,  increased  and  caused  sea  to  ri^e,  the  computed  position 
Wing  fifteen  miles  eonth  of  Gape  Hatteras.  At  this  time  the  Monitor  was 
rawing  and  towing  badly,  the  vessel  working  and  making  more  water ;  the 
Wortbin^on  pumps  were  eet  to  work  and  the  centrifugal  pumps  got  ready.  At 
S  p.  m.  the  sea  was  rising  rapidly,  (the  Monitor  plnnging  heavily,)  completely 
rabme^og  pilot-house,  and  at  times  entering  the  turret  and  blower  pipes.   Wh^C' 
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she  rose  to  the  swell,  the  flat  nnder  surface  of  the  projecting  amor  would  txiae 
down  with  great  force,  cnnsiDg  coneiderable  nhock  to  the  veseel.  Stopping  the 
Bhode  leland,  which  was  towing  her.  did  not  make  the  Monitor  ride  easier  or 
canee  her  to  make  lees  water,  as  she  would  then  fall  off  and  roll  heavilj  in  tlie 
trough  of  the  sea.  The  centrifngal  pnmp  was  at  length  started,  the  othen 
fUling  to  keep  the  water  down.  With  all  the  pumps  working  well,  the  water 
continned  rising,  and  at  10  p.  m.,  after  a  fair  trial  of  the  pumps,  and  the  water 
still  gaining  rapidly.  Commander  Dankhead  made  signal  of  distress,  cut  li>t 
hawser,  steamed  close  to  and  under  the  lee  of  the  Rhode  Island,  received  tvo 
boats  from  her  and  ordered  the  crew  of  the  Monitor  to  leare  her — a  dangeroiu 
operation,  as  the  tea  was  breaking  heavily  over  the  deck.  The  two  Teseelit 
toacbed,  and,  owing  to  the  sharp  bow  and  sides  of  the  Monitor,  the  Rbode 
Island  was  endangered  and  she  steamed  ahead  a  little.  At  11.30  p.  m.  the 
water  was  gaining  rapidly,  though  all  the  pumps  were  in  Aill  play,  the  engine 
working  slowly,  and  the  sea  breaking  badly  over  the  vessel,  making  it  dangerous 
to  leave  the  turret.  At  tbia  time  several  men  were  supposed  to  have  bren 
washed  overboard.  The  eneine  and  pomps  soon  ceased  to  work,  the  wsKt 
having  put  the  fire  out.  While  waiting  for  return  of  boats,  bailing  was  resorted 
to.  Ae  the  Monitor  was  now  laboring  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  Commander 
Bankhead  let  go  the  anchor,  which  brought  ber  head  to  sea.  The  vessel  filling 
rapidly,  Commander  Bankhead  ordered  the  twenty-five  or  thirty  men,  then  left 
on  board,  to  leave  in  the  boats  then  approaching  cautiously,  as  the  sea  vat 
breaking  violently  over  the  Monitor's  siibmerged  deck.  In  this  perilous  wwi- 
tion.  Commander  Bankhead  held  a  boat's  ptunter  until  as  many  men  could  get 
in  OS  the  boat  could  carry.  Some  men  left  in  the  turret,  terrified  by  the  peril. 
declined  to  come  down,  and  are  supposed  to  have  perished.    Commander  Bank- 


head  did  not  leave  his  vessel  so  long  as  he  could  do  anything  towards  saving 
his  crew,  in  which  efforts  he  was  ably  a    '      '  '      "  ■      -" 

officers  and  crew  of  the  Rhode  Island. 


his  crew,  in  which  efforts  he  was  ably  assisted  by  Commatider  Trencbard,  tLe 


When  the  crew  of  the  Monitor  was  mustered  on  board  the  Rhode  Island, 
four  officers  and  twelve  men  were  found  missing,  some  of  whom  it  is  lioptd 
were  picked  up  or  survived  the  gale  in  the  Rhode  Island's  boat.  A  list  of  the 
Monitor's  missing  is  enclosed  in  Commander  Bankhead's  r^pc^  of  the  3d 
instant,  accompanying  this  report ;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Weeks  suffered 
amputation  of  three  fingers,  his  hand  having  been  badly  jammed. 

Commander  Bankhead  speaks  warmly  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  with  but  few  esceptiona.  He  commends  particalarly  LicuKnant  Samuel 
a.  Greene,  bis  executive  officer,  and  Acting  Master  L.  N.  Slodder,  as  worthy 
of  all  praise.  He  warmly  praises  the  deportment  of  Acting  Master's  Male 
Peter  Williams,  and  Quartermaster  RicbarJ  Anjier;  the  latter  would  not  de^rt 
the  ship  until  his  commander  left. 

The  ofBcers  and  crew  lost  everything.  They  will,  the  latter  at  least,  doabt- 
leas  receive  appropriate  relief  from  the  government. 

Commander  Trencbard,  commanding  the  Rhode  Island,  with  the  Moniior  in 
tow,  left  on  Monday,  December  29,  at  3.30  p.  m.,  with  wind  light  from  &W.. 
sea  smooth,  and  weather  favorable  that  night,  and  next  day,  the  30tb,  the  Mmi- 
tor  towing  easily.  At  1  p.  m.  on  the  30tb,  Hatteras  light  bore  W.SW.,  distsnt 
14  miles  ;  at  sunset  it  bore  NW.,  distant  17  miles,  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
with  the  Passaic  in  tow,  to  the  northward  and  eastward ;  the  wind  was  iben 
light  from  SW.,  with  indications  of  good  weather.  Between  8  and  9  p.  m.  (he 
wind  hauled  more  to  the  southward,  and  ireshened  with  rainy  and  sqnsUy 
weather.  At  11  p.  m.,  when  20  miles  S.SW.  of  Hatteras,  the  Monitor  m»de 
signal  of  distress,  at  which  Commander  Trencbard  sent  his  two  largest  boati  to 
ber  assistance ;  one  of  them,  the  launch,  was  stove  under  the  quarter  of  ibe 
Rhode  Island  by  the  Monitor.  While  the  Monitor  was  in  that  position,  rop«± 
~verc  thrown  to  her  from  the  Rhode  Island ;  but  so  reluctant  was  the  crew  of 
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the  Uonitor  to  leave  the  Tessel  that  they  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
Inuity  to  Mre  thcmBelveB.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J).  R.  Brown,  of  the  Rhode 
Ifland,  twice  brought  that  Tesael's  first  cutter  full  of  men  from  the  Monitor ;  he 
■ttempted  a  third  trip,  probably  through  a  misunderstanding  of  orders,  and  did 
not  return,  though  waited  for  that  night,  and  searched  for  next  day,  the  Slat. 
There  is  rooti  to  hope  that  this  boat,  with  ita  crew,  and  probably  with  some  of 
the  missing  Monitor's  men,  survived  the  gale.  CommandeT  T^nchaxd  com- 
nieods  the  skill  and  good  conduct  of  Acting  Maatei'e  Mates  D.  R.  Brown  and 
Stevene,  of  D.  T.  Compton,  cockswain,  and  the  missing  crew  of  the  cntter,  a  list 
of  vhich  is  enclosed  in  Commander  Trenchard'e  report  of  January  3,  accom- 
panying this. 

1  hope  that  the  dependent  families  of  the  dead  will  receive  the  relief  needed 
by  their  losses,  and  the  faithful  sarvivore  the  considemtion  deserved  for  their 
good  conduct.  •••••♦*• 

Herewith  I  forward — 

(A.)  Report  of  Commander  J.  C.  Bankhead  (late  of  the  Monitor)  to  Acting 
Bfar-Admiral  Lee,  dated  Januarys,  and  enclosing  {1)  hie  detailed  report  of 
Jannary  I ;  (2)  the  report  of  his  senior  engineer ;  (3)  lut  of  missing. 

(B.)  Report  of  Commander  Trencliard  (commanding  the  Rhode  Island)  to 
Acting  R^r- Admiral  Lee,  dated  January  3,  and  enclosing  (1)  list  of  missing. 

(C.)  Report  of  Commander  J.  F.  Armstrong  (commanding  the  State  of 
GtoTpti)  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  dated  January  3. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral.  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqitadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waih**gton,  D.  C. 


Report  Iff  Commander  J.  P.  Bankiead. 

United  States  Steamer  Rhodb  Island, 
Hampton  Road*,  January  3,  18 
SiB:  I  regret  to  havetorejort  to  you  that  the  United  States  iron-clad  st 
Uonitor  foundered  at  sea  at  about  I  a.  m.  of  the  31et  day  of  December,  186S. 
with  a  loss  of  fonr  officers  and  twelve  men  misaing,  some  of  whom  may  possibly 
hare  been  saved.  I  enclose  herewith  a  detailed  account  of  the  loss  of  the  ves- 
sel, with  the  probable  cause,  the  report  of  the  senior  en^neer,  and  a  list  of  the 
men  and  officers  missing. 

Reapectftillyi  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD. 
Commander  United  Statet  Steamer  Monitor- 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Leb, 

(^mntanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadron. 


United  States  Stbambr  Rhode  Island, 

January  1,  1863. 
Sib:  I  faave  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Monitor  leit  Hampton  Roads, 
in  tow  of  the  United  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1662,  *t  2.30  p.  m.,  wind  light  at  8W.,  weather  clear  and  pleasant,  and  ereiiy 
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prospect  of  its  continuation.  Faseed  Cape  Henry  at  6  p.  m.;  water  emooUi,  and 
everything  working  well. 

Daring  the  night  the  weather  continued  the  same  until  5  a.  m.,  when  we  began 
to  experience  a  swell  from  the  southward,  with  a  eligbt  increase  of  the  wind  frriin 
the  8W.,  the  sea  breaking  over  the  pilot-house  forward  and  striking  the  base  of 
the  "  tower,"  hut  not  with  sufficient  force  to  break  over  it.  Found  that  the  pack- 
ing of  oakum  under  and  around  the  base  of  the  tower  had  loosened  somewhat 
from  the  working  of  the  tower,  as  the  vessel  pitched  and  rolled.  Speed  at  (l)i& 
time  about  five  knots ;  ascertained  from  the  engineer  of  the  watch  that  the  bilge 
pnmpa  kept  her  perfectly  free,  occasionally  "  sucking."  Felt  no  appreheosion 
at  the  time.  The  weather  during  the  davt  and  until  6  p.  m.,  was  variable,  wiih 
occasional  aqualls  of  wind  and  rain,  and  towards  evening  the  swell  somewhaL 
decreased,  the  bilge  pumps  being  found  amply  sufficient  to  keep  her  clear  of  th« 
water  that  penetrated  through  the  sight-hole  of  the  pilot-house,  hawser-hole, and 
base  of  tower,  (all  of  which  had  been  well  calked  previous  to  leaving.)  At 
7.30  the  wind  hauled  more  to  the  south,  increasing  in  strength,  and  causing  the 
sea  to  rise.  Computed  position  at  this  time  about  15  miles  south  of  Gape  ilat- 
teras  shoals.  Found  the  vessel  towed  badly,  yawing  very  much,  and  with  the 
increased  motion  making  somewhat  more  water  around  the  base  of  the  tower. 
Ordered  engineer  to  pnt  on  the  Worthington  pump  bilge  injection,  and  get  the 
centrifugal  pump  reaay,  and  report  to  me  immediately  if  he  perceived  any  in- 
crease of  the  water.  8  p.  in.:  the  sea  about  this  time  commenced  to  rise  very 
rapidly,  causing  the  vessel  to  plunge  heavily,  completely  submerging  the  pilot- 
house, and  wasning  over  and  into  Die  turret,  and  at  times  into  the  blower  pipet. 
Observed  that  when  she  rose  to  the  swell,  the  flat  under  surface  of  the  projecting 
armor  woold  come  down  with  great  force,  causing  a  considerable  shock  to  the 
vessel  and  turret,  thereby  loosening  still  more  the  packing  around  its  ba*e. 
Signalized  several  times  to  the  Rhode  Island  to  stop,  in  order  that  I  might  as- 
certain if,  by  so  doing,  she  would  ride  easier,  or  decrease  the  infiux  of  water, 
but  could  perceive  no  difference,  the  vessel  falling  off  immediately  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea  and'  rolling  heavily.  The  engineer  at  this  time  reported  thai 
it  would  be  necessary  to  start  the  centrifugal  pun^i,  as  the  others  failed  to  keep 
the  w^ter  under.  Ordered  him  to  do  so  immediately,  and  report  to  me  the 
effect.  Sea  continued  to  rise,  the  vessel  striking  heavily  forward.  The  engi- 
neer reported  that  the  pumps  were  all  working  well,  but  produced  no  effect  upon 
the  water,  which  by  this  time  had  risen  several  inches  above  the  level  of  the 
engine-room  floor. 

About  10.30  p.  m.,  having  given  the  ptunps  a  fair  trial,  and  finding  the  water 
gaining  rapidly  upon  us,  I  determined  to  make  the  preconcerted  signal  of  dit- 
tress,  which  was  immediately  answered  by  the  Rhode  Island.  I  ranged  up  close 
to  her  and  reported  that  the  water  was  gaining  rapidly  upon  us,  and  requested 
her  commanaer  to  send  boats  to  take  off  the  crew.  Finding  that  the  heavy 
stream-cable  used  to  tow  the  Monitor  rendered  the  vessel  unmanageable  while 
hanging  slack  to  her  bow,  and  being  under  the  absolute  necessity  of  working 
the  engines  to  keep  the  pumps  going,  I  ordered  it  to  be  cut,  and  ran  down  clo»e 
under  the  lee  of  the  Rhode  Island,  at  times  almost  touching  her.  Water  con- 
tinued to  gain  upon  the  pumps,  and  was  now  above  the"aeh-pits."  Two  boaij 
reached  us  from  the  Rhode  Island,  when  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Greeu  to  put  as 
many  men  into  them  as  they  could  safely  carry.  While  getting  the  men  into 
the  boats  {a  very  dangerous  operation,  caused  by  the  heavy  sea  breaking  entirely 
over  the  deck)  the  vessels  touched  slightly,  nearly  crushing  the  boat,  and  endan- 
gering the  Rhode  Island  herself,  ae  our  sharp  bow  and  sides  would  undoubtedt; 
have  stove  her  uear  the  water's  edge  had  she  struck  upon  us  heavily.  The 
Rhode  Island  steamed  slightly  ahead,  and  the  vessels  separated  a  short  distance. 
At  11.30,  my  engines  working  slowly,  and  all  the  pumps  in  full  play,  but  water 
gaining  rapidly  ;  sea  very  heavy,  and  breaking  entirely  over  the  vessel,  render- 
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iof  it  extremly  hazardoos  to  leave  the  tnrret;  in  fact,  Bererol  men  were  aup- 
po»ed  to  have  been  washed  overboard  at  this  time. 

While  waiting  for  the  boats  to  return,  the  engineer  reported  that  the  engines  . 
had  ceased  to  work,  and  shortly  after  all  the  pamps  stopped  also,  the  water 
putting  ont  thefiree,  and  leaving  no  presanre  of  ateam.  A  bailing  party  had 
Deen  previously  0T^;anized,  not  so  mucn  with  any  hope  of  diminishing  the  water, 
bat  more  as  an  occupation  for  the  men.  The  engine  being  stopped,  and  no 
longer  able  to  keep  the  vesBel  head  to  eca,  she  having  fallen  off  into  the  trough 
and  rolling  bo  heavily  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  boats  to  approach  us,  I  or- 
dered the  anchor  to  be  let  go  and  all  the  chain  given  her,  in  hopes  that  it  might 
briae  her  up.  Fortunately  it  did  bo,  and  she  once  more  swung  round,  head  to 
vinoL  By  this  time,  finding  the  vessel  filling  rapidly,  and  the  deck  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  I  ordered  all  the  men  left  on  board  to  leave  the  turret  and  en- 
dearor  to  get  into  the  two  boats  which  were  then  approaching  ub.  I  think  at 
that  time  tuere  were  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  on  hoard.  The  boats  ap- 
proached very  cautiously,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  upon  our  now  submerged 
deck  with  great  violence,  washing  several  men  overboard,  one  of  whom  was 
sfterwards  picked  up  by  the  boais.  I  secured  the  painter  of  one  of  the  boats, 
(vhich,  by  the  nee  of  its  oars,  was  prevented  from  striking  the  side,]  and  made 
M  many  get  into  her  as  she  would  safely  hold  in  the  heavy  sea  that  was  running. 
There  were  several  men  still  left  upon  and  in  the  turret,  who,  either  stupefied 
by  fear,  or  fearinl  of  being  washed  overboard  in  the  attempt  to  reach  t^e  hoats, 
Toold  not  come  down,  and  are  supposed  to  have  gone  down  in  the  vessel.  Feel- 
ing that  I  had  done  everything  in  ray  power  to  save  the  vcBsel  and  crew,  I 
jumped  into  the  already  deeply-laden  boat  and  left  the  Monitor,  whose  heavy, 
«laggiah  motion  gave  evidence  that  she  could  float  but  a  short  time  longer. 
Shortly  after  we  reached  the  Rhode  Island  she  disappeared. 

I  nmst  testify  to  the  untiring  efforts  and  zeal  displayed  by  Captain  Trenchord 
ud  bis  officers  in  their  attempta  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the  Monitor.  Il  was  an 
extremely  bazardons  undertaking,  rendered  particularly  so  by  the  heavy  sea  and 
the  difficulty  in  approaching  the  Monitor. 

While  regretting  those  that  were  lost,  it  is  still  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
90  many  were  saved  under  the  circumstances.  There  is  some  reason  to  hope 
that  a  boat,  which  is  still  missing,  may  hikve  succeeded  in  saving  those  left  on 
board,  or  may  have  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  vessel  in  time  to  have  picked  up 
Mine  of  them  as  she  went  down.  Upon  mustering  the  officers  and  crew  on 
board  the  Rhode  Island,  four  officers  and  twelve  men  were  found  to  be  missing, 
a  list  of  whom  I  herewith  enclose,  as  well  as  the  report  of  Second  Assistant 
Eogiaeer  Watters,  acting  chief  engineer. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Monitor  mnst  have  Bpmng  a  leak  some- 
irhere  in  the  forward  part,  where  the  hull  joins  on  to  the  armor,  and  that  it  was 
camed  by  the  heavy  shocks  received  as  she  came  down  upon  the  sea. 

The  bilge  pumps  alone,  up  to  7  p.  m,,  had  easily  kept  her  free,  and  when  we 
find  that  alt  her  pnmps  a  short  time  after,  with  a  minimum  capacity  of  2,000 
gallons  per  minute,  not  only  failed  to  diminish  the  water,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
made  no  perceptible  change  in  its  gradual  incieaee,  we  must  come  to  the  con- 
cloaion  that  there  are,  at  least,  good  grounds  for  my  opinion. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  must  lestif)'  to  the  coolness,  prompt  obedience, 
and  absence  of  any  iipproach  to  panic  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  and  with  but 
few  exceptions  on  that  of  the  crow,  many  of  whom  were  at  sea  for  the  first  time, 
and  lit  must  be  admitted)  under  circumstances  that  were  well  calculated  to  ap- 
pal'the  boldest  heart.  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  admiral  and 
of  the  department  to  the  particular  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Greene  and  Acting 
Master  L.  N.  Stodder,  who  remained  with  me  until  the  last,  and  by  thctr  ex- 
ample and  bearing  did  mocb  towards  inspiring  confidence  and  obedience  on  the 

■ogle 
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SKrt  of  others.  I  must  also  mentioD  favorably  Acting  Master's  Hate  Peter  Wjl- 
ams,  and  Richard  Anjier,  quartermaater,  who  both  showed  on  that  occuion 
the  highest  qualities  of  men  and  seamen.  The  latter  remained  at  hie  post,  at 
the  wheel,  when  the  vessel  was  sinking,  and  when  told  by  me  to  get  into  tbe 
boat,  rephed,  "No,  sir,  not  till  yon  go." 

The  officers  and  crew  have  lost  everything  but  tbe  clothes  they  wore  at  tbe 
time  they  were  rescued. 

There  were  no  serions  injuries  received,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  At- 
sietant  Surgeon  G.  M.  Weeks,  who  jammed  his  hand  so  badly  as  to  require  a 
partial  amputation  of  several  of  his  fingers. 

Every  attention  and  kindness  has  been  shown  to  aa  by  Captain  Treuchard 
and  his  officers,  to  whom  wc  all  feel  deeply  gratefnl. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD,  CommandrT. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  9.  P.  Lbb, 

Comnumding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Bepoit  qT  Jotrph  Walleri,  meond  aautant  aiginta: 

Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Rhodr  Island, 

At  ua,  January  1,  1S63. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  engines  and  pQcn)>> 
connected  with  the  engineer's  department  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  Moni- 
tor on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  December,  1862.  Between  the  hours  of  8  and 
9  p.  m,  of  that  evening  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Bankhead  to  eiamin* 
and  have  ready  for  use  all  pumps  connected  with  the  engineer's  department; 
an  order  which  I  promptly  obeyed. 

I  immediately  went  in  the  engine-room,  and  found  the  bilge  pump  coonecied 
with  the  main  engine  in  good  condition  and  working  well,  as  it  had  been  daring 
tbe  day.  I  had  the  discharge-pipe  of  the  centrifugal  pump  connected  to  iU 
proper  place,  and  all  ready  for  nse,  and  before  leaving  the  engine-room  I  gave 
orders  to  Mr.  Hands,  the  engineer  then  on  duty,  in  case  the  water  should  in 
crease  to  let  me  know,  and  at  the  same  time  to  start  the  Worthington  pump. 
aud  use  the  bilge  injection.  I  then  left  tbe  engine-room,  and  reported  to  Cap- 
tain Bankhead  that  all  pumps  were  ready  for  use.  In  a  few  minutes  I  relumed 
to  the  engine-room  again,  and  found  the  water  about  one  inch  deep  on  the  en- 
gine-room door.  The  Worthington  pnmp  and  bilge  injection  at  tiiat  time  wen 
both  in  use.  1  remained  in  the  engine-room,  and  finding  that  the  water  did  nit 
decrease,  I  had  the  centrifugal  pnmp  started.  It  worked  well  and  constant,  but 
still  the  water  increased.  I  reported  to  Captain  Bankhead  that  I  would  have  to 
reduce  the  speed  of  the  main  engines  in  order  to  save  steam  for  the  use  of  tbe 
Worthington  and  centrifugal  pumps.  The  ash-pits  at  that  time  were  more  tban 
half  full  of  water,  allowing  but  very  little  air  to  reach  the  fires.  At  the  same 
time  the  blowers,  used  for  producing  a  current  of  air  to  the  fires,  were  throwing 
a  great  amonut  of  water.  The  speed  of  the  main  engines  was  reduced,  but  still 
the  pressure  of  steam  decreased,  and  the  amount  of  water  in  the  ship  increased, 
until  it  reached  the  fires  and  gradually  extinguished  them.  The  pressure  of 
Bteam  in  the  boilers  at  that  time  was  five  pounds  per  square  iuch,  and  tbe 
main  engine  stopped;  the  Worthington  and  centrifugal  pumps  still  working 
slowly,  but  finally  stopped. 

I  reported  the  cireumstances  to  Captain  Bankhead.  A  few  minutes  later  I 
received  an  order  to  leave  the  engine-room,  and  proceed  to  get  in  the  boats.    It 
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wu  then  between  tbe  hoon  of  12  p.  m.  (md  1  a.  m.,  and  the  fires  nearly  ez 
tiagnuhed. 

I  am,  sir,  toy  reepectfdllT,  ronn,  &c., 

JOSEPH  WATTER8, 
Second  AtsUtant  Engineer,  UniUd  State*  Steamer  Monitor. 

ConiQuuider  Bankhbao, 

United  Suuei  Steamer  Monitor. 


The  Mien  and  AuB  qf  the  Galena. 

Unitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 
O^  Newport  Newt,  Pa.,  January  14,  1863. 
Prerions  to  ordering  a  earrej  on  tbe  boilera  of  the  Galena,  as  directed  by  the 

dcputment  under  date  of ■ ,  I  called  on  Lieutenant  CommandeT  Paulding 

for  a  report,  and  have  tbe  pleaeare  of  informing  the  department  that  no  survey 
uoecessaiy. 

The  Galeaa's  boiler  and  machinery  ate  in  good  order,  as  will  appear  from  the 
eocloeed  copy  of  reporta,  dated  the  12th  instant,  (which  were  called  for  yester- 
day, and  received  last  evening,)  &om  Lieutenant  Commander  Panlding  and  tbe 
engineer  of  the  Galena. 

I  regret  having  referred  to  Captain  Turner's  verbal  report  without  having  first 
made  this  inveatigation.  In  this  connexion  I  beg  to  observe  that,in  desiring  to  have 
another  irou-clad  here,  I  wished  to  secoie  this  position,  and  to  leave  myself  at 
liberty  to  visit  the  outside  blockade  with  this  vessel. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  tar,  very  respectfully,  yonis, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aeting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Htm.  GlDBUN  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waehington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

Newport  Newt,  January  12,  1863. 
SiB:    I   have  the  honor   to  enclose  the  report  of  Acting   Firat   Assiatant 
Eiuineer  Jamee  E.  Young  respecting  the  boilers  and  engine  of  this  vessel. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  engines  and  boilers  of  this  vessel  are  in  almost 
perfect  condition.  Her  battery  is  also  perfect,  and  the  only  defect  in  the  vessel 
id  on  the  port  side,  which  was  serioiiBly  damaged  in  her  engagements  on  the 
James  river. 

Very  reipectAiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEONARD  PAULDING, 

Lientenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

United  State*  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota. 

A  true  copy.  

F.  R.  WEBB,  Acting  Eniign. 
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United  Statbs  Stbambr  Oalbna, 

January  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  la  obedience  to  yonr  order,  I  berewith  report  to  70a  the  condiljon  of  tlie 
engiaee  and  boilers  of  tbia  snip. 

The  exhauBt-pipe  of  the  etarboard  engine,  which  is  cast  iron,  is  split  about 
three  f^et  of  its  length.  We  have  banded  it  with  six  wrought-irou  strap!!',  it  is 
now  stronger  than  it  was  before  the  accident.  The  engines,  in  my  opinion,  txt 
in  as  good  working  order  as  when  the  ship  sailed  from  New  York.  In  mr  re- 
port of  the  24th  December  I  stated  that  the  shells  of  the  boilers  were  leaking, 
and  that  serions  injnry  would  resnlt  on  account  of  the  salt  accnmulating  on  iht 
iron  below  the  leaks.  We  have  repaired  all  the  leaks  that  could  be  reached, 
and  there  are  at  present  none  remaining  of  any  consequence.  FouroftbetnbeB(lwo 
in  each  boiler)  have  given  out  at  the  ends,  which  we  have  secnrelj  plugged  np. 
I  consider  the  boilers  in  good  order,  and  reqnire  no  immediat«  repairs. 
Very  respectfnllr,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  Q.  YOUNG, 
Acting  IH  Auittant  Engineer  V.  S.  S. 
Lient  Commander  Leonard  Paulding, 

Commanding  United  Stale*  Steamer  Qalena. 
A  tme  copy. 

F.  R.  WEBB,  Acting  Etign. 


The  Weehawken  in  a  gale. 
[RMMived  at  WaaUogtoD,  D.  C,  Januarr  9S,  1663.] 

U.  S.  HlLITARy  TeLBORAPH, 

Newport  Newi,  Janttary  22,  1863. 
The  Weehawken  anchored  off  the  Horseshoe  last  night;  weather  foggy.  She 
wants  her  centrifugal  pump  and  some  oakum  calking  around  deck  openings; 
all  right  otherwiBC.  She  encountered  the  heavy  gale  of  Tuesday  night  off 
Chincoteague.  Bodgera  declined  being  towed  during  the  worst  of  the  gale,  lo 
which  be  and  Case  attribute  the  Weehawken's  safety.  No  news  of  tbe  Nahaot; 
I  BuppoBe  she  is  at  the  breakwater.  The  Iroquois  wants  repairs  which  will 
take  five  days  here. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Squadron. 
Hon.  6tD80N  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Detailed  report  qfthepauage  of  the  Weehawken  to  Samplon  Roadt. 

U.  S.  Iron-clad  Wbbhawkbn, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  January  86,  1863. 
Sir  j  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  18tb  instant,  while  lying  in  Ne« 
York  harbor,  the  Boardman,  side-wheel  tag,  came  alongside  to  tow  us  to  tiM 
Chesapeake,  whereupon  we  immediately  got  under  way  for  aea. 

When  just  outside  of  the  Hook,  the  wind  suddenly  chopped  round  to  the 
northeast,  and  the  pilots  thought  gave  indications  of  a  gale.     These  I  could  not 
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Cive,  but  I  knew  tbe  Boardman  would  fonnder  in  rough  'veatber,  and  tbe 
cawkeu  be  left,  in  case  of  accideut  to  her  machinery,  to  drift  npon  a  lee 
sbore.  I  fell  it  my  duty  to  anchor,  and  report  the  character  of  the  tog  to  the 
admiral  commanding  the  station. 

It  was  foand  that  no  better  veeeel  could  be  procnred,  and  we  sailed  next 
moraiiig,  tie  19th,  towed  by  the  Boardman,  and  under  convoy  of  the  Iroqnois, 
Capuiii  Case,  which  in  the  meanwhile  hod  oachored  near  us  at  Sandy  Hook. 

We  steamed  down  the  coast,  generally  in  sight  of  the  land,  and  with  the  water 
^mootli.     On  the  20th  we  were,  at  daylight,  off  the  entrance  to  the  Delaware. 

At  about  eight  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  that  tbe  Boardman,  with  ua  in 
low,  had  turned,  and  waa  seeking  shelter  under  the  breakwater.  The  weather 
was  DO  longer  fine,  bnt  I  did  not  think  the  appearance  justified  my  seeking  shel- 
ter, and  the  tug  was  ordered  to  «tand  on  for  the  Chesapeake. 

ITie  weather  grew  continually  worse,  aud  the  barometer  fell  regularly,  bnt  I 
did  not  anticipate  more  than  I  judged  lie  Weehawken  conld  easily  weather. 

The  performance  of  the  vessel  iu  the  eea  was  admirable.  I  remarked,  how- 
erer,  that  when  the  tow-line,  from  any  cause,  was  slackened,  the  motion  of  tbe 
Tcseel  was  better  than  when  it  was  Btretched. 

At  about  2.30  p.  m.  the  Boardman  was  no  longer  of  use,  and  it  seemed  prob- 
able that  we  should  find  her  an  incumbrance.  Made  signal  to  her  to  leave  us 
and  look  ont  for  her  own  safety.  We  cut  the  tow-line,  in  order  not  to  endanger 
oar  propeller;  with  the  sea  breaking  over  oar  decks,  it  would  not  have  Iwen 
safe  to  aead  men  to  gather  it  in  had  she  cast  it  off.  We  were  in  sight  of  Fen- 
wick'a  Island  ligbL  The  Boardman  ran  to  the  northward,  and  was  soon  out  of 
sight.  I  have  since  heard  that  she  arrived  safely  inside  the  breakwater,  but 
bajf  fnlt  of  water. 

Upon  seeing  the  Boardman  leave  us  the  Iroquois  promptly  ran  down  from 
ber  station  to  windward  and  offered  to  tow  usj  hut  I  declined,  thinking  we 
dhoald  do  better  alone. 

The  vessel  commenced  leaking  throagh  the  hawse-hole  ;  put  new  parcelling 
and  lashing  on  to  restrain  the  leak,  which  gradually  increased,  notwithstanding 
our  efforts.  It  was  thought  openings  in  the  overhang  admitted  water  from  the 
deck.  We  commenced  leaUng  hamy  from  tbe  after  overhang.  Here,  too,  the 
flow  of  water  increased  aa  the  gale  grew  worse,  but  it  was  still  thought  that 
these  leaks  were  from  tbe  deck. 

The  steam-pumps  were  coutinually  choked,  and  much  time  was  lost  in  clearing 
them.  Our  limbers  which,  when  we  received  the  vessel,  it  was  reported,  had 
been  carefully  cleaned,  proved  to  be  very  foul.  Cotton-waste  lamps,  oil-feeders, 
hammexB,  and  chips  obstructed  the  flow  of  water  to  the  pumps,  and  interrupted 
their  action.     We  cleared  as  much  of  them  out  as  we  could. 

The  water  at  last  forced  up  the  floor  plates  in  the  fire-room,  and  covered  the 
s^h-pits.  The  leaks  still  increasiag,  it  was  found  that  the  fires  had  been  ne- 
glected ;  that  two  fnmacea  were  so  for  out  as  to  need  rekindling  with  wood ; 
that  the  others  were  very  low,  and  we  had  only  ten  pounds  of  st^uu.  In  this 
emergency,  one  of  the  passengers,  Mr.  John  Farren,  chief  en^neer  in  the  navy, 
promptly  look  measures  to  re-establish  the  fires  and  procure  the  necessary  pres- 
Mre  of  steam.  The  sea  was  about  thirty  feet  high,  and  was  made  irregular  and 
trying,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  proximity  of  the  land.  Through  all  this 
the  behavior  of  the  vessel  was  easy,  buoyant,  and  indicative  of  thorough  safety. 
Her  movem»)ts  filled  me  with  admiration.  I  saw  in  them  everything  to  admire ; 
Dothing  to  improve.  Tbe  waves  rolled  furiously  across  the  deck.  Instead  of 
expending  their  force  agunst  the  side,  as  iu  an  ordinary  vessel,  they  swept 
harmlessly  by.  A  plate  of  fiat  iron  two  inches  thick,  and  weighing  some  thirty- 
three  hundred  pounds,  was  broken  irom  its  lashing  upon  the  deck,  and  trans- 
ported aboot  forty  feet  to  some  side  stanchions,  which  arrested  its  course  over- 
board, and  to  which  it  woa  secured.  C    OIIqIc 
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The  opinion  formed  then  confinned  mj  anticipations,  that  a  hnH  riBing  bnt 
Ihtle  above  the  Buiface  of  the  water,  and  having  a  central  elevation,  as  in  the 
Houitora,  IB  the  shape  to  form  a  good  sea  boat ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  on  thii 
idea  all  snccesEful  tron-clade  mnBt  be  built.  Thia  form  reduces  the  surface  to 
be  plated  to  a  minimum,  and  puts  the  part  having  the  neceMary  elevation  above 
the  sea  for  fighting  gune,  where  it  can  be  carried  without  incoDvenieuce,  and  io 
the  Weebawken  is  easily  carried.  With  us,  I  think,  eafetj  is  solely  a  qneetion 
of  strength. 

I  liad  relied  upon  former  experience  to  correct  any  faulty  motion  which  I 
might  discover,  in  a  sea  way,  by  shifting  or  reducing  we^hta.  I  abandoned, 
however,  the  idea  of  improvement ;  aa  I  watched  the  action  of  the  vessel  it  wu 
perfect. 

The  sea  exercised  great  power  upon  the  nppir  bull,  nnd  our  speed,  while  ve 
could  measore  it,  fell  to  two  and  a  naif  knots,  and  she  trembled  through  all  ber 
plating  at  some  of  the  blows  which  she  received.  Daring  the  height  of  the  gale 
the  waves  swept  over  na  so  violently  that  no  one  could  go  on  the  deck  to  heaye 
«ither  the  loe  or  lead. 

The  atani^iona  on  the  side  were  of  the  greatest  service ;  without  their  aid, 
men  whose  feet  were  swept  from  under  them  would  have  been  earned  over- 
board.    Life-lines  at  sea  cannot  bo  too  mncb  multiplied. 

The  pendulum  or  port-atopper  of  tbe  11-incb  gnu,  during  the  gale,  swung  so 
as  to  knock  out  the  paTt-backler ;  a  piece  of  matting,  however,  wedged  between 
the  side  and  pendidnm,  temporarily  repaired  the  damage,  and  the  pendnlom 
secured  by  shipping  and  lashing  its  monkey  tail. 

Spray  came  over  tbe  turret,  but  no  sea.  The  water  ran  copiously  down 
along  the  base  of  tbe  smoke-atack.     This  is  now  securely  calked,  I  hope. 

A  gasket  of  plaited  hemp  packing,  saturated  with  [allow,  was  pnt  around  the 
base  of  the  turret,  between  it  and  the  deck ;  tbe  iron  ring  covering  the  joint 
waa  lifted  for  the  gasket.  I  do  not  know  that  this  precaution  was  neceBsory, 
bnt  no  water  came  in  around  the  turret. 

The  batches  for  entrance  into  tbe  vessel  were  carefully  calked  with  oaknm, 
and  paid  with  white  lead.  They  leaked  enough  to  show  how  much  care  i» 
requisite  with  openings  in  the  deck. 

Now,  with  the  ieOL  free  from  water,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  vessel  leak^ 
more  than  before  she  sailed.  Corefal  scrutiny  has  fiuled  to  detect  any  iujurr 
to  the  iron  in  the  after  overhang,  from  which  the  greatest  part  of  the  water 
flowed.  I  think  that  removing  the  covers  to  the  propeller  and  anchor-welU 
had  a  good  effect. 

When  tbe  vessel  raised  her  immersed  bow,  the  water  which  thia  lifted  ran 
out  through  the  well,  and  plnnging,  the  sea  rose  through  it  high  above  the  deck. 

About  a  gallon  of  water  a  minute  runs  from  the  port  aide  overhang  into  the 
after  overhang.  In  New  York  this  was  attributed  to  a  looae  rivet,  and  I  attach 
no  importance  to  it. 

On  tbe  night  of  the  20th  and  morning  of  tbe  21st  the  wind  blew  very  hard ; 
hardest  from  two  to  four  a.  m.  We  had  been  running  all  night  on  our  conrat 
rather  in  the  trough  of  tbe  sea.     At  about  eight  o'clock  tbe  bad  weather  bad 

faseed  away,  and  the  sea  was  much  smoother.  I  then  made  signals  to  the 
roquois  for  a  tow-line,  which  Captain  Caae  promptly  gave.  There  was  still 
BO  much  motion  that  we  parted  a.  couple  of  new  9 -inch  hawsers.  I  found  that 
by  bending  my  tow-line  to  his  we  did  mOch  better,  on  the  principle  of  a  lone 
Bcope  of  cable  in  a  sea-way.  The  length,  and  consequent  elasticity,  prevented 
any  injurious  jerk,  and  tbe  line  held. 

At  eleven  a.  m.  we  made  "  Cape  Henty  light-house."  At  about  oue  p.  m. 
the  Iroquois  made  signal  that  she  bad  disabled  her  machinery.  We  cast  off 
her  tow-line,  and  came  in  alone,  anchored  in  tbe  fog  off  the  tail  of  the  Horse- 
shoe, and  got  under  way  next  morning,  tbe  22d,  as  soon  as  we  could  see  the 
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Both  Gaptaiu  Case  aod  I  remarked  that  the  Weehawken  did  mach  better, 
w  ngarda  motioa,  withont  the  tow-line. 

I  cannot  withhold  my  expreBsions  of  thanks  to  Captain  Case  for  the  noble 
manDer  in  which  he  kept  by  me  during  the  night.  His  boats  were  iiilly  pie- 
pared,  proTiBioned,  and  watered  for  flervice,  in  a  night  too  wild  for  any  boat  to 
lire.  He  was  alwajs  near  na,  and  handled  bis  vessel  in  a  daring  manner  in 
gimg  ns  tow-lines,  where  a  collision  would  inevitably  hare  sunk  him.  I  must 
ilso  express  mv  thanks  to  the  engineer  passengers  for  the  purpose  of  observa- 
tion :  Messrs.  John  Farren,  chief  engineer  of  the  navy,  N.  C.  Davis,  assistant 
to  Mr.  Farren,  and  Williain  Alden,  sent  out  by  the  contractors.  Without  their 
efficient  and  experienced  aid  in  attending  to  the  machinery,  I  dare  not  assert 
ihe  remit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  obedient  setvant, 

JOHN  BODGERS,  Captain. 

Hon.  GlDEO^  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ExtraOt  from  private  leUert  o/"  Captain  John  Brdgert  relative  to  firit  trip  of 
the  Weehateken 

Nbw  York,  Jawnary  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  place  on  its  files, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tun  John  Rodgere,  in  reference  to  the  great  gale  which  the  United  States  iron- 
cW  Weehawken  experienced  on  ber  first  trip  to  Hampton  Boads. 
I  am,  air,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  ERICSSON. 
Hon.  GiDBoN  Wbllbs, 

Seerelarjf  of  ike  Navy,  Waihinglon. 


GjpH  of  a  ItUtr  re-tmd  bg  CapUan  BncMUi  frnm  Wm.  L.  Be^,  itj. 

Washington,  January  27,  1863. 
Dear  Sib  :  I  wrote  you  yesterday ;  to-day  I  have  a  letter  from  my  son-in- 
law,  Captain  Rodgers,  the  following  extract  from  which  may  interest  many. 
Very  truly, 

WM.  L.  HODGE. 

"Norfolk,  January  2i,  1863. 
"The  gale  was  very  severe,  bnt  my  vessel  behaved  admirably  daring  the 
fairest  of  the  storm.  I  stood  on  the  turret  and  watched  her  movements  with 
great  interest.  They  gave  tbe  impression  of  great  safety ;  whilst  water  can 
be  kept  ont  of  it,  as  safe  as  a  raft  or  cake  of  ice.  The  vessel  leaked  danger- 
ously— entirely,  I  think,  through  unguarded  openings  in  her  deck ;  she  is  now 
qaite  tight,  which  would  not  be  the  case  had  anything  started.  These  openingo 
"111  be  well  calked  and  paid  with  white  lead  before  we  start.  The  hawse-hme 
In  in  much  water.  We  shall  arrange  that,  and  intend  to  put  a  pump  in  the 
anchor-room,  and  are  now  fitting  a  centriingal  pump  that  will  throw  oat  one 
tkonsaod  gallons  per  minute.  We  can  with  all  our  pumps  keep  out  aoy 
qaaatity  of  water,  less  than  a  plate  falling  off.  (mtoli^ 


:v  Google 


46  ARMORED   VESSELS. 

"  I  cast  off  my  tog,  and  Bcnt  her  away,  for  elie  wonid  have  beea  loet  id  th« 
weather  I  anticipated,  and  which  we  actually  had,  aoA  refnsed  a  tow  from  the 
Iroquoii,  not  only  becatiae  I  thought  it  would  have  been  a  hindrance,  but  io 
case  the  towing  cable  parted,  it  probably  would  have  fouled  the  propeller,  which 
would  bnve  been  fatal,  for  no  one  could  venture  on  deck  to  cut  the  tow  cable 
loose.  Theae  iron-clads  should  only  be  towed  in  good  weather ;  in  bad  weather 
they  can  do  better  alone.  Xo  boat  from  the  Iroquois  conld  have  lived,  for  Bbe 
was  rolling  her  gune  under ;  onr  fate,  therefore,  depended  on  the  safety  of  our 
own  vessel. 

'■The  wavcH  swept  over  the  deck  with  great  violence;  an  iron  plate,  two 
inchea  thick  and  eleven  feet  long,  weighing  three  thouBand  pounds,  was  broken 
loose  from  its  lashings  and  carried  forty  feet  against  the  iron  stanchions ;  sod 
another  plate,  as  mach  as  two  raen  could  slide  along  the  deck,  was  lifted  and 
thrown  upon  some  kcdges.  We  conld  neither  throw  the  log  nor  sound,  as  do 
one  could  live  on  the  deck  to  do  either. 

"  n^bilet  I  watched  the  motion  of  the  vessel  in  the  hardest  of  the  storm,  I 
saw  nothing  to  improve.  I  believed  I  could  have  corrected  any  wrong  lendencj 
by  shifting  or  throwing  overboard  jneight,  but  I  gave  up  that  idea  as  unneces- 
sary. The  sea  bad  great  force  and  hold  upon  the  bull,  bo  as  to  impede  our 
way  very  much,  but  she  had  no  drift,  and  goes  where  she  looks. 

"JOHN  EODGERS." 


"  On  Tuesday  night,  when  off  Chingoteague  Bhoals,  we  had  a  very  severe 
gale  from  E.NE.,  with  a  veiy  heavy  sea,  made  confused  and  dangerous  by  thr 
proximity  of  the  land.  The  waves  I  measured  after  the  sea  abated ;  I  found 
them  twenty-three  feet  high.  They  were  certainly  seven  feet  higher  in  the 
midst  of  the  storm.  During  the  heaviest  of  the  gale  I  stood  upon  the  turret, 
and  admired  the  behavior  of  the  vessel.  She  rose  and  fell  to  the  waves,  and 
I  concluded  that  the  Monitor  form  had  great  sea-going  qualities.  If  leaks  were 
prevented,  no  hurricane  could  injure  her. 

"  I  presume  in  two  days  we  shall  be  ready  for  any  service,  aa  we  need  no 
repairs,  and  only  some  little  fittings." 


Pauage  of  ike  MojUank  to  Beaufort. 

United  States  Flao-Srif  Minnesota, 

Ntioport  Newi,  Virginia,  January  24,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  enclose  copies  of  reports  of  the  5th  and  9th  instant,  froiD 
Commander  J.  L.  Wordcn,  reporting  the  arrival  of  his  vessel,  the  United  Stales 
steamer  Montauk,  at  Beaufort,  her  grounding  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and 
concerning  certun  changes  which  be  had  been  making  to  put  her  in  good  trim 
for  sea-service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  JV.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathingtoti,  D.  C. 
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United  States  Stbambr  Montauk, 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  reBpectfnllj  report  that  this  ship,  nader  my  command,  arrived  off  this 
bubor  U  7j  o'clock  a.  m.  Teaterdaj,  and.  on  enteriDg  gronaded  (on  the  begin- 
DtDg  of  the  ebb  tide)  in  10)-  feet  of  vater,  abont  a  mile  inside  of  the  bar ;  two 
umy  tngB  coming  to  our  BBBistance,  I  carried  out  with  one  of  them  an  anchor, 
ud  discnarged  into  the  other  oar  projectiles  and  a  quantity  of  ballast.  At  fi 
o'clock  p.  m.,  with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  steamer  Miami  and  one 
of  the  togs,  1  succeeded  in  hauling  her  off,  and  reached  this  anchorage  at  about 
6 o'clock  p.m. 

When  aground,  at  low  water,  she  bod  8^  feet  of  water  alongside  ;  on  floating, 
At  sliowed  no  increase  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  during  the  night  at  anchor 
m&de  DO  more  than  nsnal.  I  therefore  infer  that  she  ie  not  materiallr  strained. 
I  am  QDw  taking  in  onr  shot,  shell  and  ballast,  and  shall  break  out  the  thwart- 
ship  coal-bnnker  in  order  to  satisfy  myself  that  there  is  notiiing  under  it  likely 
toehoke  the  limbers. 

I  shall  adopt  every  means  that  my  experience  and  judgment  suggest,  to  avoid 
accidents,  and  to  tender  the  ship  as  efficient  as  possible  for  the  service  required 
ofber, 

(Jn  the  passage  from  Hampton  Roads  the  weather  was  nnexceptionably  fine 
and  the  water  smooth,  except  off  Gape  Hatttras,  where  I  encountered  a  heavy 
Bwell  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  which  cansed  the  ship  to  roll  consider- 
ably, taking  water  in  large  quantities  on  her  deck. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN,  Omimander. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbe, 

Commanding  JV.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

A  true  copy. 

F.  R.  WEBB,  Acting  Ensign. 


Umtbd  States  Steamer  Montauk, 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  January  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  Your  conununicatton  of  the  7th  instant,  directing  me  to  proceed  to  Port 
Koval,  South  Carolina,  is  jnat  received. 

Sinc«  my  arrival  here,  I  hitve  been  employed  in  breaking  out  the  coal-bunkc» 
anj  the  shot  ballaat  under  the  cabin  and  around  the  anchor  well,  in  order  to 
clean  out  tlie  bilges  under  them  thoroughly. 

Al\  the  shot  ballast  from  the  forward  "overhang"  around  the  anchor  well  I 
have  distributed  in  the  body  of  the  vessel,  under  the  word-room. 

I  shall  also  take  a  portion  of  the  shot  from  under  the  cabin  and  put  them 
farther  aft.  These  changes  will  pnt  the  vessel  in  good  trim  for  sea-service, 
and  will  greatly  tend  to  relieve  her  of  mach  of  the  strain  upon  the  '*  overhang" 
in  a  head  sea,  and  they  can  easily  be  restored  to  their  position  when  necessary 
In  put  her  in  fighting  trim. 

I  have  yet  to  take  in  coal  and  provisions,  and  ahall  be  ready  for  sea  in  two 
or  three  days,  when  I  will  take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  weather  to  make 
the  passage  to  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN,  Commander. 
Acting  Bear-Admu^l  S.  P.  Lkb, 

Cornmandiitg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roadt,  Virginia. 

Attue  copy.  IiOIIqIc 

F.  R.  WEBB,  AcHng  Eniigii^*^ 
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Preparationtjbr  paitage  of  Monltitikjrom  Beaufort  to  Port  Royal. 

United  States  FLAo-SMtp  Minnesota, 

Newport  Newt,  Virginia,  January  29,  1863. 
SlR:  I  beg  to  enclose  a  cop7  (Janiur7l4)  of  a  report  from  Commander  J.  L 
Worden,  commanding  United  States  iron-clttd  steamer  Montauk,  at  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  on  his  preparations  for  hia  passage  to  Port  Boyal,  Soath  Cai- 
olina. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  regpectfolly,  fours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Syuadrm. 
Hon.  GlDBON  Wbllbs. 


United  States  Steameb  Montaur, 
Beat^ort,  North  Carolina,  January  14,  1863. 

Tour  order  of  the  8th  inHtaat,  directing  me  to  order  the  paymaster  of  tbi» 
vessel  to  take  pasBage  in  the  steamer  towing  her,  with  bis  books,  accounts, 
(hnds,  &c.,  and  to  make  every  professional  arrangement  I  may  judge  best  for 
the  safety  of  the  vessel,  and  of  the  officers  and  crew  under  my  command,  i» 
received. 

Since  my  communication  of  the  9tfa  instant,  I  have  completed  the  cban^ 
therein  indicated  ;  have  taken  in  coal,  provisions.  Sec.,  and  was  ready  to  go  to 
sen  on  the  12th  instant;  but  the  weather  looking  unsettled,  I  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  do  so.  It  is  now  blowing  from  the  sonthward  and  weatward.  I 
shall  take  advantage  of  the  iirst  favorable  change  to  proceed  to  Port  Boyal,  io 
obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7tb  instant. 

Other  than  the  changes  I  have  made  tu  the  vesael  in  relation  to  the  rearrange- 
ment of  the  ballast,  nothing  more  occurs  to  me  to  be  done  that  will  be  h'kely  to 
add  to  her  safety  at  sea.  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  take  any  amount  of 
weight  from  the  hold  on  account  of  her  great  top  weight.  I  have,  however, 
only  taken  in  ninety  tons  of  cool,  which  amount  will  give  her  suffident  stabiliiy. 
and,  of  conne,  nothring  her  aodeep,  bodily,  as  would  full  bunkers,  which  hold 
about  130  tons.  The  veBsel's  trim  now  is,  oat  of  the  water  forward,  38  inches; 
out  of  the  water  aft,  30^  inches ;  out  of  the  water  amidships,  15  j  inches.  These 
measurements  make  her  draught  forward  19  feet  9^  inches;  aft  11  feet  5  inches, 
which  I  consider  a  good  sea  trim.  A  change  of  ballast  con  aoon  be  made  to 
put  her  in  fighting  trim.  When  in  fighting  trim  (with  full  coal-bnukers)  she 
would  be  deeper  in  the  water,  bodily,  with  a  greater  draught  of  water  forward,  bnl 
no  material  change  in  the  dnioght  aft. 

Bespectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 
Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  8,  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roadt. 

A  true  copy. 

F.  R.  WEBB. 
Acting  Entign. 
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Postage  ofiht  Nahant  to  Port  Royal. 


Umtbd  States  Flao-Ship  Uinnbsota, 

Newport  New*,  Va.,  March  2,  1863. 
Sis  :  Cominaiider  ArmBtrong,  comm&nding  (Jnited  States  steamer  State  of 
GeoT^  reports  to  me  from  Port  Royal,  South  CaroUiia,  under  date  of  Febraaiy 
23,  £at  be  left  HsmptoD  Roads  on  the  16th  with  the  United  Statee  iron-clad 
Nahant  in  tow,  ia  obedience  to  my  orders  ;  that  he  had  rainy  and  disagreeable 
weather  on  the  passage,  but  that  the  Nahant  seemed  buoyant,  and  made  good 
weather,  towing  easily,  his  engine  working  to  its  foil  pressure  to  attain  its 
gr«iitest  speed,  and  that  he  arrived  safely  at  Port  Boyal  on  the  SOth.  He  pro- 
posed to  leave  on  the  23d  ultimo  to  rejoin  the  blockade  off  Wilmington. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonrs,  • 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Comd'g  N.  A.  B.  Squadrom. 
Hon.  Gibbon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Pottage  of  the  Roanoke  to  Hampton  Road*. 

XJnitbd  States  Iro,\-clad  Fribatb  Boa>okb, 

Hampton  Roadt,  Va.,  July  11,  1863. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads  with  the 
United  Stat4;t>  iron-clad  frigate  Roanoko  after  her  trial  trip  at  sea. 

Having  been  dt-toined  by  fogs  in  the  lower  bay  of  New  York,  after  the  re- 
pairing of  the  pillow  block  of  one  of  the  turretH,  I  sot  to  sea  on  Thursday,  the 
9tli  instant,  passing  the  bar  at  New  York  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

A  heavy  swell  from  the  south  had  set  in,  sufficiently  to  test  her  haoyancy. 
which  I  found  much  greater  than  I  had  expected,  &om  the  immense  quantity 
af  iron  she  carries.  Her  rolling  motion,  however,  m  so  great  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  fighting  her  guns  at  sen,  and  I  was  obliged  to  secure  them  by 
bracing  them  with  pieces  of  timber  to  preveut  their  "  fetching  away  "  in  the 
rolling  motion  to  which  the  ship  is  subjected,  in  even  the  swell  we  encountered. 
ffe  made  the  trip  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours,  making  a  speed  of  from  five 
to  six  knots  an  hour,  with  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  revolutions,  with  occasional 
beatings  of  the  journals,  for  cooling  which  she  had  to  be  stopped,  for  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  engineers.  The  tug  which  accom- 
panied ua  was  not  brought  into  requisition  to  tow  or  assist,  we  making  the  trip 
nnder  our  own  steam  and  motive  power  ahine.  Her  steering  gear  we  found  to 
be  mcoDvenieot,  taking  two  men  one  minute  and  a  half  to  put  the  helm  hard 
down  from  amidships,  and  requiring  nineteen  (19)  revolutions  of  the  wheel  in 
the  operation.  The  steam  steering  apparatus  of  Mr.  Sickles  I  considered  mnch 
better,  requiring  hut  one  man  to  handle  the  wheel,  seven  turns  only  of  which 
were  needed  to  heave  it  hard  down,  and  to  do  this  hut  twenty  (30)  seconds 
were  required,  and  would,  with  a  larger  barrel  to  the  wheel,  require  only  the 
same  number  of  turns  as  our  ordinary  steering  wheels.  I  only  regretted  it  was 
not  fitted  to  the  forward  turret,  where  our  best  compass  (Ritchie's)  was  fitted. 

Though  1  do  not  consider  tlie  Roanoke  adapted  to  fighting  a  battle  at  sea  on 
sccoaut  of  her  rolling,  rendering  lier  guns  unserviceable,  and  exposing  her  to 
shot  below  her  iron  platiug,  yet  she  has  proved  herself  capable  of  being  safely 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 4 
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and  readily  transported  from  harbor  to  harbor  npon  onr  cout  for  the  defence  nf 
any  part  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verr  respectfnily,  yonr  obedient  fierrant, 
B.  F.  8AMD8, 
Captain  lulled  Slata  Navy,  tettwr  i^teer  pretent. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles,  ,^  ■^■•»'>j, 

S^retary  of  the  Navy.  ^'^^^ 

Report  of  Captain  G.  Gantevoort  of  a  jwnt  reeonMoiuanee  *p  Jamet  rieer. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Roanoke, 
•  Of  Newport  New*,  Va.,  AttgwU  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
permieaion  aeked  and  granted,  I  accompanied  Major  General  Foster  in  hta  re- 
cent recoonoiesance  up  the  James  river.  The  force  coneiBted  of  the  Sangamon, 
Commander  S.  Nicholeon  ;  Commodore  Barney,  Acting  Lientenant  Commander 
S.  Hnse ;  and  Cohasect,  Acting  Master  S.  Cox ;  also  the  John  Farron.  an  army 
boat.  All  these  ressels  were  armed,  except  the  latter,  which  had  aboard  a  corps 
of  sharpehootent. 

The  Sangamon,  towed  by  the  gunboat  Barney  and  the  tug  Cohaaset,  left  the 
anchorage  off  Newport  News  about  2  p.  m.,  August  4.  The  John  Farron,  with 
Major  General  Foster  and  staff.  Brigadier  Generals  Naglee  and  Potter,  with 
myself,  Snrgcoo  Woodworth,  and  Acting  Master  Haigoos,  soon  followed.  At 
8  p.  m.  the  vessels  nnder  my  command  and  the  Farron  anchored  off  Jamestown 
island  in  seven  fathoms  water,  Got  under  way  next  morning  at  half-past  four. 
At  eight  the  flag-of-tmce  boat  New  fork,  with  prisoners,  passed  us,  (wand  to 
City  Point.  At  half-past  eight  passed  Fort  Powhatan,  which  remained  in  a 
dismantled  state.  At  eleven  all  the  army  and  navy  officers  left  the  Farron  and 
went  on  board  the  Sangamon.  When  off  Tillman's  wharf  there  was  a  slight 
discha^  of  musketry  from  the  shore,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Sanga- 
mon with  one  eleven-inch  shot.  At  half-past  four  p.  m.  the  Sangamon  anchored 
off  Dntcb  Gap,  owing  to  the  low  stage  of  water  on  the  bar.  General  Foster 
and  staff,  myself,  and  Acting  Master  HargonSi  then  went  aboard  the  Commo- 
dore Barney,  and  were  followed  by  the  Cohaaset.  When  just  beyond  Coze'« 
two  torpedoes  exploded  nnder  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Barney,  producing  a 
lively  concussion,  and  washing  the  decks  with  the  agitated  water.  Some  twen^ 
men  were  either  swept  or  jmnped  overboard,  two  of  whom  are  missiag,  and  may 
have  been  drowned.  The  engine  of  the  vessel  was  partly  disabled  by  the 
catting  of  the  steam-pipe  and  the  connexion  of  the  steam-whistle.  The  Com- 
modore Barney  was  tben  taken  in  tow  by  the  Cohasset,  and  they  came  to  an- 
chor at  Dutch  Gap  about  half-past  seven.  At  half-past  eight  o'clock  the  Co- 
basset  went  up  the  river  on  picket  duty. 

The  next  morning  at  early  daylight  the  Sangamon  got  under  way,  towed  by 
the  Barney  and  Cohasset.     Near  Fonr  Mile  creek,  about  5  a.  m.,  the  enemy 

rned  fire  with  artillery  and  musketir.  The  Sangamon  and  Barney  retomed 
fire.  The  Barney  wai  disabled  by  a  shot  through  the  boiler,  below  the 
water-mark.  The  tug  was  sent  to  her  assistance,  and  got  her  off,  she  having 
drifted  ashore.  The  Sangamon  anchored,  the  narrowness  of  the  stream  pre- 
venting her  from  turning  and  going  to  the  aid  of  the  Barney.  At  half-pait 
seven  a.  m.  the  Sangamon  again  weighed,  with  the  Barney  in  low,  and  the  Co- 
hasset on  the  port  side.  About  this  tune  the  army  tug  Jesup  came  np  the 
river,  and  assisted  in  towing  the  disabled  vessel.  At  9.25  a.  m.,  when  nesr 
Turkey  Island  bend,  the  enemy  opened  with  artillery  and  musketry,  and  re- 
peatedly hit  all  the  vessels,  but  did  them  no  material  damage,  and  injured  no 
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one.  The  fire  waa  brisUj  retained  by  the  Barney  and  Jeeup.  At  9.4S  the 
firing  ceased.  For  mnch  of  the  time  the  vessels  were  exposed  to  a  raking  fire. 
More  than  tbirtj  round  shot  penetrated  the  Barney.  The  Jeanp  and  CohsBBet 
were  hit  Bereial  time*,  and  the  Bangamon  once  in  the  port  bow,  making  only  a 
eli^t  indentation.  The  marks  of  musketry  on  the  different  vessels  were  almost 
inniunerable,  the  difficulty  being  rather  to  avoid  than  miss  the  tenets.  Below 
City  Point  the  tng-boat  John  Farron,  which  was  left  behind  on  our  passage  up 
the  river,  came  alongside,  and  assisted  in  towing.  About  B  p.  m.  armv  boats 
cast  off,  and  Sangamon  anchored  below  Deep  Water  shoals.  Shortly  after,  the 
FuTon  grounded,  got  off  at  daylight,  and  reached  Newport  News  at  6  a.  m. 
The  other  vessel  arrived  and  anchored  shortly  afterwards. 

The  caanalties  were  few.  Acting  Master  Cox,  of  the  Oohasset,  was  killed  by 
a  round  shot,  which  perforated  his  body.  Three  men  were  slightly  wonnd^ 
from  mnsketry,  and  two  were  supposed  to  be  drowned  at  the  time  of  the  explo- 
sion of  the  toipedoes. 

Officers  and  crew  all  behaved  with  that  cbaracteriBtiG  gallantry  which  has 
ever  distingoiehed  the  navy. 

The  purpose  of  the  reeonnoisaance  was  folly  and  satisfitctorily  accomplished. 
Vety  respectfitlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

QUEBT  GAN8EVO0ET, 

CaptatH  and  Stnior  Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBON  WULLBS,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Naey,  Wtuki»gton,  D.  C. 
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The  capture  of  Charletlon — :firit  imtrvetioMi. 
[CooOdential.] 

Navy  Department,  May  13,  1862. 
Sir  :    This  department  has  determined  to  capture  Charleston  aa  soon  as 
fiichmond  faUs,  which  will  relieve  the  iron  boats  Galena  and  Monitor.    These 
Tegiiels,  and  snch  others  as  can  be  spared  from  Hampton  Boads,  will  be  sent  to 
Bull's  bay  nnder  convoy  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  gloriona  achievements  of  our  navy,  inaugurated  by  yonrself,  give  every 
reason  In  hope  for  a  successful  issue  at  this  point,  where  rebellion  firet  lighted 
ihe  flame  of  civil  war. 

The  War  Department  send  instructions  to-day  to  General  Hunter,  with 
whom  ryon  will  consult  and  with  whom  you  will  co-operate  fully,  unless  the 
more  should  be  purely  naval,  when  he  will  render  yon  every  assistance. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Flag-Officer  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Contmanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  (J. 
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Rear-Admiral  DuPont  duiret  the  Jrontidet. 

Flah-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C.  tieptanber  6,  1863. 
Sib  :  The  irun-clads  or  rama  bnilt  at  CharlesUm  have  been  described  t«  me. 
fay  iDtelligent  pereons  who  faave  Been  them,  as  well  protected  hy  their  annor, 
but  ae  not  formidable  for  offensive  operationa  against  our  ehipe,  in  coneequencf 
of  their  deficiency  in  steam  power,  it  having  been  intended  to  place  in  tknn 
engines  taken  from  old  steamers  belonging  to  South  Carolina. 

If  it  be  true  that  English  steam  engines  have  been  provided  for  them,  u 
reported  to  me  by  the  department,  it  Mcomes  my  duty  to  urge  upon  it  the 
necessity  of  sending  some  iron-clad  vessels  of  our  own  to  render  our  position  off 
Charleston  tenable. 

Vessels,  even  imperfectly  covered  with  armor,  emerging  from  the  protectiwi 
of  forts,  and  always  provided  with  a  place  of  refuge,  would  be  compamtiTely 
secure,  while  they  might  do  great  harm  to  wooden  ships,  especially  of  the  ligfal 
class,  which  form  the  chief  material  of  this  squadron.  If  by  any  possibilllj 
the  blockading  force  off  Charleston  could  bo  destroyed  or  compelled  to  retire.  \i 
would  produce  a  moral  impresBion  to  onr  disadvantage  even  more  disajtrou 
than  the  actual  loss  itself.  If  it  be  passible  to  send  the  Ironsides  to  take  up  t 
position  off  that  harbor,  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  would  bo  completely  frustrated. 
'  Very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Second  inelnictiumt  for  (he  capture  of  Ckarleeton. 
[CunSdeniinl.] 

Navy  Department,  January  6,  1863. 
Sir  :    The  New  Ironsides,  Pussaic,  MonUuk,  Patapsco,  and  Weehawkcn. 
(iroD-clads,)  have  been  ordered  to,  and  are  now  on  the  way  to,  join  yoni  com- 
mand, to  enable  you  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  demand  the  soi- 
render  of  all  ils  defences,  or  suffer  the  consequences  of  a  refusal. 

General  Hunter  will  be  sent  to  Port  Royal  with  about  ten  thousand  men,  w 
act  as  shall  be  deemed  beitt,  after  consultation  with  yourself  The. capture  of 
this  most  important  port,  however,  rests  solely  upon  the  success  of  the  naval 
force,  and  it  is  committed  to  yonr  hands  to  execute,  with  (he  confidence  the 
department  reposes  in  your  eminent  ability  and  energy.  Successful  at  ChaH*'?- 
lon,  the  only  remaining  point  within  the  limits  of  your  command  is  Savannah. 
If  this  place  can  be  captured  by  the  iron-clads,  attack  it  immediately  under  the 
panic  wnich  will  be  produced  by  the  fall  of  Charlcstoit.  If  part  only  of  thf 
iron-clada  are  required  to  make  the  attack  at  Savannah,  (and  1  trust  such  may 
be  the  case,)  send  off  the  remainder  under  carefiil  towage  to  Pensacola.  I'' 
Savannah  cannot  be  attacked  with  iron-clads,  send  immediately,  upon  the  till 
of  Gharleetun,  the  New  Ironsides  and  two  of  the  others  (convoyed)  to  PeoM- 
cola.  Do  not  allow  the  New  Ironsides  to  wait  for  her  mastr — she  G«n  be  ci'h- 
voyed.  The  importance  of  striking  a  blow  at  once  at  Mobile,  in  the  event  nf 
the  fall  of  Charleston,  will  be  apparent  to  your  mind. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  <^the  A'ory. 
Rear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Comnuatding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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jyamtmittHig  infi>n»atio»  eoneeming  harbor  and  anchorage  of  Little  river. 
[Confidential.] 

Navy  Dbparthbnt,  January  15, 1868. 
Sib  :  I  tranHmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  an  intercepted 
Iftler  signad  "  Maj.  A.  B.  Magmder,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,"  giving  instmctiona 
relative  to  the  hsrbor  and  anchorage  of  Little  river,  near  the  boundary  line  of 
North  and  8onth  Carolina. 
Very  respectfnlly, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

SecrUary  of  Ike  Navy. 
Rear-Admtral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Sear-Admiral  DuPont't  view*  upon  the  coHttn^lated  attack  on  Charletton. 
[Despatch  No.  3S,  1863.— Confidential.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  24,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  con- 
fideDtial  despatch  of  the  ISth  instant. 

The  department  has  been  informed,  throngh  private  letters  to  the  Assistant 
SecretaiT,  of  the  general  character  and  extent  of  the  defences  of  Charleston. 

1  shall  endeavor  to  execute  its  wishes  with  such  force  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
suy  for  this  pnrpose. 

The  department  ia  aware  that  I  have  never  ehrunk  from  assiimiag  any 
RtpoDsihility  which  circnmstancee  called  for,  nor  desired  to  place  any  failure 
of  mine  on  others.  But  the  interests  involved  in  the  success  or  failure  of  this 
undertaking  strike  me  aa  so  momentous  to  the  nation,  at  home  and  abroad,  at 
tliis  particulaT  period,  that  I  am  confident  it  will  require  no  urging  from  me  to 
induce  the  department  to  put  at  my  disposal  every  means  in  its  power  to  insure 
snccess,  especially  by  sending  additional  iron-clads,  if  possible,  to  those  men- 
lioned  in  yotn*  despatch. 

The  anny  is  not  ready,  even  for  the  limited  co-operation  it  can  give,  though 
aniions  to  render  every  assistance. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Eon.  OlDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lfiter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  adviting  Rear-Admiral  DuPonl  to  aban- 
don the  attack  mpon  CharieitOM  if  he  deem*  the  number  of  iron-clad*  inn^- 
jiatMt  to  render  it*  capture  certmn. 

[ConfldonHal.] 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt,  January  31.  1863. 
8iR :  Tonr  confidential  despatch  No.  36,  dated  the'  24th  instant,  has  bees 
reeeived. 

The  department  dses  not  desire  to  nrge  an  attack  upon  Charleston  with  inad- 
eqoale  means;  and  if,  after  careAil  examination,  you  deem  the  number  of  wdK 
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cl&de  insufficient  to  render  the  captnre  of  that  port  reasonably  cert&in,  it  miut 
be  abandoned.  The  department  is  not  acqucunted  vrith  the  harbor  obstmetiant 
constructed  by  the  rebels,  and  therefore  cannot  advise  with  you  in  regard  to 
those  obstacles.  If  they  are  not  considered  sufficient  to  prevent  yonr  entrtuice, 
it  is  not  believed  possible  for  the  rebels  to  prevent  your  success  with  all  other 
means  combined.  The  five  inm-clads  sent  you  are  all  that  the  department  htt 
completed  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  with  the  exception  of  one  retained  at  Newport 
News  to  watch  the  iron-clad  Bicbmond.  No  others  are  likely  to  be  finished  and 
sent  to  sea  within  the  next  six  weeks.  A  large  number  of  our  best  wooden 
vessels,  necessan^for  the  blockade,  but  not  for  the  attack,  are  nnfortunately 
required  in  the  West  Indies  to  pursue  the  Florida  and  Alabama.  This  with- 
drawal of  blockading  vessels  renders  the  capture  of  Charleston  and  Uobile  im- 
perative, and  the  department  will  share  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  the 
commanders  who  make  the  attempt. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  fiimished  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respecablly, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
*  Secrttarj/  of  the  Naoy. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DvPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPonl  relative  la    movementt  of 
iron-clad*. 

[ConBdeotlal.] 
Navy  Dbpabtmb.\t,  February  18,  1863. 
6iB :  The  department  believes  thai,  with  great  exertion,  it  will  be  able  to 
get  the  Catskill,  Commander  George  W.  Bodgers,  to  Port  Royal  in  the  courer 
of  the  next  ten  days. 

After  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  you  will  send  one  iron-clad  back  to  Hamp- 
ton Boads  for  the  attack  upon  Wilmington ;  the  others  to  be  sent  as  previonsly 
ordered. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 
Bear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  advites  Rear-Admira}  DuFont  that  ttoo  more  iron- 
cladt  are  added  ta  hit  iquadron. 

[ConGdentiftl  ] 

Navy  Dbfabtment,  March  6,  1863. 

Sib  :  The  Nantucket  and  Keokuk  are  added  to  your  squadron,  llie  foice 
of  iron-clads,  therefore,  will  be  the  Montank,  Weehawken,  New  Ironaides, 
Passaic,  Nahant,  Patapsco,  Catskill,  Nantncket,  and  Keokuk. 

Assuming  that  these  vessels  escape  from  loss  in  contemplated  movements, 
you  will,  immediately  after  your  attack  upon  Charleston  and  Savannah  is  com- 
pleted, send  to  Hampton  Roads  the  PasBaic,  Montauk,  and  Keokuk. 

Let  oU  others  proceed  without  delay  to  Pensacola.  The  condition  of  affiurs 
in  the  gulf  requires  a  fbrce  of  iron-dads  to  be  sent  there  without  delay;  hut 
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upon  SaTumah  raeolts  in  the  deatmctjon  of  the  iron-cl^B  in  that  port.  Even 
in  that  event,  the  deparbnent  leaves  it  to  joor  judgment  to  send  the  six  remain- 
kg  irou-cladH  aonth,  or  oniy  toai;  only  impieegins  npon  von  that  the  exi- 
^ciea  of  the  pahlic  eervice  are  very  great  in  Bear-Admiral  Famgut'a 
•quadrou. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Seerelary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear-Admind  S.  F.  DuPoxT, 

Commandimg  S.  A.  B.  SquadroK,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


To  tend  iron-cladt  to  Mobile. 
[ConfldentUl.} 

Navy  Dbpabtmbkt,  April  2,  1868. 
Sis  :  The  exigencies  of  the  pnblic  service  are  bo  pressing  in  the  galf  that 
(be  department  directs  yon  to  send  all  the  iron-cUds  that  are  in  a  fit  condition 
to  move,  after  your  present  attack  npon  Charleston,  directly  to  New  Orleans, 
nseTvioe  to  yoar«eIf  only  two. 
Very  respectfolly, 

GIDEON  WEIliES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
fieai-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPoXT, 

Commandiitg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Firiit  atladc  on  Fort  SunUer. 

Flag-Ship  New  iHONsioEa, 
Inmde  Charlealon  Bar,  April  8,  1863. 

Sib:  I  yesterday  moved  up  with  eigbt  iron-clads  and  this  ship  and  attacked 
Fort  Sumter,  intending  to  pass  it  and  commence  action  on  its  northwest 
face,  in  accordance  with  my  order  of  battle. 

The  heavy  fire  we  received  from  it  and  Fort  Monltrie,  and  the  nature  of 
the  obatnictioDB,  compelled  the  attack  from  the  outside.  It  was  fierce  and 
obstinate,  and  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  vessels  engaged 
WIS  conspicnous. 

This  vessel  could  not  be  brought  into  such  close  action  aa  I  endeavored 
to  get  her  ;  owing  to  the  narrow  channel  and  rapid  current  she  became  partly 
unmanageable,  and  was  twice  forced  to  anchor  to  prevent  her  going  ashore, 
uncc  owing  to  her  having  come  into  collision  with  two  of  the  Monitors.  She 
ciiuld  not  ^t  nearer  than  one  thoueand  yards. 

Owing  tu  the  condition  of  the  tide  and  unavoidable  accident,  I  had  been 
cutnpelled  to  delay  action  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  toward  evening, 
finding  no  impression  made  upon  the  fort,  I  made  the  signal  to  withdraw  the 
'hipn,  intendiog  to  renew  the  attack  tliis  morning. 

But  the  commanders  of  the  Uonitors  came  on  board  and  reported  verbally 
the  injuries  to  their  vessels,  when,  without  hesitation  or  coDBultatiou,  (for  I 
never  hold  councils  of  war,}  I  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack,  for  in  my 
judgment  it  would  have  converted  a  failure  into  a  disaster  ;  and  I  will  only 
add  that  Charleston  cannot  be  taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack,  and  the  army 
conld  give  me  no  co-operation.     Had  I  succeeded  in  entering  the  harbor  1 
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ehontd  have  had  twelve  huodred  men  and  thirty-two  gnns,  bot  five  of  (he 
eight  iron-clads  were  wliolly  or  partially  dieabled  after  a  brief  eng^f^nicnt. 

The  reportB  of  the  commanding  ofGcera  will  be  forwarded  with  my  detailed 
report,  and  I  send  Commander  Khind  home  with  this  despatch,  whose  vefisel 
sank  this  morning  from  the  effecta  of  the  bombardment  yeBterdny,  and  who 
will  give  the  department  all  the  information  it  may  desire. 

I  have  alludecl  above  only  to  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie, 'but  the  vessels 
were  also  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Cnmmings's  Point,  Monnl 
Pleasant,  the  Kedan,  and  Fort  Beanregard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPOST. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

P.  S. — I  foi'ward  herewith  a  list  of  the  casQalties,  marked  Noa.  1  and  3,  on 
board  the  Keokuk  and  Nahant. 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 

Jmi  ilfaataaMa  on  boarJ  lit  Kaokuk. 

DNfTED  States  Flaq-Ship  New  Ironsides, 

Charleflon  Harhor,  April  8,  I86S. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  on  board  the  United  States  steam  bat- 
tery Keokuk  in  the  action  of  April  7  : 

Wounded. — Alexander  JJcIntosh,  (acting  ensign,)  and  Charles  McLaagb- 
lin,  (seaman,)  dangerously  ;  James  Ryan  and  William  McDonald,  (seameD,) 
severely  ;  Charles  B.  Mott,  (landsman,)  painfullv  ;  Commander  A.  C.  Rbiud. 
slightly  ;  Richard  Nicholson,  (quartermaster,)  David  Chaplin,  J.  W,  Abbott. 
George  Watson,  0.  C.  Clifford,  J.  O'Conaell,  J.  E.  O'Connor.  Henry  Sworde. 
John  Brown,  2d,  (seamen,)  and  J.  Cuddybuck,  (ship's  cook,)  slightly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Commaader. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPomt. 


OoMuatHa  at  board  (Ac  NahmL 

UwrrEn  States  Iron-clad  Nahast, 

Off  Charleston,  Aprd  1,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  action  of  to-day: 
Commander  John  Downes,  (Massachusetts,)  slight  contusion  of  foot  from 
a  piece  of  iron  loosened  from  pilot-house.  Pilot  Isaac  Sofield,  (NewJersej,) 
severe  contusion  ofneckandslioulder  from  flying  bolt  in  pilot-house  ;  is  doing 
well.  Quartermaster  Edward  Cobb,  (Massachusetts,)  compound  commnni- 
cated  fracture  of  skull  from  flying  bult  in  pilot-house  ;  has  since  died.  JobD 
MacAlstine,  seaman,  (Canada,)  concussion  of  brain  from  flying  bolt  in  turret 
striking  him  on  the  head  ;  is  doing  well.  John  Jackson,  seaman,  (Massachi)- 
setts,)  Roland  Martin,  seaman,  (Uassachusetts,)  James  Murray,  seaman, 
(MassachuBotte,)  were  very  slightly  hurt  by  flying  bolts  in  turret,  not  dis- 
abling any  of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  EMERY  STEDMAN, 
Assiatant  Surgeon  United  States  Ifavy. 
Commander  John  Downes,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Reamer  Nahant. 


Forwarded : 


JOHN  D0W^E&M^4Wii 


\ander. 
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IktaOtd  report  ^  Btar-Abiiral  Smtatl  f.  DitP<mt. 

Flagship  Wababh, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  15,  1863. 

Sib:  In  my  previoDS  despatch  of  April  8  I  gave  a  brief  account  of  the 
*ttack  on  Fort  Sumter  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Tth  instant,  and  I  have  the 
bonor  to  present  to  the  department  a  more  detailed  report. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  I  left  Port  Royal  for  North  Bdisto,  hoist 
ing  my  flag  on  the  United  States  steamer  James  Adger,  Commander  Patter- 
son, and  crossed  the  bar  the  same  day. 

As  there  was  some  reason  to  believe  that,  on  the  departure  of  the  ironclads 
from  Port  Royal,  there  might  be  an  attempt  to  commit  a  raid  by  the  Atlanta 
and  other  rams  at  Savannah,  and  as  the  army  was  apprehensive  of  an  atta<;k 
on  their  positions  at  Hilton  Head  and  BeanfoH,  I  had  ordered  Captain  Steed- 
man  to  Port  Royal  with  his  vessel,  thePanl  Jones,  having  previously  directed 
tile  Wabash,  Commander  Corbin,  and  Vermont,  Commander  Reynolds,  to  be 
battled  over  to  the  Hilton  Head  shore  to  protect  thft  vast  amouot  of  pnblic 
property  there.  The  Sebago  was  also  stationed  in  Galibogae  sound,  the 
Harblehead  in  Savannah  river,  and  the  E.  B.  Hale  in  Broad  river;  whilst  the 
Paul  Jones,  owing  to  her  light  draught,  was  also  to  make  frequent  recon- 
noiaeances  up  the  latt«r  stream  and  the  Beaufort  river. 

On  the  5th  instant,  having  provided  steamers  t«  tow  the  iron-clads,  I  left 
\tirth  Gdisto  for  Charleston  with  all  the  vessels  intended  to  participate  in 
the  attack  on  that  place,  and  arrived  there  in  the  afternoon. 

In  accordance  with  my  previous  arrangements,  the  Keokuk,  Commander 
Bbind,  aided  by  Captain  Boutelle,  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  and 
Acting  Master  Piatt,  with  Pilot  Godfrey  and  others,  proceeded  at  once  to 
buoy  the  bar,  and  to  report  the  deptti  of  water  which  could  be  availed  of  in 
croBsing  the  next  morning  with  the  New  Ironsides. 

The  Patapsco,  Commander  Ammcn,  and  the  Gatskill,  Commander  G.  W. 
Rodgers,  covered  the  Kcoknk  during  this  operation,  and  afterwards  anchored 
taside  the  bar  that  same  evening,  in  order  to  protect  the  buoys. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant  I  crossed  the  bar  with  the  New  Iron- 
sides, Commodore  T.  Turner,  and  the  rest  of  the  iron-clads,  viz.,  Passaic, 
Captain  Drayton;  Weehawken,  Captain  John  Rodgers;  Montauk,  Captain 
J.  S.  Worden;  Patapsco,  Commander  Ammen;  Catskill,  Commandur  G.  W. 
Rodgers;  Nantucket,  Commander  Fairfax;  Nahaut,  Commander  Downes,  and 
the  Keokuk,  Commander  Rhind,  intending  to  proceed  the  same  day  to  the 
attack  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  thence  to  the  city  of  Charleston;  but  after 
reaching  an  anchorage  inside,  the  weather  became  so  hazy,  preventing  our 
seeing  the  ranees,  that  the  pilots  declined  to  go  further.  I  herewith  enclose 
(marked  No.  1}  the  order  of  battle  and  the  plan  of  attack,  in  which  the  Wee- 
hawken, Captain  John  Rodgers,  with  a  raft  in  front,  was  to  be  the  leading 
vessel  of  the  line,  and  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Rhind,  was  to  be  the  last, 
the  New  Ironsides  being  in  the  centre,  from  which  signals  could  be  hotter 
made  to  both  ends  of  the  tine. 

Od  tbe  following  day,  April  7,  at  noon,  this  being  the  earliest  hour  at 
vbicb,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  tide,  the  pilots  would  consent  to  move,  I 
made  signal  to  the  vessels  to  weigh  anchor,  having  previously  ordered  them 
not  to  reply  to  the  batteries  on  Morris  island,  but  reserve  their  fire  until  they 
could  pass  Fort  Sumter,  in  case  there  were  no  obstructions,  and  attack  the 
northwest  face.  The  chain  of  the  Weehawken,  the  leading  vessel,  bad,  how- 
ever, become  entangled  in  the  grapnels  of  the  pioneer  raft,  and  the  vessels 
were  delayed  in  moving  until  about  fifteen  minutes  past  one,  when,  every- 
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tliiug  being  clear,  the  Weebawkeo  moved  od,  followed  by  the  Passaic  uid 
others  in  the  regular  order  of  battle. 

On  the  way  up  the  leading  vessel  passed  a  number  of  buoys  strewed  about 
io  every  direction,  causing  a  suspicion  of  torpedoes,  one  of  which  burst  neat 
the  Weehawken,  without,  however,  producing  any  serions  injury. 

At  ten  minutes  past  two  the  Weehawken,  the  leading  vessel,  sigualled 
obstructions  in  her  vicinity,  and  soon  after  approached  very  close  to  tbem. 
They  extended  across  the  harbor  from  Fort  Moultrie  to  Fort  Sumter,  and 
were  marked  by  rows  of  casks  very  near  together,  and  in  several  lines. 
Beyond  these,  again,  piles  were  seen  extending  from  James  island  to  tlie 
middle  ground. 

At  2.60  the  guns  of  Fort  Hoaltrie  opened  upon  the  Weehawken,  followed 
shortly  after  by  all  the  batteries  on  Snilivan's  island,  Morris  island,  and  Fort 
Sumter. 

Not  being  able  to  pass  the  obstructions,  the  Weehawken,  and,  successively, 
the  Passaic,  Nahant,  and  others,  were  obliged  to  turn,  which  threw  the  line 
iuto  some  confusion  as  the  other  vessels  approacned.  This  was  particnlsrl; 
the  case  with  the  flag-ship,  which  became,  in  a  measure,  entangled  with  tlie 
Monitors,  and  could  not  bring  her  battery  to  bear  upon  Fort  Sumter  witliont 
great  risk  of  firing  into  them.  She  was  obliged  on  her  way  up  to  anchor 
twice,  to  prevent  her  from  going  ashore,  and  on  one  of  these  occasions  ia 
consequence  of  having  come  into  collision  with  two  of  the  iron-clads. 

The  Monitors  and  the  Keokuk  were  able  to  get  within  easy  range  of  Fort 
Sumter  at  distances  varying  from  550  to  800  yards,  in  which  positions  they 
were  subjected,  successively,  to  a  tremendous  concentrated  fire  from  all  the 
batteries  on  Snilivan's  island,  Morris  island,  Sumter,  and  others  of  the  most 
formidable  kind,  and  from  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre. 

Not  being  able  to  place  the  New  Ironsides  where  I  desired,  thongb  she 
was  within  a  distance  of  1,000  yards,  and  evening  approaching,  at  4.30  1 
made  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  intending  to  resume  the  attack  the 
next  morning. 

During  the  evening  the  commanding  officers  of  the  iron-clada  came  od 
board  the  flag-ship,  and,  to  my  regret,  I  soon  became  convinced  of  the  utter 
impracticabinty  of  taking  the  city  of  Charleston  by  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand. 

No  ship  had  been  exposed  to  the  severest  fire  of  the  enemy  over  forty 
(10)  minutes,  and  yet  iu  that  brief  period,  as  the  department  will  perceive 
by  the  detailed  reports  of  the  commanding  officers,  five  of  the  iron-ciads 
were  wholly  or  partially  disabled ;  disabled,  too,  (as  the  obstructions  could 
not  be  passed,)  in  that  which  was  most  essential  tu  our  success^ — I  mean  iu 
their  armament,  or  power  of  inflicting  injury  by  their  guns. 

Commander  Rhind,  in  the  Keokuk,  had  only  been  able  to  fire  three  time« 
during  the  short  period  he  was  exposed  to  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  from  action  to  prevent  his  vessel  from  sinking,  which 
event  occurred  on  the  following  morning. 

The  Nahant,  Commander  Downes,  was  most  seriously  damaged,  her  turret 
being  so  jammed  as  effisctnally  to  prevent  Its  turning;  many  of  the  bolts  of 
both  turret  and  pilot-house  were  broken,  and  tho  latter  became  nearly  un- 
tenable in  consequence  of  the  nuts  and  euds  flying  across  it. 

Captain  P.  Drayton,  in  the  Passaic,  after  the  fourth  fire  from  her  11-inch 
gun,  was  unable  to  use  it  again  during  the  action ;  and  his  turret  also  be- 
came jtunmed,  though  he  was,  after  some  delay,  enabled  to  get  it  in  motion 
again. 

Commander  Ammen,  of  the  Patapsco,  lost  the  use  of  his  rifled  gun  aflcT 
the  fifth  fire,  owing  to  l^e  carrying  away  of  the  forward  c^  square  bolta 
On  the  Nantucket,  Commander  Fairfax  reports  that  after  the  third  shot  from 
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die  XV-inch  gun,  the  port  stopper  became  jammed,  seyeral  shot  atriUng 
very  near  the  port  and  driring'  in  the  plates,  preventing  the  further  utie  of 
tbit  gua  during  the  action. 

The  other  iron-clads,  though  atrnck  many  times  severely,  were  atill  able 
lo  use  their  guns,  but  I  am  convinced  that,  in  all  probability,  in  another 
thirty  minutes  they  would  have  been  likewiee  disabled. 

1q  the  detailed  reports  herewith  forwarded,  from  the  commanding  officers 
of  all  the  vesaeU  engaged,  excepting  that  of  the  New  Ironsides,  not  yet  re- 
ceived, (respectively  marked  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  5,  7,  8,  9,)  the  department  will 
be  fully  informed  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  injuries  received  by 
ttese  vessels,  and  to  which  I  have  only  partially  referred. 

I  also  forward  herewith  a  statement  in  tabular  form,  (marked  No.  10,) 
drawn  op  by  the  ordnance  officer.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  by  which,  among 
other  things,  it  appears  that  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  shot  and  sbell 
were  fired  by  onr  vessels,  though  during  the  same  period  the  enemy  poured 
upon  MB  an  incessant  storm  of  round  snot  and  shell,  rifled  projectiles  of  all 
descriptioDB,  and  red-hot  shot. 

Any  attempt  to  pass  through  the  obstructions  I  have  referred  to  would 
have  entangled  the  vessels,  and  held  them  onder  the  most  severe  fire  of 
lieaTj  ordnance  that  has  ever  been  delivered ;  and  while  it  is  barely  possible 
that  some  vesaels  might  have  forced  their  way  throngb,  it  would  only  have 
been  to  be  again  impeded  by  fresh  and  more  formidable  obstnictions  and  to 
eDfonnler  other  powerful  batteries,  with  which  the  whole  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton has  been  lined. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  endurance  of  the  iron-clade  would  have  enabled 
them  to  have  borne  any  weight  of  fire  to  which  they  might  have  been  ex- 
posed; hut  when  I  found  that  so  large  a  portion  of  them  were  wholly  or 
one^alf  disabled  by  less  tban  an  hour's  engagement,  before  attempting  to 
remove  (overcome)  the  obstructions,  or  testing  the  power  of  the  torpedoes, 
I  was  convinced  that  persistence  in  the  attack  would  only  result  in  the  loss 
of  the  greater  portion  of  the  iron-clsd  fleet,  and  in  leaving  many  of  tiiem 
inside  the  harbor,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  slowness  of  our  fire,  and  onr  inability  to  occupy  any  battery  that  we 
■Dijht  silence,  or  to  prevent  its  being  restored  under  cover  of  night,  were 
diSculties  of  the  gravest  character,  and  until  tlie  outer  forts  should  have 
beeo  taken,  the  army  could  not  enter  the  harbor  or  afford  me  any  assistance. 
The  want  of  success,  however,  will  not  prevent  me  from  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  the  department  the  gallant  oEBcers  and  men  who  took  part  in  the 
desperate  conflict. 

Commodore  Turner  of  the  New  Ironsides,  Captain  Drayton  of  the  Passaic, 
Captain  John  Rodgera  of  the  Weebawkeu,  Captain  J.  L.  Worden  of  the  Mon- 
tank,  Commander  Ammen  of  the  Patapsco,  Commander  Ueorge  W.  Rodgers 
of  the  Catsktll,  Commander  Fairfax  of  the  Nantucket,  Commander  Do wnes  of 
the  \ahant,  and  Commander  Rhind  of  the  Keokuk,  did  everything  tLat  the 
ntuiost  gallantry  and  skill  could  accomplish,  in  the  management  of  their 
tmlried  vessels.  These  commanding  officers  have  long  been  known  to  me; 
many  of  them  served  in  this  squadron  before,  and  were  present  at  the  cap- 
tnre  of  the  Port  Royal  forts;  they  are  men  of  the  highest  professional  capa- 
city iind  courage,  and  fally  sustained  their  reputations,  coming  up  to  my 
i^quirementfl.  I  commend  them  and  their  reports,  which  speak  of  those 
onder  them,  to  Jhe  consideration  of  the  department. 

1  took  my  personal  staff  with  me  to  the  New  Ironsides.  .  On  this,  as  on 
all  otber  occasions,  I  had  invaluable  assistance  from  the  fleet  captain,  Com- 
D'andcT  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  who  was  with  me  in  the  pilot-house,  directing  the 
BwvementB  of  the  aquudron.  For  now  over  eighteen  months  in  this  war  this 
(officer  has  been  afloat  with  me,  and,  in  my  opinion,  no  language  could  over  . 
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atate  his  services  to  hie  country,  to  this  fleet,  and  to  myself  as  its  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  my  flag  lieutenant,  who  has  also  been  with  me 
for  the  same  period,  exhibited  his  nsual  vigilance  and  seal,  and,  with  that 
abilitj-  which  is  eo  far  beyond  his  years,  he  arranged  a  special  cude  of  sig- 
nals, which  was  used,  and  served  on  the  gun-deck  battery  of  the  New  Iron- 
sides. 

My  aid,  Ensign  M.  L.  Johnson,  full  of  spirit  and  energy,  made  tlie  signals 
nnder  difficult  circumstances,  and  kept  an  accurate  note  of  all  that  were 
made  to  and  from  the  fleet 

Lieutenant  A.  S.  Mackenzie,  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  sqnadrcn,  had 
been  preparing  his  department  of  the  expedition  with  ceaseless  labor,  care, 
and  intelligence.     He  served  also  on  the  gun  deck  o{  the  New  Ironsides. 

The  reserved  squadron  of  wooden  vessels  referred  to  in  ray  general  order 
of  battle,  under  Captain  J.  F.  Green,  of  the  Canandaigua,  was  always  in 
readiness,  bnt  their  services  in  the  engagement  were  not  called  into  action. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F   DUPONT, 
Rear- Admired,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  the  report  of  Commodore  Turner,  of 
the  New  Ironsides,  has  been  received,  and  is  herewith  enclosed,  (markeJ 
No.  U.) 

S.  F.  D.  P. 

Bfor- Admiral,  dtc. 


Oritr  of  baUle  aui  flm  q/*  attadi  upea  CWlMno,  SmA  CarcUm. 

Flag-Ship  Jaices  Adoer, 
North  Edim,  S.  C ,  April  i,  1863. 

The  bar  will  be  buoyed  by  the  Keokuk,  Commander  Rhind,  assisted  by  C. 
0.  Boutelle,  asHistant  United  States  Coast  Survey,  commanding  the  BibK 
by  Acting  Ensign  Piatt  and  the  pilots  of  the  squadron. 

The  commanding  officers  will,  previous  to  crossing,  make  themselves  »c- 
quainted  with  the  value  of  the  buoys. 

The  vessels  will,  on  signal  being  made,  form  in  the  pi-escribed  order  ahead, 
at  intervals  of  one  cable's  length. 

The  squadron  will  pass  up  the  main  ship  channel  without  retamtng  the 
fire  of  the  batteries  on  Morris  island,  unless  signal  should  be  made  to  com- 
mence action. 

The  ships  will  open  fire  on  Fort  Snmter  when  witbin  easy  range,  and  will 
take  up  a  position  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  that  fortification,  en- 
gaging its  left  or  northwest  face  at  a  distance  of  from  six  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  yards,  firing  low  and  aiming  at  the  centre  embrasure. 

The  commanding  officers  will  instruct  their  officers  and  men  to  carefnll; 
avoid  wasting  a  shot,  and  will  enjoin  upon  them  the  necessity  of  precision 
rather  than  rapidity  of  fire. 

Each  ship  will  be  prepared  to  render  every  assistance  possible  to  vessel" 
that  may  require  it.  • 

The  special  code  of  signals  prepared  for  the  iron-clad  vessels  will  be  nwd 
in  action. 

After  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  it  is  probable  that  the  next  point  nf 
attack  will  be  the  batteries  on  Morris  island. 
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The  order  of  battle  will  be  the  line  ahead  in  the  following  uuccessiou : 
1.  Weekawken 
i.  Passaic. 

3.  Mod  tan  ^. 

4.  PatapBCo. 

5.  New  IrODsides. 

6.  CatskiU. 

1.  Nantacket. 

8.  Nahant. 

9.  Keokak. 

A  squadron  of  vessels,  of  which  Captain  J.  F.  Green  will  be  the  senior 
officer,  will  be  formed  outside  the  bar,  and  near  the  entrance  buoy,  eunsitit- 
ing  of  the  following  vessels:  Ganandaigua,  Housatoiiic,  Huron,  Unadilla, 
WissahickoD,  and  will  be  held  in  readiness  t£i  support  the  iron-clade  when 
they  attack  the  batteries  on  Morris  island. 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


B^parf  rf  O^plmt  Paxival  Drai/len,  ecmtmanHnff  Unilti  Slata  inn-dad  Pauaie. 

Unitei)  Btates  Iron-clad  Pabbaic, 
Off  U6rrw  Mand,  S.  C.  April  8,  1863. 

In  obedipDce  to  your  signal,  I  yesterday  at  12.30  got  under  way,  prepared 
to  follow  the  Weehawken,  which  vessel  had  on  the  bow  a  raft  projection  for 
catching  torpedoes;  this,  however,  pulling  her  anchor  and  causing  some 
delay.  I  at  12.40  signalled  for  permiBsion  to  go  ahead.  The  Weehawken, 
however,  having  at  length  cleared  her  anchor,  proceeded  at  1.15  towards 
Charleston,  followed  by  this  vessel.  On  tbe  way  up  a  number  of  buoys  of 
various  descriptions  were  passed,  strewed  about  in  every  direction,  and 
Closing  sDspicion  uf  torpedoes,  one  of  which  machines  we  saw  burst  under 
tiie  bow  of  the  Weehawken.  At  2.50  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  batteries  on 
Sullivan's  island  opened,  to  which  I  replied  with  the  Xl-inch  in  passing,  and 
pushed  on  for  Humter,  whose  guns  began  almost  immediately  to  fire,  and 
were  at  once  answered  by  my  two.  When  opposite  the  centre  of  the  fort, 
we  came  pretty  close  to  some  obstructions,  which  seemed  to  extend  the 
whole  way  from  Fort  Moultrie  across;  here  I  stopped,  as  the  Weehawken 
hod  done  just  before.  At  the  fourth  shot  from  Xl-ineh  gun,  I  was  struck  is 
quick  succession  in  the  lower  part  of  the  turret  by  two  heavy  shut,  which 
lialged  in  its  plates  and  beams,  and  forcing  together  tiie  rails  on  which  the 
XI'mcb  carriage  worked,  rendered  it  wholly  useless  for  the  remainder  of  the 
action,  several  bout's  being  necessary  to  put  it  again  in  working  order, 
^uon  after  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  something  the  matter  with  the 
turret  itself,  which  conld  not  bo  moved,  and  on  examination  it  was  found  that 
a  part  of  the  brass  ring  underneath  it  bad  been  broken  off,  and  being  forcod 
in  board,  had  jammed;  on  clearing  this  the  turret  could  again  be  moved,  hut 
fur  sotoe  time  irregularly. 

A  little  after,  a  very  heavy  rifle  shot  struck  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret, 
broke  all  of  its  eleven  plates,  and  then  glancing  upwards  took  the  pilot- 
li'iUBe,  yet  with  such  force  as  to  make  an  indentation  of  two  and  a  half  inches, 
•'itending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  shot.  The  blow  was  so  severe  as 
lo  considerably  mash  in  the  pilot-house,  bend  it  over,  open  the  plates  and 
si^oeezc  out  tbe  top,  so  that  on  one  side  it  was  lifted  up  three  inches  abuve 
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the  top  OQ  which  it  rested,  expoBiDif  the  ioBide  of  the  pilot-honse,  and  ^ende^ 
ui{f  it  likely  that  the  next  shot  would  take  off  the  top  itself  Gntirely. 

.At  4.10,  being  desirous  of  more  rarefullj  examiDing  into  the  injuries  to 
the  gun  carriage  aud  turret,  as  the  epgineer  thought  one  of  the  braces  which 
supports  the  latter  was  broken,  and  also  to  see  what  was  the  external  injury 
to  the.  pilot-house,  and  whether  it  was  possible  to  get  the  top  into  p1ac«, 
and  not  being  able  to  do  this  in  the  crowd  of  vessels  which  were  all  around, 
and  under  so  fierce  a  fire,  I  dropped  a  little  below  Fort  Uoultrie,  and  anchored, 
having  signalled  for  your  penuission,  which  was  not,  I  think,  seen,  however. 

I  soon  satisfied  myself  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  either  to  tbe 
pilot-house  or  Xl-inch  gan;  and  the  injury  to  tbe  turret  not  proving  vrrr 
seriouB,  I  was  just  about  returning  to  the  upper  fort,  when  you  made  eigual 
to  follow  your  motions,  and  very  soon  after,  at  4.30,  to  retire  from  actiim. 

At  5  I  got  under  way,  and  followed  the  Ironsides  to  my  present  anchorage. 

The  only  really  serious  injuriea  were  the  ones  mentioned  above,  althotigh 
the  vessel  was  struck  thirty-five  times,  as  follows:  outside  armor,  fiflL-eo 
times,  which  it  has  been  too  rough  to  examine;  deck,  five  times,  once  ver; 
badly;  turret,  ten  times;  pilot-house,  twice;  smoke-pipe,  once;  flag-staff  nvfr 
turret  shot  away,  and  boat  shattered. 

There  was  a  little  motion,  and  in  consequence  some  of  the  outeide  shots 
are  low  down.  Several  bolt-heads  were  knocked  off,  and  thrown  into  tbf 
pilot-house  and  turret,  and  the  former  might  have  done  serious  injury  to 
those  inside,  had  they  not  been  stopped  by  a  sheet-iriin  lining  which  I  had 
placed  there  while  at  Port  Royal. 

Owing  to  the  delays  caused  by  the  various  accidents  ending  in  the  entire 
disabling  of  one  gun,  I  was  only  able  to  fire  four  times  from  the  XT-inch,  and 
nine  from  the  XV-inch  gun.  There  was  some  loss  of  time,  also,  from  the 
necessity  of  using  tbe  sectional  rammer,  as  the  fire  was  all  around,  and  re- 
quired the  ports  to  be  kept  closed. 

On  account  of  the  dense  smoke  I  was  not  able  to  see  the  effect  of  my  nwn 
shots,  but,  except  a  few  scars,  I  could  not  perceive  either  yesterday  or  this 
morning,  when  I  had  a  very  good  view  of  its  lower  face,  that  the  fort  v:i^ 
in  the  least  injured,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  our  limited  number  of  guns,  wilh 
their  slow  fire,  and  liability  to  get  out  of  order,  were  no  match  for  the  hun- 
dreds which  were  concentrated  un  them,  at  distances,  perhaps,  scarcely  auv- 
where  beyond  a  half  mile,  and  nearly  aa  well  protected  against  injury  froui 
shot  as  were  ours. 

1  could  see  several  ranges  of  plies  running  nearly  across  the  upper  harbor, 
the  first.line  having  a  narrow  opening,  just  beyond  which  were  tlie  enem^'.i 
steamers,  three  of  them  apparently  iron-clads. 

I  waa  more  than  usually  incommoded  by  smoke  during  the  action,  owiiy_-. 
no  doubt,  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  blower-hands  in  working  ordtr, 
with  such  an  amount  of  water  as  has  been  for  days  pouring  over  them  throu^b 
the  lower'  pari  of  the  turret — a  moat  aerious  evil,  and  which  I  think  culli' 
for  a  remedy,  if  the  turret  is  to  be  kept  up  in  any  but  the  smoothest  water. 

My  experience  at  Fort  McAllister  satisfied  me  that  the  decks  were  iMt 
btiiiug  enough;  and  this  of  Fort  Sumter,  that  the  pilot-house  is  not  capab)<' 
of  withstanding  heavy  shot  fur  any  length  of  time,  and  even  throws  a  doubt 
on  the  turret  itself  or  at  least  its  machinery. 

Tbe  fire  to  which  we  were  subjected  was  as  fierce,  I  suspect,  aa  vessels 
are  often  exposed  to;  and  one  of  my  officers,  who  was  below,  tells  me  thai 
at  one  time  in  a  few  seconds  he  counted  fifteen  shots  which  passed  over  hi^i 
bead  just  above  the  deck,  and  at  times  the  whistling  was  so  rapid  he  could 
not  keep  count  at  all. 

This  certainly  shows  how  much  battering  our  iron-clads  escaped  by  being  so 
low  on  the  water.    You  probably  observed  yourself,  in  tbe  Ironsides,  the  great 
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difficulty  of  mana^D^  these  vessela  and  keeping  them  clear  of  each  other  and 
the  bottom,  with  the  limited  power  of  vieiou  which  the  holes  in  the  pilot-hooBe 
afford;  and  when  to  thie  is  added  the  smoke,  Iconsider  it  a  piece  of  great  good 
lack  that  none  of  us  got  ashore,  or  received  injury  from  collision. 

la  conclDfiioa,  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Commander  Milter,  and  the  other 
officers,  and  the  crew  generally,  for  the  quiet  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
^1  tlieir  duties  were  performed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Ostein. 
Resr-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Skip  Irontridea. 


Afort  1/  aptain  JiM  Rodgtrt,  amman^  United  SbHa  inn-dai  WiAmoim. 

Ukited  Stjites  Stiaher  Weehawken, 

In&ide  CharUston  Bar,  S.  C,  April  8,  1863 

SiB :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
Yesterday,  April  T,  one  of  the  grapnels  of  the  raft  attached  to  us  became 
•u  entangled  in  our  chaiu  that  the  Weehawken  was  detained  about  two 
butUB  in  getting  under  way.     In  obedience  to  given  signal  we  succeeded, 
howBTer,  in  arriving  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Sumter  at  about  2.50  p.  m. 

The  accuracy  of  the  shooting  ou  the  part  of  the  rebels  was  very  great, 
liariag  been  oLtuined,  no  doubt,  by  practice  at  range  targets,  since  I  re- 
marked that,  as  we  pasxed  a  buoy,  all  the  guns  opened  at  once.  The  mis- 
Bilea  were  venr  formidable,  being,  I  infer  from  their  marks,  bolts,  balls,  rifled 
stiell,  and  steel-pointed  shot.  More  than  100  guns,  I  think,  fired  upon  us  at 
once,  with  great  rapidity,  and  mostly  at  sliort  range.  Uy  counted  shot- 
natlu  are  fifty-three  ;  some,  I  presume,  have  escaped  attention 

Two  or  three  heavy  shot  struck  the  side  armor  near  the  same  place.  They 
lure  so  broken  the  iron  that  it  only  remains  in  splintered  fragments  upon 
that  spot ;  much  of  it  can  be  picked  ofi*  by  hand,  and  the  wood  is  exposed. 

The  deck  was  pierced  ho  as  to  make  a  hole,  through  which  water  ran  into 
■he  vessel ;  bat  it  was  not  large.  Thirty-sis  bolts  were  broken  in  the  tur- 
I'fi,  and  a  good  many  in  the  pilot-house  ;  but  as  tliese  are  concealed  by  an 
'fin  lining,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  liow  many. 

At  une  time  the  turret  revolved  with  difficulty  in  consequence  of  a  shot 
Dp'in  its  JQnction  with  the  pilot-house,  but  it  worked  well  again  after  a  few 
iDTns  bad  been  made  with  higher  steam.  The  gnns  and  carriages  performed 
well.  At  5  o'clock,  in  obedieuce  to  signal,  withdrew  from  the  range  of  firo 
and  anchored.  From  the  nature  of  the  attack  the  vesseU  were  alternately 
under  the  hottest  fire,  and  no  one,  I  presume,  may  be  said  to  have  had  it 
rery  severe  for  more  than  forty  minutes. 

\\'e  approached  very  close  to  the  obstructions  extending  from  Fort  Sumter 
I"  Fort  Moultrie — as  near,  indeed,  as  I  could  get  without  running  upon  them. 
They  were  marked  by  rows  of  casks  very  near  together.  To  the  eye  they 
appeared  almost  to  touch  one  another,  and  there  was  more  than  one  line  of 
'bem.    To  me  they  appeared  thus  : 

dddddddd 


Tlic  appearance  was  so  formidable  that,  upon  deliberate  judgment,  1 
thought  it  right  not  to  entangle  the  vessel  in  obstructions  which  1  did  not 
think  we  could  have  passed  through,  and  in  which  we  should  have  b^&i|(; 
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canght.    Beyond  Uieee,  piles  were  seeo  between  Castle  Pinkoe;  and  iht 
middle  ground. 

A  torpedo  exploded  under  ue,  or  very  near  to  ns  ;  it  lifted  the  veseel  i 
little,  but  I  am  unable  to  perceive  that  it  has  done  us  any  damage.  I  bsve 
no  accident  to  report. 

The  raft  which  we  had  attached  to  our  bow  did  not  much  impede  onr 
steering,  but  while  lying  at  anchor  the  waves  converted  it  into  a  huge  bat- 
tering ram.  In  two  days  it  had  started  the  armor  upon  our  bow.  Nu  tcs- 
sel  cau  carry  it  except  in  smooth  water.  Its  motions  did  not  correspond  (o 
the  movements  of  the  Wcehawken.  Sometimes,  when  she  rose  to  the  Bei 
the  raft  fell,  and  the  reverse.  Thus  we  were  threatened  with  having  it  on 
onr  decks  or  under  the  overhang.  No  pmdent  man  would  carry  the  torpedi 
attached  to  the  raft  in  a  fleet';  an  accidental  collision  would  blow  up  his 
own  friend,  and  he  would  be  more  dreaded  than  an  enemy. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  so  admirably,  that  I  am  unable  to  select 
one  for  especial  commendation.  I  »m  much  indebted  Ui  Mr.  Robert  Piatt,  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  for  his  cool  and  efficient  pilot- 
age of  the  vesHel,  which  he  continued  to  direct  after  a  ball  touching  llie 
pilot-house  immediately  over  his  head  had  given  him  a  severe  concussion. 

The  guns,  machinery,  and  in  a  word  all  onr  appliances,  were  in  excellenl 
order,  owing  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  executive  officer,  Lieotennnl 
Commander  L.  H.  Newman,  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James  G 
Tonng,  and  of  the  other  officers. 

With  your  present  means,  I  could  not,  if  I  were  asked,  recommend  a  rr- 
newal  of  the  attack. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Ct^in. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  SoiUh  AUantic  Blockading  Sjuadron.. 


S^porf  ^  Captain  John  L.    Worda,  eomaanding   UniUd  Slala  iron-dad  JfanlmL 

UNrrED  States  Steamrr  Moktauk, 

Inside  Charleston  Bar,  April  8,  1863. 

Sin  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  yesterday,  at  thirty  minotes  p^i^t 
noon,  this  vessel  got  under  way  in  accordance  with  signal  from  the  flap 
ship,  taking  the  position  assigned  in  line  next  astern  of  the  Passaic,  and  pr^' 
ceeded  up  the  channel.  At  fifty  minutes  past  two  o'clock  p.  m.  Fort  Moiii- 
trie  opened  lire  at  long  range  upon  the  advanced  vessels,  tind  soon  after  all 
the  forts  on  Sullivan's  island,  and  the  two  upou  the  npper  end  of  Morris 
island,  did  the  same.  At  ten  minutes  past  three  o'clock  this  vessel  openeJ 
lire  upon  Fort  Sumter  at  about  eight  hundred  yurds  distance,  and  still  atl- 
vaucing.  A  few  minutes  later,  the  leading  vessels  having  stopped  in  posi- 
tion about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  I  also  stopped  in  my  assi^cneJ 
position  near  the  Passaic,  snd  at  about  the  same  distance  from  the  fort  if 
the  other  vessels,  and  delivered  my  fire  deliberately. 

Some  minutes  later,  the  flood  tide  having  made,  and  setting  the  veswl 
close  to  some  formidable  l(H>king  obstructiouB,  (which  I  deemed  it  highly  im- 
portant to  avoid,)  they  turned  their  heads  towards  the  flood,  and  I  followed  in 
their  wake.  As  eoou  as  I  could  gtt  my  vessel  under  control,  which  it  was  ijuitt 
difficult  to  do  in  avoiding  the  other  vessels,  I  turned  towards  the  fort  again,  g<'t 
withinabuut  seven  hundred  yards  of  it,  and  delivered  m;  fire  as  long  as  1  was 
able  to  hold  that  position ;  but  the  tide  drifting  us,  and  tb&other  vessels  being 
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close  aromiil  ine,  I  again  turned  to  avoid  fouling  tliem,  still  delivering  my 
fire  ta  opportnnity  occurred. 

At  about  five  o'clock  I  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  from  action,  in  accord- 
ance with  signal  from  fiag-ship,  and  stood  slowly  down  against  the  tide,  and 
at  5,40  <yclock  p.  m.  anchored  in  the  chaunel  about  two  and  one-quarter  milea 
below  Fort  tiurater. 

For  about  fifty  minutes  only  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  were  under  a  concen- 
trated and  terrific  fire,  and  received  their  injuries  during  that  time. 

This  vessel  was  hit  fourteen  times,  but  received  no  material  damage.  I 
enclose  a  report  of  the  injuries  she  received,  and  another  of  the  ammunition 
expended.    I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  no  casnalties. 

I  desire  to  aay  that  I  experienced  serious  embarrassment  in  manceuvriAg 
mj  vessel  in  the  narrow  and  uncertain  channel,  with  the  limited  means  of 
observation  afforded  from  the  pilot-house,  noder  tlie  rapid  and  concentrated 
fire  from  the  forts,  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  close  around  me,  and  neither  com- 
pass nor  booya  to  guide  me. 

After  testing  the  weight  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  observing  the  obstruo- 
tiotiB,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  Charleston  caoaot  be  taken  by  the  naval  force 
now  present,  and  that,  had  the  attack  been  continued,  it  could  not  have 
failed  to  result  in  disaster. 

To  the  ofBccra  and  crew  en  ntoAW!  I  can  proudly  give  unbounded  praise  for 
Ifaeir  coolness  and  efficiency  aud  for  their  cheerful  and  ready  support. 

To  the  executive  officer.  Lieutenant  Commander  0.  H,  Cushman,  I  am  much 
indebted  for  the  very  efficient  organization  of  tbc  crew,  and  for  all  the  ar- 
rangements for  battle.  He  has  given  me  an  earnest,  intelligent,  and  efficient 
BQpport  on  all  occasions. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Samuel  F.  Brown,  having  volunteered  to  act 
aa  signal  officer,  and  made  himself  familiar  with  the  new  code  of  signals 
adopted,  was  with  me  in  the  pilot-house,  and,  by  his  quickness  of  sight  and 
uf  apprehension,  wan  uf  material  service  to  me,  particularly  in  view  of  my 
mach  impaired  eye  sight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 
C^ilain,  Commanduig  Montauh. 

Keai^Admiral  S.  F.  DoFokt, 

Commanding  Souih  AUatUic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Vniied  Slates  Sleamer  New  Jronsid&f,  inside  Gharieston  Bar. 


Btpert  </  Ltatiataia  Cbaommder  0.  B.  CitAaaa,  i^  it^aritt  nataintd  bg  (fa  MantaiJc. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  effect  upon  the  United  States  steamer 
Montauk  of  the  enemy's  fire  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  April  7, 1863; 

Hits  on  side  armor,  four.  One  of  these  is  severe,  detaching  the  entire  after 
titarboard  sectioD  of  plating  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  from  the  backing. 
Tbe  section  will  require  ret'astening.     Three  of  these  are  not  injuries. 

Qita  on  turret,  three;  none  injurious. 

Hits  on  pilot-house,  one.  This  hit  is  tolerably  severe,  loosening  three 
bolts  and  starting  in  the  plating  somewhat  In  addition,  there  are  some  light 
scars  from  grape  or  laugrage. 

Hits  on  the  deck  plating,  three;  none  very  severe.  In  addition,  there  are 
■nroe  grape  marks  also  on  deck,  and  one  grape-shot  lodged  between  bolts  of 
furward  warping  chock. 

H.  Ex.  Doc  69 £ 
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Hita  on  upper  amoke-atack,  tbrce;  all  uoiraportatit.    Second  cotter  «u 
cutadrirt  and  lost,  and  Saga  and  staSa  conaidcrably  riddled  by  grap&«baL 
Respectfully,  &c.,  &c., 

G.  H.  CDSHMAN, 
ZieulencaU  Commanding  and  Executive  OJicer. 
Captain  John  L.  Wobobk, 

UnUed  Slates  Steamer  Montauk. 


Ryan  ^  CbnmonAr  DmieL  Ammat,  caBmmimf  UiMti  jSWm  irvik^bA  F^a/mf. 

•  Ibos-clad  Patapsco, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  April  14,  1861 

Sib  :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  report,  that  on  arriving  off  Charleaton  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  &t)i,  I  proceeded,  as  directed,  to  cover  the  movements  of  the 
Keokuk  when  she  sounded  the  bar,  anchoring"  with  the  Catskill,  aa  near  u 
safety  would  permit.  It  wae  near  sunset  when  the  work  was  completed. 
and  our  pilot  bad  received  instructions.  The  Patapsco  was  immediatel; 
got  under  way,  crossed  the  bar,  and  anchored  near  the  inner  buoy.  After 
dark  we  were  joined  by  the  Catskill.  At  11  p.  m.  a  steamer  was  discovered 
approaching  from  the  direction  of  Charleston.  She  left  as  soon  as  she  foDnd 
herself  in  our  vicinity,  and  disappeared  before  I  had  an  opportunity  to  fire 
on  her.  In  obedience  to  your  sig'nal,  at  13.15  p.  m.  of  the  7th  we  got  ooder 
way  and  took  the  position  in  line  as  assigned.  Owing  to  unavoidable  de- 
lays at  the  head  of  the  line,  the  leading  vessel  reached  an  effective  ran^foi 
the  heavy  ordnance  of  the  enemy  at  about  3  p.  m.,  when  she  was  opened  upon 
from  Fort  Sumter,  and  shortly  after  from  a  sand  battery  above  Fort  Moultrie, 
with  adjacent  sand  batteries,  sand  battery  Beauregard,  and  the  faeavy  gans 
on  Gumraings's  Point. 

The  Patapsco  was  the  fourth  vessel  in  line,  and  at  3.10  opened  with  tbe 
150-pounder  rifle,  when  at  a  distance  of  1,500  yards  from  Sumter.  Following 
inposition,  we  opened,  when  at  about  1,200  yards,  with  the  faeavy  gun.  After 
tbe  fifth  discharge  of  the  rifle  that  gun  was  rendered  nsclcRS,  from  carrying 
away  the  forward  cap  aquare  bolts,  an  injury  which  could  not  be  repaired 
for  two  hours,  notwithstanding  the  strenuous  exertions  of  tbe  executive  of- 
ficer and  the  senior  engineer. 

Shortly  after  our  Jeading  vessel,  following  the  head  of  the  line,  turned  sea- 
ward. At  that  time,  or  before,  I  discovered  several  rows  of  buoys  above  us: 
also  one  or  two  rows  of  piles  or  beavily  moored  wooden  buoys  above -theiii, 
one  row,  to  the  left  of  Sumter,  high  out  of  the  water.  This  last  appeared  to 
be  some  distance  above.  Endeavoring  to  turn,  a  ship's  length  short  of  the 
Montauk,  wo  found  the  headway  of  the  vessel  cease,  and  that  she  no  longer 
obeyed  the  helm.  Backing,  we  got  off,  but  had  been  sufficiently  long  on  the 
enemy's  obstruction  to  receive  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  batteries  men- 
tioned, consisting,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  marks  and  pieces,  of  pro- 
jectiles of  1  and  8-inch  rifles  and  10  and  11-inch  culumbiads.  At  this  time 
we  were  probably  within  600  yards  from  Fort  Moultrie,  and  a  little  more 
than  double  the  distance  from  Sumter. 

We  had  passed  several  buoys  for  range  of  guns  or  otiier  purpoaea  on  going 
up,  and  after  getting  off  of  the  obstructions,  paased  down  on  the  aame  side. 
Although  I  endeavored,  I  found  it  impossible  at  the  time  to  make  the  signal 
that  we  were  on  an  obstruction,  and  I  have  to  regret  that,  observing  tiie  effi'Cl 
of  our  Are,  the  want  of  space  or  means  of  observation  in  the  pi  lot- bouse,  and 
mancGUvring  the  vessel,  prcventedthatclose  observation  of  the  ubatrnctionsur 
the  forces  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  which  would  have  bceu  desirable, 
the  seeing  of  all  the  signals  made  by  you,  or  tbe  accurate  noting  of  the  times . 
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After  a  few  heaT^  blows  on  the  tnrret,  the  quantit;  of  steam  before  ample 
to  turn  it  was  insufEcient,  and  this  was  also  canse  of  annoyance,  delay, 
and  a  decreased  fire  from  the  only^an  arailable. 

Obeying  the  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  T  anchored  on  the  port  bow 
of  Ibc  New  Ironsides,  ready  to  aid  her  if  required,  and  afterwards,  obeying 
iDstructioDB,  aachorcd  for  the  niglit  in  tine. 

Forty-seven  projectiles  of  the  enemy  struck  the  vessel.  No  damage  was 
done  which  disabled  her,  although  injuries  were  received  which  multiplied 
wonld  do  BO.  Forty  bolts  nf  the  smoke-stack  were  broken,  and  a  chain 
around  it  will  be  necessary  to  its  continued  security. 

The  officers  and  crew  acquitted  thcmselvea  as  asual.  I  am  indebted  to 
ictJDg  Master  Vaughan,  transferred  temporarily  to  this  vessel,  for  vatuabte 
■id  in  avoiding  collisions,  as  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  one  person  to  ob- 
Bcrve  properly  from  the  various  light  holes.  1  think  a  want  of  vision  one 
of  the  most  serious  defects  of  this  class,  making  it  impossible  to  fight  them 
adTautageously,  to  avoid  dangers,  or  to  make  a  satisfactory  reconnois- 

Aaolher  qnestion  of  great  importance  as  relates  to  their  efficient  employ- 
ment is  the  character  of  the  battery.  If  it  is  proposed  to  batter  down  forts 
with  a  l&-inch  gun,  then  it  is  quite  plain  that  we  have  to  come  within  dis- 
Unces  at  which  heavy  ordnance,  if  employed  in  hcOiVy  batteries  against  us, 
cannot  fail  in  the  end  to  injure  or  perhaps  disable  us.  A  comparatively 
light  pnijeciile,  with  the  same  charge  of  powder,  might  enable  us  to  take 
BDcb  distance  as^ould  be  effective,  and  yet  bo  comparatively  free  from  in- 
jiiry  to  us. 

Owing  to  the  early  disabling  of  the  rifla  and  the  various  discomfitures 
referred  to,  only  five  projectiles  were  fired  from  each  guu.  I  sawaeveral  of 
tiiem  were  effective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAN'L  AMUEN, 
Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPomt, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Bipart  ^  Ommanitr  Onrgt  W.  Roistn,  ccmmindtiv  tmtid  Slata  iron-dad  CUiUl. 

Dkhkd  Statbs  Iron-clad  Catskill, 

Inwie  Charleston  Bar,  April  8,  1863. 
Sk:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  Ibis 
(hip  off  Charleston,  on  the  5tb  instant,  I  went  close  in  to  the  bar,  to  cover 
the  Keokuk  while  sounding  out  the  channel.  About  sundown,  the  channel 
having  been  buoyed,  I  got  under  way,  in  obedieuce  to  your  order,  and  went 
ov^r  the  bar.  It  was  too  dark  to  see  the  buoys,  but  the  Patapsco  having 
gone  over  and  being  alone  inside,  I  pushed  on  and  anchored  safely  inside. 
Baring  the  tiight  a  steamer  came  in  sight,  apparently  reconnoitring,  but  re< 
tamed  npou  being  discovered.  The  6th,  the  weather  was  too  thick  to  see 
the  ranges  for  proceeding  up  the  channel.  The  7th,  at  12.15  p.  m.,  in 
oltedience  to  signal,  I  got  under  way  with  the  fleet.  At  1.45,  having  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  line  ahead,  my  position  being  next  astern  the  fla^-^hip, 
aUrted  ahead.  At  2.50;  Forts  Moultrie,  Sumter,  and  Beauregard,  with  the 
batteries  at  Cummings's  Point,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  the  causeway  or  redan 
ettending  from  Fort  Moultrie,  opened  upon  the  head  of  the  line;  the  flag- 
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ship  becoming  unmanageable  from  shoal  water  and  strong  tide,  I  passed 
her.  At  3.36,  the  first  shot  struck  tlie  Catskill,  and  at  3.3S  lopeDcdfire 
upon  Fort  Sumter,  disregarding  the  others,  the  leading  vesseU  having  pro- 
.  ceeded  as  far  as  the  obstructions.  I  pushed  on,  and  approaching  within  six 
hundred  yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  near  the  Keokuk,  continued  my  fire,  which  i 
could  see  take  effect;  one  15-inch  shot  apparently  dismounted  one  of  the 
barbette  guns.  At  5,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  withdrew  from  action  and 
anchored  with  the  fleet  inside  the  bar,  out  of  range. 

The  cross  fire  from  the  forte  and  batteries  was  most  severe.  Several  linea 
of  buoys  extended  from  Fort  Sumter  across  the  channel,  and  from  the  mid- 
dle ground  extended  a  row  of  piles,  inside  of  which  were  several  steamers. 
I  woB  surprised  to  find,  even  with  this  severe  fire,  that  these  vessels  could 
be  GO  much  injured  in  so  short  a  time,  two  or  three  having  passed  me  dur- 
ing the  action  to  which  some  disaster  had  happened.  This  vessel  was  struck 
flome  twenty  times,  bnt  witbont  any  Bcrious  injury  except  one  shot  upoo 
the  forward  part  of  tfae  deck,  which  broke  both  plates,  the  deck  planking, 
and  drove  down  the  iron  stanchion  sustaining  this  beam  about  one  incb, 
causing  the  deck  to  leak. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  no  person  was  injured  during  the  engagemenL 
The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  all  behaved  with  coolness  and  courage. 
Lieutenant  Commander.  G.  G.  Carpenter,  the  executive  officer,  and  Acting 
Uaster  J.  W.  Simmons,  directed  the  fire  of  the  guns  in  the  turret  with  en- 
ergy and  skill.  To  Senior  Engineer  George  D.  Emmons  and  Peter  Trescott, 
quartermaster,  who  steered  this  ship,  I  am  much  indebftd  for  the  assist- 
ance rendered  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.EODGERS,  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DcPowr, 

Qjmmanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadnm. 


B^pert  1^  Cinmunifar  D .  MtN.  Faafax,  eDmnamfinj  Unitid  Stala  inm-cliid  AinAidhf. 

UuiEti)  States  Irok-cud  Nantucrkt, 

Off  Cummingt/a  Point,  April  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  bj 
this  vessel  in  the  attack  of  yesterday  upon  the  forts  at  the  entrance  to 
Charleston  by  the  iron-clad  fleet  under  your  command. 

At  1.15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  a  general  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  weighed 
anchor  and  took  up  a  position  the  seventli  vessel  in  order  of  battle,  "tiie 
line  ahead." 

At  3.50  the  batteries  opened  their  fire  upon  our  advanced  line.  Abont 
this  time  the  New  Ironsides  seemed  to  have  become  unmanageable,  falling 
off  and  out  of  line,  with  her  head  down  stream.  Her  slow  progress  pre- 
vented the  rearmost  vessels  from  closing  up  with  those  already  under  fire. 
It  was  then  the  signal  was  thrown  out  to  "  disregard  the  motions  of  the 
commander-in-chief,"  and  the  rearmost  vessels  pnshed  on  to  gain  a  position 
within  elective  range  of  the  forts. 

At  3.1^0  the  guns  from  Fort  Beauregard  opened  upon  this  vessel  at  a  dis- 
tance of  750  yards.  At  3.50,  having  arrived  within  750  yards  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  1,000  yards  of  Moultrie,  and  close  np  to  the  obstructions  thrown 
across  the  channel,  I  directed  the  fire  of  the  two  guns  to  be  opened  upon 
Fort  Sumter.  We  were  then  under  the  &te  of  three  forts,  and  the  most  ter- 
rific was  it  for  forty-five  to  fitt;  minutes.    Onr  fire  was  very  stow,  necee- 
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«nril7,  and  not  half  bo  observable  upon  the  waUn  of  the  forts  as  the  rain  of 
Ibeir  rifle-shot  and  heavy  shell  was  upon  this  Teasel.  After  the  third  shot 
from  tJie  XV-inch  gun  the  port  stopper  became  jammed,  several  shot  strik- 
ing verj  near  the  port  and  driving  in  the  plating;  it  waa  not  nsed  again. 
Tbc  Xl-inch  gun  was  fired  during  the  entire  time  of  one  honr  and  fifteen 
miuates  only  twelve  times. 

At  5  o'dock  the  signal  to  cease  firing  was  made.  As  the  fleet  withdrew 
the  forts  materially  slackened  their  fire,  evidently  not  wishing  to  expend 
their  aromnnition  withoat  some  resnlt.  Certainly,  their  firing  was  excellent 
thrnughoat ;  fortunately,  it  was  directed  to  some  half  dozen  iron-clads  at  a 
time.  The  effect  of  their  fire  upon  the  Keokuk,  together  with  that  of  their 
heavy  rifle-shot  upon  the  Monitors,  is  sufficient  proof  that  any  one  vessel 
could  Dot  Iimg  have  withstood  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
The  obstractiona  being  placed  at  a  concentrated  point  of  fire  from  the  three 
forts,  shows,  conclusively,  that  they  must  have  been  of  no  mean  character. 
Oar  Ere  always  drew  down  upon  us  four  or  five  heavy  rifle-shots,  aimed  at 
oar  ports.  One  riQc-ahot  struck  within  less  than  six  inches  of  the  XV-inch 
pnrt ;  several  struck  very  near.  I  am  convinced  that,  although  this  class  of 
veggels  can  stand  a  very  heavy  fire,  yet  the  want  of  more  guns  will  render 
tiem  comparatively  harmless  before  formidable  earthworks  and  forts.  I 
mast  say  that  T  ant  disappointed  beyond  measnre  at  this  experiment  of 
Monitors  overcoming  strong  forts.    It  waa  a  fair  trial. 

1  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  officers  and  crew  behaved  with 
becoming  coolness  and  bravery.  Lieutenant  Commander  L.  A.  Beardslee, 
the  executive  officer,  and  the  senior  engineer,  Mr.  George  H.  White,  rendered 
me  great  assistance  in  the  WQrkin<;  uf  guns,  turret,  and  even  the  vessel,  as 
the  bell-gear  broke  early  in  the  fight  and  the  orders  had  to  be  passed  down 
totorrct-chamber,  nnd  thence  by  a  tube  into  the  engine-room. 

Herewith  are  the  reports  of  executive  iifficcv  and  senior  engineer.     They 
will  explain  the  condition  of  the  vessel  after  the  attack. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MoN.  FAIRFAX, 
Commander  United  ISates  ^oyv- 

BearAdmiral  S.  F.  DnPowr, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


B^trt  if  TMUtauBit  CamimaAr  L,  A.  Barrdilti  qf  itffima  nutoiiwf  Ay  tht  A'anAiaM. 

UsrrED  States  Irok-clad  Nantdckft, 

Innde  Charleston  Bar,  AprH  8,  1868. 

Sn :  In  obedien(;e  to  yonr  order,  I  famish  you  with  a  statement  of  the  in- 
JBries  received  by  this  ship  during  the  engagement  yesterday. 

We  were  struck  fifty-one  times,  besides  a  number  of  dents  by  fragments 
of  abells.  The  turret  was  struck  eighteen  times,  principally  by  lO-incb 
*>lid  and  6-inch  rifle-shot.  One  rifle-shot  struck  on  the  lower  corner  of  the 
XV-inch  port,  denting  the  outer  plate  about  IJ  inch,  and  bulging  the  whole 
iMckness,  so  much  as  to  prevent  the  port  stopper  from  swinging.  This  shot 
*M  received  after  the  third  fire  of  the  XV-inch,  and  disabled  the  gun  for 
the  rest  of  the  fight,  we  not  being  able  to  open  the  port.  A  10-inch  shot 
Btruck  directly  opposite,  and  near  the  top  of  the  turret,  starting  a  number 
"f  InltB,  and  breaking  the  clamp-ring  inside.  The  others*did  no  serious 
damage,  further  than  breaking  and  loosening  a  number  of  bolts.  There 
may  be  more  damage,  bat  we  will  not  be  able  to  ascertain  without  remov- 
ing the  "pilasters"  covering  the  bolt-heads— a  job  that  cannot  be  done 
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without,  for  the  time,  disabling  the  tnrret.  DDritiff  the  action  the  tnrretbe- 
came  janiroGd.  Upon  examination,  we  discovered  six  or  seven  bolt-he&da 
and  nuts  that  had  fallen  inside  and  into  ttie  recess  around  the  buttura  of  the 
tarrct,  rendering  it  necessary  to  key  the  turret  higher  in  ordur  to  clear  them. 
Upon  attempting  to  revolve  the  tuiret  again  to-day,  found  that  anotncr  had 
fallen  since  the  first  were  remnvcd.  The  pilot-house  was  struck  ODCe,  b 
square  hit,  bnt  doing  no  damage.  T!ie  side  armor  was  struck  nine  times — 
once  below  the  water-line,  A  number  of  the  Ride  plates  are  started  so  much 
that  another  shot  in  their  vicinity  would,  in  my  opinion,  knock  them  off. 
One  bolt  was  driven  th'rough  the  iron,  and  ie  buried  in  the  oak.  One  of  the 
deck  plates  is  started  from  a  blow  on  the  side  armor.  The  smoke-stack  was 
riddled  in  the  upper  sections,  and  received  five  shots  in  the  lower  sections- 
one,  a  solid  10-iiich,  fell,  after  striking  upon  the  deck,  and  was  secured. 

The  Bteam-whistlo  was  cut  off.  The  deck  plates  were  cut  in  twelve  plai-CB. 
.  One  shot  cut  through  the  iron,  and  about  two  inches  into  the  beam,  starling 
the  plate,  several  bolts,  and  the  planking  for  some  feet  below.  This  waa 
directly  over  the  Andrews  pump,  in  the  engine-room.  The  others  are  not 
serious.  The  Srst  discharge  of  XV-inch  gun  blew  off  eight  of  the  beads  of 
the  l>oltB  securing  the  muzzle  box.  The  discharge  of  the  Xl-iuch  gun,  or 
else  the  blow  of  a  shot  on  the  turret,  lifted  one  of  the  perforated  plates  on 
top.  These  plates  are  not  properly  secured.  The  outer  turret  plate,  in  the 
XV-inch  port,  ia  started  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch — the  nest  layer  iu  ■ 
less  degree.  Two  of  the  "  guides"  to  the  Xl-inch  carriage  were  carried  away 
through  the  gun  not  being  properly  compiossed.  Some  of  the  gear  to  the 
engine-room  bell  was  disabled  at  the  first  fire,  causing  trouble  and  confueion 
in  getting  orders  promptly  conveyed  from  pilothouse  to  engine-room. 
Fortunately,  we  had  had  a  speaking  tube  from  tho  turret  chamber  to  the 
engine-room  put  up  at  Port  Royal,  The  ship  ia  tight,  and  can,  if  necessary, 
go  into  another  fight  at  once  ;  but  to  do  so  would,  in  my  opinion,  greatly 
endanger  the  ship,  unless  considerable  repairs  aie  first  given  her,  there 
being  several  places  too  much  weakened  to  resist  a  second  blow. 
Very  respectrully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

L.  A.  BEARDSLBE, 
HeuUnant  Commanding  and  £xectUive  Officer. 

Commander  D.  MoN.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  N., 

Untied  S'.aleg  Iron-dad  Nanlucis^. 


Btport  nf  Sadar  Ei^uutr  Qtorgt  B.  WkOt  i^  iMjuriti  nulamd  by  tht  tiatitaAd. 

UHTreo  States  Irgk-clau  Stiaher  NANrncfCCT, 

Iwdde  Ckarlestoa  Bar,  S.  (?.,  AprU  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  would  report  the  damage  done  this  veesel  during  the  engagement 
of  the  7th  instant  as  ToIIowb:  Of  the  shots  striking  tho  deck,  two  have 
made  largo  scores  and  cracked  the  top  plate  ;  another,  on  the  starboard  aide, 
over  the  engine-room  platform,  and  directly  above  the  Andrews  pump,  has 
cut  through  the  deck  plates,  and  several  inches  into  the  deck,  forcing  one 
of  the  bolts  through  the  beam,  and  the  deck  planks  down  on  each  side  of  it. 
The  fastenings  of  both  deck  plates  and  planba  are  started  for  several  feet. 
This  should  receive  attention  before  the  ship  takes  part  in  another  6ghL 
The  other  shots  on  deck  have  done  no  material  damage.  AH  the  shots 
striking  the  side  armor  have  started  the  bolts  and  plates.  In  one  or  tvo 
places  the  plates  are  cracked,  but  to  no  serious  extent.  Though  some  of 
these  shots  are    on  or  near  the  water-line,  there  arc  no  leaks  from  them. 
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nnmber  of  places,  breaking  off  the  heads  of  several  bolts  and  a  number  of  the 
nnta  OD  the  inside.  CDdt-r  the  15-inch  port  a  shot  has  started  all  the  plates, 
causing  them  for  a  time  to  jam  the  port  closer.  This  difficulty  was  overcome 
this  morning,  None  of  the  plates  are  broken.  Directly  opposite,  but  near 
the  lop  of  tlie  turret,  a  shot  lias  bent  the  plates  badly,  carried  away  the 
moer  ring,  and  a  number  of  nuts.  The  full  extent  of  the  injury  cannot  be 
Been,  as  it  is  covered  by  a  pilaster,  but  I  cannot  think  it  aerioiia.  Two  shots 
Blruck  the  ring  at  the  bottom  of  the  turret,  bendinfi^  it  badly,  and  causing  it 
to  jam.     It  is  of  no  use  in  its  present  condition. 

Tlie  mnzzle-box  of  the  Id-inch  gun  was  carried  away  from  the  turret  on 
Ibe  forward  side,  breaking  eight  bolts,  five  on  the  side  and  three  on  the 
bottom.  This  part  of  tlie  vessel  is  a  bad  fit,  which,  I  think,  account*  for  all 
the  tronble. 

On  the  forward  side  of  the  11-inch  port  the  three  outer  coursee  of  plates 
have  started  by  the  firing  of  this  gun,  the  outer  one  being  three-tenths  of 
an  inch  beyond  its  proper  position.  The  port-hole  is  cut  near  the  edge  of  the 
plate,  and  there  are  no  bolts  to  hold  it  in  place.  In  revolving  the  turret  it  has 
pressed  several  times  on  the  nuts,  which  have  been  carried  away  and  fallen 
down  ;  for  some  reason,  that  as  yet  1  have  been  unable  to  find  out,  the  turret 
does  not  revolve  as  freely  as  before,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  remedy  this  trouble. 
The  braces  between  the  deck  beams  under  the  turret  work  slack,  and  should 
be  provided  with  jam  nuts.  The  effect  of  all  the  shot  that  have  struck  the 
turret  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  axis  seems  to  indicate  that  the  bolta  fit  too 
loosely,  and  the  iron  of  the  bolts  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  break  too 
eisily.  The  violent  recoil  of  the  11-inch  gun  on  one  occasion  forced  a  hole 
throngh  one  of  the  pilasters,  and  backed  one  of  the  bolts  some  three  inches 
ODt  of  the  turret,  at  the  same  time  carrying  away  the  two  after  gntdes  on 
the  carriage  ;  the  repairs  required  are  being  made,  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
goa  is  ready  for  duty.  The  perforated  plate  over  this  gun  was  raised  out 
of  its  position,  but  has  been  replaced,  and  is  being  firmly  secured.  In  order 
to  learn  how  many  bolts  are  broken,  the  shot-racks  and  plates  in  the  turret 
K'ili  have  to  be  taken  up,  in  order  to  remove  the  pilasters,  which  would  for 
a  time  disable  the  vessel,  and  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  recommend 
it  at  present. 

The  impregnable  smoke-pipe  was  struck  several  times,  breaking  the  heads 
of  bolts,  and  carrying  away  a  piece  about  three  inches  deep  at  the  top  where 
the  temporary  pipe  was  fastened.  The  temporary  smoke-pipe  is  full  of  holes, 
bnt  still  answers  every  purpose.  Tho  whistle  and  whistle-pipe  are  both  shot 
■way,  as  the  after  awning  stanchions.  The  pilot-house  was  struck  once,  but 
DO  damage  was  done.  Daring  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  the  bell- 
pDll  gave  way,  rendering  it  necessary  to  pass  the  word  from  the  pilot-house. 
This  has  been  repaired. 

The  fact  of  nearly  all  the  shot  striking  the  turret  and  the  after  part  of  the 
vessel  shows  clearly  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  either  disable  th% 
guns  or  machinery.  Fortunately,  the  attempt  was  nnsnccessful ;  the  ma- 
chinery and  boilers  are  in  good  order,  and  as  soon  as  the  bolts  promised 
have  been  sent  on  board,  the  guns  will  be  as  perfect  as  before  the  en- 
gagement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  .yonr  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  WHITE, 

Senior  Engineer. 
Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  V.  S.  Iron-dad  Steamer  Nantucket 
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Btftorl  0^  Cbaamnidtr  Joim  Demut,  commandnv  Uailti  StUa  Inm-dad  XahoMl, 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Steahkr  Nahiht, 

Port  Royal,  April  13,  1863. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  eubmit  the  following  account  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  the  7th  instant  with  the  forts  and  batteries  in 
Charleston  harbor : 

Weig;hing  anchor,  in  compliance  with  signal,  we  occopied  the  positioa 
assigned  us  in  the  order  of  battle  next  to  the  rear  of  the  line,  estering  into 
action  at  about  3  p.m.;  and  at  4  o'clock  becoming  hotly  engaged  with 
Forts  Snmter  and  Moultrie,  and  the  various  other  batteries  which  lined  the 
northern  shore  of  the  harbor,  and  concentrated  an  intense  fire  upon  ns,  wbile 
floating  obstructions  of  a  formidable  nature,  apparently,  drawn  between 
Moultrie  and  Sumter,  barred  the  way  to  further  progress  up  the  harbor 

We  soon  began  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the  terrible,  and  1  belieie 
almost  unprecedented,  fire  to  which  we  were  exposed;  and  at  4. BO  the  tur- 
ret refused  to  turn,  having  become  jammed  from  the  effects  of  three  blowa 
trom  heavy  shot,  two  of  them  on  the  composition  ring  about  the  base  of  the 
pilot-house,  (one  of  these  breaking  off  a  piece  of  iron  weighing  seventy- 
eight  pounds  from  the  interior  that  assisted  to  keep  the  house  square  on  iis 
bearings,  throwing  it  with  such  violence  to  tho  other  side  of  the  honse, 
striking,  bending,  and  disarranging  steering-gear  in  its  course,  that  il 
bounded  from  the  inside  curtain  and  fell  back  into  the  centre  of  the  house,) 
and  the  other  on  the  outside  of  turret,  bulging  it  in  and  driving  off  the 
Ig-incU  apron  bolted  on  to  the  inside  to  keep  in  place  the  gun-rails,  and 
down  the  main  trace  of  turret.  The  bolt-heads  flying  from  the  inside  (rf 
pilot-house  at  the  same  time  struck  down  pilot,  Mr.  Solield,  twice  struck  and 
senseless — and  the  quartermaster,  £dward  Cobb,  helmsman,  fatally  in- 
juring with  fractured  skull,  leaving  me  alone  in  the  pilot-house,  the  st«erin^ 
gear  becoming  at  the  same  time  disarranged.  We  were  wttliin  five  hundred 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  nnmau  age  able,  and  under  the  concentrated  fire  of,  1 
think,  one  hundred  guns  at  short  range,  and  the  obstructions  close  aboard. 
But  fortunately  we  got  the  preventer  steering-gear  in  working  order  in  time 
to  prevent  disastrous  result.  And  getting  my  vessel  once  more'under  com- 
mand, 1  endeavored  to  renew  the  action,  but  after  repeated  futile  efforts  to 
tDm  the  guns  on  the  fort,  I  concluded  to  retire  for  a  time  from  close  action 
and  endeavor  to  repair  damages.  At  this  time  the  squadron  commenced 
retiring  from  action,  in  compliance  with  signal,  and  we  permanently  with- 
drew, having  been  about  forty  minutes  in  close  action,  during  which  we  were 
atrnck  thirty-six  tiroes  heavily,  had  one  man  fatally,  two  severely,  and  four 
slightly  injured,  all  by  flying  bolts  and  iron  inside  of  turret  and  pilot-house; 
and  we  received  the  following  injuries  to  the  vessel  and  fittings,  besides 
those  already  enumerated,  the  plates  on  side  armor  broken  badly  in  several 
places,  and  in  one,  wliere  struck  by  two  shot  in  close  proximity,  partly 
stripped  from  the  wood  and  the  wood  backing  broken  in ,  with  edging  of 
deck  plates  started  up  and  rolled  back  in  places.  On  port  quarter  aide 
armor  deeply  indented,  and  started  from  side  and  extremity  of  stem.  Ttte 
deck  is  struck  twice  damagingly — one  shot  near  the  propeller  well,  quite 
shattering  and  tearing  the  plating  in  its  passage,  and  starting  up  twenty- 
five  bolts;  another  starting  plate  and  twenty  bolts;  and  slighter  blows  are 
numerous.  In  smoke-stack  armor  there  are  three  shot-marks — one  that 
pierced  the  armor,  making  a  hole  fifteen  inches  long  and  nine  inches  broad, 
displacing  grating  inside  and  breaking  seven  bolts.  In  the  turret  there  are 
marks  of  nine  shot;  fifty-six  of  the  bolts  are  broken  perceptibly  to  us,  t be 
bolt-heads  flying  off  inside  of  turret,  and  the  bolts  stariing  almost  their 
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length  oataide,  some  of  tbem  fl;ing  out  completely,  Bod  bang  found  at  a 
considerable  distanco  fn>m  the  turret  on  the  deck.  Doubtless  many  others 
•re  broken  that  we  cannot  detect,  aa  by  trying  them  we  find  others  loosened. 
One  shot  struck  the  upper  part  of  the  turret,  breaking  through  every  plate, 
parting  gome  of  them  in  two,  three,  and  four  places.  In  pilot-house  there 
were  mirks  of  six  shot,  three  of  them  11-inch;  twenty-one  of  the  bolts  were 
brokeu  perceptibly,  and  others  evidently  started.  Thit  plates  are  also  much 
started,  and  the  pilot-house  itself,  1  think,  much  damaged  and  wrecked; 
indeed,  it  is  my  opinion  that  four  more  such  shot  as  it  received  would  have 
demolished  it.  One  shot  at  the  base  broke  every  plate  through,  and  evi- 
dently nearly  penetrated  it.  Both  flagstaffs  were  struck,  but  were  not  en- 
tirelj  Bhot  away,  and  the  ensign  remained  fiying  throughout. 

In  making  this  minute  detailed  report  of  the  damaging  eficcta  of  shot  upon 
thia  vessel,  I  have  been  influenced  by  a  wish  to  point  out  wherein  weak 
point!  are  practically  shown  to  exist;  and  I  will  add  that  this  experience 
hiis  proved  in  my  mind,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  to  those  above  enumerated  ma; 
be  added  all  hatch  plates,  anchor  well  and  propeller  well  plates,  and  the 
tops  of  the  turret  and  pilot-house,  as  entirety  iuadcquate  to  defend  the  place 
they  cover  from  being  entirely  penetrated;  and  in  the  propeller  well,  wherein 
Ibe  propeller  would  probably  be  injured,  and  the  pilot-liouse,  wherein  is  con- 
tained the  wheel  for  steering,  and  where  exists  the  only  lookout  for  the 
jmidance  of  the  vessel,  and  the  top  of  the  turret,  from  which  the  iron  would 
^driven  in  upon  the  heads  of  those  fighting  the  guns  below,  the  effect, 
neceaaarily,  would  be  damaging.  During  the  action  we  fired  four  l&-incb 
sliell,  3^  ilO"  fuze,  three  15-inch  cored  shot,  four  11-inch  shell,  10"  fuze,  and 
fonr  11-inch  solid  shot. 

Tbe  bearing  of  men  anJ  otQcers  was  most  admirable.  The  guns  were 
Conght  coolly,  by  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  in  command  of  division,  and  all  the 
duties'  performed  promptly  and  quietly  in  the  turret,  under  the  general  super- 
vision  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Harmony.  Of  the  men  struck  by  flying 
bulla,  not  one  left  his  station  at  thu  gun  voluntarily,  and  only  one  at  all,  and 
he  remained  aotil  he  fell  senseless,  and  was  carried  below.  Mr.  J.  Sofield, 
tbe  pilot,  performed  his  duties  coolly  and  satisfactorily  until  he  fell  senseless 
vhtle  in  the  act  of  seizing  the  spokes  of  the  wheel  just  dropped  by  the  quar- 
lennaaEer,  (Cobb,)  though  struck  in  the  head  by  a  bolt  at  the  same  time,  but 
falling  almost  simultaneously  with  him  from  the  effect  of  another  blow. 

Id  conclusion,  I  have  to  state  that  it  was  not  until  the  following  day,  at  5 
p'  m.,  that  the  turret  was  cleared  sufficiently  to  be  turned,  althougli  a  corps 
of  workmen  brought  out  from  New  York,  and  under  skilful  supervision, 
*ere  present,  and  commenced  work  upon  tbe  damages  early  the  following 
morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPost, 

Commanding  South  AUantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Sh^  Wabaah,  Port  Boi/aL 


B^ortiifXlbmmanJtrA.  C.  BUtid,  ammmtHiig  Unilti  Stalm  imndad  Ktokui. 

UitrrED  Statbs  Flas-Ship  New  InoNsmis, 
0(f  Gianming^a  Point,  South  Carolina,  April  8,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  I  got  the  Keokuk  under  way  at  12.30 
P'  n).  yesterday,  in  obedience  to  the  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  and  took  % 
position  in  the  line  prescribed  in  yourorderof  advance  and  attack.    /AtS.SO.  i 
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the  fiag-ship  having  niade  signal  to  disregard  her  motions,  I  ran  the  Ceokal 
ahead  of  my  leading  tcbhcI  to  avoid  getting  foul  in  the  narrow  channel  aod 
strong  tideway.  I  was  forced,  in  consequence,  to  take  a  position  sligblly 
in  advance  of  the  leading  vessel  of  the  line,  and  brought  my  vessel  nudcr  a 
concentrated  heavy  fire  from  Forts  MouUrio  and  Siiniter,  at  a  distance  of 
abont  five  hnndred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  former.  The  posit  inn' taken  by 
the  Keokuk  was  maintained  for  about  thirty  minutes,  during  which  period 
sho  was  struck  ninety  limes  in  the  hnll  and  turrets.  Nineteen  shuts  pierced 
her  through  at  and  juat  bolow  the  water-line.  The  turrets  were  pierced  in 
many  places,  one  of  the  forward  port  shutters  shot  away;  in  short,  the  vcb- 
eel  was  completely  riddled. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  keep  her  afloat  many  minutes  more  under  sach  n 
extraordinary  fire,  during  which  rifled  projectiles  of  every  species  and  tb« 
largest  calibre,  as  also  hot  shot,  were  poured  into  us,  1  reluctantly  with- 
drew from  action  at  4.40  p.  m.,  with  the  gun-carriage  of  the  forward  turret 
disabled,  and  so  many  of  the  crew  of  the  after  gun  wouoded  as  to  prevents 
possibility  of  remaining  under  fire.  I  succeeded  in  getting  the  Keokok  to 
SD  anchor  out  of  range  of  fire,  and  kept  her  afloat  during  the  night  in  the 
smooth  water,  though  the  water  was.  pouring  into  her  in  many  places. 

At  daylight  this  morning  it  became  so  rough  that  I  saw  the  vessel  most 
soon  go  down.  Assistance  being  sent  me,  1  endeavored  to  get  the  vessel 
round,  and  tow  up,  and  in  that  effort,  at  abont  1.30  a.  m.  she  went  down 
rapidly,  and  now  lies  completely  submerged  to  the  top  of  her  smoke-stack 
Tne  officers  and  crew  were  all  saved,  the  wounded  having  been  put  od  board 
a  tug  a  few  minutes  before  the  Keokuk  went  down.  Owing  to  the  loss  t>f 
papers,  and  the  separation  of  officers  and  crew,  I  am  anable  to  furnish  an 
officer's  medical  report,  but  give  as  nearly  as  possible  the  casnalties  in  Hm 
action  of  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Commander 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Alhtntie  BloiAading  Bquadroju  • 
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Stporl  <f  Cvtaia  T.  Tumtr. 


United  States  Ship  New  Ironsides, 

Of  Charkston.  S.  C,  April  10,  1863. 

Adhhul:  Yonr  preoence  on  board  of  this  ship  durin^r  the  severe  engage- 
ment uf  the  tth  of  April  against  the  forts  Sumter,  Moultrie,  Beauregard, 
Cammings's  Point,  and  the  adjacent  batteries,  which  concentrated  their  Gre 
on  yonr  advaDcine  fleet,  relieves  me  from  representing  many  details  which 
your  absence,  onder  like  circumstances,  would  have  made  incumbent 

You  will,  however,  have  observed  how  correct  my  representation  was, 
that  this  ship  could  not  bo  depended  upon  in  a  tide-way,  and  how  unman- 
ageable she  became,  compelling  the  pilot  to  order  the  anchor  to  be  let  f;n 
twice  in  order  to  avoid  groanding,  which  would  have  involved  the  loss  ol 
the  ship. 

The  unavoidable  delay  in  commencing  action  was  a  severe  test  to  mj 
officers  and  crew,  as  they  were  all  the  time  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and 
shot,  the  eficcts  of  some  of  whidhyou  have  personally  extiroinod 
'  The  steadiness  and  discip1ine*nder  an  ordeal  of  this  kind,  withont  the 
relief  of  active  engagement  in  battle,  I  need  not  state  to  you,  was  a  very 
gratifying  spectacle  to  myself,  though  what  I  had  expected  from  my  officen 
and  men. 

The  iron  turret  of  this  ship  being  too  small  to  contain  more  than  yourself, 
the  fleet  captain,  and  the  pilot,  who  were  controlling  the  movements  of  this 
ship  and  the  fleet,  I  took  up  my  position  at  the  batteries,  commanding  them 
in  person,  where  there  was,  w;th  port-shutters  down  and  gratings  on,  scarce 
light  enough  to  discern  the  face  of  the  nearest  person  to  me. 

I  obtained  the  soundings  as  best  I  could  from  time  to  time  by  tricing  up 
a  port-shutter  and  heaving  the  lead  from  the  sill  of  the  port,  and  I  found  the 
ship  frequently  within  afootof  the  bottom.  I  attribute  to  the  extraordinary 
skill  of  the  pilot,  Acting  Master  Godfrey,  the  fact  that  she  was  kept  clear 
of  it 

Forcing  her  way  up  the  channel,  she  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  lit- 
erally obliquely,  excepting  only  when  she  fell  off  one  way  or  the  other.  One 
of  these  shots  striking  the  forward  facing  of  the  portshutter,  carried  it 
away  instantly.  My  impression  is,  had  you  been  able  to  get  this  ship  into 
close  position,  where  her  broadside  would  have  been  brought  to  bear,  that 
not  one  port-shutter  would  have  been  left  under  the  Are  of  such  enormous 
projectiles  as  were  thrown  from  the  enemy's  works,  multiplied  on  everyside 
of  us.  The  damage  done  to  this  ship,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  of  a 
port-shutter,  is  not  material.  The  wood  work  at  both  ends,  where  stmck, 
will  be  repaired  at  once. 

I  have  supposed  that  the  distance  at  which  she  received  ^e  severest  fire  of 
the  enemy  was  about  one  thousand  (1,000)  yards,  and  I  think  she  has  clearly 

tTOved  the  invulnerability  of  her  armor  at  that  distance,  for  there  was  veij 
ittle  damage  done. 
So  dense  was  the  smoke  in  the  channel  that  I  could  with  difficulty  at 
times  see  beyond  fifty  yards  from  the  ship,  and  experienoed  gre.at  embar- 
rassment in  training  my  guns,  even  when  she  fell  off  so  that  I  could  use 
them. 

I  have  briefly  expressed  in  a  foregoing  passage  my  admiration  of  tbe  de- 
portment of  my  officers  and  men  under  these  trying  circumstances.  1 
realized  all  I  have  expected  from  them,  but  I  should  fall  short  of  my  doty, 
air,  if  J  omitted  to  present  to  your  especial  notice  the  lat  lieutenant  of  thi^ 
ship,  Lieutenant  Commander  George  E.  Belknap.  It  was  not  in  the  hour  oi 
battle  only  that  great  demand  was  made  upon  him;  there  was  &  conataoi 

Gooylc 
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preesara  npon  the  high  qaalities  which  distinguish  him  as  ao  efficieot  officer 
to  meet  exigeDcies  whieh  through  a  week  of  toil  and  labor  he  had  to  pro- 
vide for.  He  was  equal  to  his  work,  gave  me  a  perfect  support  at  all  times, 
and  I  desire  here,  and  through  you,  to  commend  him  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration  of  the  government  as  an  officer  of  the  highest  merit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  T0RNER,  Commodore. 
Rear-Adroiral  S.  F.  DdPont, 

Commanding  South  AUantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


lUbrltMtar-JdminlJiiiPemtigtkiSBeTtUryqfaullats. 

Navy  DBPAmireNT,  April  11,  1863. 
Sjb:  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  department  by  the  President,  in  view 
of  operations  elsewhere,  and  especially  by  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  that 
you  should  retain  a  strong  force  off  CbarleBton,  even  should  you  find  it  im- 
possible to  carry  the  place.  You  will  continue  to  menace  the  rebels,  keep- 
ing Ihem  in  apprehension  of  a  renewed  attack,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
occupied,  and  not  come  north  or  go  west  to  the  aid  of  the  rebels,  with  whom 
onr  forces  will  soon  he  in  conflict.  Should  you  be  Buccessful,  as  we  trust 
aod  believe  you  will  be,  it  is  expected  that  General  Hunter  will  continue  to 
keep  the  rebels  employed  and  in  constant  appreheusion,  so  that  they  shall 
Dot  leave  the  vicinity  of  Charleston.  This  detention  of  the  iron-clads,  should 
it  be  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  repulse,  can  be  but  for  a  few  days. 

I  troat  your  success  will  bo  such  that  the  iron-clads  can  be  or  will  have 
been  despatched  to  the  gulf  when  this  reaches  you.  There  is  intense  anxiety 
ID  regard  to  your  operations.  This  day  is  the  anniversary  of  the  assault  on 
hunter,  and  God  grant  that  il«  recurrence  may  witness  the  destruction  of 
that  fortress  by  our  naval  forces  under  your  command. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  DcPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  C. 


EXBCDTIVi!  HlNSION, 

WoMngton,  April  18,  1868. 
Hold  yonr  position  inside  the  bar  near  Charleston ;  or  if  you  shall  have 
'eft  it,  retarn  to  it  and  hold  it  till  further  orders.  Do  not  allow  the  enemy 
'n  erect  new  batteries  or  defences  on  Morris  island.  If  he  has  be^n  it, 
Jrive  him  out  I  do  not  herein  order  you  to  renew  the  general  attack.  That 
is  to  depend  on  your  own  discretion  or  a  further  order. 

A.  LINCOLN. 
Admiral  DuPont. 
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f^ikiP 


ExscunvR  Mansion, 

WaMnglon,  April  14,  18S3. 
This  ia  iDteitded  to  clear  up  an  apparent  incoDsisteDcy  betvecn  the  Tecent 
order  to  continne  operatioiie  before  Charleston,  and  the  former  one  to  remove 
to  another  point  in  a  certain  contingenc;.  No  censure  upon  yon,  or  either 
of  you,  ia  intended  ;  we  still  hope  that,  by  cordial  and  judicions  ccKipers- 
tioD,  you  can  take  the  batteries  on  Morris  island  and  Sullivan's  island,  and 
Fort  Sumter.  But  whether  you  can  or  not,  we  wish  the  demonstration  kept 
up  for  a  time,  for  a  collateral  and  very  important  object ;  we  wish  the  at- 
tempt to  be  a  real  one,  (though  not  a  desperate  one,)  if  it  affords  any  con- 
siderable chance  of  success.  Bat  if  prosecuted  as  a  demoni^ratinn.  only,  this 
must  not  become  public,  or  the  whole  effect  will  be  lost  Once  again  before 
Charleston,  do  not  leave  till  further  orders  from  here  ;  of  course  this  is  not 
intended  to  force  you  to  leave  nnduly  exposed  Hilton  Head,  or  other  near 
points  in  your  charge. 
Yours  truly, 

A.  UNCOLN. 
General  Hunter  and  Admiral  DuPont. 

P.  S. — Whoever  receives  this  first,  please  send  a  copy  to  the  other  imme- 
diately. 

A.  L 


iMtr  from  Star-AJniral  DuPani. 

Flao-Shif  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  April  16,  1863, 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning,  by  the 
Freeborn,  of  your  commnnicatioii  of  the  11th  instant,  directing  the  maiutaio- 
ing  of  a  large  force  off  Charleston,  to  menace  the  rebels  and  keep  them  in 
apprehcnaioa  of  a  renewed  attack  in  the  event  of  our  repulse. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  despatch 
of  the  13th  instant  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  sent  from  Fort- 
ress Monroe. 

The  department  will  probably  have  known,  on  the  12th  instant,  the  resalt 
of  the  attack.  In  my  despatch  of  the  11th  instant,  dated  off  Charleston,  the 
department  was  maide  aware  of  my  withdrawal,  with  the  iron-clads,  from 
the  very  insecure  anchorage  inside  the  bar,  and  just  in  time  to  save  the 
Monitors  from  an  easterly  gale,  in  which,  in  my  opinion  and  that  of  their 
commanders,  they  would  have  been  in  great  peril  of  being  lost  od  Horrii 
island  beach.  Their  ground  tackling  bas  been  found  to  be  insufficient,  uti 
from  time  to  time  they  have  dragged  even  in  close  harbors. 

1  have  since  been  doing  all  in  my  power  to  push  forward  their  repairs  in 
order  to  send  them  to  the  gulf,  as  directed,  but  I  presume  that  your  despatdi 
of  the  11th  instant,  and  the  telegraphic  message  from  the  President,  revoke 
your  previous  order. 

I  shall  spare  no  exertions  in  repairing,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  serious  in- 
juries sustained  by  the  Monitors  in  the  late  attack,  and  shall  get  them  inside 
Charleston  bar  with  all  despatch  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent. I  think  it  my  duty,  however,  to  state  to  the  department  that  thitt  will 
be  attended  with  great  risk  to  these  vessels  from  the  galea  which  prevail  at 
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thia  Bcuon  and  from  the  continuonB  fire  of  the  cnem^'a  batteriee,  which 
tboy  can  neither  silence,  nor  prevent  the  erection  of  new  ones. 

The  New  Ironsides  can  only  croes  the  bur  with  certainty  at  spring  tides, 
vhich  are  tivice  a  month.  She  ia  more  vulnerable  than  the  Monitors,  and 
at  the  distance  she  must  nocesaarily  anchor  could  not  elevate  her  guns  suffi- 
ciently to  reach  an;  batteries  of  the  enemy,  while,  at  the  same  time,  she 
would  be  liable  to  injury,  particularly  in  her  wooden  ends,  from  a  fire  which 
she  could  not  return.  If  this  vessel  is  withdrawn  from  the  blockade  and 
placed  inside,  the  blockade  may  be  raised  by  the  rebel  rams  coming  out  dT* 
'  Charleston  harbor,  at  night,  by  MafBt's  channel,  in  which  case  she  could  give 
no  oBsistance  to  the  fleet  outside.  But  for  the  New  Ironsides  the  raid  of  the 
SIbI  January  would  hove  been  repeated  with  more  serious  efiect. 

The  lower  and  greater  part  of  Morris  island  exhibits  a  ridge  or  row  of 
eand  hills,  affurdiug  to  the  enemy  a  natural  parapet  against  the  fire  of  sbip- 
ptog,  and  facilities  for  erecting  batteries  in  very  strong  positions.  The  up- 
per part  of  the  island  is  crossed  by  Fort  Wagner,  a  work  of  great  strength, 
and  covered  by  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  island  is  in  full  communi- 
cation with  Uharleaton,  and  can,  in  spite  of  us,  draw  fresh  re-enforcements 
as  rapidly  as  they  may  be  required.  Shoals  extend  from  the  island  which 
prevent  the  near  approach  of  the  Monitors,  and  onr  oxperience  at  Fort 
UcAlister  does  not  encourage  me  to  expect  that  they  will  reduce  well 
defended  sand  batteries  where  the  damage  inflicted  by  day  is  readily 
repaired  by  the  nnstinted  labor  of  the  night.  The  ships,  therefore,  can 
neither  cover  the  landing  nor  afterwards  protect  the  advance  of  the 
«ma]I  force  of  the  army  available  for  operations  in  this  quarter,  which  will 
meet  fresh  troops  at  every  sand  hill,  and  may  look,  also,  for  a  reverse  fire 
from  the  batteries  on  James  island. 

As  it  is  considered  necessary  to  menace  Charleston  by  a  demonstration  of 
land  and  naval  forces.  North  Edisto  will  afford  a  better  point  from  which  to 
threaten  an  advance,  and  a  concentration  of  troops  and  ships  in  that  quarter 
wuald  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  government,  mentioned  in  your  de- 
spatch of  the  ilth  instant,  as  it  is  a  military  point  from  which  Charleston 
cuoJd  be  attacked  now,  James  island  being  fully  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  and  due  to  myself  to  make  these  statements,  but 
I  trust  I  need  not  add  that  I  will  obey  all  orders  with  the  utmost  fidelity, 
evGQ  when  my  judgment  is  entirely  at  variance  with  them,  such  as  the 
order  to  reoccop;  the  unsafe  anchorage  for  the  iron  clads  off  Morris  island, 
and  an  intimation  that  a  renewal  <^  the  attack  on  Charleston  may  be  or- 
dered, which,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  attended  with  disastrous  results, 
involving  the  loss  of  this  coast. 

For  eighteen  months  in  these  waters  I  have  given  whatever  of  profes- 
sional knowledge,  energy,  and  zeal  I  possess  to  the  discharge  of  my  duties 
and  to  the  close  study  of  our  military  and  naval  position  in  the  tenure  of  the 
ita-coBsts  within  the  limits  of  my  command,  and  I  claim  to  know  what 
bnt  pertains  to  the  disposition  of  my  fleet  in  carrying  out  the  instructions 
qf  the  department. 

I  know  not  yet  whether  tlie  confidence  of  the  department,  so  often  ex- 
pressed to  nae,  has  been  shaken  by  the  want  of  success  in  a  single  measure 
which  I  never  advised,  though  intensely  desirous  to  carry  out  the  depart- 
ment's orders,  and  justify  expectations  in  which  I  could  not  share. 

I  am,  however,  painfully  struck  by  the  tenor  and  tone  of  the  President's 
order,  which  seems  to  imply  a  censure,  and  I  have  to  request  that  the  de- 
partment will  not  hesitate  to  relieve  me  by  an  officer  who,  in  its  opinion,  is 
more  able  to  execute  that  service  in  which  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
&il — the  capture  of  Charleston.    No  consideration  for  an  individual  offic^r^^. 
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whatever  his  loyalty  and  length  of  aervice,  shoiild  wei^  an  ioBttnt  if  the 
cause  of  hie  country  can  be  advanced  by  tats  removal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  acrvaiit, 

S.  F.  DCFONT, 
Sear-Admind  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  OmoK  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  ifavif,  WoAuigton. 


Chff  Sigimv  SIoht'i  npert  </  ianaga  ta  lit  vm-doiiteiMn. 

Gbnerai,  iNSPKcro^a  Ofvicb, 
413  Broadicay,  New  York,  April  U,  1863. 

StB  :  I  arrived  in  this  city,  having  left  the  fieet  off  Charleston,  Soath  Cu- 
olina,  OD  the  11th  instant,  and  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  department  bodk 
of  the  detail  facts  connected  with  the  naval  attack  upon  Charleston  es- 
sayed by  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  with  his  fleet  of  iron-clad  steamers,  whidi 
came  especially  within  my  province  as  the  general  inspector  of  iron-clad 
steamers  and  harbor  obstruction  submarine  Hhelle. 

Previous  to  the  attack  I  recommended  to  the  admiral  that  two  of  the 
Uonitor  vessels  should  have  attached  to  their  bows  one,  each,  of  the  subaii- 
rine  shells  which  had  been  furnished  by  the  department,  and  that  these 
should  precede  the  others  and  attack  the  obBtructions,  attaching  to  tbe 
rafts  which  carried  the  shcHs  several  grapnel  hooks  suspended  by  chains  tu 
explode  any  torpedoes  over  which  the  vessels  were  about  to  posa,  with  a 
view  to  exploding  them  before  the  vessels  themselves  should  cooie  intu 
dangerous  proximity  to  them.  There  appeared,  however,  to  be  a  feeling  of 
objectiou  to  these  shells,  arising  from  an  expressed  apprehension  that  they 
would  either  run  into  some  of  our  owu  vessels  and  blow  tbem  np,  or  if  fired 
as  designed,  against  tbe  obstructions,  wouTd  recoil  against  the  vessel  carrr- 
ing  them  and  sink  it. 

I  explained,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  the  experiment  I  had  tried  with  one 
of  them  in  New  York  harbor,  which  proved  how  impossible  it  was  that  this 
latter  event  would  happen,  and  urged  their  trial  until  I  was  informed  I  was 
wasting  valuable  time  in  pressing  forward  something  which  it  had  alresdj 
been  decided  would  not  be  used.  It  is  with  exceeding  regret  that  1  «n 
thus  compelled  to  report  that  this  powerful  weapon,  fur  whii^  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  the  enemy  was  entirely  unprepared,  should  Dot 
have  been  used  in  an  attack  which  conld  have  few  hopes  of  anccess  with- 
out it. 

One  of  the  rafts  which  had  been  prepared  to  carry  the  shells  was,  however, 
attached  to  the  bow  of  the  Weehawken.  with  the  prepared  hooka  attached, 
to  protect  the  vessel  against  torpedoes.  This  she  carried  in  and  ont  again 
in  safety,  having-  proceeded  as  far  as  the  line  of  obstructions  stretcbiii^ 
from  Fort  Sumter  to  Moultrie  would  permit. 

Having  been  directed  to  remain  outside  of  the  bay  during  the  fight,  1  wit- 
nessed tbe  conllict  from  the  deck  of  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  at  tbe 
mouth  of  tbe  Swash  channel.  The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  waa  verv 
terrific.  He  was  not  only  able  to  keep  up  a  very  rapid  fire  from  his  numeruiu 
guns,  but,  I  felt  satisfied,  was  using  reckless  charges  of  powder,  which  it  w>^ 
clearly  wisdom  for  him  to  do.  I  therefore  expected  to  find,  npon  my  vieii 
to  them,  at  least  an  approach  to  the  destructive  results  which  had  been  ut- 
tained  by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  in  his  experiments  againet 
iron  targets  in  the  ordnance  yard  at  Washington.  I  was,  however,  agree- 
ably diaappointed  to  find,  upon  my  inspection  of  the  Mooitor  Teoaela  the 
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D«it  morning,  tiiat  there  were  no  clear  passages  throngh  the  decks,  and  no 
peoctratioDs  through  the  aides  of  the  vessels  or  the  pilot-houses.  The  blant- 
beaded  shots  had  proven  much  leas  effective  than  round  shot,  not  only  in 
confiniog  their  injury  to  the  indentation  inade  more  distinctly  than  is  the 
case  with  round  shot,  but  the  indentations  themselves  were  less  than  those 
made  by  tbe  epherical  balls.  On  the  other  hand,  I  found  casualties  had  oc- 
cmred,  which  occasioned  loss  of  life  in  one  instance,  and  disabled  guns  in 
others,  through  faults  of  design  which  only  such  espcrience  could  point  out, 
and  which,  I  think,  can  be  entirely  removed  in  the  new  veascls  now  building. 
Id  the  case  of  the  Keokuk,  although  I  never  believed  her  armature  would 
withstand  the  shock  of  heavy  ordnance  at  short  ranges,  {vide  my  reports 
dated  June  30,  July  14,  aud  July  31,  1862,)  1  was  rather  surprised  that  it 
should  have  proven  so  easily  penetrable.  If  the  lesson  which  this  should 
teuch  is  properly  received,  the  loss  of  the  vessel  will  be  a  positive  gain  to 
tbe  government  in  preventing  tbe  construction  of  armored  ships  of  more 
tban  doubtful  impenetrability  to  ordinarily  heavy  ordnance. 

Jltboogh  the  Ironsides  was  not  built  under  my  inspection,  it  may  not  be 
considered  improper  fur  me  to  compare  in  this  report  the  effect  of  shot  upon 
bcr  solid  forged  plates,  of  four  and  a  half  inches  tbicknesa,  with  the  lamina- 
ted plates,  of  five  inches  thickness,  which  protected  the  sides  of  the  Monitors. 
This  vessel  was  twice  as  distant  from  furt  Sumter  as  several  of  the  Moni- 
tor vessels;  tbe  effects  are  not,  therefore,  strictly  comparable;  still  the  dif- 
ference in  the  appearance  of  the  two  descriptions  of  armature  is  very  in- 
structive, and  should  not  be  passed  lightly  over  by  the  engineer.  When 
tbe  laminated  plates  upon  the  side  of  the  Monitors  were  struck  severely,  the 
indenlatious  were  deep,  the  bolts  securing  them  to  the  wooden  backing 
started  loose,  the  entire  plates  bent  and  separated  from  each  other  to  an  ex- 
tent which  impressed  the  non-professional  observer  with  the  idea  of  great  in- 
juiy;  but  when  the  engineer  examined  them,  with  a  view  of  judging  how  well 
tbey  would  withstand  another  blow  of  the  same  force  upon  precisely  the  same 
place,  he  perceived  that  the  original  power  to  resist  shot  has  not  been  greatly 
reduced. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  solid  plates  of  the  Ironsides  were  not  so  deeply 
indented;  there  appeared  to  be  no  disturbance  of  the  plates  by  bending,  but 
few  bolts  were  started,  and  few  persons  other  than  the  critical  engineer  could 
Iwtk  closely  enough  to  see  that  the  plate  was  entirely  broken  through  in  a 
manner  whicb  would  inevitably  permit  tbe  passage  of  the  second  shot  striking 
the  same  place. 

To  the  casual  observeri  therefore,  the  solid  plates  will  have  the  appear- 
ance of  having  withstood  the  bombardment  better  than  the  laminated,  but 
the  unprejudiced  engineer  will  perceive  that  the  latter  disposition  of  the 
metal  is  much  the  most  effective  in  attaining  the  desired  end. 

lu  consideration  of  the  vast  importance  to  our  country  that  that  strong- 
bold  of  rebellion  should  be  reduced,  I  take  the  liberty  to  express  to  the  de- 
partment my  firm  opinion  that  the  obstructions  can  be  readily  passed  with 
tbe  mejtcs  already  provided,  and  our  entire  fleet  of  iron-clads  pass  up  suc- 
ccBsfolly  to  the  wharves  of  Charleston,  and  that  the  Monitor  vessels  still 
retain  sufficient  enduring  powers  to  enable  them  to  pass  all  the  forts  and 
Wieriea  which  may  reasonably  be  expected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMERS, 
Chi^  Engineer  United  SUUea  Saxy. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifdvy,  Wa^ington,  D.  C. 
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Tdegrama  <^  AanUani  Secretary  O.  V.  Fox,  relative  to  auppoaed  prdwiMTy 

ttUack  vpon  Fort  Sumter. 

[T«l<«nm.] 

NaVT  DEPABtKeMT, 

Wathington,  D.  C,  Aprd  10,  I8S3. 

The  Bum  of  all  tbe  tetegrapba,  via  Ricbmond,  np  to  9  a.  m.  jeaterda;  at 
Charleston,  is  this:  Tuesday  at  2  p.  m.  the  iroD-clads  engaged  Fort  SumKr 
at  Dine  hundred  vards.  At  4  p.  m.  they  retired.  The  next  day  the  Keokuk 
was  observed  aBhore  on  Uoiris  iBland  beach.  TTp  to  yesterday  morning  the 
iroD-ulads  were  still  inside  tbe  bar.  I  infer  tbn  attack  was  fur  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  fall  information,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  made  in  the 
morning.  Tbey  are  now  preparing  for  more  serious  work.  Their  depot  of 
coal  ana  ammunition  inside  tbe  bar  is  a  safe  one,  even  in  bad  weather.  If 
there  are  obstructions  to  prevent  passing  Sumter  they  now  know  them,  tsA 
will  reduce  the  fort.  It  is  evident  they  can  attack  it  every  day,  and  at  Dight 
retire  to  their  anchorage  inside  the  bar.  The  damage  upon  Sumter  casnut 
be  repaired.  The  only  question  is,  can  tbe  iron-clada  stand  the  work  F  I 
believe  the  Monitors  can.  The  Keoknk  was  a  small  espcrimental  veEKl, 
and  was  probably  injured  so  that  they  beached  her.  I  see  no  reason  what- 
ever to  be  in  the  least  disconraged;  on  the  contrary,  my  faith  in  the  veaeeb 
and  the  officers  is  strengthened  by  these  rebel  accounts. 

Q.  V.  FOX. 

Hon.  M.  Blaik, 

Foidmatler  OenenU,  Aet&r  ffouae,  New  ¥ork. 

No.  1.  Send  a  copy  of  this  telegram  to  CapUin  Ericsson,  93  Franklin 
Btreet,  New  York. 

[TBiesnm.] 

Natt  Departubnt, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Aprd  10,  1863. 
I  have  yonr  telegraph  of  last  evening  and  to-day.  As  to  the  eignals,  it 
seems  too  important  to  give  ont  to  our  people;  a  knowledge  of  tbe  fact  «iU 
cause  a  change.  Tbe  Keokuk  ia  not  a  Monitor  battery,  and  no  doubt  «u 
ii^ured  so  as  to  oblige  tbem  to  beach  her.  Commencing  the  fight  at  Ivo 
and  withdrawing  at  four,  looks  as  though  it  was  not  the  main  attack.  The 
real  attack  would  be  made  in  the  morning,  so  as  to  have  all  the  day  for  tbe 
work.  The  next  affair  will  decide  the  matter,  and  will  be  made  after  prepa- 
rations found  necessary  from  the  experience  of  the  four  hours'  work  <i 
Tuesday.  Tbe  reported  transports  inside  the  bar  are  probably  coal  and 
ammunition  vessels^ — are,  in  fact,  his  depot — and  if  tbe  obstructions  in  ilw 
harbor  render  the  reduction  of  Sumter  necessary,  tbe  admiral  may  have  tu 
go  back  tu  his  base  several  times  before  finishing  that  work. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
AanMcatt  Secretary. 
Uajor  General  Danibl  BinrERPiaui, 

Gki^  Staff,  Headqwirters. 


Order  to  amd  the  Pa»»aic  to  New  York. 

Navy  Depaktubnt,  April  15, 1863. 
Sib  :  Send  the  Passaic  home,  to  New  York. 
I  am,  respectfully,  ita., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  <^  the  Narjf. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Sgmdron,  Fort  Royci,  S.  C. 
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Directing  the  Faataic  to  lovck  at  Samplon  Boads. 

Sjlvy  Dkfabtment,  April  16,  1863. 
Sn:  Ton  were  instrncted  a  few  days  »go  to  send  the  Passaic  to  New 
York.    Let  her  tonctt  at  Hampton  Roads  on  the  way  np,  and  there  await 
farther  oiders  from  the  department.    It  is  deugned  to  replaoe  her  either 
with  the  Sangamon  or  the  Lehigh. 
Very  respectfnllT, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  (f  the  Nav}/. 
R«ar^Admir)tI  S.  F.  DuPowr, 

Oommandmg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Soyti,  8.  C. 


Order  for  board  (fexpertt  on  Aamaget  to  the  Paaaic. 

Natt  DEPABTiiKtrr,  May  SI,  1863. 
Sn :  Yoa  will  request  the  following  gentlemeo,  riz :  C.  W.  Copeland,  Qeorge 
W.  Quintard,  U.  F.  Uerritt,  and  J.  J.  Comstock,  to  conatitate  a  board  for  t£e 
examination  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Paoiaic,  whilst  she  is  oa 
the  ways,  and  report  in  writing  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  done  to  that 
Tessel  b;  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston ;  also  whether 
she  has  been  strained  or  injured  in  any  part  by  the  gales  she  has  encoun- 
tered, or  from  any  cause  whataoerer. 

Oaptain  S.  G.  Rowan  has  been  directed  to  report  to  yon  as  a  member  of 
the  board. 

Very  reroectfnlly, 

QIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  qf  the  Navy. 
Beoi^Admintl  F.  H.  Gbkoobt,  U.  8.  J^auy,  New  iork. 


lUportqf  Board. 

Nxw  York,  June  2, 1868. 
Snt:  I  tuiTe  now  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  called  for  by  your  order 
of  the  Slst  nitimo  of  the  condition  in  which  the  ironclad  Passaic  retnmed 
to  this  port.    Every  facility  was  given  to  the  board  of  examiners,  and  their 
lesearcnes  were  very  thorongliiy  made,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
fact  omitted.    Great  care  is  now  being  taken  to  fit  that  vessel  perfectly 
under  the  care  of  Captain  Worden.    The  work  is  progressing  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  it  is  expected  she  will  be  taken  off  the  ways  in  a  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfolly,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 
F.  H.  GREGORY, 
Bear-Admiral,  Superintendent. 
Hon.  GmoM  Wklles, 

Secretary  tf  the  Nam/,  Waehinglon. 

Net  Tobk,  June  S,  1868. 
Dbab  Sib  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  contained  in  the  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  May  31,  to  examine  the  Fnited 
States  iron-clad  steamer  Passaic  while  she  is  on  the  ways,  and  report  in 
writing  ibe  fnll  damage  done  to  that  vessel  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  also,  whether  she  has  been  strained  or  injured  in 
any  part  by  the  galea  she  has  encountered,  or  from  any  cause  whatever,  we 
have  mode  the  examination  as  requested,  and  beg  leave  to  r^ort:  ■ 
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let.  In  regard  to  the  damage  b;  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  but  fonr  Hhots 
have  damaged  any  part  of  the  structure  to  an  extent  to  be  worthy  ot  any 
particular  description.  The  first,  marked  A  on  the  accompanying  diagrams, 
struck  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret,  glanced  upward  and  striking  the  pilot- 
house as  shown.  The  second,  marked  B,  strjick  near  the  lower  edge  of  the 
turret,  broke  the  loose  outside  ring  on  the  deck,  and  indenting  the  turret  so 
as  to  break  the  lugs  off  the  inside  composition  ring.  The  third,  marked  C, 
indented  the  turret  about  1^  inch,  cracking  slightly  the  inside  plate.  The 
fourth,  marked  D,  struck  the  armor  on  the  port  side  about  forty-seven  feet 
eight  inches  from  the  bow,  and  nine  and  a  half  inches  below  the  deck,  start- 
ing or  bending  the  three  outer  plates,  breaking  or  starting  one-third  of  the 
fastening  bolts,  leaving  the  remainder  undisturbed  and  all  the  plates  still 
in  position. 

As  to  the  effects  of  these  shots,  the  1st  raised  the  pilot^iouse  J  inch  and 
started  it  over  on  one  side,  breaking  two  bolts  in  the  ptlot-bouse,  but  did 
not  in  any  manner  affect  the  working  of  the  turret  or  the  operations  of  the 
vessel. 

The  2d  shot,  marked  B,  by  the  damage  already  mentioned,  checked  the 
operation  of  the  turret,  until  the  lugs  of  the  composition  rings,  which  got 
jammed  under  the  turret,  were  removed,  after  which  the  turret  coald  be 
operated  as  usual. 

The  8d  shot,  marked  C,  apparently  a  10-inch  shot,  so  started  or  disturbed 
the  turret  as  to  damage  the  slides  of  the  1 1-inch  gun,  rendering  it,  for  the 
time,  unserviceable,  by  forcing  the  rails  hard  against  the  guide  pieces  on 
tbe  carriage. 

The  4th  shot  did  not  affect  the  eflSciency  of  the  armor,  as,  though  a  pot^ 
tion  of  bolts  were  broken,  the  whole  of  the  plates  still  remained  in  their 
proper  position. 

The  only  damage  affecting  the  fighting  efSciency  of  the  vessel  was  that 
by  the  3d  shot,  disabling  the  working  of  the  11-inch  gun,  and  the  breaking 
of  the  lug,  alluded  to;  and  we  wonid  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  this 
form  of  injury  may  hereafter  be  guarded  by  fastening  a  very  heavy  ring  or 
band  around  the  base  of  the  turret,  to  prevent  its  distortion,  and  leaving 
sufGcient  freedom  between  the  rails  of  the  carriage  and  the  turret,  so  that 
any  slight  distortion  of  the  turret  will  not  affect  the  gun  carriages. 

There  were  some  seven  or  eight  shots  received  upon  the  deck,  though  bat 
tiiree  of  them  produced  effect  so  serious  as  to  require  repairs,  and  these  re- 
pairs bad  been  made  before  her  return  to  this  port.  All  the  shots  received 
upon  the  turret  are  shown  in  diagram  No.  1,  which  represents  the  whole 
exterior  circumference  of  the  turret,  laid  down  as  a  plane.  The  indentations 
by  the  shots  varied  from  ^  to  1^  inch  in  depth,  none,  however,  damaging  the 
turret  further  than  described.  Upon  the  pilot-house  three  other  shot«  than 
that  described,  struck,  making  indentations  from  i  inch  to  J  inch  depth,  but 
doing  no  further  damage. 

Upon  the  armor  of  the  vessel,  besides  the  shots  already  described,  there 
were  marks  of  twelve  other  shots,  making  indentations  varying  from  }  inch 
to  21  inches  in  depth,  but  indicting  no  other  serious  damage. 

The  accompanying  diagrams  sliow  the  effects  of  the  four  worst  shots 
already  mentioned,  and  the  diagram  No.  1  shows  all  the  shots  received  by 
the  turret;  No.  2  shswa  the  effects  of  shot  A  upon  the  turret  and  pilothouse, 
and  Xo.  3  shows  the  effect  of  shot  D  upon  the  armor,  as  already  described. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  only  damage  done  by  the 
batteries,  affecting  the  £ghting  efficiencies  of  the  vessel,  was  by  the  shot 
upon  the  turret,  which  disabled  the  11-inch  gun  by  deranging  the  gon- 
alides. 

The  ship,  so  fai  as  the  hoard  oould  discover,  is  not  strained  or  injured  by 
thn  D-Rles  she  haa  encountered.    There  has  been  a  serious  leak  about  the 
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bow,  which  the  board  find  difficulty  in  acconnling  for.  It  is  probable  that 
in  dropping  into  the  Bea  the  water  got  under  the  deck  plates  around  tbe  top 
of  the  anchor  veil ;  this  can  be  guarded  against  hereafter  by  a  Blight  altera- 
tion in  the  conatrnction.  There  is  also  evidence  of  some  slight  leaks  in 
Bome  of  the  rivets,  which  can  be  easily  remedied. 
All  of  which  is  respectfally  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  0.  ROWAN.  Captain  U.  8  S. 
CHAS.  W.  COPELAND. 
GEO.  W.  QUINTARD. 
M.  \\  MERRITT. 
JOS.  J.  COMSTOCK. 
Admiral  P.  H.  Gbsoort, 

U.  3.  N'avg,  New  York. 


Extrad  t^  a  letter  Jbund  on  a  blockade  runner  rdalive  to  effect  <^  bombardment 
of  Sumler. 

Fort  Suhtkr,  April  26,  1863. 

It  appears  from  the  Yankee  accounts  that  we  injured  their  iron-clads  more 
than  we  thought  we  did.  Some  of  their  accounts  are  mostly  true,  inter- 
spersed here  and  there  with  some  awful  lies.  There  was  no  breacfi  made  in 
the  fort  at  all.  Two  of  their  ahots,  a  15-inch  shell  and  a  11-inch  shot,  did 
come  through,  but  tfaey  hit  in  weak  places.  The  greatest  penetration  in 
good,  sound  masonry  waa  three  feet,  but  then  everything  around  waa  cracked 
ud  started  more  or  less.  The  most  severe  blow,  I  tbink,  was  about  three 
or  foar  feet  below  the  crest  of  the  parapet,  where  two  or  three  balls  struck 
>Dd  jnst  loosened  everything  clear  through  for  a  apace  of  about  six  feet  in 
length.  Aa  for  knocking  two  embrasures  in  one,  all  humbug;  equally  so 
about  any  of  their  boats  getting  entangled  in  the  obstructions.  They  did 
not  go  within  five  hundred  yards  of  them,  or  torpedoes  exploding,  &c.  Ur. 
LaDgdon»  Cheves,  who  had  charge  of  the  torpedo,  said  that  for  ten  minutes 
he  could  not  have  placed  the  Ironsides  more  directly  over  the  torpedo,  if  he 
had  been  allowed  to  go,  hut  the  confounded  thing,  as  is  usual  with  them, 
would  not  go  off  when  it  was  wanted — the  isolation  of  the  wire,  I  suppose, 
defective.  I  think  one  thing  has  been  proved — that  brick  forts  can't  stand 
l^-inch  shot,  4c.,  for  a  very  long  time,  but  it  has  also  proved  that  iron-clads 
are  not  as  invulnerable  as  supposed. 

I  went  down  to  the  Keokuk  the  other  day.  She  lies  off  Pumpkin  Hill 
channel.  She  waa  actually  riddled,  10-inch  shot  going  right  through  her; 
but  our  inspection  was  rather  short,  for  a  miserable  little  gunboat  came  up 
asd  gave  os  shot  and  shell,  and  I  expect  we  made  tbe  best  time  on  record 
for  Morris  island  and  the  sand  hills. 

Tours,  sincerely, 

F.  H.  THRAIfiTOX. 


Ifeoettary  for  New  Irongidxs  to  rematn  at  Ckarletton, 
[Despatch  yo.lTl,  ISSS.] 

FlAO-ShIP  Nsw  iBONSmBS, 

Ingide  Ckaiiegton  Bar,  April  11, 1863. 
Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  of  the  2d  instant, 
marked  conjidenlud,  and  shall  make  every  effort  to  despatch  immediately 
five  (5)  iroD^ads  to  New  Orleans. 
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The  department  hks  already  been  infonned  of  the  lou  of  the  KeoknlL  I 
will  retain,  in  obedience  to  its  wdera,  two,  (2,)  the  Pasaaia  and  Montank, 
these  being  the  moat  injured  and  the  weakeat,  and  their  15-inch  ^ns  having 
been  much  more  frequently  fiL'ed  than  thoae  of  the  othera. 

I  did  not  understand  that  the  department  included  the  New  Ironaidea  in 
ita  order,  and  our  failure  to  take  Charleaton  rendcra  it,  in  my  jadgment, 
abaolately  necessary  that  she  should  resume  her  station  off  Charleston  u 
the  ^eat  protective  force  of  the  blockading  vessels  against  raids  from  the 
rebel  rams,  now  increased,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  to  three;  and  I  can 
assure  the  department,  from  my  recent  experience,  that  she  would  be  wholly 
unmanageable  in  the  rapid  currents  of  the  Mississippi 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Jdmiral,  OonCdg  8.  A.  B.  Squaibrm. 
Hon.  GiDBOH  Wellis, 

Secretary  of  the  2faoy,  WaMngton. 


J^ea  i/afaU  upon  Sumter, 

Nkw  Tokk,  May  13, 1863. 
Hy  Dkar  Sm :  I  telegraphed  yon  this  morning  to  the  effect  that  oat  lA 
eighty  shots  fired  by  us,  forty  struck  the  fort.    A  part  of  parapet  wu 
knocked  off  at  the  corner  of  an  embrasure,  and  otie  breach  was  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  wall,  thus  : 


If  they  had  continued  to  hit  in  this  breach  the  wall  above  roast  have 
tumbled  in;  but  the  ebb-tide  had  turned,  our  fleet  had  only  half  the  ebb,  aod 
had  to  atop  when  it  did.  By  attacking  at  an  earlier  hour,  ao  as  to  have  the 
v^iole  ebb,  more  could  be  accomplished. 

The  enemy  had  thirty-seven  guns  from  one  fort,  and  thirty-nine  from  an- 
other, bearing  on  our  iron-clads  ;  in  all,  seventy-six  guns. 

Two  thousand  shots  were  fired,  and  five  hundred  and  twenty  hit— say  one- 
fourth  ;  while  one-half  of  our  shots  hit. 

From  Samter,  running  north  or  northwest,  is  a  line  of  obstrnctions. 

This  is  the  amount  of  information  I  could  get  thia  morning  fmn  the 

I  forgot  to  say  that  no  guns  burst  in  the  fort 

Teiy  truly  yours,  ' 

P.  S.  FORBES. 
Hon.  6.  V.  Pox, 

Aaaistant  Secretary  <^(he  Navy,  WaAington,  D.  0.  ' 

DigizedtyGOOgle  I 
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Nv  ToRK,  June  IT,  1863. 

Mt  Deab  Sm  :  I  have  only  now  been  able  to  get  the  details  aboat  Sumter, 
and  send  them  as  I  receive  them. 

The  eSect  of  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  waa,  more  or  lesn — 

Shots  striking. — No.  3.  Shell;  embrasare  A,  exterior  (concrete)  keyatone 
and  interior  arch  knocked  out ;  masonry  cracked. 

No,  9.  Three  shots  ;  one  15-inch  ;  other  two  not  known.  Parapet  wall 
cracked  twenty-five  feet  in  length  ;  serious  damage  ;  perhaps  by  exploding 
■hell. 

No.  10.  IS-inch  ;  interior  arch  of  embrasure  B  dislocated ;  masonry  be- 
tween piers  and  embrasure  badly  shaken,  and  prmectione. 

No.  21.  15-inch;  masonry  around  embrasure  D  badly  cracked  and  pro- 
JKting  inside. 

No.  25.  15-inch  ;  destroyed  embrasure  P. 

No.  38.  11-incb ;  exploding  shell  cracked  parapet  wall. 

Yours  truly, 

P.  S.  FORBES, 
Hon.  a.  V.  Fox,  dx^  £c. 


Satement  of  commanders  of  Monitors  rdaUve  to  Jirit  aOadc  on  Charleston. 

North  Edisto,  S.  C,  April  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  We  have  lately  seen  in  different  newspapers,  particularly  in  the  Bal- 
timore American,  detailed  accounts  of  the  recent  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  in 
which  onr  opinions,  the  condition  of  the  vessels,  and  the  facts  in  general,  are 
so  perverted  and  falsified  that,  as  it  is  not  proper  for  us  to  correct  tbem 
tbniogh  the  same  medium,  we  beg  leave  to  offer  a  statement  to  tie  depart- 
ment of  what  really  did  occnr  in  connexion  with  the  attack  referred  to,  in 
hopes  that  it  may  perhaps  permit  it  to  be  made  public,  both  in  the  interest 
of  tmth  and  of  our  reputations. 

It  may  appear  uncalled  fur  on  our  part  to  answer  ill-natured  and  false 
Statements  coming  from  irreBponsible  parties  through  the  public  prints;  tut 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  opinion  of  those  at  home  is  almost  entirely 
formed  on  just  such  statements,  we  think  they  may  be  considered  of  suffl- 
cieot  importance  to  notice,  particularly  when,  as  in  tlie  case  of  the  Ameri- 
can, they  are  uttered  so  immediately  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment ;  and  this  being  the  case,  we  shall  more  particularly  criticise  the 
remarks  which,  first  appearing  in  that  paper,  have  thence  so  widely  circu- 
lated in  others. 

Althoogb,  as  might  be  expected,  there  were  differences  of  opinion  as  tn 
the  probabilities  of  taking  Charleston,  not  one  of  us  ever  doubted  that  the 
attempt  should  be  made,  believing,  as  we  did,  that  under  the  circumstances 
almost  anything  would  be  better  than  to  give  up,  without  a  fair  trial,  what 
bad  so  long  been  prepared  for.  But  after  the  experience  gained  under  the 
Gre  of  the  enemy,  we  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  renewal  of  the 
attack  would  be  unwise  in  the  extreme,  and  for  the  following  reason  :  Our 
vessels  had  been  very  much  injured  before  passing  the  first  of  the  thi'ee  lines 
of  defences  which  protect  Charleston,  and  perhaps,  considering  the  obstacles 
to  be  met  with  further  up,  not  the  strongest  of  the  three.  In  receiving  these 
injurien,  they  had  uot  been  able  to  do  any  to  Port  Sumter,  at  least  sufficient 
to  slacken  its  fire ;  and  even  supposing  this  point  passed,  there  still  re- 
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mained  to  go  over  more  than  three  miles  of  water  before  reaching  the  city. 
part  of  which  we  could  me  waa  obstructed  by  pilea,  and  all  of  which  offered 
tlie  utmost  coDveoience  for  torpedoes,  cables,  and  every  other  knuwn  means 
of  stopping  an  advancing  naval  force,  to  say  nothing  of  the  guns.  When, 
in  addition  to  this,  it  bad  been  proved  that  any  heavy  blow  on  the  tenet 
was  very  apt  to  disorder  and  stop  it  ;  that  our  side  armor  and  decks  were 
penetrable,  and  the  pilot-honse,  where  is  the  steering  apparatus,  and  from 
which  is  the  only  lookout,  could  be  made  untenable,  as  two  of  them  %o  a  great 
extent  had  been,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  we  should  have  arrived  at  the 
above  conclusions. 

It  is  said  by  the  writer  in  the  American  that,  had  the  torpedo  been  need 
'  on  the  front  vessel,  the  obstructions  at  Fort  Sumter  might  have  been  blown 
away,  and  the  fleet  could  have  proceeded  then  without  difficulty  to  Charles- 
ton ;  overlooking  entirely  the  fact  that  there  would  have  still  remained  to 
destroy  whatever  the  ingenuity  of  our  enemies  could  have  laid  down  for  the 
remaining  long  distance. 

These  torpedo  rafts  had  merely  a  theoretical  reputation  for  removing  o1>- 
Btacles,  never  having  been  tried  at  the  north  or  elsewhere,  except  in  blow- 
ing np  water,  and  certainly  being  a  source  of  great  danger  to  our  own  ves- 
sels  in  fouling  each  other — a  matter  very  likely  to  occur,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  tide,  the  shoal  water,  and  the  imperfect  steering  qualities  of 
the  vessels,  and  which  actually  did  occur  on  several  occasions. 

The  result  of  the  effort  to  use  these  torpedoes  against  the  "  Ceokuk," 
after  the  action  fully  sustains  the  opinion  formed  of  them. 

It  is  said  that  these  rafts,  sent  down  to  he  attached  to  the  bows  of  ourves- 
Bele,  were  refused  without  trial  and  from  mere  naval  prejudice  or  personal 
feeling;  that  ia  no  truer  than  the  other  statements.  Alttiough  plain  to  ue, 
that  vessels  which,  at  the  best,  are  very  unmanageable  from  losing  steerage 
way  the  very  instant  that  the  propeller  stops,  and  from  scarcely  being  able 
to  gu  more  than  four  knots,  and  some  of  them  not  even  that,  would  be  made 
more  so  by  these  great  projections  forward,  which  could  never  have  been 
prepared  for  in  the  original  plans  of  the  iron-clads;  still  one  of  them  wa« 
tri^  in  our  presence  and  under  favorable  circumstances  for  steering,  as  the 
torpedoes  were  not  attached.  We  were  soou,  however,  convinced  that  our 
unfavorable  impressions  with  regard  to  them  were  correct,  and  that  in  the 
rapid  currents  and  narrow  channels  of  Charleston  we  would  moat  likely  get 
onr  vessels  ashore,  clogged  with  such  a  hindrance  to  their  turning  quickly. 
As  regards  the  attempt  to  blow  up  the  "  Keokuk"  with  one  of  them,  tbe 
failure  was  not  owing  to  any  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  ezperi> 
ment  by  any  officers  of  the  squadron,  but  was  given  np  vcrymuch  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  admiral,  simply  because  the  engineer  who  came  down  in 
charge  of  it  was  not  able  to  put  it  in  order  for  work  and  to  make  the  attach- 
ment, although  at  the  time  the  sea,  for  that  anchorage,  was  nnusuatly 
smooth.  When,  afterwards,  Mr.  Stimers  said  the  firing  attachment  could  be 
made,  the  heavy  ring-holts  used  to  direct  its  safe  action  had  drawn  out 
As  it  has  also  been  stated  that  our  vessels  came  out  of  the  action  almost 
unharmed,  we  will  here  mention  some  of  the  injuries  received  by  them, 
which  will,  we  think,  go  to  show  that  snch  was  not  the  case,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  out  of  the  question  to  renew  the  action  on  the  next  day, 
if  at  all,  when  we  consider  that,  although  again  liable  to  the  same  fire  as 
at  first,  in  their  after  condition,  they  would  have  been  infinitely  leas  able  to 
endure  it. 

Ist.  Passaic.  A  large  piece  of  brassing,  under  the  turret,  broken  off. 
owing  to  which,  and  ita  being  forced  over,  the  turret  could  not  be  moved 
for  sometime,  and  has  not  worked  well  since.  The  gun  carriage  of  the  3il- 
inch  gun  disabled  until  the  next  afternoon,  and  the  top  of  tlio  pilot4iou«e 
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forced  up,  so  as  to  espoBe  the  iDBide  to  shot,  and  not  got  into  place  nntil 
late  tbe  aest  day.^ 

2d.  Weehawken.  Side  armor  broken  through,  exposing  tbe  wood.  The 
flange  Bupporting'  tbe  gon-platforni  of  Xl-inch  gan,  broken  ;  smoke-Stack 
very  much  injurecl,  and  both  this  and  the  turret  greatly  weakened  from  the 
loss  of  bolle.     The  latter  also  for  a  time  stopped. 

3d.  Patapsco.  Rifled  gun  disabled  at  fifth  fire;  smoke-stack  penetrated 
in  Beveral  places  through  the  upper  part  of  armor,  out  of  which  were  forced 
fort;  bolts,  rendering  the  whole  structure  very  insecure  until  strengthened 
agais;  besides  this,  tbe  turret  had  been  stopped  for  a  time. 

4th.  Nantucket.  XV-inch  gun  lust  at  tlie  third  fire,  owing  to  a  blow 
oa  turret  jamming  the  port  stopper,  which  could  not  be  moved  afterwards. 
The  turret  stopped  several  times,  besides  severe  injury  to  smoke-stack  and 
ileck.  The  coDcnssion  box,  in  this  short  time,  lost  eight  bolts,  and  the  tur- 
ret was  made  to  move  with  great  difficulty. 

Bth.  Nabant  lost  seventy-six  bolts  from  the  turret  and  pilot-bonse:  the 
latter  very  much  injured.  The  steering  gear  deranged  and  the  plates 
started.  The*  braces  that  hold  down  the  inner  gan-tracks  and  brace  of  tur- 
ret knocked  off,  and  turret  rendered  immovable  and  not  cleared  until  5 
o'clock  tbe  following  afternoon.  Even  at  present,  after  long  repairs,  it  can 
onh  be  made  to  revolve  very  slowly,  with  thirty  pounds  of  atcam. 

We  have  now  met  and,  we  think,  refuted  most  of  the  falsehoods  pab- 
liebed  in  the  Americao,  and  would  merely  beg  to  add,  in  further  support  of 
our  views  expressed  against  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  that  the  liability  of  the 
gans  to  become  disabled,  on  accasions  which  require  steady  use,  has  been 
sbown,  as  well  as  that  the  turret  almost  iavariably  refuses  to  work  after 
receiving  heavy  blows  from  shot,  not  only  because  the  consequent  bulging 
in  injures  the  machinery,  but  from  its  being  pushed  from  the  perpendicular. 
Iq  addition,  the  very  slow  fire  possible  from  the  XV-inch  gun,  and  tbe  fact 
that,  to  be  effective  against  stone  walls,  it  must  be  brought  so  near  as  to 
take  away  from  tbe  impenetrable  character  of  the  iron-clads,  are  considera- 
Imna  of  great  moment  to  all  those  who  wish  to  see  these  vessels  in  the 
liigbest  degree  effective;  nor  have  we,  unfortunately,  reason  to  believe  that 
the  batteries  or  turrets  will,  on  any  future  occasion,  when  exposed  to  the 
Ere  of  heavy  guns,  show  more  offensive  power  or  endurance  than  was  the 
case  at  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servants, 

P.  DEATTON. 

Capttnn,  Paaaaic. 
JOHN  RODGERS, 


DANIEL  AMMEN, 

Communder,  Patofaoa, 
GEORGE  W.  RODGERS, 

Commander,  CalehiU. 
D.  M.  FAIRFAX, 

Commander,  Nantuck^. 
JOHN  DOWNES, 

Commander,  Nahanl. 
Hon.  GmioN  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy,  Wdahinglon,  D.  C. 
Forwarded. 

S.  F.  DCPONT, 

Rear-Admirei. 
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Beat-Admiral  DuFoat  reviews  on  artide  in  the  BaUimore  American. 
[DMixUch  aoe,  1S63.] 

Fuo-Shif  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Etabor,  8.  C,  April  22,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  an  article  pnb- 
liahed  in  tiie  Baltimore  American,  of  April  15,  describing  and  commeDting 
upon  the  attack  by  the  iron-clad^,  nnder  my  command,  npon  the  forts  at 
Charleston,  in  terms  injurioas  to  myself,  nnjnet  to  the  officers  whom  I  hid 
the  honor  to  lead,  derogatory  to  the  naval  service,  and  ntterly  falae  in  its 
most  important  particulars. 

I  should  not  consider  it  necessary  or  proper  to  bring  this  matter  to  the 
notice  of  the  department,  bnt  for  two  reasons,  which  seem  to  demand  it 
These  reasons  are:  Firstly,  that  the  writer  of  the  article  in  qaestion  well 
known  to  be  Ur.  G.  G.  Fulton,  of  the  Baltimore  American,  came  here  in  the 
steamer  Ericsson,  when  that  vessel,  chartered  by  the  Navy  Department, 
brought  to  this  port  rafts  and  torpedoes,  and  came,  as  I  understood,  by  the 
sanction  and  with  the  permission  of  the  department. 

With  this  understanding,  I  permitted  Mr.  Fulton  to  go  to  the  Ogeecbee, 
in  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Bibb,  Captain  Bontelle,  placed  under  my  direc- 
tion by  Professor  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Surrey.  As  Ute  time 
came  near  for  the  attack  npon  Charleston,  Mr.  Fulton  was  still  on  boanl 
the  Ericsson,  from  which  vessel  he  again  went  on  board  the  Bibb,  and  took 
up  his  quarters  with  Captain  Bontelle. 

Secondly,  I  learned  from  Captain  Boutetle,  ignite  accidentally,  that  Mr. 
Pulton  was  nnder  an  obligation  to  send  a  duplicate  of  bis  correspondence 
to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  censorship,  before  it  could  be 
published.  An  editor  and  correspondent  of  an  influential  newspaper,  domi- 
ciled, with  the  permission  of  the  department,  on  board  a  steamer  under  iti 
control,  and  submitting  his  letters  to  the  inspection  of  one  of  its  higheBt 
officials,  is  manifestly  in  a  different  position  from  ordinary  corres  pun  dents  of 
the  press;  and  when  a  reporter  thus  situated  writes  of  an  action  which  be 
witnessed  at  a  distance,  and  presumes  to  represent  the  sentimento  of  nine- 
tenths  of  the  officers  present,  it  becomes  advisable  to  place  upon  the  record 
of  the  department  a  refutation  of  his  calumnies. 

Although  I  cannot  doubt,  from  the  statements  of  Captain  Bontelle,  copies 
of  whose  letters  on  the  subject  I  enclose,  that  Mr.  Fulton  had  engaged  to 
submit  his  correspondence  to  the  revision  of  the  Assistant  Secret&ry  of  tbe 
Navy,  I  desire  to  state  here,  most  explicitly,  that  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  he  complied  with  the  arrangement  in  this  instance.  The  honor  and 
the  high  standing  of  the  naval  service  of  tlie  United  States,  as  signally 
manifested  in  this  war,  as  in  other  wars,  must  be  as  dear  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  as  to  myself  and  to  my  brother  officers,  and  it  is  simply  impossible 
for  me  to  believe  that  he  should  have  been  aware,  before  its  pablication,  of 
the  infamous  statemento  contained  in  this  letter,  (marked  No.  1.) 

But  as  Mr.  Futton  avowed  to  Captain  Boutelle  and  to  others  this  he  bore 
this  semi-official  relation  to  the  department,  and  as  the  department  afforded 
him,  if  I  have  been  correctly  informed,  the  opportunity  to  be  present,  it 
seems  but  right  that  I  should  at  least  deny  his  statementB  in  a  communica- 
tion which  will  find  its  place  upon  the  records  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Fulton  assumes  to  express  the  feelings  of  nine-tenths  of  tbe  officers, 
and  of  all  the  spectators  of  the  action,  as  to  Uie  farcical  nature  of  the  assault, 
and  its  disgraceful  abandonment.  One  of  the  spectators,  whose  opportu- 
nities for  observation  were  certainly  equal  to  those  of  Mr.  Fulton,  vba«e 
education  as  a  soldier,  and  whose  position  as  the  general  commanding  tbe 
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lutd  forces  tben  awMtuir  tbe  resnlt  of  the  naval  attack,  should  entitle  hia 
DpinionH  to  &t  least  eqaal  consideration,  has  expressed  his  impression  of  tba 
iBunlt  in  terms  rery  different  from  those  emploTed  by  the  editor  of  the 
Bkltimore  American;  and  here  I  am  content  to  rest  the  matter  as  far  as 
■pectelors  are  concerned. 

Ab  tothe  opinions  of  nine-tenths  of  the  officers  in  faror  of  the  renewal  o( 
tbe  attack,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  am  not  aware  of  irhat  the  impressions 
of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  squadron  may  be,  bnt,  what  is  perhaps  mure 
gHrnui  to  tbe  matter,  the  nine  captains  of  the  nine  iron-clad  vessels,  and 
m;  fleet  captain,  were  nnanimons  in  their  conviction  that  the  attack  should 
Dot  be  renewed;  and  as  tiie  evidence  of  experts  on  the  spot  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred, even  to  that  of  other  experts  remote  from  the  scene  of  action,  whose 
opportonitiefl  for  observation  are  less  favorable,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  bow 
m;  own  determination  not  to  resume  the  ofiensive  coald  be  atrenf^thened. 

Tbe  writer  for  the  press  makes  me  hold  a  oonncil  of  war  after  the  attack. 
I  did  not  bold  a  council  of  war  either  before  or  after  the  attack ;  nor  have  I 
CTer  held  a  conncil  of  war  in  all  my  life.  I  did  not  desire  to  throw  upon  the 
gallut  officers  who  commanded  tbe  iron-clada,  and  who  had  so  nobl^  con- 
ducted themselves  in  this  novel  mode  of  warfare,  any  of  tbe  responsibility 
which  pertained  to  my  own  statiou,  and  I  did  not  hear  their  opinion,  as  to 
tbe  withdrawal  of  the  fieet,  until  after  I  had  annonoced  my  own  determiD»- 
tim  in  the  matter. 

Hj  decision  on  tbe  evening  of  tbe  battle,  after  ascertaining  the  injnriea 
received  by  tbe  vessels,  was  entirely  my  own  ;  and  after  fnrtber  develop- 
DKnts,  opon  a  more  complete  examination  than  was  tben  practicable,  the 
correctness  of  that  decision  is  fully  confirmed. 

It  was,  however,  most  graUfying  to  me  to  find  my  own  detennination  re- 
ceive  the  mianimons  and  cordial  support  of  all  the  commanders  of  tbe  iron- 
cUda  upon  tbe  day  after  it  had  been  announced,  when  they  called  npon  me 
and  expressed  in  emphatic  terms  their  conviction  that  a  persistence  in  the 
oival  attack  apon  Charleston,  with  the  means  at  my  disposal,  could  afibrd 
DO  hope  of  success,  and  could  not  fail  to  result  in  disaster. 

Tbe  department  selected  these  captains  with  care,  and  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  their  high  professional  character  ;  and  I  suppose  that  their  opin- 
ions, thoB  coinciding  with  my  own  and  with  those  of  my  woll-tried  chief  of 
■taffi  will  stand  the  test  of  impartial  and  intelligent  critioiam,  even  if  ad- 
verse to  tboee  of  the  correspondent  of  ttie  Baltimore  American. 

When  I  made  the  signal  to  withdraw  from  action,  on  the  evening  of  the 
Itb,  the  Ironsides  was  but  slightly  injured,  though  she  had  been  under  a 
heavy  fire.  I  did  not  tben  know  the  condition  of  the  Monitors,  and  I  recalled 
the  ships  only  because  it  was  too  late  to  attempt  further  to  force  tbe  ob- 
■troctions  that  night.  Subsequently,  when  I  learned  from  the  several  ck^ 
tains  tbe  diGQcuIties  they  bad  encountered,  the  extent  of  the  damages  they 
hid  Rnstained  in  their  hulls  and  turrets,  and  the  fact  that  five  out  of  eight 
of  their  vessels  were,  for  the  time,  either  wholly  or  half  disabled  as  to  the 
use  of  tbeir  ^ns,  it  was  made  perfectly  clear  to  my  mind  that,  once  en- 
tangled among  the  obstructions,  should  we  attempt  to  pass  them  under  a 
fire  so  crushing  as  that  from  the  forts  had  been,  even  the  extraordinary 
power  of  endurance  pertaining  to  these  Monitors  could  not  sustain  this  fire 
again  during  another  hour  of  attack. 

This  correspondent  reports  that  on  tbe  morning  of  the  8th  Mr.  Stimers 
and  his  workmen  had  pot  all  the  Monitors  in  aa  good  condition  as  they  had 
been  on  the  Itb,  before  the  action  ;  that  the  turret  of  the  Nabant  was  freed 
from  the  difBcnlly  which  had  prevented  it  from  revolving,  and  that  the 
workmen  had  all  left  at  one  o'clock,  reporting  every  difficulty  a8_^to  the 
working  of  turrets,  guns,  &c.,  fully  remedied.  ,   OoOqIc 
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The  tnrret  of  the  Nahant  did  not  begin  to  turn  nntil  5  p.  n.,  aoditwu 
late  at  night  before  Bhe  could  have  gone  into  action  again. 

Seventy-six  bolts  vere  driven  out  of  her  turret  and  pilot-boiue,  vhitk 
could  not  be  replaced,  and  she  wonld  have  been  utterly  disabled  b;  t  fe« 
more  shot  Th«  Weehawken  thought  her  battery  was  in  good  cooditioo, 
whereas  it  was  discovered  that  her  Xl-inch  was  disabled  ;  and  it  ie  sot 
yet  repaired.  I  will  only  add  here  that  the  side  armor  of  the  Weehawkn, 
at  the  water's  edge,  was  pierced  through  and  the  wood  laid  bare;  oue  Don 
blow  there,  and  she  would  have  gone  down.  I  am  having  a  careful  drBTiDg 
made  of  this  fracture,  to  send  to  the  department. 

The  repairs  that  it  was  practicable  to  make  at  the  time  were  of  conrMl 
alight,  and  temporary  in  their  character.  I  had  hoped  that  those  madeoa. 
the  Passaic,  after  the  Ogeechee  affair,  would  carry  her  through  this  Ggbt;| 
but  she  broke  down  in  forty  minutes  in  a  worse  manner  than  she  did  aods: 
her  eight  hours'  fire  from  Fort  McAllister.  The  Nahant  and  Patapsco,  w  i 
hurt  in  that  engagement,  were  almost  immediately  crippled  in  this  one. 

I  visited  the  Monitors  on  the  1 8th  instant,  and  upon  examining  into  tkii  i 
condition  myself,  I  found  their  captains  had  rather  nnderrated  the  danngt 
they  had  received,  and  so  far  from  the  seven  vessels  being  in  as  good  order 
by  noon  of  the  8th  as  they  had  been  at  noon  of  the  7th,  according  to  Hr 
Fulton,  three  of  them  are  now,  at  this  date,  in  Station  creek,  nndergoiog  iin- 
portant  and  much-needed  repairs.  I  wish  I  could  get  them  ont  in  aa  good 
order  as  they  were  at  noon  of  the  7th. 

The  writer  states  that  the  naval  officers  and  myself  have  been  hannted 
and  oppressed  by  the  dread  of  invisible  torpedoes  and  of  other  obstnictioni 
in  the  channel ;  that  the  fear  of  those  ghosts  prevented  the  sncceas  of  tbe 
attack  ;  that  the  Navy  Department  had  provided  means  for  the  remoralof 
these  torpedoes,  and  that  the  naval  officers  were  afraid  to  use  them. 

Torpedoes  are  not  placed  so  as  to  be  visible.  The  Cairo  was  deatro^ 
by  an  invisible  torpedo  in  the  western  waters  ;  the  Montauk  was  damaged 
by  an  invisible  torpedo  at  tbe  Ogeechee ;  an  invisible  torpedo  eiploded  <b- 
der  or  near  tbe  Weehawken,  from  whose  propeller  shaft  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  of  rope,  then  furled  around  it,  have  just  been  removed ;  and  tbe 
Patapsco  was  brought  up  by,  and  hung  upon,  an  invisible  obatrncUonf« 
ten  minutes,  in  tbe  focns  of  the  storm  of  shot  To  have  ventured  furtbet 
into  that  labyrinth  would  have  been  to  anchor  tbe  vessels  helpleael;  bj 
their  sterns,  (those  of  them,  at  least,  that  escaped  the  invisible  toipedon.) 
and  thus  expose  them  to  a  fire  which  they  couU  neither  endure  nor  effective); 
return,  and,  finally,  to  have  allowed  them  to  fall  into  the  possessiou  of  tbe 
enemy. 

Imputations  like  these  upon  tbe  judgment,  the  conduct,  and  tbe  coimi^ 
of  officers  of  high  character  and  of  long  standing  in  the  service,  who  ban 
been  tried  over  and  over  again  in  this  war,  and  who,  in  my  judgment,  ban 
no  superiors  in  the  navy,  coming  from  a  person  in  a  manner  indorsed  bi 
the  Navy  Department,  and  in  communication  with  it,  have  not  been  receiTt<l 
with  perfect  composure.  If  Mr.  Fulton  is  correct  in  this  impeachment  oi 
these  gentlemen,  then  the  captains  of  the  fonr  leading  Monitors,  wbc«( 
orders  were  to  pass  around  to  the  northwest  side  of  Sumter  and  to  gain  > 
position  off  its  inner  face,  failed  in  their  duty  to  me,  to  the  service,  and  ti 
their  country.  Either  they  were  nnworthy  of  the  occasion,  or  Mr.  C.  C 
Fulton  is  guilty  of  most  inexcusable  calumniation. 

One  more  item,  and  I  have  done.  Mr.  Fulton  avers  that  suffia'ent  experi 
meuts  were  not  made  with  the  rafts  and  torpedoes,  and  states  that  tb^ 
were  coDdemned  without  an  examination  from  a  dislike  to  Ericsson  and  hi 
naval  innovations.  I  refer  the  department  to  the  letter  of  Captain  Job 
Bodgere,  upon  the  matter  of  the  rafte  and  torpedoes,  as  satisfactorily  du 
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pMiDg  of  the  question  of  experiments,  and  of  their  use  or  disnee  in  the  at- 
tack upon  Chftrleeton.    (Enclosure,  marked  No.  3.) 

As  to  the  officers  of  the  Uonitors  bein^  afraid  to  blow  up  the  Keokuk 
with  their  appliances,  Mr  Fulton  certainly  had  the  means  for  ubtaiiiing  ac- 
curate information  npon  this  point  from  Chief  Engineer  Robie,  who  was 
likewise  quartered  on  board  the  Ericsson.  Tho  Weehawken,  Captain  John 
fiodgfers,  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  Chief  Engineer  Robie  for  that  purpose, 
aad  every  facility  given  to  them  in  my  power  to  afford.  This  engineer,  who 
vu  sent  ont  by  the  department  in  charge  of  the  raft  and  torpedoes,  did  not 
God  it  practicable  to  use  the  torpedo  against  the  Keokuk,  then  lying  hacd 
Bgroond,  remote  from  other  vessels,  and  andisturbed  by  any  fire  from  tiie 
enemy. 

It  is  possible  to  ask  too  much  of  men  at  certain  times  and  nnder  certain 
circQUiBtaiices;  and,  iu  this  instance,  to  have  attached  these  rafts  and  torpe- 
does to  the  bows  of  the  Monitors  with  the  expectation  that  these  vessels 
could  be  fought  amid  such  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  carry  on  submarine  mining  operations,  would  perhaps  have 
OTertasked  the  faculties  of  moat  persons,  and  in  all  probability  have  "hoist 
the  engineer  with  his  own  petard,"  or,  if  not  him,  his  frieud,  instead  of  his 

I  now  take  leave  of  this  the  most  odious  subject  I  have  ever  bad  occa- 
sion to  notice.  Some  other  assertions  of  Mr.  Fulton,  which  might  be  flatly. 
contradicted,  I  have  not  discussed,  nor  have  I  thonght  it  worth  while  to 
omsider  his  opinions  npon  purely  professional  points.  To  undergo  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  and  the  stabs  of  an  assassin  of  character  at  one  and  the  same 
time  is  too  mnch  for  my  philosophy,  and  for  my  further  protection  against 
asssnlts  of  the  latter  kind  I  look  for  and  expect  the  countenance  of  the 
department. 

I  make  this  request  to  the  department  because  up  to  the  latest  dates 
received  here  none  of  my  ofBcial  reports  had  been  published,  while  the 
Btatementa  which  I  have  made  the  subject  of  this  communication  have  been 
spread  nuanswered  throughout  the  country. 

So  far  as  I  have  seen,  the  tone  of  the  press  ^nerally  has  been  just,  and 
in  many  instances  generous.  The  exception  is  the  Baltimore  American, 
which  seems  to  have  had  its  own  hostile  proclivities  heightened  by  an 
asBociation  with  an  officer  of  the  service  whose  name  appears  frequently 
and  prominently  in  its  report  in  connexion  with  the  repairs  upon  the  iron- 
clads and  in  relation  to  the  torpedoes  and  the  rafts;  I  mean  Mr.  A.  G. 
Stimers,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieot  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-AdminU,  Chm^g  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  GmBoM  Wii-tES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[DMpatch  No.  S08, 1883.— Enolonire  No.  1.] 

Bibb,  April  22,  1863. 

Kt  Dbab  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  first 
■aw  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  S4th  of  February,  when  he  came  on  board  this  vessel 
with  Messrs.  Stimers  and  Newton,  naval  engineers. 

The  latter  officers  were  directed  by  yon  to  take  passage  in  the  Bibb  to 
Hassan  and  Ossabaa  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  Passaic  and  Mon- 

ILyGOOglC 


94  ASUOBED  TE8SEL8. 

tftnk,  and  I  nnderatood  that  If  r.  Fulton  accompanied  them  by  yonr  penni^ 
eion  and  authority. 

We  were  two  days  at  Waasan  and  one  at  Oaaaban.  At  each  place  Ut. 
Fnlton  visited  the  "Honitora"  with  the  inspecting  engiaeersi  and  made  mdk 
notes  as  he  thought  proper. 

During  our  voyage  a  converaatioB  took  place  in  my  cabin  between  Ht. 
Fulton,  Mr.  Bartlett,  (paymaster  of  the  Bibb,)  and  myself  upon  the  respoii- 
sibilities  attaching  to  a  newspaper  correspondenoe  from  the  centres  <^ 
active  operations  in  face  of  the  enemy.  Ht.  Fulton  said  it  was  bis  practice 
to  use  a  "manifold  letter-writer"  in  writing  his  notes,  making  severtl 
copies.  One  was  mailed  to  his  brother  at  Baltimore,  and  another  copy  mi 
sent  by  the  mail  to  Mr.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Hr.  Fnlbn 
went  on  to  say  that  his  brother  did  not  publish  the  letter  nntil  snffident 
time  had  elapsed  for  Mr.  Fox  to  receive  and  examine  the  manuscript  ud 
telegraph  to  Baltimore  if  he  objected  to  any  portion  thereof.  Anythiag 
written  here,  and  objected  to  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  stricken  out,  and  did  not 
^pear  in  the  paper. 

Mr.  Fulton  had  with  him  document  envelopes,  with  Mr.  Fox's  printed 
official  address  npon  them,  and,  in  at  least  one  case,  mailed  his  notes  in  ou 
of  these  envelopes  while  on  board  my  vessel. 

As  this  arrangement  gave  Mr.  F.  a  semi-official  character,  and  as  he  «u 
living  on  the  Ericsson,  chartered  as  a  naval  transport,  I  naturally  inferred 
that  yon  knew  all  about  it,  and  on  my  return  to  Port  Boyal  mentioned  it 
incidentally  in  conversation  with  you  as  a  matter  with  which  yon  wen 
familiar.    It  sarprised  me  greatly  to  find  that  yon  were  ignorant  of  it.  , 

On  reading  the  above  to  Mr.  Bartlett,  I  find  that  his  recollection  of  Mr.  '■ 
Fulton's  statements  perfectly  accords  with  mine.  i 

Youra,  respectfully  and  truly,  ' 

CHARLES  0.  BOUTELLB, 
AmMant  C.  8.,  OomPg  U.  3.  Slettmer  BUk 

Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  DuPokt,  U.  S.  N., 

Oomd^g  8.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Endoaiue  No.  3.~-Despatcli  Ko.  308,  1B63.] 

UtOTED  States  Stbaxer  Wkkhawkkn, 

Ftxrt  Soyal,  April  20,  1863. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  yonr  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor'to  sab- 
mit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  raft  said  to  have  been  invented  b; 
Mr.  Ericsson,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  torpedo  to  be  used  iu  blowbf;  ap 
obstructions: 

Upon  trial  in  this  harbor  I  found  that  the  vessel  vith  the  simple  nft 
steered  as  well,  I  thought,  as  nsnal — certainly  not  so  much  worse  as  to 
render  its  use  objectionable.  Whether  she  would  handle  as  well  with  tbe 
resistance  of  the  torpedo  12  feet  under  water  added  on  to  the  raft,  I  ban 
not  tried,  and  therefore  can  express  no  opinion. 

There  was  another  trial  of  the  simple  raft  attached  to  this  vessel  in  Nortli 
Edisto  harbor,  with  the  captains  of  the  iron-clads  on  board.  They  did  not 
judge  of  it  BO  favorably  as  to  be  willing  to  use  it.  I  thought  that  it  woolJ 
not  be  wise  to  carry  the  torpedo  into  action,  eince,  in  evolutions,  ve  migbt 
come  into  contact  with  some  of  onr  own  vessels,  and  thus  blow  them  up. 

The  event  proves  that  the  anticipation  was  not  ill  founded — two  iroiwjladi 
actually  came  into  collision  with  the  Ironsides,  and  she  had  to  stop  to  avoid 
the  Weehawken. 

Dig-izedtyGOO^Ic 
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Had  tbose  vessels  which  actually  touched  her  been  provided  with  farmidft- 
ble  torpedoes  to  explode  npon  contact,  the  resDlt  might  have  been  most  dis- 
astrous. Id  plain  words,  that  folly  would  rise  into  crime  which  should 
cany  loaded  torpedoes  in  a  rapid  tide-wey  in  a  somewhat  narrow  channel, 
without  known  buoys,  under  fire,  and  with  the  attention*  divided  amongst 
a  friendly  fleet 

The  proposition  is  ao  evident  that  it  wonld  lose  by  argument.  I  declined 
accordingly  to  attach  the  loaded  torpedo  to  the  Weehawken  during  the  at- 
tack npon  Fort  Snmter,  nnlees  I  shonid  receive  positive  orders  to  do  so.  I 
stated,  however,  that  I  thought  the  raft  might  be  oaefnl,  with  grapziels  hang- 
ing from  it,  to  catch  obstructions.  This,  accordingly,  I  carried  into  action, 
and  this  I  brought  ont- 

The  raft  was  cut  so  as  to  fit  the  bow  of  the  vessel,  and  secured  by  chains 
from  ring-bolta  in  the  raft,  a  and  c,  to  ring-bolts  on  the  bow  of  the  Weehaw- 
ken, and  further  secnred  by  rope  lashingB  to  the  same  bolts,  and  also  from 
the  ring-bolts,  b  and  d,  T  presume,  as  designed  by  the  inventor. 

Id  crossing  Charleston  bar  the  chaina  from  a  and  c  parted;  all  the  lash- 
ings  broke;  this  happened  twice  in  the  short  period  in  crossing  from  the 
oatside  of  Uie  bar  to  the  anchorage  inside. 

When  inside,  it  was  found  that  the  sea  converted  the  raft  into  a  huge 
battering  ram,  which  shook  the  vessel  at  every  undulation. 

!t  is  obvious  that  with  the  pitching  which  always  accompanies  a  swell, 
tiw  Iwo  bodies  would  be  brougat  into  collision  with  a  power  proportionable 
to  their  weight.  Tlie  raft,  I  uiink,  displaces  about  90  tons  of  water.  Its 
motions  did  nut  at  all  correspond  with  the  motions  of  the  vessel.  The  raft 
rose  while  the  vessel  fell,  and  the  reverse.  It  was  a  source  of  apprehension, 
lest  it  should  get  upon  the  deck  or  under  the  overhang. 

The  conclusion  forced  upon  me  was,  that  no  vessel  can  carry  it  attached  to 
the  bow,  except  in  smooth  water.  After  it  bad  started  the  &-inch  iron  ar- 
mor upon  the  bow  I  cut  it  adrift. 

Afterwards  I  offered  to  use  the  one  stilt  in  tow  of  the  Ericsson,  to  blow  np 
the  Eeokak.  It  was  brought  in  in  weather  when,  ctmfessedly,  I  could  not 
carry  it,  and  it  was  anchored.  When  the  sea  became  smoother  it  was  put 
upon  the  bow,  with  the  torpedoes  all  ready  to  be  raised  and  lowered  into 
their  place. 

There  was  still  some  sea  with  «  cross  current,  and  Chief  Engineer  E.  D. 
Kobie,  wbo,  in  conjunction  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimeni,  was  sent  out  from 
New  York  in  special  charge  of  tiie  rafts  and  torpedoes,  found  that  the  water 
was  too  rough,  with  too  much  spray  for  him  to  attach  t^e  lock  and  fit  the 
instmmcnt  for  use. 

He  said  that  the  force  of  the  waves  which  came  over  the  bow  of  the  raft 
woald  not  permit  the  torpedo  to  be  hoisted  outside  against  their  beating. 

I  went  on  board  the  Ironsides  to  report  the  fact  to  you.  On  board  the 
Ironsides  he  made  the  same  report.  In  the  meanwhile  Chief  Engineer 
Stimera  came  on  board  the  Weehawken,  where  I  met  him  on  my  retnm. 
The  sea  bad  somewhat  fallen,  and  be  said  that  the  torpedo  could  now  be 
filled  for  firing;  hut  I  found  that  dnring  my  absence  the  heavy  ring-bolte, 
a  and  b,  had  drawn  out  of  the  raft,  and  left  it  liable  to  swing  round  and 
bring  the  torpedo,  when  ready  to  explode,  against  the  Weehawken's  side. 
A  chain,  I  was  told,  hod  been  prepared  to  come  up  and  ander  the  r&ft  from 
beneath  the  point  E,  and  to  be  secured  inside  the  anchor  well.  It  was  be- 
Death  the  raft,  and  I  did  not  see  it.  I  had  no  faith  that  the  chain  would 
stand  a  strain  which  had  drawn  out  from  solid  wood  two  ragged  bolts  2i  inches 
lung  and  nearly  five  inches  in  circumference. 

All  sailors  know,  from  experience,  that  chain  is  less  reliable  agaiiwt 
surges  than  lashings.  ityGoO'jIe 
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The  raft,  ID  its  batteting  t«ndeDciea,  had  become  unbeurable ;  in  theses 
and  cross  currents  it  drew  the  bolts  intended  to  keep  it  pointed  towards  tlie 
object  it  was  desired  to  ase  it  apon,  and  it  was  read;  to  turn  its  deetnictire 
power  against  those  who  were  to  employ  it. 

It  was  decided  ftot  to  make  the  first  trial  of  it  attached  to  the  bow  oft 
vessel  under  circumstances  so  adverse. 

Verv  respectfully,  jonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Cigilmi. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPotrr, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  of  Secretary  i^ike  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  J}uPont,in  r^ly  Ut  detpatci 
of  April  22. 

Navy  Dbparthbnt, 

May  15,  1663. 

SiH  ;  Yonr  communication  of  the  22d  nltimo,  controvertinK.  commenting  on, 
and  refnting  the  criticism  of  the  Baltimore  American,  which  contained  vmt 
stiictureB  on  yourself,  was  duly  received,  and  your  despatch  and  the  accompuiv- 
ing  papers  are  placed  on  file,  although  the  criticism  which  called  ont  yoor  re- 
marks is  not,  for  the  Baltimore  American  is  not  even  among  the  papers  vhicli 
_  are  received  at  the  department. 

The  press  of  the  conntry,  as*  yon  seem  to  be  aware,  has  been  generally  lenient 
and  indulgent  towards  you,  and  the  censures,  under  a  great  disappoinlmeDt, 
have  been  comparatively  few.  That  all  should  not  have  taken  the  same  vieir 
of  BO  important  a  movement  and  fkilure  is  not  surprising,  and  that  there  sbonld 
have  been  some  harsh,  and  even  unjust,  criticism,  was,  perhaps,  to  have  been 
expected.  The  injustice  of  Vour  suspicions  and  conclneions  as  regards  M'r.  Foi 
will  appear  on  the  perusal  of  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  equal  wrong  is  done  Mr.  Stimers,  who  bu  never  expre»ed 
on  unkind  word  or  auy  complaint  against  you  to  the  department. 

While  complaining  of  the  criticism  of  the  Baltimore  paper,  you  express  yonr 
disappointment  that  your  official  report  is  not  pnblishea.  What  public  benefit, 
let  me  ask,  could  be  derived  from  its  publicity  I  You  had  received,  both  from 
the  President  and  myself,  communications  enjoining  npon  you  to  continue  to 
menace  Charleston  in  view  of  operations  in  other  quarters.  It  must  be  abvioii» 
to  you  that  a  publication  of  your  letters,  stating  that  a  purely  naval  attack  un 
Charleston  coidd  not  sncceed,  that  yon  had  never  advised  the  measure,  repie- 
senting  it  as  utterly  hopeless,  could  be  productive  of  no  public  benefit,  and 
would  involve  yourself  and,  probably,  others  in  a  controversy  that  wonld  be  in 
every  respect  injurious. 

In  a  period  of  such  extraordinary  activity  as  the  present,  our  officers  can  be 
better  employed  than  in  explaining  and  repelling  newspaper  criticism.  Their 
repatation,  and  that  of  all  public  men,  may  be  safely  left  with  the  people,  «bo 
will  jndge  them  by  their  acts,  and  not  by  undue  commendation  of  friends,  or 
undeserved  censnre  of  enemies.  The  country  and  its  welfare,  and  not  merely 
personal  considerations,  must  govern  In  times  like  these. 

I  have  not  published  yonr  reports,  because,  in  my  judgment,  dutv  to  tbe 
country  forbade  it.  They  may  justify  the  fulure  at  Charieston,  and  cxcdm' 
you  for  abandoning,  afW  a  single  brief  efibrt,  a  purpose  that  the  nation  hid 
deeply  at  heart,  and  for  which  ^e  department  had,  with  your  concurrence  and 
supposed  approvsl,  made  the  most  expensive  and  formidable  preparations  ever 
uitdertaken  in  this  country,  bat  such  publications  could  have  inspired  no  ic*l 
among  loyal  men,  and  wonld  have  encouraged  those  in  rebellion. 
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In  abandoning  tbe  grea^  object  for  wbich  we  have  labored  for  eo  many  montbs, 
md  precipitately  witudrawfng  from  tlic  b arbor,  your  motives  have  not  been 
qneetiooed ;  bnt  I  hare  not  deemed  it  expedient  or  wise  to  publiab  to  tlie  world 
jam  Kports  of  your  failare,  and  yoor  bopeleeaness  of  BUcceee. 

NevsptiperanimadTeraion  and  criticism,  though  often  annoying  and  eironeouai 
nuiDot  be  prevented,  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is  deeirable  they  should  be,  for  the 
public  crave  information,  and  will  comment  on  what  so  mnch  concerns  thenx. 
Bat  vhile  the  presa  may  comment  within  reasonable  limits,  it  would  be  an  error, 
lo  ny  the  least,  to  make  an  official  exposition  of  the  weakness  of  our  national 
trmameat  and  defences,  and  still  more  reprehenaible  to  niagnify  and  publish 
timt  weakness. 

It  haa  not  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  your  iusttficatioa  that  the  powers  of 
lusaall  or  resistance  of  onr  iron-clad  veasels  flhould  be  depreciated,  and  I  regret 
that  there  should  have  been  any  labored  effort  for  that  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secrttary  of  the  Xavy. 
Rear-Adminl  Samuel  F,  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  S^adron,  Port  Roi/al,  S.  C. 


Navy  Department,  May  13,  1863. 

SiB:  Sear  Admiral  DuPont's  despatch  No.  208,  dat«d  April  22,  1863,  from 
Port  Boyal,  contains  a  statement  that  G.  C.  Fulton,  esq.,  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Ammean,  went  to  Port  Rnyal  with  the  sanction  of  this  department,  and  under 
an  obligation  that  a  duplicate  of  hia  despatches  was  to  be  sent  to  me  for  censor- 
ship before  publication.  Mr,  Fullon,  occonliog  to  the  admiral's  statement, 
SWIM  to  have  written  an  account  of  the  late  attack  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and 
paMisbed  it  in  the  Baltimore  American  of  April  15,  wherein  he  reflects  injn- 
TtdnAy  upon  the  admiral. 

The  fact«  in  regard  to  Sir.  Fulton  are  these  :  In  March  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Postmaster  General  special  post  office  agent  at  Fort  Royal,  and,  as  such, 
received  a  permit  from  yourself  to  go  to  that  port  in  any  supply  steamer  of  the 

He  was  not  under  any  obligations  to  send  me  hia  despatches,  nor  have  I  seen 
tot  article  to  which  the  admiral  refers,  either  in  manuscript  or  in  the  Baltimore 
Auiericatt,  nor  have  I  seen  Mr.  Fulton  since  the  day  he  applied  for  the  pass, 
nor  have  I  held  any  correspondence  with  him,  or  received  or  seen  a  copy  of  his 
paper. 

I  have  given  Admiral  DuPont  my  confidence  and  esteem  to  the  fullest  extent, 
ind  the  extraordinary  insinnations  in  hia  despatch  above  referred  to  are  as  unjust 
»  me  as  they  are  unworthy  of  him. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  FOX, 
AMtittant  Secretary. 
Hon,  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ltller  of  Rear- Admiral  £)%Pont  to  Secretary  g/"  the  Navy,  relative  to  failure 

to  reneto  attack. 
V    „-.,-,  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 

'     ^'-^  Port  Royal  Harbor.  S.  C,  May  m\  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
tuatant,  enclosing  one  from  the  AseiaUnt  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which,  ywli^' 
H,  Ex.  Doc.  fi9 7 
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are  pleased  to  eay,  vill  abow  me  tbe  injaetice  of  any  BDBpidooe  and  conclauoiu 
in  regard  to  that  gentleman. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  state,  tbat  in  my  commanicalion  to  tlie  de- 
partment I  expressed  no  such  impreBsiona  or  conclusbns  as  are  attribnted  to 
me.  On  the  contrary,  I  explicitly  declared  my  belief  tbat  Mr.  Fox  had  ne»er 
seen  the  scandalous  account  of  the  action  at  Gbarleaton  in  the  Baltimmt 
American,  or  antborized  ita  publication ;  but  I  did  call  the  attention  of  the  Kutj 
Department  to  the  fact  tbat  this  account  waa  pubtiahed  over  the  initiala  of  ibt 
editor  of  the  American,  who  was  domiciled  on  Doard  a  naval  transport,  and  had 
openly  declared  on  tbie  station  tbat  bis  lettera  to  bis  paper  irere  submitted  U 
the  cenaorebip  of  the  AsBistant  Secretary,  and  that  be  was  authorised  to  enp- 
presa  any  portion  of  them  to  which  he  might  object.  Hr.  Fox  asserts  piccieely 
that  in  which  I  bad  already  formally  expressed  my  belief. 

I  have  not  troubled  tbe  department  witb  other  libellous  attacks  which  bare 
appeared  in  a  few  joumala  of  the  day,  and  I  should  not  have  called  its  attentiuo 
to  tbat  in  tbe  Baltimore  American,  bad  not  its  editor  assumed  to  speak  with  the 
concnrrence  of  tbe  department,  by  pretending  to  submit  his  letters  to  tbe  reri- 
aion  of  one  of  its  higbeet  officials. 

Mr.  Fox  states  tbat  Mr.  Fulton  was  under  no  obligation  to  send  his  letter! 
from  this  squadron  to  him,  and  tbat  he  has  never  seen  tbe  letter  of  which  1 
complained,  either  in  print  or  in  manuscript.  It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  iImI 
the  letter  was  never  sent  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  that  Mr.  Fulton's  atatement  vig 
utterly  untrue,  and  his  ostentatious  exhibition  of  envelopes  with  the  print*d 
address  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  was  only  intended  to  give  a  false  respeda- 
bility  to  his  correspondence.  It  was  the  fideely  assumed  coouexion  of  Mr. 
Fulton  with  tbe  Navy  Department  of  which  I  complained ;  stripped  of  that. 
his  libels  are  simply  deserving  of  contempt. 

1  should  deeply  regret  baviug  done  injustice  to  Mr.  Fox,  with  whom  I  had 
always  held  tbe  most  cordial  and  friendly  relations,  and  I  therefore congratalaic 
myself  that,  in  calling  tbe  attention  of  the  department  to  Mr.  Fnlton's  preten- 
sioiie,  I  held  the  following  explicit  langoagc: 

"Although  I  cannot  doubt,  from  tbe  statements  of  Captain  Bontelle,  copies  of 
whose  letters  on  the  subject  I  enclose,  tbat  Mr.  Fulton  had  engaged  to  sobmii 
his  correspondence  to  the  rcvidion  of  tbe  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  de- 
sire to  state  here,  most  explicitly,  tbat  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose  he  cmn- 
plied  with  that  arrangement  in  this  instance.  The  honor  and  the  high  atandiit^ 
of  the  naval  service  of  the  United  i:^tates,  as  signally  manifested  in  this  war  ai 
in  other  wars,  mnat  be  ae  dear  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  as  to  myself,  and  t" 
my  brother  officers,  and  it  is  simply  impossible  for  me  to  believe  that  he  ehoald 
have  been  aware,  before  its  publication,  of  tbe  oefarious  statements  contained  io 
this  letter." 

You  are  also  pleased  to  say  tbat  I  seem  aware  that  the  press  of  the  countrv 
has  been  generally  lenient  and  indulgent  to  me.  You  mnstpardon  me  for  takiug 
exception  to  this  statement.  I  admit  that  tbe  public  preaa  has  been  gcDerallv 
just  and  generous  towards  me,  but  there  can  be  no  leniency  where  there  has  bi-vu 
no  ofieuce;  and  I  claim  to  have  done  my  whole  duty  to  tbe  conntry  faithluily 
and  skilfully  in  the  attack  which  I  made  npon  tbe  defences  of  Charleston,  and 
while  I  gratefully  prize  tbe  generous  spirit  with  which  ray  countrymen  bavt 
received  this  great  disappointment,  I  asfe  for  no  lenteney.  The  terms  in  which 
the  department  is  pleased  to  comment  upon  the  expression  of  my  regret  that  lb« 
official  reports  of  tbe  attack  upon  Charleston  had  not  been  published,  are  nvi 
gratifying  to  me,  hut  it  is  my  dfnty  to  submit  to  your  decision,  and  I  ehaU  off.r 
no  further  comment  upon  tbe  terms  in  which  that  decision  is  conveyed. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  its  statement  tbat  I  precipi- 
tately withdrew  from  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  abandoning  the  great  object  f  r 
which  we  had  labored  so  many  months.    This  charge  is  a  seriona  one,  and  higbiy 


ABHOBED  VESSELS.  99 

derogitoty  to  my  profMBioaal  character.  When  I  withdrew  the  iron-clad 
TMaela  from  action,  on  the  ereain^  of  the  7th,  I  did  so  becauae  I  deemed  it  too 
late  in  the  day  to  attempt  to  force  a  passage  through  the  obetractions  which  we 
bad  encountered,  and  I  liilly  intended  to  resume  offensive  operations  the  next 
dajj  bat  when  I  received  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-dads,  as  to 
tbe  injmies  those  veaaeb  had  Bostained,  and  their  performance  ia  action,  I  was 
fiillj  convinced  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  could  not  reeolt  in  the  capture  of 
CbarlestoB,  but  would,  in  all  probability,  end  in  the  destruction  of  a  portion  of 
the  iron-clad  fleet,  and  might  leave  several  of  them  sunk  within  reach  of  the 
eoemj,  (which  opinion,  I  aiterwards  learned,  was  fiiUy  shared  by  all  their  com- 
muiden.)     I  therefore  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack. 

But  bad  not  my  professional  judgment,  sustained  by  all  my  commanding  offi- 
ceiB  engaged  in  the  attack,  decided  against  further  operations,  I  would  have 


impelled  by  the  imperative  order  of  the  department,  AattA  the  2d  of  April, 
loa  received  on  the  9th,  to  withdraw  my  veBscls.  The  ^  «  .<  ■  <  .  • 
I  beg  leave  to  recall  to  the  attention  of  the  department : 


"  The  exigencies  of  the  public  service  are  so  pressing  in  the  gulf  that  the  de- 
putment  directs  you  to  send  all  the  iroD-clads  that  are  m  a  fit  condition  to  move, 
ifter  your  present  attack. upon  Charleston,  directly  to  New  Orleans,  leserving 
to  jonrself  only  two." 

Accompanying  this  despatch  was  an  unofficial  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secre- 
Uiy,  giving  the  reasons  for  this  order,  and  closing  with  the  remark,  "This  plan 
liu  been  agreed  upon  after  mature  consideration,  and  seems  to  he  imperative." 

Tliese  documents  were  received,  as  I  have  stated,  on  the  9th  April,  from  the 
bands  of  Colonel  Hay,  the  private  secretary  of  the  President,  and  three  days 
later  I  crossed  the  bar  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Royal  to  put  the  iron-clads  in  con- 
ditioD  for  the  new  dnty  asaigned  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  submit  that  there  has  been  no  labored  effort  on 
017  part  to  depreciate  the  iron-clad  vessels  under  my  command,  unk'ss  to  report 
tbeii  obvious  aefects,  and  place  the  department  in  possessiou  of  the  result  of 
ibe  experience  gained  by  their  commanders  and  myseuin  battle,  may  be  so  con- 
itnied. 

To  lepart  t);eir  defects  was  not  only  my  plun  duty,  but  was  also  in  compliance 
■rith  au  order  from  the  department  to  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clad  vessels. 
1  eannot,  therefore,  but  express  my  surprise  that  the  department  should  have 
felt  anthorized  to  characterize  the  performance  of  this  obvious  duty  as  a  labored 
effort  to  depreciate  the  powers  of  assault  and  resistance  of  the  iron-clads. 

Vety  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  r.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Laifr  of  the  Secretary  if  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPoxt  rtlatice  to  the 
jirit  attack  on  Charleston. 

Navy  Dkpabtmbnt,  May  14,  1863. 
SiB:  Tour  several  despatchen,  with  the  reports  of  yourself  and  the  com- 
Dunding  officers  who  participated  in  the  affair  of  the  7th  of  April,  were  duly 
received.  If  the  resDlts  at  Charleston  were  not  alt  that  are  wished,  there  was 
much  in  them  that  was  gratifying.  Brief  as  was  the  conflict,  the  fire  br<-nght 
tn  bear  on  the  Monitor  vessels  was  such  as  could  have  been  sustained  by  no 
mdiuary  boats,  and  demonstrates  their  power  of  resistance  and  their  adapta- 
(ioa  for  harbor  purposes.    That  the  vessels  in  Uiat  engagement  shonlil  nau 
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petnmed  from  the  enconntcr  with  bo  few  casoaltieB  and  tbe  Iobb  of  but  one  life 
is  certainly  remarkable,  and  in  itself  a  aobjcct  of  congratolation. 

In  view  of  operations  elsewhere  it  was  deemed  essential  that  tbe  militu; 
forcts  at  Gbarleaton  and  its  vicinity  ahonld  for  a  time  at  least  be  retained  there, 
whatever  might  be  tbe  termination  of  the  naval  engagement.  Hence  my  lettei 
of  the  1 1th,  and  also  tbe  telegram  of  the  President  which  yon  received  by  the 


Freeborn,  and  which  appear  to  be  not  onlv  not  in  nnison  with  your  convictioDA 
but  have,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  infiicted  pain  when  none  was  intended. 
Nothing  was  further  from  the  purpose  of  the  Presidtiit  or  oC  tbe  departnenl 


than  any  censure  upon  you  in  those  communications.  We  bad  not  sofiicient 
data  when  they  were  written  to  form  an  opiniou  of  the  merits  of  the  conflict. 
It  would  be  wrong  to  say  we  have  not  been  ia  some  degree  disappointed,  bol 
antil  the  8th  of  April  the  harbor  and  defences  of  Charleston  were  to  us  a  sealed 
book.  We  knew  tittle  of  them,  but  had  hoped  that  you,  during  the  blockade 
and  months  of  preparation,  bad  become  possessed  of  their  true  character.  I 
had,  it  is  true,  received  no  inltmation   from  you  that  yon  were  thus  informed, 


<r  had  I,  indeed,  been  advised  of  yoar  opinions  and  views  in  regard  to  the 

isibility  and  probable  results  of  the  demonstrations   that  were  to  be  made, 

but  which  had  been  canvassed  and  fully  tmderstood  when  yon  visited  Wuh- 


ington  last  autumn,  and  any  subsequent  movement  bad,  I  supposed,  Toar  oon- 
currence.  I  had  not  pressed  you  to  he  communicative,  for  to  you  Dad  been 
confided,  as  naval  commander,  the  entire  management  of  not  only  the  attack  on 
Charleston,  but  the  whole  operations  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  South  Atlantic 
squadron.  I  did  suppose  the  attack  on  Charleston  had  your  hearty  approvil, 
and  hence  for  many  months  we  have  bent  the  earnest  energies  of  the  depait- 
ment  And  the  service  to  answer  your  requisitions  and  afford  yon  the  necessary 
aesietatice.  oflen  by  depriving  other  squadrons  of  that  support  tluU  was  actually 
necessary  for  their  efficiency. 

Had  you  at  any  time  expressed  an  opinion  against  the  expediency  of  an 
attack,  or  a  belief  that  it  would  be  disastrous,  such  was  my  confidence  in  yon. 
and  my  respect  for  your  intelligence  and  capability,  that  I  should  certainly 
have  reviewed  the  subject,  and  not  unlikely  an  entirely  different  airangemeot 
of  onr  forces  would  have  been  projected.  I  had  supposed  there,  was  between 
ns  an  entire  concurrence  of  opinion,  and  the  expression  in  your  despatch  of  tbe 
16th  ultimo,  that  you  did  not  advise  the  attack,  is  the  first  intimation  to  the 
department  or  tbe  government  that  you,  tbe  admiral  in  command,  entertained  a 
doubt  of  either  tbe  propriety  or  expediency  of  the  movement. 

I  regret  that  there  ahoutd  not  have  been  entire  frankness  in  this  matter.  It 
was  certainly  due  not  only  to  me,  your  friend,  but  to  the  country  and  the  service, 
that  you,  who  have,  as  you  remark,  had  eighteen  months'  experience  and  clo»e 
study  of  the  military  and  naval  position  in  the  tenure  of  the  sea-coast  within  the 
limits  of  your  command,  should  nave  given  to  tbe  department,  that  so  implicitly 
trusted  you,  the  benefits  of  your  knowledge,  observation  and  experience. 

I  can  well  suppose  that  you  may  have  been  reluctant  to  give  an  opinion  ad- 
verse to  an  object  that  earnestly  engaged  the  attention  of  Ue  department  and 
of  the  whole  country ;  yet,  such  were  and  are  the  relations  between  ns,  that  I 
bad  reason,  personally  as  well  as  officially,  to  expect  from  you  a  free  expresstOD 
of  your  opinions,  your  views,  and  your  judgment  on  a  measure  of  such  tmt- 
Bcendent  importance. 

A  youne  and  inexperienced  officer  might  have  been  excused  for  being  sensi- 
tive in  such  a  matter;  but  an  officer  of  established  reputation,  of  mature  ^e, 
whose  courage,  sagacity,  and  experience  had  placed  him  at  tbe  head  of  bis 
profession,  and  on  whose  knowledge  and  judgment  the  department,  as  you  wtrU 
knew,  telied,  should  not  have  been  backward  in  communicating  his  views  and 
opinions  on  a  question  that  so  materially  affected  the  chancter  of  the  navy  and 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  CiOtnjIc 
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Ihave  been.dieappoioted  in  receiving  from  yon  no  anggeatioB  tn  regard  to 
fdlnre  moTemente  since  the  conclaBion  you  arrived  at,  that  a  purely  naval 
attack  on  Charleston  cannot  be  aucceseful.  Would  yOQ  recommend  a  combined 
niTal  and  army  movement,  and  that  promptly,  or  deliberately;  or,  would  you 
adviw  an  entire  abandonment  of  operations  against  the  pla(«,  and  limit  our- 
ulres  to  a  mere  blockade  of  the  harbor  I  Your  information  and  experience 
ought  not  at  such  time  to  be  withheld  from,  but  should  be  communicated  to, 
Itie  department.  There  shonld  be' nn  reserve  in  this  matter.  We  all  have  a 
daty  to  perfonn,  and  should  give  our  undivided  energies  uf  body  aud  mind,  and 
whatever  useful  information  we  poBsese,  to  the  coontry. 

In  a  Ute  communication  elaborately  refuting  a  newepaper  criticism  on  your 
proceedings,  you  express  some  disappointment  that  the  omcial  reports  of  your- 
Klf  and  the  officers  in  commaud  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  have  not  been  pub- 
lished. As  no  inconsiderable  portions  of  these  reports  were  devoted  to  a  detail 
of  the  imperfections,  or  supposed  imperfections,  of  a  class  of  formidable  vessels 
of  onr  service,  the  effect  of  such  a  publication'would  have  been  to  discourage 
oni  friends  and  to  encourage  the  rebels.  This  I  could  not  do,  although  the 
disparagement  of  those  vessels  might  have  furnished  an  ample  jnetification,  if 
ooe  were  necessary,  for  the  failure  to  obtain  complete  success  at  Charleston. 

I  regretted  there  was  not  a  report  of  the  battle,  which  we  might  have  pub- 
Med  at  once,  and  another  aud  nistinct  report  in  regard  to  the  turreted  vessels 
vhich  we  are  just  bringing  into  service,  and  concerning  which  it  would  have 
been  iocxcusable  to  have  informed  our  enemies.  But  as  the  whole  subjects 
were  blended  in  the  reports,  and  the  failure  imputed  not  so  much  to  the  defences, 
obetractions,  and  other  causes,  as  to  the  vessels  which,  if  not  in  every  respect 
all  [hat  was  expected,  certainly  austained  a  fire  such  as  no  vessels  ever  before 
eoeonntered  ana  escaped,  the  couuty  is,  I  couceive,  better  served  by  omitting, 
for  the  present,  their  pubUcation. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Steretary  of  the  Naey. 

Eear-Admiral  Sahvbl  F.  DrPoNT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Reply  of  Rear-Admtral  DuFont  to  departrnml't  letter  i^f  May  14. 

Xo.  285.]  Flao-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  3,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  com- 
nronication  of  the  14th  ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  receipt  of  my  several  des- 
patches, accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  who  participated 
in  the  attack  upon  the  fortd  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  last. 

The  tone  of  this  communication  is  so  different  from  the  one  which  immediately 
followed  it,  dated  on  the  l.ith  ultimo,  and  to  which  I  have  already  replied  by 
^  Arago,  that  I  desire  to  answer  it  more  at  length,  and  to  meet  the  statements 
of  the  department,  aa  contained  therein,  as  fully  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and 
«itb  every  mark  of  consideration  due  to  its  distinguished  head. 

I  am  well  aware,  as  the  department  observes,  that  the  results  at  Charleston 
»ere  not  all  that  were  wished  for,  and  quite  agree  with  the  department  that  there 
wai,  nevertheless,  much  in  them  that  was  gratifying,  particularly  that  the  loss 
of  life  was  ao  amall,  and  that  the  capacity  of  the  irou-clads  for  enduring  the  hot 
and  heavy  fire  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  which  would  have  destroyed  any 
vessels  of  wood  heretofore  used  in  warfare,  was  made  so  evident.     But  I  must 
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take  leave  to  remind  the  department  that  abili^  to  endure  is  not  a  anffidnit 
element  vherewitb  to  gain  victories ;  that  endurance  must  be  accompanied  vilh 
a  corresponding  pover  to  inflict  injury  upon  the  enemy ;  and  I  will  improve 
the  present  occasion  to  repeat  the  ezpressioD  of  a  convicdon,  which  I  btre 
already  conveyed  to  the  department  in  former  letters,  that  the  weaknera  of  ibe 
Monitor  class  of  vessels  in  this  latter  important  particular  is  fatal  to  their  U- 
tempts  against  fortifications  having  outlying  obstructions,  as  at  the  Ogeechee 
and  at  Charleston,  or  against  other  fortifications  npon  elevations,  as  at  Fort 
Darling,  or  against  any  modem  fortifications  before  which  they  must  anchor  or 
lie  at  rest,  and  receive  much  more  than  they  can  return.  With  even  their 
diminished  surface  they  are  not  invnlnerable,  and  their  various  mechanical  con- 
trivances for  working  their  turrets  and  guns  are  so  liable  to  immediate  derange- 
ment that,  in  the  brief  though  fierce  engagement  at  Charleston,  five  oat  of  eight 
were  disabled,  and,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  detailed  report  to  the  department,* 
half  an  hour  more  fighting  would,  in  my  judgment,  have  placed  them  all  "  hon 
de  combat." 

The  department  refers  to  its  order  of  the  11th  of  April,  and  to  a  telegnn 
from  the  President,  which  directed  the  retention  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  near  to  Charleston,  in  view  of  operations  elsewhere,  and  the  de- 
partment states  its  impression  that  these  despatches  were  not  in  unison  with  my 
convictions,  and  expresses  its  r^ret  that  1  should  have  been  pained  by  their 
nature,  when  nothing  vas  further  from  the  intentions  of  the  President  or  of  the 
department  than  a  design  to  censnre  me  in  those  communications. 

The  letter  of  the  department  of  the  11th  of  April  was  unexceptionable,  bnt 
I  certainly  did  consider  the  telegram  of  the  President  as  implying  a  ceuBiite 
npon  myself,  oud  I  desire  most  respectfully  to  submit,  as  some  evidence  that 
such  a  belief  was  not  unreasonably  entertained  by  me,  that  the  President,  with 
great  kindness,  in  a  second  despatch,  and  before  he  could  have  known  what  im- 
pression his  first  had  made,  took  occasion  to  state,  much  to  my  gratification, 
that  he  had  not  intended  to  censure  me. 

In  regard  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  order  of  the  department  of  the  lltk  of 
April,  and  to  that  of  the  accompanying  telegram,  I  desire  to  state  here  that  the 
Older  of  the  department  of  the  2d  of  April  Imd  been  received  by  me  oq  the  9th, 
and  was  so  imperative,  and  so  fblly  explanatory  of  the  reasons  for  making  it 
imperative,  that  I  had,  as  mentioned  in  mr  despatch  No.  267,  proceeded  on  the 
12tb,  as  soon  as  was  practicable,  to  Port  Royal  with  &e  Uonitors  to  put  them 
under  repairs  before  sending  them  to  their  new  destination.  The  order  of  the 
1 1th  and  the  telegram  found  me  here,  in  compliance  with  this  previous  order  of 
Aprils. 

It  was  in  rejilying  to  this  telegram,  which  I  then  believed  to  imply  a  consnre 
npon  my  action  at  Cbsrleston,  that  I  deemed  it  dne  to  myself  to  state  that  1 
had  never  advised  the  attack  on  Charleston,  and  I  perceive  that  the  department 
has  taken  especial  exception  to  this  expreasion,  and  has  dwelt  upon  it  at  con- 
siderable length  in  its  letter  to  which  I  am  now  replying.  A  reference  to  my 
correspondence  with  the  department,  and  more  particularly  to  my  letters  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  will  certiuuly  show  that  I  never  advised  the 
attack  upon  Charleston  at  all ;  but  if  made,  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  troops  to  insure  success ;  and  an  inspection  of  this  correspond- 
ence, which,  with  the  Assistant  Secretary,  was  constantly  maintained,  and  which 
put  him  and,  as  I  snpposed,  the  department  also  in  full  possession  of  my  views 
as  to  every  matter  connected  with  my  command,  will  relieve  me,  I  feel  assaied. 
from  the  imputation  that  I  did  not  keep  the  department  sufficiently  odviMd  of 
my  opinions  as  to  the  operations  contemplated  on  this  coast ;  and  I  beg  to  refe 
to  the  same  correspondence  as  containing  all  the  infiinaation  obtained  by  me 
&om  every  source  in  regard  to  the  defences  of  Charleston  j  and  if,  after  such  tn- 

dty  Google 


ASUOBED  VESSELS.  103 

fonnatioD,  Obarleaton  harbor  condnned  to  be  a  scaled  book  to  the  departmeat, 
it  was  eooally  bo  to  me. 

Tbe  aepartment,  in  continuing  its  remarks  upon  the  want  (if  such  informa- 
tion from  me  as  the  admiral  commanding,  observes,  nevertheless,  "that  the 
feuibility  and  the  probable  results  of  the  demonstrations  that  were  to  be  made 
bad  been  canvassed  and  full;  understood  when  I  visited  Washington  ladt 
aatmmi." 

The  honorable  Secretary  will  remember  how  vety  few  words  passed  on  the 
sobject  between  him  and  myadlt  It  was,  however,  more  folly  discassed  with 
tbe  Assistant  Secretarr,  who  proposed  that  I  should  return  to  my  stntion  by 
way  of  Hampton  Roads,  in  order  that  we  might  further  canvaM  the  matter, 
ana  he  accompanied  me  that  &r  from  Washington.  Bnt  nothing  waa  matured, 
tad  for  the  reason  that  all  waa  still  in  the  vague  tiiture.  Not  a  new  iron-clad 
eicept  the  New  Ironsides  was  yet  finished,  and  the  original  Monitor  was  on  the 
dock  in  tbe  Washington  navy  yard.  The  defects  of  the  New  Ironsides  were 
glaring,  particularly  the  contracted  size  of  the  pilot' houtie  and  ils  improper  loca- 
tiun  behind  the  enormous  smoke-stack,  shutting  out  all  view  ahead,  and  most 
materially  interfering  with  the  management  of  the  vessel  in  battle — defects 
ptinfuUy  realized  in  the  attack  on  Chuleston. 

I  remember,  however,  that  in  our  disciiasion  the  confidence  of  tbe  Assistant 
Secretary  in  the  Uonitor  class  of  vessels  was  so  profound  as  to  lead  him  to  say 
that  one  Uonitor  alone  would  cause  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Gfaarlestou; 
upon  which  occasion,  not  entertaining  such  unlimited  faith  in  the  powers  of  thoae 
veMcls,  nor  disposed  to  underrate  ati  enemy,  I  took  the  liberty  of  remindiDg 
bim  that  one  Uonitor,  aided  by  the  Galena  and  Naugatuck,  both  iron-dads,  wi£ 
several  wooden  gunboats,  had  failed  to  take  Fort  Darling,  notwithetanding  the 
great  gallantry  displayed  on  that  occasion. 

The  department  will  therefore  perceive  that  when  I  left  Washington  there 
was  really  nothing  matured,  though  I  was  firmly  impressed  with  the  fixed  de- 
tenniDation  of  the  department  that  Charleston  should  he  attacked ;  and  that, 
with  the  iron-clads,  that  attack  must  necesBarily  be  succeesfol. 

The  powers  and  adaptability  of  these  vessels  were  as  much  a  sealed  book  to 
me  as  the  defences  of  Charleston  to  the  department  ^  but  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  wit,  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  those  defences  and  of  the  powers  of 
the  iron-clads,  in  which  tbe  departmeut  had  expi-essed  unbounded  confidence, 
no  officer  conld  hesitate  to  make  the  experiment,  and  I  cave  to  it  my  whole 
heart  and  energy,  not  hesttatbg  to  ask  tbe  department  for  all  the  iron-clade  that 
conld  be  spared;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  department  spared  no  pains 
to  increaae  the  force  of  those  vesBelB. 

While  preparations  were  making,  and  the  completion  of  the  Monitors  was 
going  on,  the  trials  in  the  Ogeechee  took  place.  '  As  the  department  is  aware,  the 
results  here  were  most  discouraging.  Two  attacks  successively  made  by  one 
Uonitor  with  gunboats  and  a  mortar  vessel,  had  no  effect  on  a  fort  of  seven  (7) 
gnnj,  protected  with  piling  and  torpedoes.  This  was  followed  by  a  bombard- 
ment of  eight  (8)  hours,  with  three  Monitors,  with  tbe  gunboats,  and  three  mor- 
tar vessels,  and,  as  before,  with  a  like  result.  The  injuries  to  the  Monitors  were 
eiteoeive,  and  their  offensive  powers  found  to  be  feeble  in  dealing  with  forts, 
particularly  earthworks. 

It  may  perhaps  be  said  that  it  was  my  duty  to  have  placed  before  the  depart- 
ment, in  more  emphatic  terms  than  were  used  by  me,  the  deductions  to  be  drawn 
from  these  preliminary  trials;  for  if  three  Monitors,  with  gunboats  and  mortar 
Teasels,  following  two  previous  trials  on  Fort  McAlIisl«'r  with  one  Monitor  and 
the  wooden  boats,  had  fiuled  to  reach  or  take  a  seven  (7)  gun  battery,  how  were 
right  or  nine  iron-clads  of  all  kinds  to  capture  the  defences  of  Charleston,  con- 
riiting  of  continuous  tines  of  works  and  forts  extending  for  several  miles,  and 
mounting  some  hundreds  of  guns  pf,  improved  moke,  and  with  a  vujm  complU 
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cated  and  more  formidable  Bvstem  of  obstruction  a  t  But  as  these  were  dcdac- 
tiona  patcDt  on  the  perusal  of  my  despatchce,  I  did  not  deem  it  neceeeorj  to  do 
more  than  lay  all  the  facts  of  those  trials  before  the  department  for  its  jadgmeDt 
and  decision ;  and  in  mj  despatch  No.  41,  'written  as  early  aa  Jtumarj  S8. 
1863,1  expressed  myself  as  follows:  "  Uy  own  previous  imprcsaions  of  these 
vci'sela  frequently  espreseed  to  Assistant  Secretary  Fox  have  been  coofinncd, 
viz.,  that  whatever  degree  of  impenetiability  they  might  have,  there  was  iio 
corr«Bponding  quality  of  aggression  or  destmctiveness  against  forte. " 

"This  experiment  also  convinces  me  of  another  impression,  firmly  held  and 
often  expressed,  that  in  all  such  operations,  to  secure  success,  troops  arc  neces- 
Bar;'." 

These  facts,  however,  seemed  not  to  have  changed  the  views  of  the  depart- 
ment; and  in  accordance  with  its  previons  orders  and  its  well-known  determina- 
tion to  effect  the  capture  of  Charleston,  I  dctcnnjncd  to  make  the  expeiiraent, 
and  to  riak  and  poasibly  lose  whatever  of  prestige  pertained  to  a  long  and  auc- 
ceii^ful  profesaional  career,  in  order  to  meet  the  neceasitiea  of  the  war  and  (be 
wishes  of  the  government. 

The  experiment  was  made,  and,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently,  thoroughly,  and 
CDnclusively.  That  it  did  not  succeed  in  capturing  the  forta  and  the  city  of 
Charleston  is  a  matter  of  regret  as  keen,  and  of  disappointment  as  great,  to 
myself  and  to  those  who  shared  in  it,  as  can  be  felt  by  tlie  department  or  by  tbe 
country.  It  was  not,  however,  without  important  results,  for  it  establbbed 
anew  the  supremacy  of  artijlciy  in  forts  as  against  floating  batteries,  and  coo- 
finned  the  truth  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my  previous  despatcheJ, 
that  in  all  such  operations,  to  secure  success,  troops  are  necessary. 

Had  the  land  forces  on  this  occasion  been  at  all  adequate  to  the  emergencT, 
tbe  result. might  have  been  all  that  the  country  desired.  With  the  army  in  pos- 
session of  the  land  approaches  to  Charleston,  the  attack  from  the  sea  could  hare 
been  pushed  to  desperation,  and  the  sacrifice  of  some  of  the  irou-clad  veastle 
conld  then  have  been  properly  made,  aa  they  would  not  have  fallen  into  tbe 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But,  onaupported  by  operationa  on  shore,  it  would  hare 
been  a  moat  culpable  waste  of  material  upon  an  nnjuatifiable  forlorn  hope,  to 
have  carried  the  aasault  by  sea  to  extremities,  with  the  prospect  of  leaving  a  eer- 
tain  proportion  of  the  iron-elads  with  the  enemy,  in  condition  perhaps  to  he 
raiaea  and  repaired  by  them,  and  afterwards  nsed  from  their  interior  lines  moil 
effectively  against  the  wooden  blockaders. 

Tbe  department  expresses  disappointment  at  not  receiving  from  me  auggts- 
tions  in  regard  to  future  movements. 

I  stated  to  the  department  in  my  first  report,  on  the  8th  of  April,  that,  in  m; 
judgment,  to  renew  the  attack  would  convert  a  failure  into  a  disaster,  and  that 
Charleston  could  not  he  taken  by  a  purely  naval  attack.  In  my  detailed  report 
of  the  I5th  April,  I  repeated  that  it  was  wholly  impracticable  to  take  Gharlestoa 
with  the  naval  foree  under  my  command. 

In  making  the  above  declarations  without  reserve,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  responsibility  involved,  and  under  a  high  seuse  of  duty,  regardless  of  con- 
sequences to  myself,  I  thought  I  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  relieving  tbe  de- 
partment of  all  emharraasraent  in  reference  to  any  immediate  movements,  and 
that  the  department  would  appreciate  my  motives  in  so  doing. 

I  did  not,  therefore,  make  any  auggestions,  but  waited  to  hear  from  the  de- 
partment in  acknowledgment  of  my  reports;  and  I  deeply  regret  to  aay  tbii 
the  long  and  unusual  silence  maintained  by  the  department  has  been  to  me  a 
cause  of  very  sore  diaappointment. 

Coming  out  of  a  battle  of  ao  novel  a  character  aa  to  attract  the  attentioa  of 
the  world,  and  being  the  moat  momentous  event  in  the  service  of  this  squadron 


DigizedtyGOOgle 


ABMOBED  VESSELS.  105 

rince  tta  victory  in  this  harbor,  the  admiral  commanding  feda  that  he  had  a  right 
to  look  for  ordinary  official  courteBy,  if  not  for  approval. 

The  department  baa  declined  to  let  my  countrymen  see  my  official  reports, 
and  to  this  I  snbmit;  bnt  the  reaeoae  assigned  for  this  course  aurely  did  not  pre- 
dnde  me  from  being  honored  by  an  ackaowledement  of  the  receipt  of  my  dee- 
patches  in  the  nsnal  course  of  mail.  For  aacb  acknowledement,  however,  I 
waited  in  Tain,  ontil  six  weeks  aAer  the  battle,  and  I  had  Ue  mortification  of 
reading  European  comments  upon  it  before  I  received  a  line  from  the  depart- 

The  favorable  opportunity  for  the  capture  of  Charleston  presented  itself  when 
the  gunboats  first  took  possession  of  Stono  inlet,  and  the  army  lauded,  under 
their  protection  on  James  is^nd,  which  at  that  time  was  not  atrongly  fortified. 
The  attack,  however,  failed,  from  causes  which  it  is  not  neceasarr  to  mention 
Lere,  and  the  opportanity  was  lost.  Jamea  island  has  been  thoroughly  protected 
Btnce  that  event,  and  the  labor  upon  the  harbor  defences  has  not  ceased  since  the 
M  nf  Sumter. 

When  I  stated  to  the  department  that  in  my  opinion  Charleston  could  not  be 
taken  by  a  pttrely  naval  attack,  I  have  wished  to  be  understood  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  these  terms  as  used  in  war,  and  as  conveying  the  idea  of  meas- 
nring  the  importance  of  the  operation  with  its  cost.  I  do  not  doubt  that  there 
ia  material  enough  in  the  country  to  accomplish  this  result  in  time ;  but  never- 
theless, obstrticttona  in  the  way  may  he  made  insuperable,  and  to  take  a  place 
it  most  fint  be  reached.  By  a  ei^;e,  and  with  the  aid  of  iron-clads  armed  diffe- 
rently from  the  present  Monitors,  whose  turrets  could  he  relied  on  to  continue  to 
turn,  at  least  for  a  few  hours  consecutively,  and  sufficient  in  number  to  relieve 
the  disabled  ones,  the  forts  can  be  gradually  reduced  so  as  to  get  at  the  obstruc- 
tions, which  cannot  be  removed  at  night  or  during  daylight  by  the  Monitors  while 
under  fire;  but  the  department  will  remember  how  opposed  it  was  to  taking 
CharleatOQ  by  siege,  whether  from  Morris  island  or  ebewhere. 

The  reason  for  sach  joint  co-operation  is  now  passing  away,  as,  during  the 
minmer,  James  island  is  said  to  be  too  unhealthy  toi  whites  to  remain  upon  it. 
This,  though  bad  for  the  enemy,  would  be  fatal  to  our  troops.  It  is  probable, 
ia^ine  into  consideration  the  number  and  the  strength  of  the  forts  upon  James 
iiUnd,  that  military  science  would  indicate  Bull  bay  as  the  point  from  which 
the  army  should  move ;  this  bay  was  suggested  as  available  for  a  base  of  opera- 
tions asainst  Charleston  by  the  board  convened  by  the  department  in  1861. 

If  a  joint  operation  on  a  sufficient  scale  is  not  to  be  undertaken  at  this  moment, 
I  Ke  nothing  to  recommend  now,  but  to  endeavor  to  enforce  the  blockade  of 
Charleston,  which,  notwithstanding  the  presence  here  of  a  larger  force  than  I 
have  had  before  it  previously,  is  still  evaded. 

The  safety  of  the  blockading  force  must  also  be  looked  to,  and  I  respectAilly 
•ud  tameatly  appeal  to  the  department  to  contemplate  the  condition  of  the 
blockade  of  the  whole  coast  from  North  Carolina  to  Florida.  If,  as  seems  prob- 
able, it  should  have  to  contend  with  sea'^ing  iron-clads  of  the  enemy,  prepar- 
ing in  their  own  waters  and  abroad,  it  is  to  be  greatly  feared  that  the  Monitors 
will  not  be  equal  to  the  occasion.  They  can  protect  the  inside  stations,  but 
they  are  not  adapted  for  ocean  work,  and  iron-clad  vessels  that  can  cruise  and 
keep  the  sea  are  now  alsolntely  needed.  The  want  of  such  vessels  will  be  more 
imperatively  felt  as  the  events  of  this  war  continue  to  develop  themselves,  and 
I  feel  myself  greatly  hampered  at  this  moment,  because  the  force  under  my 
command,  so  far  as  iron-clads  are  concerned,  is  composed  of  vessels  whose  neces- 
sities require  them  to  he  kept  in  smooth  water. 
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But  as  I  h&ve  already  called  the  attention  of  the  department  to  this  subject  in 
a  special  despatch,  I  need  not  dwell  any  fiuther  npoa  it  at  present. 
Very  reapectfnIlTi  your  obedient  Berrant) 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrom. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Kavy,  WatkingUm,  D.  C. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  S^ar-Admtral  DuPonL 

ISTatv  Defabtment,  June  36,  1863. 

Sir:  Yonr  despatch  of  the  3d  instant  (No.  285)  was  received.  Some  delay 
attended  the  acknowledgment  of  your  official  report  of  the  demoustration  of  the 
7th  of  April,  in  consequence  of  my  daily  ezpectatiOD  of  hearing  from  yon  in 
relation  to  the  order  of  the  President.  A  prompt  response  on  your  part  to  tlut 
order  would  have  prerented  delay,  although  your  report  itself,  it  ehonld  be 
mentioned,  was  not  received  until  the  20th  April — a  fortnight  after  the 
occurrence. 

As  regards  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  April  and  the  circumetancea  attend- 
ing it,  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  them,  nor  would  it  he  profitable  now.  I 
must  repeat  my  regret  that  yonr  views  were  not  understood  by  the  department 
before  the  event  took  place,  for  had  tbey  been  known,  matters  would  undonbt- 
edly  have  been  ordered  differently. 

When  yon  were  here  last  autumn,  and  Bear-Admiral  Dahlgren  solicited  the 
opportnnity  of  making  the  attack  on  Charleston,  I  was  compelled  to  refuse  him, 
because  I  supposed  what  he  longht  as  a  privilege,  you  claimed  as  a  right  In 
the  brief  interviews  that  took  place,  our  conveiestiouB  respecting  Charleston 
were  general ;  but  I  never  doubted  they  were  frank,  cordial,  and  sincere.  The 
duty  was  confided  to  yon,  who  had  made  the  Bubject  a  study  and  had  it  in  hand 
ibr  more  than  a  year. 

With  the  ABsietant  Secretary,  who  has  made  Charlestoo  a  specialty  and  ii 
familiar  with  all  the  points — ^having,  as  you  are  aware,  not  only  visited  that  place 
at  the  commencement  of  the  tronblcB,  but  commanded  the  expedition  for  the 
relief  of  Sumter  in  the  spring  of  1861 — ^you  went  more  fnUy  into  particulan, 
and  he,  like  myself,  snpposi^  there  was  entire  coincidence  of  views  on  ihe 
su^ecL 

It  is  unfortunate,  in  every  respect,  that  there  was  not  a  more  explicit  under- 
fitandine  at  an  earlier  period.  If,  prior  to  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  April, 
you  haa  not  confidence  in  the  Uonitor  vesseb  and  their  armament,  ae  the  de- 
partment understands  you  have  intimated  to  others,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
you  did  not  make  known  yonr  diBtrust  of  their  capabilities  to  the  department 
itself,  before  any  demonstration  was  attempted. 

Sincerely  regretting  that  any  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  the  de- 
partment has  felt  compelled  to  make  should  have  given  dissatisfaction  or  caused 
yon  pain,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Seereiary  of  the  Navg. 

Eear-Admbal  S.  T.  DuPont, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Sgvadrm,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
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Ltquiry  rdative  to  gums  of  the  Keokuk. 

Navy  Department,  May  22,  1363. 
Sir  :   ISncloBod  is  an  article  from  the  Gharleeton  Mercmy,  in  which  it  is 
Btated  that  the  gauB  of  the  Keokuk  hare  been  removed  from  the  wreck  and 
taken  to  Charleston.    Have  von  any  informalioi\  npon  this  subject  I 
Very  respectfiillv,  ac^ 

GIDEON  WELLES.^ 
Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 
Besr-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Admiral  JhtPont  rtlaUee  to  loii  of  gunt  of  Biieokuk. 

No.  287.]  Flah-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  6,  1863. 
SiB:  I  bavo  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  department't  despatch  of  Uaj 
32, 1863,  enclonng  an  article  from  the  Charleston  Mercmy,  in  which  it  is  stated 
tbat  die  gnns  of  ^e  Eeoknk  have  been  removed  from  the  wreck  and  taken  to  ' 
Charleston. 

I  have  no  information  on  the  snbject,  other  than  is  given  in  the  enclosed  8lip> 
wd  which  I  have  seen  before. 

I  have  very  little  donbt  of  its  troth.    Tbe  work,  however,  most  have  been 
done  at  night. 

Tbe  department  baa  already  been  informed  in  my  despatch  (No.  SOS)  that  I 
o^red  every  facility  to  Chief  Engineer  Robie  to  blow  np  the  Keokok  with  Hr. 
Ericuon's  raft,  but  that  officer  foand  it  too  dangeroos  to  use. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  &  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  lAe  Navy,  WathingUm,  D.  C. 


Tit  Secretary  oftAe  Naey  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  relative  to  iAegwuoftAe 
Eeokui. 

Naty  Dupartmekt,  June  27,  1863. 

Sis  :  The  department  learas  with  r^ret,  by  yonr  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
tiwt  the  paiagtaph  from  the  Charleston  Mercury,  forwarded  to  yon,  stating  that 
tbe  gnna  of  the  Keokuk  have  been  removed  from  the  wreck  and  taken  to 
Charieeton,  is  probably  correct.  Ton  remark,  however,  that  "  the  work  mnst 
We  been  done  in  the  night;"  and  add,  that  the  "dntartment  has  already 
been  informed,  in  your  despatch  No.  208,  that  you  ofiered  every  facili^  to 
Cbief  Engineer  Bobie  to  blow  up  the  Keokuk  with  Hi.  Ericsson's  raft,  but  that 
officer  found  it  too  dangerous  to  use." 

The  doty  of  destroying  the  Keoknk,  and  preventing  her  guns  from  fiiUing 
mte  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  devolved  upon  the  commander-in-chief  rather  than 
do  Chief  Engineer  Bobie.    I  do  not  nnaerstand  that  the  operations  vwe  neces- 
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aarily  limited  to  Mr.  Ericason'e  raft,  of  whicli  Bnch  apprehenaionB  appear  to 
bave  been  eatertained.    The  wreck  and  its  important  armament  ougnt  not  u> 
have  beea  abandoned  to  the  rebeU,  whose  sleeplesa  labors  appear  to  bare  se- 
cured them  a  valuable  prize. 
Very  reBpectfidly,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Hecrelarjf  of  the  Nary. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  SqMadro»,  Port  Royal,  S.  C 


Rear-Admiral  DuPont  relative  to  lou  of  gun*  of  the  Keokuk. 

No.  362.]  Flaq-Ship  Wabash, 

Fort  Royal  Barbor,  S.  C,  July  5,  1863. 
Sir  :  Ah  I  was  preparing  to  hand  over,  at  an  early  boar  in  the  momtng.  the 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  to  Bear-Admiral  Dihl- 
gren,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  tbe  deportment,  I  received  from  the 
latter  its  communication  of  the  27th  June,  the  latest  date  wbich  baa  reached 
me,  referring  to  tbe  gnna  of  the  Keokuk. 

Having  indulged  tbe  hope  tbat  my  command,  covering  a  period  of  tweuty- 
one  months  afloat,  bad  not  oeen  without  results,  I  was  not  prepared  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  tbat  censure  from  tbe  department  which  baa  characterized  its  leltera 
to  me  siuce  tbe  Uonitors  failed  to  take  Charleston. 

I  can  only  add  now,  tbat  to  an  officer  of  my  temperament,  whose  sole  aim 
has  been  to  do  hia  whole  duty,  and  who  bas  passed  through  forty-seven  yein 
of  service  without  a  word  of  reproof,  these  censures  of  the  Navy  Department 
would  be  keenly  felt  if  I  did  not  know  they  were  wholly  undeserved. 
Very  respectAiIly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  QiDBON  Wbllbs. 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  Wa$hington. 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPoiU  on  t&e  qualitiet  of  lAe  Monitor  vetieh/o' 
llockading  duty  off  Charleiton. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  June  3,  1S63. 

Sib  :  I  had  tbe  honor  in  a  previous  despatch  to  report  to  tbe  department  ih^ 
necessity  of  increasing  the  vessels  in  this  squadron,  in  order  to  make  tbe  block- 
ade more  eflTective,  particularly  off  Charleston, 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  another  important  poial 
in  connexion  with  the  blockade  of  this  coast. 

It  has  hitherto  been  maintained  by  wooden  vessels,  many  of  which  ate  of  the 
most  vulnerable  character,  bnt  the  time  is  approaching  when  they  will  be  liablr 
at  any  moment  to  be  driven  off  by  iron-clads  of  the  rebels  Irom  tbe  harbon  of 
Cbarleston  and  Savannah,  and,  if  reports  speak  true,  by  iron-clads  from  abnMd. 
To  meet  this  serioas  difficulty  I  have  only  one  vessel  which  can  do  outside 
blockading  duty,  and  tbat  is  the  New  Ironsides,  and  her  commaader  ezpiesw 
doubts  of  her  ability  to  rranain  off  Charleston  in  tbe  bn  '  *"'  ~ 
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other  iron-dads,  the  Monitors,  and  particnlarly  in  the  coming  hot  seaeon,  are 
loully  aofit  for  this  dnty.  They  are  not  eea-goin?  or  sea-keeping  Tessels.  la 
even  a  slight  sea  the  hatches  must  be  battened  down,  and  the  effect  npon  the 
crew,  if  continued  for  a  brief  period  in  hot  weather,  would  be  most  deleterious ; 
indeed,  in  such  weather  they  are  not  habitable;  hut,  in  addition  to  this  very 
eerioos  objection,  the  speed  of  these  veseels,  owing  to  the  foulness  of  their 
bottoms,  is  bo  alow  that  they  are  not  only  unfit  to  chase,  but  in  a  gale  of  wind 
could  not  keep  themaelres  from  going  ashore.  Even  in  a  strong  tide-way, 
owing  to  the  deficiency  or  weakness  of  their  ground  tackling,  they  frequently 
gtt  adrift.  These  veesela  can  maintain  a  blockade-  in  inland  waters,  but  the 
nearest  point  to  CharleBton  where  they  can  be  placed  is  North  Edisto. 

I  have  on  different  occasions  referred  to  tho  qualities  of  these  iron-clads  for 
keeping  the  sea,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department 
lo  them  to  an  especial  despatch.  ' 

In  tbis  connexion,  I  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officers 
of  .[he  iron-clads,  addressed  to  me  when  they  understood  it  might  bo  deemed 
nccc«earr  to  order  them  on  blockading  duty  off  Charleston. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant. 

S.  F.  DTJPONT, 
Rear-Admirai,  Commanding,  Ife, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

StcrHary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Opinion  f^ commanding  o^.ert  of  Monitor  vettelt. 

North  Edisto,  8.  C,  ATay  25,  1863. 
Sir  :  Having  understood  that  when  it  shall  be  necessary  to  withdraw  the  New 
Ironsides  from   the  blockade  of  Charleston  for  purposes  of  repairs  or  refresh- 
meat  that  veescls  of  this  class  nmy  be  regarded  aa  necessary  and  fit  to  take  her 
pluce,  we  beg  leave  to  express  our  opinion  on  tliat  point. 

The  hatches  would  have  to  be  battened  down  the  whole  time,  and  the  vessels 
could  Dot  foil  to  be  disabled  irom  loss  of  health  to  the  crew.  The  loss  of  speed 
from  foulness  of  bottom,  now  amounting  to  one-half  of  what  they  had  when  put 
in  commiBsion,  would  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  chase  effectively,  or  to  get  off 
shore  in  a  gale  of  wind,  even  with  the  assistance  of  an  ordinary  steamer.  The 
eitreiae  sluggiehness  of  the  compass  would  make  it  impossible  to  make  any 
given  course  of  a  cloudy  night.  If  clear,  setting  the  course  by  a  star  and 
giving  time  for  the  compass  to  traverse,  would  make  its  use  possible.  The 
ground-tackle  in  a  heavy  sea-way  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  quite  inadequate  to 
Mi  her.  In  short,  we  thtuk  these  vessels  aro  entirely  inadequate  to  maintain 
1  blockade  at  sea. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  EODGERS,  Captain. 
DANIEL  AMMEN,  Commander. 
GEO.  W.  EODGERS,  Commands. 
D.  M.  FAIRFAX,  Commander, 
JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S  F.  DrjPoNT, 

Commanding  Soiuh  Allanlic  Blockading  Fquadron, 

Flag-Ship  Wabath,  Port  Royal. 
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Major  General  HunUr  to  ihe  Pretident  rtlative  to  Rear-Admiral  ThtPaWi 
re/tttal  to  co-operate. 

Headquartkbs  Department  op  the  South, 
Hiit<m  Head,  Fort  Royal,  Souti  Carolina,  May  22,  18G3. 

Deab  8ir:  It  JB  more  tbftn  eix  weeks  since  ihe  attack  by  the  iron-cUds 
npon  Charleston — an  attack  in  which,  from  the  natnre  of  the  plana  of  Adminl 
DuFont,  the  army  had  no  active  part. 

On  the  day  of  that  attack  the  troops  nnder  my  command  held  Folly  ielaod 
np  to  Light-honse  inlet.  On  the  mornine  after  the  attack  we  were  in  complete 
readinesB  to  croaa  Light-house  inlet  to  Morris  island,  where,  once  eetabliihed, 
the  fall  of  Samter  would  have  been  as  certain  as  the  demonstration  of  a  prob- 
lem in  mathematics.  Aided  by  a  cross-fire  from  the  navy,'the  enemy  would 
soon  hare  been  driven  from  Gnmmings's  Point;  and  with  powerful  batteriefl  of 
one  and  two  hnndred-poonder  rifled  gnns  placed  there.  Fort  Sumter  would  have 
been  rendered  untenable  in  two  days'  fire.  Fort  Polaski  was  breached  tai. 
taken  from  Goat's  Point,  ou  Tybee  island,  a  precisely  similar  proposition,  with 
32-pODnder  Parrott  guns,  4S-pannder  James's  guns,  and  a  few  10-inch  colam- 
biads;  the  13-inch  mortars  used  in  that  bombardment  having  proved  ntterlj 
valueless.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  how  certain  would  nave  been  the 
fall  of  Fort  Sumter  under  the  fire  of  the  one  and  two  hundred-ponndera  rifled 
now  at  my  command. 

On  the  ailemoon  after  the  iron-clad  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  the  troops  on 
Folly  island  were  not  only  ready  to  cross  Light-house  inlet,  but  were  almost  io 
,the  act,  the  final  reconuoisaance  having  been  made,  the  boats  ready,  and  tlie  meo 
under  arms  for  crossing,  when  they  were  recalled,  as  I  hoped  merely  temponi- 
rily,  by  the  announcement  of  Admiral  DuFont  that  he  bad  resolved  to  tetire, 
and  that,  consequently,  we  could  expect  no  assistance  from  the  navy. 

Immediately  the  admiral  was  waited  npon  W  an  officer  of  my  staff,  who  rep- 
resented the  forwardness  of  our  preparations  for  crossing,  the  evidently  nnpie- 
pared  condition  of  the  enemy  to  receive  us,  while  any  delay,  now  that  oor  in- 
-  tentions  were  unmasked,  would  give  the  enemy  time  to  erect  upon  the  soutbeni 
end  of  Morris  island,  commanding  Light-house  inlet,  those  works  and  batteries 
which  he  bad  heretofore  neglected.  To  these  considerations,  earnestly  and 
elaborately  ni^;ed,  the  admiral's  answer  was  that  "he  would  not  fire  another 
shot." 

A  lodgment  on  Morris  island  was  thus  made  impossible  for  ns,  the  enemv 
having  powerful  works  on  the  island,  more  especially  at  the  northern  end,  out 
of  which  we  could  not  hope  to  drive  him  unless  aided  by  a  cnnF-fire  from  tfae 
navy.  I  therefore  determined  to  hold  what  we  had  got  until  the  admiral  should 
have  had  time  to  repair  his  vessels;  and  to  this  honr  we  hold  every  inch  of 
ground  on  Folly  and  Cole's  and  Seabrook's  islands  that  we  held  on  the  day  of 
the  expected  crossing. 

Since  then  I  have  exercised  patience  with  the  admiral,  and  have  pashed  for 
ward  my  works  and  batteries  on  Folly  island  with  unremitting  diligence;  th« 
enemv  meanwhile,  thoroughly  aroused  to  their  danger,  throwing  np  works  that 
completely  commanded  Light-house  inlet,  on  the  southern  end  of  Morris  island; 
HO  that  the  crossing  which  could  have  been  effected  in  a  couple  of  hours  and 
with  little  sacrifice  six  weeks  ago,  will  now  involve,  whenever  attempted,  pro- 
tracted operations  and  a  very  serious  loss  of  life.  And  to  what  end  should  this 
sacrifice  De  made  without  the  co-operation  of  the  navyl  Even  when  estab- 
lished on  the  southern  end  of  Morris  island,  the  northern  end,  with  its  poweifal 
works  and  commanded  by  the  fire  of  Forts  Sumter  and  Johnson,  wonld  still 
remain  to  be  possessed.  I'he  sacrifice  wonld  be  of  no  avail  without  the  aid  of 
the  navy ;  and  I  have  been  painfully  but  finally  convinced  tkaX  ftum  the  navj  do 
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nch  lid  is  to  be  expected.  I  fear  Admiral  PaPont  diatnuts  the  iron-clada  bo 
mncb  that  be  has  reaolred  to  do  nothing  with  them  this  anmner;  and  therefore 
I  moet  u^ently  begof  yon  to  liberate  me  from  those  orderato  "co-opefatewith 
iLe  vayy,"  which  now  de  me  down  to  share  the  admirare  inactivity.  Remain- 
ing in  our  present  situation,  we  do  not  even '  detain  one  soldier  of  the  enemy 
bom  sarrice  elsewhere.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  they  have  already  sent  away 
&om  Charieaton  and  Savannah  all  the  troops  not  ^wolntely  needed  to  garrison 
the  defences,  and  these  will  have  to  remain  in  the  works  whether  an  enemy  be 
io  aebt  or  not. 

liberate  me  Urom  this  order  to  "co-operate  with  the  navy  in  an  attack  on 
Cbsrleston,"  and  I  wiU  immediatdy  place  a  column  of  ten  thoasand  of  the  best 
drilled  soldiers  in  the  country  (aa  nnqueationably  are  the  troops  of  this  depart- 
ment) in  the  heart  of  Georgia,  oar  landing  and  marching  being  made  through 
cnnotiea  in  which,  as  shown  by  the  cenana,  the  slave  population  ia  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  is  tmer,  sir,  than  that  this  rebellion  Iiaa 
left  the  Bonthem  States  a  mere  hollow  shell.  If  we  avoid  their  few  strongholds, 
vheie  they  have  prepared  for  and  invited  ns  to  battle,  we  ahall  meet  no  opposi- 
tioQ  in  a  total  devastation  of  their  resources;  thus  compelling  them  to  break  up 
their  lai^  armiea  and  garrisona  at  a  few  points  into  scores  of  small  fractions  of 
•nnies  for  the  protection  of  every  threatened  or  assailable  point.  I  will  guar- 
•nlee,  with  the  troops  now  fruitlessly  thoagh  laboriooely  occupying  Folly  and 
Seabrook  islands,  and  such  other  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  the  remaining 
porta  of  this  department,  to  penetrate  into  (Georgia,  produce  a  practical  dissohi- 
liOD  of  the  slave  system  there,  destroy  all  railroad  communication  along  the 
Mitem  portion  of  the  State,  and  lay  waste  all  stores  which  can  possibly  be  need 
for  the  sustenance  of  the  rebellion. 

My  tioopa  are  in  splendid  health  and  discipline,  and,  in  my  judgment,  are 
moic  thorongfaly  in  sympathy  with  the  poliey  of  the  government  than  any  other 
^nal  body  of  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  to-day.  With  the  ezcep- 
<Mti  of  one  brigadier  general  and  one  colonel  commanding  a  brigade,  there  is  not 
tn  officer  of  any  consequence  in  the  command  who  ia  not  heart  and  aoul  in  favor 
of  prosecuting  this  war  by  any  and  every  means  likely  to  insure  success.  Only 
oace  liberate  me  from  enforced  waiting  on  the  action  of  those  who,  I  fear,  are 
not  likely  to  do  anything,  and  I  promise  yon  that  I  will  give  full  employment  to 
twice  or  thrice  my  number  of  the  enemy;  and  that  while  Roeecrans  threatens 
Bragg  in  front,  I  will  inlermpt  his  communications,  threaten  his  rear,  and  spread 
I  panic  thrangh  the  eonntry. 

In  this  connexion,  1  would  ask,  if  possible,  for  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and 
that  the  brigade  sent  by  me  to  the  relief  of  Major  Greneral  Foster  mar  be  or- 
dered back  from  North  Oarolina.  If  no  cavalry  can  be  spared,  then  taat  five 
iiDndred  horses  and  a  thousand  saddles  and  equipmente  mar  be  sent  to  me  im- 
mediately. Also,  that  the  pikes  drawn  for  my  chief  of  ordnance  may  be  sup- 
CUed  immediately ;  these  weapons  being  the  simplest  and  most  effective  that  can 
!  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  slaves  who  are  liberated  in  our  march  into  the  in- 
terior. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  again  call  attention  to  my  request  to  be  endowed  with 
the  same  powers  intmsted  to  Adjutant  General  Thomas,  for  raising  colored  ra- 
iments and  giving  commissions  to  their  officers.  I  think  this  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, as  each  commission  promptly  given  to  a  deserving  non- commissioned 
officer  or  private  has  the  effect  of  conciliating  the  sentiment  of  the  regiment  from 
vhich  the  appointee  is  taken;  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  Importance  that  the 
experiment  of  colored  soldiers  should  have  the  hearty  acquiescence  of  the  troops 
with  whom  they  are  to  serve. 

I  deem  this  matter  of  so  much  importance,  and  am  so  weary  of  inactivity,  that 
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I  lend  this  letter  by  special  tteamer  to  Fortresa  Monroe,  and  have  instnicted 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  wait  for  yonr  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respeotfiilly,  your  most  ohedient  Herront, 
D.  HUNTEE, 
Major  General,  Gnamanding. 
Hie  Excellency  A.  Lincoln, 

Pretident  of  tht  United  States. 

I  send  this  letter  by  Captain  Arthur  M.  Einzie,  one  of  my  aides-de-camp, 
wbo  vill  avut  your  answer  and  return  immediately  by  the  steamer  which  bean 
this  to  Fortresa  Honroe. 

D.  HUNTER,  JMipw  GtntraL 


Iietter  relieving  Rear- Admiral  DuPontJrom  command  of  Soutk  Atlantic  Block- 
ading Squadron. 

Naw  Dbpabtment,  June  3,  1863. 

8ih:  Tour  despatch,  No.  267,  under  date  of  May  27,  is  received. 

I  do  not  find  in  thia  nor  in  any  communication  received  from  you  since  the 
7th  of  April  any  proposition  for  a  renewed  attack  upon  Oharleston,  or  sugges- 
tions even  for  active  operations  against  that  place.  No  acknowledgment  of  the 
despatch  which  the  President  made  jointly  to  yourself  and  General  Hunter  hoa 
been  received  at  this  department. 

The  government  ia  unwilling  to  relinquish  all  further  eSbrta  upon  a  place  that 
has  been  so  conepicnouB  in  this  rebelliim,  and  which  continuee  to  sUmohite  tiei- 
BOu  and  reeietonce  to  the  Union  and  the  government,  and  whose  redaction  is  so 
essential.  I  regret  that  yon  do  not  concur  in  these  views,  for  your  long  experi- 
ence upon  the  coast,  the  prestige  of  vour  name,  with  your  intelligence,  profound 
akill,  and  jovx  past  sueceaa,  h^  induced  me  to  hope  that  yon  woold  le»l  in  thii 
great  measure,  and  that  it  might  be  the  crowning  achievement  of  a  successfid 
career. 

From  the  tone  of  yonr  letters  it  appears  that  yonr  judgment  is  in  oppoaition 
to  a  renewed  attack  on  Oharleston ;  and  in  view  of  this  fact,  with  your  prolonged 
continuance  on  the  blockade,  the  department  has  concluded  to  relieve  yon  of  the 
command  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron,  and  to  order  Rear-Admiral  Foote  u 
your  succeaaor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary/  of  tht  ifary. 

Beai^Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

4e.,  lie..  Port  Hoyal,  Sonth  Carolina. 


General  Gillmore  reqwHing  the  co-operation  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPonL 

New  ToRK,  June  4,  1863. 
MvDbarSeb;  I  learn  by  conference  with  Admiral  Foote  that  fifteen  or 
twenty  days  may  possibly  elapse  before  he  can  start  south.  As  I  expect  b) 
start  by  Monday  next  at  furthest,  and  as  it  may  he  of  vital  importance  for  m 
to  secure  a  lodgment  on  Morris  island  hefore  its  defences,  now  rapidly  progies*- 
ing,  are  completed,  I  reepectfuDy  request  that  Admiral  DuPont  be  adviMd  to 
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teliminary  operations  as  U  may  be  necessary  to  inaagorate 
at  end. 

Admirals  Foote  and  Dahlgieen  coincide  witli  me  in  this  view  of  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GIbLHOBE,  Brigadur  General. 
Captain  G.  V.  Fox. 

AMtitloMt  Sterelary  of  th^  Naoy,  Wathatgton,  D.  C. 


Rtar- Admiral  DuPont  directed  to  co-operate  with  General  Gillmore. 

Naty  Depabtmext,  June  6,  1863. 
Sis  :  General  Gillmoro  has  been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Department 
of  tlio  South,  anil  you  will  please  afford  him  all  the  aid  and  aasistaucc  in  yoor 
power  in  condncting  his  operatioi: 


Very  respectfully,  &c.. 


GIDEON  WELU5S, 

Secretary  <^  the  Navy. 


Bear-AdmiraTS.  F.  DtPoNT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron.  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

NoTB^— The  receipt  of  this  despatch  was  acknowledged  by  Ilear-Admirsl 
DoPont  under  date  of  June  14,  1863. 


Gaurat  Gillmore  $tate»  that  operation*  are  delayed/or  toant  of  Rear-Admiral 
DuPont's  cooperation. 

HsADaUABTEKS  DbPABTMBNT  OP  THE  SOUTU, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  June  30,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  report  no  important  changes  in  the  condition  of  things  at 
Folly  island.  Hy  preparations  are  nearly  completed,  bat  I  can  do  nothing  until 
Admiral  DuPont's  sncceeaor  arrives  and  gets  ready  to  work.  The  admiral  haa 
no  instmctionB,*  and  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  put  his  vessels  into  action  on  the 
eT#  of  relinquishing  his  command.  1  believe  we  could  get  Morris  island  withont 
the  assistance  of  the  navy;  but  so  long  as  they  lie  ontside  the  bar  the  enemy's 
iron-clads  and  other  gunboats  could  annoy  oB  so  much  that  we  conld  accomplish 
Tety  httle  towards  the  erection  of  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLUORE.  Brig.  Oen.  Comm'g. 
Major  General  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chief  U.  S.  Army,  Wathington,  D.  G. 


Congratulaling  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  upon  hie  arrival  home. 

Navy  Dspartment,  July  Id,  1863. 
Sib  1  I  received  yonr  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  announcing  your  arrival.     In 
s^nowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  ayail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  con- 

Eitolate  you  on  your  safe  return  to  Delaware  after  the  severe  labors  of  yonr 
Is  arduous  command. 


H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 8 
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Eleewhere,  and  in  pablic  official  commnaicutionB,  I  h&re  expnuned  ui;  bigb 
appreciation  of  your  eervicea  and  of  the  ability  tliat  you  Iiave  exhibited. 
meblDg  you  health  and  bappineas,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secretary  of  tke  Nan/. 
Rear-Admiml  3.  F.  DnPoNT,  ' 

U.  S.  Naey,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


Rtar- Admiral  DaUgrtn  to  command  the  South  Atlanlie  Squadrmt. 

Navy  Dbpabtmbnt,  June  24,  1863. 
Sir:  Bear-Adtniral  Foote  being;  unable  from  sickneSB  to  proceed  to  Port 
Boyal,  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgreui  who  was  appointed  next  in  command,  has  been 
ordered  to  repair  thither  and  relieve  you  of  tne  command  of  the  South  Atlantic 
blockading  squadron,  and  you  will  turn  over  to  him  all  unexecuted  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  fcc, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Srer^.lary  of  the  Naty. 
Eear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  SquadroK,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Rear- Admiral  DuPont  prefer*  eharget  againtt  Chi^  Engineer  Stimtrt.  ■ 
[Drapfttch  tTo.  33«— IBflS.J 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  encloae  charges  and  specifications  against  Alban  0. 
Sttmers,  a  chief  engineer  iu  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  to  request  tbe 
department  to  arrcBt  this  officer  and  send  him  to  this  station  for  trial,  frhnr 
most  of  tbe  witueesea  are. 

Id  order  to  ascertain  with  more  precision  the  extent  of  hia  uaofficerlike  coo- 
duct  and  disregard  of  truth,  I  was  compelled  to  watt  for  the  arrival  of  tie 
"Arago"  on  her  present  trip. 

Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  OroEON  Wblles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wiuhington,  D.  C. 


Charge*  and  tpeciJi<.ationa  of  charge*  preferrtd  by  Rear-Admiral  Samfel  P- 
DicPont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  tquadron,  ogaiMtt  Ckuf 
Engineer  Alban  C.  Sitimer*,  United  State*  navy. 

ChaboeFibst:  Falsehood. 

Speeijieation. — In  this :  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  aixty-tbrec,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  cnginiwr 
in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  eteamship  Arago,  by  the 
authority  and  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DaPoat,  coiniaaadbg  tlK 
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Soutii  AtlaDtic  blockading  eqaadron — the  said  Arugo  bcinj;  on  her  piLBsage  from 
Pnrt  Itoynl,  Soulb  Carolina,  to  Ntw  York  city,  via  Charleston  bar — did,  at  the 
lal'lf  of  laid  :'teainer,  in  the  prcRvnce  of  oflicers  of  snifl  Htcamer  and  other 

SerroiQB,  a  numbcT  of  whom  were  corrcspoudcucs  of  the  pubtic  pToi^e,  and  at 
ivm  nlhRf  tinii>i>  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer,  fnlsi-l  v  assert,  knowing 
the  Mmc  to  be  untrue,  that  he  was  told  by  one  or  moro  of  the  commanders  of 
ibe  iron-elad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attacit  upou  the  forte  and  batteries  in 
CbarletitoD  harbor,  im  the  seventb  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  ttixty- 
thn^.  that  the  attack  of  tbnt  day  onght  to  have  been  renewed;  and  that  they 
did  farther  fiale  to  him  that  the  said  iroii-clud  rtHsels  were  in  fit  condition  to 
renew  it;  and  the  eaid  Alban  C.  Stimcrs  did  further  falsely  assert,  knowing  the 
Mme  ic)  be  untnie.  that  several  of  the  commanderR  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
bad  said  to  him  in  his  presence  and  hearing  that  they,  the  t>aid  command ert), 
were,  after  the  attack  aniresaid,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagemeni, "  or  words 
to  that  effect. 

Chargk  Sbconu  :  Conduct  tinbecoming  au  officer  of  the  nary. 

SpKification. — In  thisr  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April 
eifhteen  handred  and  siTty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Htimors,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  Units*  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  sti'ttmship  Arago, 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  Rear- Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont,  commanding 
Sonth  Atlantic  ulockading  squadron — the  said  Arsgo  being  on  her  passage  from 
Port  Royal,  Soulb  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  via  Charleston  bar — did,  at  the 
table  of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  the  snid  steamer  and  other 
pcri^ons,  a  number  of  whom  were  correspondenlB  of  the  public  press,  and  at 
atvers  other  times  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer,  with  the  intent  to 
dip[ia rage 'and  injure  the  professioiml  reputation  of  his  superior  officer,  Bear- 
Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont,  criticise  and  condemn,  in  terms  unbecoming  the  circum- 
iUnccs  and  his  position  ae  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professional  conduct  of 
big  superior  officer,  Renr-AdmirHl  8.  F.  DuPont,  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts 
and  battCTJea  in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
ud  eizty-thrce,  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowingly  make  false  statements, 
miog,  among  other  improper  and  unfounded  expressions,  words  in  snbstance  as 
follows:  "That  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  after  they  had  undergone 
some  slight  repairs,  Vt  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the 
day  bcfure;  tliat  they  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
obi-truction.",  and  that  Rear-Admiral  IluPont  was  too  much  prejudiced  against 
the  Uonitors  to  give  them  a  fair  trial." 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Rear- Adntiral,  Comma*ding  S  A.  B.  Squadrim. 

Klau-Ship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  May  18,  1863. 

WITNESSES. 

Brigadier  General  Geo.  H.  Gordon,  U.  8.  A.;  Henry  A.  Gadsden,  captain  of 
the  Arago;   Frederick  Gratagean,  purser  of  the  Arago;  Arthur  Hughes,  chief 

engineer  of  the  Arago;  Fernandez,  doctor  of  the  Arago;  J.H.  Baker, 

chief  officer  of  the  Arago ;  C.  0.  Fulton,  edit»r  and  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore 
American  and  Commercial  Advertiser;  — '—  Colwell,  of  New  York,  builder  of 

one  of  ihe  ironcladu,  passenger  in  the  Arago; Mars,  coppersmith,  of  New 

Vork,  passenger  on  the  Arago ;  Commodore  Thns.  Turner,  U.  8.  N.;  Captain 
Pcrcival  Drayton,  U.  8.  N.;  Captain  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  N.;  Captain  John 
L  Worden,  U.  S.  N.;  Commander  Daniel  Ammeu,  U.  S.  N.;  Commander  Don- 
ald McS.  Fairfax,  U.  9.  N.;  Commander  John  Downcs,  U.  8.  N.;  Commander 


Alesandf-r  C.  Rhind.  U.  S.  N.;  Assistant  Surgeon  George  D.  SIooum,/U.  8;  N.I 
ActlDg  Aaeistaut  Payiuaster  A.  8.  Poor,  U.  8.  N.  '  VH  lU^LL 
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Record  of  the  prorecdingi  of  a  naual  ctmrt  of  inquiry,  held  at  the  United  Slaiet 
marine  barrack*,  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  i^eu>  York,  on  Friday,  the  fiflh 
day  qfj*ne,'in  the  year  of  our  L-.rd  one  tliotuand  eigJu  hundred  and  litlf- 
three,  by  virtue  of  a  precept  tigwd  by  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Sati/, 
the  original  lehereaf  it  hereunto  annexed,  and  tehich  it  in  the  toordi  aad 
feurei following  : 

"To  R par- Admiral  Fba\cis  H.  Gbkoory,  United  Statee  Naey: 

"'By  virLueof  theautliority  uuntained  in  thcttctfor  the  better  governmeutnf  the 
uavy  of  tlie  United  States,  approved  July  17, 1S63, 1  liereliy  appoint  Rear-Admi- 
ral  FraDcia  H.  Gregory,  president;  Bear- Admiral  Silfls  H.  Stringham  and  Com- 
modore William  C.  NichoUon,  mcmlierii;  and  Edwin  M.  StougLton,  eeq.,judga 
advocatf,  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry,  which  is  ordered  to  convene  at  the  icirioe 
barracka,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  June.  A.  D.  1863, 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  grounds  of  the  charges  hereunti)  auneii'd 
and  made  a  part  of  tliis  precept,  preferred  by  Hear- Admiral  Sanmcl  F.  DuPom 
against  Chief  £n|^ineer  Alvau  G.  Stimers,  of  the  navy.  The  conrt  will  dili- 
gently and  fully  inquire  iuto  the  matters  embraced  in  the  spcciiicationB  of  ibt 
said  chaises,  and  report  to  the  department  their  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  at 
propriety  of  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United 
Sutee,  this  2lBt  day  of  May.  A.  D.  1863. 

f.    „,  "GIDEON  WELLES, 

l*"  *'J  "  Secretary  of  the  Nary." 

And  also,  by  virtue  of  the  orders  contained  in  the  letters  and  communicatioM 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Na 
the  words  and  Hgures  following  : 

"Natv  Dbparthbnt,  May  21, 1863. 
"  8lB  :   Enclosed  herewith  ia  a  precept  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  yon 
ore  appointed  president,  and  which  will  convene  at  the  marine  barracks  ai 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  June  next,  or  as  soon  thrn>- 
after  as  practicable. 

"1  am,  respectfully,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

"GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Naey. 
"Bear- Admiral  F.  H.  Gregory, 

"  United  StaU»  Naey,  New  York." 

"Navy  Dbparthbnt,  May  30,  1S63. 
"  SlR!  E.  M.  Stoughton,  esq.,  being  unable  to  act  as  judge  advocate  of  the 
naval  conrt  of  inquiry  ordered  to  convene  at  Brooklyn  on  the   Ist  proximo. 
Edward  Pierrepont,  esq.,  has  been  appointed  judge  advocate,  in  his  stead. 
"  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obeaient  servant, 

"GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
'■  Bear- Admiral  F.  H.  Greoory, 

"  United  Statet  Navy,  New  York." 

"  Jdnb  2,  1S63. 
"Judge  Pierrepont  having  declined  to  actoi  judge  advocate,  the  court  are  de- 
aired  to  select  one. 

"GIDEON  WELLES. 

"  Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
"  Bear- Admiral  F.  H.  Gbbuoby, 

"  United  Statet  Hotel"         DirisdiyLiOOQlc 


of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  are  hereunto  appended, 

iB  to" 
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And  al»o  by  Tirtne  of  orders  appointing  Hiram  L.  Sleeper,  esq.,  an  judge,  ad- 
Tocate,  wliidi  are  herenoto  appended,  and  in  wordi!  and  figures  ae  follows ; 
"Umtri>  States  Marine  Barracks, 

'■  Brmklyn,  Xew  Ymk,  June  4,  1863. 
"  Sim  :  By  order  of  a  precept  of  the  honomble  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
dated  hi  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  Sutta  the  2lHt  day  of  May,  1863, 
appointing  Rear- Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  president,  Rear-  \dmiral  Silaa  H. 
Stringham  and  Commodure  Wm.  U.  Nicholson  members,  and  Kdwin  M.  Stougb- 
ton  judge  advocate  of  ii  naval  court  of  inquiry,  and  by  virtue  of  a  communica- 
tion directed  to  Bear-Admiral  Francis  H.  Oregory,  prei<ident  of  inid  court,  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  June  2,  1863,  you  are  hereby  appointed  judge 
advocate  of  the  naval  court  of  inquiry  convened  by  virtue  of  said  precept. 
SLoold  yoD  accept  the  appointment  you  will  report  without  delay  to  the  preai* 
dent  of  the  court. 

"  Very  resptctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"F.  H.  GREGOEY, 

"  Rear-Admiral,  Preiittent. 
"Hiram  L.  Slekpkr.  Esq.,  New  York." 


"Navv  DEPAllTMlS,"«'r,  June  i.  1863, 
•■  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  jndge  advocate  of  a  naval  court  uf  inquiry, 
which  is  now  in  session  at  yio  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  of  whicb 
Benr^ Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  is  presidpnt. 

"  1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"GIDEON  WELLES, 

"  SecTtlary  i^  the  Navy. 
"  Hiram  L.  Slbeprr,  Esq.,  Neio  York." 


United  States  Marine  Barracks, 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  Friday,  June  5,  1863. 

The  court  conveocd  in  nnrsuance  of  the  foregoing  precept  and  orders : 

Present,  Rear-Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory,  pi-esident. 

Members,  Rear-Admiral  Silas  H.  Stringham,  Oommodore  Wm.  G.  Nicholson  ; 
Hiram  Sleeper,  judge  advocate.         . 

Present,  also,  Alban  C.  SUmers,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  the  accused. 

The  precept  and  orders  hereinbefore  act  forth  were  produced  and  read  by  the 
jadge  advocate  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers. 

The  judge  advocate  then  asked  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  if  he  had  any  excep- 
tion or  cau:<e  of  challenge  to  make  against  any  member  of  the  court  named  in 
the  foregoing  precept,  to  which  be  replied  that  he  had  not. 

Thereupon  the  jndge  advocate  administered  to  tJie  members  of  the  court,  and 
each  of  tbem,  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  the  oath  required  by 
the  2-'>th  article  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  July  17,  1S63 ;  and  the 
president  of  the  court  administered  to  die  judge  advocate  the  oath  prescnbed  by 
the  statute  aforesaid. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  here  reaaested  that  the  court  would  allow  him  the 
privilege  of  counsel,  and  named  Edwin  M.  Stongbton  and  Charles  H.  Glover, 
efqnires,  as  such  connsel.  The  court  thereupon  granted  the  request,  and  Edwin 
U.  Stougbton  and  Chorlea  H.  Glover,  esquires,  appeared  as  conosel  for  ChieT 
Engineer  Stimers. 
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The  court  now  being  organized,  tlin  jail^e  adTocate  read  the  charges  uni 
spec! fi cat ionx  of  charges  in  the  presence  of  iJte  accimed.  hemunto  appendtd.  of 
which  the  follnwing  h  a  copy: 

Ciarget  and  tpccificati'mt  of  charger  preferred  by  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F. 
DuPont,  commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  againtt  Chief 
Engineer  Alban  C.  Stimert,  of  the  United  State*  Navy. 

Chabob  First;  Falaeh-wd. 

Speeijieation. — In  this:  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of 
April,  cigliteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  StatcR  nary,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago, 
by  the  authority  and  direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Sarouct  F.  DuPont,  commanding 
the  Sonth  Atlantic  blockading  squadron— the  said  Arago  being  on  her  pasu^ 
from  Port  Itoyal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  via  Cbarlestou  hu — did. 
at  the  table  of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  said  steamer  and  other 
persons,  a  number  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  prei>s.  and  si 
flirers  other  times  during  the  pasnage  of  the  said  steamer,  fubcly  as:<ert,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  untrue,  that  he  va^  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commanded'  rif 
the  tron-clad  vessels  engaj^cd  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in 
.  ChaTleat,on  harbor  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  Biity- 
three,  that  the  attack  of  that  day  ouglit  to  have  been  renewed  ;  and  that  they 
did  further  etate  to  him  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were  in  lit  condition  to 
renew  it ;  and  the  said  Alban  0.  Stimer?  did  further  faUely  assert,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  nntrue,  that  several  of  the  commanders 'of  the  said  iron-clod  vessel* 
bad  said  to  him,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  they,  the  said  comman'lers, 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid.  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement."  or  word.* 
to  that  effect. 

CHARng  •SBco^D  :  Conduct  imbecoming  an  officer  of  the  navy. 

ftpeeifieation. — In  this :  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April. 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  the  ?aid  Alban  G.  Stimori'.  a  chief  enginivr 
in  the  United  rttatec  nitvy.  \>r\nz  iheii  "n  board  the  steamihip  Arago,  by  ihr 
anthcrity  and  direction  of  Itear-Adniiral  Samuel  P.  DuPont,  enmuianding  South 
Atlantic  blockading  sijuadron — the  said  Arago  being  on  the  jMi'Hage  from  Fori 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  ria  Chnrlei<ton  bar— did.  at  the  table 
of  said  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  the  ^aid  steamer  and  other  per- 
sons, a  number  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  presd,  and  at  divers 
other  times  during  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer  with  the  intent  to  (lispangf 
and  injure  the  professional  reputation  of  his  superior  officer,  Rear-Admiral 
Samuel  F.  DuPont,  criticiee  and  condemn,  in  terms  nnbecoming  the  circumstHoew 
and  his  position  as  sn  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professional  conduct  of  ))ii>  snpp~ 
rior  officer,  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  in  the  attack  upnn  the  fort*  Mid 
batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  eightii'ii  hundred  sad 
sixty-three,  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowingly  make  fal^e  stntemenlH. 
using,  among  other  improper  and  unfounded  expreRSinns.  words  in  ••nlh'tance  u 
follows :  "  That  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednet^day,  tb« 
eightli  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  after  they  had  under 
gone  some  slight  repairs,  \tt  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  t<i  commence  it 
the  day  before  ;  that  they  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  gima.  tnrpedoe* 
Mid  obstrnctione.  and  that  Rear- .Admiral  DnPont  was  too  mucb  prejudierd 
■gainst  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  tri^." 

a.  F.  DUPONT. 
Rear'Admiral,  ComtnamUng  S.  A.  B.  Sfuadrmt. 
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The  jndge  advocato  tben  asked  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  if  he  was  ready  to 
proceed,  to  which  he  replied  he  was. 

The  judge  advocate  tDen  called  as  a  witness  on  the  behalf  of  the  government. 
Captain  Henry  A.  GadfldeQ,  who  being  duly  Bwom,  testified  as  follows : 

Qoeetion.  What  i«  your  name;  and  what  is  your  profession  or  occupation  1 
Answer.  My  name  if<  Henry  A.  Gadaden.  and  I  am  commander  of  tlio  eteam- 
thip  Arago. 

Question.  Were  yon  in  command  of  the  said  steamship  Aiagn  the  whole  time 
between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April,  1863  T  If  yea,  where  was  the 
Ango  daring  that  time,  and  on  what  service  engaged? 

Answer.  I  was  in  command  of  the  Arago  during  the  whole  time  inquired  of 
Id  the  qaestion,  and  nhe  was  then  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal  to 
Kew  York.  She  came  by  the  way  of  Slono  inlet  and  nia  Charleston  hax  and 
Portreee  Monroe. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  C.  Stimera,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  now  present  I     If  yea.  how  long  have  yon  known  him  1 

Answer.  I  do  know  Hr.  Stimers,  and  have  known  him  since  about  the  10th 
of  April,  1863. 

Qaestion.  Was  or  was  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  a  passenger  on  board  tbe 
Arsgo  during  her  voyage  from  Port  Itoynl,  South  Carolina,  in  the  month  of 
April  last,  to  New  York  1  If  yea,  whtm  and  where  did  he  join  tlie  Arago,  and 
^  whoM!  orders  and  authority? 

Answer.  He  was  a  passenger,  and  joined  the  ship  off  Charleston  bar  about 
the  eleventh  day  of  April  last;  by  whose  order  or  authority  I  do  not  know. 
Hr  left  the  Arago  at  New  York,  abont  the  14th  of  April  last. 

Question.  Daring  the  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was  a  passenger  on  board 
die  Arago,  at  tliB  time  you  have  referred  to  in  your  last  answer,  did  yon  have 
any  conversation  with  the  said  Stimers  relative  to  the  attack  made  by  the 
UnitM  Statics  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  of  Charleston  harbor,  oq 
tbi;  7th  day  of  April  last  ?  If  yea,  ynu  will  plrune  state  such  conversation  as 
nearly  as  you  can  recollect. 

Answer.  1  saw  hat  very  little  of  Mr.  Stinnrrs  on  the  passage,  and  only 
"^|[«;t  one  conversation  of  a  few  moments'  duration  that  I  had  with  him.  I 
think  ihat  one  was  all;  and  it  being  so  long  ago,  I  cannot  pretend  'to  give 
the  words  of  Mr.  Stimers.  I  can  only  give  the  subetairce  of  the  conversation, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Monitors  had  not  received  any  sitlous  damage 
in  their  attack  on  the  fort^ — none  but  what  could  be  repaired  in  a  very  few  hours, 
and  that  after  these  repain>  were  finished  they  wonld  be  in  as  good  condition  to 
ngage  the  forts  again  as  they  were  when  they  went  into  the  engagement  first 
•n  the  7th  of  April  last;  that  he  considered  the  trial  they  had  had  was  not 
saScicnt  to  condemn  them,  or  that  they  should  not  be  condemned  for  what 
Ihey  had  failed  to  perform,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at 
tfce  time  last  referred  to,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du- 
Poot,  of  the  United  States  navy,  during  the  attack  aforesaid,  or  did  Chief  £n- 
^Deer  Stimers  at  any  time  during  the  passage  on  the  Arago  make  any  t«marks 
Co  you  or  in  your  prexence  respecting  tlear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont,  or  the  part 
)w  had  taken  in  the  said  attack  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  am  aware  of.  He  only  did  in  general  terms;  he  did 
not  individualize  any  officers.  Of  course  I  took  it  to  be  disparaging  to  Rear- 
Admiml  DnPont  when  ho  said  tlie  Monitors  had  not  had  a  fair  trial,  be- 
fuse  I  thought  at  the  time  that  it  was  Bear-Admiral  DuFont's  duty  to  give 
them  a  fair  trial. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  in  the  course  of  his  coti- 
vprsation,  eay  to  yon,  in  substance,  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  conditi^^^' 
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on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  Aaj  of  April  last,  after  they  h&d  nndei^one  Mine 
Blight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  were  to  commence  it  tlie  day  befotet 
If  he  did  make  such  remark,  what  did  you  reply  to  iti 

Answer.  In  substance  he  did  make  sitcU  remark,  but  as  to  my  reply  1  cannot 
now  Bay. 

Qneetion.  Have  you  at  any  time  had  any  conversation  with  Chief  £ngiiieei 
Stiraers  respecting  the  nature  of  the  injuries  euatained  by  the  Hauitors  in  the 
attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston,  ou  the  7th  day  of  April  laatl  If  yea,  9UU 
what  Buch  conversation  waB,  and  when  nnd  where  it  occurred. 

AiiBwer.  I  only  recollect  that  on  the  deck  of  the  Arago  I  asked  him  if  tlu 
Nahant  had  not  received  very  acriouB  damage,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  the 
bolts  were  sticking  out  of  the  turret,  so  that  a  person  could  climb  to  the  tup  of 
the  turret  on  them.  He  replied  that  that  was  no  injury  to  her,  aa  she  bad  been 
bolted  too  much,  or  had  had  too  many  holts  put  into  her,  or  words  to  tb^t  effect; 
that  was  in  the  Bame  conversation  that  I  have  firBt  tcferred  to. 

QueBtios.  Hob  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at  any  time  remarked  to  jod. 
or  in  your  preaence)  that  the  Monitors  could  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guni, 
toripedoes,  and  obstructions!     If  yea,  when  and  where  did  he  make  such  remvkl 

Answer.  That  remark  was  made  by  him,  and  in  the  same  conversation ;  bnt 
I  am  not  so  positive  but  that  he  added,  if  the  denh  or  hoot-jack*  were  attached 
to  them,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Question.  Has  or  not  Chief  Kngiueer  Stimers  at  any  time  remarked  to  joo. 
or  in  your  presence,  that  Kear-Admiral  DuPont  was  prejudiced  against  the 
UonJtors  too  much  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  or  words  to  that  eScctr 
If  yea,  when  and  where  did  he  moke  ench  remark? 

Answer.  He  only  spoke  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  a  geoerol  way,  not  in- 
dividualizing any  one,  aB  being  prejudiced  against  the  Uouitors.  This  occnntd 
in  the  same  conversation  referred  to  previously. 

QneBtioii.  Daiiug  the  coversation  to  which  you  have  referred,  did  Chii^ 
Engineer  Stimers  say  anything  about  being  identified  with  the  Honitorsl  If 
yea,  vhat  did  he  say  on  that  subject! 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  objected  to  the  question,  because  it 
ie  not  relevant  to  any  matter  contained  in  any  of  the  chorea  or  apecificatiinu' 
before  the  court. 

The'conrt  was  thereupon  cleared  for  deliberation  and  consultation,  decidu) 
the  question  was  proper,  and  the  witnees  should  be  allowed  to  answer  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  remark  of  his  on  that  point. 

Quealion.  Haa  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  at  any  time  said  to  you  that,  aftrr 
the  attack  on  the  forta  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  the  eommanden 
of  the  iron-clads  engaged  iu  the  attack  were  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagemenU" 
or  that  he  had  been  told  so  by  one  or  more  of  the  said  commanders,  or  words  u 
that  effect! 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect.  I  recollect  distinctly  of  that  having  bet-n  said. 
bnt  whether  by  Mr.  Stimers  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Have  you  related  all  that  you  can  rec«ll  of  the  conversation  whid 
took  place  between  yourself  and  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  respecting  the  attad 
on  the  forts  at  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  or  all  that  he  said  in 
your  hearing  respecting  the  said  attack,  or  respecting  the  conduct  of  ll«v- 
Admiral  DuPont  ?  If  nay,  state  anything  further  that  yon  can  recall,  in  regard 
to  either  of  those  matters. 

Answer.  I  have  stated  all  that  I  recollect. 

The  judge  advocate  said  that  he  had  no  further  questions  to  aak  the  witucM. 
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Crott-examined  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimert. 

QiieBtion  hj  Chief  Engineer  Stiraere.  Yon  have  etnted  that  I  told  you  that 
tbc  Monitore  vere  na  well  able  to  renew  the  figlit,  after  some  slight  repairs  upoa 
ibcm,  as  ihey  had  been  to  commeDce  it.  Did  I  state  that  as  an  established, 
generally  acknowledged  fact,  or  ae  my  individual  opinion? 

Answer.  He  did  not  state  which,  but  I  received  it  na  his  opinion.  It  gave 
mc  thai  iaipretiBinn.  I  think  it  waa  his  individual  opinion,  for  I  think  he 
cnnpled  it  with  saying  that  he  had  examined  them.  I  will  not  he  positive  as 
to  Ihat  point. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  What  was  the  tune  and  manner  of  Ur. 
Stimcra  in  the  conversation  as  to  which  you  have  testified  ! 

Answer.  It  was  that  of  a  gentleman  speaking  of  a  public  act  in  a  very  gene- 

The  counsel  for  Chief  En^neer  Stimcrs  aaid  he  bad  no  further  question  to 
uL  the  witness. 

Qocstion  by  the  court  Did  you  understand  or  believe  that  Mr.  Stimcrs  in- 
tended porpOBcly  to  cast  any  reflections  or  reproach  upon  the  conduct  and  man- 
agtmcnc  of  Hear- Admiral  DuPont  in  the  itmarks  occnfionally  made  in  con- 
veRBtion  by  him,  while  on  board  the  Arago.  relating  to  the  attack  on  Charles- 
Ion,  or  were  tbcy  only  incidental  expressions  of  his  opinions  without  any  sinia- 
ter  design  I 

Answer.  I  did  not  discover  any  ainistcr  design.  I  took  them  as  his  own  in- 
diridaal  opinions,  whatever  expressions  he  made  use  of.  I  did  not  take  it  as 
wflecling  upon  the  conduct  of  Admiral  DuPont. 

The  court  had  no  further  queslions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Direc  exathination  returned  by  the  judge  adnocate. 

Question.  Did  Chief  Eogineer  Stimera  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  why 
tbe  Monitors  did  not  renew  the  attack  on  the  8th  of  April  lastT 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  why. 

Question.  Did  he  not  say  that  Admiral  DuPont  had  given  an  order  not  to 
renew  the  attack  1 

Answer.  I  think  he  did — I  will  not  be  poaitive — for  I  had  understood  so 
fiom  many. 

Qnestion.  Did  not  Cliief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  Rear-AdmiraJ  DuPont 
had  given  the  order  not  to  renew  the  Httack  without  consultation,  or  that  he  had 
been  tohl  so  by  one  of  the  commanders  engaged  In  the  attack,  or  words  to  that 
efectT 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that ;  I  was  told  that,  but  whether  by  Mr.  Stimcrs 
or  not  I  cannot  recollect ;  I  converaed  with  so  many  on  the  subject. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions  to  put  to  the  witness,  and 
neither  the  counsel  for  Chief  Rugineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any  further 
questions,  the  witness  wat<  dii<chargod  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

Frederick  Oreaategien  was  then  called  as  a  witness  by  the  judge  advocate 
who,  being  sworn  and  examined,  testified  as  follows: 

Question.  What  is  ynur  name,  and  what  is  your  occupation ! 

Answer.  My  name  is  Frederick  Greautegien;  and  I  am  purser  on  board  the 
steamer  Arago. 

Qocstion.  Were  you  attached  to  the  steamer  Arago  during  t^ie  whole  time 
between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  daya  of  April  last,  and  on  board  of  her? 

Answer.  I  was  attached  to  her,  and  was  on  buard  of  her. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Alhan  C.  Stimers,  of  the  ^^^l^ 
"'  '  ■     •'  jj^j^  long  have  yon  known  him  1  O 
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Aneirer.  I  do  know  him;  I  becamo  acquainted  with  him  when  he  came  on 
bonrd  the  Arago  as  a  pn^scnger,  shortly  after  the  attack  on  the  forta  at  CharleBtonl 

Question.  Did  you  liave  any  conversation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimcrs  while 
he  was  a  pasaenget  on  board  the  Arago,  or  did  he  in  your  prosence  mikc  any 
remarks  rcapecling  the  attack  on  the  fort*  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  laat? 
If  yea,  please  state  the  BubHtance  of  any  convcniHtioD  which  you  then  hadwilb 
him,  or  of  any  remarks  that  lie  made  in  your  iireflwitf,  and  when  and  where 
8uch  conversation  occurred. 

Answer.  Mr,  Stimcr?  made  pome  remarks  at  the  dinner  tabic,  of  which  Iliave 
rather  an  indistinct  recollection.  He  ppoke  of  thi-  affair  at  Charleston  and  ths 
Monilors.  The  enb^tance  of  the  converaation  wat^,  that  he  regretted  tliat  tbe 
attack  was  not  to  he  renewed,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  Monitors,  after  some  rcpain, 
might  again  be  efficient.  Mr.  Stimera  thought  there  was  some  prejudice  existing 
in  the  navy  against  the  Monitors.  He  furthermore  said  that  Admiral  DuI'ddi 
had  at  first  intended  to  renew  the  attacU.  but  after  receiving  the  reports  of  tbe 
commandera  of  tlie  different  Monitors  hod  concluded  iitit  to  renew  it.  He  apiik« 
of  Admiral  Dul'ont  only  in  admiring  ti^nus^ — !>poke  of  him  aind  the  navy  offictn 
as  being  very  brave,  but  rather  prejudiced,  as  I  said  before,  against  the  Mouitnn. 
I  did  not  hear  him  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commaudere 
of  the  iron-clad  veseels  engaged  in  the  attack  that  the  attack  "ought  to  he 
renewed.  There  were  three  eiigini-ere  at  the  tabli',  :>nd  he  spoke  of  the  nitatk 
in  ft  profesaional  way,  and  my  duties  fre(|ucnlly  calling  me  away  from  the  dinner 
table  I  only  heard  fragmcntH  of  tlie  conversation.  I  have  no  distinct  recolleiiinn 
of  any  thing  more. 

Question,  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stiniers,  while  on  board  the  Arago,  ^ti 
any  time  say  in  your  preaence  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  'in 
Wedneaday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  aligbl 
repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  iit>  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  befon^  ot 
words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  I  liavc  not  heard  him  say  so.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  the  officers 
in  the  navy,  generally,  were  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  but  he  did  not 
include  or  exclude  Rear- Admiral  Dnl'ont.  1  only  heard  him  personally  spi  ak 
of  Rear- Admiral  DuPonl  in  the  highest  terma.  1  really  could  not  speak  of  auy- 
thing  clearly  beyond  what  1  have  slated. 

Question.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  while  a  paa?enger  on  hoard  the  Arago, 
apeak  of  being  identified  witlr  the  Monitors;  if  yea,  in  what  manner? 

Answer.  Ihcard  Jtlt.  Slimera  say  that  being  identified  with  the  S[oniiors,and 
convinced  of  their  efficiency,  he  would  defend  them  whenever  attacked ;  thai  b« 
did  not  seek  any  newspaper  publicity,  but  would  defend  himself  if  attacked. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  had  been  said  by  any  person  to  call  forth  thr 
remark  of  Mr.  Stimcrs  which  yoa  have  related  in  your  last  an!<wcr  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect;  1  was  repeatedly  called  away  from  the  tablf 
on  basinesa. 

Qucttion.  Who  was  present  at  tiie  table  where  this  coiivers.ition  of  Mr.  Stimej:i 
occurred  ? 

Answer.  Chief  Engineer  Hughes,  Doctor  Fernandez,  and  myself,  all  thiw 
officers  of  the  Arago;  Mr.  Colwell,  5lr.  Ed.  Moss,  two  gentlemen  of  the  navy, 
one  named  Poor;  the  name  of  the  other  officer  of  the  navy  I  forget.  Mr.  Stimen 
and  Mrs.  Stimcrs,  and  two  ladies  besides,  I  believe.  The  conversation  rtt 
generally  in  an  undertone,  and  confined  to  the  three  engineers  and  the  officen 
of  the  ship.  There  were  several  other  tables  in  the  same  room,  all  standing  in 
two  lines  the  whole  length  of  the  room. 

The  judge  adv<jcate  said  he  bad  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  wituei>s.  aad 
neither  the  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  nor  the  court  having  any  qura- 
tioaa  to  ask.  the  witness  was  discharged  aftec  his  teelimoiir  Jiad  been  raad  to 
him.  l_iOl.n^lc 
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The  court  therenpnn  ndjonmed  to  iiii^Pt  <iii  SaHirday.  tlin  Cth  Any  of  June 
iDBtaot,  at  10  o'clock. 

U.  S.  Harim!  Barracks,  Brookly\.  New  York, 

Sa/urdai/,  Junr  6,  18G3. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present;  All  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate;  al»o  present.  Chief  Engineer  Slimera  and  kia 
eonnsel. 
The  proceedings  of  yenterday  were  read  and  npproved  correct. 
The  court  having  waited  in  sei^sion  nntil  1 1  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  the  vritnesseB 
who  hnd  been  Bummoned  not  being  in  attendance,  and  there  hiding  no  I'lirther 
bminc^H,  the  court  adjourned  to  mpet  on  Monday,  the  8th  instant,  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

V.  S.  Marine  Barracks,  BRnoKi.Y\,  New  York, 

Monday.  June  8,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  Saturday.     Present:  All  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate.     The  judge  advocate  tlien  read  a  li'tter  from 
the  accused,  of  which  tlic  following  is  a  copy : 

"Gbmebau  1  .■vspbctdb's  Office  Ibon-clar  Stbimerh. 

"  256  Canal  Streti.  New  York,  Jam-  8,  1SC3. 
"Admibai,  :   I   would  respectflilly  state  to  the  court  that  1  am  too  ill  this 
morning  to  attend.     1  am  perfectly  wJlIiDg,  however,  that  it  should  proceed 
vithimt  me  if  my  counsel  is  in  attendance. 

"  I  am,  very  reppectfully,  your  obedient  servanl, 

"ALBAN  0.  STIMERS, 
■'  Chkf  Ei,gine.v,   Ihitcd  Slata  Navy. 
"V.  H.   Gbeookv,  Rear-Admiral  U.  S.  Navi/, 

"  Praident  of  Court  of  Inqairi/,  Marine  Barracks,  BrooMyn,  N.   Y." 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  tlio  9th  day  of  June  iostant, 
At  n  o'clock  a.  m. 

U.  S.  Marine  Barracks,  Briiuki.yn,  New  York, 

Taeiday,  June  9,  1863. 

The  court  met  pureuaut  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  All  the 
members  aud  the  judge  advocate;  also  present,  the  accused  and  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  by  the  judge  advocate  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Joseph  Colwell,  who,  being  sworn 
aod  examined,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profea- 
noa  or  occnoation? 

Answer.  My  name  is  Joseph  Colwell,  and  my  present  occupation  an  iron 
founder  in  New  York  city. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  not  a  paastinger  on  board  the 
steamship  Arago  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina, 
in  the  month  of  April  lastt  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you  join  the  ship  and 
where  did  yon  leave  herl 

Answer.  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  of  that  ship  during  her  homeward  puH- 
•age,  and  joined  her  at  Port  Royal  on  or  about  the  eleventh  day  of  April  lust, 
>n.l  touched  at  Fortress  Monroe ;   I  left  the  ship  on  her  airivnl  nt  New  York. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Alban  C.  Slimers,  a  chief 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navy  1  If  yea,  how  long  have  yon  known  him, 
■nd  was  he  a  pasaenger  on  boai  d  the  steamship  Arago  at  the  time  you  have  last 
referred  to-t  '^8    " 
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Anitwer.  I  do  know  hiin,  itad  have  known  him  about  one  yeitr.  He  wu  ■ 
pnBsenger  at  the  time  rtfei-red  to. 

Question  by  tite  judge  advocate.  During  the  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimere  wu 
a  paasenger  on  board  theBteamship  Aragoat  the  time  to  which  you  have  referred, 
did  you  have  any  convcrention  with  the  said  Stimere  relative  to  the  attack  madt 
by  the  United  States  iittval  fori^ee  on  the  fortH  and  batteries  at  Gharleaton  haibor 
on  the  seventh  of  April  la*t  t  If  yea,  pleai^c  wtatf  the  substance  of  fiuch  conver- 
aatton  ait  nearly  aa  you  can. 

Auswer.  We  were  all  on  board  talking  with  Mr.  l^^timera  tuid  others  in  regard 
to  the  figbt.  I  recollect  asking  him  about  the  fight,  and  how  the  Monitors  swwd 
the  fire  of  the  batteries*.  Hie  reply  wuc,  in  aubBtance,  that  they  wen'  in  the 
fight,  and  were  hit  very  often,  and  were  but  very  little  damaged ;  and  that  h* 
sent  hie  men  aboard,  and  in  five  honrs  after  faii<  men  had  them  in  good  condition: 
and  that  after  the  repairs  they  were  ready  for  the  fight  again. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  while  Chief  Engint*! 
Stimers  wne  a  paeecnger  on  board  the  Arngo,  at  the  time  hereinbeibre  refi/rretl 
to,  hear  him  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  tlie  attack  made  on  the 
forts  at  Charleston,  or  whether  the  iron-clade  had  had  a  fair  trial  in  that  figfati 

Answer.  1  heard  him  remark  that  he  su|ipoeed  they  were  going  in  again  ihr 
next  day  after  they  were  repaired ;  and  I  think  the  purport  of  hie  words  wetr. 
that  there  wna  no  doubt  of  tneir  being  able  to  reduce  the  forte,  if  they  had  gone 
in  aUer  they  had  been  repaired. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  liear  Mr.  Stimers  nj 
what  he  had  been  told  hy  one  or  more  of  the  commandere  of  the  iron-clads  en- 
gaged in  the  attack  of  the  7tli  of  April  last  at  Oharleston  7  If  yea.  etate  whal 
he  then  said  on  that  subject. 

Answer  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  words  of  Mr.  Stimers  on  that  subject,  bat 
I  think  lie  xaid  something  in  regard  to  some  of  the  captains  of  the  iron-clad 
vessels;  1  think  be  snid  some  of  them  were  against  the  iron-clads. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  or  not,  during  the  passage  afore- 
said, hear  Mr,  Stimers  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  iron-cUd 
commandere  that  tlie  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or 
words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  beard  him  aay  so;  hot  1  think  he  said  they  sap* 
ponwl  ibey  weri'  going  to  renew  the  engagement;  but  I  could  not  say  tbath' 
said  that  any  of  the  commanders  told  him  eo.  I  heard  him  say  that  he  bad 
supposed  that  rertainly  the  iron-clada  were  going  to  renew  the  fight,  until  aAer 
the  melting  or  consultation  of  commanders  after  the  engagement;  but  I  canoot 
say  that  he  eaid  he  had  been  told  so  by  any  one  of  the  commanders. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  r>r  not  Mr.  Slimerji  say  to  yon,  ot  in 
your  presence,  that  several  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clads  had  s«id 
to  him,  or  in  his  presence,  anything  respecting  the  said  commaiidprs  being  "hoi 
for  renewing  the  engagement"!  If  yea,  please  state  what  he  then  said  on  tbn 
point. 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  he  ever  made  any  remark  to  me  in  that  way;  bol 
ho  may  have  eaid,  and  I  think  he  did,  that  some  of  the  captaine  expected  to  pi 
into  the  fight  the  next  day.  I  luokitthat  he  might  have  been  taking  with  som« 
of  the  commanders  on  that  eubject,  but  he  did  not  say  so. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  passage  aforeeaid  did  Mr. 
Stimers  relate  to  you  anything  that  he  had  been  told  by  any  of  the  commander* 
of  the  iron-clad  vrseels  relative  to  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  iht 
7th  of  April  last?      If  yea,  state  what  he  then  told  you. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  be  told  me  anything  that  the  commuder! 
had  told  him.     I  do  not  recollect  that  he  mentioned  them. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Mr.  Stimers,  daring  the  paaaage  al'orc- 
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DEiid,  s.iy  anjtliing  to  you  relative  to  the  condition  of  th«  Monitora  tr>  renew  the 
attack  1     If  yea,  what  did  he  Bay  I 

Answer.  He  talked  on  that  subject  I  oakinl  him  what  the  damages  were, 
and  then  ho  commenced  explaining.  He  eaid  that  one  of  the  gun-slidea  waa 
lomewhHt  bent  from  a  ghnt  received  on  the  outside  of  the  turret;  that  the  turret- 
ring;  had,  from  a  ehol,  jammed  np  against  the  turret  and  wedged  so  tight  as  to 
prevent  its  turning.  There  waa  another  ship — I  think  the  Nuhant — which  he 
Baid  had  aeveral  of  the  bolt-heads  broken  off. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Mr.  Stimersor  not  say  that  the  Monitors 
were  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had 
uDdei|;one  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  ns  they  had  been  to  com- 
mence it  the  "day  before."  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

AnawiT.  Ue  did  say  so. 

Qaeetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Ur.  Stimers  say, 
daring  the  passage  aforesaid,  respecting  the  ability  of  the  Monilors  to  go  into 
Cbarleston  t 

Answer.  He  said  they  were  able  to  withstand  the  guns  of  the  forts,  or  batter 
thrm  down ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  they  were  able  to  take  the  forts. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Mr.  Stimers  say  why  the  Moui- 
tora  did  not  take  the  forts  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  Tth  of  April  last  T 

Answer.  He  did  not  tell  me  why,  but  said  they  were  able  to  take  them.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  give  the  exact  words  of  Mr.  Stimers. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Mr.  Stimers,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  say  anything  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  respecting  the  trial  the 
Monitors  had  had  on  the  7th  day  of  April  last  1  If  yea,  what  did  he  say  on 
that  subject  ? 

Answer.  The  substance  of  his  remarks  was,  that  he  did  not  think  the  attack 
of  the  7th  of  April  was  a  fair  test  of  the  Monitors  ;  that  the  iniurics  they  had 
received  did  not  warrant  their  withdrawal;  if  the  attack  had  been  renewed 
agiin,  they  would  have  had  a  better  chance  to  show  what  they  were. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  relative  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  being 
prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  t     If  yea.  what  did  he  say  } 

Answer,  i  think  I  heard  him  say  that  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  was  prejudiced 
■gainst  the  Monitors,  or  that  he  thought  that  he  was.  Ue  did  not  say  to  what 
eiteot  Rear-Admiral  DnPont  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors.  It  was  a 
mere  casaal  remark. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  that  Bear-Adminu 
DuPont  was  loo  much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give 
thera  a  fair  trial,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Auswer.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  a  remark  of  that  kind. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  StimeTs. 
daring  the 'passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  respecting  the  professional  conduct 
of  R^-Admiral  DnPont  during  the  attack  of  the  7Ui  of  April  last,  or  re-pect- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  performed  bis  duties  during 
that  engagement  1 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  recollect  that  I  asked  him  on  what  vessel  Rear- 
Admiral  DnPont  was  during  the  engagement,  and  he  replied  on  board  the 
Ironsides. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  foresaid,  in  your  presence,  criticise  or  condemn  the  failure  of  Rear- 
Admiral  DuPont  to  renew  tlic  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  Inst  1  If  yea.  repeat 
his  language  as  nearly  as  you  can. 

Answer.  The  wb-jle  purport  of  it  was,  that  he  was  disappointed,  as  he  ex- 
pected that  they  wotild  renew  the  fight  again  the  next  day.     He  was  surorLsBd 
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that  tliej  did  not  renew  it,  and  was  aurpriaed  when  he  heard  \hej  bad  con- 
cluded to  withdraw.  He  paid  to  me,  dnrin;;  the  passage,  ihnt  he  had  b«en 
called  on  board  the  vesBel  on  which  Admiral  DuPoiit  was — I  prcBunie  the  fl»g- 
aliip^to  hold  b  conHultatinn  with  him.     This  was  at  the  dinner  tiihle,  snd  *e 


e  talkiog  of  ihe  fight.  Wis  were  all  asking  him  questions  reB[iectiiig  the 
fight,  at>  wc  were  all  anxious  to  know,  and  of  course  he  answered.  He  said 
that  he  had  eent  hie  men  on  hoard  the  voriouB  veasels  to  repair  them  very  early 
on  the  morning  after  the  fight,  and  then  he  went  on  bnard  the  admiral's  ehip, 
and  reported  to  him  that  the;  were  in  good  condition.  Of  coarse  there  wu  ■ 
goiid  deal  of  talking,  but  1  cannot  now  tell  what  was  said. 

Qncdtion  by  thn  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ait  at  the  same  table  with  Ur. 
Stimers  at  dinner  at  the  time  you  have  n-terred  to  in  your  last  aoswert 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  the  failure  to  renew  the  attack  of  the 
7th  of  April  last  the  subject  of  frequent  conversation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  S^m 
during  the  passage  aforesaid  1 

Aijswer.  It  was  not.  '  It  was  more  for  the  first  day  or  two.  After  that  the 
matter  cooled  off;  at  h-ast  I  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Have  you  at  any  time  been  engaged  b 
making  iron-elad  vessels,  or  did  you  huild  any  of  the  iroa-clads  which  wet* 
engaged  iu  the  attack  on  the  forbi  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on  the 
7th  of  April  last  ? 

Answer.  I  hnve  been  engaged  in  building  iron-elade,  and  one  of  them  was  in 
the  attack  at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April  last. 

The  judge  advocate  then  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witneM. 

CroM*- examined  by  the  aecuted. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  Will  you  pleaae  state  what  was  mj 
;^eiieral  tone  and  manner  when  speaking  of  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  and 
especially  when  itpcaking  of  Uear-Admiral  DuPont,  while  at  the  table  in  tie 
cabin  of  the  Arago,  and  at  uiher  times  and  places  during  the  passage  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  anything  but  a  respectful  demeanor  on  the  part  of 
Mr,  Stimors  toward  Admiral  DuPout.  I  never  saw  anything  that  looked  Uke 
slurring  him  m  any  w^  or  form. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  I  or  not  very  reserved  in  making 
any  remarks  concerning  the  fight  at  Charleston,  or  of  the  condition  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  were  or  were  not  such  remarks  made,  in  each  instance,  aa  repliei  U 
qU(-Btions  put  to  me  by  various  persona  1 

Answer.  He  was  very  reBer^■ed  about  it.  In  fact,  I  do  not  kjiow  aa  I  got 
any  remark  from  him  unless  in  reply  to  tome  qtieetiou. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  May  you  not  be  mistaken  in  yosr 
statement  that  you  heard,  or  think  you  heard,  me  say  that  Rear-Admirtl 
DuPont  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors?  And  if  you  still  think  yon  h(«id 
me  make  any  such  statement,  state  where,  in  particular,  such  remark  wu 
made,  and  iii  whose  presence. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  where  it  was  made,  and  neither  am  I  so  cvrtain  the 
remark  was  made,  but  I  think  it  was.  We  were  all  talking  at  the  time.  Thtn 
was  scarcely  a  man  on  board  the  Arago  who  woe  not  diacasatng  DnPonl'* 
management  of  the  battle,  and  tjiey  universally  condemned  his  action  in  not 
going  into  the  fight  again.  From  that  fact  I  might  have  got  the  impression  th»l 
Mr.  titimere  said  so,  while  wo  were  all  warm  and  were  all  talking  against  Da- 
Font's  management  of  the  battle,  and  some  one  else  might  have  said  it,  and  1 
thought  it  woB  Mr.  ^timers,  when  it  was  not ;  I  am  not  positive. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  had  no  further  qneetioas  to  ask  the 
witness.     The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  queetrans,  mi  the  conn 
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not  haring  any  to  ask,  the  witneBs  wue  diBcharged.  after  bia  teetimonj  had  beeu 
read  to  him 

T!ie  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  ou  Wednesday,  the  tentli  day  of  June 
iaetanc  at  eleven  o'clock  of  the  ftirenoon  of  tbat  day. 

V.  8.  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 

Wednesday,  JunelO,  1863. 

The  court  met  pareuaut  to  the  adjournment  of  ycaterday-  Present ;  All  the 
menbets  and  the  judge  advocate  ;  also  preeciit,  the  sccueed  and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  which  were  ap- 
proved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witnes?  Charles  C.  Fulton,  who,  being 
(wom  and  examined,  testified  as  follows ; 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
sion or  occDpatiun ) 

Answer.  My  name  is  Charles  C.  Fulton,  and  I  am  the  editor  aiid  proprietor 
of  Ibe  Baltimore  American. 

Question  by  thB  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  were  yon  not  a  passenger  on 
bwd  the  steamship  Arngo,  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  Royal,  South 
Ciroliof,  during  the  month  of  April  last  T  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you 
jain  that  ship,  aud  where  did  you  leave  her  ? 

Answer.  I  waa  n  passenger  on  board  the  Arago  on  her  homeward  passage 
during  the  month  of  April  last.  I  joined  her  at  Cbarleetou  bar,  and  left  her  at 
Fortrei^s  Monroe  j  1  joined  her  ou  tbc  eleventh  of  April  last. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  of 
the  L'[iited  States  navy  1  If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him,  and  was  he 
a  pas.^enger  on  board  the  Arago  at  the  time  you  have  referred  to  t 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  bim  since  the  fight  of  the  Monitor 
*i()]  the  Merrimack,  in  Harcb,  1862;  and  he  went  onboard  the  Arago  as  a 
psf^fjiiger  at  the  time  I  did,  and  I  left  him  on  board  when  I  left  the  ship. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  time  you  were  a  passenger  ou 
board  the  Arago,  as  you  have  said,  did  you  have  any  conversation  with 
Chief  Kngineer  Stimers  rei'pecting  the  failure  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  forts 
at  CharlcBtcD,  which  had  been  made  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the 
7lh  day  of  April  last  ?     If  yea,  relate  such  couversatinn. 

Answer.  1  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers,  both  during 
the  passage  aud  previously,  having  been  with  him  nearly  two  months,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  separate  the  conversations  which  were  before  we  went  on 
hunrd  the  vessel  and  afterwards ;  they  were  all,  however,  strictly  private  con- 
vcniations,  and  never  in  the  presence  of  a  third  party,  I  heard  Mr.  Stimers  aay 
tbst  ho  visited  all  the  Monitors  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth  of  April  last,  at 
the  request  of  Admiral  DuPont,  taking  with  him  workmen  to  repair  the  dam- 
ages, he  having  some  thirty  or  forty  mechanics  under  his  charge  for  that  purpose ; 
that  he  visited  all  the  vessels,  having  workmen  on  them  wherever  required, 
with  the  materials  for  repairing  ;  that,  having  done  so,  at  one  o'clock  on  that 
<lay  he  proceeded  to  the  fiag'ship  Ironsides,  and  reported  to  Admiral  DuPont 
that  ihe  vessels  were  all  in  a  condition  for  immediate  service ;  that  be  was  then 
lold  by  the  admiral  that  he  had  determined  not  to  renew  the  attack  ;  that  on 
lii.^  li'aving  the  various  vessels  they  were  all  anticipating  a  signal  to  prepare  to 
fci  under  way  at  one  o'clock  of  that  day  to  renew  the  fight ;  that  be  heard 
DntliJDg  of  an  intention  not  to  renew  the  fight  until  it  was  communicated  to  him 
by  .Vdmirol  DuPont ;  that,  though  he  had  no  direct  conversation  with  (he  com- 
nwiiiliTfl  of  the  Monitors,  there  was  every  indication  of  preparatioi)  on  their  part 
t<>  nnew  the  light;  tbat  on  bis  rctorn  from  the  Ironsides  to  the  Ericsson,  he 
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coromnnicated  the  fact  to  mmt  of  the  vessels  that  the  fight  was  nnt  to  be 
renewed,  which  created  grout  surpriac  among  the  junior  officers  of  those  vesseU. 
Ho  mnde  do  mention  of  the  opinion  of  any  of  the  coromandcrB  further  than  thai 
Gommnnder  Raymond  ITogcrs  had  told  him  that  the  admiral  had  determined  to 
renew  the  fight,  but  had  been  persuaded  not  to  renew  it  by  all  the  Monitor  cap- 
tains. I  heard  him  my  that  one  of  the  executiTe  officers,  hot  I  do  not  remember 
the  vessel  or  officer,  told  him  that  he  felt  persoually  disgraced  by  the  failure  to 
renew  the  fight,  and  lie  desired  to  he  relieved  from  the  squadron  as  soon  as  pos- 
Bible.  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  believed  Admiral  DuPont  would  have 
renewed  the  fight  if  he  had  not  been  infinenced  by  others.  These  conversa^otu 
were  strict'y  privalt',  and  have  always  been  so  regarded  by  me.  These  Btate- 
menta  have  never  been  published,  so  fat  as  I  know,  at  least  from  me. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  time  yon  were  a  passenger  on 
board  the  Arago,  at  the  time  to  which  you  have  referred,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  say  to  yon,  or  in  your  presence,  that  the  Monitors  wet«  in  as  good  con- 
dition on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone 
some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  fight,  as  they  had  been  to  comoiODce  it  thedsy 
heforoi  or  words  to  that  effectT 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  had  reported  them  to  the  admiral  before  one  o'clock 
on  the  8th  as  ready  for  immediate  aervice;  that  the  damages  had  alt  been  re- 
paired. I  do  uot  remember  that  he  aaid  that  they  were  in  as  good  condition  dd 
the  day  after  the  fight  as  they  were  when  the  attack  commenc^.  He,  howerer. 
considered  their  general  efficiency  as  unimpaired. 

Question  by  the  Judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  any- 
thing to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  respecting  the 
ability  of  the  Monitors  to  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  obstructions?  If  ye*, 
what  did  he  say  on  that  subject] 

Answer.  1  never  have  heard  him  say  that  he  believed  the  Monitors  conld  enter 
Charleston  harbor,  though  he  did  say  lo  me  that  the  attack  ou  Sumter  was  not 
an  earnest  one — I  mean  of  the  7th  of  April  last — and  the  Monitors  were  capable, 
in  his  opinion,  of  renewing  the  attack.  He  had  in  hia  charge  the  Ericsson  raAe 
and  torpedoes,  which  were  intended  to  remove  the  obatrnctions  in  Oharlestcn 
horhor,  and  had  great  faith  in  their  ability  to  remove  any  obstructions  inside  of 
Fort  Sumter.  He  frequently  told  me  that,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  rafts  had  been 
aaed,  the  Monitors  could  have  reached  the  city.  He  expressed  disappointment 
and  chagrin  at  the  unwiltingnesa  of  Admiral  DnPont  and  the  fleet  authorities  to 
examine  the  raila  and  torpedoes,  or  to  listen  to  him  when  he  attempted  to  ex- 
plain their  use.  He,  however,  never  expressed  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the 
Monitors,  without  the  aid  of  the  rafts,  to  succeed  in  entering  the  harbor  of 
Charleston. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any 
time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  to  you,  or  in  your  presenee. 
respecting  Admiral  DuPout  being  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  ?  If  yea,  what 
did  he  say  on  that  subject  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  eaiA  anything  to  me  about  Admiral  DuPont 
being  prejudiced ;  hut  he,  however,  intimated  to  me  that  there  was  prejudice  ex- 
isting on  the  part  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet.  Ho  frequently  said  hs 
thought  Admiral  DuPont  would  have  renewed  the  attack,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  influence  ou  him  of  those  who  were  prejudiced. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any 
'  time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  yon,  or  in  your  presence,  anything 
respecting  the  fairness  of  the  trial  which  the  Monitors  had  hod  in  the  attack  ot 
the  7th  of  April  last?     If  yea,  what  did  he  say  on  that  point? 

Answer.  All  that  be  said  to  me,  or  in  my  presence,  on  that  point,  ;,and  he 
never  conversed  with  mo  except  privately  in  relation  to  the  attack.)  was ,  th^i 
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he  had  reported  to  the  admirtfl  that  the  defeueive  powers  of  the  Monitore  were 
bat  ilightly  impaired,  aad  the  offensive  powers  animpaired. 

Quezon  b;  the  jadge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimen,  at  any  time 
daring  the  pa^eage  aforesAid,  Bay  to  yon  why  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April 
list  waa  not  renewed  I  , 

Answer.  Ue  told  me  that  Commuidcr  Raymond  Rogers  informed  him  that 
ibeconintandereof  all  the  iron-clade  vieited  the  admiral  on  the  night  of  the  7th 
of  April  last,  tit  whtcb  time  the  admiral  had  determined  to  renew  the  attack  at 
(me  o'cIi>ek  the  next  day ;  that  on  hearing  the  reports  of  the  commander?  of  the 
Monitors,  he  had  retired,  without  expressing  any  change  in  his  determination 
to  renew  the  fight  the  next  morning ;  that  on  rising  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
be  uinonnced  his  determination  not  to  renew  the  fight. 

Queation  by  the  Judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any  time 
daring  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  that  he  had  been 
told,  by  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  irou'clad  vessels  engaged  in  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were  in  fit  coadU 
linn  to  renew  it,  and  that  the  attack  of  tliat  day  onght  to  have  been  renewed,  or 
words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  sud  that  the  commandera,  or  any  of  them,  ex- 
preised  any  opinion  to  him  on  the  subject  after  the  decision  of  the  admiral  was 
made  known;  that  previous  to  that  he  visited  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  vessels, 
and  heard  no  opposition  to  i'.s  renewal  from  any  of  the  commanders.  He  said 
the  men  and  petty  officers  were  all  anxious  to  renew  the  fight,  so  fat  as  he 
obttrved.     He  said  the  commanders  were  silent  on  the  subject  to  him. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Citimers,  at  any  time 
during  the  paitsage  aforesaid,  in  your  {iresence.  criticise  or  condemn  the  conduct 
of  Rear  Admiral  DuPont  in  failing  to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last 
00  the  frirts  of  Charleston  ?     Ir  yea,  repeat  what  he  tlien  said. 

Ansirer.  1  do  not  think  on  board  the  Arago  we  had  had  any  farther  conver- 
satiou  whicli  would  have  a  bearing  on  the  question  foilher  than  that  I  have 
already  given.  It  woa  his  opinion  the  Monitors  were  capable  of  much  heavier 
work  than  they  bad  performed. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  any  lime 
daring  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  that  the  attack  of 
the  7th  of  April  ixst  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  wordit  to  that  effect] 

Answer.  Ue  said  to  me,  if  Admiral  G-regory  had  been  there,  be  thought  the 
fight  would  not  have  stopped  on  the  first  day.  He  did  not  directly  criticise  the 
conduct  of  Admiral  DuPout,  but  regarded  others  as  influencing  him  against  his 
own  better  judgment. 

Qneaiion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  there  any  other  correspondents  of  the 
public  press  who  were  passengers  on  board  the  Arago,  at  the  time  yon  have 
n:f«ned  to,  except  yourself!     If  yea,  please  name  such  persons. 

Answer.  There  were  eight  or  ten  members  who  were  passengers  on  board  the 
Arago,  but  none  of  them  were  present  at  the  conversations  between  Mr.  Stimers 
and  myself.  Une  was  Mr.  Coffin,  of  the  Boston  Journal ;  Mr.  Winder,  of  the 
Kew  York  Times.     I  do  not  recollect  the  aames  of  any  others. 

I'he  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

Crott-examined  by  the  arcmied. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  I  or  not  reserved  in  my  tone  and 
nuiniier  when  speaking  of  the  attack  upon  Charleston,  or  of  the  conduct  and 
rhamcter  of  Admiral  DuPoot.  when  conversing  with  youor  with  the  other  pa«S''n- 
geri  on  board  the  Arago ;  or  was  I  talkative,  pushing  my  views  forward  in  a  loud, 
obtrusive  manner,  such  as  yon  would  infer  from  reading  the  second  specification 
of  the  charges  which  have  been  made  against  me  by  Admiral  DuPontl-  i 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 9  " '  *  ^ '  '8 '  ^' 
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Answer.  Hia  cnnversation  witb  mo  was  alwa^  alone  end  alwa^  io  an  ira- 
dertone,  and  when  any  other  persona  were  present  he  would  always  change  the 
enbject.  He  avoirled  all  conversation  with  others,  and  told  me  he  went  into  hit 
state-room  to  avoid  heing  questioned. 

Chief  Engineer  Sliiners  said  he  had  no  further  qaestions  to  ask  the  witniM, 
and  the  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask,  atid  the  coart 
not  having  any,  the  witness  was  diacharged  after  his  teatimony  had  been  read 
to  bim. 

The  court  then  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Thursday,  the  11th  day  of  June  iulRDt, 
at  II  o'clock  a.  m. 

United  States  Marinb  Barkacks, 
Brooklifn,  New  Yarl,  TAuriday,  June  11,  1863. 

The  court  met  pnrauant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present,  all  tb« 
members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present,  the  accused  and  hie  connaeL 

The  proceedmga  of  yeaterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  court  waa  here  cleared  to  consider  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  yeater- 
day, and  the  evidence  publiabed  in  The  New  York  Timea  and  The  Snn  of 
to-day,  contrary  to  the  directjona  of  the  court,  the  court  being  informed  that 
Buch  report  was  fumisfaed  to  the  aaid  papers  from  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of 
the  witneas  famished  by  the  accueed.  The  court  here  c^led  upon  the  accoaed 
to  make  a  statement  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  accused  stated  that  be  fiir- 
niabed  a  copy  of  Hr.  Fulton's  testimony  to  Mr.  Fulton;  that  he  bad  ai^ed  of 
the  president  of  the  court  liberty  to  publiab  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  bnt 
,  had  been  refused;  that  at  the  time  he  famished  Mr.  Fulton  with  a  copy  of  hia 
testimony,  be  said  to  him,  if  he  published  the  same  it  most  be  on  his  own 
reaponailiility. 

The  court  here  directed  the  judge  advocate  to  enter  npon  the  records  its  dis- 
approval of  the  conduct  of  Mr,  Sttmers  in  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  evideoM 
referred  to  to  Mr.  Fulton;  and  the  court  direct  that  the  accused  ehall  fomLsh 
no  minutes  to  any  one  for  publication,  hereafter,  until  the  testimony  in  the  case 
be  concluded. 

Upon  the  above  being  read  in  open  court,  Mr.  Stimers  being  present,  that 
officer  requested  that  it  might  be  entered  on  the  minutes  that  he  regretted  that 
anything  in  his  conduct  bad  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  court,  for  wfaonL 
as  a  body,  and  for  each  of  whom,  individually,  he  had  the  highest  respect ;  and 
he  begs  leave  to  assure  them  that  hereafter  they  ahall  have  no  cause  for  finding 
fault  with  him.     The  court  ordered  the  foregoing  to  be  entered  on  the  record. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witueaa  Captain  John  L.  Worden,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  who,  being  swom  and  examined,  teatificd  as  follows: 

Queation  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  is  your  rank 
in  the  navy  I  ■ 

Anawer.  My  name  is  John  L.  Worden.  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  naxj. 

Qneation  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  attadt  nuide  oo 
the  forts  and  batteries  at  Cbarleaton,  South  Carolina,  on  the  7th  day  of  April. 
18631     If  yea,  to  what  vessel,  if  any,  were  yon  then  attached! 

Answer.  I  was  engaged  in  the  attack  made  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  on  the 
7th  of  April,  1863,  and  1  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  iron-cUd  ateama 
Montauk. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Who  at  that  time  was  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  and  who  was  then  comaiandec 
of  the  naval  forces  which  made  the  sud  attack  1 

Answer.  Bear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont  was  the  commaoder  of  the  Soulli 
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Albntte  blockading  oqaadron,  and  be  had  eommiuid  of  the  fleet  whicb  made  tlie 
Mtack  of  the  7th  of  April  last 

Qoettion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  jon  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimere,  of 
the  United  States  nary  7  If  yea,  how  long  have  yon  knovn  him  1 
Aiuiirer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  for  aboat  two  years. 
Qnestion  by  the  judge  odrocate.  Did  you,  or  not,  ever  state  to  Mr.  8timen 
thu  the  iron-clad  vcaseld  engaged  in  making  the  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston 
OB  the  7tfa  of  April  laet,  1863,  were  in  fit  conditjon  to  renew  the  attack,  or 
words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  said  anything  of  the  kind.  I  kaow  that  my  vessel 
was  in  a  condition  to  have  renewed  the  attack,  bat  X  never  made  that  etatemeat 
to  Hr.  ^timers,  that  t  recollect. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  aay  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C.  Sthner.",  or  in  his  presence,  that  the  commanders  of  the  aaid  iron-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words 
tt)  that  effect  1 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors,  or  iron-clad  ves- 
kIs,  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they 
had  Dndergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to 
commence  it  the  day  beforel 

AoBwer.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  condition  of  the  other  vessels  from 
my  own  observation.  It  was  reported  by  the  commanders  of  eome  of  them  that 
their  vesiKtle  were  very  considerably  damtiged,  some  of  their  guns  disabled,  and 
ihe  impression  left:  upon  my  mind  was  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  re- 
new the  attack  on  the  nest  day.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that,  with  the  bat- 
tering they  had  received,  they  could  not  have  been  in  as  good  condition  after 
the  repairs  to  resist  shot  as  they  were  before  they  went  into  the  engagement — 
chat  non.'  of  them  were  in  as  good  condition.  £very  shot  received  by  a  veesd 
of  that  dcfcription  must  we^en  it  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  reader 
it  leM  capable  of  resisting  shot.  I  will  say  that  I  went  on  board  the  Wee- 
hawken  for  a  few  moments,  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  fight.  I  did  not  examine 
her  very  critically.  She  had  received  a  shot  na  the  side  armor  on  the  nppcr 
works,  which  had  penetrated  and  broken  the  five  thicknesses  of  iron,  leaving  tlte 
wooden  backing  bare,  and  also  a  shot  which  had  penetrated  the  armor  of  the 
deck,  and  broken  through  the  wood  partially;  and  the  jacket  of  her  smoke-stack 
had  been  penetrated  by  a  shot  I  mean  by  the  jacket  the  impreguable  part  of 
the  smoke-stack.  That  was  all  the  injury  that  she  hud  received ;  that  I  said- 
the  had  received  various  other  shots  which  had  affected  her  aimor,  but  nothing 
M  decisive  as  those  1  have  mentioned. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Had  the  injuries  of  the  Weehawken,  which 
f  on  have  enumerated,  been  repaired  at  the  time  you  were  on  hoard  of  her  1 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

QuestioD  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  the  attack  made  on  the  forte 
and  batteries  at  Charleston,  on  the  7tli  of  April  last,  an  earnest  one  T 
Answer.  Very  decidedly,  I  should  say. 

Question  hy  the  judge  advocate.  Conld  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  IKonitort 
have  gone  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  gnns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either 
i>n  the  7th  day  of  April  last,  or  on  the  following  day,  hud  the  attack  been  re* 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate-  State,  If  yon  know,  any  reasons  why  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  should  not  have  beeoi 
renewed  on  the  8th  of  April,  1SG3. 

Answer.  I  am  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  a  renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  8th. 
would  hare  been  likely  to  have  resulted  in  a  very  serious  disaster-  to  the  itop^' 
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clode.  After  feeling  the  weight  of  the  enem^'R  fire  on  tho  7th  of  April  last,  ud 
after  tnoking  at  the  obstructions,  which  were  of  a  Teiy  formidable  cbuscter,  I 
thouglit,  if  we  had  attempted  to  break  through  the  obatmctions  and  gotteo  &x 
propellers  of  the  ships  involved  in  the  network  which  we  were  well  ndTiMd 
was  there,  and  which  we  stood  a  Rood  chance  of  doing,  thej  would  have  beeame 
nnmaiKigeablo,  and,  in  all  probabiliCT,  bo  injured  by  the  torpedoes  that  tlier 
would  haye  sunken  in  the  harbor,  or  hare  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  and  I 
did  not  think  that  the  risk  of  such  a  disaster  was  justifiable  onder  the  circnm- 
Btances.  The  rebel  iron-clads  were  lying  behind  the  obstructions,  and  wy 
vessel  of  our  forces  being  disabled  would  have  been  exposed  to  them,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  they  were  lying  there  for  that  purpose. 

QQCBtion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  Rear- Admiral  DnPont  too  mcli 
prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  tnal  on  the  ?ili 
of  April  last ;  or  did  Hear- Admiral  DuPont  say  or  do  anything  which  led  yon 
to  think  be  wns  prejudiced  againet  the  Uonitoral  If  yea,  relate  what  he  tbeo 
said  or  did  that  led  ynu  t«  think  him  prejudiced  against  tbem. 

The  counBel  for  Chief  Engiaeer  Stiraers  objected  to  the  question  for  the  fol- 
lowing reaeone : 

"First.  That  no  witness  has  yet  stated  that  Chief  En^neerStiotereevertwd 
that  Rear- Admiral  DuPout  was  too  much  prejudiced  against  thu  Mouiton  to  be 
willing  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  on  the  7th  of  April  last ;  and 

"  Second.  'I'hat  the  qneetion  calls  for  infonnaliua  from  the  witneea  aa  to  ihp 
state  of  Admiral  Dul'ont's  mind;  that  snch  an  inquiry  is  not  proper,  llie  only 
proper  way  of  proving  whether  Rear-Admiral  UuPunt  was  prejudiced  or  nai 
being  to  prove  what  he  said  and  did." 

The  court  was  then  cleared  for  consultation,  and  the  judge  advocate  withdre' 
the  first  part  of  his  qaeetion,  leaving  the  question  as  follows  s 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Has  or  not  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  done  or 
said  anything  which  led  yon  to  think  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Uonitora,  on 
the  7th  of  April  last  ?  If  yea,  relate  what  he  then  said  or  did  which  led  yoo 
to  think  him  prejudiced  against  them. 

The  court  decided  the  question  as  it  now  stands  shoold  be  answered  by  the 
witness,  and  the  court  was  therenpon  opened. 

Answer.  He  has  never  said  or  done  anything  to  lead  me  to  think  that  he  wu 
prejudiced  against  them. 

Question  by  ilie  judge  advocate.  Were  m  not  the  variona  commatidera  of  the 
iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  called  togetbn 
on  board  the  Ironsides  on  the  8th  o(  April  last  by  Admiral  l>uPoDt,  fur  an; 
purpose!     If  yea,  for  what  pnrposel 

Answer.  They  were  not,  to  my  knowledge. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witnew. 

Crott-examined  hy  Chief  Kngineer  Stimert. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  You  have  stated  that  upon  the  anunr 
of  the  Weehnwken  a  shot  had  penetrated  through  all  the  five  one-inch  plates  aad 
torn  them  off,  exposing  the  wooden  hacking.  Will  you  please  state  whelfaer 
yon  observed*  particularly  whether  more  than  one  shot  had  struck  ao  near  thi« 
torn  place  as  to  have  bad  an  effect  upon  it,  and  will  you  explain  how  near  tbr 
top  of  the  vessel  this  shot  or  shots  struck,  and  whether,  in  your  opinion,  anothn' 
shot  striking  the  same  place  would  have  penetrated  the  vessel  I 

Answer.  I  suppuaed  it  to  be  the  effect  of  only  one  ehot,  without  examiuing  it 
critically.  It  struck  near  the  top  of  the  plating  on  the  side  armor  ne«r  the  deck. 
I  do  not  think  another  shot  striking  the  aaiue  place  would  have  broken  thruogh 
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into  the  TeRsel.  It  would  probably  bare  penetrated  enfficiently  to  have  torn  off 
ihe  deck  plating  to  a  considerable  extent 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  Was  there  an  informal  meeting  of  the 
commanden  of  the  iron-clad  vptisels  in  tbe  adiniral'fl  cabin  on  board  the  Iron- 
lidefl  on  the  evening  of  the  ligbt  on  tbe  7th  oC  April  lastl  If  yea,  did  said 
eommauderB  report  verbally  to  the  admiral  the  general  condiUon  uf  the  aeveral 
resuli  t 

Answer.  There  was  no  meeting  of  the  commanders  flf  the  iron-clada  in  « 
body.  I  went  un  board  the  Ironaides  myself  to  report  thnondttion  of  my  ahip, 
■nd  I  thinlc  I  met  some  of  the  other  commanders  of  the  irori-clads  who  were 
tbere  for  tbe  some  nnrpose.  This  was  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863. 
I  reported  to  the  admiral  tbe  general  condition  of  my  vessel.  I  do  not  know 
in  regard  to  the  other  commanders. 

Tbe  connsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Btimers  having  no  further  qaeetions  to  ask 
the  witness,  and  tbe  judge  advocate  not  having  any  further  questions  tr>  ask, 
■ad  the  court  not  having  any,  the  witness  was  dischai^ed,  after  ois  evidence  had 
been  read  to  him. 

The  court  having  do  further  basiness,  adjourned  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  12th 
Joy  of  Jane  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m. 

U.  S.  Habinb  Babbacks,  Bbooklyn,  N.  Y., 

Friday,  June  12,  1863. 

Tbe  conrt  met  pursuant  to  the  adjonrnment  of  yesterday.  Present,  all  the 
meinberB  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  En^neer  Stimera,  the 
teemed,  and  his  counsel. 

ITie  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  produced  as  witness  Edward  Han,  who,  being  dnly 
iwom  ani^  examined,  testified  as  follows : 

Queetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  yam  name  and  what  your  occu- 
ptlion  1 

Answer,  iiy  name  is  Edward  liars,  and  I  am  a  coppcrsmitb ;  also  an  engi- 
neer. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  yon  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamer 
Arago  on  her  homeward  passage  from  Port  B''yal,  South  Carolina,  in  the  month 
of  April  last  T  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  you  join  that  ship,  and  where  did 
yon  leave  her  I 

Answer.  I  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago.  I  joined  her  on  her  home- 
ward passage  at  Hilton  Head,  and  left  her  on  her  arrival  at  Mew  York. 

Qneetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  en- 
gineer in  tbe  United  Htates  navy?  If  yea.  how  long  have  you  known  him;  and 
VM  he  k  paseenger  on  board  the  Arago  at  tbe  time  referred  tof 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  personally  about  two  yean. 
He  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago  at  the  time  referred  to. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  have  any  conversation  with  Gbtef  Engineer  Stimers  respecting  the 
failnre  to  renew  tbe  attack  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  harbor,  mode  on  tbe  7th 
of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  state  any  conversation  that  yon  may  then  have  had 
with  him  on  that  sabject. 

Answer.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  the  attack  on  the  forts, 
■nd  merely  asked  him  his  opinion,  and  he  said  tliat  he  did  not  know  anything 
■bout  it.  but  when  they  went  into  the  action  they  were  in  good  condition  (the 
HonitOTs)  for  that  service.  I  asked  him,  if  they  were  in  that  condition,  why 
they  did  not  renew  the  attack  the  next  day.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know. 
That  is  about  ibc  amount  of  the  conversation  that  I  had  with  him.     I  uked  him 
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a  few  other  questions  in  relatioa  to  the  natter,  and  he  appeared  as  if  he  did  not 
wish  to  Bpesk  aboat  it  at  all. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  70a,  or  not,  seated  at  the  satoe  t&ble 
with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  when  at  dinner,  while  on  board  the  Arago  at  ihe 
time  aforesaid  I 

Answer.  I  sat  at  the  same  table,  opposite  to  Mr.  Stimera. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did,  or  not,  Cliief  Engineer  Stimers,  at  snj 
time  during  the  paEsae«  afoTesaid,  say  to  yon,  of  in  your  presence  or  hearing, 
that  the  Monitors  4nre  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of 
April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack, 
as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before,  or  words  to  that  effect  I 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  so. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  hear  Chief  Engineer  Sttmos.  do- 
ling the  passage  aforesaid,  say  whether  the  Monitors  could  go  into  Charleston 
haroor ) 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  express  that  opinion. 

Qnestion  by  tlie  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  the  passige 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  the  attack  of  the  7th  <^  A^ 
last  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  worde  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  During  the  passage  aforesaid,  did  yon,  it 
any  time,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  make  any  remarks  respecting  the  re- 
newal of  tlie  attack  of  the  7lh  of  April  last,  other  than  you  have  already  stated; 
or  did  you  hear  him,  during  that  passage,  say  anything  respecting  the  conditioo 
of  the  Monitors,  other  thsn  you  have  already  stated  ! 

Answer.  I  merely  heard  him  say,  in  his  opinion  they  could  be  pQt  in  u 
good  order  again  in  a  few  days  as  they  were  before  they  went  into  the  icIhhi. 
That  is  about  the  whole  that  I  heard  him  say.  I  spake  to  him  t^o  or  tbrM 
times  professionally  about  theMooitore,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  great  faith 
in  them  fnr  attacking  land  batteries.  In  speaking  of  the  machinery  he  said  the 
machinery  was  put  up  in  the  mo^t  workmanlike  manner. 

Question  by  tne  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  hen 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  anything  respecting  Rear-Admiral  DuFout  being 
prejudiced  aguinet  the  Monitors)   If  yea,  what  did  he  say? 

Answer,  lie  never  did,  in  my  hearing. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  bear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  dn- 
ring  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  anything  respecting  Rear-Admiral  DuPontt  If 
yea,  what  did  he  say  of  him,  or  his  failure  to  renew  the  attack  ! 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say  nuthiug. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimen,  da- 
ring the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries at  Charleston  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  that  the  attack  of  that  day  oogfal 
to  have  been  renewed? 

Answer.  I  hoard  him  say  that  be  understood  that  it  was  to  he  renewed.  Thit 
is  all  that  I  heard  him  say.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  who  told  him  it  was  to  be 
renewed. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon,  at  any  time  during  the  passage 
.aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  he  had  been  told  by  any  of  the 
.commanders  of  the  said  ironclad  vessels  that  tbey,  the  said  commandei!,  after 
the  attack  aforesaid,  were  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to  th*l 
fffect? 

Answer.  I  did  not 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimen,  So- 
ring the  passage  aforesaid,  say  why  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1S63,  on  ihe 
forts  at  Charleston  was  not  renewed  1    If  yea,  what  did  he  say  I 
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Ansmr.  I  did  not  bear  bJm  say.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  reason,  and  he 
iwd  be  did  not.  He  said  nothing  more  to  me  about  it  at  anj  time,  nor  anything 
that  I  heard. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon,  during  the  passage  aforeeaid,  have 
tny  fmther  converaation  with  Chief  Engineer  Stimere,  or  did  he  e&y  anything 
while  in  your  presence,  respecting  any  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  specifica- 
tiansaud  cbarges  of  Rear-AdmiralDuPontl  If  yea,  state  fully  all  be  then  said 
to  yon,  or  id  year  hearing.  • 

Answer.  I  did  not  bear  him  say  or  express  any  opinion  respecting  any  of  the 
tnatters  inquired  of,  except  what  1  have  already  stated. 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask  the  witness ;  and 
neither  Chief  Engineer  IjLimers  nor  the  court  naving  any,  the  witness  was  dis- 
cbarged  after  bis  testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  to  meet  on  Saturday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
June  instwit,  at  eleven  o'clodt  a.  m. 

Umted  States  ITahine  Barracks, 

Brooklyn.  New  York,  Saturday,  June  13,  1363. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday. 
Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present,  the  accused 
and  his  counsel. 
The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  to  the  court  and  approved  as  correct. 
The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Captain  Percival  Drayton,  of 
the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  ewom  and  examined,  testified  as  follows  : 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  is  your  rank 
b  the  navy  1  • 

Answer.  My  name  is  Percival  Drayton,  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  present  at  the  attack  made  by 
the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor, 
on  the  seveotb  of  April  last  1  If  yea,  to  what  ship  or  vessel  were  you  theo 
attached  t 

Answer.  I  was  then  present,  and  had  the  command  of  the  iron-clad  Passaic. 

Qoestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Alban  C.  Stimcrs,  a  chief 
n^neer  in  the  United  States  navy  1     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  T 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  have  known  him  about  six  months. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mere  that  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor,  mikde  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1863,  ought  to  bare  been  renewed,  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
nera  that  the  iron-cUd  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  attack  aforesaid  were  is 
»  fit  couditiou  to  renew  it,  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Slj- 
Ben,  or  in  bis  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-dad 
vessels  after  the  attack  aforesaid  were  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or 
vords  to  that  effect  I 

Answer.  No, 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  or  iron-clad  ves- 
■elfl  ia  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1803,  after 
they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  bad  been 
to  commence  it  the  day  before  T 

Answer.  They  were  very  far  indeed  from  it. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  the  Monitors,  either  on  the  7th  day 
of  April,  I6C3,  bare  gone  into  Churlcstou  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
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obBtmctione,  or  oa  TVedneBday,  tbe  8tb  daj  of  April,  1863,  had  Ae  tttuk 
been  renewed  I 

Answer.  I  think  not;  certainly  not  in  my  opinion. 

Qnestion  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Have  yon  ever  heard  Bear-Admiral  SmvA 
F.  l)uPont  say,  or  has  be  to  your  knowledge  ever  done,  anytbinf;  to  lead  job 
to  think  that  he  was  prejadiced  against  tbe  Monitors  on  tbe  7lh  day  of  AfA 
13631 

Answer.  No ;  nothing  to  show  that  be  was  prejudiced  against  then.  I  i» 
not  think  be  faaid  a  very  high  opinion  of  them.  He  conld  not  bare  bad  a  Terr 
high  opinion  after  my  reports  to  himself  and  to  tbe  Navy  Department,  u  weU 
as  those  of  other  captains,  before  tbe  figbL 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  tbe  attack  made  on  tbe  forii 
and  batteries  at  CbarieBton  on  the  7tb  of  April,  1863,  an  earnest  one  f 

Answer.  Tbomagbly. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  the  iron-clad  Passaic,  of  which  yoo 
had  command,  receive  any,  and  if  so,  what,  injuries  during  the  attack  of  tbe 
seventh  of  April,  aforesaid  1 

Answer.  8ne  did  receive  many  injuries.  The  three  principal  were  tbe  din- 
bling  of  tbe  Xl-inch  gnn  by  a  shot  on  the  turret,  which  bulged  in  the  turret  sod 
jammed  the  carriage  in  such  a  way  that  it  took  nearly  twenty-four  bonn  to 
get  it  in  a  condition  to  work  ;  anotiier  shot  broke  off  a  piece  of  tbe  ring  mdei 
the  turret  which  was  caught  io  some  of  the  machinery  and  stopped  tbe  tnnH 
for  some  time,  and  caused  it  to  work  badly  for  some  time  after;  a  third  sbol 
mashed  in  tbe  pilot-house  and  forced  op  the  cover  some  three  inches,  so  as  to 
lay  open  the  inside  to  shot,  and  rendered  tlie  position  of  those  who  were  maa- 
aging  the  ship,  one  of  considerable  exposure,  as  they  were  to  a  certain  ev 
tent  uncovered.  There  were  a  number  of  other  shots  received  on  the  tuntt, 
side  armor,  and  other  parts  of  the  vessel,  but  these  were  the  only  tlu«e  that 
were  very  serioun. 

Qaestion  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  why  the  attack  of  the  7tk  of 
April,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Charleston  was  not  renewed! 

Answer.  I  have  understood  because  the  vessels  were  not  considered  in  > 
proper  condition  to  renew  it. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  after  the  engagcmeot 
of  die  7th  of  April  aforesaid  make  a  report  to  Rear-Adminl  DnPont  of  the 
condition  of  your  vessell     If  yea,  when  did  yon  make  such  report! 

Answer.  1  made  a  verbal  one  in  his  presence  on  the  evening  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  a  written  one  a  day  or  two  alter. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  hear  Admiral  DnPont  wj 
anything,  or  have  you  observed  him  do  anything,  which  led  yon  to  infer  thit 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  tbe  Klonitora  a  fair  trial  in  the  attack  apon  Charles- 
ton! 

Answer.  Never;  quite  the  contrary. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  anything  further  respecting 
the  speciBcations  of  charges  made  by  Rear-Admiral  DuPout  against  Chief  £u- 
gineer  SiimersI  If  yea,  state  the  same  as  fully  as  though  you  had  been  pu- 
ticularly  interrogated  thereto. 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  the  remarks  said  to  have  been  made  by  Mr. 
Stjmers  on  board  tbe  Arago,  and  I  think  of  nothing  further  to  state. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  snr- 
thing  said  or  done  by  Kear-Admirsl  DnPont  thut  the  failure  of  Bear-Adnunl 
DuPont  to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  on  the  forts  at  Chariw- 
ton,  was  owing  to  any  prejudice  on  his  part  against  the  HonitorsT 

Answer.  No ;   1  have  not. 

Tbe  judge  advocate  sud  he  bad  no  further  qaestiotu  to  ask. 
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CrOM-examined  by  the  aeetited. 

Qoeetion  by  Chief  Eogineer  Stimers.  From  what  direction  would  ft  shot 
have  necesurilj  come  to  have  entered  the  uilot-honee  of  tlie  PasHaic  after  the 
cover  had  beeo  rniaed  three  inches  on  one  aide,  aa  yon  have  deecribed  ? 

Answer.  A  shot  nearly  horizontal,  I  think,  would  Lave  knocked  the  cover 
off,  and  I  think  it  would  have  entered.  It  might  have  gone  in  piecea,  and  it 
might  have  entered  whole.  If  the  shot  had  Btmck  from  above  it  would  have 
knocked  it  down.    I  mean  nearly  horizontal  with  the  cover. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimera  Baid  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask,  and  thp 
Judge  advocate  said  he  had  not  any  further  qni^stious  to  ask,  and  the  coart  not 
having  any,  the  witnees  waa  disuiai^ed,  after  his  testimony  had  been  read  to 

The  jadge  advocate  then  read  to  the  court  a  letter  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"Navy  Department,  Jtme  9.  1863. 
"SiB:  Or  and  after  the  15tb  instant  the  court  of  inquiry  of  which  you  are 
preaideot  will,  unless  its  investigations  be  sooner  concluded,  sit  iu  the  room  pro- 
vided for  conrta-martial  at  the  navy  yard.  New  York. 
"  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

"GIDKON  WELLES, 

"Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
"Rear-Admiral  V.  II.  Greuory, 

"  President  Naval  Cmurt  of  Ltifviry,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

The  court  thereupon  adjoamed  to  meet  at  the  Naval  Lycenm,  navy  yard, 
New  Yoi^,  OD  Monday,  the  15th  day  of  June  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Naval  Lycsuh,  Navy  Yard,  Nbw  York, 

Mimday,  June  15,  1863. 

The  eoort  met  purenant  to  adjonmmeut  of  the  13tfa  instant 

Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  En^eer 
Stimers  and  his  counsel. 

llie  proceedings  of  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  several  of  the  witnesses  named 
OD  his  list  were  at  this  time,  as  be  was  informed,  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
court,  to  wit,  on  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  and  Chief 
Engineer  Stimers  stated  to  the  court  that  he  desired  to  have  the  testimony  of 
certain  witnesses  taken  also  at  a  distance  from  the  court,  to  wit,  on  duty  in  the 
SoQth  Atlan'tie  blockading  squadron.  The  court  therenpon,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and  the  judge  advocate,  directed  that  the 
testimony  of  those  witnesses  be  taken  on  interrogatories  and  cross- interrogato- 
ries on  the  terms  contained  in  a  stipulation  of  wbich  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"It  is,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  judge  advocate  and  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  ordered  by  the  court  that  the  case  of  Chief  Engineer  Albau  0.  Stimers 
stand  adjourned  for  a  reasonable  time,  on  the  following  terms,  that  is  to  say  : 
that  Rear-Admiral  Samuel  ¥.  UuPont,  Commodore  Thomas  Turner,  Captain 
John  Rodgcrs,  Commodore  Daniel  Ammen,  Commodore  Donald  McN.  Fairfax. 
Commodore  John  Downcs,  Commodore  Alexander  A.  S.  Poor,  all  of  the  United 
States  navy,  and  Brigtidier  General  George  H.  Gordon,  of  the  United  States 
army,  C.  Khiud,  assistant  surgeon,  George  D.  Slocum,  acting  assistant  paymas- 
ter, may  be  examined  on  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  on  the  part  of  the 
judge  advocate  and  transmitted  by  him,  through  the  Navy  Departmeoti  to  thtar 
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proper  destination ;  a  copy  of  each  inteiroga tones  to  he  served  on  E.  H.  Stongli- 
tnn,  esq  ,  of  counael  for  Chief  Engiaecr  Stimere,  within  five  days  from  the  &U 
hereof,  with  leave  to  the  eaid  counsel  to  propound  croas- interrogatories— a  copy 
of  said  cross-interrogatories  to  be  served  on  the  judge  advocate  within  lea  dajt 
from  the  date  hereof — to  each  of  said  witnesses,  if  lie  desires  to  do  m  ;  which 
said  cross- interrogatories  shall  accompany  the  direct  interrogatories,  on  both  of 
which,  direct  and  cross-interrogatories,  each  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  examined 
on  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing.  Also,  that  the  said  Atban  C.  Stimeis  tbtH 
have  leave  to  examine  on  interrogatories — a  copy  of  which  interrogatories  ebaH 
be  furnished  to  the  judge  advocate  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof — Firet 
AssisUnt  Engineers  B.  B.  H.  Wharton  and  F.  J.  Lovering,  Acting  First  Assiit- 
ant  Engineer  J.  F.  Young,  Second  Assistant  Engineers  George  L-  Emmons  and 
George  H.  White,  all  of  the  United  States  navy,  with  the  right  on  the  part  of 
'the  judge  advocate  to  propound  cross -interrogatories  to  the  witnesses  la^t  named 
and  referred  to,  to  accompany  the  direct  interrogatories  of  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mera;  on  both  of  which,  cross  as  well  as  direct  interrogatories,  the  said  witnesw* 
shall  be  examined,  in  writing,  on  oath  or  affirmation.  Also,  that  in  all  casee  i 
copy  of  the  cross -interrogatories  shall  be  served,  within  ten  days  after  the  service 
of  the  direct  interrogatories,  on  the  said  judge  advocate  and  the  said  E.  M. 
Stoughton,  esq.,  respectively.  Also,  that  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  u 
well  on  behalf  of  the  government  as  of  the  said  Chit-f  Engineer  Stimers,  moft 
be  taken  before  some  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States  navy,  or  of  the 
United  States  army,  to  be  named  by  the  Navy  Department ;  it  being  expressly 
understood  that  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  navy  or  the  army,  who  has  been 
or  is  to  be  himself  esamined  as  a  witness  in  this  case,  is  not  to  take  the  exanu- 
nation  of  any  of  the  witncsees  hereinbefore  named  or  referred  to, 

"  That  the  said  judge  advocate  and  the  counsel  for  the  said  Chief  Engineer 
Btimers,  respectively,  shall,  notwithstanding  anything  herein  contained,  have 
the  right  to  object,  on  the  fnnlier  hearing  of  this  case,  to  any  of  the  direct  or 
cross- interrogatories  that  may  be  propounded  by  the  other  of  them  to  any  rf 
the  witnesses  herciubcfore  named,  and  also  to  any  of  the  answers  that  may  be 
made  or  given  tliereto  by  any  of  the  witnesses  who  may  be  examined  under 
this  order.  That  the  examination  of  each  of  the  witnesses  shall  be  diligently 
taken  and  returned,  and  that  each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  read  the  te«ti- 
mony  of  the  other  given  by  the  said  witnesses,  or  any  of  them,  before  the  same 
shall  he  submitted  to  the  court ;  and  that  each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  pot 
in  evidence  any  testimony  given  by  the  witnesses  of  the  other  party,  and  to 
read  to  the  court  the  interrogatories  in  answer  to  which  any  testimony  may  be 
given  by  the  witness  or  the  witnesses  examined  by  either  party.  It  is  also  or- 
dered that  a  copy  of  this  order  be  incorporated  in  the  record  of  the  proceediogf 
in  thb  case." 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  seventh  day  of  July, 
1863,  at  11  o'clock  of  the  foronooD  of  that  day. 

Kaval  Lvcbum,  Navy  Tabd,  New  Yobe, 
Tuaday,  Julg  7,  1S63. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  June  15,  1863. 

Present,  all  the  members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present,  Chief  Enginea 
Stimers  and  hia  connsel. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  stated  to  the  court  that  he  could  not  probably  be  in 
attendance  at  its  next  session,  bat  that  be  was  willing  and  consented  toat  the 
proceedings  should  go  on  in  his  absence  if  his  counsel,  Charles  H.  Glover,  esq-, 
should  be  present. 

The  depositions  of  the  witnesses  for  which  the  court  adjourned  on  the  t-llh 
'  ultimo  not  having  been  returned,  and  there  being  no  further  business,  the  coon 
adjourned  to  meet  on  Thursday,  the  Qth  day  of  July,  1863,«t  11  o'elock  of  the 
^renoon.  LtOOOIC 
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Naval  Lycbcm,  Navv  Yahd,  Nbw  York, 

Th%r*daif,  Julj/  9,  1863. 
The  court  met  parsnant  to  the  adjoommeDt  of  the  7th  of  Jul^  instant.     Free 
ent,  all  the  membere  and  the  jad^  adrocate ;  aJso  present,  Charles  H.  GloYer, 
CM^connsel  for  Chief  Engineer  Stimere. 

The  proceedings  of  the  laet  session  were  read,  and  the  jndge  advocate  then 
called  as  a  witness  Lais  Fernandez,  who,  being  duly  sworn;  testified  as  follows : 

Qnestion  by  the  jodge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
■ion  or  occ&pationi 

Answer.  Uy  name  is  Lois  Fernandez,  and  I  am  a  surgeon  on  board  the  steam- 
ihip  Arago. 

Qnesdon  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  of  the 
United  States  navy  I     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  T 

Aoswer.  I  do  know  him  ;  and  I  was  first  introdnced  to  him  in  the  month  of 
April  last,  during  the  trip  of  the  Arago  home  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina. 

Qnestion  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Were  yon  a  passenger  on  board  the  steam- 
ship Arago  on  her  homeward  pouage  from  Port  Royal,  Bonth  Carolina,  in  the 
month  of  April  last  ?  If  yea,  when  and  where  did  yon  join  that  ship,  and  where 
did  yon  leave  herT 

Answer.  I  was  attached  to  that  ship,  and  acting  as  snrgeon  on  board  of  her 
daring  the  passage  referred  to.  I  joineid  ber  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  am  still 
atUched  to  her.  I  was  on  board  of  the  Arago  during  the  whole  of  the  passage 
referred  to  in  the  interrogatory. 

Qnestion  by  the  Judge  advocate.  Was  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  a  pas- 
senger on  board  the  Arago  duriug  the  whole  passage  referred  to  in  the  last 
interrogatory] 

Answer.  He  war,  daring  the  whole  passage.  He  came  on  board  at  Charleston 
bar,  and  left  the  steamer  at  New  York. 

Qnestion  by  the  jndge  advocate.  During  the  time  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was 
a  passenger  on  board  the  Arago,  during  her  homeward  passage  fmm  Port  Royal, 
South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city,  in  the  month  of  April  last,  did  you  have  any 
conversation  with  the  said  Stimers  relative  to  the  attack  made  by  the  United 
States  nava]  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7tb 
day  of  April,  18G3?     If  yea,  you  will  please  relate  such  conversation. 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers.  The  conversa- 
tion referred  to  was  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  Arago  and  two  naval 
officers,  one  of  whom  was  surgeon  of  the  Keoknk.  The  conversation  referred 
to  was  addressed  directly  to  the  two  engineers,  Mr.  Mars  and  Mr.  Colwell,  sitting 
alio  at  the  table.  I  heard  in  that  conversation  the  following  statement :  Hr. 
fitimers  said  that,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  Admiral  DuPont,  he  hod  visited 
each  one  of  the  Monitors  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  with  instructions  to  exam- 
ine their  condition  ;  that  he  had  done  so,  and  had  reported  to  the  admiral  that, 
in  his  professional  opinion  as  an  engineer,  each  one  of  the  Monitors  was  in  a  fit 
condition  to  renew  the  attack  the  next  day ;  that  the  damages  which  each  one 
bad  mffered  were  trivial.  I  heard  him  also  say  that  he  had  advised  the  use  of 
the  torpedo-exploders  on  board  the  Ericsson.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  he 
nKd  that  expression,  bat  I  understood  him  to  refer  to  torpedoes  to  blow  up  ob- 
Btroctiuni.  In  that  conversation  I  did  not  hear  him  say  that  the  commanders  of 
the  Monitors  were  willing  tn  renew  the  engagement. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  he  waa  told  by  one  or  more  of 
the  commanders  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts 
and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  April,  18G3,  "  that  the  attack  of 
that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect }  ^ 

Answer.  I  did  not.  ■  'ityGoOQic 
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Qaestion  by  the  jnilge  advocate.  Did  yon  at  any  time,  daring  the  pamge 
aforeeaid,  hear  Chief  En^aeer  Stimere  Bay  that  he  had  been  told  by  one  or  moie 
of  the  eommandera  of  the  sud  iron-clad  reaselB  that  the  aaid  iron-clad  rewelt 
"  were  in  a  fit  conditiop  to  renew  the  attack"  above  referred  to,  or  words  to  that 
dfectl 

Answer.  I  did  not 

Qneetion  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Did  yon  at  any  time,  during  the  pasHge 
afbreaaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  eay  that  several  of  the  comaianders  of  tlic 
Mid  iron-dad  veBsels  had  Baid  to  him,  or  iu  faia  presence  and  hearing,  that  thvy, 
the  said  commanders,  were  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  ar  vrords  to  thai 
efibcti 

Answer.  No,  air ;  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Chief  En- 
gineer Btimcrs  Bay,  dnring  the  pasBage  aforesaid,  respecting  the  failnre  of  Bnr 
Admiral  Dul'ont  to  renew  the  attack  of  April  7,  1863,  made  upon  the  forte  aod 
batteries  at  CharleJtoQ  harbor  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  anything  in  regard  to  it,  not  having  bad  aoy 
conversation  with  him  in  reference  to  the  attack  on  Charleston  at  any  time. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time,  during  the  pws^ 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimets  say  "  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good 
condition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  186:1,  after  they  had  nndergone 
some  alight  lepairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the 
day  before,"  or  words  to  that  effect  t 

Answer.  I  did  hear  him  make  that  statement. 

Question  by  the  jodge  advocate-  Where  on  board  the  Arago  did  he  make  snch 
■tatemeDt  as  you  have  last  referred  to  } 

Answer.  He  made  that  statement  at  the  table,  while  at  dinner,  in  convem- 
iJon  with  two  other  engineers.  Hi.  Mare  and  Mr.  Oolwell. 

Qiiesdon  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  at  any  time,  dnring  the  passag* 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  say  anything  respecting  the  Monilon 
being  able  to  go  into  Charleston  in  spite  oif  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstractionil 
If  yea,  what  did  he  then  say  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  any  aBsertion  to  that  effi^t. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  at  any  time,  during  tbe  passap 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  say  that  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  was  too 
much  prejudiced  against  tbe  Monitors  to  be  willing  to  give  them  a  fair  tiial,  or 
words  to  that  effect  t 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  did  not  hear  him  say  anything  about  his  being  pre- 
judiced. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  »l 
any  time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  whether  the  Monitors  had  had  a  Uii 
trial  on  the  attack  made  npon  the  torts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  oa 
the  7th  day  of  April.  18d31 

Answer.  I  heard  him,  in  the  conversation  referred  to,  say  that,  in  his  opinion. 
the  Monitors  had  not  had  a  fair  trial. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Wliat,  if  anything,  did  yon  hear  Chief  Ed- 

g'neer   Stimers,   dnring  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting   Rear-Admiral 
nPont  or  his  conduct  dnring  the  attack  aforesaid,  or  his  failure  to  imew  itt 
State  all  you  heard  him  say  respecting  Rear-Admiral  DuPont. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  make  any  alluBion  to  Admiral  DuPont,  to  hi> 
conduct  during  the  attack  on  Charleston,  or  his  failure  to  renew  it ;  I  did  not 
bear  him  say  anything  in  reference  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont. 

Questiou  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  speciiications  of  charges  read  to  you  herein  1  If  yea,  state 
all  of  the  same  as  fully  as  if  yon  were  particnUHy  interrogated  tberetu. 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  an^  other  fact,  matter,  or  thing,  except  wbat  I  hare 
Hated. 

The  jndge  advocate  having  no  further  qneatione,  nnd  neither  the  connsel  for 
Chief  Engineer  Siimem  nor  the  court  having  an^,  the  testimony  wna  read  over 
Id  the  witnees,  and  approved  aa  correct,  and  the  witness  diaeharged. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witnesB  Arthur  Uuglies,  who,  being  Axdy 
■worn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  profes- 
lioa  or  occnpatiun  I 

Answer.  My  name  is  Arthar  Hughes,  and  I  am  chief  engineer  on  board  the 
steamship  Arago. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Chief  Engineer  Alhan  C. 
Stimerv,  of  the  United  States  navy?  If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  I 

Answer.  I  do  know  him,  and  made  his  acqaaintanco  on  his  passage  home,  in 
the  Arago,  from  Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  in  the  month  of  April  last.  He 
joined  the  ship  at  Charleston  bar. 

QneetioQ  by  thi;  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Chief  En- 
gineer StimerB,  during  the  voyage  aforc^id,  say  respecting  the  attack  made  on 
the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  day  of  April  last  1 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  all  that  he  said ;  and  the  conversation  being  gen&> 
nl,  I  ahonld  prefer  to  be  asked  questions. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimcrs,  dnr- 
bg  the  passage  aforeaaid,  say  that  he  was  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  command- 
ers of  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  j'orts  and  batteries 
in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  "  that  the  attack  of  that 
day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  eflecti 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  that  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  had 
said  so.  to  my  best  recollection  ;  but  I  did  hear  him  say  that  the  attack  was  dia- 
continoed  after  the  report  of  the  commanders. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  at 
any  time  dnring  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  one  or  more  of  the  commanders 
of  said  iron-clad  vt-sselH  had  stated  to  him  "  that  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  were 
in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack,"  or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  tlint  be  stated  so. 

Question  by  tlie  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  say  that  any  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels  had  said 
to  him,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  respecting  their  being  "  hot  to  renew  the 
engagement "  after  the  said  attack  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  fetched  the  commanders  in  personally  at 
all  in  his  discourse.  What  I  wish  to  impress  is,  that  Mr.  Stimers,  coming  Irom 
the  action,  or  seeing  it,  every  one  was  anxiona  to  question  him ;  some  of  which 
questions  be  answered,  and  others  he  was  reserved  in. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  ihe  condition  of  the  Moni- 
tors to  renew  the  attack  ou  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  under- 
gone some  slight  repairs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  that  after  some  slight  repturs  they  would  have  been 
in  a  condition  to  commence  the  action  again. 

Qaeslion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  or  not  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  during 
the  passage  aforesaid,  say  that  the  Monitors  were  in  as  good  condition  on 
Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  hod  andergone  some  slight 
repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before, 
or  words  to  that  effect?  .k^^^K 
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AnevcT.  He  migbt  bave  need  words  to  that  effect,  but  not  using  the  woidt 
"  in  as  good  condition,"  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Qne«tion  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anytbing,  did  CLief  Engineer 
Stimers,  daring  the  pasBoge  aforesaid,  say  respecting  tbe  Monitors  being  able  to 
.go  into  (Jharicstou  in  epite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obetnictiona T 

Answer.  1  do  not  recullect  that  he  stud  Bo,  but  said  they  refosed  to  nse  tbe 
"devil,"  1  believe,  aa  it  was  called,  to  remove  the  obstruction B.  I  mean  the 
"devil,"  with  everything  attached  to  it. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  bear  Chief  Engineer  Stimen  mj 
anything  respecting  Bear'Admiral  DuPont'a  being  prejudiced  against  the  Moni- 
tors?    If  yea,  what  did  be  say? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  bim  say  that  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  waa  prejudiced 
against  the  Monitors ;  I  did  not  hear  him  say  anything  about  Rcar-Aomiral  Do- 
Font  but  what  was  very  respectful. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  bear  Chief  Engineer  Stimen,  U 
any  time  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  whether  the  Monitors  bad  bad  ■ 
fair  trial  in  tbe  attack  Uforesaid  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  that  he  said  they  had  not  had  a  fair  trial,  but  iht 
impression  that  be  gave  me  from  the  tenor  of  his  discourse  was  that  he  tbongbl 
they  might  have  stood  a  great  deal  more ;  in  other  words,  he  was  disappointed 
in  the  attack ;  I  mean  in  the  length  of  the  attack,  or  its  not.being  continued  at 
renewed. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What,  if  anything,  did  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  during  the  passage  aforesaid,  say  respecting  the  failure  to  renew  tbe 
attack  aforesaid  i  or  as  to  the  reaaon  why  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  did  not 
renew  it  ? 

Answer.  The  reason  that  be  aseigned  was,  that  after  tbe  commanders  bad  a 
consultation  with  tbe  admiral  it  was  poatpoued.  That  was  all  that  be  saidlhtt 
I  know  of  in  reference  to  the  officers. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  during  tbe  passage 
aforesaid,  hear  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  criticise  or  condemn  the  profeeeioiuJ 
conduct  of  Uear-Admiral  DuPont  in  the  attack  aforcaaidT  If  yea,  state  whu 
language  he  then  made  use  of. 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Qnestion  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fact,  matter,  ot 
thing  in  relation  to  the  specifications  of  chains  read  to  you  herein?  If  yea, 
state  the  same  particularly. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  anything  further  that  is  not  embodied  in  mj 
answers. 

Tbe  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  further  questions,  and  neither  tfae  connsd 
for  Chief  Kugineer  Stimers  nor  tbe  court  having  any,  tbe  testimony  was  then 
read  to  the  witne.-<e  and  pronounced  correct. 

There  being  no  further  busineas,  the  court  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet  on 
Friday,  the  lOlb  instant,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

Friday,  Juli/  10,  1863. 
Tbe  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjonrament  of  yesterday.     Present,  all  the 
members  and  the  judge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and  luf 
counsel. 

Tbe  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  in  the  presence  of  Chief  Engineer 
StimerB,  and  approved  as  correct. 

There  being  no  further  bnsinces,  tbe  court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Moiiday,  the 
13th  day  of  July,  1863,  at  11  o'clock  in  tbe  forenoon. 


ityGoo^lc 


ABlfOBED  VESSELS.  143 

Naval  Lyceum,  Natv  Yard,  New  York, 

Monday,  Jit}y  13,  1863. 
The  conrt  met  poraaant  to  tbe  adjonrament  of  Jaly  10,  1S63.    Preaent,  all 
the  membera  and  uie  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  EngiDeer  Stimere  and 
hii  coQQSel. 

The  proceedings  of  Jaly  10  instant  were  read,  and  there  being  no  farther 
buineH,  the  court  adjonmed  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  the  15tli  day  of  July, 
1363,  at  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Xaval  Lyceum,  Navy  Tabo,  New  Yors, 

WedneMday,  July  15,  1863. 
The  court  met  pnrsnont  to  the  adjonmtncnt  of  July  13  instant.     Present, 
ill  the  members  and  the  judge  advocata;  also  present,  Chief  Engineer  Stimera 
ud  his  counsel. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  session  vore  read  and  approved. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  of 
ihe  United  States  navy,  vho,  being  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  T 

AQBwer.  My  name  is  Daniel  Ammen,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engineer  Alhan  C. 
Stimere,  of  tLe  United  States  navy  1    If  yea,  bow  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Anewer.  I  have  known  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  perhaps  ayear,  moreor  leas, 
on  board  the  Merrimack.  I  have  served  with  him  also  about  six  months  on 
boatd  the  Roanoke. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Were  yon  or  not  present  at  an  attack 
nude  by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  tbe  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston 
harbor,  South  Carolina,  in  tbe  mouth  of  April  last)  If  yea,  to  what  vessel  or 
ihip  were  you  then  attached,  and  in  what  CMacity,  and  did  the  vessel  to  which 
joQ  were  attached  take  part  in  tbe  said  attack  t 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  commanded  tbe  iron-clad  Patapsco,  and  the 
Patapsco  took  part  in  that  engagement. 

Qaestion  by  tbe  judge  advoca^.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C.  Stimera  that  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor, 
made  on  tbe  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  words  to 
that  eBect  I 

Answer,  I  did  not ;  I  saw  bim  only  a  moment,  near  midnight,  on  the  day  of 
tbe  attack,  since  that  event. 

Qoestian  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  say  toCbief  Engineer  Stimers 
that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  ibe  said  attack  were  in  a  tit  condition  to 
renew  it,  or  words  to  that  effect  t 

Answer.  I  did  nut ;  I  think  no  conversation  passed  between  ns  except  simply 
t  ulntation.  I  had  reported  at  half  past  eight  p.  m.,  of  the  7th  of  April,  that 
the  ratapeco  was  ready  for  work,  alibongh  the  smoke-stack  was  much  dam- 
>ged,  and  I  feared  tbe  recurrence  of  disabilities  such  as  we  had  had  during  the 
engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  or  not  say  to  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers,  or  in  his  presence  and  bearing,  ttiat  tbe  commanders  of  said  iron.dad 
TesBele  were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  tbe  engagement,"  or 
words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Wore  or  not  the  Monitors  in  as  good  condi- 
tion on  Wednesday,  tbe  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  tbe  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
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Answer.  I  can  onlj  answer  in  regard  to  the  Patapeco,  not  liaving  vuited  the 
othen.  Ab  stated  befr>re,  I  reported  her  ready  for  action  at  half  past  eight  la 
the  eveiiioe  of  the  7th  day  of  April  last,  although  certainly  not  in  as  good  con- 
dition, as  Uie  heavy  part  of  the  smoke-stack  was  very  much  damaged  by  five 
or  six  heavy  shots  from  the  enemy.  I  considered,  however,  placing  cfauni 
aronnd  as  capable  nf  supplying  the  want  of  forty  bolts  more  or  less  broken  b/ 
the  prqjectilce  of  the  enemy. 

Queetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Conld,  in  yonr  opinion,  the  Monitors  hatre 
gone  into  Cliarle^ton  harbor  in  «pite  of  gaaa,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either 
on  the  7tb  day  of  April  last,  or  on  the  8th  of  said  April,  had  the  attack  been 
renewed! 

Answer.  I  thought  so  previous  to  the  engagement;  seeing,  however,  the  dift- 
abilitiea  of  the  vessels,  more  particularly  the  one  tinder  my  command,  the  force 
of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  with  extraordinary  projectiles  and  increased  charges  of 
powder,  1  wa?,  ef.er  our  experience  of  the  7th  of  April,  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  force  was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  end.  On  the  fifth  dischar^  the  rifle 
g^n  of  the  Patapsco  was  disabled  by  the  carrying  away  of  the  forward  cap 
square  bolts,  ana  the  subsequent  necessity  of  nearly  doubling  the  steam  to 
move  the  turret.  At  that  time  the  Patapsco  was  on  an  obstruction  neari}^ 
between  the  two  forts,  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  and  receiving  a  fire  from  themand 
other  works,  which  tould  not  but,  in  the  end,  have  disabled  her. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  pnor  to  the  !>tli 
day  of  April,  18G3,  hear  Rear-Admiral  UuPont  say  anything,  or  did  be  do 
anything,  to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or 
that  he  was  unwilling  from  prejudice  to  give  them  a  fair  trial? 

Answer.  Ruar-Adiuiral  UuPonthas  stated  to  me,  or  in  my  presence,  that  be 
feared  the  aggressive  powers  of  the  Monitors,  owing  to  slownet<s  of  fire  aod 
other  causes,  such  aa  sighting  the  guns  in  the  turrets,  wonid  prove  less  formi- 
dable than  supposed.  He  has  stated  nothing  to  me  or  before  me  which  woald 
lead  me  to  suppose  that  he  was  what  I  would  regard  prejudiced  in  regaid  to 
the  subject,  although  I  differed  with  him,  particularly  before  I  had  expe- 
rienced the  want  of  eflect  of  our  fire,  and  the  effect  of  the  fire  from  the  heavy 
battexies,  with,  as  I  supposed,  increased  charges,  delivered  by  the  enemy.  I 
think  my  answer  covers  the  whole  question.    . 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  made  on  the  t'urts  and  batteriea  at  Charleston  harbor]  Was  it  an  ean- 
est  one  or  otherwisel 

Answer.  The  altiick,  as  I  considered  it,  was  an  attempt  to  get  into  position, 
and  the  efit-ct  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  the  disabilities  of  onr  battpries.  with  fp» 
guns,  of  such  a  nature  that  I  would  have  regarded  a  serious  attempt  to  reducr 
the  works  a^  likfly  to  lead  to  a  disaster  and  with  little  hope  of  success. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  How  frequently  was  the  Patapsco  stmek 
by  the  enemy's  shot  or  siiell  daring  the  said  attack  of  April  7,  18637 
.    Answer.  I  think  fitty-one  times,  including  the  logs  laid  over  her  berth-deck 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  it  from  shells. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Uow  was  the  Patapsco  injured  or  disabled 
in  said  attack  except  as  you  have  stated  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  injury  that  would  not  have  to  be  considerably  multi- 
plied to  lead  to  her  disability  except  that  already  stated  in  the  course  of  my 
evidence. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  ntber  fact,  mattn',  or 
thing,  relating  to  the  charges  or  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Rear- Admiral 
Dul'ont  against  Chief  Engmeer  ^timers  T  If  yea,  slate  the  same  as  fully  aa  if 
particularly  interrogated  thereto. 

Answer.  There  is  nothing  further  that  I  know  of  that  haa  not  been  embodied 
in  my  testimony.  GoOijIc 
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Queetitm  by  Chief  EogiDeer  StimerB.  Why  was  it  necessary  to  nearly  donfale 
the  Bteam  to  turn  the  turret,  as  yon  have  stated  in  your  evidence  t 

Answer.  1  regarded  it  as  the  effect  of  tlio  fire  of  the  enemy,  heavy  projec- 
tiles having  atmek  the  turret  about  that  time.  The  turret  was  struck  twenty- 
one  times ;  within  the  space  of  five  minutes,  perhaps,  fifteen  or  more  heavy 
shots  struck  the  turret.  I  observed  about  this  time  that  when  I  wished  to  turn 
the  turret  it  was  necessary  to  rnn  up  the  steam  to  30  pounds  or  more.  I  did 
not  find  any  special  shots  which  appeared  to  make  the  turning  of  the  turret 
difficult  or  impopsible. 

QueatioD  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimere.  Did  you  obiierve,  in  your  examination 
of  the  turret  after  the  battle,  that  any  of  the  deep  indentations  upon  it  were 
Dear  the  bottom — say  within  a  foot  of  the  bottom? 

Answer.  There  was  one  about  that  distance ;  it  may  have  been  half  a  foot 
more  from  the  bottom ;  I  think  nearly  three  inches  in  depth ;  but  I  regarded  the 
general  effect  of  the  mass  of  metal  mrown  against  the  turret  as  the  canse  of 
requiring  a  greater  amount  of  steam. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  qiieations,  and  neither  the  court  nor 
Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged  after  his  testi- 
mony had  been  read  to  hisi. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court  that  there  were  no  other  witnesses  in 
the  case  in  the  vicinity  of  the  court,  and  that  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses 
to  which  interrogations  had  been  forwarded  in  acconlance  with  the  order  en- 
tered herein  on  the  15th  day  of  Jnne  last,  had  not  returned.  Chief  Engineer 
Stimers  here  stated  that  he  consented  that  the  court  should  adjourn  to  meet 
when  the  president  of  the  court  should  call  the  same  together  again,  and  that 
notice  of  tne  time  when  the  court  shall  nest  assemble  shall  be  given  to  Chief 
Engineer  Stimers.  It  being  uncertain  when  the  depositions  in  the  case  might 
return,  the  court  adjourned  to  meet  again  when  notified  to  that  effect  by  the 
president  of  the  court. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navv  Yard,  New  York, 

ThuTMday,  October  1,  1863. 
The  court  met.  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  last  m^-cting,  at  the  call 
•>f  the  president.     Present,  all  the  members  nikd  the  judge  advocate;  also  Chief 
Engineer  Stimers  and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  then  read  to  the  court  letters,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies  ; 

"New  York,  Augwt  30,  1863. 
"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  court  of  inquiry  on  Chief  Engineer 
A.  0.  Stimers,  having  examined  all  the  witnesses  present,  adjourned  on  the  8th 
of  July,  forwarding  to  the  department  interrogatories  for  other  witnesses  at  the 
Mutb,  to  which  no  answers  have  been  returned.  I  would  now  ii-spectfully  re- 
quest instructions  as  to  the  course  most  proper  to  be  taken  by  the  court  under 
these  circumstances. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 
"F.  H.  GREGORY, 
"  Rear- Admiral,  Prttident. 
••  Hnn.  GiDEUN  Wblles, 

"  Sxretary  of  the  Navy,  Watkinglon." 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 10 
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"Navy  Dbpartmknt, 
"  Waikington,  S^tetuber  1, 1863. 
"  Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  3<}th  ultimo  hae  been  received.    The  iotenogatona 
to  which  you  refer  vere  transmitted  by  the  deportmeat  to  Admiral  DaUgicD  od 
the  6tb  of  July,  and  have  not  jet  been  returned. 

"  It  will  be  for  the  court  to  decide,  after  communicaling  on  the  satnect  with 
the  officer  wbose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  it  is  actnaUy  nee» 
sary  or  not  to  await  the  answers  to  the  inteirogatories. 

"I  tun,  reepectftilly,  i 

"Q.  V.  POX, 
"  AcltMg  Sfcretary  of  tht  Nary.       ' 
"Rear- Admiral  F.  H.  Geeoohv,  U.  S.  N., 

"AVw  r<wi." 

The  president  of  tho  court  then  stated  that  the  interrogatoriea  and  cnss-iDte- 
rogatories  which  bad  been  forwarded  to  witnesses  at  the  south  had  not  been  ic- 
tumed.     The  court  thereupon  decided,  upon  the  request  of  the  judge  adrocau.    i 
that,  without  waiting  further  for  the  return  of  said  interrogatoriea,  the  jodg*    ; 
advocate  should  summons  any  witnesses  named  in  the  list  furnished  by  the  goT-    , 
emment  who  may  be  now  within  reach  of  the  court.    The  judge  advocate  um    '■■ 
called  as  a  witness  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  bong 
awom,  testified  as  follows: 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  what  your  tank  in 
the  navy  1 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  Rodgers,  and  I  am  a  captain  in  the  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  AJban  G.  Stimers,  a  diiel 
engineer  in  the  United  States  navyt     If  yea,  how  long  have  yoa  known  him  F   ' 

Answer.  I  met  him  first,  as  &r  sa  I  recollect,  last  winter,  in  New  YoA,  iria  ' 
the  Weehawken  was  fitting  out 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Were  yon  or  not  present  at  an  attack  msdt  | 
by  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  the  forte  and  batteries  at  Charleeton  W  ' 
bor,  South  Garohna,  on  the  7tb  of  April  lastT  If  yea,  to  what  vessd  wtn  | 
you  then  attached,  and  in  what  capacity,  and  did  the  vessel  to  which  yon  wot  ' 
attached  take  part  in  the  said  engagement  t 

Answer.  I  was  present  at  said  attack,  and  commanded  the  Monitor  We^w- 
ken,  which  took  part  in  said  engagement. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimc* 
that  the  attack  «f  the  7th  of  April,  1SC3,  on  the  forts  at  Charleston,  "oogfal  » 
have  been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect  I 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Queetion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Eogioea 
Stimers  that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  aforesaid  attack  "wet 
in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  said  attack,"  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  may  have  said  to  Mr.  Stimera  that  the  Weehawkra 
was  ready,  or  in  a  fit  condition,  to  renew  the  attnck,  which  was  my  opinion 
when  I  came  out  of  action.  I  do  not  recollect  saying  so  to  Mr,  Sthnert.  I 
recollect  ezpreesing  such  an  opinion,  and  Mr.  Stimers  may  have  heard  it,  or  I 
may  have  said  it  directly  to  him.     I  afterwards  changed  my  opinion. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engines  Slimefs 
or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels 
were,  after  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  "hot  for  renewing  the  eogase- 
ment,"  or  words  to  that  eSect  1 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

QnestioD  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Weehawken,  doiins  t^aaid  engage- 
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Answer.  She  did  receive  certain  injuries.  The  aide  armor  in  one  spot  was 
U-aren  off,  expoeing  the  wood.  It  waa  where  aeveral  shots  had  Btrack  almost 
immediately  in  the  same  place.  The  turret  had  heen  stopped  with  twenty-five 
poQuds  of  steam;  upon  raising  the  steam  to  thirty  ponnde  it  turned  again,  and 
seemed  to  work  satisfactorily.  Actually  it  did  haog  a  little,  but  I  would  not 
hare  hesitated  to  go  intu  action  with  it  again.  The  material  injury,  leaving;  out 
minor  ones,  was  that  a  shot,  striking  the  oase  of  the  turret,  had  broken  the  ring 
00  the  inside  of  that  base,  upon  which  the  gun-elide  rested,  leaving  me  in  doubt 
whether  the  gun-slide  would  not  give  way  in  case  of  using  the  guns.  I  have 
left  nut  minor  things.  There  was  a  small  hole  through  Uie  deck  in  the  coal- 
bonberB.  This  did  not  materially  injure  the  ship  for  ouz  purposes.  A  shot, 
itrack  the  base  of  the  pilot-house,  broke  the  bmsB  ring,  and  interfered  with  the 
tomiag  of  the  turret  to  Bome  extent,  but,  as  I  have  said  before,  after  using  a 
little  more  steam  it  started  again. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Uonitors,  on  Wednesday, 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1663,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  in  as 
good  condition  to  renew  the  attack  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
Wore  ?     If  nay,  BUte  why  not. 

Answer.  I  think  not.  In  the  Weehawken,  of  which  I  have  personal  knowl- 
edge, I  have  a  very  strong  conviction  the  band  on  the  inside  of  the  turret,  and 
which  supported  uie  gun-slide,  and  which  was  the  material  damage,  was  not 
repsired  the  nest  day.  The  side  armor  Was  not  repaired,  and  the  hole  in 
the  deck  was  not  repaired.  In  regard  to  the  other  ships  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge. 

QuestioD  by  the  judge  advocate.  In  your  opinion  could  the  Uonitors,  or  not, 
have  gone  into  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  or  on  the  6th  of  said  April,  bad  the  attack  been 
leoeiredt 
Answer.  Ify  opinion  is  that  they  could  not. 

QaestioQ  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day 
of  April,  1863,  hear  Bear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
to  lead  you  to  think  that  he  wa«  prejudiced  against  the  Uonitors.  or  that  ne  was 
iiDirilling,  from  prejudice,  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  t 

Auswer.  No;  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  I  think  he  did  give  them  a 
bir  trial. 

Qnestioa  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
tttxck  on  the  forts  andliatteries  at  Charleston  harborl     Was  it  on  earnest  one, 
or  otherwise  1 
Asswer.  It  was  an  earnest  attack. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  &ct,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  toe  grounds  of  the  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Bear- 
Admiml  DoPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Btimers,  which  have  been  read  to  yon  t 
If  yea,  state  all  that  yon  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  anvthlng  else.  Not  being  in  the  Arago,  I  could 
hive  no  knowledge  relating  lo  tnat  matter. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  counsel  kr 
Chief  Kngineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged 
sfter  his  testimony  had  heen  read  to  him. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  court,  it  thereupon  adjourned,  to 
meei  on  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 
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^AVAL  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  Nkw  York, 

Wednetday,  October  7,  1863. 

The  court  met  parsusnt  lo  tbe  adjonmment  of  October  1,  1863.  Pref^w. 
all  the  merabcm  of  tbe  court  and  the  jadge  advocate ;  aleo  present,  Chief  En- 
^eer  Stimera  and  his  counsel. 

The  judge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  tbe  last  meeting,  which  »<re 
approTed.  ' 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commodore  Thomas  Turner,  «< 
tbe  United  States  navy,  who,  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy  I 

Answer.  My  name  i^  Thomas  Turner,  and  1  em  a  commodore  in  the  DavT. 

Question  by  the  judge  advoiate.  Were  you  present,  and  did  you  take  part  in 
tbe  engagement  between  the  United  States  naval  forces  and  the  rebel  fbri^  tuf- 
batteriee  at  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  Ttb  of  April,  18631  If  yea,  what  vc.--^! 
or  ship  did  yon  then  command? 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  did  take  part  in  said  engagement.  I  commandti; 
the  frigate  New  Ironsides,  an  iron-clad,  but  not  a  Monitor. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Did  the  vessel  which  you  commanded  to 
tbe  aforesaid  attack  receive  any  injuries  during  said  attack?  If  so,  state  wiiii 
jucb  injuries  were. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  received  various  injuries.  She  lost  one  port  ^bnliei- 
shut  away.  She  had  one  of  her  plates  cracked  hy  a  shot.  She  bad  a  breechiu.' 
bolt  driven  in.  She  received  a  shot  on  her  beak,  which  twisted  it  a  little,  aoi: 
cracked  it.  Whenever  she  was  struck  in  her  wooden  work,  she  was  damagiii^ 
I  cannot  tell  how  many  times.  There  was  nothing  to  impair  her  efficiency  in 
the  slightest  degree,  either  in  her  iron  or  wood  work.  She  was  as  ready  1"  f ' 
into  the  fight  ten  miuuteH  afterwards  as  she  ever  was. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yow  ever  say  to  Chief  En^neer  f^ii- 
mers,  or  in  his  presence,  that  tbe  attack  on  the  forts  and  batteries  io  Charlci-i"!^ 
harbor,  made  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  •'• 
words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  Never.  I  never  bad  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers  about  i' 
at  all. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Mr.  Stimere,  or  in  bi- 
prei^enee  and  hearing,  that  the  conrnianaers  of  the  aforesaid  iron-clad  vc^rl- 
were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  word.-:" 
that  effect  T 

Answer.  No;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Eogineer  Ni- 
mcrB,oiin  bis  presence,  that  the  said  iron-clad  vesRels  were  in  a  fit  condiiioiii' 
renew  the  attack  of  tbe  7tb  of  April,  18G3,  or  words  to  that  eflectT 
Answer.  No;  never. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were,  or  not,  to  your  knowledge,  th*  il"  i- 
tors  in  as  good  condition  on  Wednesday,  tbe  8lh  day  of  April,  1863,  aftir  lii" 
had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew  Ihe  attack,  as  they  had  bii^  v 
commence  it  the  day  before? 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  on  the  subject.  I  did  not  K-nk  t- 
one  of  them  after  the  fight. 

Question  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  tlie  9*h  di^y -<r 
April,  1B63,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  be  do  anyiL.;..-- 
lo  Icaid  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  agunst  the  Monitors,  or  to  Iku!  }'■•''> 
to  think  he  was  nnwilMiig  to  give  tbcm  a  fair  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack  f 
Answer.  Never;  nothing. 
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Qnestion  by  ihe  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  not  a  pasBenger  on  board  the 
Arago  at  the  time  referred  to  in  the  charges  read  to  you  herein? 

Answer.  Xo,  *ir. 

Quv^tioQ  by  the  judge  advocate-  Do  you  know  of  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
tbiu<;  i-i^Ialing  to  the  chargee,  or  apcciticationH  of  charges,  made  by  Rear- Admiral 
Dul'iiiii  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimcrs,  which  have  been  read  to  youl  If 
fen,  I'l.ae  all  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

.iii^wer.  I  heard  Mr.  Stimers  s.iy  to  the  admiral  that  tbe  Moniiois  would  be 
ta  condition  by  five  o'clock  that  aAeruoon,  or  the  next  day,  to  renew  tbe  fight. 
I  think  this  conversation  was  the  8th  nf  April,  1863.  I  did  not  hear  bim  say 
anything  about  going  into  Charleston,  or  about  torpedoes  or  abgtructione. 

yacBtion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  the  Monitors 
have  gone  into  Charleston,  either  on  the  7th  of  April,  1S63,  or  on  tbe  6th  of 
juid  April,  had  the  attack  been  renewed,  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
■itk'troctions  J 

Answer.  No;  1  have  not  tbe  least  idea  that  they  conld. 

The  Judge  advocate  said  that  he  had  no  furtliec  questtone  to  aek  the  witueea. 

Qucption  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers-  Will  you  please  state  whether  any  shot 
or  sliell  entered  tbe  Irousides;  if  yea,  please  describe  the  effect  both  upon  and 
viiiiin  the  ship  ;  also  the  preparations  which  yon  bad  made  for  such  casnalttes; 
itJ*i  the  in  convenience  a  to  those  living  on  board  of  such  preparations  ? 

Answer.  No  i<hot  or  shell  entered  the  iron-clad  part  of  the  Ironsides.  Some 
r*rDQ  in  through  the  wood  work,  but  did  not  penetrate  the  sand  hags.  My  im- 
pnv»Lon  is  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  sand  hags  on  the  spar-deck,  I  should 
huve  lost  many  of  my  crew.  The  iron  plating  of  the  spar-deck  is  confined  to 
ihc  wooden  deck  above  it  by  iron  bolts,  half-screw.  There  were  about  thirty 
nt'  ihf*!:  bolts  over  each  gun.  Wherever  shots  struck  where  there  were  no  sand 
lia<rt<  the  bolts  would  be  driven  down  like  bullets ;  one  shot  did  strike  where 
there  were  no  sand  hag»,  and  tbe  bolts  underneath  were  driven  out  by  tbe  con- 
cuMion.  All  the  wood  work,  both  forward  and  abaft  the  iron  bulkhead,  was 
fiarricaded  by  sand  bags  eight  or  nine  feet  in  a  horizontal  direction  nearly  to  the 
\ifimi.  Immediately  before  going  into  fight  I  turned  the  hose  upon  tbe  sand 
twE*  both  fore  and  aft,  and  saturated  them  thoroughly  with  water  j  water  was 
'.■veral  inches  deep  in  my  cabin-  I  put  green  rawhides  on  the  spar-deck  fore 
and  aft,  making  a  carpet  of  them  from  one  end  of  tbe  ship  to  the  other ;  over 
Ihuw  a  layer  of  sand  bags  fore  and  aft,  as  far  as  each  iron  bulkhead  ;  these 
were  some  five  or  six  inches  thick.  After  the  fight  waa  over  it  could  he  seen 
•there  tbe  shot  strnek  tbe  eand  hags,  as  they  were  ripped  up  and  the  sand 
driven  in  all  directions.  These  preparations  caused  great  inconvenience.  Tbe 
''tatc-roome  were  filled  with  sand,  and  my  cabin,  and  the  hides  smelt  very  badly 
fnim  the  start. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  court 
nnr  the  judge  advocate  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged,  after  hie  tAti- 
inony  bad  been  read  to  him. 

The  jndge  advocate  then  called  as  a  witness  Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax, 
'if  ihe  United  States  navy,  who  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
ihe  navy  f 

Answer.  Hj  name  is  D.  UcN.  Fairfax,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

(jnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you,  or  not,  present  at  an  attack  made 
t>}' the  United  Stales  naval  forces  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor 
in  the  7th  of  April,  18G3;  if  yea,  what  vessel  did  ynu  then  command,  and 
"Si*  your  vessel  engaged  in  said  attack? 

Answer.  I  was  present  ttid  commanded  the  Hoattor  Nantucket;  she  took 
part  in  said  <fngageineat. 
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Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  iajariea,  if  any,  did  the  Monitor  Nan- 
tucket receive  in  the  foresaid  attack  ? 

AnHwer.  She  had  eight  bolti  of  her  emoke-box  carried  awaj' ;  the  tniret  under 
the  15-inch  port-hole  waa  pressed  in  bo  as  to  jam  the  port-Btopper,  pieveDting 
the  use  of  the  15-iach  gun  at  the  third  round.  It  Tequired  some  thirty-sis  hoan 
to  put  the  ^un  in  serviceable  order  so  as  to  be  available  ;  she  bad  one  severe 
cut  over  her  engine-room,  or  over  the  Andrews  pump ;  beyond  the  canTing 
away  of  some  of  the  clamps  to  the  11-incb  carriage  the  vessel  received  com- 
paratively little  damage,  having  been  struck  fifty-three  timea  in  her  strongest 
parts. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Albia 
C.  Stimers,  of  the  United  States  navy,  tnat  the  attack  made  od  the  forts  mi 
batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  "ought  to  have 
been  renewed,"  or  words  to  that  effect  t 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  that  the  iroD-clad 
vessels  engaged  in  making  the  aforesaid  attack  "  were  in  a  fit  condition  to  icneR 
the  said  attack,"  or  words  to  that  effect  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  aay  to  Chief  Enpneer  Stimere, 
or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  comraauders  of  the  said  iron-clad  veawlf 
were,  after  the  aforesaid  attack,  "hot  for  renewing  the  engagement."  or  words  tn 
that  effect  T 

Answer.  No.  ^ 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  in  as  good  cod- 
dition  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  nmt 
alight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  ihe  dav 
betbre  1 

Answer.  I  should  say  not;  the  repairs  were  not  completed  witliiu  twenlv- 
fonr  hours,  at  least  on  board  my  vessel. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  totn 
Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  or 
8th  day  of  April,  1863  ? 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  they  could  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9(h  div 
of  April,  1863,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
whicn  led  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitore,  or  thsl 
he  was  unwilling  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  jndge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  afortMid 
attack  made  on  the  forts  and  batteries  at  Charleston  harbor  ?  Was  it  an  eameel 
one  ^r  otherwise  ? 

AjiBwer.  It  waa  a  very  earnest  attack. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing  relating  to  the  Bpecifications  of  charges  made  by  Rear-Admiral  DnPont 
against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you  I  If  yea.  sutr 
all  you  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  why  the  aforesaid  attack  oi 
the  7th  of  April,  1863,  was  not  renewed  on  the  8tb  of  April,  1863T 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  not  having  any  knowledge  of  tbf 
admiral's  determinations  in  connexion  with  the  renewal  of  the  fight. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  queatione  to  ask  the  witDees,  and 
neither  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  nor  the  court  having  any,  the  wltmesa  vas  dis- 
cbaTged  after  bis  testimony  bad  been  read  to  him.  ^->  ■ 
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The  court  UiereopoD  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Thnnday,  tbe  8tfa  day  of  October' 
1863,  at  11  a.  m. 

Naval  Lvcbum,  Navv  Yard,  New  York, 

Thurtday,  October  8,  1863. 

The  court  met  purenaDt  to  the  adjoumment  of  yesterday.  Present,  all  the 
membeiB  of  the  conrt  and  the  jadge  adrocate ;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer 
Stimeie  and  hia  coanuel. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  jadge  advocate  then  called  as  a.  witness  Commander  A.  C.  Rhind,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  who  being  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  yonr  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  navy? 

Answer.  Uy  name  \n  A.  C.  Rhind,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

Qaestion  by  the  jndge  advocate.  Were  you  present,  and  did  you  take  part 
in  the  attack  made  by  the  United  States  naval  tbrces  on  the  forts  and  batteries 
in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  what  vessel  did 
yon  then  command  t 

Answer.  I  was  present  and  took  part  in  said  engagement,  and  commanded 
tbe  iron  dad-Keoknk.     She  was  not  a.  Monitor. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Keokuk  receive  any  injuries  in  the 
aforesaid  attack  I     If  yea,  state  what  those  injuries  were. 

Answer.  She  received  injuries  to  such  an  eitent  as  to  cause  her  sinking  the 
following  momjng.  She  was  penetrated  in  many  places  near  the  water-line,  on 
her  bows,  sides,  turret,  quarter,  nud  all  parts  of  tbe  ship. 

QuestioD  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  Chief  Engineer  Alban  C. 
•Stimen,  of  tbe  United  States  navy  1     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  know  the  gentleman,  and  have  known  him  since  some  time 
last  fall. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  nay  to  Chief  Engineer  Stimers 
ibit  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  making  the  attack  on  the  forts  and  bat- 
teries in  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  of  April  laat  were  in  a  fit  condition  to 
renew  the  said  attack,  or  words  to.that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Qnestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer 
Siimers  that  the  aforesaid  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  "ought  to  have  been 
renewed,"  or  words  to  that  efiect  T 

Answer.  No. 

Qnestion  by  tbe  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer 
f^iimers,  or  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  aforesaid 
iron-dad  vessels  were,  after  tbe  said  attack,  "hot  for  renewing  tbe  engagement," 
or  words  to  that  effect  T 

Answer.  No.  I  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Stimers  on  tbe  subject  nor  in 
his  hearing,  that  I  know  of.  I  left  the  squadron  the  evening  of  the  next  day 
■fler  the  action. 

Qaestion  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  or  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  intq 
Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  of 
April,  1863,  or  on  the  Sth  of  said  ApriH 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  very  few  of  them  would  have  gone  in  or  come  out. 

Quesrion  by  the  judge  advocate.  State  the  nature  of  tbe  obstructions  which 
prevented  the  Monitors  irom  entering  tbe  harbor  as  far  as  Charleston. 

Answer.  I  did  not  examine  the  obstructions  sufficiently  so  as  to  say  of  my 
own  knowledge  what  tbe  nature  of  the  obstructions  was.  I  can  only  state 
what  they  were  supposed  to  be.  I  saw  what  I  supposed  to  he  a  cable  stretched 
across  in  a  line  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  This  cable  was  supported  by 
buoys  at  short  intervals.     Further  up  the  harbor,  and,  as  nearly  as  I  conU 
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judge,  extending  acroHB  the  esstem  channel,  and  partially  orec  the  weBtern 
aide,  and  also  on  the  ehoal  hetween  Snmter  and  CummingB'e  Point,  rovg  of 
piles  were  seen.  I  had  a  better  view  of  the  row  between  Samter  and  Cum- 
minge's  Point.  The  other  rows  were  at  a  dietance  of  over  a  mile,  I  riioiild 
judge,  and  conld  not  be  veiy  distinctly  seen.  The  means  of  obeerration  were 
vety  limited  on  board  all  the  veescls  engaged  in  naid  attack,  being  from  Bhta  or 
sight-holeB  in  the  pilot-bonae.  I  had  also  an  occasional  view  from  the  hatch 
overhead,  which  1  left  open  for  that  purpose.   • 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  or  not  the  Monitors  in  aa  good  condi- 
tion on  Wednesday,  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  nndeigone  wnie 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  bad  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  go  on  board  of  any  of  the  Monitors  subsequent  to  the 
action  ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the  action,  on  board  the  Ironsides,  the  flag-*hip, 
I  met  most  of  the  commanders  of  the  Monitors,  and  from  what  was  saidbr 
them  I  judged  the  Monitors  were  not  fit  to  renew  the  attack  immediately. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aiorea«id 
attack  t     Was  it  an  earnest  one  or  otherwise  1 

Answer.  It  was  as  earnest  ae  the  meaus  used  could  make  it — as  eame«i  af 
the  character  of  the  vessels  employed  could  make  it. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.    Did  you  ever  hear  Rear-Admintl  DnPoot 
say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything,  prior  to  the  9th  day  of  April,  1863,  to 
lead  you  to  think  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he  vu 
unwilling  to  give  them  >i  fair  trial  in  the  aforesaid  attack  1 
Answer.  No ;  neither. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  at 
thing  relating  to  the  specifications  of  cha^s  made  by  Rear-Admiral  DuPuni 
against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  you  ?  If  yes.  lilaK 
all  you  know  in.  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  whatever  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  tbe 
charges  which  it  is  alleged  occurred  on  board  the  Arago,  where  I  was  not. 

The  judge  advocate  having  no  further  questions,  and  neither  the  court  om 
Chief  Engineer  Stimere  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged,  after  his  tefti- 
mony  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  judge  advocate  then  called  ae  a  witness  Commander  John  Dowon.  ot 
the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  testiiied  as  follows  : 

Question  by  the  judge  adi'ocatc.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  is 
the  navy  1 

Answer.  My  name  is  John  Downes,  and  I  am  a  commander  in  the  United 
States  navy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  or  not  present  at  on  attack  nudr 
on  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor  by  the  United  States  nsTal 
forces  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863  i  If  yea,  what  vessel  or  ship  did  yoo 
then  command,  and  did  such  vessel  take  part  in  said  attack  7 

Answer.  I  was  present,  and  I  commanded  the  Monitor  Nabant,  and  she  loot 
part  in  said  attack. 

Question  hy  the  judge  advocate.  Did  the  Monitor  Nohant  receive  any  in- 
juries in  the  aforesaid  attack!     If  yea.  state  what  such  injuries  were. 

Answer.  She  did.  She  had  her  turret  stopped  by  a  couple  of  shot  striking 
on  the  composition  ring  at  the  base  of  the  pilot-house,  and  driving  it  down  idUi 
the  intersection  between  the  pilot-house  and  tiie  turret.  She  had  a  Urge  iwn 
plate  driven  off  the  inside  of  the  pilot-house,  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of 
Steadying  the  pilot-houae  in  position,  and  injuring  somewhat  the  steering  geu- 
She  had  anotlier  large  iron  apron,  which  was  placed  over  one  of  the  iron  brat-* 
of  the  turret  for  the  pnrpoKe  of  keeping  it  down  ;  tliis  was  knocked  nearly  oi. 
She  lost  some  eighty-three  holts  out  of  her  pilot-house  «^  tnnet.     A  large 
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piece  was  c«t  out  of  the  annorcd  part  of  the  Bmoke-stack  abaft,  breaking  the 
gniiDg  inside  and  dropping  it  below.  The  decks  were  cot  through  in  two  or 
three  places.  There  wag  no  other  material  injury  that  1  can  recollect  at  preaent. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  the  injuries  referred  to  in  your  last 
answer  repaired  either  on  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  April,  1863  1  If  ho,  to  what 
extent  1 

Answer.  They  were  not  repaired  either  on  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  April,  1863. 
They  were  partially  repaired  by  the  evening  of  the  8th  ;  tnat  is,  we  were 
enabled  to  turn  the  turret  fay  5  p.  m.  of  the  8th.  That  was  the  extent  of  the 
repairs,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  that  the  Nahant  had  received  at  that  time. 
I  will  add.  that  it  required  a  force  of  over  thirty-three  pounds  of  steam  to  turn 
il  then. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Alban 
C.  Stimera,  of  the  United  States  navy,  that  the  iron-clad  vessels  engaged  in  ma- 
king the  aforesaid  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor  were 
in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  attack,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  ever  state  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mere  that  the  said  attack  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  "  ought  to  have  been  re- 
newed," or  words  to  that  effect  ? 

Answer.  No;  I  uever  did. 

Qnestinn  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  ever  say  to  Chief  Engineer  Sti- 
mcrs,  or  in  his,  presence  and  hearing,  that  the  commanders  of  the  aforesaid 
imn-clsd  vessels  were,  after  the  attack  aforesaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engage- 
ment," or  words  to  that  effect! 

Answer    No;   I  never  did. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were,  or  not,  the  Monitors  in  as  good  con- 
dition on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  after  they  had  undergone  some 
flight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack,  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before  ( 

Answer.  I  can  only  answer  for  the  Nahant,  and  she  was  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could  not  the  Monitors  have  gone  into 
Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions,  either  on  the  7th  or  8th 
days  of  April,  1863  J 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State  the  nature  of  the  obetmctionB  in 
Charleston  harbor,  which  prevented  the  Monitors  from  entering  as  far  as 
Charleston. 

Answer,  I  cannot  name  them.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were.  I  saw  what 
I  took  to  be  piles  driven  in  two  or  three  rows,  across  from  Sumter  towards  bat- 
tery Bee.     1  saw  no  others. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9th  day  of 
April,  1863,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
which  led  you  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  he 
vas  anwilling  to  give  them  a  foir  trial  in  the  afores^d  attack  } 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  say  anything,  nor  did  he  do  anything,  to  give  me 
that  impression. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  aforesaid 
attack  t     Was  it  an  earnest  one,  or  otherwise  1 

Answer.  It  was  decidedly  an  earnest  one,  I  should  say. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thing,  relaring  to  the  charges  or  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Rear-Admiral 
DuPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  which  have  been  read  to  youl  If 
yea,  state  all  you  may  know  in  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  more. 

The  judge  advocato  said  he  had  no  further  questions  to  ask.  ^|,  QqqqI^- 
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Croit-examintd  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimeri. 

QneBtioD  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Yon  have  stated  that  the  deck  irf  the 
Nahant  waa  cut  tfarongb  in  Wq  or  three  places,  in  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  AprQ. 
last.  Will  yon  please  describe,  as  exactly  aayou  con,  the  nature,  size,  Bu.,  of 
the  boles  tbuB  cut  through  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  give  yon  an  idea  of  the  size.  1  do  not  recollect  it.  TIk 
plating  was  cut  through.  I  think  the  deck  was  crashed  in  underneath.  The 
plating  had  to  be  renewed  over  the  injured  places.  When  I  Bay  the  deck  nu 
crushed  in,  I  mean  the  wood  work  was  crashed  beneath.  The  plating  was  cut 
through,  but  there  was  no  hole  through  the  wood  work. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  You  have  stated  that  the  only  repaii 
effected  on  board  of  your  ship  on  the  day  after  the  fight  was  that  of  putting  the 
turret  io  sncb  condition  that  it  could  be  turned  by  steam.  Were  the  other  inja- 
lies  of  a  character  which  rendered  your  vessel  unfit  for  action!  If  yea,  stale 
in  what  manner  they  thus  unfitted  her. 

Answer.  I  bare  stated  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  such  was  the  onl; 
repair.  The  injury  to  the  turret  wae  not  sufficiently  repaired  to  permit  ihr 
vessel  to  go  into  action  on  the  day  following  the  fight,  as  it  required  a  force  of 
Bomething  over  thirty-three  pounds  of  steam  to  turn  the  turret  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to  in  my  evidence.  Moreover,  the  pilasters  covering  the  bolt-beads  inside 
the  turret,  and  the  curtain  which  bung  round  the  turret,  were  down.  The 
apron  referred  to  as  keeping  in  place  the  brace  of  the  turret  had  not  been  re- 
faatened  in  its  place.  It  to<^  a  long  time — I  do  not  recollect  how  long — to  tnni 
the  tniret.  It  took  some  three  mmntes  to  make  a  complete  revolution  of  the 
turret,  after  the  repairs,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect.  Ihe  injury  to  the  apran 
which  held  the  brace  of  the  turret  In  place  waa,  in  my  judgment,  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  unfit  the  vessel  for  action,  because  the  same  brace,  I  believe,  kept 
in  place  one  of  the  tracks  of  the  IS-inch  gun.  Moreover,  had  it  come  off,  I 
think  the  turret  on  that  side  would  have  settled  on  the  gearing  below.  There 
waa  a  decided  uncertainty  aa  to  the  turning  of  the  turret,  with  any  preeeur; 
which  we  applied. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Were  any  of  the  injuries  of  such  a 
character  as  unfitted  your  vessel  for  action,  excepting  that  which  prevented  the 
tnrret  from  turning  and  the  injury  to  the  apron  T 

Answer.  There  was  no  other  injury  whidj,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  pre- 
vented her  going  into  action  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  April,  1863,  had  tbe 
emergency  called  for  it ;  her  steering  gear  was  bent,  and,  in  my  opinion,  an- 
reliable;  tbe  pilot-house  was  very  much  injured,  partially  unbolted;  the  platei 
oat  of  place;  the  apron  referred  to  in  my  evidence  before,  as  steadying  it  in 
place,  waa  still  off;  I  think  the  bolt-heads  were  partially  uncovered  by  the 
pilasters  being  down  in  the  pilot  house. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  having  no  further  questions  to  ask,  and  neither  the 
court  nor  the  judge  advocate  having  any,  the  witness  was  discharged  afW  h'u 
testimony  had  been  read  to  him. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimers  here  stated  to  the  court  that  he  bad  important  official 
duties  to  perform  on  Friday,  the  9th  instant,  and  thereupon  the  court  adjourned, 
to  meet  on  Saturday,  the  10th  day  of  October.  1863,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

Naval  Lyceum,  Navy  Yard,  Nbw  York, 

Salmrday,  October  10,  1863. 
llie  conn  met  ptusnant  to  tbe  adjournment  of  the  8th  mstant.     Present,  all 
the  members  and  tbe  judge  advocate;  also  preaeut.  Chief  Eng^eer  Stimera  and 
his  counsel. 
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The  jndge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  the  laat  meeting,  which  were  ap- 
prored. 

The  jndge  advocate  then  called  a«  a  witneas  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgen, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  who,  being  sworn,  testified  ae  follows; 

Qoefltion  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  what  your  rank  in 
the  aavy? 


Answer.  Uy  name  ia  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  and  1  am  a  commander  in  the  uavy. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Were  you  present  at  an  attack  made  by  the 

Cnited  States  naval  Utrcea  on  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  on 


the  Tth  of  April,  18631  If  yea,  did  you  take  pari  in  said  engagementi  and  in 
what  capaci^  T 

Answer.  I  was  present.  I  did  take  part  in  said  engagement,  and  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  fleet  captain. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  you  know  Chief  Engine<^^  Alban  C.  Sti- 
mere,  of  the  Uuit«d  States  navy?     If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  I  do  know  him.  1  have  known  him  since  he  came  to  the  South 
Atlan^c  blockading  sqnadron,  some  weeks  prior  to  the  attack  of  the  7th  of 
April  lasL 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  by  whose  authority  and 
dinction  Chief  Knginccr  Stimers  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  stt^amsihip  Arago, 
during  the  passage  of  said  steamer  from  Port  Royal,  Sontli  Curoliua,  to  Kew 
York  city,  between  the  11th  and  l.'ith  days  of  April,  18G3. 

Answer.  I  understood  it  was  by  the  authority  of  Admiral  DuPoni,  to  whom 
he  applied  to  take  passage  in  that  vessel. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  you  have  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
the  condition  of  the  Monitors  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  1863 1  If  yea,  state  what 
thfir  condition  then  was  for  renewing  the  attack. 

Answer.  I  did  not  ricit  them  on  the  8th.  I  heard  the  statements  of  their 
cominandera.  I  rememher  tu  have  seen  the  holts  protruding  from  the  turret  of 
the  Xahant,  as  she  came  out  of  action  ou  the  Tth  of  April,  1863.  I  heard,  also, 
statementa  from  Chief  Engineer  Sdmere.  Not  having  visited  them,  my  knowl- 
edge is  not  so  exact  as  those  who  commanded  them. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Could,  or  not,  the  Monitors,  in  your  opinion, 
have  gone  into  Charleston  either  on  the  7th  or  8th  day  of  April,  1863 1  If  nay, 
state  why  not. 

Answer.  I  think  they  could  not  have  delivered  any  attack  ou  Charleston  on 
the  $th,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  sncceas.  I  formed  this  opinion  irom  the 
fact  [hat  the  channel  was  obstructed,  and  in  endeavoring  to  force  those  obstruc- 
tions the  Monitors  would  have  been  exposed  to  a  fire  which  they  could  not 
withstand  without  being  disabled.  During  the  time  which  they  were  under  the 
heaviest  fire,  which  was  less  than  an  hour,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  several  of 
the  Monitors  were  whoUy  or  in  part  disabled  in  their  guns  and  turrets,  and  a 
persistence  in  the  attack  on  the  fallowing  day  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  ended 
in  disaster. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
structione  whieh  prevented  the  Monitofs  from  entering  the  harbor  as  far  as 
Cbarle«ton. 

Answer.  To  the  heat  of  my  belief  they  consisted  of  bnoys,  suspending  a 
net-work,  intended  to  fbul  the  screws  of  the  Monitors  and  hold  them  entangled 
noder  fire.  We  could  only  see  the  buoys.  I  was  led  to  suppose,  that  the  net- 
work was  attached  to  them  from  statements  of  deserters,  and  knowing  that  such 
a  system  of  obstructioiu  had  been  proposed  by  engineers.  There  was  also  a  row 
of  piling  which  we  auppoeed  to  be  across  the  middlo  ground  ;  whether  it  crossed 
the  deepest  water  or  not  f  cannot  say.  We  also  had  information  that  torpedoes, 
iOBK  of  them  of  extraordinary  size,  had  been  laid  down  in  the  approaches :  as 
•  '  o 
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to  tho  trutli  of  their  being  torpedoes,  I  boA,  of  course,  ao  knowledge  at  the  time. 
Since  the  attack,  I  have  seen  a  letter,  captured  in  the  Atlantic,  from  au  office 
who  was  in  Fort  Sumter  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  wlio  stated  to  hie  correspond' 
ent  tliat  Captain  Gheves,  the  officer  who  bad  charge  of  placing  the  tor|>fdn«, 
had  informed  him  that  had  he  himself  placed  the  IronsiaeB,  and,  I  think,  anme 
other  vesBele,  he  could  not  have  put  her  more  precisely  over  the  largest  torpedo. 
My  impression  is,  that  be  conveyed  the  idea  that  she  was  over  the  torpedd  for 
some  time,  but  that  he  could  not  make  it  explode ;  there  was  some  trouble  n'ilh 
the  wire. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  To  the  fire  of  what  forts  and  hatterieii  wonld 
the  Monitors  have  been  exposed  had  they  become  entangled  in  the  network  to 
which  you  have  referred  'i 

Answer.  To  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter,  Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Bee,  and,  I 
think,  to  Fort  Beauregard  and  the  battery  on  Curamings's  Point. 

Question  by  ihe  judge  advocate.  Had  the  enemy  any  vessels -of- war  in 
Cliarleston  harbor  at  the  time  of  the  aforesaid  attack  ?  If  yea,  state  how  many, 
and  where  in  said  harbor  they  were  stationed. 

Answer.  They  bad  the  iron-clads  Chicora  aud  Palmetto  State ;  what  other 
vessels  they  had  I  do  not  know ;  they  were  understood  to  be  near  the  piling  nf 
the  middle  ground. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  What  was  the  character  of  the  attack  made 
on  the  torts  and  batteries  m  Charleston  harbor  on  the  7th  of  April,  1863  !  W»j 
it  an  earnest  one,  or  otherwise  1 

Answer.  1  thought  it  a  very  earnest  one,  and  very  gallantly  delivered. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  State,  if  you  know,  the  reasons  why  the 
attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  was  not  renewed  on  the  following  day. 

Answer.  Tho  movement  of  the  vessels  on  the  7th  was  ordered  to  take  plate 
at  noon,  the  pilots  refusing  to  move  before  that  hour  on  accouut  of  the  tide. 
The  iron-clad  fleet  was  detained  for  an  hour  and  a  half  by  the  Weehawkni 
fouling  her  anchor  and  being  unable  to  niove.  In  passing  up  the  channel  diffi- 
culty wBi>  found  in  steering  the  Ironeidea,  which  fell  off  in  consequence  of  the 
current,  and  we  were  obliged  to  drop  an  anchor  in  order  to  bring  her  head  in 
the  right  direction.  It  was  very  quickly  raised  aud  the  ship  was  pushed  np 
stream,  when  the  Wcehawken,  which  had  turned  off  from  the  obstruction,  (she 
was  the  leading  vesset,)  came  across  the  Ironsides's  how,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  atop  again.  There  was  some  confusion  in  the  line—  the  Calskill  and  the 
Nantucket  came  in  collision  with  the  Ironsides ;  the  Patapsco  with  diffirolty 
avoided  her.  Tho  Ironsides  was  in  very  shoal  water,  having  leKa  than  a  foot 
under  her.  Admiral  DuPont  asked  me  llie  time  ;  it  was  nearly  S  o'clock.  He 
said,  "  It  is  too  late  to  force  our  way  in  to-night ;  haul  off  and  we  will  reoe" 
the  attack  early  to-morrow."  I  directed  the  flag. lieutenant  to  moke  ihe  ?ign«l 
to  withdraw  from  action.  All  the  vesfels  had  theu  been  under  a  severe  fire,  I 
think  the  Keokuk,  Passaic, and  Nahant  had  been  compelled  to  turn  off  temporarily 
in  consequence  of  injuries  received  at  that  time.  When  we  withdrew  from  the 
attack  I  had  no  thought  that  it  wa^  (o  be  abandoned,  and  I  am  convinced  nf 
Admiral  DuPont's  thorough  intention  to  renew  it  on  the  following  day-  ITie 
Ironsides  anchored  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner,  and,  passing  out  of  the  pitot-honse, 
I  received  tho  reports  from  tlie  different  commanders  of  the  different  vp^^els. 
Up  to  tiiat  time  I  did  not  know  that  tho  vessels  had  been  seriously  injnivd,  the 
Ironsides  having  not  been  disabled  or  materially  hurt.  Captain  Rhind,  in  the 
Keokuk,  passed  first,  and  liailed  to  say  his  vessel  was  disabled.  I  saw  mysrll 
that  she  was  completely  riddled.  Captain  Downes',  in  the  Nahant,  next  hailed 
tu  say  that  his  turret  was  disabled  and  would  not  turn,  and  that  his  pilot-honw 
was  badly  injured.  The  Passaic  made  a  signal  that  h<>r  Xl-iach  gun  was  dis- 
abled ;  the  Nantucket,  that  her  15-inch  gun  was  disabled.  The  first  vessel:".  «£ 
they  passed  us,  were  directe3  by  me  to  pass  out  of  range  of  the  enemy'*  gun*- 
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atid  kDcfaar.  After  they  hftd  paeeed,  the  Ironeidi's  g»t  aiider  way  and  dropped 
nnt  of  range.  The  enn  haa  then  »et,  and  after  dxrk  the  captains  of  the 
different  vepsels  came  on  board  and  reported  the  condition  of  tlie  vessels.  Ad- 
miral BuPont  heard  their  reports ;  left  the  captains  talking  with  me,  and  went 
to  bed,  eipreBBing  no  opinion  whatever,  to  the  be«t  of  my  recollection.  I  saw 
him  no  more  that  night.  Early  the  nt^Tt  morning  he  informed  me  that,  having 
c'i)ii>idereil  the  reports  of  the  commanders  and  the  circamstances  of  the  engage- 
ment, he  had  come  to  a  positive  determination,  which  would  not  be  reversed,  that 
be  lind  decided  not  to  renew  the  attack  ;  that  the  vessels  conid  nnt  endure  the 
fire  to  which  they  would  be  exposed,  and  that  a  persistance  would  lead  to  dia- 
setrous  re-'ulls,  and  could  not  be  ^necessful.  That  was  the  snbstance  of  what 
1  learned  from  him ;  he  seemed  desirouH  not  to  commit  myself  or  any  other 
eommander  to  any  re»!poDBibitity  in  the  matter,  and  therefore  oeked  no  opinion 
from  me.  and,  to  the  best  of  my  be'ief,  from  no  one  else.  I,  however,  told  him 
tbxt  althongli  this  was.  a  great  disappointment  and  sorrow  to  me,  that  nevertlie- 
lees  my  viewg  corresponded  with  hie,  and  I  afterwards  heard  every  commandiue 
officer  who  was  engaged  in  the  action  express  the  opinion  that  the  action  could 
not  Iiave  been  enccessfully  renewed.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  was  energetic,  and 
active,  and  prompt  in  his  efforts  to  repair  the  vessela,  and  expressed  to  me  hia 
opinion  that  the  vessela  could  be  made  ready  for  the  action  dnriug  the  8tli.  I 
think  he  said  by  noon. 

Qneation  by  the  judge  advocate.  Did  yon  at  any  time  prior  to  the  9tli  day  of 
April,  1863,  hear  Rear-Admiral  DuPont  say  anything,  or  did  he  do  anything, 
to  lead  yon  to  think  that  he  was  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors,  or  that  from 
prejudice  he  was  unwilling  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  in  the  attack  of  the  7tfa  of 
April  last  t 

Answer.  Meesing  with  Admiral  DuPont,  iind  from  my  position  as  fleet  cap- 
uin,  he  conversed  very  freely  with  me  in  relation  to  subjects  pertaioiug  to  the 
M{Dadron  and  the  expected  attack.  Prior  to  the  engagement  of  the  Monitors  in 
the  Ogeechee,  I  think  he  was  very  strongly  prejudiced  in  their  &vor;  the  cir- 
cnmstancea  of  that  attack  led  him  to  doubt  their  aggressive  power  against  bat- 
teries, made  him  conacions  of  the  weakness  of  their  decks,  of  the  trouble  arising 
from  the  method  of  fastening  their  turrets,  and  led  him  to  believe  that  he  had 
overrated  their  powers.  I  do  not  think  he  was  prejudice^l  against  them ;  he 
wonld  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more  of  them,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  the 
government  to  furnish  them.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  certainly  he  was  not  un- 
willing to  give  them  a  fair  trial,  and  in  my  opinion  they  were  fairly  tried. 

QnestioD  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  any,  and  what,  ojiportunity  afforded 
during  the  attack  of  the  7th  of  April  last  to  tost  the  efficiency  of  certain  sub- 
martue  sheila  in  forcing  obstructions  concealed  in  the  harbor  ? 

Answer.  The  sub-marine  shells  were  not  used  at  all,  Tlie  admiral  and  the 
commanding  officers  generally  believed  that  whatever  might  he  the  merits  of 
these  shells  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  judicious  or  justifiable  lo 
affix  them  to  the  bows  of  the  Monitors  inteaded  to  operate  in  s<juadron.  in  a 
narrow  channel  and  rapid  tide-way,  where  collisions  were  Eo  be  expected,  and 
where  those  percussion  shells  might  be  as  dangerous  Ui  friend  as  foe.  Each  of 
Clii-se  shells  contained  several  hundred  pounds  <if  powder,  I  believe. 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Was  any,  and  what,  opportunity  afforded  for 
testing  the  efficiency  of  certain  niits  to  be  used  in  forcing  obstructions  at  or 
about  the  time  of  the  aforesaid  attack  ? 

Answer.  Those  rafts  *wen^  brought  by  the  Ericsson  to  Port  Royal.  Shortly 
after  their  arrival  Captain  John  Uodgers,  of  the  Weekawken,  was  ordered  tu 
affix  one  of  these  raits  to  the  how  of  his  vessel  and  experiment  with  it.  He 
tried  it  without  the  shell.  After  we  reached  Edisto,  a  few  days  before  the  at- 
tack. Admiral  DuPont  directed  me  lo  ask  the  iron-clad  cotnmanflers  to  assemble 
OQ  board  the  Weehawken  and  to  have  one  of  the  rafts  affixed  to  the  bows  of 
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thst  Teasel,  to  move  her  in  a  tide-way  in  order  th&t  these  commuidiiig  offieere 
might  become  acquainted  with  these  rafta  and  the  appliances.  Chief  Engineer 
Sttmera  was  also  on  board  the  Weekawken.  The  vessel  was  got  ander  war  and 
the  raft  tried,  but  it  was  somewhat  late  and  the  channel  somewhat  ciY)wdea,aiid 
after  moving  a  short  distance  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  anchor.  In  the  attack 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  the  commanding  officers  generally  preferred  to  be 
without  a  raft.  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  Die  Weehawken,  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  attach  one  with  grapnel  hanging  from  it  to  his  vessel,  without  the  shell, 
but  declared  to  me  explicitly  that  without  a  positive  order  to  affix  the  sheU.  he 
would  not  attach  it  to  the  raft.  Chief  Engineer  Stimera  expressed,  with  great 
earnestness,  his  conviction  that  the  shell  might  be  attached  with  advantage  and 
might  render  important  service  to  ua,  aud  urged  that  they  should  be  used. 
Without  doubting  his  judgment  as  an  engineer,  we  preferred  to  trust  our  nautical 
judgment  as  to  the  expediency  of  attaching  such  percussion  shell  to  the  howB 
of  vessels  destined  to  operate  together  in  the  narrow  channels  and  rapid  currents 
of  which  I  have  spoken.  ■ 

Question  by  the  judge  advocate.  Do  yon  know  any  other  fact,  matter,  or 
thin^  pertaining  to  the  grounds  of  the  specifications  of  charges  made  by  Bear- , 
Admiral  DuPont  agunst  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  which  have  been  read  to  you  t 
If  yea,  state  all  you  may  know  iu  relation  thereto. 

Answer.  Nothing  occurs  to  me- 

The  judge  advocate  said  he  had  no  fhrther  qneations  to  aak  the  witnesa. 

Orost-txamintd  hg  lit  eountd  ^  Chief  Engineer  Stiatere. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  What  precise  position  did  you  occupy 
on  board  the  Ironsides  during  the  conflict  of  the  7th  of  April,  1863,  and  did 
you  leave  that  vessel  during  the  day  1 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  pilot-honae  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  did  not 
leave  the  vessel  during  the  day. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  You  have  spoken  of  receiving  repniti 
from  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clads  as  they  passed  the  Ironsides  whilst  re- 
tiring from  action.  Did  they  all  pass  yon  whilst  so  retiring  1  If  not,  please 
state  the  exception  or  exceptions. 

Answer.  After  the  aignal  was  made  to  withdraw  from  action,  the  IrouNdes 
was  gotten  out  of  shoid  water  and  anchored,  as  I  have  stat«d  before.  1%e 
enemy  ceased  to  fire  at  her,  and  soon  ceased  to  fire  at  the  vessels  which  were 
above  her.  I  think  all  the  vessels  passed  her  before  she  eot  under  way  to  more 
down  to  her  berth  for  the  night.  The  £eoknk  and  Nonant  only  huled ;  the 
Passaic,  Patapsco,  and  Nantucket  reported  their  gnna  disabled  by  signal.  Any 
reports  which  were  made  to  me  were  not  in  virtne  of  my  own  authority,  bat  as 
fleet  captain  aud  the  agent  of  my  superior. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  About  what  length  of  time  elapsed 
between  the  exhibition  of  your  signal  to  retire  from  action  and  the  tinoe  when 
the  last  of  the  irou-cloda  poesed  the  Ironsides  t 

Answer.  I  have  no  memoranda.  I  have  never  thought  to  fix  the  time.  I 
should  say  twenty  minutes,  possibly  more.  Those  first  iu  action  were  first  oat. 
I  think  each  of  the  Monitors  was  about  the  same  time  under  the  heavy  fire. 
The  Keokuk  was  not  of  the  Monitor  class.  She  was  the  last  vessel  of  the  line, 
the  closest  engaged,  and  was  soon  placed  in  on  almost  sinking  condition. 

Qnestton  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  How  long  prior  to  the  7th  of  AfKiI  had 
you  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  buoys  and  piles  forming,  as  you  believed, 
obstmctions  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  ? 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  action  my  knowledge  was  uot  positive  and  was  very  in- 
definite. I  had  gathered  from  the  deserters  and  others  whom  I  hod  exainincd 
the  belief  as  to  the  existence  of  the  piles.    The  information  as  to  the  floatinc 
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obetrnctione  wtm  conflicting  and  unsatiefoctory.  We  did  not  know  what  to  ex- 
pect. I  expected  we  would  be  able  to  make  oar  way  into  the  harbor  so  as  to 
attack  Fort  Sumter  on  ita  northwest  face. 

Qneetion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimere.  Did  yon  have  each  information,  prior 
to  the  7th,  as  led  yoa  to  believe  that  there  were  buoys  with  network  snui  as 
yon  have  described  obstmcting  the  barbor  T 

Answer.  Oar  information  was  vagne  and  indefinite;  I  thought  we  might  find 
floating  cordage  intended  to  fool  our  propellers;  I  did  not  Imow  how  it  would 
be  armnged,  nor  that  it  actually  existed. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Did  the  engagement  of  the  7th  disclose 
to  yoa  or  Admiral  DuPont  the  existence  of  obstmctions  from  network,  or  trom 
piles,  with  which  yon  were  previously  unacquainted.  And  if  you  answer  yea, 
etate  what  in  particular  was  disclosed,  and  by  whom,  and  on  what  vessel  dis- 
covered. 

Answer.  Before  the  action  of  the  7th  we  only  knew  vaguely  that  there  was 
some  arrangement  of  ropes 'to  foul  the  screws  of  the  vessels;  during  the  en- 
gagement we  discovered  the  close  arrangement  of  buoys,  which  we  supposed 
•  nispended  this  system  of  ropes,  but  the  ropes  themselves  we  could  not  st% ; 
our  belief  in  their  existence  was  simply  conjectural;  such  a  system  has  been 
malured  and  described  for  the  defence  of  harbor*  Mr  impression  is,  that  the 
buoys  were  seen  by  the  vessels  generally  ;  my  own  knowledge  of  them  was 
gained  chiefly  from  Captain  John  Bodgers,  who  was  very  near  them,  and  re- 
ported them  minutely. 

Qoeation  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimere.  Did  his  report  of  their  existence  con- 
firm  your  previous  belief  on  that  subject  1 

Answer.  The  knowledge  that  I  had  prior  to  the  attack  was  not  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  form  a  belief;  I  thought  we  might  find  buoys  supporting  floating 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimere.  Did  Captain  John  Bodgera,  in  report- 
ing any  obstructions  of  thb  character,  state  that  the  action  of  his  propeller  was 
impeded  or  destroyed  during  the  action,  and  when  did  he  first  nuke  any  such 
report  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  Captain  John  Bodgers,  at  that  time,  re- 
ported that  his  propeller  had  been  impeded;  after  returning  to  Port  Boyal  he 
round  some  rope  on  his  propeller,  whicti  was  cut  off  by  a  diver;  I  do  not  know 
where  that  rope  came  from. 

Qoestion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  When  Admiral  DnPont  stated,  as  yoa 
have  testified,  "  it  is  too  late  to  force  our  way  in  to-night,  haul  off,  and  we  will 
renew  the  attack  early  to-morrow,"  did  yon  understand  him  to  mean  it  is  too 
late  to  force  onr  way  into  the  harbor  and  beyond  the  supposed  obstructions? 
If  not,  what  did  you  understand  him  to  mean  by  the  phrase  "it  is  too  late  to 
force  our  way  int" 

Answer.  Our  plan  of  battle  required  us  to  go  in  beyond  the  obstractions.  I 
imdfratood  the  admiral  to  mean  that  we  could  not  accomplish  onr  purpose  that 
night ;  it  was  too  late.  The  substance  of  his  words  I  have  givenaccnrately; 
I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  used  his  precise  words.  The  leading  vessel  had  not 
felt  authorized  to  force  herself  through  obstructions  which  her  commander 
deemed  so  formidable ;  the  plan  of  battle  was  necessarily  somewhat  deranged  for 
the  time. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Was  any  discovery  made  during  the, 
tetioti  on  the  7th  of  the  existence  of  torpedoes  not  previously  supposed  to  exist 
u  obstructions  T  If  yea,  state  who  made  any  such  discovery,  and  where,  and 
by  whom  the  same  was  firet  reported  to  Admiral  DuPont. 

Answer.  We  found  no  more  than  we  expected. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Yon  have  stated,  in  substance,  in  an- 
iwer  to  the  question  "  What  was  the'  nature  of  the  obstractions  which  prevented 
the  Utnutora  from  entering  the  harbor  1"  that  they  consisted,  to  the  best  of  year 
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belief,  of  buovs  euBpending  network ;  of  piling  acrosn  tlie  middle  ground,  and  nf 
torpedoes.  Yon  have  stated,  aleo,  that  Admiral  DuPont  Btated  to  you  tbat  ii 
waB  too  late  to  force  your  way  in  that  night.  Am  1  to  understand,  from  your 
testimony  in  view  of  thc^e  statements,  that  Admiral  DuPont  determined  on  llif 
following  morning  not  to  go  in  because  of  these  obstnictions  which  he  f^upjioMil 
to  exist  on  the  day  previous,  or  do  you  now  think  that  detenniuBtioii  kk; 
arrived  at  upon  some  other  grounds  1 

Answer.  When  Admiral  DnPont  gave  the  order  to  haul  off  for  the  ni^l.  1 
think  he  fully  intended  to  renew  the  engagement  on  the  morrow.  I  think  hi- 
changed  that  determination  chiefly  because  he  found  the  iron-clads  so  much 
damaged,  and  some  of  them  so  soon  disabled,  for  the  time  which  they  had  brcn 
exposed.  I  think,  also,  that  he  became  satieficd  that  tlie  obslructionB  beiwctn 
Fort  Sumter  and  Fort  Moultrie  were  enfBcicntly  strong  to  hold  the  vessels  im 
long  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  SlnnerB.  What  niimber  of  guns  were  Jwimghi  w 
bear  upon  the  Monitors  at  any  one  time;  and  Low  closely  to  the  enemy's  gnn- 
were  tney  engaged ;  and  what  was  the  weight  of  artillery  used  Against  them ! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  many  guna  were  ln^nght  to  bear  upon  ih? 
Monitors;  they  were  expoBed  to  a  very  heavy  fire.  Our  information  prioito  tbc 
attack  SB  to  the  number  of  guns  was  not  accnrate.  and  I  have  not  mn 
learned.  I'he  officers  commanding  thff  Monitors,  who  could  best  eetimatt. 
thought  their  vcsbcIb  were  within  seven  or  eight  hundred  yards.  Some  of  tliMn 
thought,  I  believe,  that  they  were  as  near  as  six  hundred  yards.  My  impr>^- 
eion  IS,  that  10- inch  columbiads  were  probably  ihe  heaviest  guns  used.  I  fom 
this  opinion  from  indentations  on  the  armor  of  the  vesBcl».  Some  of  the  officers 
on  board  the  Ironsides  thought  that  a  shell  which  entered  her  bow  and  ci' 
ploded  was  from  an  11-inch  gnn.  I  did  not  examine  the  fragments;  the  ouK 
projectile  that  I  i-emember  to  have  examined,  whicli  came  from  the  rebel*.  w»f 
a  rifle  shot  weighing  between  Bixty  and  seventy  poiinds.  which  came  through 
the  wooden  side  of  the  IronBides.  I  think,  boweirr,  tliat  mnch  heavier  TiSr 
projectiles  than  that  were  fired. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Were  there,  in  your  judgment,  fifty  m 
one  hundred  gang  bearing  upon  the  Monitors  at  any  one  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  in  my  judgment,  the  fire  was  by  far  the  heaviest  that  I  fwr 
saw,  or  that  any  one  engaged  had  ever  seen. 

Question  by  Chief  En^necr  Stimers.  Was  more  than  one  life  toi^t  on  ii^ui 
the  Monitors  during  that  battle? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Did  either  of  the  Monitors,  aad  if  r'ahn. 
state  particularly  whicli,  disclose  an  incapacity  of  armor  to  resist  safely  the  vix^ 
my'B  shot? 

Answer.  The  wood  was  laid  bare  on  the  Weeliawken  in  one  place.  Mwiy 
bolts  were  started  from  the  turret  of  the  Nahant,  and  the  Imlts  became  nselrtf- 
I  thought  the  annor  sliowed  great  endurance,  but  I  doubt  if  it  would  baw  m- 
dnred  for  a  long  time  a  fire  so  heavy  as  that  to  which  it  waa  snbjected ;  the  tt^i 
was  an  extraordinarily  nevere  one. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  Knnic  either  of  the  Monitors  so  injnn-i 
in  its  armor  by  the  impact  of  shot  as  to  make  it  probable  that  other  shot  following 
would  have  destroyed  it. 

Answer.  I  think  another  nhot  striking  the  Weehnwken  in  the  place  I  Iia"' 
named  would  have  gone  through.  The  impression  left  upon  my  mind  ws^.  ih<' 
the  pilot-bouBes  of  the  PasHaic  and  Nahant  would  have  been  dangerously  tii)iir''ii 
by  other  shot  striking  the  same  places. 

Question  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.  When  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  ui^i^ 
the  use  of  these  sub-marine  shell  did  you  get  an  impression  that  he  would  W- 
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have  been  willing  to  bare  been  npon  tbe  Uoniton  in  action  to  whicb  ancb  shell 
were  to  be  attacbed  1 

Answer.  I  bad  no  mch  impreBiion.  Chief  Engineer  Stimere  volanteered  to 
fa  into  action,  and  I  adriaed  him  not  to  do  it. 

Qneetion  bj  Chief  Engineer  Stimera.  Did  Engineer  Stimera,  in  convenation 
with  7on,  expresa  the  opinion  that  the  Monitors  should  attempt  to  pass  those 
obstraetiune  withont  tbe  aid  of  those  shell  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  be  did.  I  do  Dot  remeniber  his  speaking  to 
roe  on  the  subject  at  all. 

Qneetion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimers.'Did  70a  possess  any  snch  knowledge 
of  the  eoustmcdon  of  these  shells,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  to  be 
employed,  as  to  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  that  they  would  be  dangerooB  to  tbe 
vessela  employing  them  1  If  yea,  state  iheii  coastmctiou,  and  yoor  reason  for 
sncb  an  opinion. 

Answer.  They  were  long  iron  castings,  filled  with  powder,  to  be  fastened  on 
the  end  of  the  raft  to  be  attached  to  the  bows  of  the  Monitors,  and  to  explode 
when  they  came  in  contact  with  any  serious  obstacles,  such  as  piling  or  tbe 
'Sidea  of  a  vessel.  8acb  was  my  nnderstandiog  of  them.  As  to  tbe  peculiar 
constmction  of  the  shell  I  was  not  versed,  but  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  to  be  need  I  diink  I  did  nndentand  generally — not,  perhaps,  in  detul.  I 
was  convinced  that  they  wonld  be  dangerous  to  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  with 
which  they  might  come  in  contact.  I  ehonld  have  been  willing  to  incur  the 
risk  to  tbe  vessel  to  which  it  sbonld  be  attached. 

Qnestion  by  Chief  Engineer  Stimen.  Then,  what  olyeetion  was  there  to 
sttading  it  to  a  Monitor  which  should  lead  the  fleet  and  attempt  to  pass  ob- 
structions T 

Answer.  There  would  still  have  been  danger  of  collision  had  there  been  any 
btermption  in  the  order  of  battle. 

The  counsel  for  Chief  Eogineer  Stiraera  said  he  bad  uo  further  questions  to 
ask;  and  neither  the  judge  ndvocate  nor  tbe  court  having  any,  the  witness  was 
discharged  after  his  testimoay  had  been  read  to  him. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  tbe  court  that  he  had  no  farther  evidence  to 
offer  in  the  case. 

The  court  therennon  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of  October 
t,at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 


Naval  Lycbdm,  Navy  Yard,  "Sbw  Yorc, 

Monday,  Octobtr  12,  1863. 

The  court  met  pnrsuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the  lOth  instant  Present,  all 
the  members  and  the  judge  advocate ;  also  present.  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  and 
hie  coaneel. 

The  judge  advocate  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were 
approvd. 

The  judge  advocate  asked  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  if  be  bad  any  testimony 
to  offer,  to  which  be  replied  that  he  bad  no:ie  to  offer. 

Ohi<^  EngiDeer  Stimers  asked  of  the  court  two  weeks  in  which  to  prepare  a 
written  defence,  stating  as  a  reason  that  his  counsel  cnnld  not  find  time  to  pre- 
pare a  defence  sooner  than  that  time,  on  account  of  other  engagements. 

The  judge  advocate  asked  to  have  tbe  court  cleared ;  whereupon  tbe  court  was 
cleared  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  request  of  Chief  Engineer  Stimers. 

Tbe  court  decided  to  give  Chief  Engineer  Stimers  until  Monday,  tbe  19th 
inatont,  at  10  o'clock,  in  which  to  prepare  bis  defence. 

The  court  thereupon  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday,  tbe  19th  day  of  October 
inataat,  at  10  o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  that  day. 


H.  Ex.  Doe.  69- 
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Natal  Lyceum,  Navy  Tard,  Nbw  York, 

Monday.  October  19.  1963. 

The  cnnrt  met  pnretutnt  to  the  adjonnimeDt  of  the  12th  itiitant.  Pitcoil, 
itll  the  mcmberH  and  the  jndge  advocate;  also  present.  Chief  EDg^neer  Stimen 
and  hiB  counsel. 

The  judge  adTocnte  read  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  which  weieip- 
proved. 

Chief  Engineer  Stimera  then  read  to  the  court  hie  defence  in  writing,  wWth 
it  hereunto  annexed,  marked . 

The  conrt  was  then  cleared  for  deliberation,  and  the  judge  advocate  read  to 
the  court  a  part  of  the  testimony  in  the  ease.  The  coart  then  sdjoiini«J.  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  day  of  October,  1863,  at  10  o'clock  of  the  foRUooa 
of  that  day. 

Naval  Lycbdm,  Navy  Yard,  Nrvt  York, 

Tiietday,  Ocloher  20,  1S63. 
The  conrt  met  pnrsaant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present,  all  the 
Btembtre  and  th<ijndge  advocate. 

The  court  haviug  diligently  and  fully  inquired  into  the  matters  embraced  in 
the  specifications  of  charges  in  this  case,  hereby  report  that,  in  their  opinka, 
there  is  no  oeceesity  or  propriety  of  further  proceedings  in  the  coae. 
Dated  October  30,  1863. 

F.  H.  GREGORY, 

Rfar-Adtiiiral,  PretidaU. 
HIRAM  L.  SLEEPER, 

Jmdgt  AdvoemU. 

May  it  pleate  thiM  honorable  court  : 

The  testimony  introduced  by  the  judge  advocate  to  enetafn  the  charges  naAt 
against  me  by  Rear-Admiral  Dul'ont  is  now  closed.  Acting  in  view  of  the 
proof  thus  placed  before  the  court,  I  deem  it  wholly  nnneeeeeary  to  ofiw  ert- 
dence  in  reply.  The  very  foundation  on  which  these  charges  nnst  rest  is 
wanting,  and  hardly  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  supply  it.  They  were  care- 
lessly, if  not  recklessly,  made  by  a  high  officer  of  the  government,  willing  to 
give  them  the  sanction  of  bis  name,  apparently  without  inquiring  whether  they 
were  capable  of  proof,  or  founded  upon  worthless  rumor.  Hnch  timr 
has  been  nselessly  spent  in  apparent  efforts  to  prove  them ;  but  any  one  at 
tentively  reading  the  evidence  discovers  that  the  real  purpose  has  been  not  Id 
establish  the  charges  in  question,  but  to  Justify  their  author  in  failing  efl^tivcl/ 
to  use  the  formidable  means  for  destroying  the  defences  of  Charleston,  which 
our  government  in  its  confidence  and  hope  had  lavished  upon  him.  That  I  an 
not  unjust  or  uncharitable  in  making  this  BU^estion  will  be  manifest  from  an 
examination  of  the  charges  and  proof  which  1  will  now  proceed  to  make. 

1st.  The  first  specification  charges  me  with  having,  whilst  on  board  the 
steamer  Arago,  on  her  voyage  from  Charleston  to  New  York,  at  table,  in  pic«aice 
of  her  officers  and  other  persons,  a  number  of  whom  were  corrcspondeDta  of  the 
public  press,  falsely  asserted,  knowing  the  same  to  be  untrue,  that  I  was  told 
by  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clads  engaged  in  the  attack  on 
Charleston  that  it  ought  to  have  been  renewed ;  that  the  veswls  were  in  a  til 
condition  to  renew  it;  and  that  several  of  the  oommaaders  had  said  to  me  that 
they  were  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement. 

A  person  observant  of  Christian  precepts,  considerate  of  his  du^  towaids  a 
fellow-man,  or  actuated  by  self-respect,  would,  before  deliberately  framing  a 
charge  calculated  to  consign  a  brother  officer  to  disgrace  and  iufamy,  have  in- 
quired carefully  into  its  truth,  and  the  means  of  eatablishiDg  it.     Iiideed,  be 
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vonid  btudly  faftTe  been  content  to  make  it  before  conmeiiig  penonally  with 
thoae  capable  of  proving  it ;  and  then  a  just  man  would  have  withheld  the  accn- 
Mli'in,  Ml  painful  for  a  gentleman  to  bear,  until  eatiaSed  that  his  witnessea  were 
entitled  to  fiill  credit.  The  conree  which  my  accuser  has  eeen  fit  to  pursue  pre- 
f*Ms  a  wide  departure  from  the  path  thus  indicated.  The  names  of  peraons 
who  vere  on  board  the  Arago  during  the  voyage  were  appended  as  witneasei 
to  the  charges  made,  and  moat  of  them  hare  been  examined.  It  appears  that  I 
Mt  It  the  public  table  of  the  steamer  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  eerertd 
other  nersons,  all  uo  doobt  acceeeible  to  my  accoaer,  or  to  those  seeking  to  snp- 
pnti  iheee  charges.  If,  therefore,  I,  duriug  the  voyage,  naed  the  language  im- 
pnted  m  me,  it  wati  susceptible  of  eaey  proof.  Not  a  particle  of  testimony  to  tfasd 
effect  hu,  however,  been  furnished.  ISo  one  pretends  I  ever  aaid  that  any  com- 
maDiIer  of  the  iroo-cliulB  had  atated  to  me  either  that  the  attack  on  Cbarleaton 
ought  to  have  been  renewed,  or  that  the  iron-clads  were  in  a  fit  condition  to  do 
<o,  or  that  their  cnannanders  were  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement.  No  lan- 
gnige  bearing  the  least  resemblance  to  that  charged  is  proven  to  have  been  nt- 
tvred  by  me  at  any  time;  and  I  am  bound  to  assume  that  neither  of  the  wit- 
ne«<es  named  ever  stated  otherwise  than  they  have  here  awom.  If  not,  tlien 
upon  what  information  conld  the  charges  in  question  have  been  framed  ?  Waa 
It  believed  that  they  could  be  proven?  And  if  not,  were  they  wantonly'madet 
n  that  npoD  pretence  of  sustaining  them,  the  naval  inactivity,  punful  to  a  whole 
nstion,  might  be  juatified  by  proof  quite  irrelevant  to  the  charges  being  tried, 
Bad  therefore  quite  likely  to  pass  un(u>ntradicted  by  mel 

3d.  The  second  charge  made  agaiiiat  me  ia  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer 
of  the  navy,  and  specities,  in  snbstancei  that  at  the  table  of  said  steamer,  and 
«leewhere  on  board  of  her,  during  the  passage,  I  criticised  and  condemned,  in 
tenss  onbecoming  the  circumstances,  the  profeasional  conduct  of  Ilear-Ad- 
miral  DuPont,  by  stating  that  the  Monitors  were  in  aa  good  condition  on  the 
6ih  day  of  April,  18G3,  after  they  had  undergone  some  slight  repairs,  to  renew 
the  attack,  aa  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day  before;  that  they  conld  go 
into  CharlestoQ  in  spite  of  gnne,  torpedoes,  and  obstructions ;  but  that  Ad- 
miiai  DuPont  was  too  much  prejudiced  against  the  Monitors  to  give  them  a  fair 
trial. 

Xow  if,  nnder  the  circnmstancee,  I  had  stated  all  that  is  charged,  it  would,  in 
°>v  judgment,  have  been  no  more  than  I  was  authorized  to  say.  £  had  been 
eluded  by  the  government  with  the  impoitaiit  duty  of  inspecting  the  construction 
nod  armament  of  these  vessels  whilst  they  were  being  made.  They  were  new 
lu  the  hitftiiry  of  the  world;  but  in  the  contest  between  the  Monitor  and  Merri- 
nuck,  although  the  latter  on  the  day  previous  had  defied  a  fleet  of  our  lai^est 
■rigates,  carrying  an  armament  fifty  times  greater  than  the  Monitor,  destroying 
Mine  and  thitiAtentng  all  with  the  same  fate,  yet  the  Monitor,  working  her  two 
drven-inch  guns  behind  au  invulnerable  shield,  tested  her  pollers,  offensive  and. 
aereoaivc,  by  no  terrible  an.  ordeal,  that  intelligent  and  unprejudiced  men  here 
aad  in  Europe  from  that  hour  saw  that  naval  supremacy  must  be  maintained,  if.' 
at  all,  by  abandoning  wooden  ships  and  adopting  those  which  the  genius,  engi-- 
neering  skill,  and  ripe  practical  knowledge  of  their  author  had  taught  the  world 
hav  to  construct.  My  knowledge  of  this  class  of  war  vessels  had  been  acquired. 
Dot  only  by  watching  and  inspecting  their  construction  step  by  step,  but  under 
the  orders  of  the  government  I  had  enjoyed  the  good  fortune  of  participating  in 
the  contest  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  had  developed  the  capacity  of.' 
ibe  Monitor  system  to  sustain  unharmed  the  lire  of  heavy  guns  at  short  range, 
Ki  at  the  same  time  to  inflict  deadly  injuries  upon  an  adversary's  ship  of  great 
p'wet  heavily  sheathed  in  iron.  With  an  experience  thus  gained  I  might,  as  I 
tbink,  have  justly  claimed  the  right  to  express  an  opiuion  as  to  the  value  and 
capacities  of  the  Monitors,  even  had  this  differed  from  the  views  entcrtafned  bj. 
Iteu- Admiral  UuPont,  whose  knowledge  concemiug  them  waa  probably  deitvfW'<^> 


164  AKUOBED  TE8SBLS. 

^m  caana]  inipection  and  the  reports  of  others.  Moreover,  I  was  cba^cd  b^ 
the  goTernment  with  the  dnty  of  proceeding  to  Charleston  to  watch  and  report 
the  performance  of  these  veuels  in  action,  to  aeeist  in  maintaining  them  in  raidt- 
nesB  for  battle,  and  to  afford  to  the  officers  having  them  in  chai^  such  infonn- 
ation  as  might  be  needful. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  it  may  be  here  proper  to  say,  that  at  great  expense, 
shells  had  been  devised  by  Captun  Ericsson,  the  author  of  the  Monitor  system, 
which,  in  connexion  with  rafts  to  be  attached  to  the  bows  of  the  ressek,  were 
to  be  used  for  removing,  by  means  of  explosive  force,  obBtroctionB  w.thia  the 
harbor,  and  of  firing  torpedoes  supposed  to  be  sunk  by  the  enemy  in  the  track 
of  our  advancing  fleet.  The  effectiveness  of  these  shells  had  been  so  tetted  by 
me,  before  they  were  sent  to  Admiral  DuPont,  as  to  make  it  clear  to  my  mind  sad 
to  that  of  the  government  that  they  wonld  be  practically  mfe,  and  capable  of 
clearing  the  track  of  battle.  I  strongly  argcd  Admiral  UaPoat  to  use  these 
ebells,  and  requested  permission  to  participate  in  the  action  of  the  7th,  on 
board  a  Monitor  which  should  be  thus  armed.  This  privilege  was  denied  to  me, 
and  although,  in  view  of  supposed  obstmctions,  I  had  expressed'  to  Adiuid 
DoPont  and  to  bis  officers  the  opinion  that  the  Monitors  could  sncceasfnlly  put 
them,  my  confidence  in  expressing  it  was  greatly  strengthened  by,  and  Mine- 
what  founded  upon,  the  assumption  that  these  shells  were  to  be  employed,  tnd 
this  the  admiral  knew.  He.  nevertheless  declined  to  order  their  employinent, 
and  thus  was  lost  to  the  government  and  nation  a  powerfiil  means  of  peaetnlii^ 
to  the  cradle  of  this  great  rebellion. 

tinder  these  circnmstanees,  and  well  awaie  that  the  government  had  expected 
much  from  the  attack  upon  Charleston  with  the  abundant  means  fnmiNied  to 
the  rear-admiral  commanding,  1  was  greatly  disappointed  that  the  imporlaDl 
instmmenta  I  have  mentioned  were  not  used  hy  him,  especially  as  I  believed 
(and  as  an  earnest  of  my  conviction  had  o0ercd  to  hazard  life  and  limb)  that  witk 
shells  attached  the  Monitors  could  pass  all  obstructions  and  bold  the  dty  of 
Charleston  at  their  mercy. 

All  this  was  certainly  calculated  to  awaken  in  my  mind  criticism  apoa  the 
conduct  of  Rear-Admiral  DuPont,  which,  as  the  evidence  shows,  I  refninfd 
from  expressing,  maintaining  a  reserve  not  merely  respectful  to  him,  but  eaka- 
lated  to  defend  him  from  the  cenanres  freely  and  openly  cast  npon  hJn  for  fail- 
ing to  renew  the  attack  of  the  7lh  «f  April. 

I  will  now  briefly  examine  the  proof  introduced  to  mainbun  the  second  A*i^ 
the  mere  reading  of  which  will  snow  that  even  if  1  had  said  all  that  ia  cha^M 
agunst  me,  it  was  but  the  statement  of  views  which,  if  honest,  I  had  a  right  ia 
common  with  all  other  persons  to  express.  Entertaiuing  the  opinion,  and  ofi- 
cially  reporting  it  as  I  did  to  Bear-Admiral  DuPont,  that  the  Monitors  were  on 
the  8th  substantially,  and  for  practical  purposes,  as  fit  to  renew  the  attack  si 
they  had  been  hwmake  it  on  the  day  previous,  I  was  bound  neither  by  courtesy 
nor  by  any  rule  of  the  service  with  which  I  am  acqnainted,  to  withhold  or  con- 
ceal it;  and  believing,  as  I  certainly  did,  that  the  Monitors,  with  the  nfts  and 
shells  attached,  could  have  gone  iuU>  Charleston  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and 
obstructions,  I  was  equally  entitled  to  state,  in  respectful  language,  tnat  opinioa 
also;  and,  moreover,  1  think  the  disrespect,  if  there  be  any,  in  imputing  to  Rcar- 
Admiral  DuPont  prejudice  against  the  Uonitois,  was  so  slight  that  his  aelf-re- 
spevt'Can  hardly  have  been  increased  by  noticing  it.  Indeed,  whilst  there  is  no 
proof  in  the  case  that  I  ever  charged  him  with  entertaining  this  prejadke,  a£d 
whilst  hy  asserting  that  I  did,  he,  by  implication  at  least,  denies  the  existence  of 
the^rejudice  so  imputed,  the  evidence  introduced  mi  hia  behalf  very  clesirly 
eataUlixhes  that  he  was  prepossessed  against  them,  for  Captain  Draytaa  in  sub- 
stance declares  be  t/oaV  think  Admiral  DuPtmlhad  a  high  opinion  i^  tMt  Mam- 
tOTM,  and  that  he  cowld  not  have  had  a/Ur  rtading  hi»  (Dra$UM'»J  rgnrU  esa- 
ctming  thtm,  made  b^ore  tAeJlgki.  (    i^liolc 
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Wliat  theM  ivports  were  does  not  Appear,  bnt  thnt  the  vititesB  believed  be 
had  anceeeded  in  instilling  into  the  admiral's  mind  his  own  nnfarorable  opinion 
IB  quite  clear. 

Theproof,  howerer,  fails  to  show  that  I  made  the  atatements  charged  aminBt 
me.  The  evidence  on  this  anbject  consists  of  the  testimony  of  Captain  Gadsden, 
of  the  Amgo,  and  of  several  other  persons  who  were  on  hoard  of  that  steamer 
daring  ber  voyage  from  Charleston  to  New  York.  He  says  in  substance  that 
I  stated  that  the  Uonitora  had  received  no  serions  injnir;  that  they  conld  be 
repaired  in  a  few  honre;  that  the  trial  onght  not  to  condemn  them;  that  they 
ud  not  had  a  fair  trial;  that  with  the  shells  attached  to  them  they  conld  go  in. 
He  further  swore  that  I  said  the  oj^cer*  of  the  navy  were  prejudiced  against  the 
Honiion,  bnt  that  I  mentioned  no  one  in  purticnlar,  ana  did  not  reflect  upon 
Adffliial  DuPont. 

Tbe  purser  of  the  Arago  testified  that  I  said  that  the  officers  of  the  navy 
*ere  rather  prejudiced  against  them,  bnt  that  I  spoke  of  Admiml  DuPont  per- 
MDilly  in  the  highest  terms.  Ur.  Golwell  swore  that  those  on  board  the  Arago 
*«e  mnch  excited  about  the  fight  at  Charleston,  and  condemned  the  admiral 
for  his  failure ;  hut  he  did  not  iuttmate  that  I  took  part  in  any  such  conversation, 
lilting  only  that  I  eaid  the  Honiton  were  very  little  injured,  and  were  repaired 
in  (boat  five  hours;  that  I  was  respectful  in  my  remarks  concerning  Admiral 
DnPont;  aad  although  this  witness  at  one  time  said  be  was  under  the  imprea- 
lion  that  I  had  said  the  admiral  was  prejudiced  againet  the  Monitors,  he  afler- 
virds  staled  that  I  might  not  have  said  so,  but  that  as  the  passengers  generally 
Doiled  in  condemning  him,  the  wilnese  may  have  confounded  their  stalemenbi 
vitb  mine. 

Ur  Valton,  in  his  testimony,  states  that  my  conversations  with  him  on  the 
nbject  of  the  attack  were  private,  and  in  an  undertone,  and  that  I  said  I  had 
tometimes  retired  to  my  state-room  to  avoid  beiug  questioned;  that  I  said  the 
ittack  was  not  an  earnest  one,  and  ezprepsed  disappointment  that  the  shells 
«re  not  employed,  bnt  did  not  say  the  Monitors  conld  have  entered  the  harbor 
intbout  them,  nor  that  the  admini  was  pr^*adiced  against  the  Monitors,  but 
that  I  did  say  he  would  have  renewed  tbe  attack  but  for  the  influence  of  some 
of  those  who  were. 

Ur.  Mars,  a  passenger,  testified  that  I  appeared  not  to  wish  to  speak  on  the 
Bobject  of  the  attack,  and  that  although  he  sat  opposite  to  me  at  the  table,  he 
did  not  hear  me  say  that  the  admind  was  prejudiced. 

Having  tfaas  failed  to  prove  that  I  had  nttered  any  of  the  language  aa 
cWged.  and  it  appearing  npon  the  evidence  that  I  had  spoken  of  Rear-Admiral 
DnPont  in  high  terms,  studionsly  refraining  from  talking  npon  the  subject  of 
the  attack,  it  appeared  to  me  remarkable  that  the  prosecution,  instead  of  ac- 
koovledging  tbe  injustice  of  these  charges,  shonld  persist  in  calling  witnesses  to 
prove  that  the  Monitors  were  seriously  injured  in  their  attack  upon  the  forts, 
ud  could  not  have  renewed  it  without  probable  disaster. 
Whilst  this  attempt  has  signally  failed,  it  has  nevertheless  disclosed  the  real 


pnrpose  of  this  proaecution  to  have  been,  not  an  inquiry  into  any  language  or 
Modact  of  mine,  bnt,  under  that  pretext,  an  effort  ia  justify  a  failure  bv  B< 
Admiral  DuPont,  which  had  attracted  the  observation  of  the  world,  oy  c 


demoing  aa  inadequate  the  instruments  which  a  liberal  government  had  placed 
in  his  funds. 

His  desire  to  justify  himself  was  natural,  knt  that  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  achieve  even  his  own  vindication  by  making  and  persisting  in  prose- 
uuing  unfounded  chains  against  a  brother  officer,  is  extraordinary.  How  nt- 
teriy  he  has  failed  to  accomplish  this  a  brief  examination  of  the  proofs  will 
•bow. 

It  appears  from  these  that  before  the  attack  was  made  it  was  supposed  by 
Bear-Admiral  DnPont  that  torpedoes  had  been  placed  in  the  channel  alonglc 
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which  his  fleet  must  paas.  That  network  had  been  enipended  from  bnoys  de- 
Bigned  to  entangle  the  propellers  and  thus  prevent  their  action,  and  that  for  toute 
purpose  piles  had  been  placed  across  the  middle  ground  to  ohiitrQct  the  entrvm 
of  Monitors  in  that  direction.  It  moTcover  appears,  especially  from  a  carefbl 
reading  of  the  deposition  of  Commander  G.  B.  P.  Rodgera.  the  admiral's  Beet 
captain,  that  no  additional  infonnntion  upon  either  of  these  subjects  was  ob- 
tained by  meaos  of  the  attack.  After  that  was  over  the  existence  of  torpedoo 
of  network  and  the  purpose  of  the  piles  were  shrouded  in  the  same  mystery  u 
before.  It  was  ascertained,  however,  that  if  torpedoes  lurked  in  the  cbuuel, 
they  were  probably  harmless,  for  none  had  been  exploded ;  and  that  they  vm 
incapable  of  being  fired  is  shown  by  the  letter  referred  to  by  this  witness,  writ- 
ten by  a  rebel  officer  in  Fort  Sumter,  stating  that  the  efibrt  to  explode  a  torpedo 
whilst  directly  under  tbe  bull  of  the  Ironsides  had  failed. 

We  must  therefore  accept  it  as  established,  that  as  no  information  mi 
obtained  during  tbe  conflict  which  conld  be  nsed  to  strengthen  the  sunoitM 
before  existing  as  to  the  character  of  these  ohetmctions,  their  snjiposed  exist- 
ence could  not  have  afforded  ground  for  declining  to  renew  the  engsgemn* 
which  was  not  equally  good  as  an  objection  against  having  made  it  at  all ;  utd 
this  being  so,  we  must  look  for  some  other  reason  lor  thu  failure  of  the  adnunl 
to  offer  battle  on  the  8th,  in  pursuance  of  his  declared  intention,  when  be  gav« 
the  signal  for  the  Monitors  to  hani  off  on  the  previous  day. 

It  is  true  that  some  of  this  testimony  conveys  the  impression  that  the  tear  ot 
encountering  these  supposed  obstructions  was  a  controlling  elemi-nt  in  tbe  admi- 
ral's mind  in  forming  the  determination  not  to  renew  the  attack ;  bnt  in  tbi> 
there  is  evident  mistake,  for  a  brave  and  intelligent  commander  would  hardly 
be  so  fearful  of  obstructions  which  might  or  might  not  be  real,  as  to  ahandoo 
a  great  enterprise  wiihoQt  practical  efl'ort  to  learn  whether  ohstaclee  lo  itt 
achievement  existed  or  not.  Against  snch  s  suspicion  I  feel  disposed  to  defend 
Admiral  DnPout,  and  hence  am  constrained  to  look  elsewhere  for  some  mono 
why  he  failed  to  renew  an  attack  which,  if  persisted  in,  might  have  succeeded. 
His  witnesses  ou  this  subject  next  point  to  the  injuries  sustain  'd  by  the  Munibw', 
and  to  their  alleged  inability  to  withstand  a  repetition  of  tbe  terrible  fire  lo 
which  they  were  subjected  on  the  7tb.  A  glance  at  the  testimony  will  sh"* 
how  utterly  unfounded  is  this  effort  at  an  e^Fcuse,  whilst  it  will  also  establi^b 
to  the  satisfaction  of  intelligent  and  unprejudiced  men,  that  the  capacity  <£  tbe 
Monitors  to  resist  unharmed  the  most  terrible  fire  from  guns  and  rifles  of  tbe 
heaviest  calibre,  has  never  been  overstated.  It  appears  from  the  testimouy  of 
tbe  fleet  captain  that  the  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed  was  by  fiur  more 
terrific  than  that  which  be  or  any  one  connected  with  tlie  fleet  had  ever  befi»e 
seen.  From  fifty  to  one  hundred  rebel  guns,  of  heavier  calibre  than  were  erci 
before  employed  against  sbips-of-war,  were  Iriught  to  hear  upon  the  Munitnn 
at  the  same  time,  and  probably  many  more.  The  Patapsco  waa  struck  by  fifty- 
one  shots,  twenty-one  of  which  hit  the  turret,  and  fifteen  or  more  of  ihe^e — sU 
heavy  halls — struck  it  within  the  period  of  five  minutes,  and  yet  at  8^  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th  she  was  in  a  fit  condition  to  renew  the  engagnDenL 

The  Nantucket  was  struck  fifty-three  times ;  and  although  the  mechanisai 
which  worked  her  XV-inch  gun  was  disordered,  this  was  repaired  on  the  Sth. 
Captain  Drayton  states  that  the  top  of  the  pilot-house  of  the  Paasaic  was  ratted 
np  by  a  shot,  but  it  is  quite  evident,  from  his  account  of  it,  that  this  in  no  msD- 
ner  disabled  the  vessel,  whilst  it  hardly  increased  tlie  chances  of  danger  V> 
those  within.  It  sufficiently  appears  that  the  Weehawkeu  was  fit  to  haw 
renewed  the  engagement  on  the  following  day,  although  she  was  struck  sever*! 
times  on  her  side  armor  in  nearly  the  same  place. 

Witliout  following  this  subject  further  in  detail,  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  whit 
appears  from  the  proof,  that  each  and  all  of  the  Monitors  were  in  fighting  ttin 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  they  come  out  of  battle,  whilst  the  iojnr*^ 
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receiTed  hj  them  were  bo  trifling,  when  the  terrible  means  employed  for  inflicting 
(hem  are  considered,  that  they  ta&y  he  proaoanced  anbetantialiy  iuvnlnerable 
to  the  BtTODgett  artillery.  But  one  life  was  lost  on  buard  of  them  during  the 
conflict;  and  whilst  one  or  two  of  the  torrete  were  by  the  impact  of  shot  par- 
tially prevented  from  taming  until  repaired,  it  should  be  remembered  tAat. 
tonung  by  their  mddera,  each  could  at  all  times  present  her  gnns  to  the  enemy 
U  pleasure.  Indeed  it  was  partly  by  this  means  that  the  guns  of  the  Monitor 
were  breast  to  bear  on  the  Merrimack  in  that  Erst  engagement  of  iron-clade  to 
vhich  I  have  before  referred.  One  of  the  witnesses  has  suggested  that  if  other 
shots  had  struck  in  the  same  place  as  previous  ones,  the  armor  might  have  been 
endangered.  Entertaining,  as  I  do,  the  opptwite  opinion,  I  woidd  suggest  that 
even  if  the  witness  was  correct,  he  anticipates  a  hazard  too  remote  to  be  much 
apprehended ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  chances  that  one  shot  will  strike 
Mutly  where  a  previona  one  had  hit,  are  very  slight. 

The  Keoknk,  an  iron-clad  veaaet,  but  not  built  upon  the  plan  of  the  Honiton, 
wu  almost  immed  ately  disabled,  having  fired  but  three  guns  at  the  enemy ; 
and  the  Ironsides,  a  much  stronger  and  better  aimed  ship,  althongh  she  escaped 
teriaus  injury,  no  doubt  owed  this  to  the  temporary  means  employed  to  strengthen 
her  before  going  into  action,  and  to  the  care  exercised  in  keeping  her  at  a  great 
distance  from  ^e  enemy's  guns. 

That  this  distance  was  maintained  is  apparent  from  the  testimony  of  the  fleet 
captain,  who  stated  in  substance,  that  when  the  order  was  signalled  for  the 
Monitors  to  retire  from  the  conflict  fheg  all  patted  the  Irontidft  in  moving  out. 
Thia  shows  that  they  were  inside  of  her  and  much  closer  to  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries \  and  bow  much  nearer  may  be  inferred  from  his  cross- examination,  in 
which  be  states  that  twenty  minutes  may  have  elapsed  before  the  last  of  the 
UouiCora  passed  by.  They  engaged  the  batteries  within  six  hundred  yards, 
and  it  need  hardly  be  snggeated,  that  no  ship  not  c«nBtmcted  upon  their  plan 
could  have  lived  under  the  heavy  fire  to  which  at  that  distance  they  were  subjected. 

I  here  dose  what  I  have  thought  it  well  to  say  concerning  this  attempt  by 
Rear-Admiral  DuPont  to  justify  his  inaction  and  failure  by  attacking  that  sys- 
tem of  war  veasels  which  ban  already,  in  my  opinion,  given  us  a  more  effective 
fleet  than  is  possessed  by  any  other  nation.  A  judicious  use  of  these  vessels 
might  have  transmitted  his  name  with  honor  far  into  the  future.  An  assault 
npon  the  system  can  but  recoil  npon  the  assailant.  Krom  me  it  needs  no  de- 
fence. Time  and  battle  will  but  confirm  the  opinions  I  have  expressed  con- 
eeratag  it,  whilst  its  adoption  by  the  nations  of  the  world  will  bear  nnfailing 
testimony  to  the  great  skill  and  foresight  of  its  contriver. 

With  these  remarks,  I  submit  my  case  to  the  just  consideration  of  this  hon- 
orable court. 

Very  respectftillr, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMERS, 
Chief  Eitginter,  United  UtaUt  Navy. 

Natal  Lvcbum,  Ntu  York,  Octohtr  19,  1863. 


To  tUar- Admiral  Fraftcis  U.  Gregory,  United  Stafei  nary  : 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  \in  the  *'  Act  for  the  better  government 
of  the  navy  of  tbe  United  States,"  approved  July  17,  A.  D.  1862,  I  hereby 
appoint  Rear-Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  president,  Rear-Admiral  Silas  H. 
8lringham  and  Commodore  William  C.  Nicholson  members,  and  Edwin  M. 
StoQghton,  esq.,  judge  advocate,  of  a  naval  court  of  inquiry,  which  is  ordered 
to  convene  at  the  marine  barracks,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  on  Monday,  the  first 
day  of  Jane,  A.  D,  186J,  for  tbe  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  grounds  of  |b« 
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darges  hereto  annexed,  and  made  a  part  of  tfaia  precept,  preferred  faj  Bar- 
Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont  against  Chief  Engineer  Alban  G.  S^mere,  of  the  navy. 
The  conrt  will  dtligentlv  and  fully  inquire  into  the  matters  embraced  in  ibe 
specificationa  of  tlie  said  charges,  and  report  to  the  department  thw  opniion  u 
to  the  neeewity  or  propriety  of  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 

,  t        Oiren  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Nary  Deportmeat  of 


[aBAL.] 


the  United  States  this  Slst  day  of  Hay,  A.  D.  1663. 


QIDEON  WELLES. 

Seerttarjf  of  tke  Natf. 


Navy  Dbpabtmknt,  Afay  21, 1863. 
Sib  :  Enclosed  herewith  ia  a  precept  for  a  court  of  inqoiry,  of  whidi  yon  an 
appointed  president,  and  which  will  convene  at  the  marine  barracks  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  Jane  next,  or  as  soon  thenafter 
as  practicable- 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  t^  ike  Naey. 
Bear-Admiral  F.  H,  Obbooby, 

UitiUd  Stalei  Navy,  Nete  York. 


Navy  Dbpabthbnt,  May  30, 1863. 
8iB:  E.  M.  Stonghton,  eaq.,  being  nnable  to  act  as  jndge  adrocat«  of  the 
naTol  court  of  inquiry  orders  to  convene  at  Brooklyn  on  the  lat  proxiao, 
Edward  Pierrepont,  esq.,  has  been  appointed  judge  advocate  in  his  stead. 
I  am,  respectfalfy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 


Beai^Admiral  F.  H.  Orboosv, 

L'niud  State*  Navy,  New  Yvrk. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy- 


Telegram  dated    Watiington,  Jhmc  2,  1863;    received  at  New  York  /«m  i, 
1863. 

3.25  p.  M. 
Jndge  Pierrepont  having  declined  to  act  as  jndge  advocate,  the  court  are  d«- 
aired  to  select  one. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  tke  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  F.  H.  Grkoory, 

United  Statei  Hotd. 
Certified  by  F.  H.  GBEGOBT. 

Rear-Admiral,  ^ 


Uniteh  States  Mabine  Barbacks, 

Brooklyn,  AVw  York,  June  4,  1863. 
Sir;  By  virtue  of  a  precept  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Na^y. 
dated  at  the  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States  the  2lBt  day  of  Hay,  1863, 
appointing  Real-Admiral  Francis  H.  Gregory  president,  Beal-Admiral  Silae  H- 
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Stringhun  and  Commodore  William  C.  Nlcholean  members,  and  Edvia  U. 
StoDgbtOD  jadge  adrocate,  of  a  nar&l  coart  of  ioquir)',  and  by  virtoe  of  a  com- 
monicatkni  directed  to  Roar-Admiral  Fraocia  H.  Gngoiy,  preeident  of  said 
costt,  by  the  Secretwy  of  the  Narj,  dated  Jane  2,  1B63,  you  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed judge  adrocide  of  the  naral  court  of  inquiry,  convened  by  virtue  of 
Mid  piecepL  Shonld  you  accept  the  appointioent,  yon  will  report  without  delay 
to  the  president  of  the  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

F.  H.  GBEGOUT, 

Bear- Admiral,  Frendatl, 
Hiram  L.  Slkbpkk,  Esq.,  Kew  York. 


Navy  Dbparthbnt.  June  4,  1863. 
Sib  :  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  jndge  advocate  of  a  naval  conrt  of  inquiry, 
which  is  now  in  eesition  at  the  navy  yard,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  of  which 
Bear-Admiial  Francis  H.  Gregory  is  president.  ■ 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  dke  Navy. 
HiBAM  L.  Slbepbb,  Esq.,  Neur  York. 


Ckitrge*  and  rpeciJUatioiu  of  chargtt  prepared  by  Rfol-Admiral  Samuel  F. 
DuPomi,  eommandhig  South  Allanlie  blockading  tyuadrou,  againtt  Chirf 
Engineer  Al6a»  C.  Stimer;  of  the  Uniud  Stalet  naey. 

Chabcb  FIB8T. — ^Falsehood. 

SpeeifieatioH. — In  this  r  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
ei^teen  hundred  and  sizty-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stimers,  a  chief  eneineer 
in  the  United  States  uavy,  being  then  on  board  the  stpamship  Arngo,  by  too  au- 
tbority  and  direction  of  Real- Admiral  Samnel  P.  DuPont,  commanding  the  South 
Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  the  aaid  Arago  being  on  her  passage  from  Port 
Boyal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city  via  Charleston  bar,  did,  at  the  table 
of  uid  steamer,  in  the  presence  of  officers  of  said  steamer  and  other  peraons,  a 
nomber  of  whom  were  correspondents  of  the  public  press,  and  at  divers  timei 
doriiig  the  passage  of  the  said  steamer,  falsely  assert,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
nntrue,  that  he  was  told  by  one  or  more  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron-clad 
Tewels  engaged  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts  and  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor 
on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sizty-three,  that  the  attack 
of  that  day  ought  to  have  been  renewed,  and  that  they  did  further  state  to  htm 
that  the  said  iron-clad  veseela  were  in  fit  cooJitioa  to  renew  it;  and  the  said 
Alban  C.  Stimers  did  further  falgely  assert,  knowing  the  same  to  be  untrue,  that 
Kveral  of  the  commanders  of  the  said  iron-clod  vessels  had  said  to  him,  or  in 
ht8  presence  and  hearing,  that  they,  the  said  commanders,  were,  after  the  attack 
■foresaid,  "  hot  for  renewing  the  engagement,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Charob  fiBOQND. — Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  of  the  navy. 

Spenficatiim. — In  this:  that  between  the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  days  of  April, 
eighteen  hnndred  add  sixtv-three,  the  said  Alban  C.  Stituere,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  United  States  navy,  being  then  on  board  the  steamship  Arago,  by  the 
tathority  and  direction  of  Rear- Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  commanding  South 
Atlantic  blnckoding  gquadron,  the  said  Arago  being  on  her  passage  from  Port 
Boyal,  South  Carolina,  to  New  York  city  via  Charleaton  bar,  did.  at  the  t^M^^' 
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of  said  Bteanier,  in  the  presence  of  officcre  of  uid  Bteuner  and  other  peiMNU,a 
number  of  whom  were  corKspDndentH  of  the  pnblic  press,  and  at  diven  ollter 
times  during  the  passage  of  tbe  said  Ateamer,  with  tlie  inteut  to  disparage  ud 
injure  the  profeddionul  repntation  of  his  superior  officer,  &ear>Adn)iral  Sunud 
F.  DuPont,  criticise  and  condemn,  in  terms  unbecoming  the  circumslancet  and 
his  posittnn  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  professional  conduct  of  his  enoerior 
officer,  Rcar-Admiral  Samuel  F.  DuPont,  ia  the  attack  upon  the  forts  nm  Int- 
teries  in  Gharli-eton  harbor  on  the  aeventh  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  eixly- 
three;  and  did,  with  the  like  intent,  knowinglj  make  false  statements,  luing. 
among  other  improper  and  unfounded  ezprpssiona,  words  in  substance  as  follows: 
"That  the  blonitorg  were  in  as  gnod  cnDditii>n  oii  Wednesday,  the  eighth  day 
of  April,  eigliteen  linndred  and  sixty-three,  after  they  had  undergone  aomt 
slight  repairs,  to  renew  the  attack  as  they  had  been  to  commence  it  the  day 
before;  that  they  could  go  into  Ghnrlcaton  in  spite  of  guns,  torpedoes,  and  ob- 
Btmctions;  and  that  Rear-Admirol  DuPont  vaa  too  mncn  prejudiced  agaioal  the 
Slonitora  to  give  them  a  fair  trial." 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B  Squadn^ 


Brigadier  General  Geot^  H.  Gordon,  United  States  army. 

Henry  A.  Gadsden,  captain  of  the  Arago. 

Frederick  Tratagean,  purser  of  the  Arago. 

Arthur  Hughes,  chief  engineer  of  the  Arago. 

Fernandez,  doctor  of  the  Arago. 

J.  H.  leaker,  chief  officer  of  the  Arago. 

C.  C.  Fulton,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Baltimore  American  and  Gommo- 
ciol  Advertiser. 

Colwell,  of  New  York,  builder  of  one  of  tbe  iron-clads,  passenger  on 

the  Arago. 

Mars,  coppersmith,  of  New  York,  passenger  on  the  Arago. 

Commodore  Thnm^ia  Turner,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  Percival  Drayton,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  John  Kodgera,  United  States  navy. 

Captain  John  L.  Worden,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Daniel  Ammen,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Donald  McN.  Fairfax.  United  States  navy. 

Commander  John  Uowues,  United  States  navy. 

Commander  Alexander  C.  Ithind,  United  Stales  navy. 

Assistant  Surgeon  George  1).  Slocum,  United  States  navy. 

Acting  Asaidtont  Paymaster  A.  S.  Poor,  United  States  navy. 


Passage  <^  the  New  Ironsides  from  Hampton  Boad$  to  Fort  Boyoi. 

Fi^O-ShIP  WlBASH, 

Port  Royal  Mtrinr,  South  Carnlina,  Januari/  20,  lti63- 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  here,  on  the 
18th  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamers  New  Ironsides  and  Au);i>a'A; 
also  the  an-tval,  on   the  19tb,  of  the  United  States  steamers  James  Adger 
and  Uuntauk. 
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Enclosed,  marked  No.  1,  is  the  report  of  Cuptain  T.  Turner,  reporting  the 
passage  of  the  New  Ironsides  from  Hamptno  Boads  to  this  port. 
Vciy  respectfully,  yoar  obedieot  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Jtear-Jdmiral,  ComTwmding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  GiDioN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waxhinglon,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steam  Fbtgate  New  Ironsides, 

Port  Royal,  January  19,  1863. 

ADNtBAL:  On  my  arrival  in  Hampton  Roads,  after  my  sccund  passage  to 
that  place  from  Philadelphia,  the  honorable  Secretary  addri'Bsed  mo  a  let^r 
expressive  of  his  surprise  that  I  bad  uot  reported  tlic  beliaviur  and  per- 
Tonoance  of  this  ship  on  her  passage  around.  lie  will  diiubtiess  expect  a 
report  from  me  ou  the  subject  in  my  passage  to  this  place.  I  hare  the 
honor  to  make  it  to  you. 

I  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  11th  instant  with  fine  weather  and  a  north- 
vest  wind,  which  I  held  until  about  fifty  tniles  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
Batteras,  when  the  wind  hauled  to  the  southwest,  increasing  to  a  smart 
gale,  with  a  very  rough,  short  sea.  I  sent  down  lower  and  topsail  yards, 
and  steamed  against  it  with  very  poor  progress,  the  ship  being  able,  under 
these  circumstances,  barely  to  hold  her  own. 

I  adhere  to  all  the  opinions  I  expressed,  in  regard  to  her  capacity  as  a 
■ea  boat,  in  my  commitnicalion  to  him  of  October  5,  1^62. 

Away  from  fend,  where  I  could  use  her  fore  and  aft  siitls,  assisted  by  the 
propeller,  I  consider  hor  safe  and  seaworthy  iu  any  gale;  but  if  it  became 
necessary  to  carry  directly  off  a  leeshore  against  a  heavy  sea  and  high  wind 
site  is  unable  to  Au  it  with  her  present  steam  power,  and  nothing  could  save 
ber  but  her  anchors. 

Instead  of  carrying  sixteen  days'  coal,  burning  daily  twenty-five  tons,  as 
was  supposed,  she  burns  nearly  forty  tons  a  day,  and  caniee,  all  full,  only  ten 
days'  coal  ;  consequL'ntly  I  should  consider  it  unsafe  to  HCJid  her  Ut  sei  on 
any  passage  that  would  require  more  than  four  or  fivo  days  to  peiform  it, 
unless  accompanied  by  a  steamer  that  would  be  able  to  give  her  assistance 
la  case  she  should  need  it,  which  would  be  the  case  if  she  were  met  by  a 
BDCcession  of  adverse  gales. 

After  the  gale  from  southwest,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  the  wind  hauled 
again  to  the  northwest,  and  carrying  courses  and  top-gallant  sails,  she  pro* 
gressed  at  the  rate  of  about  six  and  a  half  knots,  never  being  able  to  exceed 
that  with  stoam  and  sails  combined. 

I  reached  here  and  anchored  inside  the  light-ship  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the 
eveuiDg  of  the  nth,  having  then  only  seventy-nine  tons  tf  coal  on  band, 
having  made  the  passage  in  six  days  and  fire  hours. 

Had  I  again  encountered  a  heavy  adverse  gale  at  this  end  of  the  passage, 
ber  situation,  for  want  of  coal,  would  have  been  very  critical. 

Her  mutions,  rolling  and  pitching  in  a  seaway,  are  as  easy  as  any  ship 
I  ever  sailed  in  ;  indeed,  I  may  say  that  they  are  graceful  and  playful,  so 
buoyant  is  she,  and  taking  in  as  little  water  as  any  frigate  in  service. 

Were  her  steam  power  greater,  and  her  capacity  to  carry  coal  increased, 
I  should  consider  her  as  safe  a  vessel  at  sea  as  I  could  di'siro  to  be  on  twai'd 
of-    I  should  have  no  fear  of  anything  but  a  direct  lee  shore. 

Her  drift  in  a  seaway,  ahead  or  abeam,  ia  necessarily,  from  the  formation 
of  her  hull,  very  great 
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Hy  last  posaage  verified  all  tbe  favorable  opioiona  I  had  expreeaed  in  n- 
lation  to  her  meerafi^e. 

As  I  had  ni)  oppurtuDity  of  scudding  her,  I  can,  as  yet,  express  no  opiowa 
apon  that  subJL-ct. 

When  steaming  against  a  head  sea  she  comes  down  witb  great  violenn 
upon  her  counters,  as  the  sea  catches  her  there,  whilst  forward  she  is  baoj- 
ant  and  rising. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TURNER,  Qgilam. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockadinff  Sqvadrvn. 


Fasnage  of  Paattna  and  Montauk  lo  Pari  Royal. 

[DeipatiA  Vo.  31] 

Flao-Srip  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  82,  1B63. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  here,  on  the 
31st  instant,  of  the  United  States  Hteamers  Rhode  Island  and  Paanaic: 

I  have  also  t)je  honor  to  enclose  the  reports  (nrnrhed  Xos.  1  and  2^  of  Ctp- 
taiD  Drayton,  of  the  Paosaic.  and  Commander  Worden,  of  the  Montauk,  uf 
tlie  passage  of  those  vessels  from  Beaufort,  N.  C,  to  this  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieat  servant, 

S.  F.  DtrPOST, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Saminm. 
Hon.  GmeoK  Welles, 

SecreUay  i/  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[EDcIoaiiTa  No   1.— Deppatch  So.  3t,  1BS3.] 

UtnrxD  States  Iron-glao  Passaic, 

Port  Royal,  Jdnuary  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  last  evening  from 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  which  I  left  at  snnset  on  the  Itth,  in  tuw  of  the  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  company  with  the  Montauk. 

The  wind  had  been  blowing  for  several  days  from  the  southward,  bat, 
after  a  severe  storm,  cleared  off  with  a  northwester,  giving  thus  tnrj 
promise  of  a  cuntinuation  of  fine  weather.  This,  however,  did  not  last,  bat, 
shortly  after  our  getting  outside,  changed  to  the  northeast,  and  very  thick. 

At  one  p.  m.  of  the  19th  we  made  the  light-vessel  i^ft  here,  but  the  com- 
Blander  of  the  Rhode  Island  not  being  willing  to  run  in  while  the  weather 
was  BO  ttiiclc,  and  th«i  sea  then  breaking  over  my  vessel  so  heavily  that,  bad 
I  been  so  iucliiied,  I  could  not  have  unshackled  the  hawners,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  try  anchoring  under  Martin's  Industry,  the  Passaic  continuing  to 
ride  by  her  fasts,  under  the  stern  of  the  other  vessel  On  swinging  head  to 
sea,  htiwever,  it  became  at  once  evident  that  the  former  could  not  long  be*r 
the  terrific  shock  of  the  waves  on  her  bow  without  something  giving  way. 
I  consequently  directed  Commander  Trenchard  to  at  once  raise  bis  anchors 
and  stand  out  again. 

During  the  remainder  of  that  day  and  all  the  following  it  blew  eo  very 
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hard  that  we  conld  not  make  the  light-Tesael  antil  late  in  the  afteraoon  of 
Uie  Slst,  when,  aa  stated  abore,  I  anchored  here  at  7  p.  m. 

Ai,  while  at  Beanfurt,  I  had  cleared  out  the  limbers  aud  put  the  pampa  in 
good  working  Drder,  although  the  Tesscl  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  there 
was  uodifficaltv  in  keeping  her  free;  although  to  do  this,  in  the  heaviest 
weather,  io  addition  t^i  the  bilge-pump,  it  was  necesaary  to  use  one  of  the 
donkeys  for  two  hours  out  of  every  four.  The  leak  in  the  bow  has  increased 
a  great  deal,  and,  although  I  took  the  precaution  tu  remove  much  of  the 
iron  ballast  from  forward,  particularly  that  which  moat  inconsiderately  had 
been  placed  inside  of  the  fatee  bow,  I  think  that  befdre  duing  bo,  while  on 
my  way  down  from  Hampton  Roads,  this  part  of  the  vessel  was  so  seriously 
strain^  that  a  little  more  heavy  weather  would  render  the  full  working  ot 
all  the  pumps  necessary  to  keep  the  water  down.  When  the  sea  is  at  all 
forward  of  the  beam  the  blows  od  the  bow  projectiou  are,  I  thiuk,  more 
Tiolent  than  I  have  ever  known  in  my  ezperience. 

Very  little  water  entered  throngh  the  lower  part  of  the  turret  as  before, 
having  managed  this  time  to  get  ii  down,  which  I  now  know  lu  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  safety  before  going  outside.  Over  the  tup  tlie  sea  w(iuld  have 
regalarly  broken,  with  the  wind  as  far  forward  as  abeam,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  weather-cloth  and  curtains.  As  it  was,  the  water  fonnd  its  way  in, 
bat  not  it)  Urge  qnantities.  The  windlass  seemed  ti>  have  so  completely 
roated  togetlu^r  In  the  joints,  from  the  quantity  of  water  which  had  been 
pouring  over  it  for  five  days,  that  I  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  it  to  work, 
and  had  I  been  in  a  narrow  channel  the  vRssel  must  have  gone  ashore. 
Notwithstanding  the  many  alterations  it  has  undergone,  I  do  n<it  now  consider 
it  aa  very  reliable,  and  am  afraid  it  will  yet  get  me  into  some  trouble.  At 
no  time  was  there  a  greater  pressure  on  the  builern  than  tweiity-hve  piiunds. 
With  thia,  aud  furty  revolutions,  there  was  no  foaming  of  consequence,  and 
everything  wurkud  well  and  smoothly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Oaplain. 

Sear-Admiral  S.  F.  DgPont, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  kquadron,  Flag-Ship  TToboHA,  Fori  SoyaU 


[EnclosDK  No.  S.— DMpatcb  Vo.  31,  1B«3  ] 

UNrrEn  States  Stuurr  Montauk, 

Port  tioyal,  S.  C,  January  40,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  left  the  bar  of  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  on  the  Hth  instant,  weather  clear,  wind  north- 
erly, and  a  little  of  tlie  old  southwest  sea  still  rolling.  Continued  clear  and 
moderate  until  sunrise  of  the  18th,  when  the  wind  Imuled  to  the  northward 
and  eastward,  with  cloudy  threatening  weather;  at  times  it  breezed  up  qnit« 
strongly,  with  the  sea  rising  until  sunset,  when  it  partially  cleared,  and  the 
wind  backed  into  north  by  west  and  so  continued  until  midnight;  sea  rather 
bcreaaing  and  con  I  used. 

Towards  tlie  mnruing  of  the  19tb,  the  wind  hauled  again  to  the  northeast, 
weather  thickening  and  sea  rising  and  more  confused  At  10  o'clock  a.  ra., 
crossed  the  soullieast  channel  bar  of  Fort  Royal  entrance,  ami  at  11.45  came 
to  at  this  anchorage.  Average  speed  down,  about  6j  kriutn,  ship's  motion 
easy  both  ways.  On  one  occasion  the  stt.'ru  overhang  struck  qnite 
tieavily  five  or  six  times,  as  reported  by  the  enginei^r  of  ttiu  watch,  but  no 
nnnaoal  shock  was  felt  in  the  turret  at  the  time.  Soon  alter,  tho  port  over- 
hang limber  began  to  deliver  a  small  stream,  indicating  either,  drat,  that 
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vater  had  made  its  way  more  than  usnal  around  the  rudder  hatch  packing; 
or,  secondly,  that  water  had  made  its  way  up  through  the  radder  heid 
packing;  or,  thirdly,  that  she  had  sprung  a  small  leak  in  the  overhang. 

During  the  whole  passage  considerahle  water  forced  its  way  into  tie  Tore- 
ward  overhang  and  theuce  through  the  joints  of  the  overhang  bolkbetd 
into  the  windlaBs-rooin.  She  leaked  a  great  deal  about  tLo  decks,  dead- 
lights, and  hatch-ravLTB. 

In  rolling,  the  shock  of  the  impact  of  side  overhang  was  very  perceptible 
all  over  the  rcsBel. 

The  sea  eometimes  broke  over  the  deck  aa  much  as  two  and  a  half  orthree 
feet  deep.  In  a  email  elow  sea  she  is  quite  buoyant  and  lively.  To  a  qaick 
heavy  uea,  the  extent  of  experience  thus  far  shows  little  disposition  to  gin 
to  or  recover  From.  She  steers  well  and  steadily  as  lung  as  she  has  gooi 
way  on,  especially  in  running  before  the  .wind.  Ou  the  whole,  she  his  be- 
haved HO  far  very  well  with  the  moderate  test  she  has  had,  but  gives  posi- 
tive iDdications  that  if  forced  end  on  into  a  sea  will  strain  both  overhang* 
greatly;  and  if  she  gets  into  the  trough  of  the  sea  will  wallow  very  heavily, 
to  such  an  oxtcot,  indeed,  as  to  render  the  breaking  of  a  tolerably  high  sea 
over  the  turret  almost  certain. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDED,  ComtMitder. 

Hon.  GmBoN  Welles, 

Hecretary  of  the  Navy,  Waakinglon,  D.  G. 


Attack  upon  reb^  fort  at  Oenems  Point,  Oreat  Ogeechee  river. 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Barber,  South  Cartdina,  January  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  Considering  it  desirable  to  t«8t  in  every  way  the  efficiency  of  the 
iron-clads  that  have  arrived,  and  t«  avail  myself  of  their  presence  until 
others  come,  I  sent  Commander  Worden  down  to  Ossabaw  to  operate  up  tbe 
Great  Ogeechee  river,  and  capture,  if  he  could,  the  fort  at  Genesis  Point, 
under  cover  of  which  the  Nashville  was  lying,  now  fitted  as  a  privateer  and 
waiting  to  run  the  blockade,  and  in  case  of  success  the  railroad  was  also  ac- 
cessible. 

I  enclofK!  a  copy  (marked  No.  I)  of  Commander  Worden's  report,  received 
at  midnight  by  the  hands  of  Ensign  Johnson,  cue  of  my  aids,  who,  in  one  o( 
our  armed  tugs,  witneatted  and  participated  in  tbe  attack.  He  informs  me 
that  the  fort  was  a  very  formidable  caspmated  earthwork  with  bomb- 
proofs,  and  mounting  nine  guns,  the  firing  from  which  was  uxccllent. 

We  have  obtained  valuable  informatiou  in  the  success  of  the  working  of 
the  15-inch  gtni,  and  although  the  Moutaak  was  struck  thirteen  (13)  times, 
she  received  no  injury. 

My  own  previous  impressions  of  these  vessels,  frequently  expressed  to 
Assistant  Secretary  Fox,  have  l)een  confirmed,  viz:  that  whatever  degreeof 
impimetrability  they  might  have,  there  was  no  currcspunding  quality  of  ig- 
gression  or  destriictiveness  as  againt  forts;  the  slowness  of  tire,  giving  full 
time  for  the  gunners  in  the  fort  to  take  shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs. 

This  experience  also  convinces  me  of  another  impression,  firmly  held  and 
often  expressed,  that  in  all  such  operations  to  secure  success,  troops  ve 
necessary. 

The  distance  at  which  Commander  Wotdcn  was  compelled  to  engage, 
not  far  from  his  extreme  range,  may  modify,  to  some  extent,  the  abon 


ARMOBED  TES8EL8.  175 

Tiewi.  The  dppartmpnt,  however,  will  observe  how  difficult,  if  not  impon- 
Bible,  it  will  be  to  remove  sunken  obstnictiona  and  piling,  in  shallow  water, 
ooder  fire — very  different  from  rafta  or  booms,  floating  chains,  &g. 

The  Fingal  left  Savannah  and  has  got  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Augustine 
creek,  wh(;ther  to  try  Pulaski  and  run  by  it  to  sea,  or  to  Waseaw  on  her  way 
to  Osaabaw  to  convoy  the  Nashville,  I  know  not,  but  mottt  probably  the 
latter.  I  am  waiting  for  the  weather  to  moderate  to  get  the  Passaic 
tuwed  to  Wassaw,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Fingal  and  protect  the 
blockading  force  there;  but  these  Monitors  are  so  unsafe  at  nea,  and  so  bel{>- 
less  in  themselves,  tliat  the  weather  must  be  narrowly  watched. 

I  had  the  smoke-stack  of  the  Ironsides  taken  down,  and  ordered  a  trial- 
trip  to  be  made  without  it,  but  the  result  proved  so  unfavovable,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  escape  of  gas,  particularly  in  tUe  engiue-ruom,  that  I  had  it 
replaced. 

I  then  directed  a  board  of  officers  to  examine  into  the  practicability  of 
removing  tl»e  turret  forward  where  it  should  have  originally  been  placed, 
bat  the  board  has  reported  that  though  in  every  way  desirable,  yet,  on  ac- 
count of  ita  great  weight — eighteen  tons — it  isimpracticalile,  with  the  means 
at  our  command,  to  move  it.  Where  there  are  no  means  of  feeling  one's 
way  with  the  lead,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  view  should  be 
clear  ahead.  A  greater  blunder,  in  a  matter  of  so  much  moment,  1  do  not 
remember  to  have  met  with  before,  as  the  vessel  may  be  ashore  before  she  is 
half  in  action. 

Very  respoclfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPOXT, 
Bear-Admirtd,  Chmmanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  (^  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


ar»tof  OmmmdrJehiL.  ffanfai,  BwiiWwrfdy  Umlal  SUm  <www*»  MmkMk. 

United  States  SrsAiisniP  Mont  auk, 

Great  Ogeechee  Hiuer,  January  27,  1863. 

Sni;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  in  tow  of  the  United  States 
steamship  James  Adger,  arrived  oS  the  bar,  at  Ossabaw  sound,  at  1.50  p.  m. 
on  Saturday,  24th  instant.  I  reported  immediately  to  Captain  Oreen,  and  on 
returning  to  this  vessel  a  thick  fog  set  in.  At  3.2T  p.  in.  it  lifted,  so  that  I 
was  enabled  to  proceed  up  the  channel,  under  the  pilotage  of  Mr.  Godfrey. 
At  5.10  p.  m.  tlie  fog  compelled  us  to  anchor.  The  fog  remained  with  us  all 
day  Sunday,  being  so  dense  that  we  were  unable  to  proceed. 

On  Monday  the  fog  hung  with  us  most  of  the  morning,  during  which  time 
1  called  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Seneca,  Wissahickon,  Dawn,  and  C.  P. 
Williams  toget^r.  and  arranged  our  plans  of  attack.  At  1. 30  p.  m.  I  got 
under  way,  with  Mr.  Murphy  as  pilot,  and  stood  up  the  river,  anchoring  just 
outside  of  the  range  of  Fort  McAllister.  During  the  afternoon  the  Seneca, 
Wissahickon,  the  Dawn  towing  the  C.  P.  Williams,  came  up  and  anchored 
in  line  astern.  At  8  o'clock  one  boat  from  the  Seneca  and  one  from  the 
Wissahickon,  both  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Davis,  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  reconnoitre  and  destroy  the  ranges  of  the  enemy's  guns  which 
were  placed  near  Harvey's  Cut,  This  service  was  performed  well,  and 
Lientenant  Commander  Davis  reported  tome.  Just  before  midnight  he  went 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  obstructions  of  piles,  and  from  appearancea 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  obstructions  were  protected  by  torpedoc 
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At  1  o'clock  this  morning  I  ^t  under  wa^j,  followed  by  the  vemels  ennme^ 
ated,  takin;?  up  a  poeitiun  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yarda  below  tbe  ob- 
structions, at  a  point  designated  by  a  flag  placed  there  b^  Jjieutenant  Com- 
mander Davia  last  night.  The  other  vesaela  anchored  in  line,  about  one 
and  a  quarter  mile  astern. 

At  7.35  a.  ni.  we  opened  fire  on  the  fort  After  firing  our  II  and  15  iiwh 
guns  once,  the  enemy  t.pened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  In  lees  than  an  honr  m 
had  obtained  our  ranges,  the  enemy's  fire  slackening.  Their  practice  wu 
very  fine,  striking  uh  quite  a  number  of  times,  doing  us  no  damage.  Most 
of  their  shot  struck  inside  of  fifteen  feet  from  us.  Uur  practice  was  good, 
the  enemy  replying  only  at  intervals. 

At  11.15  a.  m.  all  our  sheila  being  expended,  and  finding  our  solid  abot 
not  seriously  ufiWcting  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  and  stood 
down  the  river.  A  rain-storm  and  thick  weather  setting  in,  the  other  veeseli 
were  withdrawn  out  of  range.  The  enemy  have  a  very  strong  position.  I 
send  the  Daffodil  with  this  report,  and  shall  await  your  further  orders.  I 
have  no  casualties  to  report  from  any  of  tbe  vessels. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac, 

JOHN  L.  WOEDEN,  Ctmmtader. 

Be&T^Admiral  S.  F.  DuPont, 

Commanding  8.  A.  £.  Squadron. 


Allack  on  Ike  haUery  on  the  Ogeechee  river,  dc. 

Flao-Ship  Wababh, 
Port  Royal  Sarbor,  S.  C,  Fdiruary  3, 1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy  of  Commander  Jobn 
L.  Worden's  report  of  his  second  attack  on  the  bnttery  on  tbe  Ogeechee  rivtr. 
I  do  not  feci  justified  to  authorize  another  attempt,  as  the  ammnnitioD  for 
the  16-inch  guns  is  now  very  much  reduced. 

I  enclose  also  a  copy  of  Captain  P.  Drayton's  report  of  his  reconnoiBaanee 
up  the  Wilmington  river,  (marked  No.  S.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Sear-Adm^al,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon  Gideon  Wm-Es, 

Seortiary  <^  the  Naoy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


StpeH  if  (hmmmitr  Ferdot. 

United  States  Steaher  Mohtadk, 

Big  Ogeechee  River,  February  I,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  this  morning  at  6.*0, 1  weighed  anchor 
and  proceeded  up  tbe  river,  followed  by  the  Seneca,  Wisaahickon,  I>a¥rD,  and 
C.  P.  Williams. 

At  1.27  I  anchf^ed  abont  600  yards  from  the  fort,  tbe  gunboats  lying  ia 
the  same  relative  position  as  on  Tuesday  last,  about  one  and  three-quVrtpn 
mile  distant  from  the  fort.  At  7.45  we  opened  fire,  the  enemy  repijing 
briakly.  At  this  time  the  weather  was  thick,  and  so  perfectly  calm  that  ibe 
smoke  bung  over  the  fmt,  and  around  us,  so  as- to  prevent  our  seeing  Hm 
effect  of  our  ehells.  z^--  ■ 
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At  S,45  T  smmtlcd,  obtaining  fourteen  feet  qf  water  under  na;  and  knowiar 
the  tide  would  fall  abont  five  feet  more,  we  tripped  otir  anchor  and  dropped 
davn  to  a  poaition  about  1,400  yards  distant  from  the  fort,  and  into  deeper 
water. 

A  gentle  air  springing  up,  we  were  enabled  again  to  open  fire  with 
Rccancy.  Onr  shells  then  did  good^ezecntion,  tearing  np  their  parapets; 
but  as  tbey  sbifted  their  guns  so  often,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  disable 
them.    We  fired  slowly,  endeavoring  to  expend  our  ammunition  with  effect. 

At  11.53,  finding  it  useless  to  flhell  them  any  longer,  I  withdrew  out  of 
tange,  and  recalled  the  gunboats. 

This  vessel  was  hit  forty-six  times,  but  no  material  damage  was  done  to  her. 

1  have  no  casualties  to  report  from  any  of  the  vessels. 

I  send  this  hy  Captain  McKenzie,  of  General  Hunter's  staff,  who  was  pre- 
kU  at  the  engagement,  in  the  steamer  George  Washington,  and  shall  await 
yonr  furUier  orders. 

The  C.  P.  Williams  will  immediately  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  in  obedience 
to  yonr  orders. 

Very  reapectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDES,  Commander. 

Rear-idmiral  S.  F.  DcPont, 

Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fort  Boyd. 


Obtain  Draylm'i  r^ui  </a  monnouMnoi  qf  WUamgtai  rmr. 

United  States  Steam eb  Passaic, 

Wassaw,  Fi^>ruary  1,  1868. 
SiH :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  with  the  Maiblehead  in  company,  I  went  to- 
d»y  in  this  vessel  op  the  Wilmington  river,  to  within  sight  of  Wassaw  or 
ThonderboU,  and  two  miles  and  a  quarter  distant,  when  I  was  stopped  by 
shallow  water,  which  my  pilot  would  not  ventuie  on  except  at  high  tide. 
Hie  batteries  were  very  extensive,  and  large  bodies  of  troops  were  drawn 
op  on  the  shore.  I  was  not  fired  on,  although  quite  witbin  range ;  a  battery, 
which  is  about  a  mile  nearer  than  the  ones  I  saw,  was  covered  by  the  woods, 
and  I  was  not  high  enough  to  open  upon  it.  I  saw  two  small  steamers,  but 
nothing  that  looked  like  the  Fingal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 
Flag-Officer  S.  F.  DuPoht, 

Oomd'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Wiimh,  Port  Boyd. 


Arrival  of  the  Weehauken  at  Port  Boyd. 
[Deipatch  Ho.  60.] 

Fl4g-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  F^rjiary  6,  1863. 
Sm  -.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  on  the  5th  instant  of  the 
Tnited  States  Steamer  Lodona,  towing  the  United  States  iron^clad  steamer 
U'eebawken;  the  latter  with  a  disabled  engine,  on  which  I  am  ordering  a 
survey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiral  ConCdg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  OinioK  Welles, 

Secretary  t^ihe  Naoy,  WatAington,  D.  0.        ^  /"■  I 
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Beport  (^survey,  £e.,  on  the  Weehatoken. 
[DMpatch  No.  71—1863.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabibb, 
Port  .B«yaZ  HaHnr,  8.  C,  Ftbniam  9, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  prerionBly  reported  the  arriTftl  of  the  Weehawken  in  a  dii- 
abled  condition. 

I  desire  to  catl  the  particular  attention  of  the  department  to  the  enclosed 
aarrey,  (marked  No.  1,)  in  which  are  clearly  stated  the  damage  sustained, 
the  causes  thereof,  and  the  remedies  to  be  nsed. 

I  forward,  also,  (marked  No.  3,)  a  copy  of  Captain  John  Rodgera'a  report. 
These  two  papers  cover  all  the  information  I  have  on  this  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Bi^T-AdiAvral  Com^g  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  OlDZON  WSLLKB, 

Secretarj/ of  the  Nam/,  Waahington. 


[EndMmre  No.  l.~D«p«tdk  Mo.  Tl.] 

UNim  Statu  Stumer  New  IsoKsmEa, 

Port  Boyd,  Ftbntary  8,  18fi3. 

SiB :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  Tth  instant,  we  held  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  on  the  engines  of  the  United  States  steamer  Weehawken,  and 
have  to  report  as  follows,  viz  -. 

Their  condition. — The  starboard  engine  is  in  a  condition  that,  with  small 
repairs  and  adjustments,  it  can  be  soon  got  ready  for  service.  The  poit 
engine  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  entirely  useless. 

The  damagea  sustained. — The  port  cylinder  is  badly  broken,  having  three 
cracks  extending  longitudinally  the  whole  length,  transversely  nearly  half 
way  round,  and  diagonally  about  half  the  length  of  the  cylinder.  The  tmok 
is  broken  off  close  to  the  piston,  and  the  inner  cylinder4iead  broken,  with 
eight  of  the  bolts  for  securing  the  head,  out,  and  broken  into  small  pieces. 

The  cause. — The  cause  of  the  accident  was  without  a  doubt  the  insecure 
and  careless  manner  in  which  the  bolts  securing  the  inner  cylinder-head  were 
fitted  at  and  put  in :  these  bolts  having  been  put  in  in  this  manner,  the  nnts 
soon  worked  off,  and  the  bolts  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  the  cylinder.  The 
clearance  being  sufficient,  no  immediate  disaster  followed;  bnt  we  suppoee 
that  several  bolts  getting  together  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  piston  struck 
them,  breaking  the  inner  cylinder-bead,  two  pieces  of  which  falling  out,  pre- 
sented 80  great  an  obatacle  to  the  piston  that  it  canted,  and  the  momentoip 
of  the  engine  carrying  it  along,  cracked  the  cylinder  and  broke  off  the  tnuk 
of  the  piston. 

The  repaire. — To  put  the  starboard  engine  in  a  serviceable  coDditioD,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  piston,  secure  the  inner  cylindei^head,  and 
band  the  crank  pin.  The  time  required  to  do  these  repairs  will  be  abont  one 
week.  The  air-pump  was  driven  by  the  engine  that  is  now  broken,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  to  work  the  starboard  engine  non-condensing  or  "  high- 
pressure."  This,  with  the  peculiarity  of  their  arrangements,  prevents  ns 
from  being  poaitivety  certain  that  one  engine  will  work,  but  we  entertun 
great  hopes  that  it  will  do  so,  and  consider  that  the  short  time  and  light  cost 
will  warrant  a  triaJ.  To  repair  the  engines  permanently,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  send  to  somo  northern  port  for  a  new  cylinder  and  piston.    If  the  deck 
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will  have  to  remain  in  its  present  condition  until  the  cylinder  arrivea  from 
the  north,  it  will  require  at  least  ono  month  to  take  up  the  deck,  take  out 
the  broken  cylinder  and  fit  and  connect  the  new  one. 

In  conchision  we  will  beg  leave  to  add  that,  in  our  opinion,  there  can  be 
DO  blame  whatever  attached  to  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James  G. 
Tonng,  senior  engineer  of  the  vessel. 

We  are,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servants, 

H.  NEWELL,  Chief  Engineer. 
E-  W.  McCLEERV,  Chi^  Engineer. 
N.  B.  LITTIG,  lat  Aanatant  Engineer. 
A.  E.  KDD0WE3,  Acting  lat  Aiaiatant. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  P.  DcPont,  V.  S.  Jf., 

Oom'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


[Eoclomin  No.  S.— De^ktch  No.  71.] 

Umrin  States  Stkahbb  Wsbhawkbit, 
Port  Soyal  Barior,  SotUh  Carolina,  February  1,  186S. 
SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  onr  arrival  direct  from  Newport  News, 
which  place  we  left  on  Sunday  last,  the  first  of  February. 

The  weather  at  the  time  of  leaving  was  good,  but  on  Sunday  night  it 
commenced  blowing  hard,  and  on  Monday  we  had  a  gale  from  the  southwest. 
It  abated  towards  night,  and  we  passed  Cape  Hatteras  with  pleasant  winds. 
On  Tuesday  it  blew  a  gale  from  the  northeast,  which  went  round  the  com- 
pass, making  a  very  rough  sea.  The  first  blast  from  the  northwest  was 
very  violent;  it  took  np  the  heavy  brass  top  of  oar  compass  and  hurled  it 
overboard.  The  maker  had  trnsted  to  its  weight  for  keeping  it  in  place. 
After  this  we  bad  to  rely,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  following  the  Lodona. 

Wednesday,  the  4th,  we  had  a  gale  from  the  northeast;  it  blew  very  hard 
■)1  Wednesday  night.  I  have  heard,  indeed,  from  several  sources  since  I 
came  into  port,  that  this  was  the  hardest  stomi  of  the  whole  winter.  The 
waves  were  high  and  violent.  The  wind  abating  little  of  its  strength, 
hauled  to  the  southeast  and  made  a  cross  sea.  On  Tuesday  the  observation 
was  very  poor,  the  Lodona  and  Weehawken  differing  nine  miles  in  the  lati. 
tnde  observed.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  we  did  not  see  the  sun. 
Thursday  afternoon,  however,  we  made  the  light-boat  off  this  harbor  and 
came  into  port 

In  all  these  successive  gales  the  vessel  behaved  admirably.  The  leak 
was  easily  kept  under  by  the  Wortbington  and  bilge  pump. 

Everything  I  saw  confirmed  the  opinion  formerly  expressed,  to  the  effect 
that  the  vessel's  strength  is  the  limit  of  her  sea-going  ability. 

I  have  not  yet  fonnd  any  signs  of  strain  or  injury  fromi  the  very  bad 
weather  we  have  encountered. 

While  BO  far  the  bull  has  stood  triumphantly  the  tests  to  which  it  has 
been  subjected,  at  the  moment  of  entering  Port  Royal,  while  still  outside, 
the  trunk  of  the  port  engine  broke  off,  the  piston  canted  and  cracked  the 
cylinder  longitudinally  and  transversely.  It  is  a  total  break-down.  As  the 
[wo  cylinders  were  cast  in  one  piece,  both  must  be  replaced. 

The  cylinders  of  the  Comanche,  building  in  Jersey  City  by  Secor  &  Co., 
are  identical  in  design,  made  from  the  same  drawing,  and  cast  in  the  same 
patterns.  They  are  finished,  and  can  be  sent  here  immediately.  They  can 
be  at  work  ten  days  after  they  arrive. 

The  trunk  shows  signs  of  an  old  crack  all  around  the  bottom  where  it  gave 
way,  and  the  cylinder  and  waste-pipe  contuned  fifty-five  scraps  of  iron,  two 
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of  them  j-inch  bolts  two  incbes  lon^,  the  rest  smaller.    The  iron  of  the  tnok 
is,  as  far  I  can  judge,  of  poor  quality. 

I  do  not  think  tl^t  any  skill  or  care  on  the  part  of  the  engineers  coald 
have  avoided  the  break-down.  The  tmnk  previously  cracked  gave  w»j 
while  fairly  at  work  and  working  well. 

The  cylinder  had  no  water  in  it,  and  we  were  not  makiog  more  than  fort; 
turns  of  the  propeller  at  the  time. 

The  cylinder  head  hod  not  been  off  since  the  vessel  left  the  coutractar'e 
hands.    Indeed,  the  haste  left  no  time  for  any  examination  of  it. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  first  crack  was  received  when  the  sir'f  amp 
gear  gave  way  at  the  dock  in  Jersey  City. 

I  have  hopes  that  one  engine  may  be  made  to  work  through;  withonta 
counterbalance  it  will  scarcely  do  satisfactory  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  (k^iUtai. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DoPont, 

Oom'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Arrival  tf  the  PatapKO  at  Port  Soyat. 
[D««i»tcli  No.  T4— 1SS3.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  Sovlh  Carolina,  FOmiary  11,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  here,  on  tbf 
morning  of  the  10th  instant,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Pawnee,  towing 
the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Patt^jsco. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Sear^Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  J.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon,  GiDKOK  Wellkb, 

Secretary  (^  the  Navy,  Washijtgton,  D.  C. 


Pattagt  <if  Ae  Pab^tto  to  Port  SayaL 

InoN-cLAn  Patafsoo, 
Port  Boyd,  South  Carolina,  February  16, 1863. 

Sir:  As  directed  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
of  the  passage  of  the  Patapsco  from  Hampton  Boads  to  this  point 

The  discretionary  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  enabled  me  to 
choose  the  time  of  sailing,  and  to  put  in,  if  deemed  advisable,  and  thus  avdd 
possible  injuries  from  atresa  of  weather. 

The  cessation  of  a  gale  of  some  days'  continuance  gave  a  favorable  oppo^ 
tunity  to  leave  Hampton  Roads  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo  in  tow  of 
the  Pawnee.  Our  engines  during  the  passage  were  kept  under  a  steuD 
pressure  of  about  twenty  pounds,  and  making  an  average  of  from  thirty^ve 
to  forty  revolutions,  and  a  velocity  a  little  exceeding  aix  knots. 

At  2  p.  m.  of  the  Slst,  Cape  Eatteraa  light  bore  about  northwest  some 
four  miles  distant,  water  smooth.  A  s[>ecial  signal  was  made  on  board  the 
Pawnee,  indicating  dangerous  soundings,  and  both  vessels  were  sheered  t''^ 
port,  the  vessel  parting  her  hawser  from  its  leading  board  on  the  bow,  mtti 
striking  lightly  unce  or  twice,  so  lightly  that  I  asked  if  she  had  not  struck. 
.  not  feeling  certain  of  the  fact.  Finding  the  vessel  afloat,  I  let  go  the  andtor, 
in  order  to  secure*our  safety,  and  to  enable  us  to  sound  out  the  channel  with 
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boats.    Id  the  mean  time  the  PawDee  had  sheered  off,  and  laid  in  seven 
fathoms  or  water. 

Oor  coast  pilot  came  from  her  in  one  of  the  ttoats,  with  lead  and  line  pro- 
vided, which  he  did  not  use — an  omission  which  t  could  not  pardon,  and 
vbich  led  to  his  discbarge  on  our  arrival  at  this  port. 

Following  a  boat,  we  Bounded  our  way  through,  and  proceeded  on  our 
way,  uoder  tow,  without  further  difBculty.  As  the  pilot  went  through  that 
channel  from  choice,  and  as  it  is  the  usual  one  for  coasters,  I  did  not  suppose 
it  &  risk — the  more  as,  at  the  time  of  our  going  through,  tliere  were  several 
other  vessels  in  transit.  At  8  p.  m.  a  southwest  breeze  sprang  np,  and  by 
eleven  blew  half  a  gale.  It  then  gradually  subsided  until,  at  daylight,  it 
was  almost  calm.  The  rapid  variations  of  the  barometer,  as  well  as  rise, 
and  the  general  appearance,  showing  an  unsettled  appearance  of  weather,  I 
determined  to  go  into  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  at  5 
p.m.  of  the  Ist  of  February;  but,  no  pilot  comiagoffuutil  dark,  we  anchored, 
and  entered  the  port  at  daylight  of  the  2d,  when  I  reported  our  arrival  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  stated  that  I  hoped  to  leave  that 
evening,  and  made  report,  as  per  general  order,  in  relation  to  the  vessel 
having  struck. 

We  coaled  witliout  delay  at  2  p.  m.  When  on  the  point  of  leaving,  the 
pleasant  northwest  breeze,  though  with  a  suspiciously  high  barometer, 
changed  to  an  easterly  gale,  which  blew  with  great  violence  until  the  6th, 
when  the  sea  was  so  heavy  on  the  bar  as  to  cause  yet  further  delay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Sthof  February  we  left,  again  in  tow  of  the  Pawnee, 
The  weather  gradually  becoming  pleaeunt  and  the  water  smooth,  at  3  a.  m. 
of  the  10th  we  anchored  near  the  outer  buoy  of  the  southeast  channel,  and 
at  8  a.  m.  came  into  this  port. 

The  steadiness  of  this  class  of  vessel  in  a  sea-way  is  remarkable — pur- 
chased, no  doubt,  by  the  disadvantage  of  a  great  strain  on  the  upper  works. 
Should  the  "sponsons,"  now  being  placed  on  some  vessels  of  this  class,  not 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  department,  I  will  be  pleased  to  present  some 
ideas  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  vessel  and  engines  appear  to  be  well 
bailt,  and  that  I  believe  them  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Some  ideas  "in  relation  to  a  supposed  advantageous  mode  of  levelling 
and  pointing  guns  in  this  class  of  vessels"  I  will  be  pleased  to  submit  to 
yoa  upon  a  personal  inspection  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AMMEN,  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  Samfel  F.  BcFont, 

Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Effectg  of  shot  on  the  Monlattk. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Earbor,  South  Carolina,  February  19,  1883. 
Si»:  The  fleet  captain.  Commander  C.  R.  P.  Rodgers,  returned  this  evening 
from  Wassaw  and  Ossabaw,  where  I  had  sent  bim.  At  the  latter  place  he 
saw  Commander  Worden,  and  examined  the  efieots  of  the  enemy's  shot  on 
the  Moutank.  One  result  referred  to  by  him  had  previously  been  called  to 
my  attention,  though  I  have  not  yet  reported  it  to  the  department.  I  allude 
to  the  effect  of  shot  on  the  pilot-house,  qausing,  by  concussion  or  percussion, 
the  large  nuts  screwed  on  to  the  bolts  inside,  to  fly  off  with  great  violence, 
wrenching  off  the  end  of  the  bolt  itself ;  they  cross  the  pilot-honse  and  re- 
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bonnd  rrom  tho  opposite  side.  This  renders  t^e  pilot-house  meet  danj^erons, 
and,  indeed,  if  often  strnck,  nulenable;  and  aucn,  id  the  engagement  with 
the  Ogeechee  battery,  was  almost  the  case  on  the  Montauk,  nearly  ten  at 
these  nuts  having  been  wrenched  from  the  bolts  as  above  stated. 

Our  machine-shop  has  been  at  work  making  new  bolts,  and  Commander 
Worden  would  like  to  have  them  oW  replaced;  bat  they  are  large  and  heavy, 
and  we  shall  not  be  able  to  do  it  We  are  also  preparing  a  screen  of  boiler 
iron  to  go  around  the  pilot-boases. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  that  the  above  effect  was  produced  without  the 
ronnd  bead  of  the  bolt  outside  being  strnck,  but  by  the  impact  of  a  ehot  be- 
tween the  bolts,  not  weighing  over  a  S2-pottnder.  No  such  effect,  however, 
was  produced  on  the  turret. 

Thinking  the  department  would  like  to  have  these  facts,  I  write  them  is 
haste  to  save  the  mail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DCPONT, 
Bai^Admirttl,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrmi. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Wblles, 

Secretary  t^  Oie  Ifavif. 


Passage  of  the  Nakant  to  Port  Boyd. 

[DespaUhNo  93— laSS.] 

Flaq-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  F^yruary  24, 1863. 
Snt:  T  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here,  on  tbe  20th  instant,  of 
the  United  States  steamer  State  of  Georgia,  having  in  tow  the  United  States 
iron-clad  eteamer  Nahant. 

Enclosed  (marked  No.  1)  is  Commander  Down ch'b  report  of  the  passage!^ 
tbe  Nahant  from  Hampton  Roads  to  this  port. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  under  which  she  arrived 
here,  left  this  port  yesterday  to  rejoin  the  blockading  force  off  WilmiDgtoo, 
North  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  f.  DUPONT, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GioiOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifavy,  WaiAinglon,  D.  C. 


[Onpatch  No.  9S,  1869.— Eaclonire  No.  1.] 

No.  fl.]  United  Statbs  Ieon-clad  Steamer  Nahant, 

Port  Boyal,  Fdtruary  20,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  at  Port  Boval 
in  good  condition  this  day,  at  10.40  a.  m.,  after  a  passage  of  three  days  and 
fifteen  and  two  thirds  hours  from  Cape  Henry,  experiencing  during  the  first  part 
of  the  passage,  until  we  had  passed  Cape  Fear,  rough  and  boisterous  weather, 
from  which,  however,  we  suffered  no  injury,  though  the  overhang  thumped 
forward  heavily  on  the  head  seas  off  Hatteras,  shaking  the  vessel  very  much. 
The  decks  leaked  badly,  and  considerable  water  forced  its  way  under  the 
-et,  wetting  the  belts  of  the  blowers,  causing  tbe  belts  to  sti«tcfa  sod 
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bre&k  or  tear  ont  their  lacings,  putting  everybody  to  serious  inconyepience 
for  waot  of  air  below,  beBidea  causing  instant  depression  of  steam  by  stop- 
ping draught  of  the  furnaces  by  cunstantly  necessitating  tbe  stoppage  of  the 
blowers  to  repair  damages  to  the  belting.  To  guard  gainst  future  contin- 
gencies of  the  kind,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  ask  for  a  couple  of 
nets  of  gutta  percba  belts,  and  recommend  that  all  vessels  of  that  class  be 
supplied  with  them  before  proceeding  to  sea. 

I  did  not  communicate  with  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston,  as 
yonr  order  of  the  12tb  instant  directed  ine  to  do,  as  Commander  Armstrong, 
commanding  the  State  of  Georgia,  upon  consultation  before  leaving  Hampton 
Boarls,  coincided  with  me  in  t£e  opinion  that  your  subsequent  telegraphic 
order  of  the  15th  instant,  "  not  to  stop  on  the  way  if  it  could  possibly  be 
avoided,"  forbade  our  losing  any  time  to  do  so,  which,  as  we  passed  Charleston 
in  the  night,  must  have  been  the  case  had  we  stopped  to  communicate. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES, 

Commander. 
Hon.  GtDEOH  Welles, 

Secretarj/  (fthe  Sdvif,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Forwarded. 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 


t  Jtdalive  to  letting  the  Monitor  vetada. 

[Deqwtch  Ho.  101,  ISSS.-^^onSdential  ] 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  February  2T,  1883. 
Sir:  After  very  mature  deliberation,  I  have  detenpined  to  test  the  three 
iron-clads,  Patapsco,  Passaic,  and  Nabant,  on  the  Genesis  Point  battery,  on 
tbe  Ogeechee.  We  find  much  in  them  to  be  attended  to ;  and  on  a  trip  which 
I  made  in  the  Patapsco  up  the  Broad  river,  though  only  firing  each  gun 
twice,  some  important  matter  was  developed. 

This  operation  will  not  retard  the  great  work,  but  yield  us  advantages  in 
many  ways.  The  Weehawken,  I  hope,  will  be  reeidy  to  try  her  engine 
tomorrow.     Great  expedition  has  been  made  on  her. 

I  hope  the  Catskill  will  be  along  soon.  These  iron-clads  require  so  much 
to  be  done  that  I  am  anxioua  for  their  early  arrival.  The  army  is  not  ready, 
but  doing  its  best 

Attempts  to  run  tbe  blockade  everywhere  are  increasing,  and  from  Fer< 
nandina  I  have  news  to-day  which  makes  me  wish  that  I  htul  a  better  vessel 
there- than  the  Uohawh. 

Colonel  Townsend  will  inform  the  department  that  we  are  preparing  io 
every  possible  way,  working  day  and  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admirol,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBOH  Welles, 

Secretary  <^the  Navy. 


Dig-izedtyGOO^k- 
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Deetruction  cf  the  privaUer  Nathmlle. 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Pmi  Boyd  Harhor.  S.  C,  March  2, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  satieractitm  to  inform  the  department  of  tbe  deatmctioD 
of  the  privateer  Nashville  while  lying  nnder  the  guns  of  Fort  HcAtlisUr, 
on  the  Great  Ogeechee,  Georgia,  by  the  Montauk,  Commander  J.  L.  Worden, 
whose  enclosed  report  states  succinctly  the  interesting  particulars. 

The  department  is  aware  that  1  have  had  this  vessel  blockaded  for  eight 
months,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  extreme  vigilance  and  spirit  of  Lientenant 
Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  of  the  Wissshickon,  Acting  Lieutenant  Barnes, 
of  the  Dawn,  and  later  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  of  the  Seneca, 
that  I  have  been  able  to  keep  her  so  long  confined  to  the  waters  of  tbe 
Ogeechee. 

For  several  months  the  Nashville  was  loaded  with  cotton,  but  thoogh 
coDstantl;  on  the  alert,  she  never  ventured  to  run  out.  Sbe  then  withdrew 
up  the  Ogeechee,  and  reappeared  after  a  length  of  time  thoroughly  fitted  as 
a  privateer,  and  presenting  a  very  fine  appearance. 

Fort  McAllister  was  strengthened,  the  river  staked,  with  a  line  of  torpe- 
does in  front  to  prevent  its  ascent  by  light  vessels,  to  cut  her  out.  She 
has  been  freq.ucnt]y  seen  close  under  the  fort  ready  to  make  a  dash  if  tbe 
opportunity  offered,  or  was  quietly  waiting  for  an  iroo-clad  to  tow  her  to 

If  I  am  not  misinformed  she  had  a  heavy  rifle  gun,  on  a  pivot,  as  a  part 
of  her  armament,  was  proverbially  fast,  and  would  doubtless  have  rivalled 
the  Alabama  and  Oreto  in  their  depredations  on  our  commerce.  I  have, 
therefore,  never  lost  sight  of  the  great  importance  of  keeping  her  in,  or  of 
destroying  her  if  1  could.  I  have  accomplished  both  through  the  zeal  and 
vigilance  of  my  gunboat  captains  mentioned  above,  and  the  quick  percep- 
tion and  rapid  execution  of  Commander  Worden,  who  has  thus  added  to  his 
already  brilliant  services. 

Very  respectf  Aly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.DUPOXT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Gommandittg  S.  A.  B.  jS^uottroR. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Wellbs, 

Secretary  (f  the  Nav\f,  WanhUigton,  I>.  0, 


Bgion  of  CommmJa^  Jain  L,  Wbrdm,  ^  On  JfeiriniL 

TJkited  States  Iron-clad  Mohtauk, 

Ogeechee  Biver,  Georgia,  FiAruary  28,  1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  evening  Ihe  enemy's  gteaioer 
Kashville  wag  observed  by  me  in  motion  above  the  battery  known  aa  ¥(a\ 
McAllister.  A  reconnoissancc  immediately  made  proved  that  in  moving  np 
the  river  she  had  grounded  in  that  poi-tiou  of  the  river  known  as  the  Seveo- 
mile  reach. 

Believing  that  I  could,  by  approaching  close  to  the  battery,  reach  mi 
destroy  her  with  my  batteir,  I  moved  up  at  daylight  this  morning,  accom- 

Eanied  by  the  blockading  fleet  in  these  waters,  consisting  of  the  Seneca, 
ieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  the  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Gommaad«r 
Davis,  and  tbe  Dawn,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commander  Barnes. 

By  moving  up  close  to  the  obstructions  in  the  river,  I  was  enabled,  il 
though  under  a  neavy  fire  from  the  battery,  to  approach  the  Nashville,  stil 
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■Lgronod,  within  the  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  A  few  well-directed 
ghclla  determined  the  range,  and  soon  succeeded  in  striking  her  with  11-inch 
and  15-inch  shells.  The  otber  gunboats  maintained  a  fire  from  an  enfilading 
pciaitioa  npon  the  battery  and  the  Naahvillc  at  long  range. 

I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing  that  the  Nashville  had  canght 
fire  from  the  shells  exploded  in  her  in  several  places,  and  in  lees  than  20 
minutes  she  was  canght  in  flames  forward,  aft,  and  amidships.  At  9.20  a.  m. 
B  large  pivot  gan  mounted  abaft  her  foremast  exploded  from  the  heat.  At 
9.10  her  smoke  chimney  went  by  the  board,  and  at  9.55  her  magazine  ex- 
ploded with  terrific  violence,  shattering  her  in  smoking  rnins  ;  nothing 
remains  of  her. 

The  battery  kept  ap  a  continuous  fire  npon  this  vessel,  but  struck  her  but 
five  times,  doing  no  damage  whatever.  The  fire  upon  the  other  gunboats 
was  wild,  and  did  them  no  damage  whatever.  After  assuring  myself  of 
the  complete  deatrnction  of  the  Nashville,  I,  precede(l  by  the  wooden  ves- 
sels, dropped  down  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  gans.  In  so  doing  a 
torpedo  exploded  under  this  vessel,  inflicting,  however,  but  little  injury. 

1  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  this  final  disposition 
of  a  vessel  which  has  so  long  been  in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  a  trouble- 
some pest. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  WORDEN, 
QtmTncmdino,  Senior  Officer  present. 

Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPovt, 

Com'dg  &  A.  B.  Sqtiadron,  Port  Boyal'Soulh  Carolina. 


Made  on  Fort  ifcAUiiter. 

Fuo-Smp  Wabash, 
PoH  Soyal  Barinr.  S.  C,  ifarch  6,  1863. 

Sib:  The  department  has  already  been  informed  of  my  desire,  before  en- 
tering npon  more  important  operations,  to  subject  the  various  mechanical 
appliances  of  the  iron-clads  to  the  full  test  of  active  service,  and  to  give 
the  advantage  of  target  practice  to  tho  oEGcers  and  men  with  their  new 
ordnance.  For  this  purpose  I  had  ordered  a  concentration  in  the  Ogeechee 
of  such  of  these  vessels  as  were  ready  to  attack  Fort  McAllister,  and  se- 
core  or  destroy  the  Nashville. 

Before  this  concentration  could  take  place  the  Nashville  was  destroyed 
by  Commander  Worden,  in  the  Montauk,  the  particulars  of  which  occurrence 
1  reported  to  the  department  by  the  last  mau. 

The  iron-clads  having,  however,  arrived  in  Ossabaw,  I  directed  CaptaJa 
DrayttHi,  of  the  Passaic,  1o  go  on  with  the  attack  on  the  fort,  accompanied 
by  the  Patapsco  and  Nahant;  the  Montank  having  been  three  times  under 
fire  of  the  fort,  and  suflSciently  tested,  was  not  to  join  in. 

I  received,  last  evening.  Captain  Drayton's  detailed  report  of  his  eight 
howri  bombardment,  with  a  statement  of  the  damage  done  to  his  vessel, 
and  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downes  to  him,  all  of 
which  are  enclosed,  (marked  Nob.  1,  2,  3,)  and  I  think  will  be  read  with 
{i^rcat  interest  by  the  department,  for  it  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  valuable 
information  has  been  elicited  and  most  important  data  obtained,  and  I  feel 
thankfnl  that  this  I  have  done  without  any  loss  of  life.  Except  that  the 
fort  might  possibly  protect  another  blockade  runner,  its  capture  was  of  no 
special  practical  importance.  ,   OoOqIc 
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The  injury  to  the  Montank  from  tbe  torpedo  is  the  moat  seriona  that  hu 
occurred,  and  will  require  Bome  ten  days  to  repair,  bnt  the  departmeat  will 
remember  tbe  invaluable  service  she  performed  while  receiving  it. 

I  think  it  worthy  of  mentioning  that  this  bombardment,  Bo  froitfal  u 
giving  UB  experience,  was  witnessed  by  Brigadier  General  Seymoar,  the 
chief  of  artillery,  and  Captain  Dnane,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  military 
department,  and  I  shall  be  able  to  receive  from  these  gentlemen  the  resolts 
of  their  observation,  which,  representing,  as  they  do,  special  brant^ies  of 
the  military  service,  will  be  Interesting  and  important. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  speaking  of  Captain  Drayton, 
who  has  been  one  of  my  commanding  officers  siuce  October,  1861.    He  hu 
performed  this  service  with  that  ability,  judgment,  and  oalm  courage,  which 
have  ever  marked  his  execution  of  my  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DTIPONT, 
Beta-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Sqitadnm. 
Eon.  GmxoiT  Wellxb, 

Secretary  cf  the  Kaoy,  WaaMngton,  D.  O. 


S^ort  nf  Caflm»  Fmed  Dm^bm. 

Ukit£D  States  laox-ci-An  Pasbaig, 

Ogeechee  Biver,  March  1,  1863. 
Sir;  I  wrote  a  short  report  last  evening,  after  my  return  from  the  attack 
on  Fort  McAllister,  and  wilt  now  make  one  more  in  detail.  A  list  of  the 
ammunition  expended,  of  the  injuries  to  the  vessel,  and  an  extract  from  the 
log,  I  enclose  with  this,  from  which  latter  yon  will  perceive  that  tny  vessel 
woa  under  fire  just  eight  honrs.  I  was  directly  in  front  of  the  fort,  tbe 
guns  being,  as  we  looked  at  them,  in  the  centre  between  high  trarereea  of 
earth,  which  were  on  each  side.  These,  however,  as  we  were  placed,  had 
no  effect  in  protecting  either  gnns  or  men.  The  latter  never  exposed  them- 
selves to  our  fire,  usually  discharging  their  pieces  either  while  we  vere 
loading,  or  just  as  our  port  came  m  line,  and  before  Uie  gnns  were  quite 
ready,  the  turret  being  painted  black,  not  deceiving  them  any  more  than 
a  different  color  had  done  in  the  first  attack  of  the  Uoutauk.  I  was 
as  close  to  the  fort  as  the  pilot  (who  is  the  best  on  the  river,  as  was 
proved  in  this  case,  by  my  being  the  only  one  whose  vessel  was  not 
aground  when  the  tide  fell)  would  take  me,  and  as  high  as  the  Uontank 
bad  been,  except  on  her  second  attack,  but  only  for  an  honr,  when  being  in 
twelve  feet,  as  I  understand.  Captain  Worden  was  obliged  to  drop  down  to  a 
position  below  where  I  was  yesterday — a  rather  risky  operation,  too,  in  so  nar- 
row a  channel,  where,  had  the  vessel  grounded,  she  must  have  been  exposed 
below  the  side  annor.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  twelve  feet 
cannot  be  carried  when  a  vessel  is  to  anchor  above  where  I  was.  The  chanod 
is  close  to  the  marsh,  opposite  to  the  fort,  and  as  the  piles  were  only  about  four 
hundred  yards  beyond  where  I  was  Iving,  I  don't  sec  how  more  ttian  two  hun- 
dred yards  can  be  gtuned  nearer  to  the  fort  by  being  against  them,  as  the  river 
can't  be  crossed,  and  is  very  wide.  Oertainly,  after  discussing  the  matter  with 
the  pilot  on  the  spot,  I  doubt  being  able  to  get  nearer  than  a  thousand  yards 
without  going  above  the  piles,  where  the  channel  crosses  over.  My  distance  I 
judged  to  be  twelve  hundred  yards,  fiom  the  following  data  :  The  Xl-inch 
gun  was  very  carefully  elevated  by  a  spirit  level  to  a  little  less  than  six  de- 
grees—this is,  by  ordnance  manual,  fifteen  hundred  yatds,  axis  of  bore  ten  feet 
above  the  water;  mine  was  not  four— which  requires  a  dedaction  of  one  hsn- 
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dred  and  thirty  yardi;  Aen  the  parapet  of  the  fort  was  at  least  tven^  feet 
shove  the  water,  which,  reqniritig  atfont  half  a  degree  more,  will  bring  the  dis- 
tiDce  about  what  I  have  stated  it;  then  shot  were  always  leas  than  fire  seconde 
in  reaching  me  from  the  flaah,  geaeially  four,  which  wonld,  considering  their 
greater  initial  Telocity,  ahont  agree  with  my  calculation.  My  five- second  fiizes, 
nowever,  naoally  hniet  jnat  before  reaching;  the  seven  after  sinking.  The  pilot 
called  the  distance  a  thoaaand  yards. 

The  fort  is  very  solidly  huilt,  with  high  traTerses  between  the  gnna,  and 
raised  at  least  twenty  feet  above  the  river,  and  contained  seven  gana  and  aa 
deren-inch  mortar.  One  of  these  gans  was,  I  think,  destroyed;  the  othera 
need  nntil  we  were  ont  of  range.  Lnmense  holes  were  cnt  into  the  earth,  the 
traverses  and  face  mnch  cnt  away,  bnt  still  no  injn^  done  which  I  think  a 
good  night's  work  wonld  not  repair,  and  I  do  not  oelieve  that  it  can  he  made 
■mtenable  by  any  number  of  iron-clads  which  the  shallow  water  and  narrow 
chuDel  will  permit  to  be  brought  in  position  aeainst  it  The  gnna  are  ona 
ten  fflch,  a  shot  from  which  lodged  on  the  top  of  our  turret  one  heavy  rifle, 
■boot  a  hnndred-ponnder;  and  the  remainder,  I  should  judge,  thirty-twos,  with 
a  light  gnn  throwing  bolts,  which  wonld  he  aimed  at  any  one  showing  them- 
lelvea  on  the  deck.  These  wiA  the  mortar  were,  however,  nothing  as  a  de- 
fence to  the  river  comparable  to  the  shallow  water  and  piles,  as  was  proved  by 
my  being  exposed  to  their  fire  for  eight  hoars  without  serious  injury;  but  they 
answer  the  purpose,  which  is  simply  to  prevent  the  channel  being  cleared  of 
obstruction.  Our  diree  mortar  sdiooners  kept  up  a  fire  during  we  day  fttm 
about  four  thousand  yards  distance,  bat,  so  far  as  I  could  observe,  without  the 
least  effect,  the  shells  generally  falling  short. 

The  firing  from  this  vessel  was  quite  good,  and  I  think  very  few  shots  missed 
itriking  about  the  parapet  after  the  first  hour,  as  I  had  carefully  corrected  each 
one  np  to  that  time  from  ontaide  of  the  turret  on  deck,  where  the  effect  could 
b«  well  followed.  Although  the  attack  was  an  unsnccessfiil  one,  it  was  cer- 
Uioly  not  owing  to  any  want  of  seal  and  attention  to  duty  on  the  part  of  either 
officers  or  men;  and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  N. 
Hiller,  the  executive  officer,  as  well  as  to  Acting  Master  S.  Hnse,  who  attended, 
under  him,  to  the  management  and  pointing  of  the  guns,  and  whose  energy  and 
seal  was  very  marked  on  this  occasion,  as  it  has  been  on  seTeral  others. 

I  f«e]  very  much,  of  course,  the  failure  to  a  certain  extent  of  the  attack, 
which  yoa  had  intrusted  to  my  direction,  but  am  satisfied  that  the  natural  ob- 
ttides  are  such  as  to  render  another  just  as  little  likely  to  succeed.  The  ex- 
peneuce  obtained  is  worth  something  in  future  operations.  I  only  withdrew 
when  all  my  shell  with  fuzes  long  enough  t«  reach  (or  over  five  seconds)  had 
been  expended,  and  when  the  crew  were  almost  beyond  further  work,  having 
been  occupied  for  eight  hours  at  the  guns  without  even  an  intermission  to  eat : 
sod  then  1  should  have  remained  had  I  seen  the  least  sign  of  faltering  or 
slackneaa  of  fire  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that 
it  was,  if  anything,  more  rapid  towards  the  last. 

The  gnnboata  Seneca,  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  Wissahickon,  Lieu- 
Icuaiit  Commander  Davis,  and  Dawn,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  were  aochored 
near  the  mortar  schooners  in  signal  distance  of  ua,  and  prepared  to  give  ua 
assistance  had  any  been  required. 

Everything  about  the  guns  and  carriages  worked  to  my  satisfaction, 
except  that  the  box  round  the  XV-inch  gun,  on  examination,  was  found  to 
be  almost  detached  from  the  side,  owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  bolts  which 
secured  it  to  the  turret.  From  its  appearance  this  morning,  I  should  think 
that  it  could  scarcely  stand  a,  dozen  more  shots.  Uy  deck,  having  been 
very  badly  injured,  will  require  some  repairs  before  I  could,  1  think,  safely 
go  outside.  The  mortar  shell  which  fell  on  deck  over  the  bread-room  would 
nndonbtedly  have  gone  ttirough  had  it  not  strock  on  a  beam.     As  it  «m,  it 
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has  completely  crushed  in  the  planking  at  the  aide  of  the  beam,  opening 
quite  a  hole  through,  and  had  it  been  loaded  with  powder  instead  oC  sand, 
might  have  set  the  vessel  on  fire.  I  have  measured  a  piece  of  it,  and  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  larc^er  than  ten-inch.  This  certainly  does  not 
say  much  for  the  strength  of  the  deck,  the  injury  to  which  has  been  so  mnch 
more  serious  than  to  that  of  the  Montauk,  that  I  must  attribute  it  to  a 
worse  class  of  iron,  unless  heavier  guns  have  been  mounted  since  the  attack 
made  by  Commander  Worden, 

I  have  COBB  into  greater  length  than,  perhaps,  would  be  required,  were  it 
not  that  ill  success  always  needs  much  explanation,  and  that  things  which 
relate  to  the  iron-clads  possess,  from  their  want  of  precedent*,  an  interest 
not  otherwise  belonging  to  them. 

On  the  night  previous  to  the  attack.  Lieutenant  Commander  Gibson,  with 
hia  boats,  swept  for  torpedoes  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  one  which  ex- 
ploded under  the  Montauk,  but  did  not  meet  with  any. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  my  pilot  was  &e  same  one  who  had 
charee  of  the  Montauk  in  her  various  operations  in  this  river;  and  I  have  to 
thank  Commanders  Ammcn  and  Downea  for  the  hearty  support  which  they  ■ 
gave  me. 

I  send  also  the  reports  of  Commanders  Ammen  and  Downea. 
I  am,  very  respectfatly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  praent. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPont, 

Covi'g  8.  A.  B.  Sqvadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  Flag-^ip  Wabmh. 


Bfport  <^  Litiittatmt  Cbimamkr  J.  !f.  MUier  if  ajiam  to  Ou  Pimak. 

UNrTED  States  Iroh-clad  Steakbb  Passaic, 

Ogeechee  Siver,  Oeorgia,  M<uvh  4,  1863. 

Sir:  I  snbmit  the  following  report  of  the  ii^nriea  we  received  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  McAllister. 

We  were  struck  nine  times  on  the  port  side  armor.  Three  of  these  were 
about  fifty  feet  from  the  bow,  and  within  the  distance  of  three  feet  from 
each  other.  They  made  indentations  of  two  inches,  carried  away  several 
bolts,  and  laised  the  adjoining  deck  plating  one  inch.  The  otlier  shots  in 
side  armor  made  indentations  of  about  one  inch,  without  injuring  the  bolts. 

On  deck  plating  we  received  thirteen  shots.  One  over  ward-room  atore- 
room  raised  the  plating  and  carried  away  several  of  the  bolts.  One  atmck 
over  the  hammock-room,  near  the  turret,  crushing  in  the  plating  and  deck 
planking,  causing  the  deck  to  leak  when  covered  with  water.  Two  shots 
struck  over  the  engine-room,  breaking  a  number  of  bolts  in  the  plating, 
which  it  also  broke  through  and  raised  the  ends.  A  lO-inch  mortar  sbeU, 
loaded  with  sand,  struck  over  the  bread-room,  crushing  in  the  deck  plating 
and  planking.  It  struck  partly  on  a  beam  and  the  angle-iron  which  snp- 
ports  it,  but,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  these  are  not  injured.  The  remaining 
shots  on  deck  did  not  seriously  injure  the  plating. 

Five  shots  struck  the  turret,  making  indentations  varying  from  one-half 
inch  to  one  inch.     One  of  these  is  sii  inches  below  the  XV-inch  port 

Two  shots  struck  the  pilot-house,  carrying  away  three  of  the  bolts  and 
making  indentations  of  about  one  inch. 

One  shot  struck  the  roof  of  the  turret  and  broke  one  of  iia  beams  of  rail- 
toad  iron.    The  lower  part  of  the  smoke-stack  was  struck  onc«  close  to  tbe 
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deck,  making  an  indentation  of  one  and  one-fourth  inch,  and  carrying  awaj 
one  of  tbe  bolt  beads. 

The  concnsston  of  the  XV-incli  prun  broke  all  of  the  bolts  holding  the  side 
of  the  box  to  tbe  turret,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  unless  the  bolts  are  replaced, 
that  a  few  more  fires  would  destroy  the  box,  one  side  of  which  is  much 
bulged  out.  The  bolt  holding  one  of  the  rollers  of  the  sliding  plate,  in  con- 
cussion box,  parted  during  the  action ;  but  as  we  always  fired  &t  the  same 
elevation,  the  plat«  was  lashed  so  that  we  could  run  the  gun  in  and  out. 

During  the  action  we  were  struck  thirty-four  times,  nine  of  which  were 
OD  side  armor,  thirteen  on  deck,  five  on  turret,  two  on  pilot-house,  one  on 
roof  of  turret,  one  on  emoke-stack  ;  one  carried  away  pennant  staff  on  pilot- 
house, one  carried  away  boat-spar  aft,  and  one  the  oat-rigger  furward. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  MILLER,  Executive  Officer. 


Ibon-clid  Patafsgo, 
Ogeechee  Bluer,  March  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  at  S  a.  m.of 
to^ay,  the  Patapsco  was  got  under  way,  preceded  by  the  Passaic  and 
followed  by  the  Nabant,  and  at  about  8.30  a.  m.  anchored  below  Fort 
UcAllister. 

The  enemy  immediately  opened  fire,  and  bad  established  a  target  for 
range  on  a  marsh  near  the  spot  where  the  three  vessels  anchored,  as  near 
each  other  as  was  possible  to  awing  clear  on  a  turn  of  tide.  Seven  gnna 
were  visible  on  the  face  of  the  work,  protected  by  heavy  traverses,  and  in 
an  adjoining  wood  one  or  two  mortars  and  a  nSe  were  in  position,  and 
directed  their  fire  against  us 

The  difficulty  of  approach  through  a  narrow  channel  and  the  shoalness  of 
the  water  evidently  left  you  without  a  choice  of  position.  We  followed 
;oar  movements,  and  after  firing  a  few  shells,  found  the  distance  from  the 
battery  greater  than  had  been  suppoaed. 

We  fired  deliberately,  and  finding  the  XV-inch  gun  required  more  eleva- 
tion than  is  desirable,  confined  ourselves  for  some  time  to  the  use  of  the 
rifle. 

The  time  fuzes  of  the  rifle,  except  those  made  by  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, did  not  appear  generally  to  explode  the  ahellB,  and  the  percuesion 
elietis  did  not  explode  with  the  ordinary  percussion  mnsket  cap.  By  filing 
tbe  nipple  so  as  to  receive  an  ordinary  cap,  few  failed  even  when  striking 
in  tbe  sand. 

Fourteen  XT-inch  and  forty-six  150-pound  rifle  shell  were  expended  by  ae 
against  the  enemy. 

Nu  injury  was  sustained  by'  this  vessel,  and  only  one  shot  was  known  to 
have  atrnck  the  deck.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  firing  of  the  enemy  was 
directed  against  the  Passaic. 

The  works  of  the  enemy  appeared  very  much  cut  up.  Tbe  parapet  was 
breached  in  several  places,  and  three  of  the  traverses  very  much  injured. 

When  the  Passaic  and  the  Nahant  swung  to  flood,  at  about  3  p.  m.,  we 
remained  across  the  tide,  and  I  saw  at  once  that  we  were  aground,  owing  to 
having  anchored  a  few  yards  on  the  port  quarter  of  the  Passaic  as  she  rode 
to  tlie  ebb.  A  rising  tide  and  working  the  engine  enabled  us  to  swing  about 
3.40  p.  m. 
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The  ai^al  by  whistle  to  get  under  way  was  not  nnderBtood  b;  ni,  ud 
the  Qag  was  not  seen.     After  seeing  the  Nahant  leave,  and  learning  veiball; 
t^  order,  I  got  under  way,  aa  directed,  and  proceeded  to  this  anraorige. 
I  am,  very  respectfallj,  Tour  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  AHMBN,  Commander. 
Captain  Pebcival  Dratton, 
Iron^ad  F 


fifwH  y  OBUWKfar  JbAn  Domm,  qf  tit  JfiAimL 

Ibon-clad  Nahant, 
Oiaabaw  Soutid,  JfortA  4,  18S3. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  aubmit  the  following  report  of  the  participatkn 
of  this  veesel  in  the  attack  yesterday  npon  Fort  McAllister. 
Weighing  anchor  at  T.30  a.  m.,  the  commencement  of  ebb  tide,  in  oon- 

?Iiance  with  signal,  we  steamed  ap  the  river,  preceded  by  the  Passaic  and 
atapaco,  and  at  8.30  grounded  in  close  vicinity  to  onr  snbtiequent  anchorAge, 
and  after  tbe  two  leading  vessels  had  anchored;  but  by  backing  our  enginet 
fortunately  got  aflnat  again  before  tbe  tide  had  receded  enfficiently  to  n»le 
us  a  fixture  until  the  next  high  water.  At  8.50,  whilst  still  aground,  we 
commenced  action  about  seventeen  hundred  ^ards  from  tbe  fort,  the  enemy 
having  opened  fire  about  ten  minutes  previously,  and  continued  it  sobse- 
quently  at  the  reduced  distance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards,  nntil  ordered 
by  signal  to  "discontinue  and  drop  out  of  action,"  at  near  i  p.  m.;  dnrinit 
which  time  we  fired  thirty-two  XV-inch  shell  and  thirty-nine  Xl-inch  ibelL 
After  firing  ten  charges  of  thirty-five  pounds  from  tbe  XV-inch,  with  all  the 
elevation  I  could  give  the  gun,  the  shell  falling  short  of  the  parapet,  and  not 
being  able  to  reduce  my  distance  from  tlie  fort,  I  considered  it  necessary  to 
increase  my  charge  of  powder  to  thirty-eight  pounds,  after  which  the  practice 
from  this  vessel  was  very  satisfactory,  and  the  effect  npon  the  earthwork 
opposed  to  ns  apparently  very  damaging,  tearing  away  the  parapet  and 
traverses,  and  bursting  the  shells  witli  great  certainty  inside  the  work,  and 
very  often  in  close  vicinity  of  the  guns. 

1  can  find  no  trace  of  this  vessel  having  been  struck  by  shot  daring  the 
action;  indeed,  the  leading  veasel,  the  Passaic,  seemed  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  battery  almost  exclusively,  they  giving  us  only  an  occasional  shot, 
which  generally  passed  over.  A  mortar  planted  under  cover  of  the  woods 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  and  a  small  rified  piece  or  two,  aimed  apparently 
at  persona  exposing  themselves  npon  the  dec^,  paid  us  particular  attentioo, 
but'without  efiect. 

At  various  times  during  the  action  the  compressor  arrangements  of  the 
XV-inch  gun  became  disarranged,  the  gun  twice  revolving  so  far  in  that  it 
was  with  great  difGculty,  and  once  only  with  the  assistance  of  a  jackscrew, 
that  we  forced  it  out  again;  and  at  the  twentieth  fire  the  rivets  of  tbe  brasa 
guides  on  the  after  part  of  tbe  carriage  broke,  tbe  guides  falling  down  into 
the  tniTet  chamber  below,  without,  however,  disabling  the  gun. 

At  the  thirty-ninlb  fire  of  the  Xl-inch  gun  the  caa^iron  yoke  snapped  at 
the  outer  edge  of  the  port  trunnion,  thereby  efiectulally  disabling  the  gvn 
nntil  another  yoke  is  supplied  to  ub. 

I  estimated  the  armament  of  the  fort  on  the  wat«r  faces  at  seven  guns — a 
large  rifle,  and  the  remainder  Vl-inch,  Vlll-inch,  and  X-inch  guns— ^)e8ides 
one  or  two  smaller  rifles,  nut  apparent  to  US,  except  from  their  executiou, 
and  the  one  mortar  previously  mentioned. 
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The  besriog  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  eyerjibijig  I  had  expected  of 
tbem,  eotirely  aatisiactory,  and  asanrin^  to  me  that  under  any  circa matancea 
they  will  perform  tiieir  dutiea  thoroughly.      •  *  *  «  « 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNBS,  Commander. 
Captain  Pebctval  Dkattok, 

Omn'g  Jrotn^ad  Paaaaic,  and  Senior  Officer  preaent,  Ogechee  JUver. 


JjTived  of  the  QiUkiU  at  Port  Boyd. 
[DeipatchHo.  117— 1B(B.] 

FuO-SBtP  WlBASH, 

Fort  Boyai  Harbor,  Sovih  Caroiina,  March  7, 1863. 
S3 :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  of  the  arrival  here  on  the 
5th  inatsnt  of  the  United  States  eteamer  Bienville,  having  in  tow  tlie  United 
States  iron-clad  steamer  Catakill. 
The  Bienville  will  leave  on  Monday  next  foi  her  destination. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  aervant, 

S.  F.  DUPOKT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S,  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  Gidkok  Wbllbs, 

Secr^ry  <f  ihe  Navy,  Waiim0on. 


CAii^  Engmeer  Stimer*  eoming  north  to  report. 
[DaapatchNo.  114—1863.] 

Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Barhor,  South  CaroHna,  March  T,  18S3. 
Sn;  Chief  Engineer  A.  0.  Stimers  returns  north  in  the  Ericsson,  taking 
charge  of  my  despatches.  He  was  on  board  the  Passaic  during  the  laat  attack 
on  F%rt  UcAlliater,  and  is  anxious  to  report  his  experience  to  the  depart- 
ment. Thongh  hia  Bervicesjare  valuable  to  me  in  the  repair  of  the  Monitors, 
I  have  concluded  to  let  him  go. 

Very  rrapectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admird,  Cornldg  8.  A.  B.  Siptadron. 
Hod.  GiDtotf  Wellxb, 

Secretary  (^  Uie  Smy,  Washington. 
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Sepbrt  <^  survey  on  (he  Moniaitle. 
[Daapatdi  Ng.  133—1863.] 

Piao-Ship  Wabash, 
Fort  Royal  Hwrbor,  8  C,  Marth  1, 1B63. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  the  survey  on  the  Monlank, 
injured  hy  the  exploRioa  of  a  torpedo  on  the  28th  ultimo,  after  the  destrac- 
tioD  of  the  Nashville.     Drawings  are  also  forwarded  herewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oliedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admiraii  Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Sqwdron. 
Hon,  Gideon  Wbllkh, 

Secrtiary  of  the  Nam/,  WaAinglon. 


Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Boyal  Hariw,  S.  G.,  March  5,  1863. 
Oektlembh:  Ton  will  hold  a  Btrict  and  carefal  survey  on  the  hull  of  the 
United  States  Iron-clad  Montank,  and  report  to  me  in  triplicate  what  dun- 
ages  she  has  sustained  from  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  on  the  S8th  ultimo, 
the  best  mode  of  repairing  the  same,  and  the  time  required  for  that  porpot^. 
BespectfuUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

■  S,  F.  DUPONT, 
Mear'Adnaral,  Com'dg  8.  A.  B.  Sqvadron. 
Chief  Engineer  Alban  0.  Stimebs,  Chief  Engineer  R.  UcCleebt,  U.  S. 
steamer  Wabash,  Mechanical  Engineer  Edwabd  Fabon. 


[Deapsleh  No.  UK,  1863,— Bndosim.] 

Fort  Rotal,  South  Cabouha,  March  5, 1863. 

Snt:  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders  of  this  date,  we  have  examined  the  bot- 
tom of  the  iron-clad  Uontauk  with  reference  to  the  injury  sustained  by  theei- 
plosion  beneath  it  of  a  torpedo  in  the  Ogeechee  river,  and  we  beg  leave 
very  respectfully  to  report 

Tlie  explosion  took  place  beneath  the  back  end  of  the  port  boiler,  under 
a  part  where  the  ship's  bottom  is  very  flat. 

We  found  the  cast  iron  portion  of  the  boiler-T-blow-off  pipe — which  in  ali 
iron  ships  it  is  considered  necessary  to  place  between  the  copper  pipes  and 
the  wrought  iron  of  the  ship's  bottom  to  prevent  galvanic  action,  whicb 
would  otherwise  take  place,  broken  ofT,  the  bottom  permanently  indented 
two  and  a  half  inches:  the  iadentation  exteflding  five  feet  athwartsbip  and 
three  feet  fore  and  aft.  The  greatest  force  of  the  explosion  was  directly 
under  a  twelve-inch  floor,  along  beneath  which  the  plating  of  the  ship  is 
cracked  a  distance  of  two  feet  four  inches,  (2'  4"  ;)  thence  diagonally  aft 
and  toward  the  keel  one  foot  ten  inches  (1'  10",)  its  direction  being  indi- 
cated by  saying  that  it  extends  aft  nine  inches  (9",)  and  athwartshipa  one 
foot  eight  inches  (1'  8",)  the  diagonal  portion  of  the  crack  being  in  tlie  next 
Streak  togarboard.  This  twelve-inch  (12'')  floor,  and  the  sixteen-incb  (16') 
one  forward  of  it,  are  warped  and  torn  somewhat  from  the  frames- 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ship  be  beached,  and  a  soft 
patch  tap  bolted  to  the  inside  of  the  cracked  plate ;  that  the  floors  be  atraighl- 
encd  and  refasteued  to  the  frames,  and  that  a  wrought-iroD  pipe  be  put  in 
place  of  the  cast-iron  one  which  broke. 
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In  making  this  last  recommend atioo,  we  are  aware  that  we  are  departing 
from  what  is  considered  ihe  beat  practice  in  iron  ship-building  where  cop- 
per pipes  are  ased,  and  that  a  torpedo  may  never  again  explode  with  thut 
nice  adjnstment  of  locality  and  force  which  ntay  break  a  cast-iron  pipe  and 
not  break  through  entirely  Into  the  ship.  Yet  we  prefer  to  assume  that  this 
may  occur,  and  to  suffer  the  certain  inconvenieDce  of  the  galvanic  action, 
than  to  replace  a  broken  part  with  material  which  will  certainly  be  broken 
npon  an  exact  repetition  of  the  accident. 

We  eatimate  the  time  required  aa  follows :  ' 

To  make  the  necessary  preparations 4  days. 

To  remain  on  the  beach 2     " 

To  complete  all  that  it  is  proposed  to  do i     " 

Total  time  from  date 10  days. 

We  are,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

ALBAN  C.  STIMERS, 

Chvf  Engineer  U.  8.  Navy. 
B.  W.  McCLBERY, 

Chirf  Engineer  U.  S.  Navy. 
EDWARD  FA  RON, 

Meclumical  Engineer. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPost, 

C&mmanding  South  Atlatilic  Btochading  Sqvadrtm. 


Arrival  cfQva  Nantucket  at  Port  Soyal. 
[t>«patoh  No.  132—1663.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Soyal  Hari)or,  S.  C,  Marvh  15,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  of  the  safe  arriral  this 
momiug  of  the  iron-clad  Nantucket  in  tow  of  the  Florida. 

Commander  Bankhead,  in  obedience  to  bis  orders,  will  return  immediately 
to  Hampton  Roads.    She  needs  twelve  hours  to  repair. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GmEON  Welles, 

Secretary  if  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Bequeeting  commanding  officers  of  iron-dade  to  mahe  suggestiojtB  relative  to 
their  improvement. 

Navt  Drpartiient,  March  25,  X863. 
Sir;  The  department  desires  the  commandinf;  officers  of  the  iron-clads  to 
report  frequently  with  regard  to  the  riualities  of  those  vessels,  and  to  make 
any  suggestions  which  experience  may  dictate  for  their  improvement. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Sscretory  (f  the  Navy. 
Real-Admiral  S.  P.  DcPont, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  SqvLodron,  Port  Boyd. 
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Parage  of  KeokuJc  to  Fori  Royal. 

[Detpstch  So.  156—1863.] 

Flao-Ship  Wabasb, 
Port  Royal  Sarbor,  S.  O.,  March  21, 1883. 
Sib  1  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  arrival  hereyesWr 
day  afternoon,  in  gAod  order,  of  the  United  States  iron-dad  steamer  Eeokuk, 
accompanied  by  the  tag  Qovemor. 

Enclosed  (marked  No,  1)  ia  a  copy  of  Commander  Rhinil's  report  of  the 
passage  from  Hampton  Booda  to  this  port.  She  viU  be  ready  for  serrice 
in  three  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admird,  (hmituaiding  8.  A.  B.  iSjuodnm. 
Hon.  OiDioif  Willis, 

Stcrtiary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  0. 


[Endomre  No.  1.— Danpatch  Ko.  156,  1863.] 

UNnsD  Statks  Stxam  BAirnr  KeoKrx, 
Port  Royal,  March  36,  1S63. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel.    We  left  Bitnp 
ton  Roads  on  Sunday  evening  at  9  o'clock,  after  a  detention  of  several  hoor* 
by  fog.    On  the  paasage  down,  in  tow  of  steam-tug  Ouvemor,  we  bad  rongb 
veather  after  paaaing  Oape  Lookout  shoals. 

In  a  heavy  sea  the  veasel  rolls  deeply,  but  easily.  I  consider  her  a  gwA 
and  safe  vessel  at  sea. 

The  cODvoy  steamer  E.  B.  Hale  was  lost  sight  of  on  Taeeday  evening  id  > 
heavy  squall.  When  the  engines  are  worked  more,  and  in  good  order,  tbe 
Keokuk  will  be  able  to  go  without  convoy,  and  I  think  will  attain  a  tiftt^ 
of  over  nine  knota  in  smooth  water. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  0.  BHI\D,  Comnuuuter. 
Beai^Admiral  S.  F.  DcPont, 

Commanding  South  Adantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Cluing  attention  to  request  for  report  upon  improvement  of  iron-dadi. 

Navt  DEPAitmHT,  May  1,  IB63. 
8nt :  On  the  25th  March  last,  the  department  requested  that  the  commAnd- 
ing  officers  of  the  iron-clads  should  report  frequently  with  regard  to  ibt 
qualities  of  those  vessels,  and  make  any  suggestions  for  their  improvement 
which  experience  might  dictate.  No  reports  having  been  received,  il  •« 
thought  the  subject  may  have  been  overlooked. 
Yery  respectfully,  Sec, 

GIDEOS  WELLES, 
Secretan/ {f  the  Sony- 
Bea^Admiral  S.  F.  DuPomt, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  0. 
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Ayury  to  turret  (f  the  NiAant, 

[DflopatchNo.  211—1863.] 

Fuo-Shif  Wababh, 
Fort  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  May  3.  1863. 
Sir:  I  berewitli  enclose  copies  (marked  1  and  2)  of  the  reports  of  Com- 
matider  Downes,  of  the  Nahant,  and  of  his  Grst  assistant  eng'ineer,  F.  J. 
Lovering,  an  enperiencec]  officer,  respecting  the  turret  of  that  Teasel. 

I  also  enclose  (marked  No  3)  a  slip  from  the  Baltimore  American,  written, 
there  is  ever;  reason  to  believe,  either  by  Mr.  Fulton  or  Mr.  Stimers,  in 
which,  among  other  things,  it  is  stated  "that  the  damage  done  to  the  Nahant, 
Passaic,  and  Weeliawken,  the  only  vessels  of  the  fleet  materially  injured, 
was  completely  remedied  before  noon  on  Wednesday."  The  turret  of  tfae 
Nahant  is  represented  "to  have  been  wedged  by  a  sbot  atriking  it  at  the- 
lower  edge  where  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  deck." 

This  was  not  the  cose,  and  it  was  restored  to  working  condition  earVy 
next  morning  by  Ur.  Farren,  who  found  that  the  difficulty  was  in  the  socket 
of  the  tun«t  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  jammed  out 
uf  its  place  by  a  heavy  concussion  in  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret  In  two 
hours  ne  had  it  revolving  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  minnte  to  the 
curreoL 

The  department  will  perceive,  by  the  reports  of  Commander  Downee  and 
Mr.  Lovering,  that  the  turret  of  the  Nahant  is  not  yet  in  working  order ; 
that  as  Ute  as  the  28th  of  April,  with  thirty  pounds  of  steam  it  required 
two  minntes  and  forty  seconds  to  make  one  revolution,  and  that  when  the 
pressure  wa«  reduced  to  twenty-three  pounds  the  turret  stopped. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-AdmircU,  Commanding  8.  A.  K  Squadron. 
Hod.  Gidbon  Wblles, 

Secreiari/  of  the  Ifavy,  Washington. 


[EncloauTC  No.  1.— Dwpatcb  No.  911,  1863.} 

Ikon  CLAD  Nahant, 
North  Ediglo  River,  April  29,  1863; 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  enclosed  the  report  of  the  senior 
engineer,  Mr.  Levering,  upon  the  working  condition  of  the  turret  of  this 
vessel,  and  the  apparent  causes  of  its  unsatisfactory  performance,  by  which 
it  will  be  perceived  that  for  the  space  of  a  week  we  will  be  unfitted  for  ser- 
vice. At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  however,  I  hope  and  think  the  obstacles 
t«  the  moving  of  oor  turret  will  have  been  removed,  and  this  vessel  ready 
for  service. 

I  Bin,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DcPosT, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Sijvadron,  Fori  Royal,  S.  G. 
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[EndoMireNo.  2.— Deipfttch  So.  211,  lEOS.) 

IRON-CLAK  N  ah  AST, 

North  EdiOo  Rioer,  April  28,  1863, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  this  forenoon,  having  cut  out  tbe 
pieces  of  the  pilot-bouae  ring,  where  it  bound  the  base  of  the  house,  I 
turned  the  turret,  and  with  thirty  pounds  of  steam  it  required  two  rainutw 
and  forty  seconds  to  make  one  revolution;  with  twenty-eix  pounds  of  steam, 
three  minutes  and  eiglit  seconds;  and  where  tbe  preBsnre  was  redaceJ  lo 
twenty-three  pounds,  the  turret  stopped. 

The  difficulty,  in  my  opinion,  is  caused  by  the  teeth  of  the  main  pinion 
and  wheel  waehing  too  deeply,  and  by  the  after  or  fifteen-incb  gun  side  of 
the  turret  settling,  so  that  the  main  turret  beam  strikes  the  pinion  in  its  re- 
volution. To  remedy  this,  it  will  be  necessary  tn  remove  the  main  pinioQ 
and  reduce  its  thickness  i'rom  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  dresa 
the  teeth  of  the  pinion  and  cut  three  quarters  of  an  inch  off  the  end  of  tbe 
main  pinion  shaft.  With  the  facilities  at  hand  this  can  be  done  is  ou 
week. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

F.  J.  LOVERING, 

Senior  Engineer. 
Commander  J.  Downeb. 


[EDclDinra  No.  8.— Dttpatcb  So.  SIl,  1863.] 

IHPREGNABILm  OF  THE  MONTTOBB. 

[Promtk*  Bimmon  American.] 

There  will  be  found  in  our  columns  this  morning  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erics- 
son with  regard  to  the  test  of  the  strength  of  the  fleet  of  Monitors  wtAtt 
the  walla  of  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  Having  witnessed  that  great  conflict, 
.and  after  the  battle  visited  all  tlie  Monitors  engaged  in  it,  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  asserting  that  it  was  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  all  experieuctd 
observers  to  see  bow  little  they  were  really  injured.  They  were  scarred 
.and  bruised,  and  their  smoke-stacks  penetrated  by  the  projectiles  litersllv 
rained  on  them  by  tbe  enemy;  but  even  in  this  respect  not  one  of  tbrm 
fared  as  badly  as  tlie  original  Monitor  in  her  conflict  with  the  Merrimack. 
No  one  doubted  her  entire  ability  to  renew  the  fight  next  day,  and  our  en- 
tire Jeet  of  Monitors  were  as  competent  to  return  to  the  walla  of  Sumter  v 
she  was  to  meet  the  Merrimack. 

The  damage  done  to  the  Nahant,  Passaic,  and  Wechawken,  tbe  only  Te»- 
.sels  of  the  fleet  really  injured,  was  completely  remedied  before  noon  ud 
Wednesday.  The  turret  of  the  Nabant  is  represented  to  have  been  wedged 
by  a  shot  striking  it  at  the  lower  edge,  where  it  comes  in  contact  with  ^e 
deck;  this  was  not  the  case,  and  it  was  restored  to  working  condition  early 
next  morning  by  Mr.  Farren,  who  found  that  the  difficulty  was  in  the  suctel 
of  tbe  turret,  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  vessel,  which  had  been  jarred  not 
of  its  place  by  a  heavy  concussion  on  the  upper  edge  of  tbe  turret  I" 
two  hours  he  had  it  revolving  at  the  rate  of  one  aud  a  half  minnteti' 
the  current.  Some  of  tlie  bolts  of  her  pilut-house  were  broken,  but  there 
was  no  penetration  either  there  or  in  the  turret.  Her  deck  was  scarred,  bvr 
smoke-pipe  cut  through,  and  the  deepest  indentation,  (two  aud  tbree-qoarU'r 
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inches)  received  by  anv  of  the  veseels  made  in  her  turret,  but  she  could 
have  fought  aa  effectually  next  day  as  any  of  the  fleet. 

The  only  trouble  ia  the  Paaaaic  was  the  prntrusion  of  a  bolt-head  in  the 
larret,  which  prevented  one  of  the  slides  of  her  port  stopper  from  openinf^. 
A  cold  chisel  and  an  hour's  application  of  the  hammer  remedied  that  ob- 
8t  ruction. 

The  Wcehawkeu  was  more  extensively  scarred  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy 
than  any  other  of  the  vessels,  and  her  deck  was,  at  one  point,  penetrated 
by  a  steel-pointed  rifle  shot  of  small  calibre.  This  nhot  cut  a  groove  in  the 
deck  about  eighteen  inches  long  and  very  smooth,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
passed  underneath  and  into  one  of  the  coal  bnakers.  The  fracture,  however, 
was  very  small,  and  the  damage  of  no  account,  so  far  as  her  efficiency  wag 
concerned.  The  side  armor  of  her  hull  was  also  severely  tested,  four  balls 
hariD^f  struck  on  the  upper  edge  within  a  space  of  two  feet.  It  preaen'ed,  at 
this  spot,  a  very  ragged  appearance.  Her  gallant  commander,  Captain  John 
Rodgera,  led  the  battle,  and  waa  the  fiist  in  and  ihe  laflt  out,  and  never 
ceatted  firing.  For  a  renewal  of  the  fight  she  had  received  no  real  injury. 
Su  also  with  tJie  other  four:  the  Patapaco,  Oatskill,  and  Nantucket,  and  Mod- 
tiiuk,  were  beantified  by  the  scars  of  war,  but  not  injured  in  the  slightest 
manner,  ao  far  aa  ability  to  renew  the  fight  was  concerned. 

As  to  their  steering  qualitica,  they  are  unequalled  by  any  vessels  ever 
constructed.  We  have  sailed  side  by  side  with  them  for  hnndredx  of  miles 
on  the  ocean,  and  have  seen  them  in  the  strong  tide-way  of  narrow  and 
shallow  channels,  and  never  heard  any  complaint  of  their  steering  quali- 
ties, until  we  read  accounts  in  the  New  York  papei-s,  in  their  attempts  to 
eicuse  the  unsatisfactory  operations  of  the  naval  authorities  before 
Charleston. 

We  contend  that  this  flrst  practical  teat  of  the  power  of  endurance  of  the 
iroay;lad  Monitors  was  most  satisfactory,  and  that  there  was  no  more  rea- 
«in  for  uot  renewing  the  conflict  next  day  than  there  would  have  been  for 
not  commencing  it  on  the  previous  day.  It  was  regarded  by  most  uf  those 
who  witnessed  it  as  a  most  satisfactory  reconnoissance,  showing  the  entire 
capacity  of  the  Monitors  to  withstand  such  a  concentrated  fire,  and  the  ina- 
bility of  the  enemy  with  the  moat  powerful  of  modern  projectiles  to  pene- 
trate their  ftrmor. 


Bdative  to  forwarding  euggettiora  of  officers  commanding  inm-cladB. 

[De^Mtch  No.  ISO— 1S63  ] 

•  FLio-Snip  Wabash, 

Port  Eoyal,  South  Varodna,  May  II,  1863. 
Sib:  Ibave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  department's  des- 
patch of  May  1,  referring  to   a  previous  despatch,  in  which  tlie  command- 
ing officers  of  the  iron-clada  were  directed  to  make  suggestions  as  to  their 
improve  uient. 

A  Copy  of  the  original  despatch  was  immediately  delivered  to  those  o£B- 
crs,  and  an  answer  has  been  prepared,  which  I  bad  expected  to  have  for- 
warded by  tbis  mail. 
It  will  be  scot  by  the  next  ateamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F  DUPONT, 
Bear-Admind,  Chmmanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GinioN  Welles, 

Secretary  qf  Uie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0.  GoOqIc 
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Tdegrt^ic  report  of  the  ct^ure  of  tke  AUanla. 
[TBlBgnin  kt  Washington— JuiiB  11,  18G3.] 

NnmiRT  Nxwa,  June  S3, 186S. 
Tour  telegram  jnat  received.  Admiral  DnPont  sent  Weehawken,  Jobn 
RodgerH,  and  Nahant  down  to  Waseaw  eonnd  to  look  ont  for  the  AtluiU. 
June  11th.  at  6  a.  m.,  Atlanta  came  down,  accompanied  by  two  gunboaU. 
The  engagement  was  excluaively  between  the  Weehawken  and  Atlantk. 
The  latter  mounted  fonr  of  the  Brooke  rifles,  two  of  Beren-iiich  on  bow  ud 
etern  pivots,  Etnd  two  of  six-inch,  one  on  each  aide.  She  conld  fight  two  of 
the  former,  and  one  of  the  latter,  on  a  aide.  Rodgers  engaged  at  close  qoir 
ters.  The  first  fiftemi-inch  shot,  fired  by  himtelf,  took  off  the  top  of  At- 
lanta's pilot-honse,  and  wounded  two  of  her  three  pilots.  Another  fin«ea- 
inch  shot  strnck  half-way  np  ber  roof,  iron-plated,  fonr  iocbes  thick,  killini 
one  and  wonnding  seventeen  men.  Eleven  shots  were  fired  in  all— five  by 
Weehawken,  six  by  Atlanta.  The  latter,  aground,  surrendered.  The  figbl 
was  short  ;  the  victory  signal.  The  Weehawken  snstained  no  injury  of  ui; 
sort.  Atlanta  steers  well,  and  made  six  knots,  against  a  head  sea,  going  to 
Port  Royal.  She  was  completely  provided  with  instrnments  and  stores  for 
a  regular  cruise.  She  had  a  ram,  a  saw,  and  a  torpedo  on  her  bow.  £i- 
Lieuteuant  W.  A.  Webb  commanded  her.  Her  complement  waa  one  hao- 
dred  and  sixty-five  souls.  Her  wounded  were  left  at  Port  Royal.  The  Atlanta 
is  said  to  have  come  down  confident  of  capturing  the  Monitors  easily,  and 
ber  conaortx,  filled  with  apectatora,  were  prepared  to  to-a  them  to  Savannah. 
She  will  soon  be  ready  for  Mrvice  under  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actmg  Bear  Admini. 
Hon,  QmKON  Wiu.es, 

(Secretary  if  the  Navy. 


Capture  cf  re&ef  iron-eiad  AOanla. 

FlaO-ShIF  Wl  BISH, 

Port  Soyal  Hatior,  South  Carolina,  June  17,  1863. 
SiK :  Having  reieon  to  believe  that  the  Atlanta  and  other  rebel  iron-cltds 
at  Savannah  were  about  attempting  to  enter  Warsaw  sonnd,  by  Wilmington 
river,  for  the  parposo  of  attacking  the  blockading  vessels  there  and  in  the 
sounds  further  south,  I  despatched,  some  days  ago,  the  Weehawken,  Cap- 
tain John  Rodgers,  from  this  port,  and  the  Nahant,  Commander  J.  Dowoea, 
from  North  Bdisto,  to  Warsaw,  where  the  Cimmerone,  Commander  Drake, 
was  maintaining  the  inside  blockade. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  to  the  department  that  this  morning  the 
Atlanta  came  down,  by  Wilmington  river,  into  Warsaw  sound,  and  was 
captured.  This  information  baa  just  been  received  in  a  telegram  from  Fort 
Pulaski,  sent  by  Captain  Jobn  Rodgers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Jiear-Admirat,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDEOK  Wttxts, 

Secretary  i^the  Navy,  Waekinglon,  D.  C. 
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Flag-Ship  WiBiflH, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  SoiOh  Carolina,  June  17,  1863. 
Sm :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  inform  the  department  that  aince  mailing  m; 
despatch  (>lo.  316)  I  have  received  further  details  of  the  capture  of  the  At- 
lanta, sent,  tbroua^b  the  kindaees  of  Colonel  Barton,  bj  telegraph  from  Fort 
Pnluki. 

The  Atlanta,  Captain  William  Webb,  came  down  this  morning,  via  Wil- 
miogton  river,  to  attack  our  Teasels  in  Warsaw,  accompanied  by  two  wooden 
Bteamera,  filled,  it  is  aaid,  with  persons  as  spectators.  The  Weehawken, 
Captain  John  Rodgers,  at  once  engaged  her,  firing  in  all  fire  ahota,  three  uf 
which  took  efiect,  penetrating  her  armor,  and  killing  or  wonnding  the  ciews 
of  two  guns.  Two  or  three  of  the  pilots  were  also  badly  wounded,  and  the 
pilot^Kiuee  broken  up  wheroapon  the  vessel  grounded,  and  immediately  af- 
ler  surrendered.  Tlie  Weehawken  woe  not  hit.  The  armament  of  the  At- 
luita  was  two  seven-inch  and  two  eix-inch  guns.  She  is  but  slightly  in* 
jilted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DDPONT, 
Hear-Admirat,  Commandirtg  S.  A.  B.  Sguadron. 
Hon  Gideon  Welus, 
f        &xretary  (f  the  Navy,  Wtukijigton,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — ^The  ofBcera  and  crew  of  the  Atlanta  numbered  one  hundred  and 
siity-Gve  persons. 

S.  F.  D. 


FLiG-Snip  Wabash, 
Fori  Soyd,  South  Carolina,  June  19,  1808. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  the  interesting 
report  of  Captain  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Weehawken,  of  the  capture,  on  the 
nth  inatant,  of  the  confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  better  known  as 
the  Fingal,  as  well  as  Ihe  report  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  and  the  report  of 
Commander  Downea,  of  the  Nahaot,  who  participated  in  the  capture,  marked 
No.  3. 

Tiie  Fingal,  in  a  dense  fog,  ran  the  blockade  of  Savannah  a  few  daya  af- 
ter the  Port  Royal  forts  were  taken,  in  November,  1861.  She  has  been 
closely  watched  ever  since,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Nashville,  the  long 
and  ceaseless  vigilance  of  my  officers  has  been  rewarded.  The  Atlanta  is 
now  in  Port  Royal  under  the  American  flag,  having,  unaided,  ateamed  into 
tliig  harbor  from  Warsaw, 

The  department  will  notice,  in  this  event,  how  well  Captain  Rodgera  haa 
Buatained  hia  diatinguiebed  reputation,  and  added  to  the  list  of  the  urilliant 
services  which  he  has  rendered  to  bis  country  during  the  rebellion.  It  will 
t>e  my  duty  to  recapitulate  those  services  which  have  taken  place  during  hia 
connexion  with  my  command  in  another  communication.  ■ 

Commander  Dowoes,  with  his  usual  gallantry,  moved  as  rapidly  as  poB- 
Btble  towards  the  enemy,  reserving  his  fire  until  he  could  get  into  close  ac- 
tion, but  loat  the  opportunity,  from  the  brief  nature  of  the  engagement,  of 
using  his  battery. 

I  have  been  told  that  the  confederate  government  considered  the  Atlanta 
as  the  most  efficient  of  their  iron-clads. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Atlanta,  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
and  one  of  the  surgeons,  have  been  transferred  to  the  United  States  steamer 
James  Adger  to  be  conveyed  to  Fortresa  Monroe.  A  list  ia  herewith  en- 
ck»ed,  marked  No.  8.  Li*.10^Tc 
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I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  calling  the  attention  of  tbe  depart- 
meut  to  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  Acting  Master  Benjamin  W.  LoriDg, 
especially  recommended  by  Captain  Rodger b.  I  trust  that  the  departmcDl 
will  consider  his  services  as  worthy  of  con  si  deration, 

I  forward  herewith  (marked  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6)  the  list  of  the  ofBcera  ud 
crews  of  tlie  Weehawkcn,  Nohant  and  Uimmeroue. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  F.  DUPONT. 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  8  A.  B.  SptadrM. 
Hon,  GiDBOH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B^ori  tf  Caplailt  Join  Boig^t,  ttmunuJHf  VmUi  StiOa  kwwr  WeAawkmt. 

United  States  Steamer  Wbehawkkn, 

Waraavi  Sound,  Georgia,  June  11,  1S63. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning  at  4.10  an  iron-clad 
vessel  was  discovered  coming  down  at  the  mouth  of  Wilmington  river;  alw 
two  other  steamers,  one  a  side-wheel  and  the  other  a  propeller. 

Beat  to  quarters  and  commenced  clearing  the  ship  for  action.  At  4  2ft 
slipped  the  cable  and  steamed  slowly  down  towards  the  northeast  end  uf 
Warsaw  island.  At  4.30  turned  and  stood  up  the  sound,  heading  for  tbe 
iron-clad,  which  at  this  time  was  discovered  to  have  tbe  rebel  flag  flying. 
The  Naliant,  having  no  pilot,  followed  in  our  wake.  At  4,55  the  enemy, 
being  about  one  and  a  half  mile  distant,  fired  a  rifle  shot,  which  passed 
across  our  ateru  and  etrnck  uear  tbe  Nabant.  At  this  time  the  enemy  «*s 
lying  across  the  channel  waiting  our  attack.  At  5.15,  being  distant  frum 
him  about  300  yards,  we  commenced  firing. 

At  5.30  the  enemy  hauled  down  his  colors  and  hoisted  the  "white  fl^:" 
we  having  fired  five  shots,  steamed  near  the  iron-clad,  and  ordered  a  boat  lo 
bo  sent  alongside.  At  5.45  Lieutenant  Alexander  came  on  board  to  surreD- 
der  tbe  confederate  iron-clad  Atlanta.  He  reported  the  vessel  aground  on 
the  sand  spit  that  makes  to  the  southeast  from  Cabbage  island.  Shortly  af- 
terwards Captain  W.  A.  Webb  came  on  board  and  delivered  up  his  sworil. 
Sent  a  prize  crew  to  take  charge  of  the  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Lien- 
tenant  Commander  D.B.  Harmony,  of  the  Nahant;  sent  also  Lieutenant  Cum- 
mander  J.  J.  Cornwell,  of  this  vessel,  and  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer 
J.  G.  TouEg,  to  take  charge  of  the  engine. 

AboQt  this  time  the  Nabant  came  in  collision  with  this  vessel,  striking ber 
eighteen  inches  from  the  end  of  forward  overhang,  starting  apart  tiie  arm^ 
at  the  stern  two  inches  on  the  top,  tapering  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch  »t 
water-liue,  extending  down  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  and  detaching  the  armor 
from  the  sides  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  a  distance  of  six  feet,  tapering  to 
nothing  at  seven  feet  from  the  stern.  The  deck  plating  on  the  forward  enJ 
of  ovefhang  is  curved  np  twenty-two  inches  in  length,  the  wood  beneath 
being  somewhat  crushed. 

On  examination  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  bad  been  struck  four  time»— 
first  on  the  inclined  side  by  a  15-incb  cored  shot,  which,  although  fired  at  an 
angle  of  50  degrees  with  her  keel,  broke  in  the  armor  and  wood  backioi, 
strewing  the  deck  with  splinters,  prostrating  about  40  men  by  the  concue- 
siun,  and  wounding  several  by  broken  pieces  of  armor  and  splinters.  One 
man  has  since  died. 

The  second  shot,  11-inclt'  solid,  struck  the  edge  of  oveiliang,  (knuckk,) 
doing  no  damage,  except  breaking  a  plate  or  two.  (-•  i 
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The  third  shnt,  15-iDch  cored,  Btrack  the  tnp  of  th?  pilot-honse,  knocking 
it  off,  wounding  two  pilot*,  and  stunning  the  men  at  the  wheel.  The  fourth 
shot,  ttuppoeed  to  be  the  11-inch,  struck  a  port  stopper  in  the  centre,  break- 
iog  it  in  two,  and  shattering  it  very  much,  driying  many  fragments  in 
through  the  port. 

At  8.30  the  engine  of  the  Atlanta  was  reversed  by  Engineer  J.  O.  Young, 
and  the  reasel  backed  off  into  deep  water,  where  she  was  brought  to  an 
anchor. 

The  wounded,  16  in  number,  were  remoTed  to  the  steamer  Island  City, 
which  had  been  kindly  brought  over  from  Fort  Pulaski  by  Colonel  Barton, 
United  States  army. 

The  officers  of  the  vessel  were  sent  to  the  tng  Oleander,  and  a  portion  of 
the  crew  to  the  United  States  steamer  Cimmeroue  for  transportation  to  Port 
Roya!. 

The  Atlanta  was  found  to  have  mounted  two  6-inch  and  two  t-inch  riSes; 
the  6-inch  in  broadside,  the  T-inch  working  on  a  pivot,  either  as  broadside  or 
bow  and  stem  guns.  There  is  a  large  supply  of  ammunition  for  those  guns, 
and  other  stores  said  to  be  of  great  value  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
vessel. 

There  were  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  as  per  muBt«r-ro1l,  SI 
officers  and  124  men,  including  28  marines. 

The  captured  confederate  officers  told  me  that  they  thought  we  should 
find  the  speed  of  the  Atlanta  reach  ten  knots.  They  believe  her  the  strongest 
iron-clad  in  the  confederacy,  and  confidently  anticipated  taking  both  the 
Nafaant  and  the  Weehawken. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  admirable. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Gomwell  did  his  duty  zealously  and  effi- 
ciently. Acting  Master  Benj.  W.  Loring,  whom  I  recommended  for  promo- 
tion fur  gallant  behavior  under  the  fire  of,  Fort  Darling,  served  the  ^uns 
admirably,  as  the  result  shows.  His  energy  and  coolness  were  everything 
which  could  be  wished.  Executive  oiBcer,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J. 
Cornwell,  informs  me  that  on  the  berth  deck  the  powder  and  shell  divisions, 
under  Acting  Uaster  C.  C.  Kingsbury,  wore  the  aspect  of  exercise  so  com- 
pletely that  no  one  would  have  thought  the  vessel  was  in  action. 

The  engine,  under  the  direction  of  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  James 
0.  Young,  always  in  beantifnl  order,  was  well  worked.  Mr.  Yonng  has,  I 
hope,  by  his  participation  in  this  action,  won  the  promotion  for  which,  on 
account  of  his  skill  and  valuable  services,  I  have  au«ady  recommended  him. 

In  a  word,  every  man  in  the  vessel  did  his  duty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  Captain. 

Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuPomt, 

Commandirig  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Sjuadron. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  of  the  late  confederate  iron-clad  steamer 
Atlanta: 

•William  A,  Webb,  commander;  *  J.  W.  Alexander,  Ist  lieutenant;  *AI- 
foose  Barbot,  8d  lieutenant;  O.  H.  Arleage,  3d  lieutenant;  P.  L.  Wrag,  mas- 
ter; *A.  L.  Freeman,  surgeon;  L.  L.  Gibbs,  assitttant  surgeon;  J.  Macon, 
paymaster;  *0.  H.  Johnson,  Ist  assistant  engineer;  W.  F.  Worrell,  2d  assist- 
ant engineer;  L.  0.  King,  3d  assistant  engineer;  J.  S.  West,  midshipman; 
R.  J.  Peters,  midshipman,  Wm.  McBlair,  master's  mate;  T.  B.  Travers,  gun- 
ner; R.  J.  Thurston,  Ist  lieutenant  marines;  G.  W.  Casey,  paymaster's  clerk. 


•Late  of  the  Unttad  BMm  vi 
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EqioH  </  CommanAr  Ja)»  Doanm,  eommandinff  JJnUii  SUa  ifunur  Sahad. 

United  Stateb  Iros-clad  Steaker  Nahakt, 

Wareaw  Simnd,  June  18, 1863, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enbmit  thefolluwiDg  statement  of  the  partidpt- 
tion  of  this  vessel  in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  cap- 
tured b;  the  Weehawken  and  Nahant  jesterda;  morning  in  these  waters. 

The  Atlanta  was  first  discovered  at  early  dawn  about  three  miles  distant, 
standing  towards  us,  coming  out  from  the  Wilmington  river,  and  rapidly 
approaching.  At  first  she  was  mistaken  for  oar  usnal  visitor,  a  steamer 
that  had  reconnoitred  ne  daily  about  this  hour,  but  a  few  moments  sufficed 
to  show  ue  the  true  character  of  the  veseel,  and  we  instantly  commcDced 
weighing  anchor  and  clearing  ship  for  action.  The  Weohawkcn,  slipping 
her  cable,  paased  us,  standing  out  seaward,  at  about  4.45  a.  m.  clearing  ship 
for  action,  and  in  a  few  moments,  our  anchor  being  weighed,  w«  followed 
.  in  her  wake.  At  this  time  the  Atlanta  fired  ibe  first  shot,  which  passed 
dose  to  our  pilot-house.  The  Weehawken  having  at  thiB  time  turned,  wu 
approaching  the  enemy,  who  continued,  however,  to  direct  his  fire  upon  as, 
though  without  effect.  At  5  a.  m.  the  Weehawken  closed  with  the  coeniy 
and  opened  fire  on  him  with  accuracy,  this  vessel  approaching  at  the  tine 
with  the  intention  of  running  him  aboard  before  delivering  fire  ;  but  at  the 
fourth  fire  of  the  Weehawken  the  enemy  struck  and  hoisted  the  white  flag, 
the  firing  ceasing  after  one  more  shot  from  the  Weehawken,  this  vessel 
not  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  expending  one  shot  in  reply  to  ibe 
enemy's  fii-e,  which  had  been  directed  exclusively  at  her. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Harmony  proceeded  on  board  the  prize  at  5.30, 
taking  possession  and  hoisting  the  American  ensign. 

During  the  action  two  of  the  enemy's  armed  steamers  were  in  sight  ap 
the  river,  crowded  with  people,  apparently  obacrviog  the  progress  of  evenU, 
who  steamed  off  up  the  river  when  the  result  was  attained. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men,  was,  as  usual,  everything  that  cenld 
be  desired.  Acting  Ensign  Clark,  though  quite  sick  and  tinder  doctor's 
charge,  proceeded  to  his  station  at  the  first  call,  and  remained  there  uatil 
the  Em'air  was  decided. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DOWNES,  Commander. 

Captain  John  Rodoers, 

Senior  O0uier  present.  United  States  Steamer  Weehavdxn. 


Biport  t^  nmeg  KfiiM  tA«  haO,  amor,  Ife  ,  i/  Oit  Allimla. 

Plao-Sbip  Wabash, 
Fort  Soyta  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  35,  1861 

Sm:  The  department  has  been  informed  in  previous  despatches  of  the 
capture  of  the  confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta.  , 

On  the  20th  instant  I  ordered  a  strict  and  careful  survey  to  be  made  of 
her  hull,  armor,  machinery,  armament,  &c.,  (enclosed,  marked  No.  1,)  and  I 
herewith  submit  the  report  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  (marked  No.  S,)  as 
well  as  a  drawing  made  of  the  vessel  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  P.  R- 
Voortfeee,  of  this  ship,  and  a  pencil  sketch  by  Ur.  Xanthns  Smith,  Commander 
Corbin's  clerk. 

I  also  forward  herewith  a  survey  upon  the  paymaster's  stor^  of  the  prize, 
(marked  No.  3,)  part  of  which,  as  the  department  will  perceive,  are  reported 
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ts  of  good  qDality  and  fit  for  use  in  the  storekeeper's  dep&rtmnnt  of  the 

squadmn;  tie  rest  of  the  atoree  are  not  considered  suitable  fur  that  purpose, 
and  it  is  recommended  that  they  be  sold.  May  I  ask  the  depai'tmeut  to  give 
epecial  directions  whether  they  may  be  diapoaed  of  here,  if  practicable,  or 
whether  they  should  be  sent  north.  I  will  forward,  by  the  next  mail,  the 
report  showing  in  detail  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  ammunition  t'ouud 
on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  S.  F.  DUPONT, 

Iieta--Adm.iral,  Commanding  8.  A.  S.  Squadivn. 

Hon.  OtOKOH  WSLLKB, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wankin^ton,  D.  C. 

PLio-Smp  Wababh, 
Port  S&t/al  Harbor,  S.  G.,  Ju/ie  20,  1863. 
Oentlemek:  Yon  will  please  make  a  strict  and  careful  surrey  on  the  late 
confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  describing  her  hull,  armor,  machinery, 
armament,  ammunition,  the  injuries  to  the  vessel  by  the  shot  from  the  Wee- 
hawben,  the  repairs  necessary  to  be  made,  and  the  general  internal  arrange- 
meut  of  the  vessel  for  light  and  ventilation.     You  will  report  in  duplicate. 
Sespectfutly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Captain  Wm.  R.  Tatlor,  Commander  G.  B,  P.  Rodoebb,  Chief  Engineer  Rob^ 
DiVBT,  Lieat«nant  A.  S.  Mackbkzie. 

TJnred  States  Ship  Wabash, 

PoH  Royal  Harbor,  June  23,  1863. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  dated  SOth  instant,  we  have  held  a  strict 
and  careful  survey  on  the  late  confederate  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  and 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

IbL  We  find  that  this  vessel  was  originally  an  iron  merchant  steamer, 
called  the  Kingal.  She  has  been  cut  down,  so  as  to  leave  the  deck  about 
two  feet  above  the  water  with  her  present  draught.  A  casemate  rises  from 
this  deck,  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  four  guns,  the  sides  and  enda 
of  which  are  inclined  at  an  angle  of  about  29°  with  the  horizon.  The  top 
is  flat,  and  the  roof  of  the  pilot-house  extends  over  it,  pyramidally,  to  a 
height  of  about  three  feet.  The  deck  overlaps  the  original  iron  hull  six 
feet  on  each  side,  tapering  towards  the  ends  of  the  vessel,  and  projecting 
bt'youd  them.  The  sides  are  protected  by  timber,  running  from  a  point 
several  feet  below  the  waterdine  to  the  edge  of  the  deck,  iorming  a  heavy, 
sulid  ovcrway  of  wood  and  armor. 

The  armor,  four  inches  in  thickness,  is  composed  of  two  layers  of  2-inch 
rolled  iron  plates,  sevca  inches  wide,  the  inner  of  which  runs  horizontally, 
and  the  outer  vertically.  They  are  secured  to  a  backing  of  oak,  three  inches 
thick,  and  of  piae  fifteen  inches  thick,  by  bolts  one  inch  and  a  quarter  in 
diameter,  countersunk  on  the  outside  of  Use  armor,  and  drawn  up  on  the  in- 
side  of  the  vessel  l»y  uuts  and  washers.  Wherever  the  bolts  pass  through, 
a  apace  is  left  between  the  horizontal  plates,  which  is  Sled  in  with  oak 
plank,  to  avoid  the  expense  and  trouble  of  drilling  through  more  than  one 
layer,  as  we  suppose. 

The  bow  terminates  in  an  iron  beak  or  ram,  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
stem.  A  wooden  pole  connected  with  an  iron  lever,  capable  of  being  lowered 
below  the  water  and  raised  again  at  pleasure,  projects  beyond  the  ram,  and 
carries  at  its  end  a  percussion  torpedo. 
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There  are  three  port-holes  on  each  side,  and  one  at  each  end.  The  bov 
and  stern  guns  are  pivoted  so  as  to  work  at  the  end  or  at  either  of  the  near- 
est broadside  port-holea.  The  broadside  guns  are  not  opposite  to  each  other. 
Each  purt-hole  is  defended  by  an  iron  shutter  made  in  the  same  manner  w 
the  armor  of  the  Tessel,  except  that  the  two  layers  of  plates  are  strongl; 
riveted  together.  The  shnttere  are  hang  upon  a  pivot  m  one  of  theapper 
corners,  and  may  be  raised  by  a  chain  from  one  of  tne  lower  corners,  pa«BiDg 
through  the  aide,  and  attached  to  a  tackle  on  the  inside  of  the  vessel.  When 
the  tackle  ia  let  go,  the  shutter  will  fall  into  its  place  by  its  own  weight,  aud 
close  the  port-hole. 

The  dimensions  are  as  follows: 

Extreme  length,  204  feet;  extreme  breadth,  41  feet;  drangbt  of  water,  15 
feet  9  inches. 

The  battery  deck  is  of  great  strength.  It  appears  to  be  of  aolid  timben 
seventeen  inches  thick,  resting  on  beams  ten  inches  thick. 

2.  The  machinery  consists  of  two  cylinders,  thirty-nine  inches  in  diameter 
and  thirty  inches  stroke.  The  engines  are  vertical  and  direct  acting,  with* 
surface  condenser.  There  is  one  "flue  tubnlar  boiler,"  having  four  furnaces- 
two  at  each  end  of  the  boiler.  There  are  also  one  auxiliary  boiler,  thm 
steam  pumps,  a  blowing  engine,  and  pans.  The  engines  were  built  by  James 
and  George  Thomas,  of  Glasgow,  in  1B61. 

8.  The  armament  is  composed  of  two  Vll-inch  and  two  yi,-*,)'iDch  riBeil 
guns  of  the  ^rookes  pattern,  and  they  all  bear  the  marks  of  Uie  Tredegar 
foundry. 

The  rifling  consists  of  seven  grooves,  each  t^  which  ia  formed  by  a  carved 
cut,  starting  from  the  bore,  running  below  it  to  a  depth  of  abuut  ten  inched, 
and  then  returning  to  the  bore  upon  an  increased  curve.  The  next  groove 
commences  where  the  last  terminates. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  dimensions  ; 

TII-lDch.       TfA'"*- 

Extreme  length ' inches. .     14T.0O  143.00 

Length  to  base   ring  to  muzzle inches..      124.25  121.00 

Length  from  base  ring  to  end  of  cascabet. . .  .inches. .       22.15  2100 

Diameter  of  cylinder inches..       31.30  24.63 

at  rinibascB inches..       81.40  84.15 

at  mnzzle inches. .        14  15  10.19 

Thickness  of  wrought-iron  sleeve inches. .  2.00  2.O0 

Length  of  wrought-iron  sleeve inches . .       30.25  30.00 

Weight  of  wroughtiron  sleeve pounds.      15,300  S,SO0 

The  chambers  of  the  gnne  are  conical.  The  guns  are  not  tnmed;  their 
extedors  are  in  the  same  condition  in  which  they  left  the  mould.  There  ii 
no  chipping  about  the  rimbaaes;  but  the  metal  runs  from  their  faces,  in  ■ 
curve,  to  the  proper  diameter  on  the  rertical  plane  between  them. 

The  elevating  screwa  are  similar  to  those  in  use  on  board  our  own  ships. 
The  breech  sights  are  described  in  the  ordnance  service  as  of  the  Broohea 
pattern.  The  bar  slides  through  the  boxes,  with  an  angle  in  front;  tit 
graduation  is  in  yards  on  one  side,  and  in  degrees  on  the  other. 

The  locks  correspond  nearly  with  those  in  nse  on  the  modern  navy  guns. 

The  Yll-inch  guns  are  mounted  on  pivot  carriages  resembling  our  own 
very  nearly.     Tley  traverse  on  iron  circles. 

The  Vl^^inch  guns  are  mounted  on  Marsilly  carriages,  differing  in  some 
trifiing  particulars  from  our  own  standard.  The  port-boles  are  so  small  is 
to  admit  of  very  slight  lateral  training,  and  of  an  elevation  not  to  exceed 
from  5"  to  7°. 

4.  Owing  to  the  extreme  heat  and  foul  air  prevailing  in  the  ship,  bat  i 
slight  ezaminatio  n  could  be  made  of  the  ammunition.    It  wiil  be  i 
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to  remove  it  before  it  can  be  safel;  overhauled.    It  is  estimated,  however, 

th*t  the  qoantity  will  not  vary  far  from  125  to  160  roands.  • 

The  powder  ia  stowed  in  wooden  tanks,  and  consists  of  8, 10,  12,  11,  and 

IS  ponod  charges.    There  &r«  two  magaziaes— one  forward  and  the  other 

ab&ft. 

We  find  OD  board  various  classes  of  projectiles  for  the  gnna  :  solid  shot, 
sbellM  with  percussion  and  time  fuzes,  BheUs  marked  Robbing's  fluid  shells 
for  Tll-inch  rifles,  and  a  quantity  of  grape  and  canister  for  the  VI  j*,  inch 
rifles.    The  fnllowing  are  the  weights  and  lengths  of  the  shot  and  shell  : 


YU-taoh. 

VIA-lnch. 

LBOgth. 

Wright- 

Length. 

Weight. 

s.... 

tmdm. 
16 

14 

100 
133 
111 

lis 

hAm. 

12* 

Xif. 

lOJ 

The  shot,  shells,  and  small-arra  ammunition  are  so  scattered  abont  the 
vessel,  and  some  of  those  articles  are  in  such  insecure  places,  that  no  exact 
report,  or  even  satisfactory  examination  of  them,  can  be  made  nntil  they  are 
cuilected  and  classified. 

The  same  remark  applies  equally  to  small-arms,  locks,  sights,  gnn-imple- 
Eoents,  &c,  &G.,  wliich  are  scattered  promiscuonsly  about  the  vessel. 

5.  For  the  reason  assigned  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  report,  we 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  ship  be  thoroughly  broken  out,  and 
all  stores  in  every  department  be  collected  where  they  can  be  examined,  and 
sn  accurate  acconnt  be  taken  of  them.  At  present  any  report  upon  tiiem 
iDQBt,  necessarily,  be  very  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory. 

S.  The  ship  requires  thorough  cleansing;  at  present  she  is  in  great  disor* 
der.  It  is  impossible  that  any  one  could  remain  below  the  battery  deck  for 
■ny  length  of  time  without  seriona  inconvenience,  if  not  danger,  on  acconnt 
of  the  foul  air  prevailing  there.  The  officers'  apartments,  as  well  as  the 
berth  deck,  are  very  imperfectly  ventilated,  rendering  them  almost  unin- 
htbitsble  in  hot  weather;  the  heat  upon  the  latter  is  almost  insupportable, 
lowing  to  the  galley  being  placed  there.  Before  employing  this  vessel  in 
our  own  service,  we  would  strongly  recommend  that  measures  be  taken  to 
provide  light  and  air  below. 

T.  The  machinery,  generally,  is  in  good  condition,  and  requires  but  alight 
repairs  to  fit  it  for  service.  There  are  marks  of  four  shot  npon  the  hull 
One  XV-inch  struck  the  side  of  the  casemate  on  a  line  with  the  port-holes; 
it  broke  ^e  armor  completely  through,  although  its  course  was  somewhat 
oblique.  The  wooden  backing  was  much  splintered,  and  several  bolts  were 
drawn  from  their  places.  It  has  left  a  large  hole  entirely  through  the  armor 
and  backing,  though  the  shot  itself  did  not  pass  thrdngh. 

Another  shot  strack  the  midship  port  shutter  on  the  starboard  side,  break- 
ing bath  layers  of  plates,  and  indenting  the  armor  beneath.  The  course  of 
this  shot  was  more  oblique  than  that  of  the  former. 

A  third  shot  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot-house,  broke  the  heavy  iron  cast- 
ing that  formed  it,  and  displaced  several  plates  below  it,  breaking  and  in- 
denting them.    A  fonrth  shot  struck  the  edge  of  the  overway  about  amid-. 
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ships  OQ  the  starboard  aide;  it  broke  and  displaced  aeveral  platea,  bnl  did 
not  p^nt'trate  ibern.     The  direction  of  this  shot  was  very  obliqae. 

The  smoke-stack  has  a  hole  through  it,  caused  by  a  splinter  from  the  pari 
shutter. 

All  necessary  repairs  to  the  bull  can  be  made  in  a  few  days,  wilh  but 
trifiing  expense. 

8.  One  feature  in  this  vessel  is  particularly  noticeable,  and  that  Ulbe 
roughness  of  all  the  work  about  her.  No  expense  has  been  incurred  for 
finish  or  ornament.  The  comfurt  of  the  crew,  and  ita  sanitary  conditioD, 
appear  to  have  been  totally  disregarded.  EfGciency  in  battle  aeenis  to  htve 
beeu  the  sole  point  aimed  at. 

9.  The  armiir  appears  to  have  been  made  of  English  railroad  iron  railed 
into  its  present  shape ;  in  some  of  the  fractures  it  has  broken  off  almost  u 
short  as  if  it  had  been  cast  iron.  TIte  pine  backing,  it  is  probable,  does  nut 
possess  the  best  quttlities  for  resistance,  being  very  brittle,  and,  in  codk- 
qnence,  dangerous  to  those  inside  of  the  casemates. 

10.  As  chronometers  and  other  nautical  instruments  were  found  on  boui, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  this  vessel  was  intended  for  sea  purpuse. 

11.  Drawings  accompany  this  report,  which  will  show  the  general  appctr 
ance  of  the  ship,  aud  some  of  her  arrangements. 

We  are,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  ROGERS  TAYLOR,  Captain  U.  S.  Savy. 

0.  R.  P.  E0DGER8,  Commander. 

ROBERT  DANBY,  Fket  Engineer  U.  S.  Navy. 

A.  J.  MACKENZIE,  Lieulenant  U.  8.  Navy. 
Eear-Admiral  S.  F.  DdPokt, 
Comtfg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon  — The  b«cklDg  of  tfa«  armoT  b  composed  of  tbree  Uyen  of  wood  'Rm  ootcr  ane. 
of  (ink,  tODi  vertically ;  the  nexl,  of  pine,  raoB  hoilsontallT ;  sod  Uie  third,  abo  of  piK 
raiu  vertkallr- 


FLAB-Surp  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  19,  IP63, 
Gbntlbicen  :  Yon  will  please  to  hold  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  (be 

Provisions,  clothing,  and  small  stores  on  board  the  prize  rebel  irou-clad  M- 
anta,  ascertain  their  quantity,  appraise  their  value,  and  report  the  piofa 
disposition  to  be  made  of  them,  reporting  in  triplicate. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Bear-Jdmiral,  OomdPg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Paymaster  Fbahe  G.  Goaar, 

United  Stales  Steamer  Vermont. 
Paymaster  R.  J.  RicBAaneoN, 

Vnited  States  Steamer  WtAanh. 

Acting  Assistaut  Paymaster  J.  S.  Isaacs, 

United  States  Steamer  Vermont. 

rstTED  Statfs  Skip  Vebmost, 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  June  83,  lSfi3. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  19th  instant,  hereunto  appondeil. 
we  have  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  upon  the  paymaster's  stores  ol  the 
prize  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  aud  beg  leave  to  make  the  foUowin^ 
report, -viz:  •  .   CiOl-H^lc 
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SS  burelB  bread,  S,8I1poaDdB,Bt  4.68  cents |103  1ft 

1  barrel  flour,  196  poDDds 8  10 

3  burels  rice,  586  pounds,  at  8.56  cents 50  16 

1  keg  dried  apples,  101  pounds,  at  8  cents 8  82 

Put  keg  dried  apples,  10  pounds,  at  8  cents 80 

Part  chest  peas,  25  pounds,  at  11  cents 19  25 

3  burels  vinegar,  abont  50  gallons,  at  13.19  cents 6  09 

Put  barrel  vinegar,  about  10  gallons,  at  12.19  cents 1  22 

Which  we  find  to  be  of  good  quality,  and  recommend  to  be  turned  into  the 
tlorekeeper's  department  of  Uiis  squadron  for  issue.    Also — 

18  barrels  pork,  value  $15 «180  00 

1*  barrels  beef,  valne  $14 196  00 

1  barrel  bams,  218  pounds,  value  10  cents 21  80 

3  barrels  bacon,  515  pounds,  value  1  cents 36  06 

a  barrels  flour,  value  S5 10  00 

t  barrels  peas,  141  gallona,  value  12)  cents 18  31 

Which  are  of  medium  quality,  and  are  recommended  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  tbe  captors  of  the  Atlanta. 


a  blue  cloth  round  jackets,  valne  $8 |84  00 

3  white  dnck  oversnirta,  valne  90  cents 2  10 

154  white  cotton  undersbirts,  value  50  cents 11  00 

14T  pairs  cotton  drawers,  value  60  cents 13  60 

28  pairs  mixed  cotton  trowsers,  valne  50  cents 14  00 

10  white  blankets,  value  $1  15 IT  50 

15  seamless  woollen  caps,  value  90  cents 18  50 


8MAU.8T0KBa. 


1  jack-knives,  value  10  cents 10 

25  tin  pots,  value  3  cents 16 

n  tin  pane,  value  4  cents 68 

CONTWOBKT. 

8  boxes  candles,  400  pounds,  value  16  cents 64  00 

All  of  which  we  recommend  to  be  sold  for  the  bene6t  of  the  captors,  tbe 
articles  not  being  of  tbe  kind  or  quality  to  iesue  in  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

FRANK  C.  COSBY,  PaynuuUr. 
R.  J.  RICHARDSON.  Paymiuter. 
JOHN  S.  ISAACS,  Acting  AssiMant  Payma^er. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DcPont, 

UnUed  Stales  Navy,  Flag-Sh^WabaOi. 


H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 14 
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Aj^nit^  <f  vdui  qf  Om  AUanla  and  to'  t^i^nmlt,  MdinMKtorytfanbiaactaadtrAmatmK, 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Fort  Boyal  Barbor,  Sovih  CaroHm,  Jtdy  3,  ISBS. 
Sir;  I  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  the  report  of  aboard  of  survey  ip- 
poioted  to  appraise  thevalne  of  the  hall,  machineij,  ordnance,  ordosnce  etotvs, 
proviaiona  and  small  stores,  and  eqaipments,  of  the  prize  iron-clod  steuier 
Atlanta.     The  whole  Talnation  amoants  to  three  hnndred  and  fifty  thonmrd 
eiKht  hnndred  and  twenty-oine  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  ($S50,829  M.) 
1  also  forward  herewith  an  inTentory  of  the  ordnance  and  onlnanoe  storea, 
(marked  No.  2,)  the  snrrey  on  the  proTisions  and  small  stores,  (marked  Na, 
3,)  and  the  surrey  on  eqnipmenta  and  stores  in  the  master's,  boatswun's, 
sailmakeHs,  and  carpenter's  departmeota,  (marked  No.  4.) 

I  have  also  forwarded  by  tbia  mail,  to  the  department,  the  flags  ct  Hit 
Atlanta,  the  nmaterrnll  of  that  veaael  and  the  Georgia,  and  the  log-book  of 
the  Atlanta. 

Very  refipectfully,  year  obedient  Bervant, 

S.  P.  DUPONT, 
Bear-AdmmU,  Commanding  &  A.  B.  Squadrm. 
Hod.  Gidzok  Weixib, 

Secretary  t^  M«  Saoy,  Watian^on,  D,  C, 


Uhttkd  Btatib  Shif  HousAioinc, 
Port  Boyal  Barbor,  Jtdy  1, 1868. 
Snt:  Inobediencetoyonr  order  of  the  S9tb  ultimo,  we  have  made  a  "carefcl 
and  accurate  appraisement  of  the  value  of  the  captured  confederate  iroo- 
clad  steamer  Atlanta,  including  therein  her  hull,  machinery,  ordnoitGe,  ord- 
nanoe  stores,  provisions  and  small  storea,  and  equipmento,"  all  of  which  we 
present  below,  under  those  heads,  respectiTely: 

Hull »250,  000  00 

Machinery 80,  OOO  00 

Ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &o 14,  OSi  91 

Medical  storea »  00 

Provisions,  clothing,  and  small  stores 1, 013  SJ 

Equipments  and  stores  in  the  master's, boatswain's,  saiUnoker'B, 

and  carpenter's  departments 5,  7T3  SO 

Total  valuation 3S0,  829  SS 


We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrants, 
WILLIAM  ROGERS  TAYLOR,  i 
ROBERT  DANBY,  Fleet  Engmeer. 
A.  S.  MACKENZIE,  LievLand  Bxemdiee  Qfietr. 
CHARLES  BOARDMAN,  GarpetOer  V.  8,  N. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DqPokt, 

Omnmaniing  8.  A.  B.  Sqvadrmi,  Fort  Boyid,  8.  C. 
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UNriED  Statkh  Ship  HocaATOtiic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  June  30,  1863. 
Sir:  Id  obedieoce  to  jonr  order  of  the  39tli  instant,  we  hare  made  a  careful 
■nd  accurate  inTeotorjof  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  etorea  on  board  the 
c&ptnred  confederate  irou-clad  steamer  Atlanta,  and  have  tbe  bunor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

Two  T-inch  pivot  guns,  weighing  15,305  and  15,162  pounds;  two  6yV'o^ 
broadeide  gnns,  weighing  9,110  pounds  each 
The  above  are  rifled  gnns  of  the  Brookes  pattern. 

Two  pivot  carriages  and  slides  for  T-inch  ^nns,  complete,  including  ten  slide 
>Dd  carriage  levers;  four  pivot  bolts;  twoelevating  screws;  four  compressors; 
two  Hareilly  carriages  for  broadside  guns,  complete,  including  two  elevating 
■crews;  sixty-nine  7-inch  rifle  shot,  cast,  Tennessee  sabot;  sixty-four  7-inch 
riBe  shot, wrought,  hollow  bottom ;  fifty-three  6]^iDcb  rifle  shot,  cast.Tennessee 
ubot;  twentyfive  e^^inch  rifle  shot,  wrought,holIow  bottom;  ninety  7-inch 
percussion  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed,  Tennessee  sabot;  seventeen  7-inch  per- 
cussion shell,  loaded,  not  fuzed,  Tennessee  sabot;  seventeen  7-indi  Robbins's 
fluid  shell,  percussion,  Tenuessee  sabot;  nine  B^inch  Bobbins's  fluid  shell, 
b'  time  fnze,  Tennessee  sabot;  ten  O^inch  Robbins's  fluid  aliell,  10"  time 
fnie,  Tennessee  sabot;  three  6'iVincb  Robbins's  fluid  ehell,  15"  time  fuze, 
Tennessee  sabot;  fifty-five  C-j^inch  percussion  shell,  loaded  and  fozed, 
Tennessee  sabot;  eighteen  eX-inch  shell,  loaded,  5"  time  fuzo,  lead  sabot; 
eighteen  6^-inch  shell,  loaded,  10"  time  fuze,  lead  sabot;  one  T-inch  Rob- 
bins's fluid  shell,  10"  time  fuze,  Tennessee  sabot;  three  T-inch  shell,  empty, 
Tennessee  sabot. 
The  greater  part  of  the  above  shells  are  in  boxes. 
Seventeen  fty'^-inch  grape-sbot;  seventeen  6i^-inch  canister. 

112  charges  for  7-inch  guns,  IS  poundseach 1,344  pounds. 

11         "  "  "        U  "         1,0T8      " 

54         "  "  "        16  "         864      " 

8T  '■         frX         "  8  "         696       " 

*6  ■'  •■  "         10  "  460       " 

116  "  "  "         12  "         1,392       " 

Uwae  cannon  powder 150      " 

Powder  in  good  condition 5,984      " 

Ten  charges  for  7-inch  guns,  12  pounds  each,  (damaged,)  120  pounds; 
one  hundred  and  twelve  cartridge  bags  for  7-inch  charges,  13  pounds; 
seventy-seven  cartridge  bags  for  T-inch  charges,  14  pounds;  sixty-five 
cartridge  bags  fur  7-inch  charges,  16  pounds;  eighty-seven  cartridge  bags 
for  6j',-inch  charges,  8  pounds;  forty-six  cartridge  bags  for  O^inch  charges, 
10  puunda;  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  cartridge  bags  for  6^inch  charges, 
Impounds;  forty-two  wooden  powder  tanks,  200  pounds;  two  boring  bits; 
six  priming  irons;  five  fuze  wrenches;  three  vent  punches;  one  tent  drill; 
twenty  gun  tackles,  (not  serviceable;)  two  7-inch  truckings;  three  6^j-iuch 
truckings;  six  breeching  pins;  nine  passing  boxes,  (only  one  serviceable;) 
oue  T  inch  ladle;  one  e^Viich  ladle;  two  7-inch  gun  scrapers;  two  6iV'noh 
gun  scrapers;  cue  7-inch  worm,  with  guide  rings;  one  6j^inch  worm,  with 
guide  rings;  tbree  7-incb  rammers;  three  6^inch  rammurs;  three  7-tnch 
vciollen  sponges,  with  Robinson's  worm:  three  6A-inch  woollen  sponges, 
with  Robinson's  worm;  three  rubber  handspikes;  nine  ordinary  handspikes; 
twenty  boarding  pikes;  two  sponge  caps;  twenty-three  Enfield  rifles,  calibre 
•68,  (three  broken;)  eleven  United  States  musketo,  cdibre  .60;  thirty  Hay- 
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nard's  rifles,  breech-loading;  eleven  sabre  bayonets,  Enfield;  twen^one 
sabre  bayonets,  Sharpe'a  pattern;  twenty-eight  sabre  bayonet  acabtnrda; 
thirty-six  cap  pouches;  forty-nine  cartridge  boxes;  twenty-nine  waist  belU; 
two  arm  chests;  two  cutlasses,  old  pattern;  one  cntlass,  new  pattern;  nine 
cartridge-formers;  twenty-six  wipers  for  Maynard's  rifles;  twen^nioe 
bullet-moulds  for  revolvers  ;  three  bnlletmoulds  for  maskets;  twenty-fire 
screwdrivers;  nineteen  screwdrivers  and  cone  keys;  flve  hundred  re voItct 
cartridges,  (packages  broken;)  one  bag  of  bullets;  one  box  of  bulletstor 
Haynard's  rifles,  (two  hundred;)  five  padlocks;  two  fnze  wrenches;  dm 
hundred  and  thirty-five  friction  tubes;  thirteen  hundred  cannou-prinien; 
fifteen  metal  stock  fazes;  seven  cannon  locks;  four  cannon  locks,  Etriogs 
and  toggles;  foar  breech  sights  and  screws,  metal;  five  wooden  trnck 
sights;  four  reinforce  sights  and  screws,  metal;  seven  vent  punches;  fire 
worms  for  sponges;  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  musket  cartridges;  five 
torpedoes;  six  torpedo  fuzes;  four  boxes  rifle  cartridges,  (five  bundred 
good;)  twenty-one  cartridge  pouches;  one  pistol  bolster;  one  primer  boi; 
twenty-three  rockets,  (damaged;)  one  box  blue-lights,  (damaged.) 

Except  such  articles  as  are  specially  noted  in  the  foregoing  inventwy. 
these  equipments  and  stores  are  in  good  condition,  requiring  hot  sligtit 
overhauling  and  repairs  to  fit  them  for  immediate  service. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WILLIAM  ROGERS  TAYLOR,  Captam. 
WILLIAM  REYNOLDS,  ComTnander. 
A.  S.  MACKENZIE,  Lieutaittra,  Exeo.  <^at. 
Bear-Admiral  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Gowmartdi-Rg  8.  A.  £.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  8.  0, 


Flao-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Sarbor,  South  Carolina,  June  20, 1863. 
QxNTLEUEti:  You  -will  make  a  careful  inventory  of  the  stores  in  the  ^•^ 
penter's,  sailmaker's,  boatswain's,  and  raaater's  departments  of  the  priie 
iron-ctad  steamer  Atlanta,  and  appraise  the  value  of  the  same. 
Yon  will  also  soperinteud  their  transhipment  to  the  storeship  Talpar«M>- 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DUPONT, 
Seer-Admiral,  Oomnumding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrm. 
A«ttng  Master  A.  S.  Garonib. 
Acting  Ensign  John  Butz. 
Sailmaker  John  Joins. 


UNtTED  Statss  Ship  Valfariim, 
Port  Boyal  Barbor,  South  Carolina,  June  33, 1853. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  Jane,  herewith  annexed,  '^ 
have  made  a  careful  inventory  of  the  stores  in  the  carpenter's,  sailmaker's. 
boatswain's,  and  master's  departments  of  the  prize  iron-clad  steamer  Atlul*' 
and  respectfully  report  as  follows: 
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SAIUUKER's  DtFiKTUKin. 

TalnntioD. 

Eight;  new  hammocks |100  00 

Foarbaodred  yards  old  canvas 10  00 

Two  old  boat  sail 8  00 

.  fUS  00 

boatswain's  difabtxeht. 

Fif^  poonds  spun  yarn 5  00 

Forty  oars 15  00 

Seven  boat-hooks 8  00 

Seventy-five  fathoms  1-inch  manilla 6  00 

Fifty  palmetto  brooms 10  00 

■ 38  00 

CABPEtrriB'S  DEPABTMENT. 

One  tool-chest,  with  tools 10  00 

HASrat^S  D8PABTHENT. 

Three  gallons  spirits  tnrpentine 5  00 

One  bisDacIe  and  compass 5  00 

One  broken  barometer , S  SO 

12  60 

Total  appraieal 173  60 


Also,  a  qaantity  of  old  blocks,  tackle,  aod  rigging,  and  old  iron,  worthless 
Very  reapecUally,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  8.  GARDNER,  Acting  ifaaler. 

JOHN  BLITZ,  Acting  Ensign. 

JOHN  JOINS,  Saibnaker. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DcPokt, 


CgngTatMUtoTji  later  le  CtpUim  Joh*  Bodgtrt  o»  tit  emfturt  tf  tkt  AllanlU, 

Navt  Depabtment,  June  25,  1863. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  17th  instant,  annonncing  the  capture  of  the 
rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Fineal,  aliae  Atlanta,  has  been  received. 

Although  gallantly  sustained  by  Commander  John  Downes,  of  the  Nahant, 
the  victory,  owing  to  the  brevity  of  the  contest,  was  yours,  and  it  gives  me 
nnafiected  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  result. 

Every  contest  in  which  the  iron-clads  have  been  engaged  against  iron- 
clads has  been  instructive,  and  affords  food  for  reflection.  The  lessons  to  be 
dr&wQ  are  momentous. 

On  the  Kth  of  March,  1863,  there  were  lying  at  anchor  at  Hampton  Roads 
tbe  firatrclasH  steam  frigates  Roanoke  and  Minnesota,  the  sailing  frigates 
Congress  and  St.  Lawrence,  the  razee  Cumberland,  and  several  gnnboats. 
In  Uie  presence  of  this  formidable  force,  representing  the  highest  offensive 
power  of  the  wooden  navy,  boldly  appeared  the  rebel  ironw;lad  stealer  Mer- 

Coogfc 
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rimack;  and,  DotwitbetAndin^  the  broadaidea  poured  into  her  by,  andtlie 
heroic  defence  of,  the  Congress  and  the  Cumberland,  these  two  wooden  ves- 
sels were  easily  destroyed,  and  the  fate  of  the  othen  was  only  reserved  for 
the  morrow.  Daring  the  night,  however,  the  Uonitor,  the  first  vesae!  of  her 
class,  arrived,  and  on  the  dth  of  Mai-cb,  when  the  morning  mists  lifted  aod 
showed  the  Merrimack  and  her  wooden  consorts '  approaching  to  complele 
the  work  of  destruction,  our  defence  consisted  not  in  the  great  ships  that 
were  still  afloat  and  their  nnmerous  heavy  guns,  but  in  a  single  small  iron- 
clad vessel  armed  with  two  guns.  History  has  recorded  the  courage  and 
skill  of  Commander  John  L.  Warden,  who,  disappearing  in  the  smoke 
of  the  advanced  fleet,  dispersed  and  put  to  Sight  their  wooden  steamera, 
turned  at  bay  the  Merrimack,  grappled  with  that  formidable  moutter,  and 
drove  her  back  into  Norfolk,  and  kept  her  there  until  the  evacuation  of  that 
place  led  the  rebels  to  destroy  their  famous  iron-clad,  rather  than  encounter 
and  risk  ber  capture  by  her  puny  antagonist.  The  lessons  of  that  contesl 
taught  UB  the  inadequacy  of  wooden  vessels  and  our  existing  ordnance  to 
meet  armored  ships.  For  inland  operations  the  Monitor  turret  was  imme- 
diately adopted,  and  the  fifteen-inch  gun  of  Rodman,  being  the  only  gnn  of 
greater  weight  than  the  eleven-inch  .yet  tested,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in 
the  turrets  of  the  vessels  that  were  constructing.  The  result  of  this  policy 
ia  developed  in  the  action  through  which  yon  have  just  passed.  In  fifteen 
minutes,  and  with  four  shots,  you  overptowered  and  captured  a  formidable 
steamer,  but  slightly  inferior  to  the  Merrimack — a  vessel  that,  the  preceding 
year,  bad  battled,  with  not  very  serious  injury  to  herself,  against  foar 
frigates,  a  razee,  aud  for  a  time  with  one  .Monitor,  armed  with  eleven-incb 

Suns — thus  demonstrating  the  offensive  power  of  the  new  and  improved 
onitors  armed  with  guns  of  fifteen-inch  calibre. 

Your  early  connexion  with  the  MiasiBsippi  fiotilla,  and  your  participation 
in  the  projection  and  construction  of  the  first  iron-clada  on  the  western 
waters— your  heroic  conduct  in  the  attack  on  Drnry's  Bluff — the  high  moral 
flourage  Uiat  led  you  to  put  to  sea  in  the  Weehawken  upon  the  approach  of 
a  violent  storm,  in  order  to  test  the  sea-going  qualities  of  these  new  craft, 
at  the  time  when  a  safe  anchorage  was  close  under  your  lee — the  brave  and 
daring  manner  in  which  you,  with  your  associates,  pressed  the  iron-cladi 
under  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  batteries  in  Charleston  harbor,  and  there 
tested  and  proved  the  endurance  and  resisting  power  of  these  Tesaels,  and 
your  crownmg,  successful  achievement  in  the  capture  of  the  Fingal,  ofioi 
Atlanta,  are  all  proofs  of  a  skill,  and  courage,  and  devotion  to  the  conatry 
and  the  cause  of  the  Union,  regardless  of  self,  that  cannot  be  permitted  to 
pass  unrewarded.  To  your  heroic  daring  and  persistent  moral  courage, 
beyond  that  of  any  other  individual,  is  the  country  indebted  for  the  develop- 
ment, under  trying  and  varied  circumstances  on  the  ocean,  under  enormoos 
'  batteries  on  land,  and  in  successful  rencontre  with  a  formidable  floating 
antagonist  of  the  capabilities  and  qualities  of  attack  and  resistance  of  the 
Monitor  class  of  vessels  and  their  heavy  armament.  For  these  heroic  and 
serviceable  acts  I  have  presented  your  name  to  the  Freaident,  requesting 
him  to  recommend  that  Congress  give  you  a  vote  of  thanka  in  oi^er  that 
you  may  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  commodore  in  the  American  navy. 
GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  IfoL-i/. 
Captain  John  Rodoers,  F.  S.  X., 

Commanding  VnUed  Sates  Steamer  Weehatuken, 

South  Aliantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  South  CartHna- 
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Navt  Dkpabxmbnt,  June  26,  1868. 

StB :  The  depftrtment  has  received  yonr  several  despatches  annouucing 
tbe  captnre  of  tbe  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  FiDgal,  aliat  Atlanta,  and  enclosing 
the  deUuled  reports  of  Captain  John  Bodgera  and  Commander  John  Downes 
of  the  affair. 

I  take  occasion  to  ezpress  tbe  department's  appreciation  of  yonr  prompt 
Beaaarcs  to  prepare  for  the  expected  appearance  of  the  rebel  iron-clads  by 
sending'  off  Savannah  two  of  oar  own,  ably  commanded,  and  congratolatd 
yoa  on  the  acqataition  of  so  powerful  a  veBsel,  which  promises  to  be  of  im- 
portant service  on  the  station. 

To  your  ceaseless  vigilance,  and  that  of  the  officers  under  yonr  command, 
irere  w«  indebted,  some  months  since,  for  the  destruction  of  tfao  notorious 
ateamer  Nashville,  which  the  enemy  had  armed  and  frnitlesaly  endeavored 
to  aend  out  to  destroy  our  commerce  ;  and  now  to  yonr  timely  measures, 
and  the  efficient  means  provided,  do  we  owe  the  capture  of  one  of  tbe  most 
powerful  iron-clads  afloat — a  vessel  prepared  after  months  of  toil  and  great 
ezpeoditnre  of  money,  and  sent  forth  with  confidence  to  disperse  our  block- 
adin^  fleet  and  overcome  our  Monitors. 

Yoa  may  well  regard  this,  and  we  may  with  pleasnre  look  upon  it,  as  a 
briUiaot  termination  of  a  command  gallantly  commenced,  and  conducted 
for  nearly  two  years  with  industry,  energy,  and  ability. 

Tbe  department  desires  yon  to  recommend  to  it  an  officer  of  the  South  At- 
laDtic  blockading  squadron  to  command  the  Atlanta. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  JVavy. 

S.  F.  DuPoMT, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Sqwidron,  Port  Royal,  8,  C 


Beport  of  turvey  on  turret  <^  Paltgttco. 

IJietfuiA  No.  330— 18<3.] 

Flao-Shif  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Hatiior,  S.  C,  June  25,  1863. 
Sik:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  (marked 
No.  1)   made  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Erben,  of  the  Patapsco,  stating 
that  a  tooth  of  the  main  pinion  of  tbe  turret  gearing  of  that  vessel  had 
^ven  way  a  second  time. 

Commander  George  Rodgera,  the  senior  officer  in  North  Edisto,  ordered  a 
aarrey,  tbe  report  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  (marked  No.  2.) 

Tbe  board  say  that  though  it  might  be  temporarily  repaired  at  Port  Royal, 
yet  for  efficient  service  in  action  a  sew  pinion  should  be  ordered  from  the 
lUH-th,  where  they  have  the  pattern. 

I  desire,  therefore,  to  call  tbe  particular  attention  of  the  department  to 
this  report 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

a.  F.  DUPONT, 
Rear-Admir^  OommandingS.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Omxox  Wnxxs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaAington. 
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[EndomiM  No.  1.— Detpateh  No.  130,  1883.] 

Unitbd  States  Iros-ci^ad  Patamco, 

North  EdUlo,  S.  C,  June  19, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  report  that  to-day  a  tooth  of  the  main  pinion  of  the  tnret 
gearing  gare  way.  On  the  lat  inetant  the  same  tooth  gave  way  vbile 
turning  the  turret.  The  chief  engineer  repaired  it  by  dovetailing  a  wrongbt- 
iton  one  in  its  place.  The  gearing  was  reported  ready,  and  the  tarret  tamed 
three  times. 

To-day  it  gave  way  a  second  time,  and  the  chief  engineer  reports  his 
inability  to  repair  the  same  here.    The  turret  was  used  after  the  breaking 
of  the  tooth  ;  bnt,  with  it  gone,  the  whole  pinion  is  liable  to  be  broken. 
Very  reepectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EHBEN,  Jb, 
LieuteiUint  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  DtPosr, 

Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


[EodoMiTe  No.  S.— DMpat*^  No.  330,  I8S3.  ] 

Uhhrd  States  Trov-clad  Steamer  Patapsco, 

North  Edido  Inlet,  8.  C,  June  20,  1SS3. 
Sir:  We  have  examined  the  condition  of  the  main  pinion  of  thelorret 
gearing  of  this  vessel,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  attempt  to  repair  it  here  with  the  facilities  at  hand.  It  might  be  tempo- 
rarily repaired  at  Port  Royal,  bnt  a  new  pinion,  for  effective  service  in 
action,  should  be  ordered  from  the  north,  where  they  have  the  pattern. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

B.  B.  H.  WHAKTOHf,  let  Asswiant  Engineer. 
GEO.  D.  EMMONS,  id  Aanabml  Engineer. 
GEO.  H.  WHITE,  id  AaiiisiarU  Engimer. 
Commander  Geo.  W.  Rodgebs,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  Slates  Iron-dad  CaUhiU. 


Occupation  cf  Morrit  idand. — Operaiioja  of  the  iron-dadt, 

SrEAHER  Augusta  Dinsuobe, 
Off  Morrie  Idmd,  July  IS,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  already  informed  yon  that  an  agreement  existed  between  Gen- 
eral GiJlmure  and  myself  to  disposaess  the  enemy  of  Morris  island.  The 
first  measure  was  taken  on  Friday,  the  10th,  when,  conformably  to  said 
agreement,  General  Oillmore  was  to  open  his  batteries  on  the  north  end  of 
Folly  island  gainst  the  opposite  batteries  of  the  enemy  placed  on  Morris 
island,  and  occupying  the  sandy  eminences  that  form  the  southern  portion 
of  that  island  for  about  a  mile  north  of  Light-house  inlet 

At  4  a.  m.  the  four  iron-clads,  Oatskill,  Commander  George  W.  Rodgers ; 
Montank,  Commander  D.  KcN.  Fairfax ;  Nahant,  Commander  John  Downes; 
and  Weehawken,  Commander  K.  R.  Colhonn,  passed  the  bar,  my  flag  leading 
in  the  Catskill.  About  this  time  Genera)  Gillm<  re  opened  his  guns  with  a 
rapid  and  we II- sustained  fire  on  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  sufficiently  nesr,  the 
iron-clads  began  to  fire  with  shell  upon  the  enemy's  batteries,  wJuck  were 
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teplyinr  to  General  Gillmore,  and  dispcTBed  their  men  wherever  seen  to 
aMeroble.  Abont  8  o'clock,  being  nearly  abreast  of  the  northern  end  of  the 
ridge  of  uad  bills,  the  batteries  of  General  Gillmore  ceased,  and  unr  troopB 
were  Been  making  tbeir  way  upon  Uorris  island.  They  advanced  rapidly 
aod  in  some  force  along  the  beach. 

The  iron-clads  now  moved  parallel  to  the  low  flat  ground  that  extends  north- 
wd  from  the  sand  bills  towards  Fort  Wagner,  and  as  near  to  it  as  the  depth 
of  tbe  water  permitted,  rolling  shells  in  every  direction  over  its  sarface  to 
clear  away  any  bodies  of  troops  that  might  be  gathered  there. 

Our  troops  pushed  on,  and  aboat  this  time  two  or  three  buildings  standing 
iput  from  each  other  were  seen  to  be  in  flames,  supposed  to  be  the  work  of 
tlie  enemy  to  anmask  the  gnns  of  Port  Wagner  looking  down  the  beach. 

The  iron-clads  were  now  laid  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner.  This  ia  an  open 
Mnd  work  abont  two  and  three-quarter  mites  from  the  southero  end  of  Mor- 
ris islaod,  lying  about  one  and  tbree-ouarter  miles  north  of  the  sand  hills, 
tnd  commanding  tlie  low  intervening  level. 

The  number  of  cannon  monnted  I  am  unable  to  state  precisely.  There 
JDtj  be  ten  or  a  dozen  in  all,  looking  seaward  and  landward. 

It  was  abont  half  past  9  o'clock  when  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  this  work. 
Uy  wish  was  to  close  to  short  grape  range,  but  the  chief  pilot  conid  not  place 
the  Teasels  nearer  than  twelve  handred  yards.  Onr  fire  was  met  promptly 
■Dd  vigorously  till  noon,  when  the  Uonitors  dropped  down  in  order  to  allow 
the  men  an  opportunity  for  dinner,  after  which  our  position  was  reoccupied, 
u>d  the  attack  continued  till  6  p.  m.,  when  I  signalled  the  action  to  cease, 
for  the  men  had  now  been  at  hanl  work  for  foarteen  hqurs,  and  the  weather 
excessively  hot 

The  four  iron-clads  flred  five  hundred  and  thirty-fonr  shell  and  shrapnelt 
daring  the  day,  and,  bo  far  as  I  could  discern  from  the  Catskill,  and  leam  - 
from  others  who  had  a  better  view  from  a  distance,  the  practice  wag  ex- 
cellent. 

I  vss  most  favorably  impressed  with  the  endurance  of  these  iron-clads, 
and  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  judging,  as  the  Catskill  (according  to  report 
of  Commander  Rodgei  s,  herewith  enclosed)  was  struck  sixty  times,  a  large 
percentage  of  the  hits  being  very  severe.  The  pilot-house,  tnrret,  side 
aroiOT,  and  decks  were  all  more  or  less  damaged.  Some  of  the  shots  were 
large  ;  one  found  on  deck,  where  it  fell  after  striking  the  turret,  proved  to 
he  a  10-inch.  When  these  heavy  shot  struck,  the  concussion  was  ver^  great 
An  officer  (Acting  Uaater  Simmons)  touching  the  turret  at  such  a  time  was 
knocked  down  senseless  and  much  injnred.  The  iron  of  the  pilot-house  was 
broken  through  entirely,  and  a  nut  from  one  of  the  bolts  driven  against  the 
liaing  so  as  to  break  it  through.  The  deck-plates  are  also  cut  torongh  in 
many  placea,  so  as  to  make  the  entrance  of  water  troublesome. 

The  test  was  most  severe,  as  any  one  would  admit  who  will  look  at  the 
vessel.  Yet  after  firing  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rounds  she  came  out 
of  action  in  good  working  order,  as  was  proven  by  her  going  iuto  action 
neit  day. 

The  enemy  seemed  to  have  made  a  mark  of  the  Catskill.  The  Nahant  was 
hit  six  times,  the  Montauk  twice;  the  Weehawken  escaped  untoucbed.  The 
next  rooming  I  received  a  note  in  pencil  from  General  Gillmore,  stating  that 
be  had  made  an  assault  at  early  daybreak  on  Fort  Wagner,  and  had  been 
repnlsed.  He  learned  that  re-enforcements  were  expected  at  10  a.  m.,  and 
asked  for  some  action  to  prevent  it  The  four  Monitors  were  again  moved 
to  position  near  Fort  Wagner,  and  scoured  the  ground  in  that  vicinity. 

The  acquisition  of  to-day  ma^  not  convey  an  impression  of  importance, 
and  yet  the  foothold  on  Morris  island  must  lead  to  the  fall  of  Sumter ;  ~~'' 
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the  posseBsion  of  the  main  ship  channel  cats  off  the  heet  of  the  three  en- 
trances, aod,  b;  that  much,  leBsena  the  chances  of  passing'  the  hlockade. 

It  IB  proper  for  me  to  add  that  my  staff,  and  the  commanding  and  other 
officers  and  crews  of  the  iron-dads,  did  their  daties  handsomely. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Commander  Ba1ch,  who  was  directed  to  proceed 
np  the  Stono,  in  convoy  of  a  column  of  troops,  bnt  believe  that  idl  went 
ri^ht.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  of  the  Wabash,  had  charge  of  the  boats  thit 
landed  an  assaulting  colnmn  on  Horns  island,  and  did  it  well. 

The  Wabash  is  now  here,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  organize  one  or  two 
battalion^  of  marines  and  sailors  for  fatnre  operations. 

May  I  ask  to  have  the  Passaic  sent  down,  and  a  new  pinion  expedited  fat 
the  Fatapsco,  which  is  almost  iiseleas  without  it.  The  tugs,  sncb  as  Fntef, 
are  exceedingly  convenient  for  communication,  and  I  would  leqnest  three  or 
four  more  of  that  class. 

It  would  bo  advisable  that  General  Gillmore,  under  whose  direction  the 
land  operations  have  been  so  ably  conducted,  should  be  stFenetfaened,  for  the 
enemy  will  make  efforts  to  repossess  himself  of  Morris  island. 

General  Gillmore  has  been  with  me  this  morning,  and  we  shall  soon  com- 
plete arran^ments  for  pushing  on.  He  does  not  consider  it  well  to  make 
another  aasanlt. 

I  forward  enclosed  (marked  Na  1)  a  copy  of  my  general  order  No.  1, 
issued  this  morning. 

The  deparbnent  will  please  make  allowance  for  the  hasty  character  ef  thii 
communication,  as  I  only  took  command  on  Monday,  was  in  action  Prid«f 
and  Saturday,  and  came  here  from  the  north  so  hastily  that  I  have  neilbif 
secretary  nor  experienced  clerks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLQREN, 
Sair^Admirtd,  CommandiTtg  &  A.  B.  Squadrm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellkb, 

y  nfihe  Navy. 


OtMni  crAr  if  Star-AimrA  D^Mgrtn,  Humllbiff  kU  efflctn, 
OXNKBAL  ObCEBB   Ko.    I. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Commander  George  W.  Bodgers,  of  the  Catskill; 
Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax,  of  the  Hontank  ;  Commander  John  Downea,  of 
the  Nahant ;  and  Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun,  of  the  Weehawken  ;  to  the  ex- 
ecutive and  other  officers,  and  to  the  crews  of  these  iroo-clads  ;  and  to  the 
members  of  my  personal  staff,  Fleet  Captain  William  Rogers  Taylor,  Flag 
Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  and  Ensign  LaRue  P.  Adams,  (signal  officer,)  for 
the  zealous  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty  dnrio^ 
the  attacks  of  the  lOth  and  11th  instant  upon  Fort  Wagner  and  other  forti- 
fications on  Morris  island.  I  have  also  to  thank  the  ordnance  officer.  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  0.  C.  Badger,  for  his  systematic  promptness  in  supplf- 
ing  the  iron-clods  with  all  requisite  ordnance  stores. 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-AdminU,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

JuLT  12,  1863. 
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Report  «/  ComnianJer  Gtorgt  W,  Radgtn,  evmmandxMg  iron-etad  Catikill. 

Unitid  States  Iron-clad  Gatskill, 

Inside  Charleston  Bar,  July  10, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  joa  that  npon  your  coming  on  board 
this  ahip  at  4  this  moroing,  I  hoisted  your  flag  forward  and  sto<M  over  the 
bar,  croaaing  it  at  6  o'clock,  at  which  time  our  batteries  on  northern  end  of 
Folly  island  opened  upon  the  euemy  npon  the  louth  end  of  Morris  island. 
We  steamed  up  within  range  of  t)ie  batteries  upon  the  south  end  and  middle 
of  the  island,  and  opened  fire  on  them  at  abnat  6  o'clock.  About  9  oar 
troops  crossed  over  and  skirmished  np  the  island ;  ve  got  under  way,  and 
Htandin^  to  the  northward  along  the  island,  sbeltrd  the  batteriea  in  advance 
of  the  troops.  Abont  10  arrived  opposite  and  eogaged  Fort  Wagner.  At 
1  hauled  off  to  give  the  meo  tbeir  dinner.  At  2.30  renewed  the  engagement, 
and  at  6  hauled  off  and  proceeded  out  of  range  to  an  anchorage  inside  the 
bar,  and  near  the  troops. 

During  the  action  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Simmons  was  stunned  and  severely 
braised  by  the  concussion  of  a  sbot  upon  the  outside  of  the  turret ;  First- 
class  Boy  James  Ueehan  was  wounded  in  the  foot  by  a  fragment  of  a  sheU 
which  entered  the  port ;  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Croline  and  Third  As- 
sistant Clark  were  prostrated  by  the  intense  heat  in  the  engine-room,  as 
were  several  of  the  firemen  and  crew,  Enaign  L.  P.  Adams,  signal  officer 
apoQ  your  staff,  took  Mr.  Simmons's  duties  in  the  turret,  and  rendered  ex- 
cellent service. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  requisition  for  ordnance  stores  and  atamnnition ;  a 
request  for  an  assistant  engineer  to  be  temporarily  detailed  for  this  ship,  and 
for  ifOiDe  firemen  to  take  the  place  of  those  broken  down.  I  have  fired  fifty- 
seven  15-inch  shell  and  seventy-two  U-inch  at  the  batteries  and  Fort  Wag> 
ner.  The  vessel  was  struck  sixty  times,  as  follows :  hull,  sixteen  times ; 
turret,  seventeen;  pilot-house,  three ;  smoke-stack,  seven;  deck,  seventeen. 
There  are  other  marks  upon  the  hull  under  water  which  could  not  be  connted. 
Some  of  the  effects  of  the  shot  are  of  a  serious  character ;  the  deck  has 
been  entirely  broken  through  in  four  places,  two  of  these  sufficiently  large 
to  admit  large  quantities  of  water,  requiring  shot  pings ;  the  pilot-honse 
was  twice  struck  nearly  in  the  same  place  by  shot  from  a  lO-incb  columbiad, 
which  broke  off  the  nute  from  the  holts,  and  forced  one  of  them  through  the 
half-inch  lining  of  the  pilot-bouse.  The  hull  was  struck  upon  the  port  quar- 
ts, completely  shattering  all  the  plates ;  one  ID-inch  shell  lauded  upon  the 
deck  after  striking  the  turret,  without  fracture. 

I  have  left  twenty  shell  and  ahrapnell  for  IS-inch  gnn,  and  one  ll-inch 
shrapnell.  The  smuke-box  for  the  l&-inch  gun,  wben  we  ceased  firing  at 
noon,  was  much  damaged,  three  out  of  five  bolts  secnring  it  te  the  turret 
having  broken  off.  One  of  the  bolts  securing  the  single  crosa-pin  under  the 
turret  was  broken  off.  The  whole  fire  of  the  fort  was  directed  at  this  ship, 
and  being  at  anchor  at  about  1,900  yards  during  the  forenoon,  we  were  very 
severely  handled,  their  lO-inch  smooth-bore  doing  us  the  most  harm,  the 
rifles  generally  glancing  or  striking  sideways. 

This  report  is  very  hastily  written  after  a  hard  day's  work. 
I  am,  very  redpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODGERS,  Commander. 
Resr-Admiral  J  A.  Dablorsn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  Blockading  8qt$adron. 
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S^ort  <^  iMUtmoHt  OmMOMfcr  F.  M.  Bmet. 

UsrtKD  SriTM  Steamer  Pavnbs, 

SUmo  River,  July  15, 1S63. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  7our  order,  I,  on  the  9th  inBt&nt,  at  3  p.  m.,  started 
fi'om  this  vcHBel  for  the  paqiose  of  co-uperating  with  the  arm;  in  an  atUck 
on  Morris  isUnd.  Under  my  command  were  the  launch  of  thia  veasel,  anned 
with  one  rifled  and  one  emooth-bore  Dahlgren  howitzer.  Acting  Huler't 
M&te  Bache;  two  launches  of  the  Wabash,  each  with  a  smoothbore  li- 

S under  Dahlgren  howitzer.  Ensign  Jamea  Wallace  and  Acting  Haatet't 
ate  Bonn;  one  arm;  lighter,  fitted  np  and  armed  with  two  i^-poandec 
Dahlgren  emootb-bore  howitzers  furnished  b;  the  Commodore  McDonongb, 
Acting  Ensign  Enapp;  two  unarmed  cutters  of  the  Wabash,  one  of  the 
New  Ironsides,  and  one  of  the  Flag,  Lieutenant  Robertson  and  Acting 
Master  Frost.  I  proceeded  up  Folly  river  to  General  Oillmore,  and,  by  hit 
order,  to  General  Strong.  Lieutenant  Mackenzie,  in  charge  of  transporta- 
tion, not  having  airived,  I  gave  all  the  assistance  in  my  power  to  Genenl 
Strong,  and  by  1  a.  m.  of  the  10th  instant  his  brigade  was  in  boats,  ready 
to  proceed  to  Light-house  inlet 

Forming  the  toatff  in  line  ahead.  Acting  Ensign  Enapp  taking  the  lead, 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  intricate  channel,  we  proceeded  np  tbe 
creeks,  and  by  daylight  were,  with  the  whole  brigade,  at  or  near  the  jqdc- 
tion  of  the  creeks  with  Light4ioase  inlet. 

Just  after  daylight  the  batteries  on  Folly  island  opened  upon  tbe  enemy. 
Getting  tbe  armed  laanches  in  line  abreast,  I  pulled  into  Light-bouse  inlet, 
and  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards  opened  fiieapoa  the  Morris  island  batterin 
with  the  rifled  howitzer.  Fulling  down  the  inlet,  slowly  firing,  till  we  got 
within  good  distance  of  the  batteries,  I  opened  with  all  the  howitzers,  aaing 
^-second  shrapnell.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire  briskly  with  three  or  four 
heavy  gnns,  but  without  effect  After  an  hour's  rapid  firing  the  enemy's 
batteries  ceased  to  answer,  except  with  one  gun. 

General  Strong  determined  to  efiect  a  landing  with  his  brigade,  and  desig- 
nated the  point.  I  sent  the  two  launches  of  the  Wabash  below,  while  I  took 
np  a  position  above  this  point,  tbut  with  the  heavier  gnns  I  might  cover  bim 
and  enfilade  the  enemy's  rifle  pits,  should  he  attempt  to  occnpy  them  to  op- 
pose the  landing.  The  lauding  was  successful,  all  the  launches  keeping  ap 
a  rapid  and  effectual  firo  of  shell  and  shrapnell  over  the  heads  of  the  troopi, 
falling  about  a  hundred  yards  in  their  front  and  between  them.  This  fiie 
did  not  cease  till  the  assaulting  forces  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it 
unsafe  U>  continue  lest  injury  might  result  to  our  own  forces.  Althou^ 
several  of  tbe  transports  were  struck,  and  one  sunk,  none  of  the  boats  under 
my  command  were  bit,  we  being  in  a  measure  protected  by  the  banks, 
which,  as  the  tide  ran  out,  aflbrded  some  shelter.  Every  <^cer  and  man 
did  his  whole  dnty  with  alacrity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANaiS  M.  BUNCB, 

lAetitettant  Commands. 

Commander  Oeorse  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  V.  S.  SCeainer  Pawnee,  Senior  Officer. 
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Tfie  Moniton  inside  the  bar. — Attack  on  Fori  Wagner  delayed. 

Flas-Stbaher  AreuBTA  Dinshore, 

(^  Morrig  Idand.  July  17,  1863. 

Sir:  Under  date  of  the  12th  ioBtant,  I  inrnrmed  70U  that  General  Giilmore 
and  myself  were  in  occupation  of  the  lower  half  of  Morris  island  and  the 
main  ship  channel. 

Since  that  I  have  been  occupied  with  mcastireB  for  continuing  the  advance, 
and  have  tiie  Ironsides,  witb  bve  turret  irun-clads,  inside  the  bar. 

The  attack  on  Fort  Wagner  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  16th,  but  was 
postponed  to  this  da;,  as  the  shore  batteries  were  not  ready. 

A  very  heavy  rain  through  the  night  has,  however,  interfered  with  the 
progress  ashore,  and  the  general  now  says  he  will  be  ready  to-morrow 
morning. 

Ad  attack  wae  made  on  ns  yesterday  at  Stono,  but  repulsed.  The  Pawnee 
was  hit  fort,v-twD  times. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  Oideon  Willee, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


S^xtrt  ^  Sear^Admiral  Dahigren  of  combined  aUack  by  the  army  and  navd 
fortxB  on  Fort  Wagner. 

Flaq-Stkaiibr  Acqusta  Dinskosi, 

Off  Morris  Island,  July  19,  1863. 

Sm:  On  the  ISdk  a  combined  attack  was  made  on  Fort  Wagner  by  the 
troops  under  General  Oillmore  and  the  vessels  of  my  command. 

The  16th  bad  been  originally  agreed  on,  but  the  shore  batteries  were  not 
fully  prepared  before  the  I8th,  At  11.30  a.  m.  I  made  signal  to  get  under 
way  from  the  anchorage  near  the  bar,  and  led  up,  with  my  flag  in  the  Mon- 
tank,  followed  by  the  Ironsides,  Gatskill,  Nantucket,  Weehawken,  and  Pa- 
tapsco. 

About  13.30  p.  m.  anchored  the  Uontauk  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner,  and 
fired  the  first  gnn,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  tbe  other  veaaela. 
With  an  ebbing  tide,  the  pilot  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  approach  nearer 
than  the  inner  edge  of  the  channel,  and  the  least  distance  at  this  time  waa 
about  twelve  hundred  yards.  Ueauwhile  the  gunboats  Paul  Jones,  Com- 
mander  A.C.  Rhind;  Ottawa,  Lieutenant  Commander  W.D.  Whiting;  Senecs, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Wm.  Gibson;  Chippewa,  Lieutenant  Commander  T. 
C.  Harris;  and  Wiasahickon,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  under 
charge  of  Commander  Rhind,  were  using  the  pivot  gnn  with  efiect  at  long 
range,  and  oar  batteries  ashore  were  firing  very  deliberately  and  steadily. 

About  4  p.  m.,  the  tide  flowing,  weighed  anchor,  and  closed  in  with  tbe 
fort  to  about  three  hundred  yards,  which  silenced  it  so  that,  for  this  day,  not 
a  shot  was  fired  afterwards  at  the  vessels,  nor  was  a  man  to  be  seen  about 
it.  It  was  nearly  sunset  when  I  received  a  note  from  General  Giilmore, 
saying  that  he  bad  ordered  an  assault,  and  we  could  see  tbe  battalions  ad- 
vancing along  the  beach.  There  might  have  been  a  thousand  yards  between 
oar  nearest  shore  batteries  and  Fort  Wagner,  and  before  our  troops  had 
reached  the  work  it  became  too  dark  to  discern  them. 
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To  this  moment  an  incessant  and  accarat€  fire  had  been  maintained  b;tlie 
veiuele;  but  now  it  was  imposaible  to  distinguish  whether  it  took  effect  on 
friend  or  foe,  and,  of  neceasit;,  was  suspended. 

Very  soon  afterwards,  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  flashes  of  light 
artillery  annonnccd  that  oar  men  were  mounting  to  the  attack.  This  cuo- 
tinned,  without  intermissioD,  till  9.30  p.  m.,  graduail;  decreased,  and  Ukii 
died  away  altogether. 

The  ill  tidings  of  a  repulse  were  not  long  in  coming.  After  the  hipse  of 
an  anxious  hour,  common  report  told  me  that  the  assault  had  been  repnUed 
with  some  loss. 

It  now  only  remained  to  prosecute  the  work  with  patience  and  peree- 
Terance.  At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  forbear  repeating  my  opinion  that  the 
number  of  troops  is  inadequate.  The  oEGcers  and  men  are  zealous,  and  labor 
hard. 

The  general  plans  are  well  conceived,  but  there  is  to  my  mind  a  manifeat 
lack  of  force.  This  morning  I  sent  a  boat  ashore,  with  Flag  Lieutenant  S. 
W.  PrcatoD  and  Surgeon  Duvall,  under  flag  of  trace,  to  ascertain  if  our 
wounded  had  been  cared  for,  and  to  oSer  to  take  charge  of  them.  It  wu 
also  impossible  to  renew  our  fire  if  any  of  them  remained  on  the  ground. 

Lieutenant  Preston  reported  that  some  of  the  dead  and  wounded  were  atlll 
lying  about  the  work  where  they  had  fallen,  and  that  the  offer  was  declined: 
tiie  answer  being  that  the  dead  would  be  buried,  and  the  wounded  properly 
provided  for.  There  being  nothing  more  poasit^le  for  the  day,  I  caused  the 
turret  vessels  to  drop  down  out  of  range,  ao  that  the  men  might  have  some 
fresh  air  below,  and  the  Ironsidea  alao,  inasmuch  as  she  lay  stern  to  ihe 
fort,  withont  a  gun  bearing. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  is  entitled  to  every  commendation.  Cap- 
ta,in  Rowan,  of  the  Ironsides;  Commander  Rodgers,  of  the  Catskilt;  Com- 
mander Fairfax,  of  the  Montauk;  Commander  Beaumont,  of  the  Nantncket; 
and  Lient«nant  Commander  Badger,  whom  I  assigned  temporarily  to  the 
commandof  the  Patapsco,  did  their  duty  well,  and  handled  tbeir  vessels  in  the 
narrow  channel  and  shoal  water  with  great  skill. 

The  spirit  of  the  men  was  excellent;  neither  the  incessant  labor  of  action 
l^  day,  or  blockade  by  night,  nor  the  privations  of  inhabiting  turret  vessels, 
checked  their  earnest  determination,  and  Iboy  worked  the  cannon  with  great 
efiect,  as  the  silenced  guns  of  tbe  enemy  makes  manifest.  The  officers  of 
my  atafi*  were,  as  nsual,  assiduous  in  the  discbarge  of  their  duties.  'Hte 
vesaela  were  well  piloted  by  Acting  Masters  Godfrey  and  Hafforda. 

In  conctnaiou,  permit  me  to  say  that  on  thia  occasion  the  vesaela  did  all 
that  was  intended  or  could  be  expected  from  them;  tbey  silenced  tbe  fort, 
and  forced  the  garrison  to  keep  nnder  shelter.  At  the  same  time  the  las* 
sustained  by  out  troops  bears  witness  to  the  persevering  gallantry  widi 
which  they  endeavored  to  storm  the  work,  and  which  deserved  the  bdccsm 
that  will,  I  trnst,  reward  a  renewed  effort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLORKN, 
Rear-Admiral,  CammandiTig  8.  A.  B.  Squmlrvn. 

Hon.  GmKoN  Wslles, 

Secretary  t^the  Navy,  Wai3nngl»n,  D.  C 
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JyrtqfCbwwwar  0.  W.  Stjfirt. 

UitirKD  States  Iron-clid  Catskill, 
Off  MorrU  Idand,  B.  C,  Jidy  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  the  signal  from 
the  flag-ship,  I  got  under  way  at  11.52  this  day,  and  followed  the  Montauk, 
bearing  your  flag,  standing  ap  the  channel  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Wagner. 
Arriring  within  range,  opened  at  13.44  with  my  11-inch  gnn  upon  Fort 
Wagner,  and  soon  after  anchoring  in  13)  feet  of  water,  some  800  yards 
from  the  fort,  continued  my  fire  until  dusk,  when  the  troops  advancing  to 
the  aseanlt,  I  fired  rapidly  into  the  fort,  and  then  following  in  the  motions 
of  the  Ironsides,  ceased  firing.  Shortly  after  8.16  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  yonr 
order,  got  nnder  way  and  proceeded  ont  into  the  channel,  anchoring  near 
the  Ironsides. 

I  have  fired  this  day  forty- seven  15-inch  shell,  sixty- three  ll-inch  shell, 
twelve  11-inch  sbrapnell,  one  11-inch  canister,  one  ll-incb  grape,  makiog  124 
shots.  My  11-inch  shell  and  sbrapDeH  being  nearly  expended,  I  reserved 
the  remainder  until  just  before  the  assault. 

This  Teasel  was  not  stmck  daring  t^e  day,  and  I  have  no  casnalties  to 
report 

I  beg  leave  to  call  yonr  attention  to  tbe  zeal,  energy,  and  tact  shown  by 
the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  Lieatenant  Commander  C.  G.  Carpenter, 
the  good  result  of  which  is  shown  by  tbe  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  of  the 
officers  and  crew. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  year  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  RODOERS,  Chmmander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Daelgrkn, 

Oommanding  8,  A.  B.  Squadron. 


JOade  on  Fort  Wagner. 

Flio-Stxuieb  Dixshobe, 
Of  JUbrrie  Idand,  Jvly  25,  1863. 
Sib:  Yesterday  I  went  up  with  the  iron-clads  and  opened  ajieavy  fire  on 
Fort  Wagner,  in  order  to  prevent  a  sortie  npon  some  new  works  which  General 
Gilmore  had  pnshed  to  within  600  yards  of  the  fort. 

The  gnnboats  assisted  at  long  range.  The  firing  was  good,  and  frequently 
excellent 

The  firing  of  Fort  Wagner  was  soon  silenced,  and  tbe  garrison  driven  to 
shelter,  so  that  in  the  course  of  the  morning  a  few  new  batteries  were  partially 
armed. 

The  fire  was  interrupted  by  a  flag  of  troce,  borne  by  a  steamer  baving  on 
board  some  of  our  wounded  who  had  been  t^en  priBoners  at  various  times. 
General  Gillmore  tells  me  that  his  advance  position  ie  now  secared.  *   *   * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear^Admiral,  OommaHding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GmEoir  WEixn, 

fibereftiry  <fAe  Navy,  Wathmifion,  D.  C. 
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Plao-Stkamer  Dihsmokk, 
Off  Morns  Island,  July  30,  1863. 

Sir:  The  position  of  afiairs  ia  not  materially  changed  since  the  dste  of  my 
last  despatch,  (July  25,)  except  that  our  advanced  batteries  (600  jrards  from 
Wagoer)  are  in  operatioD,  and  will  receive  frequent  additions  to  their  ums- 
ment.  I  have  contributed  four  rifle  cannon,  with  a  detachment  of  Be&men, 
(say  120,)  QQder  Captain  Parker,  and  will  land  more  when  1  have  the  men 
to  spare. 

Everr  da;  two  or  three  of  the  iron-clade  join  in  and  sweep  the  gronsd  be- 
tween Wagner  and  Gummings's  Point,  or  else  fire  directly  into  Wagner;  the 
only  objection  to  which  is,  that  it  is  drawiog  largely  on  the  endarsDce  of 
onr  canoon.  However,  I  have  do  doubt  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  will  enable 
me  to  meet  this  difficulty. 

The  enemy  also  seek  in  every  way  to  distract  onr  attention.  The  night 
before  last  there  was  an  alarm  from  Stono  about  a  ram,  and  last  night  a 
deserter  to  the  camp  stated  that  the  iron-clad  at  Savannah  was  to  move.  I 
had  sent  the  Nabant  to  check  this ;  but  as  the  rumor  added  several  gnnboats, 
and  the  Unadilla  alone  was  with  the  Nahant,  it  seemed  better  to  make  sure, 
80  I  sent  down  the  Weehawken  in  tow  of  the  Conemangh, 

The  turrets  receive  a  shot  occasionally  with  the  usual  result,  and  the  Iron- 
sides has  been  struck  repeatedly  by  10-inch  shot  (1,200  to  1,400  yards)  with- 
out material  impression.  A  shot  from  Fort  Sumter,  in  peeaing  along  the 
spar  deck,  glanced  from  the  edge  of  it,  and  by  the  concussion  damaged  the 
beam  below,  with  knees  connecting. 

If  the  depth  of  water  would  only  permit  her  to  approach,  I  would  sweep 
the  ground  clean  with  her  powerful  broadside. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  Wagner  is  the  key  to  Sumter,  wherefore  the 
enemy  will  spare  no  effort  for  the  defence,  and  will  protract  any  result  to 
the  last 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLOREN, 
Sear-Adnaral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hod.  OinEON  Welles, 

Becrdary  tflke  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attack  upon  Forts  Wagner  and  Sumter. 

Flag-Stgaxer  Dihsuorc, 
Off'  Morris  I^nd,  August  18,  1863. 

Sir:  Yesterday  was  begun  another  series  of  operations  against  the 
enemy's  works. 

Early  in  the  morning  General  Gillmore  opened  all  his  batteries  npon  Fert 
Sumter,  firing  over  Fort  Wagner  and  the  intermediate  space. 

About  the  same  time  I  moved  up  with  the  entire  available  naval  force, 
leading  with  my  flag  in  the  Weehawken,  followed  by  the  Catskill,  Nahant, 
and  Montauk ;  the  Passaic  and  Fatapsco  in  reserve  for  Sumter ;  the  Iron- 
sides in  position  opposite  to  Wagner;  and  the  gunboats  named  in  the 
margin  at  long  range — Canandaigua,  Captain  J.  F.  Green ;  Hahaska,  Com- 
mander J.  B.  Creigbton  ^Cimarron,  Commander  A.  K.  Hughes ;  Ottawa, 
Lieutenant  Commander  W.  D.  Whiting ;  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Cchd- 


ABHOBED   VESSELS.  225 

muider  J.  L.  Davis ;  Dia  Ching,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin ; 
Lodona,  Lieutenant  Commander  K  Brodhead, 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Weehawken  was  closed  to  about  four  hundred  and 
thy  yards  of  Wagiier  ;  the  other  three  Monitors  followed,  and  the  Ironsides 
M  Dear  as  her  great  draught  of  water  permitted.  After  a  steady  and  well- 
directed  fire,  Waguer  was  silenced  about  9.20  a.  m.,  and  that  of  our  own 
veflsels  was  slackened  in  consequence. 

Meanwhile  the  fire  of  our  shore  batteries  was  working  effectually  upon 
the  gorge  of  Sumter,  which  appeared  to  have  been  strengthened  In  every 
possible  manner.  At  this  time  the  flag  was  shifted  to  the  Passaic,  which, 
with  the  Patapsco,  (both  having  rifle  guns,)  steamed  up  the  channel  until 
two  thousand  yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  when  fire  was  opened  on  the  ^orge 
angle  and  SE.  front  of  the  work.  The  Patapsco  fired  very  well,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  have  struck  the  SE.  front  nine  consecutive  times 

To  all  this  Sumter  scarcely  replied;  Wagner  was  silenced,  and  Battery 
Gregg  alone  maintained  a  deliberate  fire  at  the  Passaic  and  Patapsco. 

It  was  now  noon.  The  men  had  been  hard  at  work  from  daybreak,  and 
needed  rest,  bo  I  withdrew  tlii^  vesselR  to  give  them  dinner. 

During  the  afternoon  our  shore  batteries  continued  the  fire  at  Sumter, 
with  little  or  no  reply  from  the  enemy,  and  I  contented  myaelf  with  sending 
Dp  the  Passaic  and  Patapsco  to  prevent  Wagner  from  repairing  damages. 
The  fort  replied  briskly,  but  in  a  brief  time  left  off  firing.  I  am  not  able 
to  state  with  exactness  the  result  of  the  day's  work,  but  am  welt  satisfied 
with  what  a  distant  view  of  Sumter  allowed  me.  Our  entire  power  is  not 
yet  developed,  as  it  will  be  daily,  while  the  enemy  is  damaged  without 
being  able  to  repair 

The  oflScers  and  men  of  the  vessels  engaged  have  done  their  duty  well, 
and  will  contlnne  to  do  bo. 

All  went  well  with  ns,  save  one  sad  exception:  Captain  Rodgers,  my  chief 
of  staff,  was  killed,  as  well  as  Paymaster  Woodbury,  who  was  standing  near 
him. 

Captain  Bodgers  had  more  than  once  asked,  on  this  occasion,  if  he  should 
go  with  me  as  usual,  or  resume  the  command  of  hia  vessel,  the  Catskill,  and 
he  repeated  the  query  twice  in  the  morning,  the  last  time  on  the  deck  of  the 
WeehawkcD,  just  while  preparing  to  move  into  action.  In  each  instance  I 
replied,  "  Bo  as  you  choose."  He  finally  said,  "  Well,  I  will  go  in  the  Catskill, 
and  the  next  time  with  you." 

The  Weehawken  was  lying  about  one  thousand  yards  from  Wagner,  and 
the  Catskill  with  my  gallant  friend  jnst  inside  of  me,  the  fire  of  the  fort 
coming  in  steadily;  observing  the  tide  to  have  risen  a  little,  I  directed  the 
Weehawken  to  he  carried  in  closer,  and  the  anchor  was  hardly  weighed  when 
I  noticed  that  the  Catskill  was  also  under  way,  which  I  remarked  to  Captain 
Colhonn. 

It  occnrred  to  me  that  Captain  Bodgers  detected  the  movement  of  the 
Weehawken,  and  was  determined  to  be  closer  to  the  enemy  if  possible. 
Hy  attention  was  called  off  immediately  to  a  position  for  the  Weehawken, 
and  soon  after  it  was  reported  that  the  Catskill  was  going  out  of  action  with 
signal  flying  that  her  captain  was  disabled  ;  he  had  been  killed  instantly. 

ft  is  but  natural  that  I  should  feel  deeply  the  loss  thus  sustained,  for  the 
close  and  confidential  relation  which  the  duties  of  fleet-captain  necessarily 
occasions,  impressed  me  deeply  with  the  loss  of  Captain  Uodgers.  Brave, 
ioteUigent,  and  highly  capable,  devoted  to  his  duty  and  to  the  flag  under 
which  be  passed  his  life,  the  couutry  cannot  afford  to  lose  such  men;  of  a 
kind  and  generous  nature,  he  was  always  prompt  to  give  relief  when  he 
could. 
I  have  directed  that  all  respect  be  paid  to  his  remains,  and  ttu~coantiBr 
H.  El.  Doc.  69 15  it.^^^OO^r. 
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will  Dot,  I  am  sure,  omit  boDor  to  the  memory  of  ooe  who  has  not  apaied 
hie  life  in  her  hour  of  trial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lie,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Sear-Admtral,  Comnumding  S.  A.  B  Squadrm. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Uie  Nav]/,  Washivgton,  D.  C. 


LMtr  1^  Aimir^  Ddilgrm,  ^mmiamg  »ul»  i^  Oi€  mgagmmi  loin  ty  nag-Linlma*  Jfaw> 
Rirral. 

FlaO-StIAMER  PHILASSLrHll, 

(^  Marria  Inland,  August  19, 1S63. 
Sm;  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  not«B  taken  by  Flag-Lieii- 
tenant  Horean  Forrest  during  the  engagement  of  the  ITth  instant,  and  alw 
copies  of  reports  showing  the  st&to  of  the  manne  battalion,  and  from  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Catekill. 
I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGRBN, 
Rear-Adviiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadmn. 
Hod.  OniBON  Wbllbb, 

Secrdary  of  the  Naoy,  Waiihington,  D.  C. 


At  5.80  a.  m.  the  admiral  and  his  staff,  Fleet  Captain  Oeorge  W.  Rodgen, 
Flag-Lieutenant  Morean  Forrest,  and  Ensign  Larue  P.  Adams  left  the  Cnited 
States  steamer  Dtnsmore,  and  at  5.40  flag  was  hoisted  aboard  the  DniW 
States  iron-clad  Weebawken.  Fleet  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers  then  le(i 
to  take  command  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  Catskill. 

6.15. — Flag  under  way,  and  steaming  up  thu  channel  to  the  buoy  abreain 
Fort  W^ner. 

S.35. — All  the  Monitors  under  way,  Bt«aming  np  the  channel. 

6,40. — Flag  anchored  a  little  below  and  about  seven  hundred  yards  from 
Wagner. 

6.45. — Flag  opened  with  Xl-inch  shell  at  Wagner. 

6.48. — First  shot  from  Wagner  at  flag  passed  over. 

6.49. — Weebawken  opened  with  XV-inch  shell. 

6.53. — Ironsides  opened  fire  a  little  high.  AtthiBtimetheshorebatteiie^ 
were  delivering  a  telling  fire  on  Sumt«r. 

6.54. — Montauk  opened  a  little  astern  of  flag. 

6.60. — Wagner  firing  grape  and  musketry  at  the  Monitors. 

7.03. — Wagner  struck  flag's  deck. 

7.05. — Wagner  fired  twice,  one  striking  flag,  the  other  passing  througfa 
the  smoke-stack  of  Ironsides. 

7.13, — IroDsidesapparently  under  way,  as  if  to  shift  berth  or  insare  swing- 
ing the  right  way. 

7.16. — N&hant  opened  fire. 

7.18. — Another  shot  through  Weehawken'e  smoke-stack, 

7.2fi. — Signalled  to  Ironsides — firing  too  high. 

7.39. — Moultrie  opened  at  Ironsides,  making  very  good  practioe. 

7.40. — Catskill  anchored  a  little  inshore  of  the  flag. 
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7.43.— Catskill  opened. 
8.00. — Mahaska  opened. 
8.05, — All  the  wooden  ganboato  in  action. 
8.06. — Monltrie  atrnck  on  top  of  Ironsides'e  deck. 
8.08. — Passat c  opened. 
8.20. — Pat^Mco  opened. 

8.3&.-^Flag  under  way;  and  havinfr  shifted  berth  nearly  to  the  battery, 
anchored. 

8.35. — Catskill  under  way,  moving  a  little  farther  off 
8.50. — Catskill  made  signal  "  Captain  is  disabled,"  and  went  ont  of  action. 
9,20. — The  firing  from  Wagner  ceased. 
9.30. — Flag  ceased  firing.    The  gnnboata  still  firing  slowly. 
10.00. — Flag  under  way  and  moving  towards  Passaic,  to  which  vessel  the 
admiral  shifted  his  flag,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire. 

10.05. — The  flag  being  hoisted  on  the  Passaic,  the  Passaic,  accompanied 
by  the  Patapsco,  headed  up  the  channel  and  rounded  to  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred yards  from  Sumter.  .^  - 
10.80. — Passaic  opened  with  rifle  and  struck  the  top  of  Sumter.       dJ£~dr^\ 
10.32. — Gregg  opened  on  flag,  shot  passing  over.                            JH  W  v  ri 
10.42. — Uouttrie  opened  on  flag  and  Patapsco.                            '     *-y  '^^'' . 
10.44. — Patapsco  opened  on  Sumter,  making  fine  practice.                  '^iJ!^ 
10.50, — Flag  struck  twice  by  Gregg. 

11.05. — Catskill  resumed  position,  firing  slowly  at  Wagner  and  Gregg. 
11.16. — Sumter  opened. 

12.00. — Montauk  made  signal  that  her  small  gun  was  disabled, 
12.10. — Came  down  from  action  to  go  to  dinner,  and  ordered  the   other 
veaeels  to  do  the  same.     As  we  passed  the  Catskill,  learned  that  Fleet  Cap- 
tain George  W,  Rodgers  and  ABsistant  Paymaster  Woodbury  had  been  killed. 
At  12.40  p.  m,  hoisted  the  flag  aboard  the  Dinsmore, 
Very  respectfully,     • 

MOREAU  FORREST, 

Flag-LUuienmit. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorin,  U.  S.  N., 

Chmmandmg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Ihoh-clas  Catskill, 

Of  Morris  Uand,  A'uguat  17,  18«3. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  action 
to-day: 

About  7  30  steamed  up  abreast  of  Fort  Wagner  and  anchored.  Captain 
Kudgers,  chief  of  staff,  in  charge,  opened  fire  on  the  works,  which  was  re- 
turned heavily. 

Abont  8.30  a  shot  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot-house,  fracturing  the  outer 
plate  and  tearing  off  an  irregular  piece  of  the  inside  plate  of  about  one  square 
iitot  in  area,  and  forcing  out  several  of  the  bolts  by  which  the  two  thick- 
nesses  we  held  together,  pieces  of  which  struck  Captain  George  W.  Rodgers 
and  Acting  Aaaistant  PaymaHter  J,  G.  Woodbury,  killing  them  instantly, 
also  wounding  the  pilot,  Mr.  Penton,  and  Acting  Master's  Mat«Trescott;  after 
^vhich  I  hove  up  the  anchor,  steamed  down  to  the  tug  Dandelion,  transferred 
them  to  her,  and  retomed,  taking  position  astern  of  the  Weehawken;  con- 
tinued the  file  until  signal  was  made  to  withdraw. 

"Wo  were  struck,  in  all,  thirteen  times.  The  smoke-box  of  XV-inchgun  is 
f^adnally  becoming  weaker,  the  angle  iron  around  the  bottom  and  eight  or 
ten  bolts  having  been  broken  off  to-day,  the  other  side  being  m  badly  sprung 
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that  the  baits  cannot  be  replaced.    The  inside  bearing  of  the  after  tradi  of 
Xl-inch  guu  came  off  at  the  first  discharge ;  was  temporarily  repaired,  so  u 
to  nse  the  gun,  but  found  the  asle  to  be  broken;  used  it  with  a  slide. 
Enclosed  I  send  the  report  of  Dr.  Abbott,  of  this  vessel. 
I  am,  very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  C.  CARPENTER, 

lAetUenarU  Commanding 
fiear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  IsoN-CLAn  Catskill, 
0^  MorriB  Idand,  August  17,  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  reporfthe  following  casualtieB  which  occurred  on  board 
this  vessel  daring  the  engagement  this  day  with  Fort  Sumter  and  the  Morru 
island  batteries.     These  injuries  were  all  caused  by  a  single  shot,  which 
Struck  the  top  of  the  pitot-houae  and  shattered  the  inner  plating. 

ftZtei.-.-Commander  George  W.  Rodgers;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
Josi&h  Q.  Woodbury. 

Wounds. — Pilot  Abner  C.  Penton,  wound  of  scalp,  alight;  Acting  Mu- 
ter's  Mate  Peter  Trcscott,  concussion,  slight. 

Very  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  W.  ABBOTT, 

Aesittant  Surgeon. 
Lieutenant  Commander  C,  C,  Carpentkr, 

Oomtnanding  United  Stales  Iron-clad  CaUkiU. 


United  States  Naval  Battert, 

August  IT,  1853. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  fired  to-day  from  this  battery 
one  hundred  and  seventy  shells  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  solid  shot, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  struck  the  face  of  Sumter  or  its  parapet 

By  making  officers  on  men  "cover"  when  shot  or  shell  were  passing  over 
the  battery,  I  avoided,  through  the  mercy  of  a  kind  Providence,  all  casoal- 
ties.  The  officers  who  were  wi^  me,  Lieutenant  Brower,  Ensign  Wallace, 
and  Acting  Ensign  Owens,  and  the  men,  deserve  great  credit  for  their  labo- 
rious exertions  of  fifteen  hours  under  a  bnming  sun. 
Very  respectfully, 

FOXALL  A.  PAREER,  < 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloben, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Btodcading  Squadron. 


UNTTKn  States  Steahkr  New  IitoNsmES, 

Off^  Morr^  Ldand,  August  SI,  1863. 
Snt:  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Mr.  Bishop,  carpenter  of  this  shifK 
showing  the  damage  sustained  by  the  fire  of  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg  dn- 
riog  the  action  of  Uie  ITtb  instant 
I  also  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Robeson,  ordnance  officer,  of  the 
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Griu^  St  Wagner,  Oregf^  aod  Sumter,  od  the  Itth,  18tb,  19th,  and  20th  in- 
atant. 

1  h*TC  the  honor  to  be,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  0.  KOHTAN, 
C^)tain  Commanding. 
Rear-Ad miral  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  Soulh  AUanlic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  PhiUuklphia,  Of  Morrin  Inland. 


Ukited  States  Ship  Nkw  Ihohsides, 
Of  Morris  Inland,  August  16, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following'  report  respecting  the  injuries' 
received  by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  to^lay.  I  count,  in  all,  thirty-one  hits, 
though  I  think  we  were  struck  several  times  below  the  water-line.  The 
plating  received  nineteen  shots,  eleven  oth<!rB  struck  the  wood  work,  and 
eight  passed  through  the  smoke-stack.  '  No  material  damage  was  done  to 
the  armor,  though  in  four  places  the  iron  was  so  much  crushed  in  as  to 
crack  it.  The  backing,  except  in  one  place  where  one  width  of  the  ceiling, 
jnst  forward  of  No.  6  port  on  the  sturboard  side,  is  driven  in  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch,  shows  no  signs  of  having  been  started.  The  forward 
ehotter  of  No.  3  port  on  the  starboard  side  was  shot  off  and  lost  overboard, 
baviog  been  struck  on  its  upper  edge  near  the  pivot  on  which  it  swung. 
One  shot  came  through  the  wood  work  on  the  starboard  quarter  into  the 
cabin,  and  passed  down  into  the  ward-room,  tearing  out  a  large  piece  of  the 
clamps  in  one  of  the  cabin  staterooms,  ripping  up  the  coaming  of  the  ward- 
room hatch,  and  splintering  the  beam  underneath.  One  of  the  wheel  ropes, 
which  ran  through  the  beam,  barely  escaped  being  cut  away  by  this  shot. 

Another  shot  struck  the  deck,  unprotected  by  sand  bags,  just  abaft  the 
parteruers  of  the  mizzenmast,  going  through  the  planking  and  glancing  off 
as  it  met  the  iron  underneath. 

The  iron,  however,  was  crushed  down  to  the  depth  of  an  inch  and  a  half, 
and  partially  broken. 

The  deck  pump  on  the  starboard  quarter  was  carried  away,  and  the  shot 
striking  the  sand  bags,  glanced  forward  and  remained  on  deck,  but  the  knee 
supporting  the  beam  underneath  the  place  where  the  sand  bags  lay  was 
ipiit,  and  one  of  the  carlins  broken. 

All  these  hits  were  made  by  10-inch  solid  shot,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  fixed  with  exceedingly  heavy  charges,  some  of  them  at  a  distance  of 
not  more  than  from  nine  hundred  to  one  thousand  yards. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  BISHOP,  ( 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Steams  JITew  Ironsides. 


Engagement  with  Fort  Sumter. 

FlAO-StEAMER  PBILAnKLFHIA, 

Off  Morris  Island,  August  23,  1868, 

Sxb:  This  morning,  before  daylight,  I  moved  the  five  Monitors  to  about 

800  yai  da  of  Sumter,  and  opened  fire  upon  it     A  fug  arose,  which  prevented 

us  from  seeing  the  work  a  part  of  the  time;  nevertbcless,  much  damage 

must  have  been  done  to  its  southeast  and  northeast  faces.  CiOOi-jIc 
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Samter  only  replied  with  eix  shots,  but  Moultrie,  with  its  extended  linn 
of  earthworks,  opened  heavily,  and  struck  the  Monitors  Treqaently  wiUibekvy 
ehot.  The  Weehawken,  in  which  was  my  Sag,  received  two  blows  on  the 
pilot-honee,  which  were  more  forcible  than  any  I  hare  seen,  owing,  probably, 
to  the  dimiDiBhed  distance. 

Notwithstanding  the  difGcultiea  of  manceuvring  during  the  aigfatina 
channel  edged  witu  shoals,  only  one  of  the  Monitors  got  agronnd,  bnt  extri- 
cated herself. 

About  6  o'clock,  the  men  being  much  exhausted  by  the  labor  of  two  sac- 
cessive  days  and  nights,  I  drew  off  in  fnll  daylight  under  the  steady  fire  of 
Fort  Moultrie. 

It  ia  DOW  blowing  from  the  southeast,  and  when  it  enbsides  I  propose 
passing  Sumter  into  the  harbor,  if  the  obstructions  are  not  of  such  a  nature 
-as  to  prevent  it.  The  returns  from  all  the  vessels  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived, so  that  I  aro  unable  to  render  a  full  statement  in  detail  at  this  time. 

The  gorge  of  Sumter  has  been  completely  ruined  by  the  severe  fire  of  the 
shore  batteries,  which  has  also  reached  the  other  faces  of  the  work,  and  mnst 
have  dismounted  most  of  their  barbette  guns,  besides  seriously  injuring  tht 
walls  themselves.  In  this  the  naval  battery  of  foar  rifled  cannon  have  p«r- 
ticipated,  under  Captain  F.  A.  Parker. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  s«rvant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admirdl,  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wsiisa, 

Secretary  of  the  ^avy,  Wa»hingUm,D.  C. 

P.  S.— Fort  Wagner  is  quite  as  strong  as  ever,  pertiaps  more  so.  The 
trenches  have,  however,  been  pushed  quite  close  to  it,  and  an  assault  may 
again  take  place  before  long.    Battery  Oregg  is  also  unimpaired. 


JVcilM  y  (h  tngagemaa,  taJm  by  Flag-LJuiUiianl  Monmt  Fbrrml, 

FlIO-StSAIIEH  PHII^DtLPHIt, 

OJ  Morru  Ulaitd,  A*gwt  24,  1S63. 
Sib:  I  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  notes  taken  by  Flag-Lieu- 
tenant Forrest,  of  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secrelary  cflhe  Navy,  Wiwhinglon,  D.  C. 

JIUm  y  1*<  tagagaimt  wiA  Art  SmUw  an  lit  n^  qfOiStdi^  Aiffud,  1863. 

11.05  p.  m. — Admiral,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  FlaK-LienteQant  Forrest, 
Ensign  Adams,  and  tbepilot,  left  {fag-steamer  Philadelphia,  and  at  11.30 
hoisted  the  flag  on  the  Weehawken. 

11.40. — Under  way,  and  sent  tng  to  other  Monitors  to  tell  them  to  get 
under  way. 

11.60. — Heading  up  the  channel,  accompanied  by  Moutauk  and  Nahant. 

12. — Shoved  alongside  Patapsco,  and  told  him  to  proceed,  whilst  flag 
hailed  Ironsides  to  show  a  red  light  as  soon  as  the  firing  commenced. 

12.30.— At  the  lower  bnoy. 

1. — Hailed  Passaic,  and  shortly  afterwards  Patapsco,  to  tell  them  that  flag 
would  take  the  extreme  left. 
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1.15. — Anchored. 

1.80. — Flag  weighed  anchor  and  headed  for  the  upper  buoy. 
3. — Saw  the  lights  flashed  hj  Ensign  Porter  at  npper  buoy  and  headed 
for  thero. 
2.30. — By  the  npper  buoy.     Ensign  Porter  came  aboard. 

2 .  45. — Aochored  near  Sumter,  and  sent  Porter  to  tell  the  other  Monitors 
to  anchor  on  onr  right  in  a  line  extending  towards  Moultrie. 

S .  5&. — All  the  Monitors  anchored.  The  Passaic  on  oar  right,  the  Patapsco 
on  onr  left,  the  Montauk  on  onr  extreme  right,  the  Nahaat  jast  astern  of 
flag,  flag  being  about  900  yards  from  Snmter. 

3 .  OS.— Flag  fired  first  shot  at  Sumter,  XI". 
3.10.— Flag  fired  XV". 

3.15. — Montauk  opened. 
3 .  20. — Passaic  opened. 

3 .  30. — Patapsco  opened  and  the  firing  became  general.  The  practice  was 
very  good;  the  heavy  thugs  distinctly  heard  as  the  shot  struck  the  fort, 

3.80. — Sumter  fired  first  gun  at  flag,  just  after  sending  up  rocket;  passed 

3.45. — Oregg  opened  on  flag. 

4.10. — Heavy  fog  came  over  from  Moultrie  completely  enveloping  the  fort. 
Flag  fired  in  the  direction,  however,  having  taken  its  bearings  under  a  star. 
Hailed  the  Patapsco  and  Passaic,  giving  them  the  bearing,  and  told  them  to 
do  the  same. 

4 .  15. — Flag  moved  up,  about  150  yards,  towards  Snmter. 

4.20. — Fog  having  lifted,  Monltrie  opened  with  a  heavy  fire  on  the  Moni- 
tors. 

4.30. — Flag  struck  by  Moultrie,  and  quartermaster  wounded. 

5. — Another  fog-bank  came  over,  accompanied  by  a  breeze  from  the  east- 
ward that  swung  the  ships,  and  we  had  to  suspend  operations  again. 

5 .  SO. — Resnmed  firing  again  and  fired  until  6.10,  at  which  time  there  being 
no  signs  of  the  fog  lifting,  and  it  being  broad  daylight,  flag  got  under  way 
and  moved  down  towards  the  lower  buoy.  In  passing,  bailed  the  Monitors 
to  follow  flag  down  in  line. 

6.30. — Made  signal  "withdraw  from  action™ 

8.40. — At  lower  buoy.  Monitors  taking  their  positions  for  coming  down 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Moultrie,  Bee,  and  Beanregard,  which  batteries  con- 
ttoned  their  fire  until  we  had  passed  well  down  below  the  Ironsides.  In 
looking  at  the  fort  it  appeared  to  be  very  severely  battered  on  the  sea-coaet 
wall. 

T. — Admiral  and  staff  took  a  tug,  and  at  7.20  hoisted  the  flag  on  board 
the  I^iladelphia. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &.C.,  &c., 

MOREAU  FORREST, 

Flag-lAeutettant. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Oommanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Engagement  toith  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 
Flao-Steamgr  Philadslfhia, 

Of  Morris  Hand,  September  9,  1863. 
StR:  The  present  condition  of  affairs  here,  so  far  as  my  information  ez> 
tends,  may  be  stated  thus: 

The  siege  batteries  of  General  Oillmore  opened  on  Sumter  on  the  ITtb, 
aod  continued  in  operation  through  the  week.    The  distance  of  the  batteries 
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from  the  object  exceeded  aoything  of  the  kind  hitherto  attempted  in  socb 
operations. 

B;  the  expiration  of  the  week  the  work  was  ruined.  The  ^rge  was  com- 
pletely cut  down,  and  the  guns  on  the  other  faces  almost  entirety  dieabled. 

It  was  a  new  illuBtration  of  the  engineering  art,  and  will  always  be 
deemed  a  great  triumph  for  General  GiJlmore.  Without  regard  to  further 
reeulls,  I  think  ho  has  already  handeomcly  earned  his  next  step  in  rank.  ' 

Having  thus  rendered  Sumter  useless  to  the  confederate  system  of  defence* 
here,  it  still  remains  to  turn  the  acquisition  fully  to  account.  A  glance  at 
the  map,  and  at  the  means  at  disposal,  will  show  that  the  entire  advantage 
cannot  yet  be  realized  to  ourselves,  because  we  cannot  occupy  the  fort. 

The  army  is  unable  to  do  it  unless  possession  of  Fort  Wagner  is  had;  nor 
the  navy,  without  forcing  the  defences  by  water  in  the  shape  of  obstmctions 
protected  by  Fort  Moultrie,  and  under  its  full  range,  even  to  Sumter. 

General  Gillmore  is  actively  engaged  on  the  one,  and  deems  the  naval  aid 
indispensable  to  success.  I  have  agreed  to  render  all  that  I  have.  Tbis 
necessarily  compels  me  to  forego  an  immediate  move  on  the  obstructions.  I 
had  already  begun,  however,  and  some  progress  had  been  made. 

On  the  night  of  thn  1st  of  September  I  moored  the  Ironsides  and  Horn- 
tors  up  the  channel  before  midnight,  just  before  the  flood  tido  had  ceased. 

The  first  purpose  was  to  make  sure  that  Sumter  had  no  guns  to  fire  on  oa. 
It  was  believed  that  tbey  had  remounted  a  few  on  the  NE.  and  NW.  facet. 
At  my  request  Genera)  Gillmoro  had  resumed  lire  yesterday;  and  in  the 
evening  notified  me  that  he  knocked  down  some  four  or  five  pieces  that 
were  perceived  on  the  more  remote  fronts. 

The  nearest  approach  was  about  500  yards  with  the  Monitors,  my  Rtg 
being  in  the  Weehawken;  but  so  great  was  the  force  of  the  tide,  that  it  vu 
half  past  eleven  o'clock  before  the  first  shot  was  fired  by  the  Weehawken. 

We  lay  right  off  the  angle  of  the  NE.  and  SE.  fronts.  Being  much  occo- 
pied  in  the  movements  of  the  vessels,  I  did  not  perceive  that  Sumter  fired; 
but  Flag-Lieutenant  Preston  saw  distinctly  two  shots  fired  from  a  gun  on 
the  eastern  angle. 

The  firing  was  steadily  maintained  from  all  the  Monitors,  which  were  well 
handled. 

The  Ironsides  was  brought  up  to  a  good  range,  and  joined  in  the  action. 

Meanwhile  Moultrie  opened  a  rapid  and  sustained  fire  from  its  extended 
line,  which  told  with  effect;  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  however,  interfered 
with  their  accuracy  of  aim  at  objects  so  small  as  the  turrets. 

Our  fire  was  also  directed  at  the  floating  obstructions  that  had  been  re- 
ported from  day  to  day. 

I  should  have  wished  to  remain  after  daylight,  so  as  to  have  had  a  good 
view  of  the  scene  of  operations,  but  the  flood  tide  set  in  before  daylij^ht, 
vhicb  would  have  exposed  the  Monitors  unnecessarily,  so  I  withdrew,  leaf- 
ing it  to  another  morning  to  prosecute  the  matter. 

The  vessels  were  engaged  for  five  hours,  and  in  that  time  fired  two  bno- 
dred  and  forty-flve  shots,  and  received  in  all  seventy-one  hits;  of  these,  tbe 
Ironsides  fired  fifty,  and  received  seven. 

The  enemy  fired  some  shot  of  wedge  shape,  samples  of  which  were  picked 
up  on  the  decks  of  the  Lehigh — an  absurd  practice,  originating  in  the  brain 
of  some  wild  inventor  A  round  shot  struck  the  base  of  the  Weehawken's 
(flag)  turret,  and  drove  in  a  fragment  of  iron,  which  struck  Fleet  Captain 
Badger  on  the  leg  and  broke  it  short — so  that  I  have  lost  three  flag-captains 
in  the  short  space  of  two  months,  which  has  embarrassed  me  beyond  mesB- 
nre  in  the  transaction  of  public  business;  Captain  Taylor  went  horns  sick. 
Captain  Rodgers  was  killed  in  action,  and  now  Captain  Badger  is  badly 
vounded. 
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I  shall  feel  greatly  the  loss  of  Captaia  Badger's  service  at  this  time.  He 
has  been  with  me  for  more  than  eight  years,  and  his  sterling  qualities  have 
rendered  him  one  of  the  very  beet  ortJoaDce  ofGcers  in  the  navy.  I  hope 
his  disability  may  be  short. 

The  commanders  of  the  iron-clads — Captafe  8.  C.  Rowan,  Commander 
Thomas  H.  Stevens,  Commander  A.  Brysun,  Commander  E.  R.  Colboun, 
Lieutenant  Commander  B.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Bavia,  and 
Lientenant  Commander  J.  J.  Oornwell — handled  their  vessels  with  ability 
in  the  narrow  channel  and  the  obscurity  of  the  night 

I  should  have  resumed  operations  with  a  view  of  forcing  a  passage,  but 
General  Gillmore  is  now  ready  for  another  movement,  and  I  propose  to 
assist  him  first. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGRBN, 
Rear-Admirat,  Commanding  &  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GroKos  Welles, 

Secreiary  of  the  Navy,  WaAinglon,  D.  C. 


Evacuation  of  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery  Qregg. 

TJyiTED  States  Flag-Ship  Philidelphia, 

Off  Morris  Mand,  S.  C,  September  1,  1868. 
StB :  The  enemy  evacuated  Fort  Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg  during  the 
night.  An  assault  was  to  have  been  made  at  nine  (9)  a.  m.  this  morning, 
preparatory  to  which  a  steady  cannonade  was  maintained  all  of  yesterday 
from  the  trenches  and  the  Ironsides.  A  deserter  gave  notice  to  Generid 
Gillmore  of  the,  evacuation.  I  have  demanded  Sumter  to  surrender,  being 
no  longer  defensible,  and  am  waiting  an  answer  from  Charleston.  If  in  the 
negative,  I  shall  move  at  once  on  it  and  the  obstructions.  A  Monitor  has 
already  taken  position 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  BAHLGREN, 
Sear-Admirtd,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Engagement  toilh  the  forte  in  Charleston  harbor. 

Fuo-Steamer  Philadelfhia, 
Off  Mtyrria  Mand,  September  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  already  informed  you,  by  express  despatch,  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  whole  of  Morris  island  yesterday  morning,  just  previous  to 
an  assault.  I  immediately  designed  to  put  in  operation  a  plan  to  capture 
Fort  Sumter,  and,  as  a  preliminary,  ordered  the  Weehawken  to  pass  in  by  a 
Darrow  channel,  winding  about  Cummings's  Point,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication by  that  direction.  In  so  doing  the  Weehawken  grounded,  and 
though  at  low  water,  did  not  succeed  in  floating  at  the  next  high  tide. 

Late  in  the  day,  at  the  proper  time,  I  went  on  board  the  Ironsides,  and 
moved  up  with  the  iron-clads  to  feel  and,  if  possible,  pass  the  obstructions 
north  of  Sumter.     Moultrie  and  batteries  Bee  and   Beauregard  quickly 
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opened  on  us,  and  soon  experienced  a  severe  fire  from  our  veaBeU,  which 
was  continued  until  I  deemed  it  best  to  give  entire  attention  to  the  Wee- 
hawken.  Steam-tugs  and  hawsers  were  provided  amply,  but  at  the  hi^ 
tide  of  this  morning  did  nq^  succeed  in  floating  her.  About  7  a.  m.  the 
€nemy  perceived  her  condition  and  began  to  fire  from  Moultrie,  about  tvo 
thonsand  yards  distant.  I  ordered  up  the  iron-clada  to  cover  the  Weebaw- 
ken,  which,  meanwhile,  gallantly  replied,  and,  in  less  than  an  hotir'a  firing, 
blew  up  one  of  the  enemy's  magazines,  which  was  recoffnized  by  a  cheer 
from  the  men  of  our  veBSels  near  me.  Some  movement  in  Snmter  seemed 
to  draw  attention  from  the  Weehawken,  which,  with  a  few  well-directed 
shells,  settled  that  buaineBtf. 

Captain  Colhonn  has,  in  my  opinion,  more  than  compenaated  for  the  mis- 
fortune of  getting  agroand  by  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  has  re- 
torted on  the  adversary  and  defended  the  gloriona  flag  that  floats  above 
him.  At  11  j-  a.  ra.  I  telegraphed  to  him :  "  Well  done,  Weehawken.  Don't 
give  up  the  ship."  We  may  lose  the  services  of  this  vessel — I  hope  not— 
but  the  honor  of  the  flag  will  be  maintained. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  iron-clada  have  been  navigated  under  the  most 
disadvantageous  circuni stances.  They  really  have  not  had  pilots.  Mr.  God- 
frey has  left  OH,  and  Ur.  Hafi'urds  fell  off  the  turret  at  night,  being  the  only 
real  pilots  in  this  squadron.  The  Monitors  have  been  aground  several 
times  in  action,  and  it  is  surprising  that  some  of  them  have  not  been  lost 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally,  your  ol^dient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLOREN, 
Ikar-Admirdl,  Oommandtng  S.  A.  B.  Sqvadnni. 

Hon.  OlDKOR  WtELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wiahinglon,  D.  G. 

P.  S. — 6  p.  m.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  at  high  water  the  WeehawkeD  was 
gotten  ofi*.  I  commend  Captain  Colboun,  his  officers  and  crew,  to  tbe  notice 
of  the  department.  Tbe  crews  of  the  other  vessels  cheered  spontaneously 
««  be  passed. 

J.  A.  D. 


Bqiert  ^  OmmmStr  B.  R.  CUAom 


Uiiinco  States  iRON-CLAn  Wkehawren, 

Q^  Jbr(  Wagner,  S.  C,  September  9,  1863. 
Srs :  On  the  1th  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  with  the 
Weehawken  to  buoy  out  the  channel  inBide  the  buoy  off  Fort  Wagner,  in 
the  direction  of  Cummings's  Point.  After  passing  the  buoy  off  wagnei 
about  SOO  yards,  I  dropped  a  buoy  in  seventeen  feet  water,  and  again,  4(H) 
yards  further  on,  a  second  one  in  fifteen  feet  water,  steering  up  nearly  mid- 
way between  Cumminga's  Point  and  Sumter.  I  anchored  at  8.30  a.  m, 
about  300  yards  from  the  last  bnoy,  it  being  then  nearly  low  water.  At 
S.30  a.  m.  she  swung  to  the  flood  tide,  and  the  channel  being  narrow,  abe 
tonched  bottom  very  lightly  in  eleven  feet  water.  When  the  tide  had  risen 
sufficiently  to  float  her  I  got  under  way,  in  obedience  to  ^our  order,  to 
"return  to  my  anchorage  near  the  New  Ironsides,"  but  in  consequence  of  the 
shoal  water  she  steered  very  badly  ;  taking  a  "rank  sheer"  to  port,  she 
brought  up  on  the  bank  in  eleven  feet  water.  In  the  afternooD,  at  high 
water,  I  failed  to  get  her  off,  as  also  on  tbe  following  morning,  though 
«very  effort  was  made  by  taking  coat  and  shot  out,  with  one  tag  to  aseifit 
OS.  At  8.30  a.  m.  Fort  Moultrie  opened  on  nn,  the  lower  part  of  the  ovrt- 
bang  on  the  port  side  being  then  nearly  out  of  water.     As  we  lay  upon  tbe 
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bank  Fort  Monltrie  was  nearly  on  our  port  beam  She  fired  slowly  and 
deliberately  at  first  to  get  the  range,  aiming  under  the  overhang,  then  with 
npidity,  followed  by  other  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island.  This  I  bad  ex- 
pected and  was  ready  for,  I  had  been  on  deck  from  early  in  the  morning, 
and  had  given  orders  to  let  the  men  sleep  after  their  hard  work  during  the 
night.  We  opened  in  a,  few  minutes  on  Monltrie.  The  second  shell  from 
tbc  XT-inch  gun  exploded  a  magazine  to  the  left  of  the  flag-atafi*,  and  she 
VM  silent  for  some  time.  When  the  Ironsides  and  Monitors  engaged  the 
batteries  they  ceased  firing  at  ns.  I  then  sent  the  men  to  breakfast,  and 
after  thfey  had  finished,  opened  on  Sumter.  When  the  Ironsides  and  Moni- 
tors withdrew  from  action  they  let  the  Weehawken  alone. 

I  then  made  my  preparations  to  get  afloat  at  high  water  in  the  afternoon, 
and  succeeded,  though  under  a  heavy  fire  from  Sullivan's  island  and  Fort 
Simkins  on  James  island.  I  had  three  men  wounded  by  a  shot  from  battery 
Bee,  striking  on  top  of  the  turret,  breaking  the  plating  and  railroad  iron — 
one,  John  0.  Grady,  ordinary  seaman,  severely  in  the  left  thigh.  I  enclose 
herewith  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein's  report.  We  were  hit  twenty-four 
times,  doing  no  material  damage.  One  shot  struck  the  lower  part  of  the 
overbang,  passed  nnder,  made  a  hole  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
fractured  the  iron  from  the  angles.  The  leak  was  soon  stopped.  We  fired 
at  Moultrie  and  battery  Bee  36  shell;  at  Sumter  46— total  82. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  the  highest  praise  for 
tbeir  behavior.  Such  a  measure  of  endurance,  patriotism,  and  valor  as  I 
ba?e  seen  exhibited  since  I  have  been  in  command  assures  me  they  cannot 
be  excelled. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  R.  COLHOUN,  Commmdar. 

Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dablobem, 

Chtaitumdmg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


S^iprt  <t  AmiLat  SwyMn  Sim  y  ramullim  m  (b   Wmlitndm. 

UNnsD  States  Steamer  Iron-clad  Weehawkbn, 

Q^  Charletlon,  S.  C,  Sq;itember  V,  I8S8. 
Sn  r  I  have  to  re]>ort  to  you  that  whilst  this  vessel  was  lying  ashore  off 
Ciunniinga*B  Point  yesterday  afternoon,  a  shot  from  battery  Bee  struck  her 
OD  the  top  of  the  turret,  breaking  ofi*  several  pieces  of  railroad  iron,  wbick 
wounded  the  following  three  men,  who  were  standing  inside  the  turret  at 
the  time : 

John  0,  Grady,  cnrdmary  seaman,  fractnre  of  left;  thigh  and  slight  wound 
near  right  arm;  Edward  Christiansen,  ordinary  seaman,  wounded  slightly  in 
the  left  foot;  Bernard  Gassidy,  landsman,  wounded  slightly  in  the  breast  and 
right  1^. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STEIN, 
Afgutant  &irgeon  United  S/det  Naey. 
Commander  E.  R.  Colhouh, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Weehawken. 
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Addiivmal  reports  rdiUive  to  the  attack  vjxm  theforfa  on  the  ^h  of 
[Deapalch  No.  77.] 

Flag  Steambb  Harvest  Uoon, 
Port  Royal  Barbor,  8.  C.  Ffiruary  26,  I8M. 
Sib  :  I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  inrorinatioD  of  the  department,  reports  of 
Captain  C.  W.  Pickering)  of  the  Caiiandaigua  ;  Lieutenant  CommaDder 
F.  M.  Bance,  of  the  Patapeco  ;  Lieutenant  F.  J.  Higginson,  of  the  Hon- 
satooic  ;  Acting'  Master  Cummanding  Benjamin  C.  Dean,  of  the  Dan  Smilli-. 
and  Acting  Master  Commanding  J.  P.  Carr,  of  the  Daffodil,  of  their  re- 
spective participation  in  the  assault  upon  Sumter,  on  the  night  of  the  Uth  ut 
September  last. 

These  reports  were  not  received  until  some  time  subseqaent  to  my  des- 
patch upon  the  subject,  and  I  now  forward  them  in  jnatice  to  all  the  officers 
concerned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  H,  DAHLGREN, 
Rear  Admired  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GineoH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


TThited  States  Steaiiship  Hodbatonic, 

Clf  Ckarleaton,  S.  C,  October  S,  1863. 

Sir  ;  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  from  Ensign  Craven,  I  would 
state,  in  reference  to  the  Housatonic's  second  launch,  alluded  to  as  Dot 
having  been  brought  into  action,  that  I  have  interrogated  the  coxswain  of 
that  launch  upon  the  subject,  who  states  as  follows  ; 

The  launch  had  been  employed  for  several  days  prerions  in  the  cre^k. 
Half  of  her  crew  being  sick,  were  put  on  board  the  flag-ship  Pbiladelphit, 
and  six  marines  with  a  sergeant  took  their  place.  There  was  no  qfficfr  in 
charge  of  the  boat,  and  none  of  tlie  crew  knew  anything  of  their  destinatton 
further  than  the  fact  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  someiohere.  The  tug,  in 
approaching  Sumter  with  the  boats  in  tow,  swept  around  a  buoy,  fouled  tbv 
boats  and  oast  them  off.  In  the  confusion  which  ensued,  the  launch  follom^ 
the  lead  of  the  Housatonic's  first  launch,  which  was  manned  with  a  ere* 
from  the  Powhatan,  with  nu  officer  in  charge.  These  two  laancbes,  in- 
stead of  going  to  Fort  Sumter,  went  alongside  the  Philadelphia  ;  and 
from  thence  were  ordered  to  the  fort.  Upon  getting  within  forty  or  Bliy 
yards  of  the  fort,  tlie  cockswain  of  the  second  launch  states  that  the  sergeant 
told  them  that  they  had  better  go  back;  that  there  was  no  one  to  tell  tbem 
where  to  go,  and  that  they  would  only  get  shot — that  some  of  the  boau 
were  already  retreating,  &c. 

Whereupon  the  second  launch  alluded  to  in  the  report  pulled  for  the 
Ironsides,  where  she  made  fast  ubtil  the  next  day. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Q^in. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Umited  States  Iron-clab  Patapsco, 

Port  Royal,  September  23,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  2l8t  instant. 

Id  obedience  to  its  requirements,  I  would  state  that  I  left  the  flag-steamer 
at  LI  p.  m.,  and  with  the  other  boats,  in  tow  of  a  tug,  stood  up  towards  Fort 
Sumter. 

After  communicating  with  the  two  Monitors  on  picket,  we  were  towed  to 
within  abont  nine  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Sumter.  The  boats  were  then 
formed  in  three  columns;  Lieutenant  HiggensoD  with  bis  column  was  ordered 
to  move  up  the  northwest  face;  the  other  two  columns  to  close  up  and  move 
up  towards  Sumter. 

Aa  we  approached  the  fort  maoy  of  the  boats  gave  way  strongly  and 
landed.     The  order  was  then  given  to  push  for  the  tort,  and  all  gave  way. 

The  foremost  boats  were  received  by  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  hand  gre- 
nades, &c.,  from  the  fort  Moultrie  and  some  of  the  Sullivan's  island  batteries 
also  opened,  together  with  one  of  the  rebel  gunboats.  We  pushed  in  till 
the  boat  gronnded,  and  it  became  perfectly  apparent  that  there  was  no  foot- 
ing for  the  men,  nor  any  means  of  scaling  the  high  walls.  The  order  was 
then  given  for  all  boats  to  withdraw,  and  after  some  little  delay  all,  as  I 
suppled,  had  shoved  off.  We  then  withdrew  to  the  tug,  where  a  large 
number  of  boats  were  already  collected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  M.  BUNCE, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

ConuTg  S.  A.  £.  8.,  Flag-thip  PhUaddjAia,  off  Cbadeaton,  S.  C. 

In  forwarding  this  report,  I  have  to  state  that  Ensign  C.  H.  Craven  is  too 
sick  to  make  the  report  required  of  him. 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Capiain. 


UNffED  States  Stxaher  Housatohig, 
Off  Cluu-leeton,  S.  C,  Seftember  21,  196S. 
le  following  report  of  the  part 
tbe  boats  under  my  command  in  the  naval  assault  on  Fort  Sumter  o 
of  September,  18S3. 

After  casting  off  from  the  tug,  I  pulled  up  to  the  northeast  face  of  the 
fort,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions.  I  succeeded  in  reaching  the  fort  with- 
out being  seen,  and  immediately  attempted  to  land. 

I  found  myself  upon  a  narrow  ledge  of  sharp  rocks,  in  which  no  foothold 
could  be  obtained.  Xy  boats  were  in  danger  of  getting  stove,  and  after 
several  ineffectual  attempts  I  withdrew. 

I  then  pnlled  around  to  the  southeast  face,  and  found  the  boats  were  in 
retreat.  Picking  up  a  boat  in  which  there  were  but  two  men,  I  pulled  out 
As  t  was  pulling  up  to  the  northeast  face,  I  observed  a  steamer  close  to  the 
fort  on  Diy  right.  Whether  she  was  an  iron-clad  vessel  or  a  river  steamer, 
I  am  unable  to  state.  My  impression  is  that  she  was  the  latter.  As  I  neared 
tbe  fort  she  steamed  quietly  away  towards  Charleston. 
7ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HIGOINSON,  Umientmi. 
Besr-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorxn, 

r  Philadelphia,  <ff  Morris  Mand,  8.  C. 


238  AQJIfOBED   TBS8ELS. 

Uhrbd  Statu  Schooker  Das  Shite, 
Qi^iform  Island,  S.  C,  September  9, 1863. 
Sir:  1  would  moat  respectfutly  be^  leave  to  transmit  the  following  repon. 
At  6  p.  m.  on  the  Stb  inetant  I  received  an  order  from  the  fieet  captaiD  to 
send  two  of  my  boats,  witb  men  armed  wil^  revolvers  and  cutlasBCa. 

At  7.30  p.  m,  I  sent  Acting  Uaeter's  Mate  Jacob  C.  Van  Deventer,  in  chugs 
of  first  and  second  cutters,  with  twelve  mou,  armed  as  per  order,  to  leport 
to  fleet  captain. 

At  1.15  a.  m.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  0.  Van  Deventer  returned  in  fint 
cutter,  after  having  reported  ou  board  flag-ehip,  whose  report  you  will  pleue 
flnd  enclosed. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  second  cutter  has  not  returned,  and  that  Ibe 
following  named  crew  are  missing,  namet;  :  William  Dowden,  boatswain's 
mate;  Alexander  Clark,  corpentePs  mate;  Henry  B.  Middleton,  mastet-at- 
arma ;  Richard  Kaine,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Francis  Swift,  landsman. 

At  13.16  a.  m.  I  sent  gig  and  four  men  on  board  flag-ship,  which  retumed 
at  1.30  a.  m. 

Hoping  this  may  meet  your  approval,  air,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  jonr 
obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  C.  DEAN, 

Acting  Maslar,  Comvumdiitg. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorbn,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  South  At'aiUic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Uhitbo  Statss  Stbambb  Daffodii., 
Of  Morris  Mand,  S.  C,  Si^emher  10, 1863. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  tbe  folloffiiig' 
report.  At  9  o'clock  and  thirty  miuutes  on  the  8th  instant,  by  order  of  Ciip- 
tain  Stevens,  I  left  the  flag-ebip,  with  twenty-five  boats  in  tow.  We  stepped 
at  the  Montauk,  and  Captain  Stevens  went  on  board  of  her.  In  fifteen  minoles 
he  returned,  and  ordered  me  to  proceed  up  to  tbe  Patapsco.  He  went  od 
board  of  her.  In  twenty  minutes  he  returned,  and  put  his  pilot  on  bo*rd, 
and  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Fort  Sumter.  At  eleven  o'clock  and  tbirt; 
miuutea  was  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Fort  Sumter,  in  eight  feet  i^ 
water,  which  I  reported  to  Captain  Stevens.  He  then  said  he  wanted  to  go 
nearer.  I  told  bim  I  could  not  go  any  nearer,  as  we  had  already  toacbed 
the  bottom.  He  then  ordered  me  to  go  up  to  the  picket  Monitor,  which  I 
did,  and  he  went  on  board.  In  a  short  time  he  returned,  and  took  his  pilut 
into  the  boat  He  then  ordered  me  to  go  toward  Fort  Sumter  again,  whicti 
I  did ;  and  after  getting  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  fort,  and  in  eighi 
feet  of  water,  I  reported  it  to  him.  He  ordered  the  boats  to  cast  offfran 
tbe  steamer,  and  told  me  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  wait  for  the  boats  to  to« 
them  out.  After  coming  a  sLort  distance  I  saw  the  Philadelphia,  and  told 
thuin  they  would  be  ashore  if  they  went  twice  tiieir  length  further.  I  w»* 
then  near  the  small  buoy  off  the  point  of  the  flats  near  Sumter.  About  i 
o'clock  I  came  to  anchor  in  two  and  three-quarter  fathoms  of  water.  About 
3  o'clock  Captain  Stevens  came  alongside,  and  ordered  me  to  leave  witb  the 
boats  in  tow,  and  take  them  to  tbe  steamer  Memphia  and  leave  them,  whicti 
I  did. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  GARB, 
Acting  Muter,  Commanding  IkfodH 
Rcar-Admiral  J.  A.  DAHLORCif, 

Omtmanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Morria  Island,  S.  C. 


ogle 
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tnjuriea  to  the  Xoniton. 
\Pff»ttii  No.  130.] 

Puo-Steaiur  Philidelfhu, 
Off'  Morria  Mmd.  September  8,  1883. 
Sis  :  Conformably  to  your  directions,  I  will  cause  weekly  reports  to  be 
made  of  the  iojaries  sustftined  by  the  iron-dads. 

The  heavy  shot  iired  which  have  struck  have  geDerolly  been  10-incb,  and 
are  welt  borne  at  1,S00  yards  ;  but  when  the  distauce  is  less  than  1,000  yards 
there  is  a  marked  difference. 

The  shot  whivb  struck  the  top  of  the  Catskill's  pilot-house  on  a  glance, 
killing  Captain  Sodgers  and  Faymaster  Woodbury,  must  have  been  a  lO-inch. 
To  preveat  aimilar  accidents,  tlie  plate  abould  be  strengthened  and  have  an 
interior  lining. 

The  shot  which  strnck  the  turret  of  the  Weehawken  at  the  base  came  from 
Moultrie,  and  waa  prnbably  a  10-iuch.  It  detached  a  portion  of  the  interior 
liniDg,  which  broke  Captain  Badger's  leg. 

The  decks  always  suffer  severely,  and  two  or  three  of  the  Monitors  are 
DOW  in  need  of  repairs  from  this  cause. 

The  Catskill  has  been  eighteen  days  at  Port  Royal  under  repairs  ;  when 
she  returns  another  will  be  sent. 

Ensign  Johnson  was  slightly  hurt  last  night  in  ihB  tnrret  by  a  bolt. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoqr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral,  Chmmatiding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  UiDtON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Services  of  the  New  Ironsides  agoinet  the  defencee  of  Charleeton. 

Flu-Steaher  Philadelphia, 
(ff  Morris  lOand,  September  15,  1868. 
Sm :  1  enclose  herewith  the  reports  concerning  the  part  taken  by  the  Iron- 
sides in  some  of  the  recent  actions,  and  concur  with  Captain  Rowan  in  the 
estimate  he  takes  of  the  services  of  the  ship  and  ship's  company,  in  which  I 
consider  himself  as  most  conspicuous. 

Tbe  spar  deck,  not  included  in  tlie  armor,  exhibits  evidence  of  the  severe 
fire  to  which  the  vessel  has  been  exposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Sqiuidron. 
Hon.  GmEOH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waghinglon,  D.  C, 

Jtipart  ^  Oaplmt  S.  C.  Jbw«. 

UsrrBD  States  Steaxeb  New  Ironsides,   * 

Off  Fort  Wagner,  Morris  Idand,  S.  C,  September  10,  1863. 

Sn :  Tbe  Weehawken  being  hard  aground  off  the  pass  between  Sumter 

aud  CMmmings's  Point,  the  batteries  from  Fort  Moultrie  opened  upon  her. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  this  ship  up  (casting  off  the  Memphis,  which 

wa«  at  the  time  supplying  mo  with  shell)  and  anchored  off  buoy  No,  8,  inter- 
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pofling  in>^  »hip,  aod  completely  coTeriog  the  Wecliawken  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  moment  we  ancbored  and  commenced  Bwing'iDf^  head  on  to  Fort 
Moultrie,  the  enemy  opened  a  concentrated  fire  upon  us  which  was  tcmfic 
FortuDately,  however,  we  succeeded  in  getting  her  port  broadside  to  besr 
by  the  time  he  had  gotten  our  range.  We  opeued  slowly  at  first  to  gel  range 
on  Moultrie,  when  I  directed  a  very  spirited  and  concentrated  Sre  on  tliit 
fort,  which  compelled  it  to  slacken.  I  soon  discovered  that  we  Huffered  sfr 
verely  from  their  other  batteries  of  lO-ioch  guns,  between  Monltrie  and  Bean- 
regard,  when  I  directed  two  gUDS  to  be  opened  on  each  of  them,  Oneoftfae 
heaviest  guns  in  their  works  was  dismonntod,  and  the  fire  of  the  others  sen- 
sibly slackened.  I  then  directed  one  gun  to  continue  rapid  fire  on  each  uf 
these  forlB,  and  directed  the  remaining  fire  to  open  on  Moultrie.  The  fire  of 
all  the  forts  slackened  down  to  an  occasional  gun,  when  I  directed  a  sluv 
tire  to  be  kept  up  to  economize  shell.  The  moment  the  enemy  discovered 
this,  he  jumped  from  behind  his  sand  bags  and  opened  rapidly.  I  reuewed 
our  rapid  fire  and  silenced  him  again.  Having  but  thirty  Hhells  left,  1  di- 
rected the  anchor  to  be  weighed,  keeping  up  a  well-directed  fire  from  such 
guns  as  were  not  rendered  unavailable  in  working  the  cables  and  anchors, 
and  BO  withdrew  from  action  (for  want  of  ammunition)  without  further  mo- 
lestation, after  one  of  the  severest  artillery  duels  ever  sustained  by  a  ship 
through  a  space  of  two  hours  and  fifty-five  minutes. 

It  aJETords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fine  bearing,  zeal, 
and  gallantry  of  the  divisional  officers — Lieutenant  H.  B.  Robeson,  Acting 
Master  George  W.  Domett,  Acting  Masts*  John  M.  Skillinga,  Acting  Ensign 
Charles  W.  Howard,  and  Ensign  Benjamin  H.  Porter. 

The  captains  of  gnns  and  their  spirited  crews  have  my  warmest  thanks  for 
the  splendid  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  guns.  Paymaster  Rusteli 
has  my  thanks  for  great  zeal  and  ability  in  command  of  the  powder  and 
shell  division.  I  particularly  recommend  to  yoflr  notice,  and  that  of  the  de- 
partment, the  services  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Belknap,  to  whose  zeal  and 
ability  as  executive  otBcer  I  am  so  much  indebted,  for  his  untiring  efforts  to 
make  the  ship  efficient  in  every  department,  and  for  his  fine  judgment  aad 
bearing  in  carrying  out  my  orders  as  commander  of  the  gun  deck  during  the 
fourteen  times  this  ship  has  been  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batt«riee. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  Benjamin  Dorey,  merits  my  thanks  for  the  able  mannerio 
which  he  has  handled  this  ship,  particularly  in  working  her  np  to  Uooltne 
in  the  night  without  lights,  bearings,  or  compass.    *        *        m        m 

I  am  happy  to  say  1  have  but  few  casualties.  The  surgeon's  report  of 
them  is  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  C.  ROWAN, 
GqAain  Gommandiiig. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrkh, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Riport  ^  Snrgeo*  M.  DuwUl «/  the  eanaUitM  on  Uu  Ntm  lrv»ndn. 

Vkited  States  Ship  New  iBoxaiDis, 
Off  Fori  Wagner,  South  Carolina,  SefAemberll,  1S63. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  order,  I  have  to  report  that,  in  the  action  recenll; 
with  the  forts  on  Snllivan's  island.  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Domett  wM 
wounded  in  the  upper  lip  from  a  splinter  overhead,  which  cut  throsgb  the  lip 
and  struck  the  gum.  This  was  a  slight  wound,  which  did  not  prevent  Mi. 
Domett  from  directing  bis  guns,  nor  has  it  interfered  with  his  daty  since- 
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Gcorgo  M.  Knapp,  seaman,  attached  to  gun  No.  5,  waa  wounded  in  the 
glana  penia  and  prepnce  by  a  Bptinter  of  irou,  which  was  either  a  fragment 
ofaahot  or  of  a  abutter.  This  fragment  came  in  between  the  abutters 
nearly  closed.  This  ia  a  slight  woniid,  but  it  renders  it  necessary  to  keep 
the  patient  recumbent.  William  Gonnell,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  of 
kaee,  from  a  lerer  in  working  No.  6  gun.  Mild  case;  will  be  restored  In 
short  time. 

Very  respectfully, 

MARaJS  DUVALL,  Surgeon. 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Conunanding  New  Irojoides. 


RtfOTt  af  EzttKliee  Officer  H.  B.  IMuo*  «/  Iktjtring  (jf  (Ac  Nate  Inmtidtt, 

VsTiRD  States  New  Ship  Ironsides, 
Off  Morrii  Idand,  South  Carolina,  September  8,  1863. 
Sib;  I  bave  the  honor  to  make  tbe  following  report  of  the  firing  of  this 
ship  daring  the  recent  engagements  with  the  rebel  defences  of  Charleston: 


X»n.e(rfTMwl.          Data. 
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The  report  of  Sept.  6 
tnclndee  firing    from 
meridian  to  eandown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  ROBESON, 
LmUenant  and  Ordnance  Officer. 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  New  Ironsides. 


Part  taken  by  the  Patapsco  in  attacks  at  Chartesion. 

Unitid  Statks  Iron-clad  Steaueb  Patapsco, 

September  23,  1863. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  to 
state  that,  during  the  time  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  vessel,  she 
has  been  eng.iged  with  the  batteries  and  defences  of  Charleston  and  its 
approaches  six  times. 

On  tiie  22d  of  Aug u at  opened  fire  on  Fort  Wagner,  and  engaged,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Monitor  Weehawken,  for  about  two  hours  without  receiving 
any  damage.  On  the  23d  of  August,  in  company  with  all  the  Monitors 
and  the  Ironsides,  went  np  within  800  yards  of  Sumter,  and  engaged  it  for 

H.  Ex.  Doc  69 16  „„  „„„GoOgle 
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three  and  a  half  honrs,  under  a  Htron^  fire  from  the  enemy's  defences,  with- 
out receiving  an;  material  damage  from  their  fire;  and  that,  on  the  3Ut 
of  the  same  month,  with  the  Monitor  Weehawken,  opened  fire  upon  Port 
Moultrie,  at  a  diRtance  of  about  1,000  yarde,  for  half  an  hour,  Subseqaeatl;, 
being  joined  on  the  same  da;  b;  the  Passaic  and  Montank,  and  occupying 
the  same  relative  position,  again  attacked  the  batteries  on  Siillivaa's 
island,  without  receiving  any  material  injury,  the  Patapsco  being  hit  eeren 
times.  This  engagement  lasted  for  about  two  hours,  and  waa  termiasted 
by  the  signal  onler  from  the  admiml  to  withdraw  from  action.  Upon  the 
night  of  the  next  day  another  demonstration,  participated  in  by  all  the 
Monitors  and  IrunHidea,  was  made  npou  Sumter,  which  laated  for  abont  four 
hours,  under  a  heavy  crosa-fire  from  the  enemy's  guns,  when  we  were  struck 
several  times,  without  receiving  any  important  injuries,  except  from  one 
shot  which  penetrated  the  deck  badly 

Upon  the  1th  of  September,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  the  irou-clads  again  got  under 
way,  with  the  exception  of  the  Wijehawken,  aground,  the  intention  being 
for  this  vessel  to  go  as  close  to  the  obstructions  as  was  prudent,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  inspecting  them,  while  the  other  vessels  engaged  heavily  tbe 
enemy.  We  succeeded  in  going  within  150  yards  of  them,  when  we  Diet 
with  a  terrific  fire  from  Port  Moultrie  and  Battery  Bee,  with  all  tbe  sur- 
rounding batteries,  which  we  sustained  for  half  an  hour,  when  the  Patapeto 
dropped  down  to  where  tbe  Ironsides  was  anchored  near  Moultrie,  aitd  I 
went  on  board  to  report  to  the  admiral. 

During  this  engagement  we  were  struck  twenty-three  times  in  as  muf 
minutes,  the  ship  receiving  some  very  considerable  wounds.  Two  of  ibe 
shot  broke  through  the  deck  pUuk;  one  stove  in  the  top  of  tbe  pilot4ioiue 
badly;  while  another,  striking  upon  tbe  edge  of  the  turret,  carried  away 
two  of  the  T-iron  beams. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8tb  of  September  all  the  iron-clads,  with  tbe 
Weehawken,  then  aground,  excepted,  moved  up  to  attack  the  defences  epon 
Sullivan's  island.  At  11  o'clock  a.  m.  anchored  nearly  abreast  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  and  within  iiOO  yards  of  it,  and  opened  an  enfilading  tire  apnn 
Battery  Bee,  the  batteries  upon  Sullivan's  island  replying  briskly.  At  1.30. 
just  as  the  signal  from  the  Ironsides  was  made  to  withdraw  from  action, 
the  smoke-stack  was  nearly  carried  away  and  our  engine  disabled  from  the 
effect  of  one  of  uur  shot;  bailed  the  Nahant  and  requested  to  be  taken  in 
tow,  which  was  gallantly  performed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Comwell, 
who  towed  us  out  of  action,  and  we  anchored  near  the  Ironsides,  which 
had  dropped  to  seaward  and  out  of  range  of  the  fuvta  and  fire  of  the  enemy. 
We  received  three  shots — one  of  which  cut  the  shank  and  stock  of  the 
spare  anchor,  stowed  abaft  the  turret  in  two,  aud  carried  the  upper  htlf 
overboard. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Patapsco  is  excellent,  and  their 
performance  in  the  several  engagements  we  have  bad  with  the  enemy  all 
that  could  be  desired. 

While  it  mnst  be  admitted  that  the  vessel  is  not  so  good  as  new,  I  thiot, 
when  the  repairs  in  progress  are  completed,  she  will  be  iu  a  condition  toda 
good  service  and  give  and  take  bard  blows.  The  effect  of  the  firiug  upon 
the  men  below  has  not  been  complained  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ot^dient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorex,  TJ.  8.  \., 

Commanding  SoiUh  Attanlic  Blodcoding  Squadron. 
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Report!  from  officerM  commanding  Monitori  in    South  AUantic  blockading 
iguadron  relative  to  their  condition. 

[De^tttcb  Ho.  1G>.] 

FlaO-StSAIIBR  PHrLADBLPBIA, 

Off  Morris  hland,  September  33,  1863. 

BiR;  Thie  docomeut  Bhonld  hare  gone  on  the  19th  by  the  Fulton,  if  the 
commuideT  of  that  vessel  bad  been  80  polite  as  to  wait  five  minutes  longer. 
Enclosed  ore  enndrj  docnments  {nmiBaing  more  or  less  of  the  information 
called  for  by  the  department  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  Monitors,  vis; 

Report  from  Mr.  Patrick  Hughes,  assistant  inspector  of  iron-clads.  Port 
Boyal;  Commander  A.  Bryson,  Lehigh;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 
Monlank;  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Passaic;  Lieutenant  £.  C.  V. 
Blake,  Catekill;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell,  Nahant. 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  my  movements  are  now  stayed  by  the 
necessity  of  repuring  the  Monitors,  otherwise  I  should  be  ready  to  resume 
operataons  as  soon  as  the  side-wheel  steamer  arrives  here.  The  department  no 
donbt  understands  that  this  operstian  'must  be  more  or  less  decisive  in  its 
character.  If  the  obstructions  oetweSn  Sumter  and  Moultrie  are  passed,  little 
or  no  pause  ought  to  ensue  before  moving  against  the  next  set,  which  is  pro- 
tected by  the  guns  of  Forts  Johnson,  Moultrie,  and  Ripley,  and  by  three  iron- 
clads. On  the  other  hand,  I  ought  to  retire  only  after  Buetaining  considerable 
loss.  If  I  were  firee  to  choose,  I  should  say  Uiat  ten  Monitors  are  the  least 
nnmber  to  meet  contingencies.  But  I  have  only  leven,  and  do  not  know 
whether  the  department  may  be  prepared  to  send  me  any  more. 

The  progress  to  Charleston  will  embrace — 

1st.  The  passage  of  the  obstructions  between  Snmter  and  Moultrie. 

3d.  Endurance  of  the  fire  of  Moultrie,  Johnson,  and  Ripley.  , 

3d.  The  passage  of  obstructions  near  Ripley  and  enconuter  with  the  three- 
iron-clads.  ,   , 

4th.  Attack  of  Ripley. 

Sth.  Obstroctions  neyoud,  attack  of  ^nkuey,  and  any  works  at  Charleston. 

A  certain  portion  of  onr  force  may  be  properly  risked  to  attain  the  purpose, 
but  I  presume  the  department  would  hardly  permit  roe  to  go  so  far  as  not  to- 
attain  the  abject,  and  perhaps  expose  the  communications  of  the  land  forces  on 
the  island. 

It  seenta  proper  to  bring  this  subject  to  your  attention,  because  it  may  be 
more  or  less  connected  with  other  pluis,  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  and  whiidi  the 
department  may  prefer  to  keep  within  its  own  controL  Will  the  department 
please  to  inform  me  if  this  is  the  case,  or  whether  I  am  at  liberty  to  enoounter 
sneb  risks  as  may  offer  1  The  report  of  Commander  Stevens  has  not  yet  reached 
me,  but  may  be  expected  very  soon,  he  being  at  Fort  Royalr  where  bis  vessel  is 
under  repair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLOREN, 
Rear-Admirai,  Ckmmanding  &  A,  B.  H^utdron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navif,  Wa»MngUm,  D.  C. 


Stkaheb  Rbubp,  Fort  Rsyal,  S^temitr  SO,  Z8«3^ 

BiR :  I  received  a  copy  of  an  order  from  yo«v  dated  Beptember  9,  ordering 
me  to  i«port  weekly  the  ininries  received  by  the  iron-clads  while  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  and  particaWly  with  reference  to  Ae  shot  that  atrack  the  pilot- 
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house  of  the  Cstskill.  cattBin^  the  death  of  Commander  Rodgers  and  Fajnuuler 
Woodbnrj'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

The  pilot-house  covers  of  the  Monitors  are  made  of  two  plates  of  nn«-ineh 
iron  riveted  together  in  the  form  of  aa  arch.  A  plunging  shut  stnick  the  pilot- 
house cover  of  the  Gatskill,  bending  the  outside  thickness  in,  and  breaking  the 
inside  thickness,  some  of  the  broken  pieces  being  driven  with  Bach  force  u  tn 
cause  the  melancholy  occurrence  within  mentioned.  The  extent  of  the  break 
is  about  eight  square  joches.  I  had  a  new  pilot-house  cover  made  out  of  three 
of  the  extra  plates  that  were  sent  here  for  atrengthening  the  covers  of  the  pilol- 
houees.  The  Catskill  also  received  the  following  damages;  Five  shots  on  her 
pilot-house,  which  broke  twelve  bolts.  I  had  those  replaced  bj  new  ones. 
The  turret  received  about  twelve  shots,  breaking  fifteen  bolts,  which  were  slfo 
replaced.  The  smoke  (or  concnssion)  box  of  the  fifteen-inch  gun  was  janed 
from  its  seat,  and  the  fastenings  and  angle  iron  broken,  which  had  to  be  renewed. 
The  deck  was  struck  seven  times ;  five  of  the  shots  broke  Uie  deck  plank 
through,  requiring  to  be  repaired  with  fourteen  half-inch  deck  plates,  and  also 
pieces  of  deck  plank  put  in  where  broken.  The  armature  received  a  number  of 
very  hard  shots,  starting  the  plating  and  bolts  in  some  places;  this  we  could  do 
very  little  with.  I  had  the  holts  driven  home  again  where  we  conld  get  at  them, 
I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  all  the  additions  were  pnt  on  this  vessel. 

The  Weehawkeu  has  received  the  following  injuries:  Twelve  shots  in  her 
deck,  six  of  which  broke  the  deck  plank  throngh,  requiring  fourteen  deck 
plates  to  repair.  The  turret  received  a  number  of  shots,  brewing  fifty  bolu, 
vhich  will  have  to  be  replaced,  and  also  breaking  the  fiange  of  the  composition 
ring  that  the  turret  slides  on  while  revolving.  The  wood  work  of  gutter  will 
have  to  be  cut  away  to  give  this  ring  clearings.  Two  of  the  T-iron  beams  of 
roof,  which  are  broken,  will  have  to  De  replaced.  The  pilot-house  has  received 
six  shots,  breaking  twelve  bolts,  which  will  have  to  he  replaced.  Armature  re- 
ceived twenty-two  shots  above  the  wat«r-line,  which  have  started  off  the  pUting 
in  a  good  many  places,  and  soma  of  these  shots  have  penetrated  the  five  thin- 
nesses of  plating.  The  plating  in  the  bow  is  started  off  the  wood  work  four 
inches.  Two  of  these  plates  will  have  to  be  taken  off  and  straightened  and  pnt 
on  again.  This  vcascl  also  received  one  shot  under  the  overhang,  which  broke 
through  her  side.  To  do  the  repairs  that  are  necessary  to  this  vessel,  it  will 
require  almost  eight  days,  and  eight  days  additional  to  complete  the  addititms. 
making  in  all  sixteen  days  from  the  time  we  commenced,  which  was  on  the  17th 

The  Fatapsco  received  three  shots  in  deck,  two  of  which  broke  t4ie  deck 
plank,  requiriug  six  half-inch  deck  plates  to  repair,  and  also  deck  plank  to  go 
in  where  broken.  One  side  of  concussion  box  uf  fifteen  inch  gnu  was  carried 
away  and  the  angle  iron  broken,  requiring  one  sheet  of  boiler  iron  ud 
twenty  feet  of  an^e  iron  to  repair,  and  sixteen  l^inch  bolts  and  thirty-foor 
seven-eighths  bolts. 

The  fliHoke-pipe  is  almost  carried  away  Ijy  a  shot  from  her  own  fifteen-ioch 
gnn.  I  have  required  a  new  one  from  New  York,  but  in  case  it  does  not  get 
here  in  time  I  will  have  it  repaired  as  well  as  I  possibly  can,  but  it  is  impost- 
ble  to  make  a  good  job  of  it  without  having  a  new  one. 

Two  of  the  T-iron  beams  are  breken  in  roof  of  turret.  This  vessel  received 
a  shot  on  her  pilot-house  cover,  same  place  as  Catskill;  as  hard  a  shot  appa- 
rently, with  the  exception  that  the-iron  of  the  inner  thickness  did  not  fly  ofil 

To  repair  this  cover,  I  will  have  the  old  one  taken  apart,  and  the  outside 
thickness  brought  to  its  original  shape,  and  two  of  the  extra  plates  put  on,  via: 
one  above  and  one  below  die  outside  thickness  of  old  cover,  and  all  £astened 
together  with  l^inch  rivets.  I  will  put  those  rivets  around  the  outer 
edge  of  cover,  so  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  their  flying  off  inside  if 
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itnick  W  shot.  He  tine  reqnired  to  npsir  that  veesel  will  be  about  twelve 
dftja.  I  have  not  got  any  bue  ring  for  turret  or  pilot-faonse  of  this  vessel,  but 
I  am  ezpMtmg  them  every  day,  and  if  tbey  come  in  time,  it  will  take  twelve 
(dditioiial  days  from  the  time  we  commenced  the  work  on  this  vessel,  which 
vas  on  the  13th  instant. 

1  might  be  a  little  longer,  as  I  have  only  oue-third  of  my  men  working  this 
rewel,  two-tbitds  being  on  the  Weehawken. 
Very  respectAiily, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 
At*Uta*t  hupector  of  Inm-dad*. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbx, 

Commanding  South  Atlantui  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  States  Iron-clad  Lbhiuh, 

OfMorria  Itland,,  September  18,1863. 
Sib:  I  herewith  send  yoa  the  information  required  in  your  order  of  Septem- 
ber 15. 

Commander  Jno.  G.  Howell  reported  for  duty  February  14,  1863,  and  was 
detached  July  27,  1863.     I  was  her  next  commander. 

The  ^ns  of  this  vessel  had  not  been  fired  before  the  10th  July;  ap  to  this 
date  the  15-inch  has  been  fired  forty-one  times,  and  the  8-iDch  ride  twenty-eight 
times.  The  vessel  has  been  atmck  iu  side-armor  thirteen  times ;  turret,  seven- 
teen  times;  pilot-house,  twice;  deck,  once;  imoke-stack.  three  times;  total, 
tbiity-Biz  times.  The  general  condition  of  the  vessel  is  good.  Her  most  seri- 
oiu  Tonnds  are,  one  within  eight  inches  of  the  bow,  on  the  port  side,  which 
opened  the  stem  &um  one  to  four  inches,  starting  fbnr  bolts,  warping  the  whole 
bow,  and  opening  side-armor  on  both  sides.  One  ll-inch  shot  nearly  abreast 
cabb-hatcb,  on  port  side,  which  penetrated  four  plates  of  the  side-annor,  and 
drove  the  fifth  into  wood  backing,  raised  two  of  the  deck  plates,  starting  all 
their  bolts,  and  knocking  ont  nine  of  them.  The  hacking  is  penetrated  obont 
five  inches,  and  badly  splintered;  this  wonnd  caused  the  deck  over  cabin  to 
leak  badly.  Three  bite  abreast  the  turret,  on  side-armor,  within  a  space  of  six 
(eet,  have  started  all  the  plates,  and  raised  two  deck  plates  and  wood  backing, 
caiuiog  the  deck  to  leak.  Near  the  stem,  on  port  side,  a  heavy  shot  has  opened 
the  Bide-armor  about  an  inch,  and  starting  the  deck  plates.  The  most  serions 
vaoiid  on  the  turret  has  bent  in  oil  the  phitea,  catting  entirely  through  a  portion 
of  the  outer  plate  and  cracking  tho  inner  one. 
Extra  plating  is  required  over  magazine,  boilers,  and  shell-room. 
The  oiHy  repairs  required  are  those  of  die  wonnds  on  the  side-armor  already 
described. 

Not  knowing  what  the-facilitiee  are  for  making  such  repairs  at  Fort  Boyal,  it 
it  impossible  for  me  to  state  the  length  of  time  necessary  to  make  them.    . 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  sorvant, 

A.  BRTSON,  Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Comntanding  South  Aliantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


TJnitsd  Statbs  Iron-clad  Montauk, 
OfMorrii  bland.  South  Carolina,  September  IS,  1863. 
8|R:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port as  follows : 
Commander  D.  H.  Fairfax  commanded  this  vessel  from  July  10  to  August 


246  ABMOBED  VESSELS. 

SS.  1863.     Lientenuit  Cotntnander  0.  0.  Badger  temporaiOj  ia  command  ibe 
niKfat  of  the  2Sd  An^et,  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Snmter. 

St  7onr  order  of  the  S3d  Angnet  I  BBiamed  the  conunand. 
I  nave  the  honor  to  encWe  the  repwta  of  the  executire  officer  and  ttaua  a.- 
g^neei  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Teesel  and  engines. 

The  probable  length  of  time  neceeaarj  to  make  the  repain  at  Fort  Royal,  n- 
qniaite  for  efiective  gerricei  it  would  be  difficult  to  state,  as  they  are  eiten^n. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Tery  respectfnlly.  your  obedient  serrant, 

JOHN  L.  DAVIS, 

Liattauatt  ComnuaiJa. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  DAflLOBBN,  V.  8.  H., 

Chmmamding  SoutA  AlIoMtic  Bleckadittg  Squadmi. 


IlNtTKD    StATKB   BtBAHBR  MoNTADK, 

Of  Morri*  Jiland.  September  18,  1863. 
8iR ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  firing  from  this,  pri« 
to  the  10th  of  July  and  up  to  this  date ;  also,  the  number  of  hits  reoeiTed  tnmi 
the  euemey : 
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The  damages  received  hi  «ide-araior  are  of  a  seriouB  nature.  The  plates  ue 
badly  broken  in  a  number  of  places,  rendering  it  aecessary  to  replace  a  nnmber 
of  tfaem ;  many  others  require  refasteniag. 

A  lai^  nnmber  of  bolts  in  tnrret  and  pilot-houBe  are  anppoBed  to  be  broken 
off.     Deck  plating  badlj  cut  op.     Xl-incn  gun  disabled. 
ReapectfiUlr  submitted. 

P.  GIRAUD, 
Acting  Itt  LieuUnant  and  Executive  O^eer. 
John  L.  Davis, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 


Unitbr  Statbs  Ibon-clad  Uontade, 

Off  Morris  Z^nd,  September  17,  1863. 

8i* :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  the  con- 
dition of  the  engines  and  boilers  of  this  ship. 

The  main  engines  require  an  overhaaling.  The  boilers  are  in  a  leaky  ton- 
dition.  The  ash-pene  of  the  port  furnaces  are  nearly  hnmed  throngh.  The 
door  frames  of  Nos,  8,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  are  broken  in  seTcral  places.  The  blower 
engines  reqaire  an  overhauling ;  the  beam  on  which  they  aie  attached  ia  ixrt 
enfficicntly  rigid.     The  turret  engines  require  a  slight  overhauling. 

The  tnrret  has  been  jammed  several  times ;  and  in  the  light  of  the  8th  the 
composition  ring  was  bulged  in  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  revolve  the  tunei 
until  it  was  keyed  np  nearly  to  its  full  ext«nt.  The  turret  at  present  doe«  not 
come  down  to  its  proper  place,  and  in  rough  weather  admits  a,  great  quantily  of 
water.  Also,  as  regards  the  fracture  in  the  bottom,  immediately  under  the  port 
boiler,  caused  by  the  explosion  under  the  ship  of  a  torpedo  while  in  the  Og«e- 
cbee  river,  which  was  only  partially  repaired.  Having  no  centriftigal  pnmp 
makes  it  very  unsafe,  as  the  pumps  which  we  have  are  totally  incompetent  to 
expel  any  lai^  amount  of  water.  The  ship  leaks  badly  from  the  combined 
effect  of  two  snot,  one  of  which  was  received  on  the  Btb  instant,  which  necea- 
sitates  the  use  of  one  donkey  pnmp  nearly  all  the  while  to  free  the  ship  of 
water.  The  ship  at  present  makes  twelve  inches  of  water  in  fbnr  hours. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  A.  STUART,  Senior  Enginrtr. 

John  L.  Davis, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 


Ukitbd  States  Iron-clad  Steahbk  Pashaic, 
Off  Morris  hland.  South  Carolina,  September  17,  1863. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  15th  iast&nt,  I  have  to  report : 

First.  That  I  have  commanded  this  vessel  since  the  10th  of  July,  baring 
been  ordered  to  her  on  the  23d  of  June,  1B63. 

Second.  I  am  not  supplied  with  the  history  of  the  guns  of  this  vessel  prcvioni 
to  the  10th  of  Jaly,  but  since  the  date  of  my  assaming  the  command  the  1^ 
inch  has  been  fired  119  times ;  the  150-pounder  rifle  fired  107  times. 

Third.  This  vessel  has  been  hit  ninety  times. 

Fourth.  The  injuries  consequent  upon  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  combined  wiik 
the  derangement  of  my  steering  gear,  and  the  fact  that  the  turret  shaft  and 
pilot-house  revolve  with  the  turret,  force  me  to  state  that  the  vcmcI  is  disabled. 
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Fifth,  The  repairs  neceBsary  to  put  the  vessel  in  good  condition  might  be 
completed  &t  Fort  Rojal  in  two  weeks  excepting  th«  adjuHtment  ot  the  tnrret 
and  pilot-tioiue,  which  ma^  reonira  a  much  loi^«r  time,  and  more  conveniences 
thin  ue  supplied  at  Fort  BoyaJ. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
iM^UnaiU  GymmaMder,  Commanding, 
fiear-AdmiTol  J.  A.  Dihlobbn, 

SoatA  AtlatUic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Catssill, 
Of  Marri*  hland,  September  16,  1863. 

ConunandiDg  officers  since  July  10:  Commander,  George  W.  Rodgere,  Lien- 
tenast  Commander,  G.  0.  Carpenter. 

Len^  nf  time  in  command :  Commander  GJeorge  W.  Bodgera,  from  February 
H  tc  July  20 ;  Lientenant  Commander  C.  G.  Carpenter,  from  July  30  to  Septem- 
ber 14. 

Number  of  guns  fired  before  July  10;  liS-incb,  twenty,  (20;)  11-inch, 
tveoty-nine,  (89.) 

NDmbo-  of  guns  fired  to  this  date:  15-incb,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eig^t, 
(158;)  11-inch,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four,  (4S4.) 

Knmher  of  times  the  Teaael  has  been  struck,  eighty-six,  (86.) 

General  condition  of  the  veeBel,  good. 


Umitbd  Statbs  Ibon-clad  Nahant, 

Of  CharUttw.  SeptemAer  17,  1863. 
SiK:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  I5th  instant,  I  h&ve  the  honor  to 
tabmit  the  following  statement,  viz; 

first  Since  the  10th  of  July,  (inclusive,)  this  vessel  has  been  commanded  by 
Commander  John  Downes,  one  month  and  eighteen  days ;  and  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  J.  Gomwell  nineteen  days.  The  entire  command  of  Commander 
Downes  wasjust  eight  months. 

Second,  llie  16-inch  gun  has  been  fired  prior  to  the  10th  of  July,  fifty 
times;  July  10  to  date  inclusive,  170  times.     Total  rounds  15-incb,  220. 

The  11-inch  gnu  has  been  fired  prior  to  July   10,  66  times;  July  10  to 
date  inclusive,  276.     ToUl  rounds  ll-inch,  342. 
Third.   The  number  of  hits  received  from  the  shot  of  the  enemy  is  sixty-nine. 
Foutb.  The  general  condition  of  the  vessel  is  good. 

FifUi.  The  only  repairs  requisite  to  make  this  vessel  completely  effiaent  ia 
the  rebolting  of  the  smoke'box  of  the  IS-inch  gun,  which  would  prol»bly  occupy 
fonr  days  at  Fort  Boyal,  during  which  time  a  sleeve  could  be  placed  upon  the 
pilo^house. 

I  am,  very  reepectfiilly,  todt  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  COBNWELL. 

Lieutenant  Commander 
Heu-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadtlphia,  og  Charletlon. 

DigizedtyGOOgle 


260  abuored  tebselb. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Fort  Roj/aU  September  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  jour  reqaiBition,  I  bare  to  state  that  thia  veeael  hu  lieen 
hit  omety-eix  times;  thatprevioos  tot&e  10th  of  July  the  16-inch  gon  wu  fired 
thir^-ooe  times,  and  the  rifle  gnn  seventy  times. 

Tbe  battery  is  in  good  condition,  irilli  the  exception  of  the  rifle  gun,  whitli 
has  a  split  on  both  sides  of  the  mnzsle,  bnt  baa  been  fired  a  nnmber  of  timet 
since  the  discovery  of  tbe  injury,  vitboat  any  perceptible  increaae  of  the  injur;. 
It  will  require  three  weelu  to  make  essential  repairs. 

This  reesel  has  lieen  commanded  since  tbe  10th  of  Jnly  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
manders Erl3eu  and  Badger,  and  by  Commander  T.  B.  Stevens. 
Very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Comnuatitr. 
Captdn  G.  F.  Ehhoks, 

Fket  Captain,  tfc. 


UsiTBD  States  Iron-clad  NAKTrcKKT, 

Warmv)  Sound,  Ga.,  Septemher  21,  1863. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  15th  September,  instant,  I  vonU 
KBpectflilly  inform  you  I  hare  been  in  command  of  this  vessel  since  the  10th  of 
July  last,  baring  assumed  command  of  her  on  tbe  7th  of  May  last,  and  hive 
now  been  in  command  four  months  and  thirteen  days. 

The  tS-iuch  gnn  has  been  fired  before  tbe  10th  of  Jnly  last  seren  times,  ind 
np  to  this  date  fifty-one  times ;  the  ll-incb  gun  has  been  fired  before  tbe  lOtli 
of  Jnly  last  eighteen  times,  and  up  to  this  date  one  hundred  and  seventy-thrK 
times.     This  reasel  baa  been  bit  fifty-three  times. 

Tbe  geoend  conditioii  of  tbe  vessd  is  good,  excepting  the  defects  in  tbe  m^ 
departmeut,  specified  in  the  accompanying  report  i^  senior  Engineer  Gleor^  B. 
White. 

The  bottom  of  thia  vessel  is  exceedingly  foul;  so  much  so  that  her  speed  bsf 
decreased  to  about  one-kalf  of  what  it  was  on  her  passage  out  from  New  Totk. 
The  additional  plates  bare  not  yet  been  put  upon  the  pilot-house,  and  I  in 
unable  to  estimate  the  time  necessary  to  accomplisD  iL 

The  probable  time  necessary  to  make  tbe  requisite  repairs  in  the  engine  de- 
partment, to  render  the  ship  effective,  ia  eetimated  by  the  senior  Engineer  (jtoip 
H.  White,  of  this  ressel,  at  about  Ibup  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

J.  0.  BEAUMONT, 

CommoMdfr. 
Bear-Admirsl  J.  A.  Dahlobrk, 

Comamtdimg  S.  A.  B.  SynaAvm,  Flag'Stfamtr  PhiladHpkim, 
(fff  MorrU  lOnnd,  S.  C 


United  States  Ikon-cla  d  Steamer  Webhawken, 
Pert  Royal,  S.  C,  September  19.  1663. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  IStb  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  statt  that 
Commander  E.  B.  Colhoun  has  commanded  the  Weehawken  since  the  lOth  oT 
Jnly,  1863,  baviug  assumed  command  on  the  7th  of  July,  1863.  Tbe  IS-incb 
gun  has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  20  times ;  since  Jnly  10,  1863. 
264  times ;  np  to  September  16, 1863,  281  times.    The  ll-iocfa  gnn  lUs  btes 
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find,  prarioTU  to  Jnt7  10,  1863,  SO  times ;  lince  Jnly  10,  1863,  633  times; 
up  to  September  15,  1863,  663  times.  Hits  by  the  enemy  since  Jnly  10, 1663, 
82  times  ;  previous  to  Jnly  10,  1B63 ,-  in  tbe  action  of  April  7,  1B63,  58  times ; 
op  to  September  16,  1863,  134  times. 

The  genenl  condition  of  the  Weehawken  is  good ;  some  ssTesty  bolts  in 
turet  are  broken,  and  twelve  in  pilot-honse ;  twdve  hits  on  the  deck,  six  of 
which  broke  the  deck  plank  throngb,  and  one  hit  nnder  the  overhaiig,  causing 
quite  a  leak  in  the  hnll.  To  make  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  vessel,  it  will 
require  about  eight  days,  and  eight  more  to  complete  additions,  making  in  all 
tiiteoi  days  from  the  time  the  work  was  commenced,  which  was  on  the  17th 
instant. 

I  arrived  at  Port  Boyal  Tnesday  morning,  (IStb,)  too  late  to  get  m  the  cred ; 
vent  in  next  morning;  it  rained  that  day,  and  also  on  the  next,  (17th.) 

I  will  keep  you  advised  from  time  to  time  of  the  progresB  made  in  onr  repairs. 
I  should  have  written  sooner,  but  have  been  delayed  getting  the  necessary  ia- 
foraiation.  I  have  just  received  Fleet-Oaptain  George  F.  Emmons's  order  to 
fbnush  a  detailed  report  of  the  firing,  hits,  injuries,  ana  casoalties  of  this  vessel, 
sod  will  make  it  as  soon  as  possibie. 

Very  respectfallr,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHOUN, 

Commander. 
Betr-Admiral  John  A.  Darlqbbn, 

Commandimg  SoiUA  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

IMted  Statea  Flag-ihip  Philadtlpkia,  off  Charhiton,  S.  C. 


litjmriet,  tfc  received  hy  the  Weekatdcen, 

tJtiiTBD  ^TATia  Iro\-clad  Stbahbr  Wbbhawrbn. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  September  24,  1863. 
8iB :  I  have  received  yoor  order  of  tbe  17th  instant,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  tbe  Navy  Deputment  dated  September  11, 1B63,  and  addressed  to  Bear- 
Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren.  iiy  reports  dated  Jnly  28,  September  9,  and 
19,  1863,  are  foil  with  respect  to  the  number  of  roundB  fired  by  this  vessel, 
uid  nombv  of  times  we  were  struck  by  the  enemy.  The  most  severe  injuries 
nenved  were  from  a  15-inch  solid  shot,  which  struck  tbe  turret,  the  shot  that 
pused  under  the  overhang  when  we  were  uground,  making  a  hole  about  five 
inches  in  diameter  and  four  on  the  deck,  breaking  through  the  one-inch  pladng 
ud  deck  plank.  The  first  struck  the  turret  just  clear  of  the  deck,  breaking 
two  pieces  from  the  flange  of  the  composition  ring  upon  which  the  turret  slides 
when  revolving ;  one  piece  wounding  severely  in  tne  right  leg  Acting  Fleet 
Captain  O.  C.  Badger,  and  slightly  m  the  left  fore-arm  Stephen  McDonald, 
IsnoBiuan,  causing  the  turret  to  revolve  with  difficulty.  With  a  base  ring  that 
hit  would  have  been  harmless.  The  second,  which  made  a  hole  in  the  hull, 
struck  about  three  feet  eight  inches  below  the  overhang — so  near  au  angle  iron, 
with  its  support  of  iron  bulkhead,  as  to  prevent  the  shot  penetrating.  That  leak 
vu  Btopp^  daring  the  action  by  driving  a  nine  plug,  and  then  filling  up  with 
nnaller  ones.  Respecting  the  injuries  to  the  deck,  the  worst  were  from  lifle 
tboL  One  struck  near  the  engine-room  batch,  breaking  the  iron,  driving  spliutera 
through,  cnttinz  steam-pipe  of  donkey  engine,  forcing  bolts  partly  through  the 
lieam,  and  breaking  gong-bell.  The  second  struck  over  cotd  bunker  on  port 
■ide  near  the  battle  plate,  driving  it  through,  together  with  a  portion  of  the 
iron  plating  of  the  deck.  A  third  struck  over  the  bread  room  with  like  effect, 
dririug  a  piece  of  the  deck  plating  through.  The  fourth  was  over  the  ward- 
room on  the  starboard  side,  and  forced  some  spUnters  through.     One  (a  mud 
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shot)  Btrack  on  the  top  of  the  tatiet,  hreaking  two  of  the  T-iron  beunh  ben^ng 
another,  and  woaading  three  mea.  All  the  shot  which  struck  the  Weehawkeu, 
either  oa  or  above  the  deck,  glooced  off..  When  agroand  off  the  north  end  of 
morria  ieland,  th»  overhang  being  out  of  wat«r,  a  ronnd  shot  penetrated  the 
armor,  and  now  lies  imbedded  in  the  wood  of  the  overhang  jnst  inside  the  armor. 
Being  now  under  the  water,  I  cannot  ascertain  the  size  of  the  shot.  I  think  it 
is  eleven  inches.  Others  which  have  struck  the  side,  though  breaking  the 
armor,  making  in  some  cases  deep  indentations,  have  not  penetrated.  I  find  it 
necesaarj  to  fire  clear  of  the  boilers,  as  firing  over  tbem  causes  them  to  letk. 
The  gnns  and  carriages  are  in  good  order.  The  gnide  irons  always  break  off 
ailer  firing  a  few  rounds,  notwithstanding  our  care  in  compressing,  though  ool 
apparently  making  any  difference,  as  we  have  fired  much  without  them.  Tb« 
effect  of  the  firing  on  the  men  is  not  perceptible.  Those  stationed  below  snfia 
most  from  imperfect  ventilation.  It  is  veiy  close  and  hot  there  during  actjon. 
The  vessel,  though  sluggish  in  her  movementa  in  consequence  of  the  bottom 
being  so  foul,  steers  very  well  when  not  in  too  shoal  water.  In  some  of  tlie 
actions  we  were  under  way,  and  I  found  no  difficulQr  in  her  nuuugement 
During  the  night  attack  on  Sumter,  August  23,  a  mortar  shell  stnick  the  sand 
bags  around  the  extra  plating  over  the  shell-room,  and,  exploding,  tore  them  to 
pieces,  causing  a  visible  depression  of  the  iron  plating  for  several  feci.  In 
reference  to  the  injuries  to  the  deck  from  rifle  shot,  I  woald  remark  that  similar 
shot  striking  the  eide  of  the  turret  were  not  so  injurious  as  round  shot  find 
&ora  the  same  batteir. 

In  order  that  this  letter  may  contain  the  additional  information  called  for  hj 
the  department,  I  will  embody  the  substance  of  former  reports ; 

The  15-inch  gun  has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1S63,  30  times;  sinee 
July  10,  1863,  264  times;  up  to  September  IS,  384  times.  The  11-inch  gim 
has  been  fired,  previous  to  July  10,  1863,  SO  times ;  since  July  10,  1863,  633 
times ;  up  to  September  15,  1863,  653  times.  Hits  by  the  enemy  since  July 
10,  1863,  8d  times;  previous  to  July  10,  18G3,  SS  tiroes;  np  to  September  15, 
137  times.  My  former  reports  give  "  hits  by  the  enemy  since  July  10,  1863, 
88,"  but  we  have  since  discovered  three  more.  Those  she  received  during  the 
action  of  April  7,  1 S63,  are  marked  tbns :  1 ;  since  July  10, 1863,  thus :  11. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHODN, 


Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahi 

Commanding  South  AtlatUie  Blockading  Squadron, 

VniUd  State*  Flag-Steamer  PhUaddphia,  qfMorria  I^amd,  S.  C. 


OpenUiant  of  the  Nantucket  at  Charledon. 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Nantlckbt, 

Wartav)  Sound,  Georgia,  September  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  general  order  from  the  Navy  Department  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  I  reapectflilly  submit  the  following  report; 

This  vessel  joined  the  fleet  off  Charleston  on  the  11th  of  Jnly  last,  and  « 
the  16th  she  fired  twenty-three  11-inch  and  eleven  15-inch  shell  at  Fort  Wagner. 
On  this  occasion  she  was  hit  twice  abaft  the  smoke-stack  on  the  deck,  we 
breaking  entirely  through,  dashing  the  deck  armor  down  upon  and  breaking 
the  cast-iron  floor  of  the  fire-room ;  Artemaa  L.  Grow  and  George  Reily,  firemen, 
were  slightly  wounded  by  splinters. 

I  forward  herewith  a  sketch  of  the  injury  done  by  this  shot.  The  other  shot 
crushed  the  deck-armor  and  breaking  over  the  starboard  coal  banker,  hot  did 
not,  as  in  the  former  case,  show  daylight  through.    Both  shots  glanced  oS! 
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They  were  fired  from  the  heavy  ^n  on  the  northeast  angle  of  the  fort,  Boppoaed 
to  be  a  ID-inch  colambiad. 

On  the  18th  JdIj  the  Nantucket  fired  forty-eight  11-tnch  and  ihirty-three 
IS-ineh  ghell.  On  that  occasion  the  smoke-box  of  the  15-inch  gun  had  aJl  fonr 
of  iti  angle  irona  hroken,  and  the  box  itself  torn  from  its  fastening  to  the  turret, 
rendering  iiirther  firing  of  the  gnn  dsngeronp. 

On  the  80th  she  fired  twenty-fire  11-inch  Bhell  and  three  11-inch  shrapnell. 
On  the  sad  she  fired  nine  lO-aecond  11-inch  flhell,  and  on  the  24th  ahe  fired 
fifW-fonr  7,  10,  and  20  second  shell  at  Fortg  Wagner  and  Gregg. 

Mo  iinplea«ant  effects  were  experienced  by  the  officers  and  crew  from  the 
firhig  of  the  giinE>. 

The  highest  range  of  the  thermometer  on  the  berth  deck  while  engaged  was 
1280,  and  m  the  engine-room  141°. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  serrant, 

J.  0.  BEAUMONT, 

Oommander, 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorb>. 


Report  qfitijitry  to  turret  of  the  Pattaie, 
[Dnpatdi  No.  174.] 

Flag  Stbambr  Fhiladblphia, 

OffMorrit  bland,  September  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  It  grievee  me  to  be  obliged  to  transmit  the  enclosed,  for,  if  correct,  I 
eh&ll  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  a  Monitor  in  preparing  for  a  service  which  wonH 
require  tbe  addition  of  two  or  three  more. 

I  have  no  time  to  inquire  iDl«  the  matter,  for  the  papers  have  just  reached 
me  hv  the  HaHicbusette,  which  will  leave  almost  immediately. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral  CommandiHg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon,  GiDBOiv  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  iff  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Unitbd  States  Ibon-clad  Passaic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  September  28,  1863. 

SiK  :  I  faave  to  report  that  It  is  now  one  week  since  my  arrival  in  this  harbor, 
dnriog  which  time  I  have  been  employed  with  tbe  assistant  inspector  of  iron- 
clada  (Hr.  Hnghes)  in  trying  all  means  to  make  the  turret  of  this  vessel  revolve. 
Oar  efforts  have  been  without  success,  and  the  vessel  is  conceded  to  be  entirely 
disabled,  and  that  by  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Hughes  states  that  the  pilot-house  must  be  taken  off  and 
the  spindle  removed.  The  spindle  is  in  two  parts,  and  if,  alter  removing  the 
upper  part  of  the  spindle,  it  should  be  found  that  the  difficulty  lies  in  tbe  lower 
part  of  the  spindle,  the  guns  must  come  out,  and  the  floor  of  the  turret  must  be 
removed  before  it  can  be  taken  out.  This  js,  in  fact,  taking  the  whole  turret  to 
piecea. 

There  are  no  means  at  hand  for  lifting  the  weights  required.  The  pilot-honse 
weighs  twenty-four  tons,  which,  with  tbe  friction  to  be  overcome  iu  starting  it 
from  its  seat,  will  increase  the  strain  to  be  brought  on  the  pnrchasea  to  an 
euoftnoas  degree.  ^  ^^^  I  ^" 
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The  main  yud  of  the  Vermont  is  the  onl^  derrick  that  can  be  lued ;  aadera 
.  if  it  can  be  bo  secured  as  to  bear  the  Btiuin,  there  are  no  porchaBes  on  hoaid  of 
that  vessel  which  can  lift  the  weight  The  blocks  cannot  poasibly  arrive  befine 
the  retnm  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  will  probably  be  delayed  atUl  longer,  and 
until  they  arrive  not  a  blow  can  be  Btrach  in  the  way  of  repaire.  After  thej 
arrive  the  assistant  inspector  estimates  that  he  can  complete  tne  woik  in  thii^- 
five  days.  This  supposee  that  no  difficulty  arises  in  the  liitiog  of  the  weiehts. 
Allowing  a  fair  margin  in  the  arrival  of  the  pnrchasea,  the  lifting  of  the 
weights,  and  the  completion  of  the  work,  it  will  require  three  months  to  pot  ibt 
TesBel  in  fighting  order,  if  her  repairs  are  carried  on  at  this  place. 

After  matarely  considering  the  sabject  with  all  the  light  I  have  collected,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  believe  the  most  expeditioos  ™»Tin>r  b 
which  to  get  this  vessel  ready  for  service  is  to  send  her  immediately  to  a  northcn 
port,  where  every  facility  can  at  once  ba  placed  at  the  disposal  of^^thooe  charged 
with  her  repairs.  Snch  being  my  convictions,  I  respectfiilly  recommend  tltit 
this  couree  be  parsned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
LieMtenant  Commander,  Commandii^. 
Reor-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlobbn. 

Conmanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Repairi  needed  o»  the  KaAanl. 

United  Statss  Ieon-clad  Nahant, 

OfMorru  bland.  October  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  September  30,  I  report  that  this  vcsm! 
will  require  twenty-one  tlirough-bolts  in  the  turret,  six  of  which  are  near  tbt 
15-inch  port,  and  must  be  riTet«d,  which  will  require  mechanics. 

The  fresh-water  condenser  has  been  worn  oat  and  entirely  unfit  for  use  moR 
than  a  month.  At  present  one  of  the  heaters  is  used  for  the  purpose;  and  u 
cold,  damp  weather  may  be  expected  shordy,  I  think  it  absolutely  necusarr 
to  have  a  new  one. 

The  pilot-house  was  partly  prepared  to  receive  the  sleeve  the  last  time  de 
vesBcl  was  at  Port  Royal,  and  is,  I  think,  weakened  thereby,  and  should  hsn 
it  put  on. 

The  chief  engineer  requests  ten  days,  if  possible,  to  overhaul  the  engineeud 
boilers,  which  has  never  been  done  since  the  veaael  left  home. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.'J.COENWELL, 
LiemteiMuU 
Kear-Admiral  J.  A.  Darlorbn, 

Comd'f  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Sleamer  Phiiaddpiia. 


Part  taken  hy  the  Pauaie  m  attacki  on  Ckarletton. 

United  St^tjbs  Ibon-clad  Steahbs  Passaic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  9, 1863. 
SiB:  Conformably  to  the  call  of  the  Navy  Department  for  reports  £n»  the 
commanders  of  the  iron-clads,  of  the  actions  in  which  thej  have  beea  eogiged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowine:  r  -  i 
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On  the  29th  day  of  July,  1663. 1  went  into  action  in  this  Tetwel  with  Fort 
Wagner,  on  Uorrie  ielaucl.  at  the  distance  of  1, 200  yards.  In  this  action  I  fired 
tliiKMQ  rounds  from  the  15-incb,  and  ten  rwioda  from  the  ISD-ponnder  rifle. 

A  cap  8c|iian  bolt  waa  carried  away  on  the  cairiage  of  the  rifle.  I  r«oeived 
no  faitt  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  nieht  of  the  15th  of  Angost,  while  employed  on  the  same  dnty  of 
doee  picket.  I  discovered  a  steamer  of  the  enemy  commnnicating  between  Fort 
Sumter  uid  CummingB's  Point.  I  opened  fire  npon  her,  which  bad  the  efiect  of 
laDsing  her  to  move  rapidly  up  the  narbor.  Battery  Oregg  opened  fire  in  re- 
tBra,  but  I  received  no  bits. 

On  the  ITtb  of  AngoBt  I  joined  the  Bquadron  in  the  attack  of  the  forenoon  on 
Fon  Wagner,  after  which  I  wb«  engaged  with  Fort  Snmterat  a  distance  of  2,000 
yards,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  again  engaged  Fort  Wagner  at  a 
duunce  of  900  yards,  in  company  with  the  Fatapwo,  and  snccecded  in  nilMicing 
llie  fire  of  two  guns  that  had  been  mounted  Bnbsequently  to  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Mjoadron  in  the  forenoon.  Dnring  tiie  day  the  vessel  was  hit  thirteen  times. 
I  fired  thirty  shells  from  the  15-inch  gnn,  and  9  from  the  rifle,  having  been 
ordered  to  retain  the  fire  of  the  rifle  for  service  agfainst  the  walls  of  Snmter. 

On  the  18th  of  Angnst  I  waa  again  ennged  with  Fort  Wagner  at  a  diatanoe 
ofl.OOO  yards.  Dnring  the  action  I  firea  eighteen  shells  from  the  15-inch  gun, 
ud  received  five  hits  from  the  enemy,  one  of  them  cansing  the  water  to  run 
freely  throogh  the  deck  into  the  bread  room. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  the  23d  of  August  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the  rest 
of  the  Bonadron  of  iron-clads,  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of  about 
740  yaras.  The  mist  obscured  the  fort  so  much  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to 
dJ^tioKuitih  the  object.  I  fired  nine  rounds  from  the  15-inch  giio,  and  ten  from 
tie  rifle.    I  was  hit  five  times  by  the  enemy. 

Oq  the  afternoon  of  the  Slat  of  Au^wt  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
PUapeco,  Weehawken,  and  Nahant,  with  Fort  Moultrie,  at  a  distance  of  875 
Jtiii.  I  fired  one  round  from  the  15-iach  gun,  and  nine  rounds  from  the  rifle, 
aad  received  nine  bits  from  the  enemv.  Three  of  the  hitn  penetrated  the  deck, 
'oreing  pieces  of  broken  iron  througn  on  the  berth  deck;  one  hole  measored 
twenty  inches  by  nine  inches. 

On  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  September  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
mt  of  the  iron-dad  squadron,  in  an  attack  on  Fort  Sumter,  at  a  distance  vaiy- 
ingfrom  1,200  to  700  yards.  During  this  action  I  fired  twenty  rounds  from  the 
IJ-JQch  gnu,  and  twenty-six  from  the  rifle,  and  received  seven  hits  from  the 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  September  I  was  engaged,  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  iron-clad  squadron,  in  shelling  the  covered  way  frdm  Fort 
Wagner  to  Battery  G-regg.  There  waa  no  reply  from  the  enemy.  I  fired  six 
roundi  from  the  IS-inch  gun,  and  nine  rounds  from  the  rifle. 

On  the  night  of  the  same  day  I  was  on  picket,  under  orders  to  fire  an  occa- 
linnal  shot  to  prevent  re-enforcements  crossing  from  SnlUvan's  island  to  Horns 
uiland.  After  firing  one  round  from  each  gun,  while  revolving  the  turret,  it  was 
dtMovered  that  the  central  shaft  or  spindle  of  the  turret  had  taken  up  motion 
with  the  turret,  canying  the  pilot-honse  with  it.  The  steering  gear  was  of 
coarse  deranged  ;  in  revolving  the  spindle  back  to  its  proper  place,  a  casting 
indiBpensabte  fijr  the  steering  gear  was  broken.  Temporary  steering  gear  waa 
rigged  on  deck,  and  I  returned  to  the  tower  anchorage.  Dnring  the  night,  find- 
ing it  impossible  to  detach  the  spindle  from  the  turret,  a  starting  bar  was  shipped 
in  the  shaft  of  the  turret  engine,  in  the  turret  chamber,  and  relieving  tackles 
were  hooked  to  the  steering  chains  and  brought  to  the  bturel  of  a  wheel,  tempo- 
rarily rigged  in  the  turret  chamber.  The  vessel  was  reported  as  ready  to  go 
into  action  on  the  morning  of  the  7th. 

On  the  Stii  of  September  I  was  engaged,  In  company  with  the  rest  of  the  iron- 
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clad  eqnadron,  with  the  batteries  on  Snlliran'e  island,  and  having  been  (»dei«d 
to  go  veil  up  and  engage  battery  Bee,  I  became  a  prominent  mark  for  the  £re 
of  the  enemy.  The  turret,  spindle,  and  pilot-honee,  all  revolved  together.  I 
received  three  new  holes  throngh  the  deck;  the  side-armor  was  badly  injnctd 
in  several  places,  and  was  sprung  off  the  side  abreast  of  the  turret.  Eleven  hitt 
took  effect  on  the  ring  around  the  base  of  the  turret ;  one  of  these  hits  caused  lo 
much  friction  on  the  plate  below  the  ring  as  to  require  thirty -fbnr  poandi  of 
steam  to  revolve  the  turret,  nntil  it  was  eased  by  melted  tallow  squirted  iu  from 
the  outside.  Bad  it  not  been  for  the  eiasUc  character  of  the  packii^  under  the 
plate,  the  turret  would  inevitably  have  stopped. 

The  difficulty  of  steering  the  ship  with  relieving  tackles,  the  qnaitermuKr 
Wow  not  having  even  the  benefit  of  a  compass  to  know  when  the  vessel  ii 
running  "steady,"  and  the  copious  leaks  throngh  seven  holes  in  the  deck,  com- 
bined with  my  desire  to  adjust  the  turret  ana  spindle,  induced  me,  after  tbii 
action,  to  represent  to  you  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  and  on  being  informed  by 
you  of  the  probable  suspension  of  active  operation  for  a  while,  I  applied  for  per- 
mission to  come  to  this  place  for  repairs.  The  concussion  from  the  gnns  is  not 
found  to  inconvenience  any  one  on  Doard.  During  the  last  action  a  shot  struck 
one  of  the  armor  plates  on  the  roof  of  the  turret,  driving  it  down  into  the  tnrreL 
Fortunately  no  one  waa  serionsly  injured ;  one  man  was  cut,  and  slightly  bnuKi 

The  wounds  inflicted  on  the  deck  are  very  rough  and  jagged;  all  sign»  of 
fibre  dieappear  from  the  iron,  and  the  projecting  pieces  an  bniken  off  wilb  t 
sledge,  llie  shot  generally  burrows  along  on  the  plate  that  it  first  slrUECS  antil 
it  comes  in  contact  with  the  edge  of  the  next  plate,  when  it  breaks. 

The  armor  on  the  sides  does  not  sncceBBrally  resist  the  impact  of  the  shot 
from  the  guns  of  the  heavy  calibre  of  the  enemy.  There  are  several  places  oo 
the  side  of  this  vessel  where  all  five  plates  are  Invken  throngh. 

The  turret  of  this  vessel  is  much  battered,  but  very  few  bolts  or  nuts  hart 
broken  off.  The  strength  of  the  turret  has  been  most  severely  tried ;  at  ok 
place  two  round  shot  of  very  large  calibre  (estimated  by  some  as  ll-inch,  kj 
others  as  15-inch,]  have  struck  close  together  on  the  same  plate,  the  impiei- 
sion  of  the  second  shot  overlapping  a  portion  of  that  made  by  the  first.  Tbt 
mass  of  iron  has  been  pressed  in,  so  as  to  form  an  extensive  bulging  in  on  the 
inside,  and  the  outex  plate  is  broken;  but  no  serious  effect  was  produced. 

Id  an  official  report  of  the  actions  in  which  this  vessel  has  oeen  engaged,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  making  especial  mention  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  Whitehead,  tlrt 
executive  officer,  whose  earnest  zeal,  fine  ability,  and  untiring  energy,  isake  biip 
most  valuable  in  his  position,  and  have  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me. 

I  mnst  also  specify  Hr.  Henry  Mason,  (the  senior  engineer,)  and  3d  As^istuit 
Engineer  Wm.  A.  Urippg,  whose  valuable  services  as  rendered  on  board  of  ihii 
vessel,  from  their  interest  in  the  cause,  have  on  several  occasions  culled  foftk 
my  commendation.  If  Mr.  Dripps  remains  in  the  service,  he  is  deetintd  to 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  his  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

E.  SIMPSON. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commamdng. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlobkn, 

Commanding  SotUk  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqnadnm. 


Suggeitiont  i^  Lieutenant  Commander  Simpton  relative  to  the  Moniton. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Iron-clad  Stbambb  Passaic, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  October  14,  1863. 
Sir  :  Conformably  to  a  call  from  the  Navy  Department,  I  have  madeatepwt 
o  the  commander-in-chief  on  this  station,  of  the  actions  in  which  this  vesidbas 
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been  engaged;  bat  u  the  letter  from  the  department  implies  a  desire  for  BDch 
eiperience  «a  the  comnunden  of  the  iron-ckda  mmj  have  acquired,  I  reapect- 
fnllj  submit  the  following  renurka: 


In  order  to  prerent  dunpness  on  tbe  lower  deck  of  an  iron-clad  Monitor,  it 
should  be  corered  with  two  or  three  coats  of  paint,  with  shellac  over  all.  All 
the  washine  that  is  then  reqnired  is  simplj  wiping  with  a  wet  cloth  or  swab. 
Tbe  wood  does  not  absorb  the  water,  and  the  coasequance  is  a  dry  atmosphere. 

Tb^par  decks  of  these  Tessels,  as  at  present  constrocted,  are  not  Bamcientlf 
protected  to  resist  such  projectiles  as  are  now  in  use.  Tbe  six  inches  of  wood 
are  sufficient  hacking,  but  the  two  ^incb  plates  of  iron  are  unequal  to  perform 
the  work  reqnired  of  them.  In  this  vessel  there  have  been  seven  boles  made 
tbrongli  the  deck,  the  shot  driving  the  iron  and  wood  on  the  berth  deck.  The 
hales  made  over  the  berth  deck  caused  such  a  leak,  when  the  deck  was  awash, 
u  to  deprive  the  crew  of  a  large  portion  of  their  accommodation,  which  at  best 
is  too  contracted.  Two  of  these  holes  are  caosed  by  shot  which  struck  the 
bsM  ring  of  tbe  tnrret,  near  tbe  bottom ;  one  of  them  just  cleared  the  steam-pipe 
1^  s  blower  engiae,  which,  if  disabled,  would  have  been  a  serious  damage,  aa 
ihe  blowers  are  literally  the  life  of  the  ship.  One  hole  over  the  awning-room 
noni  the  wetting  of  all  t^waingB,  hammocks,  &c.,  and  anotber  over  tbe  bread- 
room  injured  a  qnontity  of  bread  before  it  conid  be  removed  to  another  place. 

It  is  impossible  to  plug  these  holes  so  as  to  stop  all  tbe  leak ;  in  this  vessel 
thej  have  been  rammed  full  of  oakum,  with  heavy  bags  of  sand  on  top,  while 
below,  after  chipping  off  the  splinters  to  obtain  a  smooth  sarface,  sheet-lead  has 
been  nailed  up  under  the  hole,  but  all  without  being  able  to  stop  tbe  flow  of 
vster.  The  surface  of  the  iron  on  deck  is  very  rough  and  ja^^d,  and  nothing 
can  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  until  time  is  given  to  cut  off  all  the  injnrea 
psrt,  and  to  replaee  it  with  a  new  plate. 

1  recommend  that  the  strength  of  the  decks  of  the  Uoniton  now  in  service  be 
mntased  by  laying  extra  plates  of  1-inch  iron  from  over  tbe  forward  port  of 
the  magnzine  and  shell-room  as  for  aft  as  tbe  condenser,  extending  the  plates 
only  to  two  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  overhane  on  each  side  forward  and  abreast 
<tf  the  tnrret,  contracting  the  snrface  abaft  tne  turret  so  as  to  cover  only  two 
feet  of  the  coal-hunkers  on  each  side  of  tbe  boilers  and  abaft  tht  smoke-pipe, 
nznnin?  one  plate  amidships  as  far  as  the  bigh-presanre  valve.  The  uneven 
tpsce  thus  leu  on  the  deck  can  be  covered  with  planking,  which,  forward  and 
■iV  will  be  found  a  great  comfort  to  officers  and  men.  The  wooden  deck  laid 
on  this  vessel  is  found  to  be  a  great  advantage  in  preventing  rbenmatism,  audi 
in  hot  weather,  in  modifying  the  temperature.  The  additional  weight  tboa 
ftaced  on  the  deck  will  be  alMut  50  tons. 


The  side-armor,  as  disposed  on  the  overhang  of  these  veseeli,  does  not  per- 
fettly  fulfil  the  requirements.  A  shot  of  any  sise  never  strikes  it  without  pro- 
daciug  nM>re  or  less  of  serious  effect,  sometimes  breaking  througfa  all  tbe  plates, 
geoenlly  driving  the  mass  of  iron  before  it  into  the  backing,  and  sometimes 
causing  leaks.  The  solid  plates  of  hammered  iron  on  tbe  New  Iroasidest 
thoD^  only  4  inches  in  thickness,  resist  tbe  impact  of  shot  much  better  than 
the  S  inches  of  laminated  iron  on  the  sides  of  tbe  Uonitors. 

This  difference  in  effect  may  be  caused  by  the  different  manner  in  which  the 
nirfsces  are  presented  to  the  shot,  the  Bides  of  the  Ironsides  being  inclioedi 
while  those  of  tbe  Monitors  Are  vertical.  The  manner  in  which  this  armor  is 
airanged  at  the  stem  is  very  iusecore.  These  vesselfl  are  useless  as  ramsi  ex- 
cept against  wooden  vessels.  /—  i 
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The  secnritf  is  by  means  of  very  Bmnll  bolts  at  tbe  extremity,  which  illaw 
the  armor  to  open  on  a  rery  slight  prorocation.  The  annoT  of  this  vessel  U  tlie 
Btem  is  sprung  apart  six  inches  by  contact  with  another  Monitor  while  in  tli« 
act  of  turning ;  the  collision  was  one  with  very  slight  ftirce.  I  recommend  tlut 
all  these  Tessels  should  he  fitted  with  a  shoe  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  (be 
stems. 

The  laminated  iron,  when  disposed  in  a  plane  perpendicular  to  the  flight  d 
the  projectile,  does  not  seem  to  answer  all  demandB ;  but  when  disposed  in  iba 
form  of  a  turret,  no  objection  can  be  raised  to  it.  The  turrets  are  as  near  im- 
pregnable as  anything  can  be  made,  and  eleven  inches  of  iron  seem  to  be  eno<^ 
for  all  pnrposcs  of  defence. 

The  only  objection  to  them  is  the  "  through  bolts,"  which  allow  the  nnt  inwde 
to  fly  when  the  head  of  the  bolt  is  etrnck.  The  new  system  of  making  tnmU 
now  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department  obviates  this  dimcnlty. 

KOOP  OF  TURRRT. 

The  most  vital  and  dangerous  part  of  this  eonstmction  of  vessel  is  the  roof 
of  turret,  which  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  as  weak.  It  never  can  be  (track 
without  causing  damage.  The  number  of  the  beams  should  be  increased;  tiifj 
■hoald  have  a  better  bearing  in  the  wall  of  the  tnrret.  (at  present  they  have  but 
two  inches.)  The  railroad  iron  shotild  be  discarded,  and  good  sqaare  iAn,  of 
proper  dimensions,  eubetituted. 

The  roof  of  the  "Weehawken"  was  etrnck  at  long  range;  the  reanlt  waslbe 
iractnring  of  the  thigh  of  one  mui,  and  lighter  wounds  to  two  othen ;  and  ihit 
or  worse  must  be  the  result  as  long  as  the  roof  is  left  in  its  present  state. 

PKB8BNT   PRINCIPLB   OP  TTJBRBT. 

I  will,  perhaps,  be  excused  if  I  hazard  au  objection  to  the  principle  involved 
in  the  present  arrangement  of  turret,  pilot-house,  and  spindle. 

The  turret  has  two  bearings  on  the  spindle — one  on  a  shoulder,  under  tbe 
centre  of  the  floor-beams,  and  another  (through  diagonal  bmces)  from  the  endi 
of  these  beams  to  another  shoulder  at  the  level  of  the  toof.  These  bearings  are 
provided  with  composition  rings  to  prevent  "  cutting." 

The  pilot-^onse  is  supported  on  the  end  of  the  spindle,  tn  order  to  secnn 
the  pilot-house  from  being  knocked  off  by  the  effect  of  a  blow,  a  composition 
ring  is  secured  to  the  roof  of  the  turret,  which,  at  its  top,  has  a  horixonttu  flange 
which  overlaps  a  projecting  ring  attached  to  the  base  of  the  pilot-baussi. 

This  is  the  best  manner  in  which  the  object  could  be  attained,  and,  as  long  u 
the  form  of  all  parts  remains  as  they  came  from  the  foundry  or  machine-shop,  ii 
will  work  well.  But  the  battenng  effect  of  heavy  ordnance  will  knock  any- 
thing out  of  shape,  even  an  11-inch  turret  or  pilot-house,  as  in  the  case  of  thii 
vessel,  causing  the  turret  to  revolve  eccentrically.  The  effect  of  this  ecc«atric 
motion  on  board  of  this  vessel  wasthe  derangement  of  the  whole  system  bylbe 
jamming  of  a  piece  of  j-inch  bolt  between  the  <;omposition  ring  and  the  old 
pilot-house. 

The  piece  of  bolt  entered  freely  at  the  place  where  it  had  stopped  in,  but  the 
eccentric  motion  caused  the  sutftces  of  ring  and  pilot-house  to  approach  esch 
other  when  the  turret  was  revolved,  and  the  jam  took  place ;  thus  uniting  the 
turret,  pilot-bonee,  and  spindle,  so  that  the  turret  could  not  be  made  to  levotre 
without  carrying  with  it  the  other  parts  of  the  system. 

Efforts  were  made  to  force  them  apart,  with  35  pounds  of  steam,  at  the  ri^ 
of  destroying  the  gearing  of  the  turret  engine,  and  causing  the  beams  of  the  ship 
to  work  several  inches ;  but  no  effect  was  produced,  and  the  object  could  not  be 
attained  until  the  ring  was  detached  from  the  roof  of  the  tuiiet,  when  the  cause 
of  the  difficulty  was  discovered.  C^i^ntilr 
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This  difficnllT  is  moat  serious  in  its  consequenccB ;  the  steering  gen  is,  of 
tnmtt,  dcmn^,  and  thejiilot-bouee  becomes  ueeleM.  It  maj  occnr  again  in 
tliii  veeae] ;  it  mav  occur  on  board  of  any  other  Tessel  of  this  claas. 

It  isalM  poesible  that  the  bearings  of  the  toiret  on  the  spindle  may  "cat," 
iltboii|h  the  fact  of  having  two  composition  surfaces  to  work  on  makes  the 
dui|tr  remote.  Great  delicacy  is  required  in  adjusting  the  diagonal  bTaces.and 
my  ^ieldiDg  on  their  part  can  at  any  time  stop  the  tnrret  from  revolving;  they 
occapy,  besides,  much  room  in  the  torret,  interfering  with  the  work  abont  the 
Eudb. 

1  recommeDd  that  a  system  of  tnrret  should  be  devised  by  which  it  will  have 
DO  antuexioD  with  the  spindle,  hot  have  a  bearing  all  around  its  base,  running 
on  neb  anti-friction  rollers  as  the  inezbanatible  ingenuity  of  our  mechanics  can 
inTent 

The  weight  will  nit  then  be  concentrated  on  one  point  of  the  veflsel,  but  will 
be  spread  over  a  greater  surface,  and  the  duty  of  the  spindle  will  be  simply  to 
rapport  the  pilot-honse,  without  the  remotest  chance  of  derangement.  The 
diagoDHl  braces  will  be  tbas  removed  from  the  turret. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  base  of  the  turret  should  be  carried  below 
tlie  ipardeck.  The  base  ring  as  now  attached  to  the  turret  prevents  injury  to 
ihe  bottom  of  the  turret  itself;  but  the  liability  of  stopping  the  revolution  of  the 
totret  by  forcing  the  iron  down  to  the  deck  plates  is  jnst  as  great  as  ever. 
In  1  late  action  in  this  vessel,  owing  to  this  cause,  it  required  at  one  time  thirty- 
(oar  pounds  of  steam  to  revolve  the  turret,  until  melted  tallow  was  squirted  in 
from  the  outside  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  elastic  character  of  the  packing 
nndei  the  plate  below  the  ring,  the  tnrret  would  have  inevitably  stopped.  I 
have  also  bad  two  ahota  that  penetrated  the  deck  directly  under  this  ring.  If 
the  base  of  the  turret  were  carried  down  below  the  spar  deck,  it  might  be  so 
^dosed  as  to  prevent  the  rush  of  water  into  the  vessel  through  the  opening 
between  the  tanret  tmd  deck,  as  is  the  case  at  present  I  consider  that,  if  it  be 
fonnd  practicable  to  make  the  system  work  as  I  propose,  it  will  be  a  great  in^ 
provement. 

The  composition  ting  under  the  turret  docs  not  perform  the  work  required  of 
it-  After  the  turret  has  been  struck  several  times  at  tbe  base  this  ring  ceases 
to  act  independently,  and  attaches  itself  to  the  turret,  becoming  a  part  of  it, 
•nd  rises  or  falls,  or  revolves  with  it.  It  is  also  found  to  be  dangerous,  as  the 
fiange  inside  the  turret  is  broken  by  the  force  of  tbe  blows  on  the  base,  tbe 
pieces  flying  in  over  the  berth-deck  beams.  The  extra  base  ring  around  the 
turret  does  not  prevent  this  effcit.  for  in  this  vessel  there  are  three  pieces  of  the 
fiaoge  broken  off,  one  or  two  of  them  as  much  as  foni  feet  in  length. 

COMPBESaiON  OP  THK  0UN8. 

Tbe  lyHtem  at  compression  of  the  guns  in  the  turret  of  these  vessels  »  too 
delicate.  Tbe  perfect  action  of  the  compressor  plates  between  the  beams  form- 
ing tbe  bed  or  slide  depends  on  tbe  preservation  of  the  parallelism  of  these 
beams.  If  this  pasaUelism.  be  destroyed  the  plates  take  angling,  and  it  has 
been  fonnd  at  times  very  difficult  to  run  the  guns  in  and  out  from  this  cause. 
To  preserve  the  parallelism  of  these  beams  their  elasticity  must  be  perfect ;  bnt 
it  is  found  in  practice  that,  after  being  subjected  to  a  certain  amount  of  compres- 
sion, they  require  to  be  wedged  apart  in  order  to  relieve  tbe  effort  of  running 
in  and  out.  A  simple  method  of  compression  is  proposed  by  Lieutenant  Wm. 
Whitehead,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  which  is  new  only  in  its  appli- 
cation, but  which,  I  think,  could  be  substituted  with  advantage  f<»  the  method 
now  in  oae.     I  enclose  his  sketch. 
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TDRRBT  CKAMBBK. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  floor  of  the  turret  chamber  be  covered  witli  sheet 
unc.  which  will  prevent  much  oil  and  dirt  froia  going  down  on  the  skin.  Two 
hatches,  forward  and  abaft,  should  also  be  cut  in  the  deck,  in  the  wake  of  ibe 
heel  of  the  spindle,  which,  if  unshipped  when  keying  up  or  lowering  the  tniret, 
wonid  prevent  any  hindrance  to  the  "  rams"  that  are  nsed  for  these  purposes. 

PROTBCTION   OF    ABHATURB. 

In  remarking  the  track  of  shot  that  have  stmck  on  the  deck  of  this  vend,  1 
have  noticed  that,  when  they  strike  the  edge  of  a  plate  thej  break,  and  their 
effect  ceases,  leaving  the  edge  of  the  plate  mnch  injured,  but  not  affecting  the 
deck  beyond.  There  are  now  on  the  deck  of  this  veasel  several  places  when 
the  shut  have  struck  en  a  plate,  pursued  its  course,  harrowing  along  until  the 
edge  of  the  next  plate  has  suddenly  stopped  its  further  progress. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  something  can  be  devised  to  he  placed  on  the 
outoide  of  the  armature  of  iron-dads  which  might  have  the  effect  of  robbii^  the 
shot  of  a  great  portion  of  its  power  by  causing  it  to  bn^ak  immediately  on  cob- 
tact,  in  fact,  before  its  whole  force  is  developed  on  the  main  armor.  The  j^ 
that  seems  to  me  most  feasible  is  to  place  over  the  aimature  a  System  of  sted- 
pointed  cones,  extending  over  the  whole  side,  these  to  be  so  arranged  ai  to 
oring  the  points  close  enongh  together  to  prevent  a  shot  of  ordinary  caHliK 
from  striking  between  the  points. 

The  length  of  the  cones  would  have  to  be  determined  by  experiment,  bat  1 
should  think  one  inch,  or  one  inch  and  a  half,  would  be  all  that  could  be  le- 

Jutred.  The  projection  would,  of  course,  be  flattened  down  by  the  force  of  the 
low,  but  I  am  inclined  to  bolieve  that  they  would  have  their  effect  in  accdo- 
ating  the  moment  when  the  shot  would  break.  If  they  would  not  break  the  shot, 
of  course  they  would  be  of  no  use ;  but  the  onifonn  manner  in  which  the  shoti 
break  when  coming  in  contact  with  the  edge  of  the  deck  plates  of  this  vesid 
induces  me  to  suppose  that  esperimeDts  earned  on  in  this  direction  may  lead  to 
valuable  results. 

The  department  will  judge  of  the  value  of  this  report;  my  effort  has  siDplr 
bees  to  state  impressions  that  I  have  received  while  in  command  of  this  vessd 
Tbcy  are  not  theories,  but  deductions  from  practical  eSiecta  which  I  have 
remarked  during  very  active  operations.  I  shall  be  glad  if  they  can  be  aade 
of  any  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
JjiatUnant  Commander,  CommoMdmg. 
Hon.  QiDKON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  DuPimt't  vindieatiom  ^  ktrnttif. 

Near  Wilhinotom,  Dblawakb, 

Oetoier  22,  1863. 
Sib  ;  Your  communication  of  the  26th  June,  in  reply  to  my  despatdi  (^  l^ 
3d  Jnne,  was  received  the  day  before  I  left  Port  Royal. 

I  had  trusted  that  my  communications  of  the  27th  Hay  and  3d  Jnne  vodd 
convince  the  department  of  the  injustice  of  its  imputations  in  its  despatebei  of 
the  14th  and  15th  May.     I  had  confined  myself  to  a  detailed,  accurate,  tad 
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uln  Btatement^  facta  known  to  the  depBrtment,  not  lees  tban  to  myself,  but 
of  which  I  ioppoeed  it  had  been  betrsjed  into  a  niomentaiy  fbrgetfulnesB  by 
the  MDution  of  disappointment  at  tbe  failure  of  the*  Monitors.  I  wns  silent 
napectiDg  its  hanh  Iim^Bge  and  nnjuat  reproachel,  trusting  with  confidence 
ihu,  when  the  hct^  were  recalled  to  its  recollection,  the  deptrtmeDt  would 
retract  Ihe  wonnding  words  it  had  written,  but  which  it  could  never  expunge 
fram  its  records.  In '  this  I  hare  been  painAilly  disappointed.  It  is  with  pro- 
fbond  re^t  1  perceive  in  jonr  despatch  of  tbe  26th  June  a  reiteration  of  the 
durges  and  reproaches  of  previonB  aeepatcbes,  and  in  your  silence  since,  during 
'  a  period  of  three  months,  a  resolntion  not  to  recall  them.  Mjr  last  hope  of 
jiutice  Bt  the  hands  of  die  department  is  therefore  extlngniehed. 

If  I  have  failed  in  my  duty  I  am  liable  to  trial,  but  insulting  imputations  in 
official  despatches  are  grave  wrongs,  perpetuated  on  the  public  records  to  my 
pemsiient  injury. 

Tbe  remedy  which  the  law  would  afford  me  against  a  superior  officer  indulging 
m  the  language  of  yonr  despatches  does  not  exist  against  the  civil  head  of  the 
department.  It  only  remains,  therefore,  for  me  to  place  again  on  the  records  of 
the  department  my  indignant  refutation  of  its  renewed  charges. 

I  concur  with  the  department  in  the  observation  that  the  further  diseussioa 
of  what  it  is  pleased  to  term  tbe  demoustration  of  tbe  7th  April  would  not  be 
prafitable.  1  regret  that  this  has  not  been  adhered  to  in  your  present  despatch, 
m  which  also  I  perceive  new  suggestions  which  I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence. 

I  share  the  regret  which  the  department  expresses  that  my  views  were  not 
nnderetood  by  it  before  the  event  took  place,  out  I  must  be  permitted  to  say 
that,  though  nut  understood  by  the  department,  they  were  formally  and  clearly 
eipreseed  by  me  on  its  records  before  the  event  took  place.  My  despatch  of 
the  3d  of  Jnne,  from  which  the  department  now  understands  them,  merely  cited 
■nd  repeated  what  was  already  on  its  records. 

Hy  reply  to  the  order  to  attack ;  my  despatches,  with  the  reports  of  Captains 
Drayton  and  Worden,  of  the  operations  on  the  Ogeechee,  and  my  letter  to  the 
Assi»(ant  Secretary,  informing  him  that  the  only  limit  to  my  demand  for  iron- 
clads was  the  capability  of  tbe  government  to  supply  them,  if  consulted,  could 
not  be  misunderstood.  The  department  was  under  no  necessity  of  seeking  my 
opinion  of  the  Monitors  from  intimations  to  others :  a  much  more  authentic 
KDTce  of  information  was  its  own  records. 

Among  them  it  possessed  tbe  official  expression  of  exactly  what  I  thought  of 
the  capabilities  of  the  Monitors  as  against  nirts,  accompanied  by  the  experiments 
in  the  battle  on  which  they  were  founded,  in  my  despatch  of  the  28lh  Janua^, 
tnosmitting  the  detailed  report  of  Captain  Worden,  and  followed  by  the 
detailed  report  of  Captain  Drayton,  whica  I  fbrwarded  with  my  own  report  of 
the  6th  of  March.  Just  such  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  condition  of  the 
Monitors  after  the  attack  on  Charleston  was  characterised  by  the  department 
as  "a  labored  effort  to  depreciate  our  national  iron-clads." 

It  ia  a  just  subject  of  regret  that  these  reports  should  have  been  overlooked, 
or  thought  not  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  department. 

I  was  aware  of  the  visit  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  Charleston,  bnt  I  learn 
.  irith  surprise  from  yonr  despatch  that,  without  a  commission  in  the  navy,  he 
atrnmandtd  the  expedition  which  wituessed  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  with- 
out relieving  it  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  how  such  an  inspection  of  the  port  at 
that  time  can  make  bim  ^miliar  with  all  the  points  of  fortifications  created  since 
his  visit,  though  it  may  well  explain  the  interest  which  led  him  to  make  it  a 
specialty. 

Bnt  the_  department  will  pardon  me  fbr  saying,  with  all  proper  respect  for  its 
head,  that  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me  that  the  Assistant  Secretary  could  ever 
have  supposed  there  was  entire  coincidence  of  views  on  tbe  subject  between 
him  and  myself.  He  cannot  have  forgotten  his  opinion  of  tbe  power  and  invul- 
nerability of  the  Uonitorsi  which  I  always  controverted.    Still  less  can  he  have 
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failed  to  recollect  faie  peniBtent  reaolatioa  to  nuke  the  expe^ttioii  iepecd  for 

Bucicss  aolely  on  the  nav&l  ibrce,  and  his  onxietv  to  exclude  the  c '■ — ' 

a  laud  force,  against  my  opinion  that  a  purely  naval  attack  c 


auc:css  aolely  on  the  naval  ibrce,  and  his  anxiety  to  exclude  the  co-operatioD 
a  laud  force,  againat  my  opinion  that  a  purely  naval  attack  could  give 
aiaarance  of  Baccesa,  and  that  to  secure  it  troo^  were  neceaaary,  often  and  u 


formally  expreBsed  before  the  7th  of  April  aa  it  ia  now  contained  in  my  report 
of  the  attaclc. 

The  department  baa  been  further  misled  in  auppoaing  I  went  with  the  Aeutt- 
aiit  Secretary  intci  particulars  reapecting  the  attack  on  Charleeton  duriag  nj 
visit  last  fall.  The  only  detail  that  waa  arranged  and  promised  by  the  AmO- 
ant  Secretary  was  never  executed — the  removal  of  Berious  defects  in  the  Sew 
Ironsides.  She  came  three  months  aftemarda  to  Port  Boyal  nnchanged  in 
important  parti  cuUra. 

I  am  not  sufficiently  sure  that  I  underetand  the  aUosion  of  the  depaitineDt 
to  Rear-Admiral  DiJilgren,  then  Captain  Dahlgren,  to  make  any  eommetit 
upon  it ;  I  therefore  pasB  it  in  ailence. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  perceive  that  the  department  is  sensible  of  th« 
propriety  of  oasigning  a  reaaon  for  ita  unoaual  delay  in  adtnowledging  my 
reports  of  so  important  an  action  ae  that  of  the  7th  of  April.  But  the  depart- 
ment must  permit  me  to  remind  it  that  I  answered  the  President's  order  of  tlie 
13th  April,  which  the  letter  of  the  14th  merely  repeated,  modified  and  softened, 
on  the  16th  of  April,  the  day  of  its  receipt,  in  a  full  despatch,  which  left  Fort 
Royal  on  the  17th,  the  day  after  the  transmission  of  my  detailed  report  of  tbe 
action  of  the  7th,  and  must  have  reached  the  department  within  fonr  or  five 
days  of  its  date ;  and  if  the  department  delayed  its  reply  to  my  report  fat 
several  weeks,  in  daily  expectation  of  a  despatch  then  in  its  possession,  it  15 
another  illustration  of  the  neglect  with  which  it  treats  my  despatches.  And 
while  the  department  informs  me  that  my  detailed  report  of  the  action  of  the 
7th  was  received  only  on  the  SOch  April,  the  department  should  not  forget 
that  my  report  of  the  8th,  contuning  eveiy  material  fact  necessary  for  the  com- 
prehension  of  the  attack  on  the  7th,  and  the  cauaes  of  its  fajlure,  was  delivend 
to  the  Secretary  on  the  12th  of  April,  only  five  days  after  the  battle,  by  Coia- 
mander  Bhind,  himself  a  distinguished  actor  in  that  event. 

That  despatch  waa  entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  an  acknowledgment,  even  it 
the  department  had  no  word  of  thanks  to  tbe  brave  men  and  officera  who  h 
gallantly  tried  ita  experiment. 

I  have  no  desire  to  question  the  power  of  the  department  to  relieve  me  al 
ita  discretion,  but  its  order  of  the  3d  June  aaaigna  cauaea  which  do  not  exot, 
and  ascribes  to  me  opinions  which  I  had  neither  expresaed  nor  entertained. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  28th  January  I  advised  the  department  that  tiocfs 
were  necessary  to  Becnre  succeas  ;  it  persiated  in  ordering  a  pnrely  naval  attack; 
reiteration  of  my  repeated  advice  the  department  could  not  expect  nnleu  on 
its  request 

That  reqneat  was  for  the  first  time  ezpreaaed  in  your  d^pateh  of  the  I4lb 
Hay,  and  before  it  could  receive  my  reply  giving  a  detailed  plan  of  operation 
the  department  relieved  me. 

The  department  will  search  my  letters  in  vain  for  any  joatification  of  iti 
regreta  that  I  did  not  concur  in  the  reluctance  of  the  government  to  relinqoiih 
all  farther  efforts  against  Charleston. 

Long  before  the  government  ordered  any  attack,  I  opened  the  way  on  the 
StODO  and  placed  its  troops  within  reach  of  Charieston,  and  since  this  fitiled, 
because  not  supported,  my  suggestions  to  the  department  have  been  confined 
to  pointing  ont  the  vay  to  secure  success  in  other  directions,  always  holding 
the  Stono,  however,  withont  which  the  present  operations  could  not  have  been 
attempted  by  the  military  forces. 

The  tenor  of  my  letters  nowhere  justifieS'the  suggestion  that  my  judgment 
™     ■  ...  adoqi 
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force  BupportinK  the  dstoI  attack.  They  espreBsly  confined  nij  oppoehion  to 
"a  purely  naTBi  Attack"  with  forces  that  hadJuBt  proved  inBufficient.  If  I  am 
iiot  mieinforued,  the  department  haa  not  ordered  Buch  an  attack,  nor  foand  an 
officer  willing  to  undertake  it,  and  the  recent  operations  before  Charleston 
sufficiently  vindicate  my  judgment 

I  have  the  honor  to  be<  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  DUPONT. 
Rear-Admiral  United  Suuei  Nacy. 
Hon.  GtDBON  Wbllbs,      • 

Secretary  <^  the  Navy,  Waehwgto*. 


Secretary  t^the  Nary  i»  reply  to  Rear-Admiral  DuPont't  Ulttr  of  October  22. 
Navv  Dbpabtmbnt,  November  i,  1863, 
SiB:  Tour  commnmcatioD  dated  " near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  S2d  of  Octo- 
ber," was  received  at  this  department  on  the  27th  ultimo.  This  communica- 
tion pan>ort«  to  be  an  ackuowledgment  of  a  letter  of  the  department  of  the  26th 
of  but  Jtiae,  the  receipt  of  which  you  had  already  acknowledged  several  months 

I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  enter  into  a  controversy  or 
review  of  the  transactions  attending  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  of  April,  nor 
can  I  neglect  public  duties  to  discnsB  your  alleged,  but,  in  my  opinion,  entirely 
imaginary  personal  grievanceB.  Your  prompt  abandonment  of  the  harbor  of 
Charleston  after  a  brief  attack — your  disinclination  to  occupy  the  harbor — your 
declarations  that  the  Monitors  conld  not  remain  there  with  safety — your  doubts 
and  miagivings  in  relation  to  those  vessela — your  opposition  to  a  naval  attack — 
your  omission  to  suggest  or  advise  any  system  of  naval  proceeding — your  con- 
stant compIaintA — the  distmat  that  painfully  pervaded  your  correspondence — 
your  diatreasing  personal  anxiety  about  yourself  that  seemed  to  overshadow 
public  duty — your  assaults  upon  editors  instead  of  assaults  npon  rebel  batteries — # 
yoor  n^lect  of  any  reconnoissance  of  the  harbdV  obstructions,  or  if  such  was 
ever  msdei  your  neglect  to  inform  the  department  of  the  fact — these,  with  the 
querulous  aud  censorious  charges  which  subaeqnently,  during  four  months' 
leieare,  have  been  garnered  up  and  cherished,  and  which  finally  find  expression 
in  your  communication  received  on  the  2Ttb  ultimo,  are,  agreeably  to  your  wish, 
all  on  the  files  of  the  department,  and  the  failure  of  the  7th  of  April  has  become 
history.  In  the  departJuent  also  are  the  records  of  my  despatches  to  which 
yon  have  taken  exception,  in  language  which  is,  if  not  unbecoming  an  officer, 
at  least  so  unusual  that,  though  conned  and  prepared  as  necessair  for  your 
vindication,  it  requires  special  indulgence  lu  order  to  be  permitted  to  be  received 
on  the  public  files. 

Those  despatches  are  not  of  the  character  you  represetit.  "  Insulting  impu- 
tations in  official  defpatches,"  by  whomsoever  made,  are  no  more  excusable 
than  obtrusive  impertinence  and  diliberate  insolence.  Concurring,  as  you  de- 
clare you  do,  with  the  department  that  the  further  discussion  of  the  brief  demr 
onetration  of  the  7th  of  April,  which  you  feared,  and  have  often  declared, 
would,  if  repeated,  result  in  disaster,  yoa  nevertheless,  in  your  leisure,  "near 
'WiImiDg:tan,"  once  more  bring  forward  your  failure  and  your  grievance,  and  de- 
clare you  must  "place  again  on  the  records  of  the  department  my  (your)  indig- 
nant refutation  of  its  renewed  charges." 

Four  months  had  posaed  away  since  I  had  written  you,  except  the  brief 
despatch  of  July  Id,  congratulating  you  on  your  arrival  iu  Delaware— oui  cor- 
respondence had  closed — ^vet  late  in  October  you  forward  an  elaborate  despatch , 
reopening  the  subject,  ano  accusing  me  of  "  renewed  charges."    The  "  impnta- 


264  ASUOBED  TESBEL8. 

tioD  "  that  I  have  ever  made  charges  against  yon  is  as  incorrect  as  that  I W 
"renewed"  them. 

YoQi'  reluctance  to  assail  Snmter  and  occupy  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  tai 
the  anxiety  manifested  to  lustily  withdraw  the  fleet,  veie  facts  which  I  leaned 
with  regret;  bnt,  tfaoagh  I  did  not  concur  \a  your  views,  I  carefitlly  ahstaimd 
from  making  either  "charges"  or  "impntatioas"  Bgainit  yon. 

Difiering  with  yon,  it  was  my  duty  to  expresB  my  opinions,  and  I  did  it  in 
language  and  terms  which  you  do  not  presume  to  qnote  to  sustain  your  ssmt- 
tions.  I  lamented  what  appeared  to  me  an  eiroraor  infirmity  of  judgment,  tod 
the  development  of  views  that  were  in  direct  conflict  with  what  I  had  previously 
supposed  was  onr  united  and  joint  opinion,  and  I  frankly  but  mildly  commmii- 
cated  my  disappointment  on  learning  that  yon  disapproved,  or  claimed  never  to 
have  advised,  the  assault  on  Sumter,  or  the  attempt  to  penetrate  CharleaUiD 
harbor. 

But  while  thus  differing  with  you  and  compelled  to  state  my  opinions,  I  w 
not  nnmindfiil  of  your  ability  and  attainments,  your  topogiapbiral  and  bvdio- 
graphieat  knowledge  of  the  coast,  and  your  professional  experience  and  tamt 
exhibited  not  only  at  Port  Royal,  but  in  the  general  management  of  the  block- 
ade from  the  North  Carolina  boundary  to  Cape  Ganaver^.  Everywhere,  and 
on  all  occasions,  I  awarded  yon  flill  and  cheerful  credit  for  what  you  are,  ud 
what  yon  had  done ;  bnt  because  I  was  sarprieed  and  disappointed  at  you 
&ilure  and  your  conclusions  at  Charleston,  which  it  appeara  was  not  yonr  spe- 
cialty, and  because  I  did  not  wholly  conceal  my  opinions,  yon  accuse  me  of 
making  charges  and  renewing  them.  It  was  no  leas  my  duty  to  inform  yoB 
wherein  we  disagreed,  than  wherein  we  concnrred.  I  knew  that  in  the  antnmB 
of  1862  onr  views  coincided  in  regard  to  assailing  Snmter  and  occupying 
Charleston  harbor;  that  you  then  expected  to  make  that  assault;  that  both  ot 
OS  then  anticipated  its  success,  and  tlmt  we  mntnally  spoke  of  it  as  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  a  snccessfnl  career.  Until  within  a  few  weeks  prior  to  the  attack 
your  letters  were  all  unmistakably  of  that  character,  and  were  calling  for  as- 
sistance for  that  work.  As  the  crisis  approached,  donbta  and  misgivings,  the 
•almost  certain  precursors  of  failure,  began  to  manifest  themselves.  Sach,  bor- 
ever,  was  then  my  confidencA  in  yonr  ability  and  sagacity,  that  I  trusted  and 
believed  yon  would,  resolutely  as  well  as  skilfully,  press  forward  to  the  accon- 
plishment  of  the  object  intrusted  to  you. 

I  expected  that  you  would  proceed  featiessly  and  intelligently,  and  if  not 
with  as  much  preparatory  labor  and  care  as  yon  have  exhibited  in  the  compo- 
sition of  your  late  letters,  certainly  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  service,  ud 
with  the  intention  at  least  of  a  snccessfnl  result.  I  did  not  suppose  that  dmiDg 
the  eighteen  months  yon  had  blockaded  Charleston  vou  were  ignonint  of  the 
true  character  of  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  or  that  when  the  asoavlt  was 
commenced  the  whole  fleet  would  be  compelled  to  huddle  together  witboot 
order  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  but  it  woe  assumed  that  yon  would  have 
some  plan  of  attack ;  that  there  had  been  some  previous  reconnoissance  of  the 
harbor,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  obtained  of  the  submerged  obstructioBS. 

I  waa  disappointed  when  I  learned  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  that  all  the 
vessels  except  yonr  own,  which  waa  not  and  unfortunately  could  not  be  got  near 
the  batteries,  after  a  demonstration  of  less  than  two  hours,  daring  which  the 
Hpnitors  were  subjected  to  a  terrific  fire  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  yonr  tiam 
were  withdrawn,  and  you,  having  taken  a  night's  reflection,  concluded  to  leave 
the  harbor  and  abandon  the  attack.  The  principal  reaaon  assigned  for  tbif 
abandonment  was  the  injury  that  had  been  done  the  Monitors,  and  your  in- 
ability to  renew  the  assauU  in  consequence.  These  vessels,  which  yon  claim  not 
to  have  disparaged,  have  since  been  under  fire  for  about  two  months,  and,  hot  fi>r 
the  submerged  obstmctions  which  yon  treated  lightly,  bnt  of  which  yon  appear 
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to  have  never  obtuned  Mitfaetidc  infonnation,  thej  eonld  ha.ve  gnne  to  the 
vrharres  of  Chsrlefltoa  and  retarned.     No  batteries  could  have  prevented, 

NeverthelesB  yon  imputed  yoor  failore  to  the  Monitors;  von  reported  them 
greatly  injared;  yon  apprehended  they  conld  not  remain  ioside  the  bar  and  ride 
ont  ihe  storm ;  yon  ni^ed  the  renewal  of  the  blockade  off  the  harbor. 

The  resnlta  which  have  since  followed  ;  the  fire  which  the  Monitors  have  anfl- 
tained  for  many  woeks;  the  safety  with  which  for  months  they  have  rode  ont 
gales  inside  the  bar;  the  much  more  stringent  efficiency  of  the  blockade  with 
Uie  Iransidefl  and  Monitors  innide,  than  it  ever  was  while  the  vessels  were  ont- 
aide,  have  confirmed  me  in  the  belief  that  the  Honiton  were  not  solely  nor  even 
mainly  responsible  for  the  failure  of  the  7tb  of  April. 

Ton  complain  becatise  I  did  not  acknowledge  your  preliminary  despatch  of 
the  6th,  sent  forward  by  Commander  Rbind  in  the  Flambean.  In  this  yon  seem 
Btnuigely  oblivions  of  my  despatch  of  the  11th  of  April,  written  and  forwarded 
immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  your  failure  through  rebel  eonrcee.  con- 
firmed by  telegram  from  Fortress  Monroct  informing  us  of  the  arrival  of  tho 
F1ambe«n  at  Hampton  Boads  with  tidings  of  the  demonstration  of  the  7th. 
Ton  were  in  that  despatch  promptly  advised  of  the  views  of  the  President  and 
the  department  in  relation  to  a  "renewed  attack"  and  continued  operations,  for 
the  brief  demonstraticm  of  the  7th  was  at  first  regarded  by  uB  as  a  mere  recon- 
Doianance  or  preliminary  attack,  to  be  followed  up  by  more  decisive  action. 

When  Commander  Rbind  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  12th  he  bronght  little 
if  any  new  intelligence,  and  I  had  nothing  to  say  in  addition  to  my  despatch 
of  the  11th,  which  had  anticipated  your  formal  communication.  Nor  am  I  aware 
that  there  were  any  means  of  immediate  conveyance  had  I  made  a  formal  ac- 
knotrledg^ent  of  your  brief  report,  for  there  was  no  regular  communication. 

The  despatch  of  the  llth,  which  you  received  on  the  16th,  put  you  in  po»- 
sesaioti  of  the  views  of  the  government  after  the  attack  of  the  7th  was  known, 
without  delaying  to  communicate  till  notice  was  formally  received  and  acknow- 

I  did  not  communicate  with  yon  further  on  the  subject,  for  I  was  in  daily  and 
faonrly  expectation  of  hearing  from  yon  as  to  the  prosecution  of  the  attack. 
That  yon  had  wholly  neglected  to  inform  yourself  of  the  submerged  harbor 
obatnictions  I  was  unwilling  to  believe,  and  yet  I  had  no.  assurance  on  that 
point.  Waiting  for  developments  and  suggestions  which  your  opportnnitiea, 
official  position,  and  long  experience  on  the  coast  authorized  you  to  make,  and 
which  were  a  part  of  your  duty,  days  wasted,  and  no  communication  from  you 
aa  to  an  attack  or  fotnra  operations  was  received.  Your  detailed  report,  when 
tranamitted,  waa  soon  followed  by  another  and  more  ponderous  document,  but, 
to  my  regret  and  surprise,  neither  of  them  brought  any  more  information  or  any 
soggestion  of  any  plan  of  naval  operations  looking  to  its  accomplishment. 
Yoor  report,  consisting  of  eight  pages,  and  its  accompaniments,  expatiated  on 
alleged  deficiencies  of  the  irou^clads  and  their  injuries.  I  regretted  that  the 
report  was  not  such  a  plain  narrative  of  the  atUick,  unconnected  with  other 
topics,  as  to  justify  its  publication,  but  the  account  was  so  interwoven  with  com- 

Elaints  of  the  feebleness  and  inefficiency  of  the  vewets  that  its  publication  would 
ave  been  impolitic  and  injurious.  There  was  no  necessity  to  have  exposed  the 
deficiency  of  the  vessels  to  the  rebels,  even  if  as  great  as  represented.  Only 
one  object  was  to  be  gahed  by  such  exposure  or  exaggeration,  and  that  was  to 
place  die  entire  failure  on  the  Monitors.  The  tone  which  pervaded  your  report 
and  despatches  was  by  no  means  encouraging,  hut  the  reverse.  Yon  had  evi- 
dently no  enthusiasm  or  zeal  for  operations  in  Oharleston  harbor,  but  advised  a 
Tctnm  to  the  outside  blockade. 

The  most  elaborate  as  well  as  the  most  extended  of  all  your  despatches,  how- 
ever, at  that  interesting  and  exciting  period  when  the  government  and  the  whole 
eonntiy  were  intent  upon  yonr  action,  and  sympathudng  with  you  in  your  udn- 
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onfl  labors  and  reeponsibilides,  was  the  ponderons  docnmeiit  of  the  22d  of  Apnl. 
Not  baring  been  encouraged  hj  your  report  or  preTiona  deepatehes,  I  anlici- 
pated  that  tbis  document  would  contain  a  well  matured  plan  of  operations,  ud 
tnraed  to  it  wttb  high  expectation,  bat,  to  my  amazement.  I  found  it  coneined 
of  fourteen  foolscap  pagee,  which  yon  had  prepared  in  that  excited  period,  com- 
plaining of  and  criticieiug  a  newspaper  article  which  commented  with  tme 
sfaarpaese  on  what  tha  writer  considered  the  errors  of  the  serenth  of  April  ud 
the  mistake  iu  haatily  withdrawing  the  fleet. 

That  an  officer  with  luch  important  tniBts  confided  to  him— the  whole  conntiy 
interested  in  the  results  of  bis  labors,  and  skill-and  bravery — the  world  itself  i 
spectator  of  his  acts — should  at  such  a  period  so  waste  bis  time  as  to  write  foiu- 
teen  fiill  pages  of  personal  defence  and  justification  against  newspaper  rematks— 
berating  and  censuring  others — was  as  pitiable  as  it  was  astonishing.  I  caafeK 
that,  while  as  ready  as  ever  to  award  you  abilities  of  a  certain  deecriptioii,  1 
from  that  moment  became  satisfied  that  yon  would  never  reduce  Fort  Snmta 
nor  capture  Charleston.  Still,  remembering  the  eervicefl  yon  had  rendered, 
acknowledging  your  abilities  in  the  sphere  where  your  nsefnlnees  bad  been 

f  roved,  and  disposed  to  kindly  I'egard  your  failure  as  an  unavoidable  infimilj, 
worded  my  despatches  iu  language  as  mildly  ezpresstve  of  my  diflafpoiD^ 
meat  as  I  conld  frame.  This  forbearance  of  the  department  you  have  stnu^ly 
misconstrued,  and,  af^r  four  months'  deliberation,  you  come  forward  and  N«k 
to  reopen  the  closed  correspondence  in  order  to  manifest  your  latent  iudignatioii 
by  denooncing  my  mild  expressions  as  "insulting  imputations"  and  "gnn 
wrongs."  Undonbtedly  more  terse  and  explicit  language  jnight  have  been  used, 
bat  to  you,  I  apprehend,  it  would  have  oeen  much  less  satisfactory.  It  hu 
evidently  never  occurred  to  voa  that  the  delays  and  &ilnres  at  Charleston  wen 
in  any  degree  imputable  to  the  infinni^es  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

You  disapproved  of  the  occupancy  of  the  harbor,  yet  I  am  not  awan  that 
you  ever  caused  or  attempted  to  hare  a  reconnoissanco  of  the  obstmctiooi  or  aa 
examination  of  the  harbor  made  before  the  attack,  nor  am  I  aware  that  yoa 
have  ever  ofiered  an  excuse  for  this  omission.  After  the  attack  was  made  yoa 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  Ironsides— dissatisfied  with  the  Monitors-^ issatisfied 
with  Chief  Engineer  Stimers,  against  whom  you  prepared  charges  and  de«i«d 
that  he  might  be  arrested  and  sent  to  you  for  trial,  he  having  expressed  bis  eat- 
prise  that  yon  should  abandon  the  assault  on  bo  britjf  an  effort — dissadsfied  wiih 
Surgeon  Kerahner,  whom  yon  court-martialed  for  a  similar  offence — dissatisfied 
with  Mr.  Fulton,  the  special  agent  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  for  bis  criti- 
cisms  on  your  movements  and  acts — dissatisfied  with  the  President  for  his  tele- 
gram, and  dissatisfied  with  the  department  for  not  more  promptly  and  fonoally 
acknowledging  and  publishing  your  reports. 

If  these  complaints  and  reports,  wherein  the  admiral  of  the  squadron  devotrd 
so  large  a  portion  of  his  time  to  his  personal  matters  and  bo  litUe  towards  mar- 
shalling his  force  for  the  occupation  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  the  capture 
of  the  city,  were  not  received  with  the  patience  to  which  they  were  entitled,  n 
was  my  misfortune.  I  do  not  deny  that  it  would  have  been  more  aceeptaUe 
to  the  department  to  have  witnessed  the  zeal  manifested  in  hunting  down  oewa- 
paper  editors,  engineers,  and  surgeons,  directed  against  rebel  enemies  and  to  ibe 
destruction  of  their  works. 

It  is  not  my  object  to  review  or  criticise  your  acts  and  doings,  nor  to  consider 
other  points  uian  those  which  you  in  this  elaborate  and  studied  document  have 
again  obtruded  upon  the  department  after  four  months'  rumination.  The  expedi- 
tion to  Ogeechee  and  assault  on  Fort  McAllister,  which  you  again  refer  to.  was  not 
each  an  exhibition  of  tact  and  strat^y  as  to  hare  commended  itself  to  mj 
iadgmentj  yet,  you  having  deemed  it  expedient,  I  did  not  object  to  or  erea 
criticise  it.  That  it  gave  you  more  confidence  in  the  Monitora  in  swne  re«pect 
70s  admit ;  but  it  is  obrioue  your  doubts  and  prejudices  were  not  lenoved.    If 
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they  did  not  inspire  you  with  conficienee  and  reliance,  you  C4Migratnlate  yoonelf 
with  the  infonoatioa  yoa  acqaired.  Did  it  ever  occur  tn  yon  that  the  informa- 
tion which  the  rebels  derived  from  that  experience  was  infinitely  more  valuable 
to  them  than  any  that  yon  ohtained  waa  to  yon  1  When  they  beheld  the  invnl- 
nerability  of  the  Uooitora,  they  were  conviDced  that  no  batteries  could  prevent 
the  iDgresB  of  tboae  veaBela  to  Charleston,  and  that  the  defence  of  the  city  nmst 
be  the  enbmeiged  obatmctioiiB.  How  much  the  obstnictions  may  have  been  in- 
creased, and  the  defence  of  the  place  strengthened,  in  aoneeqnence  of  the  inform- 
atioD  so  obtained  by  them,  no  reconnoiasance  or  exploration  of  yours  has  ever 
informed  na.  If  there  was  not  entire  coincidence  of  views  between  yon  and 
the  department  nntil  within  a  brief  period  preceding  the  attack,  your  viewa 
weregreatlymisspprehended,  not  only  oy  myself,  bothy  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
with  whom  yon  held  free  unofficial  correapondence. 

Not  nntil  after  the  7th  of  April  was  I  aware  of  your  disinclination  to  enter  oi 
occupy  the  harbor  and  eaconnter  Sumter.  The  batteries,  the  storms,  the  anchor- 
age, Uie  rebel  irou-clads,  the  torpedoea,  were  your  appreheniion,  but  the  snb- 
niei^ged  ol^tractiona  you  treated  lightly,  although  they  gave  disquiet  to  the 
department,  which  could  obtain  no  certain  informadou  from  you  in  r^ard  to 
them.  Toa  may  have  exercised  a  cautions  tuA  wary  reserve  in  withholding 
"advice"  on  the  subject  of  the  sasault,  but  the  tenor  of  your  despatches  left 
me  in  no  doubt  of  your  opinion,  while  your  conversations  and  private  corre- 
spondence were  explicit. 

'Phat  your  failure  disappoiuted  me  I  did  not  conceal,  but  frankly  stated,  not> 
however,  io  "  harab  language  "  or  "  unjust  reproaches."  Your  anxiety  to  leave 
the  harbor  and  abandon  naval  demonstrationB  iu  that  direction  disappointed  me 
more  than  your  failure.  For  a  long  period  the  department  bad  exerted  itself 
assidnously  to  stTengthen  your  command,  bad  given  you  its  efficient  vessels, 
sometimes  at  the  expense  of  other  squadrons.  It  was  for  the  admiral  to  inspire 
all  with  his  opioions  and  resolution,  and  to  give  direction  to  all.  That  direc- 
tion was,  however,  to  withdraw  after  a  single,  brief,  confused  attack,  in  which 
one  man  was  killed. 

The  detailed  report  waa  a  deplorable  representation  of  injuries  to  the  Moni- 
tors, followed  by  expressed  dissatisfaction  because  the  account  which  decried 
them  was  not  prompUy  acknowledged  and  published  to  the  world.  There  was 
a  manifest  determination  to  fasten  whatever  weakness  existed  on  the  vessels. 
Fortunately  they  have  vindicated  their  own  reputation  from  this  hasty  condem- 
nation, by  months  of  endurance  through  storm  and  fire  which  the  commander- 
in-chief  declared  they  could  not  sustain. 

You  do  not  scruple  to  cha^e  upon  the  department  harsh  language  and  unjust 
i«proaches,  yet  nowhera  in  the  correspondence  to  which  you  refer  aro  they  to 
be  found,  nor  am  I  conscious  of  ever  having  entertained  an  unkind  thought 
towards  yon  to  provoke  them,  even  when  lamenting  what  appeared  to  me  your 
errors.  In  the  overwhelming  pressure  of  great  events,  and  measures  of  deep 
public  concernment,  my  language  may  have  been  unstudied,  but  never  inten- 
tionally offensive.  Nor  did  any  intimation  of  "wounding  words"  ever  escape 
yon  in  the  day  when  these  occurrences  transpired.  There  were  regrets,  disap- 
pointments, and  differences  of  opinions,  that  were  sufficiently  painfnl  without 
the  addition  of  "harsh  language,"  "unjust  reproaches,"  or  "wounding  words." 
I  had  given  yon  my  willing  confidence,  and  supposed  there  was  entire  fiank- 
neas  and  sincerity  between  na,  nor  was  I  undeceived  until  after  the  7tb  day  <^ 
April,  when  yon  informed  me  that  demonstration  was  "a  measure  you  never 
advised."  Until  that  declaration  I  had  never  suspected  any  want  of  concert  or 
candor.  In  the  same  communication  you  indicated  a  general  non- concurrence 
in  the  views  of  the  President  and  of  the  department ;  said  that  yon  had  "  with- 
drawn the  iron-clsds  from  the  very  insecure  anchorage  inside  the  bar;"  spoke  of 
the  "  great  peril  of  their  being  lost  on  Morris  island  beach;"  asserted  that  "their 
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ground  t&cklmg  bos  been  found  to  be  icsTifficient;"  dwelt  on  "tbe  Berioni  bjmy 
Baetained  by  the  HonitorB,"  bnt  stated  you  would  "  get  tbem  inside  Cboriestoa 
bar  vith  all  despatch,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  President;"  tbongfat 
it  your  "duty,  nowever,  to  state  to  the  department  that  this  will  be  attended 
with  great  risk  to  these  Tessels  from  the  gales  whicb  prevail  at  this  season,  and 
from  the  continuous  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  they  can  neither  nlcoee 
Dor  prevent  the  erection  of  new  ones."  These  are  but  paits  of  that  despatch, 
Dot  to  dwell  on  others  equally  cenBorions,  indicating  disagreement  with  the  pic- 
TioBS  policy  Hnd  nnderstanding — distruBt  and  discontent — and  conclndmg  with 
yont  "  request  that  the  department  will  not  hesitate  to  rdieve  me  by  any  offictr 
who  ia  more  able  tv  execute  that  service  in  which  I  have  had  the  nuafortone  to 
fiuL" 

This  letter  was  written  on  the  16th  of  April,  immediately  after  receiving  my 
despatch  of  the  1  Ith,  directing  renewed  operations,  and  before  there  had  oeeo 
time  &ir  formal  acknowledgment  of  your  communication  of  the  8th,  and  in  bet 
Bsperseding  its  neceesity.  Thenceforward,  ontil  yon  were  relieved,  1  wm 
painfully  impressed  with  the  want  of  earnest  seal  and  enthusiasiB,  the  lad:  of 
vigor,  the  omission  to  make  su^iestions,  and  the  absence  of  will  and  energy  and 
resolute  determination  to  carry  forward  the  vast  operations  intrusted  to  yoo. 
Tour  reqaeat  to  be  relieved  was  not  an  anmeaning  or  unimportant  ezpreeeion. 
Uttered  as  it  was  at  a  critical  period  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  with  active  ope- 
rations in  pro^sB,  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  it.  Taken  in  eonnexxa 
with  the  coanged  tone  of  your  correBpondence,  and  the  declaration  that  yen 
"  never  advised"  the  measure,  with  the  coasequences  that  might  follow,  a  respon- 
Bibility  devolved  upon  the  department  and  the  government,  firom  that  reqocft 
asd  your  evident  discontent,  that  could  not  be  enided. 

The  whole  condition  of  aflbire,  with  your  changed  opinionB  and  feelings.  w«i 
deliberately  considered,  and  contribnted  to  delay  Uie  acknowledgment  and  replj 
to  your  detailed  report.  I  was  ansions  io  know  whether  tbia  request  to  be 
idieved  could  be  considered  a  mere  momeotary  impulse,  and  waited  fnrtber 
developments  on  that  point,  aa  well  as  in  regard  to  yonr  views  and  jdam  (w 
Attacking  Gharlestan.  Bat  instead  of  plans  and  snggesttons  for  naval  opera- 
tiouB  such  as  I  looked  for  and  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  admiral  in  coto- 
mand,  there  came  the  dissertation  of  fotuteen  pages  complaining  of  a  newspapei 
article,  and  exhibiting  a  sensitive  tenderness  of  what  concemed  yourself  per- 
sonally. What  action  could  I  take  or  what  coniee  ptmne,  when  the  officer  who 
had  been  selected  for  this  important  command  was  at  this  crisis  engaged  in  ■ 
newspaper  dispute,  compldning  of  his  Iriends  and  reqneeting  to  be  reiieved  I 
Disappointed  Uiat  you,  at  the  period  when  tbe  government  h^  a  right  to  rely 
upon  you  moBt,  should  seem  so  indifferent  to  tbe  public  necessities,  so  solkitou 
fi>r  yourself,  the  department  was  embarrassed,  but  yet  retained  a  lingoing  k^ 
that  you  woald  foel  sufficient  interest  to  suggest  some  plan  for  proseeuting  nam 
operations.  When,  however,  weeks  passM,  and  nothing  substantia]  was  re- 
ceived, but  the  apathy  or  indifference  continued,  yon  were  finally  reUered  ia 
June.  Alluding  to  tfacBe  matters  and  yonr  neglect  or  omiseion  to  snggeei  a 
plan  of  operations,  and  to  the  request  that  I  m^e  in  my  letter  <rf  the  I4th  of 
May,  specially  inviting  you  to  communicate  yoor  views  to.  the  departoient,  yoi 
say  ;  "  Before  it  could  receive  my  reply,  giving  a  detailed  plan  of  operatioBe. 
the  department  relieved  me."  That  relief  was  not  unsolicited ;  but  had  it  ben 
given  without  request  of  any  kind  from  you — had  you  been  earnest  and  dUigat 
in  carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  government,  and  had  all  the  imagiiwry  wrtap 
which  you  conceive  yourself  to  have  suffered  been  real,  was  it  ri^t  for  yon,  t» 
so  officer  and  a  patriot,  after  being  specially  invited  to  submit  yonr  views,  lo 
withhold  from  your  goveroment  and  country  any  "  detuled  plan  of  opeiatioiu'' 
which  your  abilities  and  long  experience  had  enabled  you  to  form  1  Theie  i»  t 
patriotiBm  that  leads  to  self-sacrifice,  and  causes  one  to  forget  personal  wno&gs  ia 
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derrotioo  to  his  country.  If  von  really  had  in  your  miud  a  "  detailed  plan  of 
operatiooe,"  could  any  penonal  conHidemtion  or  private  grieft,  real  or  imaginaryt 
induca  yoa  to  suppreu  and  withhold  it  from  that  eoveniinent  which  had  bo  hon- 
ored and  trusted  yon,  and  to  which  yon  were  under  so  many  and  great  obliga- 
tioas  1  If  eo,  I  mnet  say  that  yon  were  not  relieved  one  moment  too  boou.  And 
here  let  me  Bay,  that  the  plan  of  operatiooB  to  which  yon  refer  as  already  exist 
ing  in  yonr  mind,  being  the  resnllB  of  obBervationB  derived  from  eighteen  montfaa' 
experience,  and,  as  you  intimate,  ready  to  be  communicated,  is  still  withheld. 

Von  not  only  disavow  advising  the  operations  on  Charleston,  bnt  have  taken 
special  occasion  to  say  there  was  non-concurrence  of  views  between  yourself 
and  the  AssiBtant  Secretary.  In  saying  this  you  profess  not  to  understand  the 
clAracter  of  the  mission  of  that  gentleman  for  the  relief  of  Sumter  in  1861, 
and  to  be  ignorant  of  his  making  more  than  one  visit  to  Charleston.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  I  ehonld  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  confidential  trust  which 
the  Preeident  inetitated  to  succor  the  umiahing  garrison  at  that  time.  But  tke 
AssifltaDt  Secretary  had  made  himself  so  familiar  with  the  harbor  and  defencea 
that  you  communicated  and  advised  with  him  freely  and  unofficially  in  r^ard 
to  opeistious.  If,  as  you  remark,  his  visit  in  1861  did  not  "  make  him  familiar 
irith  all  the  points  of  fortifications,"  he  knew  enough  of  them  to  entertain  no 
apprefaeaeion  of  their  preventing  the  passage  of  the  Uonitois.  But  while  the 
batteries  are  powerless  to  those  vesseU,  the  submerged  obstructions  may  be 
formidable  and  dangerous.  These  are  really  the  present  chief  and  almost  only 
defences  of  Charleston  against  apnrely  navalattau.and  yet  you  always  treated 
those  obetructious  lightly  and  as  of  little  acconut.  If,  from  the  want  of  accurate 
information,  you  underestimated  them  before  the  demonstration  of  the  7th  of 
April,  the  Bubsequent  omission  to  obtain  the  facts  and  report  to  the  department 
exbibits  a  want  of  vigilance  that  was  not  to  have  been  expected  from  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  hod  been  eigfateen  months  on  the  coast,  commencing  before 
there  were  any  submerged  obstructions  to  be  overcome. 

As  yon  express  your  surprise  at,  and  your  inability  to  comprehend,  the  trust 
confided  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  in  1861,  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  embodying  his  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  also  frtm 
Uentenant  General  Scott,  when  commissioned  to  convey  supplies  to  the  famish- 
ing garrison  in  Fort  Somter.  Unfortunately  the  bombardment  of  Sumter  had 
commenced  before  the  supplies  arrived,  and  he  was  compelled,  as  yon  are  pleased 
lo  remind  us,  to  witness  the  surrender  of  the  fortress  without  being  able  to  re- 
lieve the  garrison.  Fon  will  also  find  appended  extracts  from  your  private  and 
onofficial  letters  to  him,  alluded  to  in  your  late  communication,  and  also  to  Com- 
mander Wise,  which  may  serve  to  refresh  your  memory  as  to  the  views  and 
feelings  which  you  actually  entertained  at  the  time  they  were  written  in  regard 
to  operations,  if  yon  did  not  officially  "  advise"  them. 

X  most  also  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two  official  despatches,  not  supposing 
that  there  were  differences  between  us  in  regard  to  the  operationa  which, 
since  your  &ilure,  you  say  yon  never  "  advised."  I  did  not  scan  your  despatches 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  huw  tar  and  to  what  extent  you  were  committed  to 
the  undertaking.  On  my  part  there  were  no  reserves ;  and  if  there  were  any  on 
yours,  to  them  uerbaps  may  oe  attribated  mnch  of  your  difficulty.  Uy  despatches 
were  frank  and  ex^icit  On  the  6th  of  January  I  wrote  yon  that  "the  Nev 
Ironsides,  I*assaic,  Montauk,  Patapsco,  and  Weehawken,  iron-clads,  have  been 
ordered  to,  and  ore  now  tm  the  way,  to  join  your  command,  to  enable  you  to 
enter  the  harbor  of  Charleston  snd  demand  the  surrender  of  its  defences,  or 
suffer  the  conseqiieuces  of  a  refusal." 

There  certainly  was  no  question  as  to  the  views  of  the  department  in  this 
despatch  ;  and  If  yon  did  not  advise  the  measure,  the  fact  that  yon  did  not  inti- 
mate a  doubt  or  make  an  adverse  suggestion,  permitlcd  me  to  draw  no  Other 
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inference  than  thnt  Ton  conctirred.    It  was,  indeed,  in  confbnnity  witli  ill  our 
previoos  anderetanding  and  preparation. 

Yoa,  yonnelf,  wrote  on  the  24th  of  Janoan^  that,  "The  department  is  awme 
that  I  hare  never  sfaronk  from  any  reepotiBibility  which  circnmstancea  called 
for,  nor  deeired  to  place  any  fkilnre  of  mine  on  othen.  But  the  interats  io- 
volved  ID  the  sncceee  or  failtire  of  the  undertaking  strike  me  as  bo  momentoot 
to  the  nation  at  home  and  abroad  at  this  particular  period,  that  I  am  confideat  it 
will  require  no  urging  from  roe  to  induce  the  department  to  put  at  my  di?p<»il 
every  meana  in  its  power  to  insure  sncceea,  especially  by  sending  additiontl 
iron-clads,  if  possible,  to  those  mentioned  in  yonr  despatch,  llie  army  ii  not 
ready  for  even  the  limited  co-operation  it  can  give,  though  anxiona  to  rei^ 
any  assistance." 

If  this  was  not  advising  the  measure,  it  was  in  concert  with  it.  True  it  it 
that  four  days  later,  on  the  28th  of  January,  yon  made  some  allusions  of  a  pre- 
cautionary character,  and  which  may  have  Deen  intended  to  intimate  more  thMi 
waa  expreaaed.  But  on  the  31st  of  January  you  were  advised  that,  "The  de- 
partment does  not  desire  to  urge  an  attack  upon  Charleston  with  inadequate 
means,  and  if,  after  careful  examination,  you  deem  the  number  of  iron-ckoB  in- 
sufficient to  render  the  capture  of  that  port  reasonably  certain,  it  must  be  aban- 
doned." But  it  was  not  abandoned,  nor  was  there  any  intimation  it  should  be. 
and  it  was  consequently  taken  for  granted  that  yon  "advised"  the  measure. 

Yon  were  further  informed  in  the  same  despatch  that,  "  The  department  i*  not 
acqnainted  with  the  harbor  obstructions  constmcted  by  the  rebels,  and  therefow 
cannot  advise  with  you  in  regard  to  these  obstacles.  If  they  are  not  considerfd 
sufficient  to  prevent  yonr  entrance,  it  is  not  believed  possible  for  the  rebels  to 
prevent  your  success  with  all  otLer  means  combined."  On  this  point  the  depart- 
ment has  not  changed  its  views.  But,  nnfbrtunately,  you  ttiiled  to  infbnn  yont- 
self  in  regard  to  the  obstructions;  or  if  you  had  accurate  knowledge  of  them,  it 
has  been  withheld  from  the  department. 

Although  trespassing  on  time  that  I  cannot  well  spore,  I  have,  indnced  br 
yonr  extraordinary  letter,  read  over  the  correspondence  to  which  you  have  taken 
these  tat«  exceptions,  and  I  perceive  therein  nothing  to  jnstify  the  accnsatinnj 
and  complaints,  which,  in  closing  the  snbject,  I  ronet  be  permitted  to  say,  are  u 
unworthy  of  yon  as  they  are  nnjuat  to  the  department. 
Very  respectfiilly, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  tie  Nary. 

RearA^dminl  S.  F.  DrPoNT, 

year  Wilmington,  Ddavare. 


[Enclotures  to  the  foreg^ing^  letter.] 

Naty  Dbpabtmbnt,  Noeemher  S,  1863. 

Sib  :  Bear-Admiral  DnPont's  despatch,  dated  near  Wilmington,  October  U, 
alluded  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  t)ie  correspondence  had 
with  him,  which  being  private  and  unofficial,  has  no  place  on  the  record. 

As  it  is  the  evident  wish  of  the  admiral  that  that  portion  which  relates  to  tie 
contemplated  attack  upon  Charleston  should  be  before  you,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  extracts  bearing  upon  the  subject,  including  one  from  a  note  of  the  sJ- 
miral  to  Commander  Wise, 

So  much  surprise  is  expressed  by  the  admiral  at  my  having  commanded  to 
expedition  which  "witnessed"  the  bombaidment  of  Sumtei  in  April,  I86I,  thit 
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I  append  herewith  the  order  of  honorable  Simon  Oameron,  Secretary  of  War, 
under  which  I  acted ;  also  an  order  of  lieutenant  General  Winficld  Scott. 
Very  reepectAiUy, 

a.  V.  FOX,  Auutant  Secretary. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

PrivaU  letter  dated  Septemher  12, 1862. 

Several  reports  have  reached  ub  wliich  interest  me,  that  you  contemplated 
some  attack  on  Charleston,  Fleaae  not  give  orderi  without  previouBly  hearing 
trom  me.  This  is  too  aeriouB  a  matter,  and  too  much  involved  in  a  failure,  not 
to  be  maturely  coneidered. 

I  feel  too  aure  of  ultimate  Bucceaa  to  hesitate  to  check  premature  action. 


Extract  from  private  letter,  dated  January  8, 1863. 

*  *  *  We  have  a  good  deal  of  mformation  from  Norria.  No  obafructiona 
to  apeak  of,  but  the  two  iron-clads  are  formidable,  and  tiey  toy  140  gune  can 
be  brought  to  bear  on  an  approaching  veaael,  and  have  not  the  slighteat  appre- 


Extraet  from  private  letter  dated  January  10,  1863. 

*    *    *     Morria,  whom  we  took,  repreeenta  the  Charleston  iron-clada  t 
raj  formidable  in  everything  but  motive  power.     •     •     • 


Extract  from  privaU  letter  dated  Fehruary  25,  18fi3. 

*    *     *     The  ammunition  ii  all  received,  and  we  are  working  steadily  in  ref-  ■ 
tresce  to  its  proper  and  available  distribution.    The  Ordnance  Bureau  has  done 
wonders  for  ua  in  this  line.     •     •     • 

The  experiment — for  it  is  nothing  else,  (the  trying  of  200  gnns  with  20) — is  too 
momentous  to  be  trifled  with.  You  must  therefore  he  patient  until  we  are 
ready.  Bette*  be  Bucceasful  in  March  than  faU  in  February.  I  am  auiprised 
you  believe  for  a  moment  that  we  could  be  humbugged  into  a  tiege.  *  *  * 
There  ia  another  battery  going  up  nearer  Cumminga's  Point,  bo  we  ahall  have 
to  knock  thia  over,  as  well  as  Foit  Wagner,  to  win  our  harbor  and  get  our  own 
We  of  operations.  To  keep  up  the  supply  of  ammunition  in  these  yeaselB  re- 
quires great  preparation  and  system.  •  •  «  '^e  are  up  and  doing. 
A'othing  will  be  wanting  on  our  part,  if  it  pleases  Qod  to  give  us  the  day. 


Extract  from  private  letter  dated  March  2,  1863. 

*  •  •  While  I  thank  you  for  your  great  efforts,  I  think  it  right  to  eay 
that  the  limit  of  my  wante  in  the  way  of  iron-cladB  is  the  capacity  of  the  de- 
partment to  supply  them.  *  *  *  If  yon  send  me  all  yon  can,  I  can  ask  no 
more.  •  •  *  Morris  island  has  been  covered  with  batteriea,  when  we 
hare  to  win  oni  harbor  and  establish  our  naval  base.    *    ■    *  .~~  . 
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ExcQsfl  me,  but  I  conld  not  bat  inule  at  joai  grand  plsn  of  B&iling  in  skotlj 
on  onr  frieodB.  There  is  noqaeetion  about  what  the  reeult  would  be,  ud  beu 
70a  Ba,j  it  would;  but,  my  fhend,  70a  have  to  get  then.  We  will  do  it  if  it 
can  be  done:  I  think  w«  ahtll  have  to  batter  and  pound  beyond  any  pitcedent 
in  history.    *    •    • 

Memorandum  dated  March  7,  ]  863. 

The  conclnsion  to  be  drawn  Trom  the  very  valuable  practice  at  Fort  McAItii- 
ter  is,  that  none  of  the  15-incb  guna  can  be  worked  for  more  than  a  day'g  fi^t 
without  reptura.  The  attack  on  ChorleBtou  may  take  a  week  before  any  fiiul 
result  is  reached.  Four  Monitors  have  attacked  Fort  McAllister.  Of  these  two 
got  aground,  two  had  their  concusaion  boxes  injured,  one  had  ber  15-ioch  gun- 
carriage  injured,  one  was  injnred  by  a  torpedo,  and  one  by  a  bombshell,  without 
takmg  a  Beven-gnn  fort.  Fart  only  of  those  vessels  which  go  into  the  fight  u 
Charleston  will  be  efficient  at  the  end  of  it,  and  part,  therefore,  of  the  attacking 
force  must  take  the  city. 

Then  Dahlgren  gives  the  life  of  hia  gun  at  300.  That  will  never  answer,  I 
think.     Wehadbetter  have  IL-inch.     •     •     • 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Port  Royal  dated  January  16,  1863. 

•  •  •  In  reference  to  the  former  it  would  appear,  if  we  can  rely  npon 
recent  statementa — what  I  cared  as  much  for  and  more  than  forte,  (obetractiona}— 
we  are  in  a  measure  relieved.  The  depth  of  water,  a  gale  or  two,  and  eotne 
spring  tides,  have  removed  the  great  mass  of  them,  well  conetracted  as  they 
were — five  fonrteen.incb  timbera,  hooped  with  iron,  with  iron  points  or  heel  10 
sink  them,  then  fastened  together  by  a  chain  cable  about  t«n  feet  apart,  with  t 
tnrpedo  huog  to  the  festoons. 

They  are  still  at  work  on  the  defences,  however,  and  the  nnmber  of  fixt^ 
and  guns  is  simply  fabulous.  My  comfort  and  hope  is,  that  with  onr  experience 
and  study  of  eighteen  months  on  the  coast,  we  can  apply  whatever  means  an 
famished  for  the  end  desired,  abont  as  well  as  most  people.    -*     *     * 

War  DBPASTMEIfT, 

Waahingtom,  April  4,  1861. 
81R :  It  having  been  determined  to  succor  Fort  Sumter,  yon  have  been  se- 
lected for  this  important  duty.  Accordingly  yon  will  take  charge  of  tfae  tnni- 
ports  provided  in  New  York,  having  the  troops  and  supplies  on  board,  to  tte 
entrance  of  Charleston  harbor,  and  endeavor,  in  the  first  instance,  to  deliver  ike 
BubeiBtence.  If  you  are  opposed  in  this  you  are  directed  to  report  the  fact  U 
the  senior  naval  officer  off  the  harbor,  who  will  be  instmcted  by  the  Seeietair 
of  the  Navy  to  use  his  entire  force  to  open  a  passage,  when  yon  will,  if  poaai- 
ble,  effect  an  entrance  and  place  both  the  troops  and  supplies  in  Fort  Somtci- 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Secretary^  War. 
Captun  G.  V.  Fox,  WaekiMgtm. 

HSADttUARTBRa  OF  THE  AEMV, 

WaekimgtoH,  Apnl  4.  1861. 
Sir;  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  yon  by  Captain  G.  V.  Fox,  ex-offioer  of 
the  navy,  and  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  as  well  as  posaeflsed  of  exBaor^- 
'  nary  nautiotl  abUi^.    He  i»  cba^ed  by  high  authority  hei«  wiUt  tlM  oommud 
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of  an  expedition  (UDder  cover  of  ccrtaiu  ehips-of-w&r)  wlicMie  object  is  to  re-en- 
furc<;  Fort  Sututtr. 

To  embark  witli  Captain  Fox,  you  will  cjiuae  a  detachmuut*  of  recniitfl,  eay 
about  two  hundred,  lo  oo  immediately  orgauized  at  Fort  Columbui),  with  a  com- 
pirtent  number  of  oScere,  army  ammanition,  and  eubeiBtcnce.  A  large  BurploB 
ot  the  latter,  indei-ii  as  great  aa  tliovei^scls  of  the  txpuilitioii  will  take,  with  other 
neceaaaiiea,  will  bu  needed  for  the  augmented  garriiion  of  Fort  Sumter.  The 
Bubeistence  and  other  supplies  should  be  aeaorrtid  like  those  whicli  were  provided 
by  you  and  Captain  Ward,  of  the  navy,  fbr  a  former  expedition. 

CoDDult  Capbtin  Fox  and  Major  Eaton  on  the  aubject,  and  give  all  neceseaiy 
orders  in  my  name  to  fit  ont  the  expedition,  except  that  the  hiring  of  the  veseel 
will  be  If^ft  to  others. 

Some  fuel  must  be  shipped,  oil,  artillery  implemeolB,  fuses,  cordage,  alow- 
matcfa,  mechanical  levers,  and  guna.  Sec,  Sec,  should  also  be  put  on  board. 

Cousult  alao,  if  necessary,  (confidentially,)  Colonel  Tompkins  and  Major 
Thornton. 

Respeclftilly,  yours. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Lieat.  Col.  H.  L  ScoTT, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Sfr.,  ^e. 


Journal  of  Svrgeoit  Mariut  Duval: 

15.  8.  Snrp  New  iRoNetDRS,  opp  Charlkston  Bab. 

April  24,  IK63. — The  attack  on  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Charleston  harbor  is 
t>till  the  subject  for  I'cflection  and  conversation,  but  the  discusaiou  upon  it  is  not 
conducted  with  coolness.     An  angry  partisan  feeling  has  been  started  here,     Ur. 

Stinaers  has  been  assailed ;  (Japtain will  cowhide  him  if  he  says  or  does 

#o  and  so.  The  Monitors  are  decried,  wooden  vessels  are  put  in  invidious  com- 
parison with  them,  and  a  thousand  silly  side  issues  ure  started ;  so  the  real  mat- 
ter is  lost  sight  of.  We  are  all  bound,  in  duty,  to  examine  the  subject  attentively 
«nd  dispassionately ;  any  convictions  fonuded  on  faets,  and  jilainly  expressed. 
Deed  not  be  considered  as  centred  upon  any  one.  The  truth  never  can  be  dis- 
tasteful to  houest  people. 

The  ^lonitors  attacked  Fort  Snmter  (nothing  else)  at  the  distance  of  600  or 
VOO  yards ;  we  wore  all  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Morgan  and  Cumniings's  Point 
biutery,  (on  Morris  island,)  Fort  Sumter,  and  Battery  Beauregard,  Moultrie,  and 
Battery  Bee,  {on  Sullivan's  island.)  The  Monitors  generally  were  closer  to 
Kort  Sumter  and  Battery  Bee  than  this  ship;  all  under  fire  about  one  hour. 
louring  this  time  iLis  computed  the  Monitors  fired  on  an  average  30  shot  each; 
.ill  theirs  (with  the  exception  of  possibly  10  shot  from  all  of  them)  were  sent  at 
fort  Sumter — these  exceptional  10  were  fired  at  Wagner,  kc  This  ship  fired 
rri^ht  shot  in  all — seven  11-inch  at  Moultrie,  and  one  rifle  SOO-poonder  at  Wag- 
ner. This  ship  fired  nut  a  shot  at  Sumter;  could  not  get  her  broadside  to  bear  for 
:  i<Jo,  &c. ;  (there  was  no  thought,  I  believe,  of  anchoring,*)  In  this  hour  (under 
lire;  I  mean)  several  minutes  were  lost  because  this  ship  and  two  or  three  Moni- 
ors  were  foul  of  each  other,  and  neither  of  them  could  fire.  It  was  not  intended 
If  fire  on  Monltrie,  hut  our  guns  bore  on  it,  and  we  fired.  Then  the  veaaeli 
vnrv  ordered  to  haul  ont  of  action.  It  was  after  S  p.  m.  when  the  action  ceased. 
kll  the  commanders  of  the  attacking  vessels  were  ordered  to  come  on  board  this 

9  VOTE  — Did  iHjt  untibor  to  engage  tbe  Uuiteiles,  I  mean.     Uuriog  Ibe  action  the  ship 

,1^    drifilDg  kbout,  and  WHS  Dear  grounding,   the  lead  sbowlag  IT  feet.     To  prevent  tuT 

r<jL»u<iiai{  land  conaequeiilly  l.er  iiievll«bli:  Ions)  the  anchor  wb»  dTO|(|)ed  under  fc>ot  t'rtoi,, 

■a  v-  n„»  CO it>  ''xl^ 
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ship,  (being  the  flag-ship,)  and  repnrted.  The  Keokuk  riddled;  the  Nahant 
damaged,  (turret  would  not  revolve ;}  Nantucket  damaged,  (could  not  npeu  and 
shut  liie  big  gufi  ahntter,  I  believe ;)  Patapsco  damaged,  and  one  other.  Vp  to 
this  report,  it  was  the  common  opinion  that  the  attack  would  be  renewed.  I 
have  heard  aaid  commanders  then  declared  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  mc- 
CCBB  even  if  the  attack  were  renewed.  Mr.  Stiraers  said  the  Monitors  were  not 
much  injured,  and  they  could  be  repaired  in  less  than  20  honre.  The  *oni- 
manders  snppos'ed  no  damage  bad  been  done  to  Sumter.  One  commander  ce^ 
tsinly  was  convinced  the  ISinch  gun  was  uselce?.  He  represented  the  shot  frmn 
that  gun  as  lazily  running  on  the  water,  and  feebly  falling  against  the  walU  of 
Snmter.  The  nest  morning  we  examined  (I,  Quartermaster  English,  remari- 
able  for  the  accuracy  of  hif  visitin,  and  others)  Fort  Sumter,  about  3J  milr* 
distant,  and  we  could  count  the  dents  and  holes  in  its  walls.  They  wcr*  very 
plain  b>  uh,  so  much  so  to  me  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  calling  the  attentMB 
of  the  admiral  V  them.  He  took  the  glass  from  my  hand,  and  after  several 
miuutea'  scrutiny,  he  remarked,  "  Yes,  it  is  a  good  deal  pock-marked."  As  this 
was  the  first  occasion  that  heavy  ordnance,  smooth-bore  and  rilled,  bid  be«-ii 
tried  in  actual  warfare  on  the  brick  walls  of  a  fort,  it  struck  me  with  sarpri*( 
that  a  Monitor  was  not  sent  as  close  as  possible  to  inspect  these  walls. 

The  rebel  papers  (and  1  have  read  a  file  of  Charleston  ones,  from  7th  to  30lb 
April  inclusive)  admit  damage  to  Wagner  and  Moultrie  slight,  bnt  still  some. 
The  same  papers  state  Sumter  was  nol  damaged,  although  struck  34  times.  1 
am  satisfied  that  one  more  hour's  firing  at  Fort  Sumter  would  have  destroyed 
this  face  of  it. 

To  me  our  ability  to  reconnoitre  was  extremely  interesting.  I  eiamined  at- 
tentively Fort  Wagner  aiid  the  battery  on  Cumminga's  Point ;  then  Fort  John- 
Bon ;  all  earthworks.  The  guns  of  the  two  first-mentioned  were  visible,  mieoveitd; 
those  of  Fort  Johnson  eould  nnt  be  seen.  Wngner  and  Cnramings's  Poim  sit 
easily  assailable  by  this  ship,  the  Monitors,  and  gunboats.  Fort  Moultrie.  Bii- 
teries  Bee  and  Beauregard  are  also  uncovered  works,  and  could  be  assailed  by 
our  iron  and  wooden  fleets,  after  Wagner  and  Sumter  were  demolished.  An 
impresBton  had  been  received  (and  it  was  so  stated  as  a  fact  aflter  we  recros--^ 
the  bar)  that  the  reason  the  iron-clads  were  withdrawn  from  the  ineide  ef  lb' 
bar  was  because  the  private  secretary  of  the  President  had  brought  orders  to  ib- 
admiral  to  that  eiTect.  This  statement  was  made  by  Captain  Turner  to  the  o6- 
cers  and  crew  at  muster ;  but  it  was  a  singular  error,  the  explanation  of  which  I 
intend  to  ask  from  Captain  Turner.  Preparations  for  withamwing  from  the  in- 
side  had  been  made  before  the  arrival  of  the  President's  secretary.  We  ini'T 
the  attack  will  soon  be  repeated.  One  of  our  shutters  was  knocked  off;  the  rliot 
dropped  from  our  sides  like  boys'  brickbats  from  the  roof  of  a  house. 

'I'bere  were  several  oflScers  who  had  the  opinion,  before  going  into  tAtJiri!- 
that  the  Monitors  could  not  do  much;  that  the  15-inch  gun  did  not  throw  its  Aa 
with  velocity  enough,  &c.  Does  this  account  for  (he  opinion  expressed,  qfifr 
thejight,  that  no  damage  had  been  done  to  Sumter? 

April  S5. — Our  iron-clads  were  anchored  after  the  action  with  6umt4:r  in  nmin 
ship  channel,  three  miles  distant  from  said  fort,  which  bore  abont  X  NW. 
Wagner  bore  about  NW.,  about  1^  mile  distant.  The  Monitors  can  easily  pi 
within  1,000  yards  of  last-named  work,  and  this  ship  within  a  mile  of  it.  It  i^ 
an  open  work  of  nine  or  ten  guns,  four  of  which  are  pointed  south  to  resist  Uifl 
forces  approaching  in  that  direction ;  only  five  or  six  could  be  brought  to  l«-  ir 
on  onr  attacking  fleet,  together  with  the  four  or  five  on  Oummings's  Point.  TL- 
iron-clads  can  bring  32  guns  to  bear  upon  these  ten  uncovered  ones.  How  loc; 
ought  it  to  take  to  demolish  thcml  This  demolition  accomplished,  or  the  gun- 
in  the  works  kept  silent  by  the  wooden  vessels,  we  b^in  the  attack  again  • 
Sumter  ;  the  Monitors  can  go  at  it,  and  this  ship  steiuning  up  to  Montirie  »•.:■'■ 
Beauregard,  withiu  1,200  yards  of  them,  can  occupy  thtir  time,  and  in  this  u.iy 
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make  a  tine  diverHion  for  the  Honitore.  Tfae  strength  of  the  rebel  fortifications 
here  are  gnally  overrated.  There  arc  33  guna  in  Monltrie,  9  ia  Bee,  and  5  in 
Beauregard — 36  gun?  in  all  from  Sutlirau'e  iiland.  Possibly  35  in  casemate 
and  "  en  barbette"  in  Sumter,  together  with  those  stated  on  Horria  Island,  make 
Dp  the  enm  total  of  all  the  guns  which  protect  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  against 
aur  fleet.  I  venture  to  state  that  if  the  Monitors  coald  be  so  relieved,  the  sect- 
face  of  Snmtcr  would  be  destroyed  in  two  hours.  lu  the  recent  attack  this  ship 
was  of  no  more  use  than  if  she  had  been  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard.  As  it 
is,  the  damage  done  to  thnt  woric  is  manifestly  very  grent.  Yenterday  and  to- 
day are  plainly  seen  two  scaffoldings  along  the  wall  battered,  and  more  will 
have  to  be  adjusted  to  embrace  all  the  scars  upon  it.  These  scaffoldings  have 
been  np  for  ten  days  at  least — the  work  of  repairs  going  on  all  the  time.  Atten- 
tion most  be  called  to  the  fact  already  noticed,  that  in  the  recent  action  several 
minntcfi  were  lost  by  this  ship's  fouling  the  two  or  three  Monitors.  How  small 
most  have  been  the  actual  fire  upon  Fort  Sumter,  yet  observe  its  effect  upon 
the  walla.  My  prayer  now  is,  that  in  the  next  attack  the  Monitors  may  go  np 
OS  close  as  positible  to  Sumter  and  anchor,  while  we  anchor  off  Moultrie,  then 
there  will  be  no  fooling  each  other.  The  enemy  are  erecting  a  battery  about 
the  middle  of  Morris  island,  to  command  the  channel  by  which  this  ship  crossed 
the  bar.  I  hope  Admiral  DuFont,  as  soon  as  he  hears  it,  will  send  us  and  Bome 
HonitoTB  ineide  to  look  after  those  fellows. 

May  20. — To~day  the  scaffoldings  about  Fort  Sumter  were  not  seen,  have 
been  removed,  the  work  of  repairs  having  been  completed.  With  a  glass  we  can 
see  the  wnlls  smooth  again,  the  impressions  of  fresh  brick  and  mortar  are  still 
visible,  however.  It  was  on  the  14th  of  April  that  these  scaffoldings  were  first 
seen ;  they  remained  until  the  20th  of  May — 36  days.  Will  any  military  man 
say  that,  working  as  the  occupants  of  Sumter  must  have  worked  in  these  36 
day»  to  repair  damages,  the  enemy  still  in  sight,  those  damages  to  the  work  were 
anything  bnt  strionsf 

June  7. — This  morning  at  dawn  two  deserters  came  off  to  us  from  Fort 
Beauregard;  they  state  that  tlieeast  angle  of  Sumter  (this  is  the  exact  point  where 
the  Bcafibldings  were  seen  the  longest  period)  was  almost  knocked  to  pieces 
in  nar  attack;  that  the  walls  at  that  point  are  still  "shaky,"  and  ''are  backed 
by  ten  feet  of  sand  bags."  We  have  this  same  statement  from  other  sources. 
They  also  state  that  there  are  few  troops  in  or  about  Oharlestoti  at  this  moment, 
all  nearly  having  been  sent  to  Virginia  and  Vichsburg.  Some  days  since  word 
was  received  from  our  naval  officer  commanding  off  Georgetown,  South  Caro- 
lina, that  all  the  troops  had  gone  from  that  region  to  parts  unknown.  Would 
it  not  be  a  convenient  season  to  repeat  our  attack  now  ?  A  steamer  running 
out  a  few  nights  since  was  forced  back  and  sunk  off  Fort  Beauregard;  these  de- 
eerters  think  it  is  the  Isaac  Smith,  converted  into  a  blockade  runner.  There 
■re  a  great  namber  of  such  now  inside,  watching  to  run  out ;  many  will  succeed, 
for  our  vesaels  being  outside,  are  too  heavy  and  too  slow  to  prevent  them.  A 
i^tringent  blockade  will  never  be  had  until  our  iron-dads  are  anchored  inside  the 
bar.  ABSistant  Surgeon  Kershner  is  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  having 
written  to  the  Baltimore  American,  passing  some  strictures  upou  the  admiral  be- 
cause he  withdrew  his  iron-clads  from  before  Charleston,  instead  of  repeating 
tbe  attack.  It  is  against  orders  to  give  information  to  newspapers,  &c.,  and  for 
Wolattng  this  order  Dr.  Kershner  is  to  be  tried.  How  strange!  It  is  known  to 
the  whole  fieet  that,  on  the  night  after  the  attack,  a  national  vessel,  the  Flam- 
Ix^aa,  with  Admiral  DoPont's  despatches,  was  sent  to  Hampton  Roads.  "Vha 
corre'^pon dents  of  the  New  York  Timtis  and  the  New  York  Tribune  were  per- 
mitted to  go  in  her.  Everybody  on  board  her  knew  that  thcfe  correspondents 
-wonld  hasten  to  represent  the  affair  in  a  manner  the  most  favorable  possibly  to, 
.Admiral  DnPont,  and  that,  too,  before  the  admiral's  despatches  could  reach  the 
department.      Was  that  proper  in  Admiral  DaPont?     Was  it  subordinatet 
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Should  not  the  Navy  Uepartment  be  allowed  to  judpe  of  the  acts  of  iie  apenu' 
before  the  leftdio^joumaU  of  the  conntiy  should  tak«-  the  matter  in  hand.  Wbu 
coustitutem  the  difference,  so  far  as  military  offence  is  concerned,  Imtweon  an  offirei 
Bending  hia  information  and  commenia  to  a  newspaper  by  mail,  and  one  who  wndi 
it  in  the  pockets  of  correspondents  of  newspapers?  The  answer  juHt  occur  w 
me.  One  is  humble,  the  other  ia  exalted.  A  spider's  web  catcher  a  email  lly;i 
big  one  breaks  through  it.  Dr.  Kershner  did  violate  a  mle  of  discipline;  but  in 
this  cas?,  and  for  this  cauei;,  said  rule  waa  more  honored  in  the  breach  tbao  in 
the  observance, 

Ju/f/9. — Admiral  DnPont  lioa  been  relieTcd,  and  Adminl  Dahlgren  has  bnn 
appointed  to  succeed  him.  He  is  now  here  with  the  Monitors  outside,  lie  n 
going  in  across  the  bar  to-morrow  morning  to  fiank  the  batteries  on  the  sonlh  end  ot 
Uorris  island,  while  the  army  batteries,  secretly  planted  on  the  north  end  of  Folly 
island,  attack  in  front.  All  are  alive  with  cxpectaUon  now.  10th. — J ost  be- 
fore BUnrise,  the  batteries  on  Folly  island  open  on  the  enemy  on  Horris  iiitni. 
At  this  moment  Admiral  Dahlgren  is  seen  with  the  Uonitors  crossing  the  hti. 
his  flag  flying  liom  tlic  Catskiil.  The  army  practice  ia  superb ;  artillery  coaU 
not  be  seived  more  rapidly;  the  shell  seem  to  fly  over  the  whole  island,  even 
beyond  Wagner  and  Oummings's  I'oint,  and  almost  up  to  Sumter.  By  this  tint 
the  Montlors  have  position  and  open  their  batteries.  The  rebels  are  evidently 
taken  by  surprise,  and  answer  feebly  and  timidly.  In  abont  two  houni  aud  a 
half  they  are  in  full  flight  towards  Wagner,  and  our  troops  are  seen  pouring 
upon  Uorris  island.  The  Monitors  ai'c  moving  up  towards  Wagner,  shcUins 
the  flying  rebels  nil  the  time.  At  8  a.  m.  the  admiral  is  abreast  of  Wagner.  lod 
opens  upon  it,  one  other  Monitor  with  him;  continues  the  assaoU  nntil  IS  m. 
and  hauls  off  to  ^e^<t  and  refresh  the  men;  resumes  bis  assault  at  2  p.  m..  lad 
continues  it  until  sunset.  The  tenacity  of  the  admiral  excites  the  enthu^ik'ni 
of  everybody;  one  of,the  petty  officers  of  this  ship  was  heard  to  exclaim,  -Bj 
God!  this  ship's  company  will  cheer  that  man.""  The  cnntidence  in  the  M^u- 
itors  is  restored  by  the  example  of  Admiral  Dahlgren,  and  a  great  public  eervicr 
rendered  to  the  government  thereby.  The  enemy  make  a  target  of  the  Caiftill 
because  the  admiral's  flag  is  there.  At  night  it  is  ascertained  that  that. Uoniti'rig 
this  day's  work  was  hit  oftcner  (and  as  heavily)  than  any  one  of  these  veswL* 
in  the  attack  of  April  7. 

Julff  29. — The  army  have  advanced  their  batteries  lo  800  yards  of  Wagner, 
and  3,500  yards  of  Sumter.  The  guns  from  Wagner  and  Gregg  (Cunnninp'* 
Point)  annoy  the  working  parties  continually;  every  day  the  admiral  is  re^jni'ltd 
to  silence  these  guns  of  the  enemy;  he  complies  with  alacrity;  the  ship,  ibr 
Monitors,  and  gunboats  are  continually  put  in  requisition  for  this  purpose.  TIk 
admiral  goes  into  action  sometimest  I  presume,  to  examine,  and  set  an  examplr: 
whenever  he  does  bis  flag  is  made  a  target.  'Phis  ship  bus  been  already  lefud; 
our  shutters  have  been  struck  squarely  in  the  centre  with  10-inch  shot,  and  ftn 
not  broken  through. 

ttoremher  4  — About  ten  days  ago  the  army  batteries  on  Moiris  inland  i« 
Cummings's  Point)  opened  again  on  Sumter,  some  intelligence  having  bc-o  i»- 
ceived  that  the  rebels  were  busily  at  work  in  it.  Two  Monitora  joined  in  ihr 
bombardment,  and  splendid  work  have  they  done ;  Stevens  in  the  Patapcco.  lUiJ 
Bryson  in  the  Lehigh.  They  have  rifle  guns,  besides  the  15-inch.  I'he  amj 
people  seem  to  be  convinced  now  that  Fori  Sumter  was  not  entirely  r«duci><l  t'y 
the  first  bombardment. 


o 'Ibii  remark  wiw  niaila  in  allu«itm  to  tha  fiicC  thut  the  crew  had  refused  to  cbrrr  Ad- 
miral Iluruia  lu  he  WHS  Iwviog  the  sbip.  I  put  it  in  the  rtcord,  not  lu  prcMTTC  Ibil  u- 
decoroiiB  nnd  moitifyiag  omlitioD  on  the  part  of  our  crew,  bnt  to  dhow  the  effect  ua  ii  >'' 
^Admiral  Dahlgren's  tcDocity .  Everj  person  on  board  was  ixniTiDCed  that  tbli  itUp  >»  U>* 
mott  pvwerfnlty  ulTeusi'e  war  veBsel  afloatal  tbat  time,  aod  to  have  her  taken  bilo  actka, 
and  eight  random  diota  fired  from  ber  bioHdatde*,  and  then  pat  out  to  blockade  again, 
sued  the  men  witb  indignation. 
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Jading  from  some  of  the  newspapere  at  home,  one  wonld  suppose  that  some 
«re  aDgry  becanae  GharleHton  is  not  taken.  Admiral  Dahlgrcn  is  harshly 
apokeu  of  for  this.  In  ray  humble  opinion,  tlie  admiral  is  doing  everything  that 
a  commander-in-chief  here  can  do.  Besides  many  attacks  on  Wagner  and  Gregg, 
Admiral  Dahlgren  has  ussailcd  Sumter  twice  with  the  Monitors — Limaplf  being 
in  one  of  them.  These  vessels  have  been  greatly  battered  in  all  thesp  attacks. 
I  am  free  to  »aj  that  thesis  vessels  have  been  hammered  six  times  as  much  since 
the  lOth  of  July  as  they  were  in  the  attack  of  April  7,  some  requiring  lepaire 
continaully.  The  admiral  cannot  command  more  than  five  sound  ones  at  any 
one  time  tor  au  attack.  Would  it  not  be  foolhardy  to  enter  tiie  inner  harbor 
with  so  small  a  force?  One  or  two  might  be  disabled  before  getting  there, where 
they  havc!  to  encounter  the  rebel  iron-clada.  Every  man  here  knows  that  if  the 
iron-clada  were  lost  our  land  forces  could  not  remain  on  Morris  island.  The 
blockade  is  now  perfect,  whyji'opard  everything  by  an  attack  with  a  email 
force  t  Admiral  Dahlgren  was  the  first  to  take  this  snip  under  the  guns  of  Bee, 
Hoaltrie,  and  Beanregard,  which  he  did  at  night,  when  the  Weehawken  was 
aground.  Yet,  from  the  tone  of  some  of  the  piipers  at  home,  one  might  suppose 
he  had  never  carried  tlie  iron-clads  into  acti<m.  We  all  on  board  here  Know 
that  after  the  April  attack  on  Sumter  this  ship  was  pronounced  a  failure,  that 
she  wonld  not  Steer,  &c.  But  for  the  tests  to  which  she  has  been  subjected  by 
Admiral  Dablgrcn  the  government  would  not  have  known  her  efficiency.  In 
tfaia  recent  bombardment  uf  Fort  Sumter  by  the  two  Monitors,  under  the 
command  of  Captains  Stevens  and  Bryson,  there  was  some  experience  of  the 
15-tiicIi  guns.  Those  officers  have  seen  the  IS-inch  shell  strike  the  walls  at 
the  distance  of  1,600  yards,  and  have  declared  thiLt  their  explosion  has  hroaght 
down  heavier  masses  of  the  masonry  than  half  a  dozen  rifle  shot.  I  have  heard 
Lieatenant  Commander  Buuce,  exoificer  of  some  of  them,  make  the  same  etate- 
mt-nt-  Surely  the  observation  of  these  officers  is  more  accurate  than  any  made 
ID  tbe  April  attack,  when  these  lA'inch  shell  or  shot  were  suppo!>ed  to  have 
fklleii  so  feebly  aguindt  Sumter. 

£)erember  13. — The  defensive  power  of  Charleston  now  to  what  it  was  in  April 
laf>t  is  about  five  to  one,  notwithstanding  Humter  is  considered  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  my  impression  is,  that  when  we  enter  the  inner  harbor  we  shall  find 
Xaa  OT  twelve  guns  to  play  on  us  from  that  work;  all  the  guns  in  lower  tier  of 
casemates  on  northwest  and  some  on  northeast  faces  are  probably  in  good  work- 
ing order.  We  saw  what  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island  were — three  detached 
works;  now  those  are  strengthened,  and  all  connected  by  fresh  earthworks, 
containing  several  mort^ir  batteries,  in  addition  to  many  newly  mounted  guns. 
Sfoattrie  baa  been  converted  into  on  earthwork  of  great  strength.  After  rnn- 
aing  by  the  fire  of  these  butteries  and  we  reach  the  inner  harbor,  we  have  the 
fire  of  battery  Simkins  and  Fort  Johnson,  on  James's  island.  Fort  Bipley  and 
Osustle  I'lnkoey,  and  those  from  the  point  of  the  city. 

We  cannot  take  Charleston  to  hold  it,  but  we  can  hum  it ;  and,  na  a  military 
measorc,  it  would  be  justifiable  to  do  so.  Its  factories  at  work  and  vessels  on 
the  Blocks  arc  seen  every  day.  We  would  hold  the  garrison  iu  Snmter  uneasy 
l.>^  catting  off  their  supplies,  fire,  and  the  troops  on  Sullivan's  island  also. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  the  iron-clads  have  been  idle  at  any  time 
fince  the  10th  of  Jnly.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Wagner  aud  Gregg, 
the  demands  upon  this  ship  and  the  Monitors  to  engage  those  works  to  enable  the 
lif-my  to  carry  on  its  sapping  operations  were  so  frequently  made  as  to  almost 
t^xbaust  the  officers  and  crews,  so  that  I  proposed  to  Captain  Rowan  that  I,  in 
my  professional  capacity,  should  see  the  admiral  and  ask  Iiim  to  give  the  men 
longer  intervals  between  the  engagements  if  possible.  Since  then  the  picket 
^J  uty  perfonned  by  the  Monitors  is  probably  the  moat  laborious  ever  performed 
t  t-y  naval  vessels,  necessitiiling  frequent  repairs,  for  which  they  must  be  sent  to 
I'orC  Royal.  Since  the  attack  of  the  torpedo  on  this  vessel,  the  officers  and 
crew  TtMy  be  eaid  to  sleep  npon  their  arms,  which  is  wearing  upon  na  all.     But 
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we  are  all  compeueated  by  the  fact  that  the  blockade  is  perfect.  Not  one  Taeet 
has  passed  in  since  the  iron-cladB  anchored  inside;  one  certatnl/,  possifalj  two, 
have  run  out  since  that  time. 

Jattuary  1,  1864. — Another  year  has  jiaaHed  away.  Surely  it  has  given  mhhc 
instructive  lessons  to  those  who  have  watched  the  military  and  naval  operaliou 
about  this  harbor.  Up  ta  the  arrival  of  Admiral  DuPont  with  the  Honilon  h> 
make  the  attack,  we  all  on  board  here  were  in  high  glee  at  the  prospect.  The 
blockaders  had  been  coming  out  constantly  and  running  in;  as  wc  saw  them,  in 
the  morning  after  they  "got  in,"  they  were  going  by  Sumter  with  hundreds  of 
banners  flying.  Soon  after  ibe  admiral's  suite  came  on  board  this  ship  out 
hopes  were  dampened  sensibly.  Want  of  confidence  in  tbe  Monitore  wa«  openlj 
expressed  by  some  of  them,  based  upon  the  experience  of  two  of  them  whii 
had.  attacked  an  earthwork  on  the  Ogcechee  river.  It  was  remarked  cont^mp- 
taously  of  these  two,  that  after  bombarding  the  fort  for  several  hours  "  they  bad 
succeeded  in  killing  one  cat;"  that  the  15-iucb  gun  was  devoid  of  power;  tbil 
its  projectile  was  cast  with  too  small  velocity  to  injure  tbe  brick  walls  of  Sum- 
ter. I  beard  the  epithet  "machine"  applied  to  this  clo^s  of  vessels,  with  ihe 
remark  that  it  was  uselesii  to  expect  to  take  Charleston  by  machinery.  One  of 
them  was  confident  tbe  rebels  bad  15-inch  guns  on  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  ^tlL 
the  attack  was  made,  and  the  result  is  "before  tbe  world."  After  the  attack 
the  Monitors,  disabled  seriously  as  it  was  said,  were  scattered  about ;  the  most 
of  them  were  deposited  in  Bdisto,  because,  as  I  board,  the  anchont^c  in  P-n 
Boyal  was  insecure  for  them.  This  ship  took  up  her  old  position  outsidk-  the 
bar.  Three  months  later,  Admiral  Dahlgren,  then  in  command  of  tbe  fleet  hen. 
took  these  same  crippled  vessels  {I  had  been  told  that  seventy-sevec  bolts  irott 
the  turret  of  the  Nabant  had  been  sent  by  Admiral  DuPont  to  the  Xavy  Depan- 
ment,  and  that  some  persons  had  said  that  if  that  Monitor  had  continued  the  at- 
tack, April  7,  one  hour  longer,  her  entire  turret  would  have  been  knocki-d  i" 
pieces)  and  began  operationa  on  Morris  island.  Since  that  time  tliese  Moniion 
have  been  hit  five  times  as  often  as  thuy  were  on  the  7th  of  April,  yet  they  ^» 
good  work  still.  It  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  demonstration  that  the  officv 
who  reported  them  so  seriously  damaged  in  the  April  attack  on  Sumter  wcn>  is 
error.  Why,  it  may  be  speculated,  should  ilt.  Stimers  be  harshly  spoken  t'^ 
and  of,  by  naval  officers,  because  he  gave  his  professional  opinion  that  ibeft 
Teasels  were  not  much  injured  then  ?  And  why  should  he  be  asswlcd  as  an  in- 
terested (and,  from  his  connexion  with  the  government,  as  a  dishonest  our.  <■< 
course)  agent  of  the  "iron  interests  of  the  country?"  And  why  should  it  ha^f 
been  said  that  he  was  improperly  sent  down  here  by  tbe  Navy  Dcpartmcn:' 
Tbe  events  since  then  enacted  by  these  Monitors  have,  to  my  mind,  demoo- 
■trated  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Stimers's  observation. 

When  the  Wcchawken  was  aground,  September  8,  nine  hundred  yarJs 
from  Sumter,  and  forty  guns  playing  on  her  from  Sullivan's  island,  rfie  ^oi 
a  IS-inch  shell  ricochetting  into  MouTtrie,  1,200  or  1,400  yards  distant,  and  ri- 
ploded  a  magazine  there.  As  soon  as  two  Monitors  afloat  were  ioterpo^ 
between  her  and  Uoidtrie,  her  guns  were  turned  upon  Sumter,  aitd  I  saw  tV 
15-incb  shell  pitched  into  that  work  time  and  again.  Afterwards,  Captain  C<J- 
boun.  the  commanding  officer,  told  me  he  threw  on  that  occasion  iorty  $btl1 
into  Sumter — more,  according  to  rebel  accounts,  than  all  the  iroo-clads  did  <ia 
tbe  7tli  of  April.  When  at  a  later  period  the  Lehigh  was  aground,  all  ibt 
Monitors,  with  Admiral  Dahlgren  in  one  of  them,  were  within  1,600  yard^  »: 
Moultrie.  The  15-incb  gun  of  tbe  Passaic  was  principally  used  by  her  com- 
manding officer,  Captain  Simpson,  with  beautiful  effect  upon  Moultrie.  I  hare 
been  told  that  when  General  Gillmnre  saw  tbe  great  havoc  made  upon  tbr  till-' 
of  Sumter  when  it  was  being  bombarded  by  the  Patapsco  and  Lehieh,  hr  de- 
dared  that  more  damage  was  done  to  these  walls  by  one  15<inch  ^ell  ilun 
by  a  half  doseii  of  any  other  calibre.  These  facte,  to  my  mind,  demoiis:ra:< 
that   those  gentlemen   who  held   the  opiniou   at  the   April  attadL    that   d->: 
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much  could  be  expected  from  the  IS-inch  gun  because  of  the  alow  motion  of 
ita  projectile,  nnd  the  feebleneSB  of  its  impact,  were  also  in  error. 

On  the  8th  of  September  this  sliip  was  directed  by  the  admiral  to  interpose 
'  between  the  Weehawken  and  the  forts  afsailing  her.  Captain  Rowan  took  the 
ship  up  and  anchored  under  Moultrie.  1,200  yards  (say)  distant,  on  the  flood- 
tide  too.  eo  that  the  vessel  was  exposed  to  the  fire  until  she  had  "swung  to  the 
tide,'' then  she  opened  on  Moultrie  principally,  and  in.  less  than  on  hour  had 
irileneed  it  utterly.  This  fact  was  witnesBed  by  ten  thousand  people.  Does  it 
do  too  much  violence  to  "  loyalty  to  Admiral  DuPont"*  now  to  say  that  had 
this  ship  been  so  managed  in  the  attack  of  April  7,  she  would  have  p«atly 
assisted  the  Monitors,  instead  of  "fouling  them."  This  fact  must  demonstrate 
to  any  one  that  those  gentlemen  who  held  the  opinion  that  the  New  Iron- 
aides  was  a  failure  were  also  in  error. 

We  have  received  the  "report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  la  the 
despatch  of  April  16,  1863.  contain^  therein,  Admiral  DuFont  says  that 
the  New  Ironsidc^s,  if  she  were  to  go  inside  the  bar,  could  not  elevate  her  gnns 
to  reach  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  so  great  ia  the  distance  at  which  she 
would  be  compelled  to  anchor.  Since  the  10th  of  July  last  this  ship  baa  en- 
gt^ed  the  enemy's  batteries  here  fifteen  times.  In  those  engagements  she  has  , 
sent  into  Wagner  :j,300  shell ;  into  Gregg,  300  ;  and  into  Moultrie.  400  ;  she 
alone  silencing  thei^e  works  whenever  she  engaged  them.  Our  ordnance  officer. 
Lieutenant  Robeson,  informs  me  that  of  these  shell  S.OOO  were  five-second 
fuses  (for  distance  of  1,000  yards, )  1,500  were  seven-second  fuzes  (for  distance 
of  1,200  yards,}  and  500  were  ten-aecond  fuzes  (for  distance  of  1,600  yards.) 
When,  on  the  10th  of  Jnly,  Admiral  Dahlgren  with  thl  Monitors  engaged  the 
batterie:^  on  the  south  end  of  Morris  island,  the  15-inch  shell  (as  well  as  the 
ll-incfa]  of  thoHe  vessels  were  easily  thrown  into  those  batteries  with  decided 
effect,  as  stated  by  the  rebels  then  captured.  In  their  subsequent  contests  with 
the  works  on  the  north  end  of  Morris  island  these  vessels  threw  their 
shell  into  them  with  the  greatest  ease ;  the  same  with  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 
1'hese  facts  clearly  demonstrate  that  Admiral  DaPont  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  "offensive  power"  of  the  iron-clads,  and  hence  wa«  mistaken  in  the  opinion 
which  he  in  that  despatch  expressed. 

The  Uonitore  have  been  at  anchor  inside  here  since  July  10.  No  one 
thinks  of  their  t»eiug  lost  on  Morris  island  beach.  This  fact  is  the  beet  aoswei 
to  tbe  opinion  as  to  the  "insecure  anchorage"  here. 


Optratimu  of  the  Patapsco  againtt  Fori  Sumter. 
United  States  Ibon-clad  Patapsco, 

Of  Charleston,  November  2,  1863. 
f;iK.'  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  according  to  your  tDStntctioDS,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  tbe  past  week  in  co-operation  with  the  batteries  on 
Uorrifl  island,  formerly  called  Forts  Gregg  and  Wagner,  and  in  company 
with  tbe  Monitor  Lehigh,  Commander  Bryson,  in  bombarding  Fort  Bnmter. 
Upon  Monday  last,  owing  to  some  unfinished  work  upon  the  Lehigh,  she  did 
not  participate.  The  Patapsco  upon  that  occasion  proceeded  within  1,800 
yards  of  the  fort  and  opened  fire.  Aa  the  tide  was  running  flood  when  the 
order  was  given,  I  was  compelled  to  light  the  ship  under  way,  and  of  course  to 
Roine  disadvantage.     Notwithstanding,  the  fire  was  eflective,  almost  every  shell 

'  The  wonls  "loyally  to  Admirnl  DuPont"  were  frei|uenlly  heard  about  here — they  repre- 
ACOlcil  a  well-deRued  euntimenc  anil  principle.  A  proinineDt  officer  (slaff)  iu  my  piesenea 
rvniBTked  that  "the  New  Irongidn  was  the  only  'disloyal  ship' iu  the  squadron.'*^  Upon 
^kini;  faim  what  he  meBut.  it  appeared  his  idea  was,  '  disloyaV'  to  Admiral  DuFouL  I  , 
Icuow  notbing  better  than  this  to  abow  the  strange  diiitetnper  under  which  the  minds  of  oar* 
-CAin  officers  were  laboHug. 
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bursting  near  upon  or  iuBide  the  fort.  The  next  two  daya,  the  27th  and  28ili, 
as  800D  aa  the  tide  served,  both  Hooitorg  opened  upon  the  northeaat  bution. 
the  fire  being  very  destructive  upon  this  part  of  the  fort  and  the  walU  adjac«nij 
80  that  when  the  army  batteries  were  directed  to  this  position,  the  walla  htiog  ' 
already  greatly  weakened  by  oar  fire,  they  soon  crambled. 

SubHequent  to  this  our  firo  has  been  maiaty  directed  to  the  Charleston  bee  and 
interior  of  the  fort,  with  what  effect  the  appearance  of  Sumter  will  clearly  indi- 
cate. The  explosion  of  the  15-inch  shell  fired  with  15"  and  20"  fazes  in  the 
inaido  of  the  fort,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally,  produced  an  cfiect  irhicb 
is  hardly  describable,  throwing  the  bricka  and  mortar,  gun-carriages,  and  timber 
in  every  dirt:ction,  and  high  into  the  air. 

The  flag  upon  Sumter  was  yesterday  at  two  o'clock  shot  away  for  the  thini 
time,  and  nas  not  since  been  hoisted.     A  man  was  seen  making  an  attempt  to 

Et  it  np  again,  but  just  at  the  time  three  shells  from  the  army  and  dsvt 
ttcrica  exploded  over  him,  doubtless  yith  fatal  efiect. 

The  sbelts  of  the  enemy  have  fallen  around  and  about  us  without  cauting 
any  caaualtiee.  It  was  not,  however,  until  last  Saturday,  the  31st,  their  fin 
seemed  to  be  directed  to  ne,  when  Battery  Beauregard  and  a  batteiy  upon 
James's  island  opened  upon  ua,  atriking  the  Lehigh  twice,  but  doing  no  dun- 
age  of  importance.  Upon  hauling  off  from  Snmter,  I  atood  over  lowud 
Beauregard  and  delivered  five  ahota,  tour  of  which  landed  in  the  battery  and 
produced  great  excitement,  the  people  in  tUe  neighborhood  flying  from  onr 
shells.  Upon  this,  I<'ort  Moultrie  fired  one  gun.  Yesterday  we  were  not  moWltd 
on  that  side,  although  the  Jamea'a  island  batteries  still  continued  to  fire. 
VVe  have  been  engaged  at  a  distance  varying  from  1,600  to  2,000  yard^. 
I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  the  firing,  from  which  it  appetr* 
tbat'ont  of  4.')5  shots  315  have  taken  effect  upon  some  portion  of  the  fort. 

The  guna  appear  to  atand  the  tiring  well.  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Oidnancr 
office  an  impreaaion  of  the  vents  of  both  guns,  taken  yesterday  afWr  the  firti^ 
was  over.  The  rams  of  the  enemy  itppear  to  be  anchored  in  four-fatbora  holf, 
and  above  Fort  Johnaon. 

On  Friday  last,  an  we  were  ateaming  U|i  from  the  lower  anchorage  towsnl 
Snmter,  a  boat  with  a  considerable  number  of  men  around  and  in  it,  was  seeu 
upon  the  north  shon:  of  Siimiir,  but  before  we  could  get  in  range  the  boat  anil 
men  had  disappeared. 

Very  renpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVEN'S, 
Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Palaptro. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlghbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Operation*  of  the  hekigh  agaimtt  Fori  Sumter. 

United  Statiss  Iboiv-cuad  Lkhigh. 
Off  Morrit  bland.  South  Carolinn,  Novemb"r  4.  1863- 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  acconlanec  with  vour  ord<-r,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  the  laat  nine  days,  in  company  with  the  Patapaco  and 
the  shore  batterieK,  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter;  during  wiiieh  linF 
I  have  fired  from  Ihe  8-inch  rifle  408  percussion  shell,  and  from  the  lA-inrh 
smooth-bore  twenty-four  hhell ;  the  dialnnce  varied  from  1,600  to  1,800  yaid^ 
1'be  effects  of  the  lodgment  of  many  of  these  aliell  were  those  of  displacing 
large  manaea  of  masonry,  and  throwing  high  in  the  air  pieces  of  heavy  timber. 
knocking  over-gun  carriagea,  and  opening  casematca.  During  the  greater  pan 
of  the  bombardment,  my  attention  was  given  almost  wholly  to  the  inner  face  of 
the  northwest  wall,  and  the  result  of  the  firing  can  easily  be  seen  by  ifae  naked 
■'JO.     On  the  afternoon  of  the  Slat  of  October  the  flag  of  Fort  V 
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(hot  «i«y  by  the  shore  batteritrK  ;  n  fliort  time  at^T.  two  flagf  were  raigeti,  very 
near  each  other.  Tfac  rifle  waa  ihen  direGt«d  to  the  flngo.  and  at  tlir  third  fire 
both  flags  weie  shot  away.  (Lieutenant  Connnander  Phythian  liad  tliiB 
pleunre.)  On  the  fnuitti  of  November,  iny  atteutinn  was  given  tn  the  uortli- 
east  iace  of  the  fort.  At  the  angle  at  which  I  whs  firing,  I  found  that  the  shell 
glanced  from  the  face,  doing  but  little  damage ;  after  having  find  a  few  shell  at 
the  fair  face,  and  finding  that  they  would  not  lodge,  I  then  directed  the  firo  to 
the  angle  nf  the  same  face,  nearest  CnmraingB'n  Point,  which  was  already  some- 
what broken.  At  this  point  I  found  that  tUe  shell  lodged  ;  1  then  continued 
the  fire  at  ihia  point  with  very  fine  efi'tct,  knocking  down  tuiB  nfniaaonry  and 
Piposing  the  arch  of  a  new  Casemate. 

After  I  had  made  a  lodgment  for  the  shell  at  this  part  of  the  wall,  I  inclined 
tbe  fire  gradually  to  the  right,  and  succeeded  during  the  day  in  cutting  into  the 
wall  for  abont  thirty  feet  along  its  fair  or  northeast  fiice.  On  the  afternoon  of 
October  31,  battery  Beauregard  opened  on  this  ship  and  the  PatapBco.  (firing 
six  shots,)  doing,  however,  little  damage ;  one  shot  cutting  away  naif  of  the 
pennant  staff  of  the  Lehigh,  and  a  i>hell  exploding  on  the  after  part  of  the  deck 

I  enclose  a  tabular  statement  of  tbe  firing. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRYHON,   Commtjj"fn. 

Kear-Admiral  JuH.v  A.  I>AHUjRii^, 

Conunanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Rear- Admiral  DaUgrm't  report  o/operatiotu  agairut  Fort  Sumpter. 
(Dwpfttcli  No.  a!5.] 

Fi.ag-Steamrr  Fkiladblphia, 
OffMorri*  Mand,  tioulh  Carolina,  Novemhtr  4,  1863. 
Srs  :  Since  my  last  on  tbe  general  course  of  operations  here,  oar  own  part 
has  still  been  restricted  to  the  repair  of  the  Monitors  and  the  cleansing  of  tiieit 
biitcoms,  which  bad  become  bo  foul  by  the  adherence  of  grass  and  barnacles,  as 
to  reduce  their  speed  from  6J  or  7  knots,  to  3i  and  4.  The  divers  have 
Wn  engaged  in  removing  these  from  two  or  threu  of  the  Monitors,  it  is  believed 
with  good  etfect ;  but  in  this  respect  the  inform;Uion  is  not  yet  complete,  and  it 
is  probable  that  a  snrer  means  has  been  discovered  through  the  agency  of  Hr. 
Onffii) ;  that  is,  the  veseeU  are  bi-ached  at  a  suitable  place,  and  the  liarnaclcs, 
&c,  removed  completely  from  the  sides,  leaving  only  the  flat  part  of  the  bntlom 
to  be  cleaned  by  the  divers.  It  was  necessary  to  replace  tbe  rifle  gtin  of  tbe 
PatapBco,  and  the  11-inch  of  the  Moutauk.  dtvGoO'jIe 
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There  are  now  two  Monitors  at  Port  Boyal ;  the  Uontank  Knived  hare  IsK 
evening,  with  dean  bottom,  a  new  gun,  and  in  good  condition. 

Mr.  Griffin  is  now  engaged  with  the  Ericsson  torpedo,  and  I  am  in  hopes  ia 
wUl  be  succesafnl  in  getting  it  into  operation.  The  rongh  weather  which  Ii» 
prevailed  latelv  has  stopped  bis  proceeding  for  a  week  or  ten  daji,  bm  be  thinki 
one  will  be  ready  for  trial  soon. 

I  wish  very  much  that  some  measures  could  be  taken  to  form  a  kind  of  tisae- 
work,  projecting  from  the  Uonitore,  so  iu<  to  prevent  contact  with  the  torp«dnH 
at  the  DOwB  of  me  enemy's  iron-dads,  and  also  to  apply  their  method  to  tkt 
Monitors.     Here,  I  have  neither  tike  time  nor  the  means  for  such  nnderrakingB. 

The  army  having  sufficiently  advanced  with  lite  re-fortification  of  Morri* 
island,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  26th.  October ;  the  object  being  to  comulrlf 
its  reduction  by  driving  out  the  garrison  and  occupying  it.  The  firing  ha«K« 
prosecuted  steadily  since,  and  I  have  examined  the  progress  daily  by  going  up 
the  channel,  where  a  near  view  could  be  obtained  of  the  works. 

I  directed  the  Patapsco  and  Lehigh,  being  armed  with  rifle  gnns,  to  tikt 
position  also  at  effective  range,  but  not  exposed  to  that  of  Fort  Moultrie  sod  nt 
adjacent  batteries. 

The  line  of  fire  from  Putnam  parsed  directlv  through  the  northwest  ind 
southeast  angles  of  Sumter,  therefore  looked  equiuly  on  the  gorge  and  soatb«a«i 

The  fire  from  the  Monitors  was  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  southeMl  tniDi. 
and  looked  acutely  on  the  northeast  front.  At  first  the  fire  aahsre  seemed  simed 
at  the  goi^T  which  had  been  originally  faced  for  two-thirds  of  ita  height  <riih 
sand  bags.  Upon  these  the  fragments  of  the  top  of  the  wall  had  lodged  and 
formed  one  mass  of  sand  and  crumbled  brick,  where  the  rifle  shells  entered  to  mi 
great  depth. 

The  fire  of  the  Monitors  was  directed  at  the  aoatheast  face,  and  appeared  i" 
exhibit  a  more  marked  action  there,  because  the  debris  had  fallen  down  inu< 
deeper  water,  and  not  lodged  to  the  same  extent  as  on  the  gorge. 

The  fire  of  Putnam  and  Strong  was  soon  after  applied  to  the  southeast  frOBt 
which  gradually  gave  way  to  the  united  fire,  until  it,  too,  was  reduced  to  a  slopr 
of  fragments,  much  lower,  however,  than  that  of  the  got^. 

By  the  end  of  the  week  the  opposite  walla  of  the  fort  were  cut  and  ja^ed  b^ 
the  ghells  which  passed  over  the  main  front ;  and  the  nortlieast  face  I'loked  vor 
dilapidated. 

On  Sunday  1  had  a  conversation  with  General  (iillmore  on  the  ftMe  of  alEur^ 
and  on  Monday  went  np  with  bim  and  General  Seymour  to  view  Snmter  fi^n 
Fort  Strong;  after  which  we  had  a  conversation  in  General  Seymonr's  tent  on 
the  beat  probable  coorBc  to  be  pursued.  General  Gillmore  finally  ctniclnded  lor 
the  present  to  continue  the  fire  on  Sumter. 

The  fire  of  the  Monitors  has  been  generally  very  good,  and  on  many  oca- 
flions  most  excellent 

Captain  Stevens  reports  that  of  453  shells,  fired  in  seven  days,  315  took  ef- 
fect on  or  in  the  fort 

I  regret  to  say  that  on  the  2d  two  men  were  killed  in  the  Patapsco  by  thr 
premature  explosion  of  the  rifle  gun.  Their  names  were  William  Colter  and 
John  Morris. 

Captain  SCevens  states:  "Tlie  explosion  of  the  lifteen-inch  shells,  nred  wifli 
15"  and  20"  fuzes  in  the  inside  of  the  fori,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally, 
produces  an  effect  which  is  hardly  describahle,  throwing  the  bricks  and  moTt4r. 
gun-carriages,  and  timber  in  every  direction,  and  high  into  the  air." 
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I  find  tbat  the  effect  of  these  eliells  is  aluo  noticed  by  the  comroandiiig  {general 
ashore. 

Last  evening  I  esamined  the  uppeftranee  of  the  fort,  (iiB  I  have  done  every 
day,)  and  could  plaioly  observe  the  further  effects  of  the  firing.  Stilt  thia  mass 
of  rain  is  capable  of  harboring  a  number  of  the  enemy,  nho  may  retain  their 
hold  until  expelled  hy  the  bayonet,  which,  in  the  proper  order  of  thinga,  will 
devolve  on  our  comrades  ashore. 

Last  evening  the  schooner  Ward  came  down  frnrn  Morrill's  inlet  and  re- 
ported the  capture  of  an  officer  and  nine  men  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who 
were,  no  doubt,  annoyed  by  the  preeence  of  the  schooner,  and  her  endeavor  to 
prevent  some  effort  to  run  in  or  out.  I  shall  despatch  a  gunboat  to  atop  that 
game.  Thia  is  another  of  the  indications  that  the  perfect  blockade  of  Chftrleaton 
is  driving  speculators  to  the  smaller  ports  to  get  cotton  out,  and  a  return  cargo  in. 
I  hitve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bcrvant,  ' 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A  It-  Sguadrim. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Wathington,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — The  speed  of  the  Uootauk  nnu  tried  this  morning,  and  found  to  be 
improved  trom  3^  to  €  knots,  with  the  same  amount  of  steam.  The  EricaEton 
raft  will  be'  tried  to-day  on  a  Monitor. 


Trial  of  a  torpedo. 

Flao-Stbamer  Philadklfhia, 

Of  Morris  Mand,  November  6,  1863- 
SlK :  The  torpedo  was  tried  to-day,  and  its  action  was  complete.  There 
was  said  to  be  eix  hundred  (600)  pounds  of  powder  in  it,  but  the  shock  was  so 
slight  as  not  to  compare  with  the  )*hock  even  of  diaCant  cannon.  The  column 
of  water  was  large,  but  not  what  I  should  have  expected.  The  ra,h  very 
naturally  retards  the  motion  of  the  Monitors,  whether  direct  or  lateral,  but  in 
the  perfect  smooth  water  which  we  bad,  (a  miracle  here,)  not  inconveniently. 
The  veasel  performed  quite  well. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  Stevena  and  Mr.  Griffin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapecifully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  Oideoh  Wellbs, 

Sterelary  of  the  Navy,  Watkmgton.  D.  C. 


Umtbd  States  Ibon-clad  Patapsco, 

Of  Morrit  bland,  November  7,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tbat  after  two  trials,  one  of  which  failed  on 
account  of  the  damaged  condition  of  the  powder,  we  sncceeded  yesterday  in 
exploding  the  torpedo  deaigned  by  Mr.  Ericsson.  For  the  special  purpose 
of  removing  fixed  ohatructious,  I  think  it  like  all  that  Mr.  Ericsson  under- 
takes— a  complete  success.  The  shock  of  the  explosion  was  hardly  perceptible 
npon  the  ves^l. 

While  I  give  my  unqualified  approval,  resulting  from  this  practical  test  in 
favor  of  thia  invention  of  Mr.  Ericsson,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  tbat,  for 
operationB  against  iron-clads,  or  a  moving  force,  the  arrangement  and  attachment 
are  too  cumbersome  and  complicated.     In  my  opinion,  we  reqnire,.^oinething, 
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in  the  way  of  a  torpedo,  which  can  be  mani^d  with  facility,  and  will  not  in- 
terfere with  the  Bteamiiig  and  manoeuvring  of  the  iron-dads. 
I  am,  sir,  joara  reepectfully, 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbx, 

Commanding  South  Allanfic  Blockading  Squadron. 

United  States  Monitor  Patapsco, 
Of  Ckarhston,  SotifA  Carolina.  November  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  reapectfolly  eubmit  the  following  report  of  an  experiment  made  yt»- 
terday  of  au  obstruction  reraovcr,  wliich  wan  dueisned  by  Captain  Ericsson. 
(  This  obRtniction  remover  cODBifts  of  a  cast-iron  Bhell.  or  torpedo,  about  twenty' 
three  feet  long  and  ten  inches  in  diameter,  containing  six  hundred  ponnd;  of 
powder.  This  is  discharged  by  a  trigger-board  placed  directly  in  front,  and  ex- 
tending the  entire  length  of  the  BhcIl,  adjusted  on  the  plan  of  a  parallel  rulw. 
This  board,  by  being  pushed  in  contact  with  obstructions,  will  spring  t»o 
locks,  placed  equi-distant  on  the  torpedo,  causing  an  explosion  of  the  ?heU. 
These  torpedoes  are  auapended  from  rafts  carried  on  the  bowa  of  Monitors,  and 
held  in  position  forward  by  two  booms,  which  are  firmly  secured  to  the  rati. 
There  ia  also  attached  to  the  forward  part  of  the  torpedo  a  series  of 'air  veKela. 
BO  arranged  as  to  cause  the  explosive  power  to  be  expended  in  that  dins:[ion. 
As  this  trial  was  only  made  to  show  the  effect  of  the  explosion  on  the  Monitor 
and  bow  much  it  interfered  with  the  manceuvring  of  the  tckbcI,  it  was  camei 
on  in  deep  water.  The  Patapsco,  the  vessel  on  which  the  trial  was  made,  had. 
on  account  of  the  foulness  of  her  bottom,  only  a  speed  of  about  3^  knots  with  the 
raft  on.  I  should  judge  she  was  not  tu  be  driven  more  than  tnree  knots;  and 
ill  making  a  circuit,  wiin  the  helm  hard  down,  it  takes  at  least  half  as  much  more 

In  exploding  the  torpedo,  which  was  suspended  at  a  depth  of  thirteen  feeu 
the  shock  was  hardly  perceptible  on  the  Patapsco,  while  the  body  of  water  dis- 
placed and  thrown  upwards  to  a  height  of  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  was  really 
fearful.  This  body  of  water  was  thrown  forward,  and  but  a  slight  quantity  of 
water  fell  upon  tlie  deck  of  the  vcbpcI.  The  raft  was  raised  about  two  feetat 
the  foi-ward  end,  but  sustained  no  material  injury.  In  reference  to  the  efltet- 
iveneas  of  this  arrangement  for  removing  and  destroying  obstructions,  sncb  u 
spiles,  chains,  net-work,  and  torpedoes,  which  it  can  be  brought  in  conticl 
with,  I  believe  it  will  be  completely  successful.  The  three  rafts  which  are  now 
at  hand  can  have  all  the  attachments  made,  except  launching  the  torpedo  over- 
board, so  as  to  be  ready  for  nse  at  short  notice, 

I  am,  very  respeclfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  GEIFFIN, 
AttUtant  Intpeetor  of  Lvn-^dt. 
Rcar-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlobkn,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Repairt  made  on  the  Paitaic,  <fc. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Pass>ic, 

QfMorrit  bland,  8.  C,  November  8,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  return  of  this  vessel  from  Fort  Boy«l. 
where  she  has  been  nndei^ing  repairs. 

In  addition  to  the  injuries  to  the  deck,  Ace.,  caused  by  the  fire  of  the  eMmy, 

the  turret  of  this  vessel  was  so  jammed  thHt  it  could  not  revolve  without  esny- 

JDg  with  it  the  spindle  and  pilot-house.     Much  time  waa  expended,  under  lb<' 

'Tvision  of  Mr.  Hughes,  assistant  inspector  of  iron-clads.  in  endeavoring  t" 
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overcome  this  difficalty ;  duriog  which  endeavors  the  tarrel  enppncB  were  sub- 
jected to  mucH  Btrain.  He  did  not  Bucceed  in  overcoming  the  difficulty,  but  the 
opportone  smval  of  Mr.  Griffin,  HBai^tant  inspector  of  iroii-clads,  from  the 
north,  pn^^■e^ted  the  veseel  from  going  north  for  repairs. 

Mr.  Gtiffin  detected  the  difficulty  hs  existing  in  the  compoeition  ring  on  the 
roof  of  the  turret,  which  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  steadying  the  pilot-house. 
He  cut  the  ring  in  two,  and  faund  a  piece  of  brokeu  bolt  which  had  jammed 
between  the  ring  and  the  pilot-house.  The  removal  of  this  obstruction  allowed 
the  turret  to  revolve  independently  of  the  spindle,  and  the  repairs  on  the  vessel 
were  forthwith  commenced. 

Much  of  the  old  wooden  deck  had  to  be  removed.  Wherever  it  was  cut 
away,  the  wood  was  found  to  be  of  the  beet  quality  and  well  preserved.  The 
manner  in  which  the  original  deck  of.  this  vessel  had  heon  calked  cannot  be 
surpassed.  j^Iucli  of  the  comfort  of  the  crew  on  hoiird  this  class  of  vessel  must 
depend  upon  the  ability  to  keep  the  lower  deck  dry  ;  thus  too  much  attention 
cannot  hi-  paid  to  the  calking  of  the  deck  when  it  is  first  laid. 

The  work  of  repairs  was  carried  on  iu  an  expeditious  manner,  the  workmen 
working  faithfully  at  the  diffitmnt  jobB^  but  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of 
repairing  the  deck  was  designed  has  proved  faulty.  Iu  several  places  bolts 
have  been  driven  through  the  wooden  deck  so  that  the  ends  project  below,  thus 
can.'ing  leaks,  depriving  the  crew  of  a  portion  of  their  Bleeping  room,  already 

Suite  contracted.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  correct  this  difficulty  in  this  vessel,  but 
consider  it  as  a  very  necessary  pn^caution,  in  all  repairs  of  the  decks  of  these 
vessels,  that  the  work  must  he  so  designed  as  not  to  require  the  driving  of  a 
single  bolt  through  the  deck.  Short  bolts  should  be  required  to  "  take"  in  a  beam. 
The  armor  of  the  stern  of  this  vessel  was  sprung  apart  about  six  inches  by 
contact  with  another  Unnitor.  Holes  were  drilled,  and  three  two-inch  bolts 
were  inserted,  by  which  the  parts  of  the  armor  were  made  to  approach  each 
other.  When  they  were  aa  close  as  they  could  be  drawn  by  this  means,  the 
bolts  and  nuts  were  removed,  and  rivets  HubKtitutcd.  Although  the  contact  is 
not  perfect,  I  consider  the  ft>'rn  Ktrongcr  than  it  was  before. 

While  undergoing  repair:!  in  Statinn  creek,  the  "  divers,"  employed  by  the 
Bureau  of  UonHiniction,  were  occupied  in  cleaning  the  bottom.  They  reported 
that  but  few  bariiaelea  were  attached  to  the  bottom,  but  that  the  grass  was  very 
thick  and  long.  They  brought  up  baskets  full  of  grass  in  proof  of  their  asser- 
tioD.  On  leaving  the  creek,  in  order  to  test  the  work  of  tbc  divers,  the  vessel 
was  beached,  and  hci  bottom  subjected  to  as  careful  an  examination  as  the  state 
of  the  tides  would  allow,  the  approach  of  the  neap  tides  not  permitting  us  to 
ste  more  than  a  foot  below  the  overhang.  There  were  no  barnacles  nor  oysters 
to  be  seen — nothing  but  a  quantity  of  grass,  evidently  lately  formed,  with  here 
and  there  a  patch  of  old  grass  left  by  the  divers. 

It  would  seem  that  the  reason  why  the  bamacleif  and  oysters  do  not  attach 
themselves  to  the  bottom  of  this  vessel  is,  that  it  i^  covered  with  zinc  paint, 
int'K-nd  of  the  red  lead  with  which  the  other  Monitors  are  painted.  The  bot- 
totn^  of  the  Montauk  and  Weebawkcu  (which  came  under  my  notice)  were 
perfect  oyster  beds.  I  think  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  use  of  the 
zitic  paint  will  enable  an  iron  veBsel  to  retain  her  speed  for  a  much  longer  time 
than  if  she  were  painted  with  red  lead.  The  zinc  paint  ^eems  to  have  a  ten- 
dency, however,  to  scale  off,  which  might  leave  the  iron  exposed.  PcrhapB  a 
judicious  mixture  of  the  zinc  and  red  lead  might  meet  both  objecta,  vis :  to  pro- 
tect tbe  iron,  while  preventing  the  btunacles  and  oyste»  from  attaching  to  the 
bu[ti>iii. 

Atter  beaching,  I  took  on  board  ordnance  stores  and  cool,  and,  iu  tow  of  the 
Admiral  DuPout,  proceeded  to  this  place. 

Difficulty  bos  always  been  experienced  iu  stuwiog  tbe  amount  of  ammuoition 
that  was  considered  desirable  to  be  kept  on  board  of  vessels  of  this  class  during 
active  operations. 
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In  order  to  make  more  room,  1  bavc  removed,  from  under  rooma  in  tlie  ward- 
Toom,  ballast  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  tons,  and  hare  taken  on  board  that 
additional  amount  of  ammunition.  In  order  to  find  room  for  the  etorsge  of 
powder,  I  now  use  my  shell-room  as  ausiliary  powder  magazine,  and  tjie  sbtll^ 
are  stowed  nil  along  under  the  ward-room  and  oerib  deck. 

I  have  been  fortunate  in  having  as  my  senior  engineer  an  officer  of  much  n- 

Sierience  and  ability,  which  will  account  for  the  trifling  repairs  that  were  required 
or  the  engine  and  boilej-e. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  elate  that  this  vessel  feels  the  effect  of  the  batteiin" 
she  has  received.  Water  finds  its  way  into  her  much  more  freely  than  it  did 
formerly,  and  when  loaded  full  of  cool,  steady  Btreums  of  water  poured  into  the 
fire-room  from  leaks  apparently  exiBting  in  the  upper  parte  of  the  overhang.  I 
cannot  say  that  any  of  the  parte  of  the'  deck  which  havu  been  repaired  hMn 
proved  to  be  perfectly  tight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 
LieKtenanl  Comma*der,  Comtnamding. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloki^.v. 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Ammunition  expended  by  the  Pataptco. 

Umtbd  States  Iron-clad  Patapsuo, 

OfMorrit  Iiland,  Nocember  10,  1863. 
SiK  :  Since  laj  last  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Sumter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  iofonn  you  we  have  fired  from  this  vessel  ninety-»ix  rifle  projectiles  at  tbe 
fort,  of  which  three   were  defective,  eighty-two  struck   the  fort,  and  eleven 
missed. 

From  the  XV-inch  gun  twenty-two  twenty-second  fuzed  shell  have  been  fired 
at  the  same  object,  of  which  sixteen  struck  the  fort,  and  six  missed. 

During  all  the  time  we  have  been  engaged,  there  have  been  five  bondred  and 
seventy-three  eliella  (of  which  five  hundred  and  fifteen  were  from  the  rifle  gnn) 
fired,  of  which  number  four  hundred  and  thirteen  struck  the  fort,  twenty -scTni 
were  defective,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  mieeed. 
Very  respectfully,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 

Commanda. 
Bear-AdmiralJ.  A.  Dahlgben, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Engagement  of  ike  Lehigh  tviifi  the  enemy  while  aground  ';  gallantry  ofrerlai^ 

[De»psti-hKc254.] 

Flao-Stbambb  Philadblthu. 
Of  Morri»  hland.  November  17,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  meritnrioue  service  under  a  i-.rnt 
Hre  cii  the  enemy,  by  certain  persona  of  this  squadron. 

Last  evening  the  enemy  unexpectedly  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  from  Moul- 
trie upon  our  works  oit  Morris  island.  General  Gillmorc  telegraphed  me  accord- 
ingly thus  :  "  The  enemy  have  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Cummings's  Point.  Will 
you  have  some  of  your  vessels  move  up  so  as  to  prevent  on  attack  by  boaii  v~ 
""C  Bca  face  of  the  point  1"  , 
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Ic  n-u  now  about  lU  p.  ni.,  and  I  nt  once  ordered  the  Uonitors  on  picket  to 
move  up,  m  as  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  also  to  cause  the  tn^  on  patrol  to 
beep  a  ^d  look-out. 

Tlii«  morning  early  it  was  reported  that  the  Ijfhigh  had  grounded,  and  the 
eii«m7  hod  opened  heavily  on  her  from  Moultrie  and  the  adjacent  hatteries.  I 
at  once  signalized  to  the  irou-clads  to  get  under  way,  and  myself  vent  up  in 
tbe  Paeeaic.  On  reaching  the  spot  I  perceived  that  the  Nahant  was  very  close 
to  ibe  Lehigh,  so  I  pasi^  to  her,  where  I  found  Lienteuant  Commander  Gom- 
«e]l  preparing  to  aseist  hii  comrade. 

With  difficulty  and  much  danger  it  was  contrived  to  get  three  ov  four  hawsers 
<m«»»sively  from  the  Nahnnt  to  the  Lehigh  ;  two  were  ent  by  chafing  and  one 
liy  the  enemy's  shot ;  the  laet  one  held,  and  at  high  wal«r  the  Lehigh  floated  off. 
With  pleasure  I  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  behavior  of  Acting  Ensign 
B  Burke,  who  was  severely  wounded,  and  also  of  the  medical  officer  of  iLe 
lehijdi.  Dr.  W.  Longshaw ;  twice  he  passed  in  a  small  boat  from  the  Lehigh  to 
tlie  Nahant,  carrying  a  line  bent  on  the  hawser;  the  shot  and  shells  from  cau- 
Don  sad  mortars  were  flying  and  breaking  all  around. 

The  third  time,  this  service  was  performed  by  three  seamen,  Horatio  Young, 
William  Williams,  and  Frank  8.  Gile.  These  I  advanced  on  the  spot  in 
their  rotes. 

I  have  also  given  appointments  as  master's  mates  to  the  two  petty  officers 
who  rowed  Dr.  Longshaw,  George  W.  Leland  and  Thomas  Irving. 

It  would  also  have  been  very  gratifying  to  me  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 
"drance  Acting  Ensign  Burke  and  Dr.  Longshaw  under  the  fire,  when  they  so 
well  performed  their  duty,  and  by  which  the  former  had  been  severely  hurt ; 
for  a  recognition  of  this  kind  has  always  been  more  valued  in  military  service 
tiiao  any  other.  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  the  depart- 
Deni,  with  the  observation  that  they  risked  their  lives  to  save  an  invaluable 
veaael,  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  sustained  no  great  damage. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  remark  that  the  few  officers  were  actively  employed  in 
other  duties  at  the  time. 

The  Passaic  and  Montank  tired  with  great  precision,  and  I  think  with  effect, 
for  their  shells  seemed  to  me  to  strike  the  test  of  the  parapet  every  time. 

Commander  Bryson  an^  Lieutenant  Commander  Comwell,  with  their  officers, 
did  their  duty  handsomely  on  the  occasion. 
I  enclose  the  re.port  of  Commander  Bryson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Ber\'ant, 
JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C 

NOVBMSBB  18, 
I  may  add  in  continuation  of  this  letter,  that  in  the  afternoon  of  to-day  it  was 
reported  to  me  that  the  Lehigh  had  suddenly  sprung  aleak,  which  let  in  nine 
inches  of  water  the  hour.  When  I  went  on  board  the  water  was  coming  in  at 
the  bow  with  some  noise,  apparently  a  foot  below  the  overhang.  It  is  impos- 
rible  to  speak  with  certainty  of  the  estent  of  this  leak  or  the  cause  that  baa 
produced  it ;  the  latter  would  naturally  be  attributed  to  the  events  of  yesterday, 
and  yet  its  locality  renders  it  difficult  to  understand  that  it  could  have  been 
<mu»iid  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy  or  by  contact  with  the  shoal. 

When  the  vessel  has  been  beached  I  shall  be  able  to  report  with  certainty. 
The  accident  is  unlucky  just  at  this  time,  when  three  Moiiitons  arc  absent  under 

Thu  ioflow  of  water  has  now  been  reduced  to  five  inches  per  hour,  and  I  am 
in  hopes  that  the  injury  will  prove  immaterial.  .    (^  iOQqIc 

J.  A.  tP 
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BURBAU  OP  MbDICINB  AND  St'KOERV. 

Noeember  28,  1863. 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend,  as  &  r^coguitioa  of  the  galUnt  conduct  and  efficient 
aervice,  under  a  heavy  iite  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  cannon  vA 
mortare,  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  of  the  Monitor  Lehigh,  ta 
amply  set  forth  by  Reai-  Ailmiral  Dahlgieii  in  general  ordere  of  the  17tfa  misai. 
that  an  order  issue  giving  Ai^i^isttiDt  Surgeon  Lougeliaw  the  pririleg«  d 
examination  as  soon  as  hia  two  years'  sea  service  reqaired  by  law  enal)  be  eon- 

Sleted,  and  if  successful,  that  he  shall  rank  as  passed  assistant  surgeon  from  thf 
ate  of  hid  examination,  without  reference  to  others  of  his  date  or  clas^. 

W.  WHELAN,  CMef  of  Bmrrat. 


Umtbd  States  Iron-clad  Lehigh, 

OJMorrit  hland,  S.  C.  November  17,  1863. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  t>  your  order  of  the  night 
of  November  15, 1  moved  up,  whilst  on  picket  service,  to  a  position  which  wonlil 
enable  me  to  use  my  guns  ou  any  boats  of  the  enemy  which  might  be  ?t*n 
approaching  Cummings's  Point. 

I  auchoi'cd  the  ship  in  three-quarters  fathom  of  water,  on  a  half  ebb  lidr, 
feeling  that  she  was  perfectly  secure.  On  the  making  of  the  flood  tide  fhi- 
swung,  and  in  swinging  it  is  my  belief  that  she  touched  on  a  lump  and  then 
hung.  The  water  was  eo  smooth,  and  she  went  on  so  easily,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  at  what  time  during  the  night  she  touched.  After  daylight  I 
made  the  attempt  to  get  under  steam,  and  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  ship  wu 
on  the  bottom.  Signal  was  then  made  to  this  eflect.  and  that  aBxidtance  migbi 
be  rendered  mc.  I  woe  within  range  of  the  enemy'a  batteries  on  SullivuiV 
island,  and  as  soon  as  they  perceived  that  the  ship  was  ashore  they  opened  on 
me  I'rom  nine  different  batteries,  Htriking  twenty-two  times,  nine  of  which  ire 
wounds  on  the  deck  plating;  and  these  ate  the  most  serious  of  all  the  woond.' 
she  received.    ■  ^ 

The  Nahant  being  the  nearest  ship  to  me,  immediately  came  to  my  aasistancc. 
and  anchored  near  us.  Lines  were  procured  from  the  Nahant  on  three  occasimis. 
the  first  two  being  shot  away,  and  the  third  successfully  made  fast.  Tbr 
Nahant  then  steamed  ahead,  the  Moutauk  being  ahead  of  her,  the  Lehigh  back- 
ing, and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  the.  ship  floated.  No  injury  has  been  iom 
the  ship  by  grounding  that  can  he  perceived.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that,*hile 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  there  were  wounded  one  officer  and  sii 
men — two  seriously,  the  others  slightly. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  say  that  all  under  these  trj-ing  circumsbmces  did 
.their  duty,  there  being  no  confusion  and  everything  working  welL 

I  would  especially  mention  the  valuable  services  voluntarily  rendered  by 
Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  and  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with  whiei 
George  W.  Leland  (gunner's  mate,)  and  Thomas  Irving  (cockswain,)  nMumed 
the  boat  which  was  engaged  in  passing  lines  under  a  heavy  fiie. 

Acting  Ensign  Richard  Burke  also  commanded  my  admiraUon  for  the  coon- 
geouB  manner  in  which  he  pertbrmed  all  his  duties,  the  value  of  which  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRITSON,  Commmdtr. 

Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahloben, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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Opinitm  of  AuUtant  Intpeetor  Hughet  on  eariout  point*. 

Steamer  Relibp, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.  December  4,  1863. 
Sir:  I  recdved  from  Commander  William  EeynoldB  a  copy  of  your  order 
dated  November  26,  desiriag  a,  n-port  from  me  on  any  of  the  following  queetione 
that  come  within  my  knowledge : 

1.  The  efieet  of  the  shot  on  the  tarret,  pilot-hoaee,  deck,  side-armor,  and 
working  parts.  Sec. 

2.  Qoantity  of  excreBcence  on  the  bottom,  and  its  nature.  Was  the  work  of 
tbe  diven  vflieient  on  the  Paaeaic  and  Patapaco ;  cosld  they  remove  the  oyster- 
Afl\»  ae  well  as  the  gnusT  Does  the  be«ching  allow  of  the  cleaning  of  all 
parts  of  the  bottom ;  if  not,  are  the  divers  able  to  complete  the  parts  that  are 
not  reached  on  the  beacbt  Which,  paint,  zinc,  or  lead,  ia  most  preventive  of 
fouling  1 

i.  How,  beached  and  shored,  does  the  operation  appear  to  strain  the  bull,  or 
effect  its  form  or  fastenings  in  any  way)  Is  any  effect  perceptible  ow  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  engine  or  tnrrett 

4.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  boilen>?  Had  the  M:aling  been  injurionsi 
Were  the  boilers  blown  ss  frvqnentlj'  as  they  should  have  beent  What 
EDeana  can  be  adopted  to  give  opp^rtnnity  in  service  for  ascertaining  the  stale 
of  the  scale,  preventing  ita  formation  and  removal ) 

StR:  In  aaswerto  the  above  questions  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report: 

I.  TAe  effect  of  the  that  on  (Krre(.— The  shot  make  an  indenWtion  on  the  iron, 
and  break  the  bolts  that  fasten  the  plating  together.  The  greatest  indentations 
ibat  have  come  to  my  knowledge  were  to  the  depth  of  2^  and  2%  inches.  In 
niy  opinion,  those  indentations  were  made  from  11  and  13-inch  solid  shot,  most 
ol  them  from  1 1'inch.  A  shot  of  this  kind  will  generally  break  from  one  to  five 
or  «ix  bolta.  The  Nahant  received  a  shot  that  broke  twelve  bolts.  I  find  that 
the  shot  broke  more  bolts  in  the  Nahant's  tarret  than  in  any  of  the  others. 

I  think  the  reason  of  this  is,  the  bolts  are  not  so  good  a  fit  in  the  Nahant's 
tarret  as  in  the  others.  Some  of  the  Monitors'  turrets  have  received  seventy 
and  eighty  shots.  When  the  bolts  break  they  can  soon  be  replaced.  I  do  not 
Me  that  the  turrets  are  injured  practically. 

The  effect  ofihot  on  pilot-koiue. — The  shots  make  an  impression  on  pilot-house 
adout  the  same  as  on  turret;  but  since  the  extra  tbicknees  of  three  inches  has  been 
pot  on,  the  sliots  do  no  other  injury. 

The  effect  oftkot  ox  the  deck. — If  the  shot  strikes  on  a  beam,  it  generally  cuta 
away  the  iron  plating  and  makes  an  indentatioa  in  the  beam;  and  if  it  strikes 
between  the  beams,  it  generally  breaks  the  deck  plank  through. 

The  effect  oftkot  on  the  armature. — The  armature  haa  been  penetrated  to  the 
depth  of  the  five  thicknesses  of  inch  plating,  and  some  of  the  shot  have  lodged 
where  tbey  stmck.  The  shot  also  bends  the  plating  and  starts  the  fastenings. 
I  have  never  known  any  shot  or  shell  to  do  any  injury  to  any  of  the  machinery 
or  workii^  parts  of  the  vessel. 

Vou  will  please  observe  that  the  shots  I  have  been  referring  to,  I  believe 
to  have  taken  effect  when  the  Monitors  were  fighting  the  enemy  at  the  shortest 
range.  The  Monitors  have  received  shoti>  on  alt  parts  that  were  scarcely  per- 
ceptible. 

2.  Quantiti/  ^  exereteenee  on  the  bottom. — The  bottom  of  the  Monitors  is 
covered  wnth  a  thick  coating  of  oyster-shells  and  grass.  The  grass  grows  to  a 
considerable  length;  I  have  a  sample  here  of  what  came  off  the  bottom  of  the  Cats- 
kill.  It  seems  to  be  grass  eoralized ;  it  resembles  strong  broom-cnm,  and  is  twelve 
inches  long.  In  my  opinion,  the  work  of  the  divers  was  efficient  on  the  Passaic 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 19  :   GoO^^Ic 
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and  PatapBCO.  They  muet  have  removed  the  oyster-ehells  off  those  Ytfeili. 
The  quantity  of  excrescence  on  the  bottom  of  the  above  named  yeesele  was  vcrj 
different  from  what  wae  oii  the  Catskill.  The  beaching  does  not  admit  of  clean- 
ing all  parts  of  the  bottom ;  there  are  about  two  feet  or  two  feet  six  inches  mi 
reached.  In  mj  opinion  the  divers  can  dean  the  part  that  is  not  reached  u;: 
well  as  they  can  the  other  parts  of  the  bottom. 

In  my  opinion,  zinc  paint  is  the  best  to  prevent  fouling.  I  do  not  think  (bix 
any  kind  of  paint  wc  can  put  on  the  bottom  of  the  Monitors,  while  on  the  be-ich. 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  The  time  being  so  short  irom  the  time  the  paini 
ie  put  on,  it, is  covered  with  water  before,  it  gets  a  sufficient  time  to  dry, 

3.  How  beached  and  shored. — The  Monitore  are  put  broadside  on  the  bewb, 
without  any  shoring.  When  the  Monitors  are  properly  beached  there  i*  no 
danger  whatever  of  straining  any  part  of  the  vespel,  or  having  any  injnnoiis 
effect  on  machinery  or  turret. 

The  Catskill  lay  on  the  beach  in  a  very  bad  position  for  one  tide.  She  lij 
Htem  on,  and  there  was  a  difference  of  eight  feet  of  water  between  bow  and  slcn. 

While  she  lay  in  this  position  some  parts  of  the  machinery  had  to  be  unfut 
ened,  and  there  was  a  perceptible  alteration  in  tlie  fire-room  floor  plates.  Wbiii 
she  floated  the  parts  went  back  to  their  places.  The  vessel  does  not  appear  u/ 
hjive  Bust^ned  any  injury. 

The  fourth  question,  regarding  the  boilers,  comes  under  the  fleet  engineer. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATKICK  SCGHES. 

A**utaMt  Lupector. 

J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Rtar-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Sqvadron. 


Weekly  report  of  the  condition  of  ike  Monitor*. 

Port  Eoyal,  S.  C, 

Steamer  Riiief.  September  26,  1863. 
SiH;  In  obedience  to  your  orders  requiring  me  to  hand  in  a  weekly  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  iron-clad  Monitors,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follo'»: 

Webhawebn. 

The  work  on  this  vessel  is  very  nearly  completed.  The  deck  is  repaired, and 
new  packing  put  around  the  turret.  The  twits  broken  in  turret  and  pilot-hoa.~« 
have  all  been  replaced — the  extra  thickness  put  on  the  pilot-house  cover. 

The  men  are  working  on  the  pilot-house  sleeve,  which  will  take  five  dsy«  i^ 
finish.     The  patch  on  her  side,  nnder  the  overhang,  is  nearly  finished. 

This  vessel  will  be  finished,  with  all  the  additions,  about  Friday,  October  2. 

Pataprco. 
The  deck  of  this  vessel  has  been  repaired,  and  smoke-box  very  neariy  tin- 
iehed ;  bolts  replaced  on  pilot-house  and  turret ;  the  holes  drilled  in  tnnvt  f''i 
base  ring;  new  cover  made  for  pilot-house.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  repair  ii>'' 
standing  part  of  the  smoke-pipe  to  make  it  satisfactory.  I  hope  this  reswl  "'•' 
not  be  required  until  a  new  pipe  comes  from  New  York.  To  finish  the  repair? 
and  put  all  the  additions  on  this  vessel,  it  will  take  fourteen  days. 

Passaic. 

I  have  examined  this  vesRel,  and  report  her  condition  as  follows: 
The  deck  has  received  eleven  shots,  seven  of  which  have  broken  thiwipb  iL' 
wood  work  of  deck,  requiring  twenty  deck  plates  to  repair,  and  seven  pieet*  • ' 
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deck  timber.  The  turret  waa  struck  forty-eight  times ;  some  of  theee  shots  were 
ver;  heavy,  having  injured  the  turret  aiid  bnse  ring  eoDBtdcrably.  Armntnre 
na«  struck  twenty-eight  times,  which  has  started  the  plating  off  the  woi>d  work 
in  a  uamber  of  places.  The  plating  oti  lier  prow  is  started  open  almost  four' 
inebes  by  coming  into  collision  with  the  Montauk.  The  pilot-house  received 
tbrtx  shots.  The  bolts  in  the  turret  and  piloi-house  of  this  veitsel  have  stood 
well,  consideriog  the  heavy  shots  received.     'I'here  are  only  a  few  broken. 

The  turret  of  this  vessel  is  in  a  very  bad  condition;  the  spindle  has  got  jammed 
in  ths  beam,  and  I  tried  all  means  in  my  power  to  make  it  revolve,  without  suc- 
cat.  I  hod  new  chucks  fitted  in  to  hold  the  spiudle,  and  the  wooden  buams  in 
tniret  chamber  all  shored  to  keep  them  from  springing.  Thirty-five  pounds 
prea«are  of  steam  got  on  boilers,  (alt  that  captain  would  allow, )  and  started  the 
nirret  cDgiacs  at  the  great  risk  of  smashing  tlie  gearing,  bnt  I  could  not  succeed 
in  revolving  the  turret.  I  have  cume  to  the  conclusion  that  the  spindle  will 
have  to  be  taken  out  of  turret.  To  do  this  the  pilot-house  and  turret  beams 
will  have  to  come  out.  The  pilot-house,  as  it  is  at  present,  weighs  about  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-four  tone.  I  cannot  make  it  any  lighter,  as  the  shots  received 
oij  pilot-honse  prevents  me  from  taking  the  sleeve  off.  It  will  take  a  great  deal 
nf  labor  and  time,  with  the  means  wc  have  here,  to  do  the  repairs  to  this  vessel. 
it  will  require  thirty-five  days  to  put  this  vessel  to  rights  with  the  work  I  have 
'  n  band  at  present. 

Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES. 

Aitulant  hupector. 
J.  A.  Dahlobbn, 

Rear- Admiral,  8.  A.  B.  Sfttadnm. 

P.  S- — I  do  not  know  if  Uaptain  Reynolds  will  undertake  to  lift  twenty-four 
tons  on  the  yard-arm  of  Vermont. 

P.  H. 


Stsambb  Rblibp, 
Port  Royal,  October  3,  1863. 
SiK :    I  have  tbe  honor  (o  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
vit;  Weeliawken,  Patapsco,  and  Passaic. 

■  The  Wechawken  will  be  finished  on  Sunday  evening.  October  4,  with  all  the 
udditions  on  her.  I  tried  to  take  the  plates  off  her  prow,  but  found  that  I  could 
not  take  the  bolts  out  that  are  under  water. 

Patapeco. — The  smoke-box  is  finished,  and  broken  bolts  replaced  in  turret 
and  pilot-house,  and  new  cover  made  for  pilot-house.     I  am  having  the  deck 
cut  out  around  the  turret,  and  repairing  the  smoke-pipe.     This  vessel  will  be 
tini^-Ued.  with  all  tbe  additions,  by  tbe  11th  instant. 
I'assftic. — I  am  awaiting  orders  on  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

■  PATRICK  HUGHES, 
■  Atnitant  Intjiector. 

3.    A.    DAHLaRBN, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steambr  Relief, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Octoher  10,  1B63. 
Sir  :   I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
«-ii :  PatApsco,  Passaic,  and  Hontauk. 

The  Patapeco  will  be  finished,  with  all  repairs  and  additions  put  on^on  Tues- 
lay,  I3tli  instant.     The  divers  are  now  working  on  her  bottom,  -i  i;>  LiOO'Jle 
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Passaic— I  am  bttppy  to  infonn  yon  that  the  turret  of  thiB  veBwl  now  re- 
toItcb,  Mr.  GrilBn  very  wisely  concluded  that  the  trouble  was  in  ihe  pilot- 
bonse  base-ring,  (that  is.  the  ring  for  keeping  the  pilot-honse  ia  its  place.)  We 
cut  it  apart  and  fouod  a  bolt  one  inch  ia  diameter  and  one  inch  long  between 
pilot-bouse  collar  and  base-ring.  It  seems  very  strange  how  it  got  there.  1 
would  almost  say  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  there  hy  accident.  We  were 
compelled  to  cut  the  ring  apart  to  remedy  the  difficulty,  as  the  eleeve  on  pilot- 
house  prevents  the  ring  from  being  lifted  off.  I  will  have  the  decks  repaiivd 
and  bow  fixed,  and  turret  and  pilot-house  in  good  order,  and  the  vessel  itadj 
for  action  by  the  2A  of  November. 

Montank. — The  turret,  pilot-house,  and  deck  of  this  vessel  have  not  sufiered 
moeb.  She  received  four  pretty  hard  shots  in  her  armature,  from  the  eSecl  of 
which  she  leaks  a  little.  I  will  have  the  additions  on  her,  and  the  vessel  itaij 
for  action  same  time  as  Passaic,  to  wit,  2d  of  November.  The  pilot-house  cover 
of  this  vessel  has  received  a  very  severe  shot,  almost  as  bad  as  Oatakill  or  Ps- 
tapsco.  I  have  not  yet  any  extra  plates  for  strengthening  the  pilot-bouse  covers, 
but  I  expect  some  from  New  York,  every  day,  and  I  believe  will  be  her*  before 
I  have  done  the  rest  of  the  work. 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Auittant  hupector. 

3.  A.  Dahloren,  Rear'Admiral. 


Stbambk  ^likf. 
Part  Royal,  H.  C,  Oetaher  17, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  coaditiou  of  the  following  Monitwh  >o 
wit :  Passaic  and  Hontank. 

The  repairs  to  the  Passaic  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  men  tn 
working  on  her  deck,  turret,  and  bow.  I  will  have  her  ready  to  leave  here  on 
the  SStb  instant.  This  will  be  seven  days  less  than  I  stated  in  my  last  repori- 
Tbe  reason  of  this  is,  that  I  employed  four  new  men.  These  men  answer  di>' 
very  well.  They  bad  left  Key  West,  and  were  going  north  in  the  steaauhip 
Union.  1  employed  those  men  after  I  saw  a  copy  of  au  order  from  yon  to  barr 
the  men  work  as  much  time  as  they  were  able;  and  also  to  employ  more, if  nr- 
cessary,  in  order  t«  get  the  Monitors  done  as  quick  as  possible. 

Aa  I  stated  to  you  in  my  ta£t  report,  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  repaira  to  I* 
done  to  the  Montank.  The  men  are  putting  on  the  base-ring  of  turivt  am' 
working  on  pilot-house  sleeve,  and  I  expect  to  have  the  additions  on  about  ihi- 
same  time  as  tlie  Passaic,  lo  wit,  25th  October.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  thxi 
a  new  pilot-house  cover  arrived  here  in  the  steamer  Kamak.  It  was  made  !••' 
the  CatskilJ  I  will  put  it  upon  the  Montank.  It  came  in  good  time.  V»u 
are  aware  we  made  a  new  cover  for  the  Catskill,  out  of  three  of  the  extra  plan-? 
that  were  for  strengthening  the  covers. 

If  yon  can  spare  the  Nahant,  I  will  have  the  remainder  of  ber  additii>D> 

fnt  on  in  six  days  after  I  get  through  with  the  two  Monitors  that  are  now  here.  • 
f  she  arrives  here  by  the  25th  instant,  I  will  have  her  ready  by  the  2i  "f 
November. 

Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES. 

AttUtant  Iiupeelor. 
J.  A.  Dahloiibn. 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  S^adrom. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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Rtbambr  Rblibp, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  October  24,  1863. 
S(B :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit:  FoBBBic,  Uontauk,  and  Nahant. 

The  Paasaic  is  nearly  finished.  We  are  Btilt  working  on  her  deck  and  bow. 
We  will  be  throngh  with  the  repairs  to-morrow.  The  nuts  of  top  row  of  bolts 
ia  tOTiet  are  not  covered  by  the  pilaeters.  I  am  going  to  take  th«m  oat  and  put 
rivets  in  tbeir  places.  I  do  this  at  the  reqnest  of  Captain  Simpson.  It  will 
detain  the  vessel  about  one  and  a  half  day.  I  will  be  all  through  with  this 
vessel  on  Taesday,  87th  instant. 

The  additions  to  the  Montauk  are  nearly  finished.  I  am  going  to  put  a  new 
tight  iron  part  on  emoke-ptpe,  and  take  the  bolts  out  of  top  row  of  turret  and 
put  rivets  in  their  places.  1  have  one  small  patch  to  put  on  her  armature,  to 
i^lop  a  leak.  I  will  have  this  vessel  done-  by  Tuesday  morning,  STth  instant. 
Ite  pilot-house  cover  that  came  from  New  York  was  a  very  rough  job.  I  will 
have  to  make  some  alterations  on  it. 

The  Nafaant  is  in  very  good  condition.  All  the  repairs  to  be  done  to  her  can 
be  done  by  three  men  in  about  three  duys.  I  will  have  the  pilot-house  sleeve 
put  on,  and  this  vessel  ready  to  leave  here  on  the  3d  of  November.  I  have  not 
any  plates  here  for  strengthening  the  pilot-house  cover.  I  expect  some  from 
Kew  York  ;  but,  A  case  they  do  not  come  in  time,  I  will  strengthen  the  cover 
of  pilot-hoTise  by  some  of  the  old  covers  that  1  took  from  other  vessels. 

If  you  could  send  the  Nantucket  here  after  I  am  through  with  those  vee- 
kU,  I  con  have  her  additions  put  on  in  twelve  days. 

When  I  get  the  additions  put  on  the  Nantucket.  I  will  be  throi^h  with 
the  work  that  I  came  here  to  do.  If  yon  have  any  work  of  importance  for  mtf 
to  do,  you  w^  please  send  me  an  order  to  the  effect,  as  I  could  not  take  the 
n^ppon Sibil ity  of  keeping  this  vessel  and  so  many  workmen  without  an  order 
from  you. 

The  workmen  under  my  chai^  are  pretty  well  used  up.     They  had  to 
vork  very  bard  and  long  hours.     They  did  not  expect  to  be  here  so  long. 
Their  garments  are  about  worn  out.     I  would  like  to  get  them  and  this  vessel 
to  New  York  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

AtiittaM  bupect&r. 
3.  A.  Daluhbb.n, 

Rear-Admiral,  S-  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Stbameb  Rblibp, 
Port  Royal.  S.  C,  November  1,  1863. 

.Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  to 
wit :  PsBsaic,  Montauk,  and  Nahant. 

The  Passaic  is  finished.  I  was  throngh  with  the  repairs  yesterday  morning, 
October  31.  I  have  been  longer  with  this  vessel  than  1  expected.  The 
cause  of  delay  was  for  want  of  machinery  from  the  machine  shop.  I  could  not 
get  the  use  of  the  shears  and  drill  when  I  required  them,  as  there  is  so 
much  work  on  hand. 

The  Montauk  is  finished.  I  was  through  with  the  repairs  and  additions  on 
Wednesday  morning,  October  28. 

The  work  on  Nahant  is  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  sleeve  was  pnt  on 
the  pilot-house  yesterday.  I  will  have  to  make  use  of  the  old  pilot-house  cover 
of  Montauk,  to  strengthen  the  pilot-house  cover  of  this  vessel.  The  extra  plates, 
for  Htreogthening  the  covers,  have  not  yet  arrived  from  New  York.     I  will  be 
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through  with  the  repaint  and  additionn  of  this  Teeeel  on  TaeBdaj'  moruing,  3d 
ioBtant. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Commander  Rflynatde,  senior  officer,  contaimng 
an  extract  from  a  letter  of  yours,  dated  October  39,  ordering  me  to  hare  a  frame- 
work of  woiid  or  iron  carried  aronud  the  bow  of  the  Monitors,  like  the  goardsof 
a  side- wheel  steamer,  or  even  projecting  beams  of  wood  or  rods  of  iron,  to  kr«p 
the  enemy's  vessels  off  for  the  length  of  pole  ou  which  the  torpedo  is  placed. 

If  you  would  please  order  the  Nantucket  here  to  have  the  additioai  pni 
on,  we  could,  at  the  same  time,  put  on  this  torpedu  preventive.     I  am  a^id 
it  will  take  considerable  time  to  haTcanythingmadeaatisfactorily,  with  the meann 
we  have  at  our  command,  to  keep  off  die  enemy's  vessels. 
.  Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

Attutant  Luptetor. 
J.  A.  Dahluben, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Stbambr  Rblikf. 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  i\*eember  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  vii : 
KTaliant  and  Weehawken. 

The  Nahont  is  finished.  I  made  somo  alterations  at  the  request  of  the  cap- 
tain, viz :  cutting  holes  in  bulkheads  to  let  the  water  get  running  to  the  pomp, 
'and  cut  a  dead-light  hole  in  deck  to  change  one  of  tke  d^ic.  This  extra  vnA 
has  detained  me  two  days  longer.  I  completed  this  veasel  on  Friday,  Gth 
instant. 

The  Weehawken  came  here  ou  Wednesday,  4th  instant.  The  work  »  be 
done  to  her  is  as  follows  :  The  eleven-inch  gun  to  be  taken  out  and  a  new  one 
put  in ;  a  new  turret  pinion  put  on ;  smoke-box  repaired,  and  bow  repiiitd. 
The  repairing  of  the  bow  will  DC  the  longest  job.  1  think  I  will  he  able  to  gel 
through  it  aDont  Sunday,  15th  instant.  Captain  Colhonn  requested  me  m 
change  his  galley,  and  mn  the  galley-pipe  into  the  smoke-pipe.  I  will  be  abh 
to  have  this  work  completed  by  the  time  I  get  the  bow  repaired,  which  will  bi- 
the  16th  instant. 

If  yon  cannot  spare  the  Nantucket  here,  permit  me  the  nee  of  one  ot 
those  side-wheel  tugs  to  carry  the  brass  ring  for  turret  to  Warsaw.  I  would 
take  this  veseel  and  men  there,  and  put  all  additioni  on,  with  the  exception  of 
pilot-house  sleeve.  1  could  arrange  it  so  that  the  vessel  could  come  farm  *vi 
get  the  sleeve  put  on,  and  would  not  be  detained  longer  than  thirty  honre. 
Very  respectfiiUy, 

PATRICK  HUGHES. 

Atrittant  Intpertor. 

J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Htbambr  Rblibf. 
Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  Novetnbrr  22.  I86a 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitor;,  via : 
Catskill  and  Patapsco. 

The  Catskill  got  off  the  beach  thia  morning.     I  expect  the  captain  will  be 
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ready  to  leave  her«  in  a  few  dnya.  I  am  sorry  there  u  not  any  iron  in  the 
boiler  shop  here  to  make  the  galley  pipe,  ae  I  had  plenty  of  time  to  chance  the 
galley.  The  captain  ie  very  anxioua  to  have  it  done.  I  have  made  all  the 
necMsaiy  arrangements  so  as  the  galley  can  be  changed  in  short  timQ  when  the 
pipe  can  be  made. 
The  Patapsco  is  on  the  beach  cleaning.     I  will  be  through  with  all  work  I 


have  to  do  to  this  vessel  on  the  24th  instant.     I  hare  changed  the  upper  r 
of  iBTret  bolts  and  nuts  into  rivets.     I  had  this  done  at  the  request  of  the  c 

a  having  her  bow  repaired,  and  the  composition  ring  for  holding  down 


the  pilot-honse  parted,  and  the  holes  cut  in  the  coal-bunker  bulkheads,  so  as  to 
be  in  readiness  to  change  the  galley  when  the  pipe  can  be  made.  The  galley 
pipes  can  be  mode  and  sent  to  these  two  vessels  as  soon  as  the  iron  arrives.  I 
have  left  the  dimensions  of  those  pipes  in  the  boiler  shop. 

Seeing  an  order  ftxim  you  for  concussion-hox  bolts  in  the  machine  shop,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  send  six  dozen  of  spare  turret  bolts  and  four  dozen  of 
concussion-box  bolts. 

Very  respectMly. 

PATBICK  HUGHES, 

Atnttant  Injector. 
J.  A.  Dahlubbn, 

Rear-Admtraf,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


[Uespalch  No.  S83.] 

FlaO'Stbambr  Philadslphia, 

Of  Morrit  Island,  Detemler  1,  1868. 
Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  repairs  on  Honi> 
tars  at  Port  Royal,  which  has  just  been  received. 

The  department  will  perceive  that  the  work  on  them  is  nearly  completed, 
except  the  Nantucket. 

Last  evening  came  the  first  rumor  of  General  Grant's  success,  but  I  have  no 
authentic  information. 
The  army  to-day  has  been  saluting,  and  I  shall  follow  the  example. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfnlly.  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A.  UAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiuBOM  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  o/' the  Navy,  Was/iington,  D.  C. 


Stbambr  Rblieit, 
Port  Rnyal,  fioulh  Carolina,  November  29,  1S63. 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Uonitora,  viz  : 
Oatskill,  Patapsco,  and  Lehigh. 

In  my  report  of  the  asd  instant  I  informed  you  that  the  Catskill  came 
oflf  the  beach  that  morning,  and  I  expected  she  would  leave  here  in  a  few  days. 
This  vessel  went  on  the  beach  again  that  same  evening,  and  remained  there  until 
the  morning  of  the  28lh  iusUnt,  gettine  off  at  10  o'clock.  In  trying  to  get  the 
vessel  off  on  the  morning  of  the  a7lh,  they  carried  away  the  anchor  gear, 
breaking  one  tooth  in  each  of  the  pin  ion- wheels,  and  bending  the  shaft.  It 
will  take  three  days  to  repair.     On  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  one  o*  *te 
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tow-boats  struck  the  plating  on  the  bow  and  started  the  futeninp,  breakiog 
Bome  of  the  blunt  boIt-beaOB  off.  To  fasten  thU  plating  properly,  il  will  uke 
about  three  days.  I  will  have  all  the  damages  to  thia  vessel  repaired  by  Thon- 
day  morning;,  December  3. 

The  Patapsco  has  nnt  yet  got  off  the  beach.  The  captain  expects  to  get  W 
off  this  morning  at  hieh  tide. 

The  Lehigh  arrived  here  ou  Monday,  23d  instant.  She  has  not  yet  be«n 
beached.  This  vessel  has  received  ihe  followiug  damages :  Eleven  thoU  oa 
deck,  six  of  which  have  broken  the  deck  plank  through ;  the  remainder  Mrock 
on  the  deck  beams  ;  sixteen  shots  on  turret,  seven  of  them  pretty  bard,  maUng 
an  indentation  of  about  two  inches  deep,  and  breaking  twenty-two  bolts ;  oat 
shot  on  turret-roof,  cutting  a  piece  off  the  composition  ring,  and  breaking  one«f 
the  plates,  and  bending  two  of  the  T-iron  bars ;  two  shots  on  pilot-house,  nuk- 
ing an  indentation  of  about  two  inches,  doing  no  injury  ;  one  side  of  the  snK^e- 
box  carried  away ;  armature  has  received  fourteen  ebote,  one  of  tbem  injannf 
the  bow  rery  much,  starting  nearly  all  the  fastenings  and  openiog  the  plaiiof; 
four  inches.  The  hull  has  received  one  shot  about  twelve  inches  from  the  ov«i- 
bang,  bending  the  plating  in  and  opening  the  seams  so  as  to  make  consideisblr 
of  a  leak,  llie  following  will  be  the  material  required  to  repair  tliis  Twsel: 
Deck :  Two  full  plates  and  twentv-»even  parts  of  plates ;  twelve  pieces  "f 
deck  plank.  Turret:  Twenty-two  bolts  ant!  one  new  plate  for  loof;  T-ima 
bars  straightened  ;  side  of  smoke-box  straightened  and  refastened,  and  one  new 
wrought-iron  strap  made.  Armature  :  Four  light  iron  patches  wh<-re  the  sbol* 
have  penetrated,  the  five  tliicknesees  of  plates ;'  bow  refastened  and  plalii^ 
straightened,  if  possible.  Hull :  One  patch  of  ^  iron  on  the  outside  where  tli<- 
shot  struck  ;  anchor  gear  overhauled.  I  expect  to  have  this  vessel  finished  ao 
the  8th  of  December. 

The  captain  of  the  Lebigh  wants  extra  plating  of  one  inch  thick  over  ibe 
boilers,  engine-room,  magazine,  and  sbell-roora.     There  are  not  any  inch  plat« 
at  this  place.     I  expect  if  there  were  any  extra  plating  to  go  on  this  vessel  ii 
would  have  been  put  on  when  at  New  York. 
•Very  respectfully, 

PATRICK  HUGHES, 

AititlaHt  Intpeeler. 

J.  A.  Dahlurbn, 

Rear-Admiral,  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Steamer  Rblibp, 
Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Dtcember  5.  I86a 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  following  Monitors,  lii : 
Catskill,  Patapsco,  and  Lehigh. 

The  Catskill  is  lying  in  Station  creek.  The  divers  are  going  to  clean  ihf 
parts  of  the  bottom  that  were  not  reached  on  the  beacb.  I  am  all  through  wiili 
her.     I  expect  she  will  leave  here  the  first  of  the  week. 

The  Patapsco  is  still  on  the  beach.  I  am  afraid  she  will  have  to  stop  on  llif 
beach  for  seven  or  eight  days.     The  tides  are  very  low  at  present. 

The  repairs  to  the  Lehigh  are  progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  deck  i-j 
finished,  and  the  smoke-box  nearly  finished.  I  have  commenced  to  repair  ll>* 
bow  and  armature. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  report  of  the  29th  that  this  veaeel  requires  a  mm 
light  iron  part  of  smoke-pipe,  the  old  one  being  nearly  shot  away.  1  eipKt 
this  vessel  will  he  finished  by  the  8th  or  9th  instant.  Thin  vesad  is  on  tlir 
beach.    Her  bottom  look^  well.    The  excrescence  can  be  reinoved  widi  btoMO^ 
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There  is  nDthing  growing  on  the  bottom,  so  fsr  ae  I  can  see,  bnt  graaa  almost 
tiro  incbee  long. 

Very  lespeetfbUy, 


J.  A.  Cahlokbn, 

Rear-Admira},  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


PATEICK  HUGHES. 

Auutant  Imipector. 


Tie  lafely  qf  tke  40Uthtm  eoatt  depend*  upon  the  Irotuide*  imd  Ike  Monitore. 

Flag-Stsambb.Philaoblfhia, 

OffMorru  hland,  January  19,  1864. 
Sib  :  The  department's  letter  of  the  4th  of  January  baa  been  received. 
The  irregularities  \a  regard  to  complement  of  officers  ie  ratlier  the  reenlt  of 
ciicnmstances.     The  Ironsides,  as  well  ss  all  the  Monitors,  occupy  poeitions  en- 
tirely exceptional.     Our  entire  safely  on  the  southern  coast  depends  on  these 
vi^siiels.     Without  them,  the  rebel  iron-clada  would  quickly  ruin  the  blockade 
and  capture  our  land  forces.    They  also  have  the  most  severe  and  never-ceasing 
duties  to  fulfil  while  on  picket,  particularly  in  keeping  off  the  various  submerged 
devices  of  the  rebels.     1  can,  from  frequent  inspection  of  them  after  dark,  bear 
witness  to  this.     For  tbcsc  reasons  I  keep  them  at  the  highest  possible  state 
uf  ofEciency,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  give  whatever  they  ask'  for.     •     •     •      » 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obediint  servant, 
J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Xav;/,  Waikington.  D.  C. 


Sinking  of  the  WeehaKlm. 
[Despatch  Ko.  394.]' 
FlaQ-StBAMBB  PfULADBLPHfA, 

OffMorri*  bland,  December  6,  1SC3. 

Sib  :  With  feelings  beyond  my  ability  to  express,  I  have  to  announce  that' 
the  Monitor  Weehnwken  sank  at  ner  anchorage  to-day  at  half  past  two  o'clock. 
It  was  blowing  a  moderate  gate  from  east  by  north  at  the  time,  and  I  had  been 
occasionally  noticing  the  motions  of  the  Montank,  which  was  anchored  the 
highest  np  the  harbor,  and  had  been  under  way. 

Mr.  Hnghes,  the  superintendent  of  repairs  of  the  Monitors,  was  talking  to 
Die  at  the  time — asking  leave  to  go  home — wben  the  signal  officef  announced 
that  the  Weehowken  had  flyiug  a  signal  "  for  aasiatance,"  and  this  was  followed 
almost  immediately  by  the  entrance  of  the  fleet  captain,  who  reported  that  the 
^Vi>ekawken  appeared  to  be  sinking. 

Directions  were  given  at  ouce  to  let  her  make  for  the  beach,  but  before  the 
least  meaanre  could  be  taken  the  Weebawkeu  disappeared  beneath  the  water, 
and  nothing  was  seen  above  but  the  flog  and  the  top  of  the  smoke-stack. 

Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  between  the  time  that  the  signal  "  for  assist- 
ance" was  made  and  the  sinking  of  the  vessel. 

I  am  entirely  unable,  from  the  imperfect  information  at  hand,  to  satisfy 
myself  of  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster.  Some  attribute  it  to  the  entrance  of  a 
heavy  sea  into  the  fore  hatch,  filling  the  anchor  well ;  others  say  that  there  was 
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an  excess  of  water  in  the  Tesael  tbree  honra  before  she  went  down,  which  i»  sIm 
attributed  to  the  hawse-pipe.  Some  talk  of  the  water  forcing  in  at  the  joinl  of 
the  overhang ;  but  it  would  appear  that  no  apprehension  of  danger  existed  Dotil 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  the  signal  was  made. 

The  Weehawken  lay  about  east  of  the  beacon-house  on  Horria  islaad,  uid 
nearest  to  her  were  a  mortar  schooner,  a  tug,  and  my  own  steamer.  The  Iroo- 
sides  aod  other  vessels  lay  lower  down,  except  the  Montauk,  which  ww  m 

Steam-tugs  and  boats  were  despatched  nt  once  to  pick  up  the  crew,  but  it  it 
to  he  feared  that  some  lives  have  been  toEt.  These  cannot  yet  be  knowa  wiili 
exactness,  as  the  aurvivora  are  scattered  among  different  resBels,  aod  it  blows 
too  fresh  to  communicate  with  facility. 

I  shall  send  to  Port  Hoyal  for  the  divers  an'^  other  means  to  raise  the  Wee- 
hawken, and  would  ask  that  the  department  wonld  also  send  here  any  aesistun 
that  is  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  reapectfolly,  your  obedieut  servant, 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Sqtiadroi. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  oftAe  Naitp,  Washinglon,  D.  C. 


DAiiM  npoit  iff  On  tintirg  <S  Uu  Wttimekm. 

Flag-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  hland,  Drctmhrr  8,  1863. 
Sir  ;  Another  despatch  infornis  yoa  of  the  sad  disaster  that  has  befallen  ^ 
Weehawken.  I  have  ordered  an  inquiry,  which  will  supply  all  the  evideocf 
that  is  attainable.  Meanwhile  there  are  differenceB  of  opinion  among  wt-U- 
informed  officers.  Some  attribnte  the  cause  to  the  water  in*  the  anchor  wrQ. 
the  influx  through  the  hawae-pipe,  and  the  depression  forward,  so  that  the  waifr 
would  uot  flow  to  the  pumpa. 

A  written  opinion  (A)  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Simpson,  who  has  the 
Monitor  Passaic,  states  that  the  water  did  run  aft,  and  that  the  rotatory  pouip 
wae  in  full  action.  He  thinks  that  weakness  from  injuries  in  service,  with,  p^i- 
haps,  some  strain  in  beaching,  had  loosened  rivets  of  bottom  plates,  and  did 
the  rest. 

Among  the  melancholy  consequences  are  the  loss  of  life.  Four  engint-en' 
and  twenty  men  are  missing,  the  names  of  whom  are  enclosed,  (B.)  Every 
effort  was  made  to  save  the  crew,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  water  waa  ali"? 
with  boats.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  may  have  cacapcd  ashore,  but  ibr 
chances  are  very  slight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfully,  year  obedient  serrant. 
JOHN  A.  DAHLGEEX, 
Rear  Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrtm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/,  Wathingttm,  D.  C. 
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•  United  States  Ibon-clad  PAssxrc, 

Of  MoTTu  hland,  S.  C,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  eabmit  my  opinion  of  the  cause  of  the  Btnkit^  of  the 
Weehawken : 

From  the  testimony  that  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  it  appears  that  between 
11a.m.  and  meridian  the  wiiidlaBs-room  was  full  of  water;  the  forward  hatch  was 
tfaeo  closed,  and  no  water  could  find  it^  way  in  eKcept  through  the  haWse-bole. 
At  this  time  the  centrifugal  pump  did  not  work,  as  there  was  not  enough  water 
afi  to  make  it  "fetch."  This  indicates  a  want  nf  free  communication  through 
ihe  llmbera.  4t  seems  that  this  difficulty  was  overcome,  for  some  time  afterwards 
tile  water  rose  to  ahont  four  inches  of  the  fire-room  floor  (which  would  make  it 
twealy-six  inches  below  the  grate  bars)  %-hea  the  centrifiigal  pump  waa  in 
operation  discbai^ng  Bteadiiy  its  2,000  or  3,000  gallons  of  water  per  minute. 
No  apprehension  seems  to  have  been  felt  at  this  time  as  to  the  danger  of 
sinking,  the  vessel  waa  not  noticed  to  be  settling,  but  the  commanding  officer 
denired  the  presence  of  the  captain,  and  commenced  to  signaJize  to  that  effect. 
At  this  instant  the  water  suddenly  rose  in  the  vessel,  and  she  commenced  to 
settle  forward.  The  signal  "  in  want  of  assistance "  was  made  immediately, 
aad  she  went  down.  My  conclusion  is,  that  the  sinking  of  the  vessel  was  not 
occasioned  by  the  water  that  found  its  way  into  her  through  the  hawse-hole,  for 
it  seems  clearly  proven  that  tree  communication  was  established  (through  the 
limbers)  between  the  hawse-hole  and  centrifugal  pump,  and  I  conceive  that  the 
centrifugal  pump  is  able  to  discharge  all  water  that  enters  by  the  hawse-hole. 
I  believe  that  the  injuries  that  the  vessel  had  received  in  service,  particularly 
while  aground  under  the  fire  of  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries,  (assisted  perhaps 
by  the  straining  produced  by  being  beached  at  Port  Royal,)  had  so  strained  her 
(hat  the  rivets  were  loose  on  some  of  her  bottom  plates,  and  the  rough  sea  that 
wu  running  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  must  have  been  sufficient  to  open  the 
plates  and  admit  the  water.  From  all  that  I  can  learn,  it  was  no  gradual 
accumulation  of  water  that  caused  the  vessel  to  sink,  but  it  was  almost  in- 
atantaneooe.     This  could  alone  be  caused  by  such  reason  as  I  here  assign. 

I  merely  submit  this  hurried  paper  with  a  view  to  rendering  some  slight  aid 
towards  aasigning  a  reason  for  the  terrible  disaster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON, 

Commattding.      , 

J.  A.  Dahlurbn, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Lai  1^  lie    IfmlncitM't  offletr,  mpcotd  tf  bt  lot. 

Henry  W.  Median,  third  assistant  engineer. 
Augustus  Mitchell,  third  assistant  engineer. 
George  W.  McGowan,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Chartee  Spongbergb.  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Very  respectiiilly, 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 
Acting  Anittant  Paymaster. 
Commander  J.  M.  DuNCA^. 
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t  namtt  wAa  art  tuppimid  to  bt  Imi  fion  fht   Withtwhu 


1.  Thomas  Piper. 

2.  Jamea  ScolUn. 

3.  John  Bnckley. 

4.  John  Kerrigan. 

5.  John  Carpeuter. 

6.  Joseph  Gronin. 

7.  Charles  F.  Davis. 

8.  John  Williams,  2d. 

9.  Charles  H.  Wilson. 

10.  William  H.  Williamson. 

11.  Christian  Anderson. 

12.  John  Rutlage. 

13.  lUttph  Anderaon. 

14.  Edward  Gayhan. 

Yerj"  respectful!/, 


15.  Edward  Mailed. 

16.  Michael  Clinee. 

17.  Jnmea  Lennan. 

18.  Thomas  Mec 

19.  Robert  Nugent. 

20.  Thomas  Donovan. 

21.  William  G.  Pike. 

22.  George  Leighton. 

23.  Henry  Snmner. 

24.  Thomaa  Blocker. 

25.  Thomas  Donlon. 

26.  Stephen  C.  Newman. 

27.  (Not  ascertained.) 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 

Acting  AitutoMi  PayMotur- 


A.  Commander    Duncan December  7. 

B.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant December  7. 

C.  Licntcnaut  M.  S.  Stnyvesant December  9. 

D.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant December  U- 

E.  Acting  Master  C.  C.  Kingsbury December  t. 

F.  iVasirttant  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein December  9. 

G.  AitsiiitaDt  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein Deconber  11- 

H.  Acting  Paymaster  F.  K.  Stow Decnnber  7. 

L    Ensign  I.  H.  Reed December  7. 

K.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B  Allen December  9. 

L.  Acting  Ensign  B.  H.  Cbadwick December  7- 

M.  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandali December  7. 

N.  Master's  Mate  and  Onnner  William  E.'Bayne Deo-mbcr  10 

0.  Pilot  Levi  Jump December  7. 


A. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Philadblphia. 

Off  C/tarletfom,  S.  C,  Decemier  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  ordtrs 
detaching  me  IVom  gunboat  Paul  Jones,  and  ordering  me  here  to  take  comnund 
of  the  ironclad  steamer  Weehawken.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  arri^t^ 
here,  and  in  the  evening  took  command  of  her  and  went  np  on  the  advarH^-^ 
picket,  and  remained  there  until  9.30  of  the  morning  of  the  6th ;  then  nux' 
down ;  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  2 ;  then  came  on  board  this  vessel. 

About  1.30  p.  m.  a  signal  was  made  that  the  Weehawken  wanted  assii>iaDc< 
I  immediately  got  in  a  boat  with  the  pilot  of  this  vessel.  Before  we  could  mti^ 
her  she  went  down.  Boats  from  all  the  vessels  aronnd  went  to  the  aMislauf* 
of  the  men  that  were  overboard,  and  snoceeded  in  saving  all  but  four  of  lb- 
engineers  and  twenty-seven  of  the  men.     When  I  left  the  vessel  everytbin;: 
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appeared  to  be  right;  the  anchor-hold  was  slldry^;  no  water  coming  thTOHgh 
ibe  hav8fr-pipe.  I  enclose  yon  Btatementa  of  all  the  officers  now  on  board. 
Not  being  on  board  myself  at  the  time,  I  am  not  able  to'  give  tmj  acconnt  of  the 
uA  accident. 

Very  nspectfollr,  yonr  obedient  serrant, 

J.  M.  DUNCAN, 

CommandfT. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A   DAiit.oftBN, 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Skip  Philadelphia. 


B. 

Umtbd  Statbr  Flao-Ship  Philadblphia, 

Off  Morrit  hland,  December  7,  1863. 
StB:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  to-day.  I  make  the  following  report  of 
circumstances  attfinding  the  loss  of  the  United  States  iros-clad  steamer  Wee- 
hawken  : 

At  oi  near  12  o'clock  yesterday  the  seas  were  washing  over  the  bows  of  the 
vessel,  and  water  was  going  down  the  forward  batch  in  small  qoantities,  as  haa 
frequently  been  the  case. 

To  prevent  its  splashing  into  the  cabin  the  iron  door  leading  into  the  anchor- 
room  was  closed ;  and  in  order  to  ease  the  ship,  fifteen  fathoms  of  chain  were 
veered.  We  were  at  onr  usual  moorings,  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  S.  The  wind 
fteafaened,  anil  the  seas  grew  larger  very  rapidly,  and  while  closing  down  the 
forward  battle-plate  several  seas  went  over,  almost  filling  np  the  anchor-room. 
Men  were  immediately  sent  down  to  keep  the  limbers  clear.  The  berth-deck 
battle-plate  was  then  let  down,  and  at  this  time  I  observed  that  the  vessel  was 
not  so  much  by  the  stem  as  usual.  This  I  attributed  to  the  large  body  of 
water  forward.  As  the  limbers  were  clear,  I  had  no  fears  but  that  the  water 
would  run  aft,  and  be  pumped  out.  It  was  now  reported  to  me  that  my  room 
wa.->  floededt  and  while  on  my  way  to  examine  it,  tne  captain  of  the  hold  re- 
ported five  (5)  inched  of  water,  which  wati  evidence  that  the  water  was  making 
ixe  way  aft. 

The  leak  in  my  room  was  around  the  end  of  one  of  the  beams  where  it  joined 
the  side,  and  seemed  to  be  one  that  could  be  easily  stopped. 

In  the  cabin  the  water  was  pouring  in  in  small  streams  b^  the  upper  edge  of 
the  forward  bulkhead.  The  hatches  were  taken  off  the  cabm-lockem  to  let  the 
water  into  the  bilge. 

For  maay  minutes  the  vessel  did  not  settle  any  by  the  head.  I  saw  nothing 
eFrioiiii  in  the  condition  of  the  resael.  but  thought  that  the  commanding  officer 
ought  to  be  on  board,  and  began  to  make  signal  for  him.  I  should  have  mentioned 
that  the  commander,  James  M.  Duncan,  was  on  hoard  the  flag-ship,  near  at  hand. 
The  centrifugal  and  other  pumps  were  started  as  soon  as  the  water  was  high 
onough  for  their  suction  to  take  effect,  and  all  of  them  worked  well  apparently. 
After  some  minutes  had  elapsed  with  tbe  vesfel  in  this  condition — I  cannot 
Kay  how  long — e<hc  suddenly  began  to  settle  forward  and  to  cant  to  starboard. 
■Sja^iHt  was  made  for  assistance  immediately,  and  all  hands  ordered  on  deck, 
but  she  sunk  so  rapidly  now  that  many  were  caught  helow.  Assistance  arrived 
pr<iinptly,  and  I  believe  that  all  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  upper  deck  were 
prckc-a  np  by  boats.  Tbe  saving  of  many  lives  is  attributable  to  the  self-pos- 
BiwioB  displayed  by  all  tlioee  officers  and  men  who  fell  under  my  observation. 
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wing-roome,  and,  as  ebe  had  been  much  strained  IVom  rarions  canseB,  my  iinprt«- 
EioQ  IB  that  these  leaks  became  suddenly  enlarged,  tilling  the  ship  forward,  and 
causing  her  to  sink  almost  immediately. 

I  am.  roBpectfidly,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  8.  STUYVESANT, 
Lieutenant  and  Exeeutttx  Offiffr. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn,  ' 

Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off'  Ciarletlcm,  S.  C. 


United  States  Storbship  Supply, 

Of  Morrit  Itland,  December  9,  1863. 
y  to  your  orders,  I  have  questioned  tbe  officers  and  ett-v  froti 
the  late  United  States  steamer  Weehawken  regarding  the  nae  of  a  jackal  in 
her  hawse-hole. 

A  temporary  one  made  of  coal  bags  was  used  on  her  passage  kom  Ne* 
York  to  Fortress  Monroe,  but  nothing  has  been  seen  of  it  eince.  None  oibm 
made,  nor  any  one  detailed  for  that  duty  on  the  ship. 

It  will  gratify  you,  sir,  to  know  that  the  Weehawken's  officers  and  mm  ut 
well  cared  for  in  their  new  quarters,  and  as  comfortable  aa  possible  under  the 
circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

M.  S.  STUYVESANT, 
Lievtendnt  United  Statet  Sarj. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlqrbn, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


United  States  Storeship  Supply, 

OJ"  Morris  bland,  December  II,  186:1. 
Sir:  I  enclose  copies  of  the  rtports  of  J.  B.  Allen,  acting  second  a«si^wl 
and  senior  engineer,  and  E.  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon ;  also,  a  second  n'[«-rt 
tfom  W.  E.  Bayne,  acting  master's  mate,  in  accordance  with  youi  orders  of  I>f- 
cember  10. 

I  forwarded  the  reports  of  the  first  two  officers  on  the  9th  ultimo,  and  am  wnj 
they  failed  to  reach. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  STUYVESANT, 
Lieutenant  United  Stale*  .Vorv- 
Lient.  Com.  J.  M.  Bradpord, 

Fleet  Captain,  b'.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


E. 

Flau-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morrit  Island,  December  8.  I&C3. 
SlB:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  beg  leave  t«  submit  the  following  Ptstr- 
ment  of  what  came  under  my  observation  in  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  irw- 
clad  Weehawken : 
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At  aboat  1  o'clock,  p.  m.,  beiog  in  my  room,  received  an  order  from  Mr. 
Sluyveeant,  the  executive  officer,  to  come  on  deck,  and,  in  obeying  the  order,  lieard 
wmc  one  any  "the  water  ia  coming  in  the  cabin  through  the  door."  When  I  got 
on  fleck  I  received  an  order  from  executive  officer  to  veer  away  chain,  the  vesael 
bf  ing  fast  to  her  mooting  buoy ;  and  whilit  obeying  the  order,  observed  the  sea 
wasliitig  over  her  from  three  to  five  feet  in  depth.  After  having  obeyed  the  order, 
h»TJng  given  her  about  ibrty-five  fathoms  of  chain,  received  permiasion  to  go 
briow,  and,  upon  my  doing  so,  found  the  water  rashing  into  my  room  in  large 
vlreams;  raieed  the  hatch  in  my  room,  and  found  the  place  full  of  water;  looked 
LDI')  the  cabin,  and  also  saw  the  hold  full ;  then  went  on  deck  and  reported  the 
^ame  to  executive  officer,  and  the  want  of  some  one  to  haul  the  limber  chains  ;  was 
onjeredbyexecutiveofficer  to  take  some  men  and  to  go  down  and  see  to  the  hauling 
nt'  them  myself,  and  whilst  executing  the  order  saw  the  hold  under  the  berth 
dtck  was  rapidly  filling.  Saw  Mr.  Allen,  second  assistant  acting  chief  engineer, 
and  ^poke  to  him  about  the  water  not  running  aft ;  he  made  answer,  "  the  pumps 
K'ork  well ;"  then  went  into  the  turret-room,  and  heard  the  order  giveu  for 
everybody  to  come  ofi'  the  berth  deck  ;  tlien  used  all  my  endeavors  to  get  the 
men  up  as  quickly  as  possible ;  got  up  myself,  leaving  one  or  two  on  the  ladder 
to  Clime  up  after  me. 

In  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  her  sinking  was  the  shattered  condition  of  her 
side  armor,  and  a  la^c  increase  of  weight  in  ammunition  and  coals,  which,  with 
a  rough  sea,  and  her  forward  cornpartment  full  of  water,  caused  an  opening  be- 
tireen  the  overhang  asd  hull,  which  made  itself  manifest  by  the  rushing  in  of 
water  in  alt  the  fide  momB. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
CHA'8  C.  KINGSBURY, 

Acting  Mtuter  V.  S.  N. 

Rear. Admiral  J.  A.  Dahi 


Comma»ding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrtm,  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia. 


United  States  Storbship  Supply, 

Of  Charlatan,  S.  C,  Dtctmber  9,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  waa  caused  by  the 
tilling  of  the  forecastle  with  water,  which  caused  her  to  go  down  by  the  head,  be- 
tides straining  her  to  such  a  degree  aa  to  separate  the  overhang  from  the  hnll, 
llifi-eby  causing  a  general  leakage  througliout  the  forepart  of  the  vessel.  The 
ovtT.cramming  of  the  vesael  wilii  shot  and  sheila  inci-eased  the  strain  on  her, 
and  no  doubt  caused  her  to  siuk  more  rapidly  than  she  otherwise  would  have 
•I'lLie.  These  are  the  chief  causes,  aa  it  appears  to  me,  to  which  the  loea  of  this 
vt-sei  is  attributable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   ■ 

ED.  "W.  M.  STEIN,  At»'t  Surgeon. 
Rcar-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlurb.v, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Charletton,  S.  C. 
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United  States  Stobbship  Sepply, 

Of  Charlatan,  S.  C,  December  11, 1863. 
Sir;  In  obedience  to  your  order  requiring  tbe  officers  of  tbe  Weehawkea  to 
present  yon  with  a  statement  of  A^facU,  aa  far  as  they  know,  ctmnected  wiiii 
the  lose  of  that  vesBol,  I  wonld  reapectfully  say,  that  the  filling  of  the  forecullr 
with  water,  and  "the  going  down  by  the  head"  of  the  veBsei  in  coneeqiieiuie 
of  the  occninulatian  of  water  in  tbe  forepart  thereof,  are  the  facta  which  imiDe- 
diately  cansed  tbe  sinking  of  tbe  Weehawken,  at  it  appeart  to  me.  The  eictt- 
eive  quantity  of  shot  and  shells  stowed  away  in  the  vessel  ia  another /ocf  which. 
I  take  it,  cansed  her  to  sink  sooner  than  she  otherwise  wonld  hare  done. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.M.  STEIN,  A-'t  Surgfm. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  DAHL<}RE^, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

FJag-SHp  Philadelphia,  oj  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Flao-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Off  CharletHM.  S.  C.  Deeemler  7,  1863. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  yonr  request,  1  have  the  following  statement  to  makr 
in  regard  to  the  sinking  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  on  the  6th  inetant. 
About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  I  observed  the  water  making  eo  fast  in  the  ancbor- 
room  that  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  bulkhead  door.  Abont  thirty  or  foiij 
minutes  afterwards  I  noticed  that  the  anchor-room  was  so  full  of  water  as  m 
cause  it  to  flow  over  the  top  of  the  door  and  flood  the  cabin  floor.  The  wU« 
did  not  appear  to  flow  aft  but  a  very  little,  but  accumulated  rapidly  fiwwaid- 
and  fast  coming  up  with  the  cabin  and  word-room  floors.  I  also  oMerred  tic 
water  leaking  rapidly  into  the  officers'  rooms  and  into  my  own  room,  thiouiili 
the  seams  in  tbe  sides  of  the  ship.  This  latter  I  had  never  known  to  oetnr 
since  I  had  been  on  board.  When  I  observed  this,  I  became  at  once  couviattHJ 
that  she  was  making  water  fast  throughout  the  entire  forward  part.  When  I 
left  the  ward-room,  which  was  about  five  minntes  before  she  i>aok,  tbe  wai>-i 
was  an  inch  upon  the  floors. 

The  quantity  of  ammunition  stowed  forward  was  larger  than  it  ever  wa^^ioc- 
I  have  been  on  board,  which  caused  her  to  be  tuore  down  by  the  head  thsu  1 
have  ever  known  her  to  be.  Taking  the  large  stock  of  sheila  and  tbe  v»si 
quantity  or  weight  of  water  in  the  anchor-room  together,  I  believe  so  strained  h>-; 
forward  as  to  let  water  into  scores  of  places  alt  the  cabin.  She  fast  settled  tW- 
ward  and  prevented  (he  water  flowing  aft.  In  my  opinion  the  ship  wonld  m; 
have  sunk  if  she  bad  not  opened  in  her  side. 
Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 
Acting  A*ii*tant  Payma*lrr. 
Commander  J.  M.  Duncan, 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia. 
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Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morri*  Itland,  December  7,  1863. 

SiR;  In  obedience  to  j'otir  order,  I  respectful!;  submit  an  account  of  the  cir- 
CDmetances  connected  with  the  einking  of  the  Weehawken  that  come  under  my 
observation. 

At  about  9.30  a.  m.  we  came  down  from  the  picket  ground  and  shackled  on  to 
tbe  buoy  known  as  buojr  No.  2.  At  that  time,  and  until  12  meridian,  when  I  gave 
Dp  charge  of  the  deck,  the  sea  was  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  but  being 
nearly  an  every  day  occurrence,  no  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Between  1.15  and  1.30  p.  m.  a  heavy  sea  broke  over  the  ship  and  filled  the 
anchor- well  with  water.  The  forward  battle-plate  and  also  the  berth-deck  battle- 
plate  were  immediately  closed,  and  the  iron  door  connecting  the  captain'a  cabin 
and  anchor-well  was  also  closed  and  secured  by  iron  tnrn-bucklea.  When  the 
door  was  first  closed  the  water  leaked  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  door, 
but  in  a  short  time  it  leaked  but  a  vcrj  Uttle  from  the  bottom.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  proves  that  the  limbecs  were  clear,  and  that  the  hawse-hole,  which  waa 
not  closed,  had  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  ainking  of  the  ship.  At  about  tbe  same 
time  a  laige  leak  was  observed  in  the  executive  ol£cer's  room.  Thia  leak  waa 
about  half  way  from  the  berth  to  the  miun  deck.  I  reported  it  to  the  executive 
officer,  and  went  on  top  of  the  turret. 

Tbe  sea  was  then  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  but  not  more  than  I  have 
seen  it  before.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  it  became  apparent  that  we  were 
sinkiog  a  little  by  the  head^  The  centrifttgal  pump  was  started  and  threw  a 
lai^  stream  of  water  through  the  out-board  deliven^  on  deck ;  but  she  did  not 
rise  any,  and  the  executive  officer  ordered  all  the  officers  and  men  on  deck,  and 
also  ordered  the  signal  "captain  needed  on  board"  to  be  made. 

I  had  mastheadra  the  first  number  of  the  signal,  when  she  commenced  to  sink 
very  rapidly.  I  waa  ordered  to  discontinue  the  first  signal  and  substitute  "as- 
statAnce  nraded."  The  crew  were  directed  to  go  all  and  save  themselves,  and 
in  from  five  to  ten  minutes  the  sea  was  making  a  clean  rnii  over  the  deck. 

It  ia  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  officers,  that  the 
leak  in  the  executive  officer's  room  enlai^d  suddenly  and  caused  the  ship  to 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcspectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  U.  REED,  Eiuig»,  United  StaUi  Navy. 
Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Commanding  SoulA  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Ui«iTBD  Statbs  Storbship  Supply, 
Of  Charletbm,  S.  C,  Wednetdag,  December  9,  1863. 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  yoor  order  requiring  those  officers  who  were  saved 
£rom  the  ill-fated  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  to  send  in  to  yon  their  report 
regarding  the  sinking  of  that  vessel,  I  herewith  transmit  my  views. 

After  oaving  made  my  usual  visit,  at  9  a.  m.,  around  that  part  of  the  vessel 

belonging  to  tbe  engineer  department,  and  finding  all  the  machmery  in  good 

order,  I  retired  to  my  room,  feeling  somewhat  unwell.     Soon  after  (I  cannot 

exa^y  name  the  hour}  I  heard  a  rush  of  water  forward,  and  weat  into  the 
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cabin  to  find  out  the  cauee.  I  there  found  EuBien  Ghadwick  engaged  in  clMing 
the  communicating  door  between  the  anchor-well  and  cabin.  I  auUted  him  in 
closing  thia  door  and  securing  it,  [which  is  done  by  means  of  iron  tum-hnckles 
and  bars,)  and  by  this  means  the  water  was  prevented  for  a  time  filling  op  the 
bilge.  I  then  went  into  the  engine-roomt  and  ordered  one  Wortliington  pomp 
started  to  pumping  out  the  bilge,  and  then  went  to  the  execntire  officer,  and 
requested  that  the  limber-chains  might  be  hauled.  Thia  waa  done,  and  I 
returned  to  the  engine-room,  and  there  found  that  the  water  was  coming  «ft 
very  fast,  I  ordered  the  remaining  Worthington  pump  started  and  the  cen- 
trifugal pump  cleared  and  got  ready  for  use.  I  then  went  back  into  the  cabin, 
and  saw  the  water  forcing  its  vay  tbrongh  all  sides  of  the  communicating  door, 
and  that  the  water  under  the  cabin  floor  covered  the  shot  and  shell,  and  v» 
nearly  over  the  floor.  I  returned  to  the  engine-room,  and  ordered  the  c«i- 
tiifugal  pnmp  started.  This  pump  worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  (he 
bilge  .faster  than  it  ran  through  the  limbers,  and  therefore,  for  a  time,  it  vu 
anting. 

All  that  possibly  could  be  done  by  the  engineers  was  done,  as  ia  ptunly  seen 
by  those  four  noble  fellows  dying  at  their  posts. 

The  vessel  (Weehawken)  having  been  tteice  subjected  to  hea^  strainiDg, 
(first  while  ashore  near  Fort  Sumter,  and  lastly  while  beached  at  Port  Bojil,) 
and  having  an  nnnsual  weight  of  ammunition  forward,  I  respectfully  submit  u 
my  reasons  for  the  melancholy  Iohh.  As  fast  as  she  filled  with  wat«r  forward, 
BO  much  more  did  it  pnll  her  down  by  the  head,  and  prevent  the  water  from 
running  aft;  and  I  believe  that  heavy  weight  of  ammunition  and  water  caiued 
a  large  opening  between  the  overhang  and  hnll. 

I  am,  very  respect^Uy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  A.  ALLEN,  U.  S.  N., 

Acting  Second  Atsistant  Kngineer, 
ZiaU  Senior  Enginetr  United  Slalet  Steamer  Wtehatcht*. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlcbbn;  U.  S.  N., 

Com'g  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia,  off  CkarUaton,  &  C. 


FlAO-StBAMBB  FuiLADBLPHtA, 

Off  CharletCon,  South  Carolina,  December  7,  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  the  following  to  report  in  relation  to  the  disaster  od  the  iioo- 
clad  Weehawken,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  instant,  as  came  under  my  ob^er- 
Tfttion,  viz : 

About  1  p.  m.  I  was  seated  in  the  ward-room,  when  my  first  apprehension  ol 
any  unusual  occurrence  in  regard  to  the  safety  or  sinking  of  the  Weehawken 
waa  occasioned  by  the  pilot's  calling  my  attention  to  the  volume  of  water  fioving 
in  around  the  biukhead  iron  door,  between  the  captain's  cabin  and  the  ascbor- 
room,  whicli  was  closed  and  only  latched ;  and  from  the  flow  of  tiie  water  in  ■< 
the  sides  of  the  door,  should  judge  the  water  in  the  ancbor-room  at  that  time  ta 
be  about  eighteen  inches  deep.  This  waf^r  was  flooding  the  cabin  floor.  I 
called  for  aesiatance.  Mr.  Allen,  the  chief  engineer,  came,  and  we  put  cm  and 
screwed  up  the  cross-bars  to  the  door,  which  nearly  stopped  the  water  coning 
through.  The  water  rose  gradually  in  the  anchor-room,  as  indicated  by  the 
leak  about  the  door,  and  in  abont  thirty  minutes  it  waa  on  the  top  <£  the  door. 
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I  next  axw  a  leak  aronnd  the  end  of  a  beam  in  execatiTe  officer's  room,  on  star- 
board side  forward,  and,  on  opening  a  hatch  in  the  starboard  forward  room,  the 
vater  came  up  over  the  floor. 

The  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  I  attribute  to  the  excessive  weight  of  ammn- 
nition,  keeping  the  veBsel  down  bj  the  head,  causing  the  water  to  flood  the 
anchor-room  throush  the  hawse-pipe;  that  the  combined  weight  of  water  and 
immmiition  cansed  the  ship  lo  strain  and  leak  badl;  between  the  overhang  and 
the  hull  forward  when  in  a  sea  way ;  and,  lastly,  the  water  would  not  flow  aft 
to  the  pnmps,  making  it  impossible  to  free  her. 

Most  reBpectfdlly  submitted. 

BENJ.  H.  CHADWICK, 
Acting  Entig*.  United  State*  Sapy. 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 


Flag-Ship  Philadblphia, 
Of  CharlatoH,  S.  C,  December  7, 1S63. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  order,  I  rct^pectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
ment in  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  Monitor  Weehawken  on 
December  6. 

I  relieved  the  officer  of  the  deck  at  13  meridian,  noticing  that  we  were  ehack- 
Ifd  on  to  a  bnoy,  and  not  very  far  from  eererel  steam-tugs  Ij-ing  at  anchor.  The 
wind  wa»  qnite  fresh  from  northward  and  eastward,  and  a  pretty  heavy  sea  on, 
breaking  over  the  decks  forward,  which,  I  suppose,  is  a  common  occnrrence  to 
the  Monitors  during  rongh  weather.  About  1  p.  m.  a  heavy  sea  partly  carried 
away  the  forward  hatch.     I  immediately  called  nil  of  the  watch  on  deck. 

About  this  time  Deutenant  Stuyvesant.tbe  executive  officer,  came  on  deck  also, 
I  went  forward  with  the  watch  to  replace  and  secure  it,  and  found  the  battle-plate 
noshipped,  and  hanging  by  the  tackle.  This  was  placed  and  closed  down  as 
loon  as  possible.  The  room  which  had  been  closed  np  below  was  about  lialf 
fall  of  water  before  the  battle-plate  could  be  shipped.  Acting  Master  Kingsbuiy 
came  on  deck  about  now,  and  received  orders  from  the  executive  officer  to  veer 
away  chain,  which  was  done.  After  everything  was  secured,  Mr.  Stuyvesant 
lold  me  to  go  below  and  change  my  clothing  for  a  dry  suit  Before  arriviug 
below,  I  observed  the  water  coming  over  the  door  from  the  anchor-room  into 
the  cabin.  Just  as  I  started  to  come  on  deck  tlie  water  came  up  through  the 
hatch  in  my  room. 

When  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  turret  the  order  was  sent  down  by  Mr.  Stuy- 
vesant for  everybody  to  come  on  deck.  Soon  after,  tbo  order  to  go  aft  and 
save  thcmaelves.  Under  the  ciixumstances,  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great 
eoolnesB. 

In  going  down  she  canted  over  to  starboard.  I  staid  aboard  untO  a  heavy 
eea  washed  me  off,  when  I  made  a  spring  and  caught  hold  of  the  boat,  and  was 
hauled  to.  I  then  took  charge,  but  found  her  completely  unman agcablc  Her 
row-locks  were  gone,  and  all  we  could  do  was  to  keep  her  head  to  sea.  Finally, 
we  were  picked  up  by  a  tug-boat. 

Aa  to  the  real  cause  of  her  filling  with  water,  I  am  not  able  to  state.  I  judge 
she  moat  have  parted  the  "overhang"  from  the  main  hull.     The  anchor-room  is 
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flDpposed  to  be  a  water-tight  compartment,  which,  being  £lled  with  water,  would 
not  affect  the  vesse]. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Berrant, 

r.  N.  CEANDALL, 


Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahluren, 

Coming  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


N. 


Aetatg  Mntign,  U.  S.  Xavj/- 


Ukitbd  Statbs  STOKEaniP  Sdpplt, 
OJ'  MorrU  bland,  December  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  tranemit  an  account  of  what  I  saw  in 
reference  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  steam  iron-clad  battery  Weehav- 
ken. 

The  first  intimation  that  I  had  of  anything  being  wrong  was.  upon  looking 
throQgh  one  of  the  turret  ports.  I  saw  that  the  forward  battle-plate  over  the  I 
captain's  hatch  had  been  washed  by  a  heavy  sea  out  of  its  place,  and  I  sIm  | 
saw  Mr.  Stnyresant,  in  person,  having  it  put  in  ita  phice.  When,  abont  6ve  or  i 
ten  minutes  afterwards,  I  went  and  found  the  water  rushing  over  the  door  j 
leading  to  the  anchor  -well,  which  was  closed  bat  not  secured ;  finding  which,  I 
looked  for  and  found  the  cross-bara,  and  helped  to  secure  it.  The  pOot  was  in 
the  cabin  at  the  same  time.  I  also  had  the  hatches  taken  off  the  forward  5hot 
lockers  to  let  the  water  run  aft  quicker  to  the  pumps.  After  seeing  all  secnre, 
went  to  dinner,  thinking  that  the  water  would  soon  run  aft.  In  fifteen  minuiet 
afterwards  heard  that  the  water  was  running  into  the  first  lieutenant's  room: 
went  to  see  what  could  be  done  with  it.  I  sent  for  padding  and  tallow,  uid 
stopped  it  as  far  as  possible.  Afterwards  I  went  to  look  at  the  cabin  agua. 
thinking  it  might  be  all  clear,  but  found  it  worse  than  ever,  but  did  not  wok 
there  was  any  danger,  as  all  the  pumps  were  workiug  well ;  but  found  thin^ 
etill  getting  worse  and  the  water  still  rushing  into  the  ship.  I  also  thonf^i 
that  the  ship  was  sinking  by  the  head,  and  upon  going  to  the  top  of  the  tnnti 
found  it  to  be  so ;  when  I  got  an  order  to  fire  a  gun,  but  could  not  do  so  for  the 
boats.  Heard  the  executive  officer  give  an  order  to  leave  the  ship  by  any  meau 
in  our  power.  He  was  busy  ax  that  time  with  signals.  Left  the  top  of  the  tonet. 
and  held  the  boats  till  they  were  full  of  men,  and  got  washed  overboard,  bat 
got  into  the  boat  again. 

I  remun,  very  respectfully,  yours. 


u-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlqrbk, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


WM.  E.  BAYNE. 
Maiter't  Mate,  Acting  Gmmnn. 


O. 

Off  Uorris  Island, 

JOteemher  7,  1861 
Sir  :  The  sinking  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken,  momfd 
at  buoy  No.  2,  on  the  6th  instant,  in  my  opinion,  was  caused  by  leariDg  ibc 
battle-plate  over  the  captain's  hatch  off  too  long,  causing  the  ibiecastle  to  be 
filled  with  water,  and  that,  coupled  with  extra  weight  of  shell,  caused  her  to  sick 
by  the  head,  preventing  the  water  from  going  aSt ;  and  the  pressue  of  water 

:  Gooylc 
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wu  io  BtroDg  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  bunt  the  main  hull  from  the  overhang,  as 
ill  the  teaks  Htarted  were  fresh  ones. 

Sir,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  JUMP,  Piiot. 
J.  M.  Duncan, 

Late  Commander  of  U.  S,  Iran-dad  WefAawiten, 


LiM  of  effittn  and  atn  mmd  /nun  tSt  UniUd  Stain  tfomtr  Vft^umtitn. 

Ogiceri. — J.  M,  Daacan,  commander;  M.  S.  Stuyveaant,  lieutenant;  C.  C. 
Kingabuc^,  acting  master ;  E.  U.  Stein,  aseiatant  surgeon  ;  F.  R.  Stow,  acting 
u«ialtiDt  paymaster ;  J.  H.  Reed,  ensign ;  B.  H.  Chadwick,  acting  enBign ;  F. 
H.  Crandall,  acting  ensign;  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  acting  second  assistant  engiuDer; 
William  E.  Bayne,  acting  master's  mate;  Levi  Jump,  pilot. — Total,  11. 

Mtn. — John  Smith,  first  class  fireman;  John  Hurley,  do.;  John  Connolly,  do.;  ' 
Edward  Clarkaon,  do.;  Edward  Carr,  do.;  David  II.  Serbume,  second  class  fire- 
man; James  Collins,  do.;  James  Byers,  do.;  Patrick  Reardon,  do.;  Henry 
Suniner,  do.  j  Maurice  Phelan,  coal-heaver ;  Bernard  Casaiday,  do. ;  Thomas 
Hogan,  do. ;  Thomas  Dorau,  second  master;  C.  B.Brunn,  do.;  William  A.  Man- 
BOD,  second  gunner ;  George  Crotte,  do. ;  William  Brown,  seaman ;  Michael 
Rice,  do.;  John  Williams,  1st,  do.';  William  A,  Davia,  do.;  Thomas  Go^in, 
eaptain  of  hold ;  Carl  Grandman,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Edward  Christenson,  do. ; 
John  Walters,  do. ;  Thomas  Bailey,  landsman ;  John  Nee,  do. ;  Stephen  McDon- 
ald, do.;  L.  Johnson,  second  class  boy;  Charles  Dragc,  landsman;  John  Russell, 
do,;  William  Batten,  do.;  Edward  Lewis,  do.;  Patrick  McGovem,  do.;  Matthew 
T.  Jackson,  do.;  Michael  Dunn,  do.;  John  Anderson,  do.;  E.  A.  Redding,  do.; 
Samnei  E.  Seaman,  do.;  James  T.  Brace,  do.;  Francis  Gallagher,  do.;  William 
H.  Dubbar,  do.;  William  Orange,  do.;  James  Kohlay,  do.;  Dan.  O'Brien,  do.; 
Henry  Dofason,  ward-room  cook;  Harry  Read,  paymaster's  steward;  Benjamin 
S.  Birdsall,  doctor's  steward;  James  Hagan,  hoatswain's  mate  on  boai^  the 
Home;  William  E.  Nongle. 

Mitting. — Thomas  Piper,  second  master;    John  Scallen,  landsman;   

Buckley,  do.;  John  Kerrigan,  do.;  John  Carpenter,  do,;  Joshua  Crogan,  second 
class  boy ;  Charles  F.  Davis,  first  class  fireman  ;  John  Williams,  2d,  landsman ; 
Charles  Wilson,  master-at-arms;  William  H.  Williamson,  captain's  cook;  Chris- 
tian Anderson,  ship's  cook;  John  Rntledge,  landsman;  Ralph  Anderson,  do.; 
James  Gayban,  first  class  fireman ;  Edward  Mullen,  second  class  fireman ; 
llichael  Clines,  coal  heaver ;  James  Lenman,  second  class  fireman ;  Thomas 
Mee,  first  class  fireman;  Robert  Kugent,  coal-heaver;  George  M,  Leighton, 
first  class  fireman ;  Thomas  Stothera,  do. ;  Stephen  C.  Newman,  second  class 
fireman;  Thomas  Donaran,  ordinary  seaman;  William  G.  Pike,  do.;  Thomas 
Dovrlin,  landsman  ;  Thomas  A.  Mason,  yeoman,  (since  dead.) 


[Deapatch  No.  351.] 

Flag-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morri,  hland,  December  2D,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  order  of  the  department  directing  me  "  to  convene  a  court  of  in- 
oairy  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  facts  relating  to  the  sinking  of  the 
Weehawkcn"  has  been  received. 

Immediately  after  the  disaster  snch  was  ordered.  The  commanders  of  three 
Monitors  were  selected  for  the  purpose,  (Lieutenant  Commanders  Simpson, 
Davis,  and  Comwel!,)  as  better  qualified  to  judge  by  their  eaperiencc  iu  this 
class  of  vessel,  lO'jIe 
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A  sncceaaion  of  atonny  weatber  has  interfered  with  theii  proceedings,  and 
required  their  personal  attention  to  their  own  vesfleb,  bnt  I  hope  it  will  be  uon 
completed  and  forwarded  for  your  informa^n. 

The  final  repair  of  the  Monitors  etill  lingers.  The  Patapeco  and  Lehigh  m 
at  Fort  Royal.  When  completed,  one  will  relieve  the  Nantncket,  and  the  other 
will  come  this  way.  When  I  look  back  at  my  own  anticipations  m  regard  to 
the  readiness  of  these  vessels,  I  confess  I  am  almost  in  ucspair.  All  that  I 
conld  do  to  hasten  the  repair  I  have  done,  and,  it  may  be,  all  possible  despatch 
has  been  done.  However,  one  thing  is  cert^ :  when  the  other  Honiton  an 
called  on  for  service,  no  one  of  these  sbaU  be  ont  of  line. 

The  boilers  now  be^n  to  be  troublesome,  and  I  have  jnst  called  the  Hon- 
tauk  down,  to  draw  her  fires  and  patch  up,  leaving  only  Uiree  Uonitors  above 
to  do  dnty.  The  air-pump  was  also  disabled  this  morning  by  the  aegligencc  tS 
an  engineer. 

Thei-e  is  almost  too  mncb  dependent  on  the  Monitors  now  here.  There  is 
not  the  least  allowance  possible  for  accidents. 

My  notice  has  just  been  called  to  a  passage  in  the  correapondence  of  the 
Tribune  of  the  14th  of  December,  dated  "  Headquarters  Department  of  the 
South.  December  6,"  which  attributes  the  delay  here  "to  instroctiuns  from 
Washington." 

I  have  only  to  sar,  that  no  person  has  ever  heard  me  say  anything  of  the 
kind,  nor  even  allude  to  the  views  of  the  department.  The  two  special  dnco- 
ments  from  the  department  have  not  left  my  own  custody,  nor  have  they  been 
Been  even  by  my  secretary,  nor  by  any  one  except  the  commanding  officcn 
whom  I  convened  to  obtain  their  opinions,  as  directed  by  the  department,  and 
by  General  Gillmore,  to  whom  the  department  directed  them  to  oe  shown,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  nothing  ever  would  transpire  from  them. 

It  is  another  evidence  of  the  uoscmpulons  propensity  with  which  some 
writers  are  possessed  to  make  news,  if  they  cannot  collect  it. 

The  infamous  abuse  which  these  gentlemen  have  lavished  on  me  for  some 
months  past  veiy  naturally  precludes  the  possibility  of  my  having  intercouM 
with  them. 

The  quantities  of  obstructions  which  were  washed  down  by  the  hfAn 
proves  to  be  verr  considerable.  I  saw  yesterday  a  string  of  railroad  bars  [2i 
feet  long  each)  being  drawn  from  the  water,  linked  together,  the  wood  work 
giinc,  and  have  been  told  that  33  of  them  have  been  beached,  which  would  faivt 
extended  two  bnndred  and  fifty  yards. 

The  rebels  are  buay  at  work  on  a  new  iron-clad,  and  it  is  reported  to  be 
nearly  plated. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.NO.  A.  DAHLGBEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  &  A,  B.  Sfnadrem. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/  of  the  Navy,  WtuhiitgCo*,  D.  C. 


FLAa'8TBA.MER  PkILADBLFHIA, 

Off  Morri*  Iiland,  J>»xm6er  7,  1863. 
Gbntlbme.\  :  It  is  important  that  a  full  inquiry  should  be  mad«  into  tbr 
uuses  of  the  deplorable  disaster  that  befell  the  Weehawken  jestertUj.    Von 
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3  appointed  a  court  of  inqairy  to  aaeertain  the  &oti  in  the  case, 
md  g:iTe  your  opinion  thereon.  Acting  Assistant  Faymaster  Benjamin  F. 
Mnnroe  ia  appointed  the  judge  advocate  of  said  court,  ion  will  endeavor  to 
regulate  the  proceedings  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  year  duties  as  commanderB 
of  Monitors. 

Very  respectfullyi  Tonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Sear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson. 
Lieutenant  Commander  John  L.  Davib, 
Lieatenant  Commander  J.  J.  Go RN WELL. 


10  O'CLOCK  A.  M.,  Dtetmber  10,  1863. 
The  conrt  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order.     Present :  Lieutenant  Com- 
nunder  £.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  John  L.  Davis,  and  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  J.  Corowel)  j  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Benjamin  F.  Munroe, 
judge  advocate. 

The  court  was  duly  sworn  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  the  judge  advocate 
was  duly  sworn  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  court. 

Commander  James  M.  Duncan,  late  of  the  Weehawken,  was  called,  but 
being  absent  on  duty,  could  not  attend.  Lieutenant  M.  8.  Stnyvesant,  lato 
executive  officer  of  the  Weekawken,  was  called,  and  being  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  fbllowB ; 

Question  by  judge  adrocato.     What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  t 
Answer.  M.  S.  Btuyresant;   lientenant,  and  late  executive  officer  of  the 
Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  what  you  know  uf  the  causes  that  led  to 
the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  Bhip  came  to  her  moorings  between  ten  and  eleven  a.  m.  on  Sunday, 
€th  of  December,  1S63  ;  wind  ^m  northeast,  fresh  breeze ;  spray  washing  over 
the  deck  and  fore-hatch  into  the  windlass- room.  The  battle-plate  being  up, 
one  end  of  the  battle-plate  resting  on  the  rabbet  of  the  hatch,  the  other  end 
being  triced  up  by  a  tackle  led  across  the  deck;  the  berth-deck  battle-plate 
being  np  and  secured  in  the  same  manner.  We  were  made  fast  to  our  usual 
moorings    (buoy  nnmber  two]  by  a  chain  from  our  on  deck  to  a  ahackle 

on  the  buoy,  having  Hve  or  six  fathoms  scope.     After  secaring  to   the  buoy,  I 

f»ve  orders  to  bank  the  fires  as  usual,  being  a  standing  order  of  the  ship  to 
eep  np  twenty-five  pounds  of  steam.  About  this  time  the  captain  left  the  ship. 
On  going  bdow,  I  noticed  the  water  slopping  in  under  the  forward  cabin  door, 
a  temporary  wooden  door;  ordered  the  iron  door  to  be  secured;  this  was  a 
common  occurrence.  Shortly  after  twelve  o'clock  Ensign  J.  H.  Reed  came 
below  and  remarked  there  was  no  change  in  the  weather,  in  answer  to  a  question 
from  me.  and  that  she  was  riding  easy.  Some  time  after,  from  half  ti>  three- 
quiaten  of  an  hour,  I  heard  the  watch  being  called  on  deck,  which  being  an 
unusuftl  occurrence,  and  the  officer  of  the  watch.  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall, 
having  reported  for  duty  only  a  day  or  so  befure,  I  went  up  to  ascertain  what 
he  wished  of  the  watch,  not  wishing  to  have  them  ronsedout  nn necessarily.  I 
found  the  sea  and  wind  increased  considerably,  and  that  the  forward  hatch 
coaming,  which  was  shaped  like  a  hopper,  was  broken  by  the  sea,  and  the 
battle- plate  knocked  down  and  across  the  hatch,  bat  not  so  as  to  prevent  a  largo 
portion  of  a  sea  from  going  into  the  anchor-room,  I  gave  orders  to  have  the 
bailie- plate  put  in  its  place,  but  this  conld  not  he  done  berore  two  or  three  other 
eeas  coming  over,  nearly  filled  the  anchor-room,  I  then  veered  about  iiftwu 
fathonu  uf  the  mooring  chain.     Then  closed  the  berth-deck  battle-plate  ;ii^V 
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ordered  the  limber  cbaina  to  be  hanled  previous  to  closing  the  borth-Jeck  bitile- 
plale.  I  ordered  the  watch  to  go  below.  The  bilge  pnmps  and  centrifagal 
pumps  were  all  started  at  about  uiia  time,  bnt  there  was  not  yet  sufficient  water 
aft  to  enable  the  sncUon  of  the  centrifngal  pnmp  to  work.  While  veering  chiia. 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  there  wbb  a  leak  in  mj  room.  While  on  my  way  to 
examine  it,  after  aeeiog  everything  properly  aecured  on  deck,  the  captain  of  iht 
hold  reported  six  inches  of  water  in  the  huld  abreast  the  berth-deck  hatch 
amidshipH,  whicli  I  regarded  aa  evidence  that  the  water  from  the  windlass-ioom 
was  going  aft,  as  this  hold  had  heretofore  been  dry.  The  leak  in  my  ranm. 
which  was  the  after  wiag  room,  on  the  atarboord  side,  was  round  the  edges  of 
one  of  the  beams  where  it  joined  the  side. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  William  E.  Bayne  was'  engaged  in  calking  it  op,  and 
said  it  conld  be  easily  stopped,  and  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  anything  serioiii. 
Then  I  went  forward  into  the  cabin  and  found  the  water  making  its  way  in  ovrr 
the  upper  edges  of  the  forward  cabin  iron  bulkhead  in  small  etream?.  Had  tbf 
covers  taken  off  the  cabin  ahot-lockera,  filled  with  fifteen-inch  solid  and  cored 
shot,  to  let  the  water  in  the  bilge.  Then  went  on  deck  and  ordered  signal  to  Ik 
made  that  the  captain  was  needed  on  board,  be  being  on  board  (be  flag-ship, 
near  at  hand  ;  also  ordered  Actiug  Master  Kingsbury  to  keep  the  limbers  t\tat. 
Some  little  time  wbb  lost  in  getting  signals  out,  and  the  first  number  was  jitl 
answei-ed  when  I  noticed  the  vessel  settling  by  the  head  and  at  the  same  time 
canting  to  starboard.  I  ordered  everybody  on  deck,  sending  messengers  brio''' 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  senior  enrineer.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engiowr  J- 
B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  to  send  all  out  of  the  fire-room.  Ordfered  signals  to  be  chanpd 
to  one  for  aaaistance,  which  was  answered.  Up  to  the  time  signals  were  made 
for  assistance  I  did  not  consider  the  ship  in  any  danger.  Thinking  the  captaiii 
would  prefer  to  be  on  board  under  the  circnmstances,  I  had  ordered  sigual^  tt 
be  maoe  accordingly,  and  the  canting  to  starboard  was  the  first  indication  I  hiri 
of  her  being  in  a  siuking  condition.  Wc  had  two  boats  made  fast  to  the  stern. 
As  fast  as  the  men  came  up,  I  ordered  them  aft  to  the  boats.  Acting  Ensign 
Chadwick  1  ordered  below  to  get  life-preservers,  at  his  own  suggestion-  He  re- 
turned, driven  back  by  the  water,  the  vessel  sinking  so  rapidly.  In  my  opiD:<>D 
not  more  than  two  minutes  elapsed  from  the  time  she  canted  to  starbMrd  oaiil 
ehe  disappeared.  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  staid  below  until  the  last  mommi- 
driving  the  men  on  deck.  No  report  had  been  made  to  me  of  leaks,  other  ihm 
the  one  in  my  own  room.  I  had  noticed  as  soon  as  the  windlaae-room  fill'^ 
with  water  that  it  appeared  to  bring  the  ship  on  an  even  keel ;  previoBEly  ibc 
trimmed  two  feet  by  the  stem.  She  remained  in  this  position  about  half  an  h«ui 
before  canting  to  starboard. 

Queation  by  the  court.  How  soon  after  yon  received  the  report  from  the  c-'i- 
tain  of  the  hold  that  there  were  five  inches  of  water  in  the  hold  did  you  i«ii>c 
the  report  that  the  centrifugnl  pump  was  throwing  water  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  aay  definitely.  I  should  judge  the  centrifugal  pump  t^' 
working  well  twenty  minutes  before  ehe  sank. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  receive  a  second  report  of  the  depth  of  wairr 
in  the  bold  1 

Answer.  None. 

Question  by  the  court.  Had  yon  any  reason  to  suppose  that  thn  depth  if 
water  was  incrcsHing  gradually  in  the  hold,  or  do  you  of  your  own  knowlt^L'' 
kuow  that  the  water  accumulated  in  the  vessel  previous  to  the  moment  vL-- 
sbe  filled  and  went  down  f 

■Answer.  Had  no  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  Wlien  the  battle-plate  or  fore  hatch  was  pot  doT3. 
was  it  secured  there  from  below  or  by  any  means  on  deck  t 

Answer.  It  was  not  <flccured  from  below.  We  could  not  get  st  it ;  niiitxi 
was  it  Hecured  ou  deck.  C   OHqIc 


ABMOBED  VE88ELB.  313 

Qn«8tion  hy  the  court.  Wh&t  do  yon  nnderetand  to  have  been  the  depth  of 
v&tCT  in  the  veesel  vhen  the  csptain  of  the  hold  reported  fire  inches  in  the 
hold! 

Answer.  Five  inches  above  the  flooring  of  the  hold. 

Qnestion  by  the  conit.  Was  the  berth-deck,  battle-plate,  and  the  one  over  the 
fire-room  aecnred  from  the  time  the  veasel  was  making  water  np  to  the  time  ehe 
went  down  t 

Answer.  They  were  closed,  bnt  not  secnred. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  any  way  for  the  people  in  the  fire-room  to 
get  oDt  of  the  ship,  except  through  the  passage  leading  to  the  berth  deck  T 

Answer.  None,  unless  they  could  raise  the  fire-room  battle-plate  from  below. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Was  there  a  jackass  on  the  chain  leading  out  of  the 
faftwse-pjpe,  and  was  there  one  always  naeil  in  rough  weather  1 

Answer.  None  to  my  knowledge. 

Qnestion  fay  the  court.  Was  toe  valvo  at  the  bottom  of  the  forward  cabin 
bnLkhead  open  or  shut  t 

Answer.  Don't  know.  To  the  beet  of  my  belief  it  was  open,  as  the  water 
ran  aft  freely.  Do  not  know  that  there  was  a  valve ;  never  saw  or  heard  of  it ; 
had  understood  there  was  a  water  communication  from  the  wtodlass-room  to  the 
pomps. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Was  the  water  in  the  windlase-room,  at  the  time  the 
leak  in  your  room  was  discovered,  on  a  level  with  that  leak  1 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  was. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken 
as  executive  officer? 

Answer.  Since  the  18th  of  October,  1863. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  here  read  over  to  him ;  he  pronounced  it 
correct. 

J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engineer,  late  senior  engineer  of 
the  Weehawken,  being  called  and  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  ia  yoor  name  and  rank  in  the  service  1 

Answer.  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engineer. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  Wereyou  the  seniitr  engineer  of  the  Weehawkenl 

Answer-  I  was. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  what  you  know  of  the  cause  that  led  to 
the  sinking  of  the  Weekawken. 

Answer-  At  9  a.  m.  last  Sunday  I  made  my  usual  visit  around  that  part  of 
tbe  vessel  belonging  to  the  engineer's  department.  Feeling  indisposed,  I  retired 
to  my  room.  Soon  after  I  heard  a  rush  of  water  forward.  I  jumped  up  and 
went  into  tbe  captain's  ciibin  to  find  out  the  cause,  and  there  found  Ensjgn 
Gbadwick  had  closed  the  communicating  iron  door  leading  from  the  windlass- 
room  to  the  cabin.  I  saw  water  running  under  the  door.  I  assisted  Mr.  Chad- 
wick  in  securing  it  by  the  crose-hars  and  turn-buckles.  Heard  some  one  re- 
mark that  the  water  was  caused  by  the  battle-plate  being  oS',  and  the  sea  wash- 
ing over  the  batch.  Having  seen  tlie  door  secured,  I  went  on  deck  and  saw  the 
battle-plate  had  been  put  on  Went  down  in  the  engine-room ;  the  water  there 
was  not  higher  than  usual  in  the  bilge.  I  ordered  one  Wortbingt'in  pump 
started  to  pump  the  bilge,  then  went  on  deck  and  requested  the  executive  nfficer, 
Lieutenant  U.  S.  Stuyvcsant,  to  send  men  down  to  haul  the  limber  chains. 
Men  were  sent.  I  went  into  the  cabin,  and  while  ihcy  were  hauling  them  oaked 
if  they  worked  free  ;  told  me  yes.  I  then  went  back  to  the  engine-room  ;  saw 
the  water  was  nmning  aft  very  freely,  and  that  it  increased  in  the  bilge.  Ordered 
the  remaining  Worthington  pump  started,  pumping  the  bilge,  and  the  centrifugal 
pump  cleared  and  made  ready  for  use.  1  returned  to  the  cabin,  and  foimd  the 
water  forcing  its  way  through  all  sides  of  the  communicating  door.     I  raised 
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the  liBtchea  of  the  cabin  floor,  and  eodeaTored  to  find  a  cock  leading  finm  the 
water-tight  bulkhead  to  the  bilge.  I  was  nnable  to  £nd  the  cock  on  accouat  of 
the  shot  or  flheil.  I  then  concloded  it  woe  beet  not  to  open  this  door  and  allow 
the  water  to  run  in  the  bilge,  it  being  a  water-tight  compartment  and  the 
ship  being  then  down  b^  the  head,  caused  by  the  water,  shot,  and  ehell.  On 
looking  down  the  ebot-locker  hatches,  I  found  the  water  waa  over  the  akdl,  and 
nearljr  up  on  the  cabin  floor.  I  went  aft ;  the  water  etill  increased  in  the  bilgt 
aft  in  the  engine-room.  I  ordered  the  centrifugal  pnmp  started.  This  pump 
worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  faster  tJian  it  would  mn  an.  I 
returned  to  the  cabin  ;  there  found  about  fbnr  inches  water  on  the  cabin  floor 
and  ward-room  floor.  Returned  aft  to  the  enj^e-room;  found  the  water  mncli 
increased  there ;  noticed  the  pnmpe  were  all  working  well,  and  then  went  np 
and  reported  to  the  executive  officer  that  I  waa  doing  all  I  could  in  the  engine- 
room.  While  in  the  act  of  replying,  the  ship  heeled  over  to  starboard  retj 
heavily.  I  again  aaked  the  executive  officer  what  was  to  be  done.  At  thai 
time  there  were  signals  flying,  which  I  understood  to  be  signals  for  aBSistaace. 
The  executive  officer  asked  me  if  the  ship  was  ever  in  that  position  before.  I 
was  in  the  act  of  replying,  when  he  informed  me  he  had  passed  the  word  for  aU 
hands  to  come  on  deck.  The  forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  then  some  distance 
under  water.  Seeing  that  she  was  sinking  very  rapidly,  I  first  thonght  of  those 
in  the  engine-room ;  could  not  get  down  tbrou^  turret  on  account  of  the  crowd 
of  men  coming  up  the  hatch.  I  jumped  off  the  turret  ou  to  the  deck,  ran  for 
the  engine-room  hatch,  the  battle-plate  of  which  was  on,  and  jumped  on  this 
hatch,  in  hopes  that  those  below  would  raise  it.  About  this  time  I  pTCeame 
the  water  had  struck  the  fires,  and  the  steam  issuing  therefrom  sufibcated  those 
in  the  engine-room,  the  ship  being  then  far  gone.  I  ran  aft  and  jumped  over- 
board, and  swam  to  a  boat 

Question  by  the  court.  Ton  have  stated  the  water  came  through  around  the 
door  leading  from  the  windlass-room  to  the  cabin.  Did  you  see  any  water 
come  over  the  forward  cabin  bulkhead  I 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  You  have  stated  that  at  one  period  the  water  did  not 
come  aft  sufficiently  fast  to  enpply  the  centrifugal  pump.  Do  you  considerthat 
the  centrifugal  pump  would  have  been  able  to  keep  the  vessel  clear  if  tbe  M1I7 
feed  of  water  had  been  through  the  valve  at  tbe  Dottom  of  the  forward  cabin 
bulkhead  T 

Answer.  The  Worthington  pnmps  would  have  been  able  to  keep  her  clear, 
provided  the  water  could  have  come  aft. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  what,  then,  do  yott  charge  the  increase  of  water  in 
the  engine-room  when  yon  made  the  last  visit  1 

Answer.  The  water  had  increased  to  snch  a  height  forward  as  to  ran  aft. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  increase  of  water  fonrud 
wbs  caused  by  the  water  running  into  the  hold'throngh  the  valve  at  the  bottom 
of  the  cabin  bulkhead,  or  that  water  ran  in  from  other  places  T  If  the  latter, 
state  your  reasons  for  snch  an  opinion. 

Answer.  The  water  ran  in  ^m  other  places.  I  saw  water  running  in  boa 
the  ciibin -communicating  iron  door;  saw  a  leak  in  tbe  executive  officer's  rooo, 
and  also  one  in  tbe  room  of  the  master  of  the  ship. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  amount  of  water  large  that  came  in  aronnd 
the  door  in  the  iron  bulkhead  T 

Answer.  Yes,  but  not  more  than  the  pumps  would  have  taken  ont. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  extensive  were  the  leaks  in  the  executive  oficer'i 
and  master's  room  1 

Answer.  I  saw  the  water  coming  in  at  the  rate  of  two  to  three  gallons  per 
minute  in  the  executive  officer's  room,  and  about  the  same  in  tbe  master's  room. 
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QnestioQ  by  Uie  conrt.  Do  yoa  coneider  tbat  all  the  water  that  canBed  the 
T»eel  to  sink  came  into  her  throngh  the  windlass-room  1 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

Qnefltion  by  the  ctrart.  In  what  other  way  conld  water  have  got  into  h«r  ? 
Answer.  IVom  the  fact  of  seeing  water  coming  in  throngh  the  execntive  oS> 
cer's  room  and  the  maeter's  room,  I  judge  it  was  caused  by  an  opening  be- 
tween the  overhang  and  hnll,  ibr  when  I  noticed  the  leak  it  appeared  to  me  to 
be  abont  where  the  overhang  joined  tlie  hnll. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  How  far  below  the  deck  was  it  that  yon  noticed  the 
ieaki 
Answer.  A  foot  and  a  half,  or  two  feet  and  a  half. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Have  yon  ever  seen  the  veasel  before  when  she  had 
any  lar^  quantity  of  water  in  her  1 

Answer,  I  have  not.     Have  seen  the  water  wash  over  the  fire-room  plate  on 
the  passage  from  Fortress  Honroe  to  Port  Royal. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
forward  part  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  you  reler  to  in  your  answer  to  the  last 
question! 
Answer.  Have  no  idea. 

Qaestion  by  the  court  How  long  was  the  interval  between  the  time  that  yon 
noticed  the  water  coming  through  dl  sides  of  the  door  in  the  forward  cabin  bulk- 
liead  and  that  at  which  the  vessel  filled  and  went  down? 
Answer.  Between  fifteen  and  thirteen  minutes. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  tbe  time  you  jumped  on  the  engine-room  hatch 
was  there  water  over  it,  and  could  it  be  opened  by  those  in  the  engine-room  t 

Answer.  The  water  was  on  the  starboard  side  of  tbe  vessel,  and  it  conld  bare 
been  opened  had  any  one  been  alive  or  there  to  do  it. 

Question  by  the  conrt  Was  there  any  other  way  by  whicb  information  coold 
be  conveyed  to  the  engine-room  J 

Answer.  None  other  hut  by  passing  down  through  the  turret 
QuestioH  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  if  the  people  in  the  engine-room  were 
informed  of  the  order  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck } 
Answer.  I  believe  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  left  the  engine-room  hatch  did  you  con- 
sider all  had  been  done  to  communicate  with  the  people  down  there  1 
Anawer.  I  did  all  that  could  possibly  have  been  done. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  how  long  as  senior  engineer^ 

Answer.  Since  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  siity- 
thnte,  and  abont  two  months  as  senior  engineer. 

Qaestion  by  tbe  court.  When  the  men  were  being  sent  up  from  the  berth  deckt 
could  the  wora  have  been  passed  through  tbe  speaking-tube  into  the  engine- 
Answer.  I  believe  not 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  Was  the  speaking-tube  ever  used  to  convey  orders 
to  the  engine-room,  and  was  it  in  order  on  the  occasion  of  the  Weehawken 
eiakingi 

Answer.  Yes,  as  f^  as  I  know,  the  tube  was  in  order. 
Question  by  tbe  court  Why  eonld  not  the  tube  have  been  used  on  this  oc- 
casion ? 

Answer.  Because  from  the  excitement  on  tbe  bertli-deck  ajid  in  the  turret 
clinna^r  at  the  time  the  word  was  passed  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck,  and  the 
iioii^e  created  by  the  working  of  the  pumps,  I  doubt  if  any  thing  could  Lave  been 
beard  by  speaking  through  the  tube. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  any  other  effort  made  for  the  preservation 
•f  the  men  in  the  engine-room?  ;    CiOOqIc 
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Answer.  One  man  volunteered  to  go  down  into  the  engine-room.  I  penoit- 
ted  him  to  go,  and  pieeumo  be  went,  as  he  has  not  been  accounted  for.  Hit 
name  was  Robert  Nugent,  coal-heaver. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness  j  he  delared  it  to  be  correct. 

The  court  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Friday,  December  11,  1863. 

IJNtTBD  Statbs  Ship  Sdpply, 

Deetmher  15,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjuamment ;  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  ihfii 
meeting  eince  December  11,  1803. 

Present:  Lieutenant  Commander  E  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L 
Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell;  Acting  AsBistant  PajmuterB. 
F.  Hunroe,  judge  advocate.  The  proceedings  of  December  11,  1863,  were  ihm 
read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Enpneer  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  being  recalled,  te«ifitd 
as  follows : 

Question  by  the  court  State  any  causee,  that  jou  know  of,  which  have  open- 
ted  upon  the  Wcehawkcn  to  produce  a  tendency  to  open  in  the  manner  ibat 
you  think  she  did. 

Answer.  From  the  heavy  straining  the  ship  got  whilo  ashore  near  Fort  Snm- 
tcr  and  while  beached  at  Fort  Koyal,  and  the  unnsual  weight  of  ammunition  in 
the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  and  the  shock  produced  by  the  eea  striking  naJn 
the  overhang,  I  think  hod  a  tendency  to  weaken  her  in  those  parts  wherr  Uk 
overhang  joined  the  hull. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  was  the  nnuanal  weight  of  ammnnitinD 
stowed  forward,  and  when  was  it  stowed  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  much  was  in  there;  have  never  seen  the  tcss" 
stowed  BO  full  before.     It  was  stowed  since  our  return  from  Port  Royal. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  first  joined  the  Wechawken,  how  man; 
inches  of  water  did  she  leak  per  hour  as  a  general  rule  t 

Answer.  Six  to  eight  inches  in  four  hours. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  any  increase  in  the  general  leak  perceptible  af>- 
the  causes  of  weakness  mentioned  by  you  in  answer  to  a  previous  question! 

Answer.  After  coming  off  the  beach  near  Sumter,  I  perceived  no  differenc*  b 
the  vessel  making  water.  After  coming  from  Fort  Koyal,  and  while  at  sea  "d 
our  way  to  Charleston,  a  leak  was  discovered  in  our  after  overhang,  the  waM 
coming  in  on  both  sides  adjoining  the  af^er  water-tight  bulkhead.  When  br-' 
discovered,  the  water  had  filled  the  overhang  as  high  as  the  man-hole  1ead:n.~ 
into  the  after  overhang  of  the  vessel,  the  water  turning  into  the  engineer  sti'>- 
room.  One  pump  kept  this  water  clear  by  only  occasionally  pumping  it  ••n'- 
I  endeavored  to  find  out  where  the  water  came  from;  could  not  on  acconni  ": 
this  bulkhead.  After  arriving  inside  Charleston  bar,  and  in  smooth  water,  m 
some  reason  or  other  this  leak  stopped — troubled  as  no  further.  Ever  sino- 1 
had  been  attached  to  the  vessel  there  had  been  a  leak  on  the  port  Bide  of  ib' 
vessel,  about  even  with  the  deck,  in  the  engineer's  room. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  leading  thmc;;; 
the  forward  cabin  bulkhead,  and  was  it  the  custom  in  the  ship  to  keep  it  "[•' 
or  shut  1 

Answer,  I  never  saw  the  cock;  judging  from  the  fact  of  there  being  one  :n 
the  after  water-tight  bulkhead,  thought,  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  there  must  h^^" 
been  one  in  the  forward  water-tight  bulkhcfld. 

The  testimony  of  the  witness  was  here  read  over  to  him;  he  prononncol  i* 
correct. 

Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandcll,  bring  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  u 
follows :  ,-.  I 
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Question  br  jnda;e  advocate.  State  what  yon  know  of  the  caiue  that  led  to 
the  ainking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  I  relieved  the  deck  at  about  ten  minntes  after  twelve  o'clock,  De- 
cember 6,  1863.  Noticed  we  were  shackled  to  a  buoy,  not  very  far  from  sev- 
eral tug-boats;  also,  it  was  blowing  quite  fresh  from  the  northeast,  an  occasional 
sea  breaking  over  forward.  About  one  o'clock  a  heavy  sea  partly  carried  away 
the  forward  hatch  combing.  I  immediately  called  the  walcn  on  deck.  Aboat 
the  time  the  watch  came  on  deck.  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  came  nji  also.  I  went 
forward  with  the  men  and  found  the  battle  plate  was  unshipped,  hangiug  in  the 
vindlasB-room  br  a  tackle.  Hauled  up  the  battls-platc  and  shipped  it  in  its 
proper  place  in  the  hatch  as  soon  as  possible.  The  windlass-roont  was  half  full 
of  water,  or  half  the  depth  of  the  wind  lass- room.  About  this  time  Acting  Mas- 
ter Kingsbury  came  on  deck.  He  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  to 
veer  chain,  which  was  done.  I  had  the  gig  called  away  (by  orders)  and  man- 
ned. Sent  her  alongside  the  flag-ship  for-Captain  Duncan.  After  the  hatlle- 
plate  was  placed  down  and  the  chain  veered,  Lieutenant  Stuyvcsaut  told  me  to 
go  below  and  put  on  a  dry  suit  of  clothes.  I  went  below.  The  water  was  just 
beginning  to  waah  in  over  the  windlosB-room  door.  While  I  was  changing  my 
ctothea  1  heard  the  water  flowing  in  much  more  rapidly  over  the  door;  thought 
I  beard  the  water  rushing  between  the  wood  and  the  iron  at  the  side  of  my 
room.  I  occupied  the  starboard  forward  room.  Afler  I  had  put  on  my  dry 
clothing.  Acting  Ensign  Chadwick  came  down  and  went  in  my  room ;  he  raised 
th«  hatch  in  the  deck  to  get  at  the  life-preacrvere.  I  noticed  the  water  rushed 
no  right  away  in  the  room.  I  then  made  my  way  up  through  the  turret,  and 
abont  the  time  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  turret.  Lieutenant  Btuyvesant  sent  word 
down  for  everybody  to  come  on  deck.  I  noticed,  also,  they  were  signalling. 
Soon  after  the  order  was  given  for  everybody  to  come  on  deck,  another  order 
was  passed  by  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  to  go  aft  and  save  themselves.  The 
vessel  went  down  very  quick. 

Qoestion  by  the  court.  When  was  the  main  or  berth  deck  hatch  closed,  aud 
was  it  eecnred  downt 

Anawer.  I  don't  know ;  was  below. 

Qneation  by  the  court.  When  the  battle-plate  was  put  on,  you  say  the  wind- 
lass-room was  half  foil  of  water,  but  when  you  went  below  to  change  your 
clothes  you  noticed  the  water  coming  in  over  the  door  in  the  water-tight  bulk- 
bead.     To  what  do  you  charge  this  increase  of  water  in  the  windlass-room  1 

Answer.  I  know  little  of  the  conatmction  of  these  vessels.  The  real  canse 
I  am  oot  able  to  state;  my  supposition  is,  the  overhanging  parted  from  the 
main  fanll. 

Question  by  the  court.  At  the  time  the  rush  of  water  was  beard  by  you,  at 
the  side  of  your  room,  what  was  its  height  from  the  deck  in  your  room,  and 
where  did  it  come  from  I 

Answer.  I  should  judge  between  six  and  seven  feet.  I  do  not  know  where 
it  come  from. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  As  officer  of  the  deck,  did  you,  or  any  one  to  your 
knowledge,  order  the  forward  battle-plate  secured  below? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of 

QueaUon  by  the  court.  Was  the  turret  keyed  np,  and  did  any  water  wash  in 
the  vessel  under  it ;  and  if  so,  in  what  quantity? 

Answer.  Do  not  know. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
and  in  what  capacity? 

Answer.  I  was  attached  to  her  abont  two  days,  as  acting  ensign. 

Qneation  by  the  conrt.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock,  or  valve,  communicating 
through  the  water-tight  bulkhead  forward  1 

■*■"'"■  "•■  D„„.dt,Google 
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QoeaUoD  by  the  conrt.  What  was  the  iDtarral  of  time  that  elapsed  between 
the  putting  on  the  battle-plate  forward  and  joax  going  below  to  change  yoni 
clothes? 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  orer  to  the  witness ;  he  pnmoiinced  it  eoncct 

Ensign  J.  H.  Keed  being  called,  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  ia  the  servicet 

Answer.  J,  H.  Beed,  ensign,  late  of  the  Weehawkea. 
Qnestion  by  jndge  adrocate.  State  to  the  court  what  yon  know  of  ttie  csdm* 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken.  . 

Answer.  I  gave  up  charge  of  the  deck  at  about  twenty  mioates  after  IS 
o'clock,  Deceinher  6,  1863.  I  went  below,  shifted  myself,  and  came  out  of  mj 
room  at  about  fifteen  minutes  after  one.  I  thea  saw  the  senior  engineer  sod 
Acting  Ensign  Gbadwick  engaged  in  closing  the  iron  door  connecting  the  wind- 
lass-room and  capt^n's  cabin ;  the  water  was  then  leaking  through  around  the 
cracks  of  the  door,  about  halfway  up.  I  then  sat  down  to  my  dinner,  and  got 
through  about  2  o'clock,  and  then  took  another  look  into  the  captain's  cabin; 
the  water  then  woe  not  leaking  through  so  high  up  as  when  the  door  was  Ent 
closed.  I  then  looked  into  Lieutenant  Stnyvcsant's  room;  saw  the  water  wu 
then  leaking  throng  the  inner  planking  of  the  ship,  a  little  above  half  way  be- 
tween the  two  decks — a  leak  about  four  or  five  feet  long,  and  threc-eightbs  of  in 
inch  wide.  I  started  to  go  on  the  turret ;  met  Lieutenant  Stayveaaot  on  the 
berth-deck  ;  told  him  his  room  was  adrift.  Then  went  on  top  of  the  turret  md 
Bat  down.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  Lientenant  Stuyvesont  directed  me  to 
make  signals,  "Captun  needed  on  board."  I  bent  on  the  first  Dumber,  signiA*' 
tng  ''  captain,"  and  a  few  minutes  after  hoisted  it.  The  ship  then  commencn 
to  settle  quickly  by  the  bead,  and  I  was  ordered  to  make  signals  for  assisianc« 
I  immediately  hoisted  No.  82:  "Assistance,  I  am  in  want  of,"  having  bardlv 
time  to  have  the  signal  hoisted  before  she  canted  on  her  starboard  side,  sod 
commenced  sinking  very  rapidly. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  yon  any  reason  to  suppose  lliat  the  amount  of 
water  which  caused  the  Weehawken  to  sink  accnmolatea  gradnally  in  her  hold, 
or  that  it  came  in  suddenly? 

Answer.  It  came  in  suddenly ;  because,  if  it  bad  been  gradually  accumilt- 
ting,  I  think  she  would  have  ennk  down  by  the  bead,  so  the  officers  would  harr 
all  noticed  it. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  From  the  time  that  the  windlass-room  was  closed  » 
the  time  of  the  sinking  of  the  Teseel,  were  there,  to  your  knowledge^  any  ub- 
servations  made  of  the  amount  of  water  running  into  uie  hold? 

Anawar.  None  at  all. 

Question  bv  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  opening  tbroagb 
the  water-tight  bulkhead  forward? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  water  mshing  down  the  forward  hatch  before  or 
at  the  time  you  were  relieved  1 

Answer.  No  water  going  down  that  I  know  of.  The  battle-plate  b^n^ 
up,  the  water  was  washing  over  the  b  ,  but  not  higb  enough  to  go  over  th« 
ftitse  coaming. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  saw  the  water  the  first  time  leaking  around 
the  windlass-room  door,  did  or  did  you  not  apprehend  a  serions  leas  in  the 
vessel I 

Answer.  Not  a  serious  one. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  tbe  turret  keyed  up  or  not  1 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  To  what  do  you  attribute  tbe  rajud  filling  and  dnkii^ 

the  vessel?  CiOO^Ic 
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Answer.  I  was  on  top  of  the  turret  when  she  commenced  to  sink,  and  aa  I 
tuul  not  noticed  before  that  her  bowB  were  mnch  down  by  the  head,  I  think  her 
rapid  sinking  was  caused  by  the  leak  in  Lieatenant  Stnyveaant'a  room  suddenly 
enlarging. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  yon  know,  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  if  the  hatches 
were  secured  dowa  in  their  plaees ) 

Answer.  I  know  they  were  down,  bnt  I  never  have  seen  them  secured  down. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  How  long  had  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken  ? 

Answer.  I  tbink  about  one  month  and  one  day. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  What  was  done  with  the  signal-book  when  the  vessel 
sankl 

Answer.  Left  on  top  of  the  turret. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness.    He  pronooaeed  it  correct. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  December  IG,  1863. 

U.  S.  Ship  Supply,  I>ecember  19,  1S63. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
meeting  since  December  15, 1B63.   Present ;  Lieutenant  Commanaer  E.  Simpson ; 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis;    Lieutenant  Commander  J.J.  Comwoll; 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.  Mnoroe,  judge  advocate. 

TTie  proceedings  of  December  15,  1863,  were  then  read  over,  and  corrected 
by  the  conrt. 

Pilot  Levi  Jump  being  called  and  doly  sworn,  testified  as  follows; 
QHestion  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  yonr  name,  and  rank  in  the  service? 
Answer.  Levi  Jump,  southern  coast  pUot,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 
Qaestion  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  yon  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  1  came  on  deck  on  Sunday,  December- 
6,  1863,  on  top  the  turret;  wind  from  northeast,  blowing  fresh,  with  some  sea 
making  over  the  bows  of  the  vessel,  and  at  that  time  the  officer  of  the  deck 
ordered  a  tarpaulin  to  he  put  over  the  hatch  that  leads  into  the  windlass  room, 
the  battle-plate  of  the  forward  hatch  that  leads  into  the  windlass-room  being  up. 
After  a  few  minntes  there  were  four  seas  shipped  over  the  bows,  that  caused  the 
battlC'plate  to  he  unshipped  and  fall  down  into  the  windlass- room,  and  hang  by 
tlie  tackle.  That  instaiit,  the  officer  of  the  deck  called  the  watch  ;  with  the 
assistance  of  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  replaced  the  battle-plate,  and  a  bucket  of 
tallow  was  called  for  to  place  over  the  seams.  The  sea  was  so  rough  they 
could  not  get  the  tallow  into  the  seams.  A  few  minutes  after,  the  ward-room 
boy  reported  to  me  that  dinner  was  ready.  At  that  time  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant 
ordered  chain  to  he  given,  which  was  done  by  Acting  Master  Kingsbury,  to 
make  the  ship  ride  easy.  At  tlmt  time  I  returned  to  the  ward-room,  but  £  went 
to  the  captain's  cabin  and  found  the  wbdlass-room  full  of  water,  and  running 
o^'er  the  top  of  the  iron  door  that  leads  into  the  captain's  cabin.  At  that  time  ' 
Senior  Engineer  Allen  was  securing  the  turn-buckles  of  the  iron  door,  to  make 
it  water-tight.  He  took  up  the  hatches  in  the  captain's  cabin,  to  let  the  water 
iuto  the  bilge.  At  that  time  I  did  not  think  it  serious,  thinking  the  water  would 
run  aft  to  the  pumps.  I  returned  to  my  dinner.  Ailcr  being  at  my  dinner  a 
fo^r  minntes,  the  ward-room  boy  came  irom  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant's  room  and 
roported  the  water  was  running  in.  I  went  there  and  found  the  water  running 
in  over  the  top  of  the  ceiling,  about  a  foot  below  the  deck.  I  then  returned  to 
tl>e  captain's  cabin,  and  found  the  water  still  rushing  in,  and  the  men  were  work- 
rug  the  limber  chains.  I  found  thevessel  was  settling  by  the  head.  I  returned 
■  ty  the  engine-room.  I  found  all  the  pumps  at  work.  The  water  was  just 
jL-wash  over  the  fire-room  floor.  I  returned  then  to  the  captain's  cabin,  and 
>>und  the  water  fully  three  inches  on  the  cabin  floor,  and  running  into  the  ward- 
-oom  over  the  h on  the  deck.    I  then  returned  to  the  berth  deck;  found  the 
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water  wM  coming  over  the  deck,  throngh  the  hatches.  At  that  instant  I  heird 
lieutenant  Stnyveaant  sine  oat  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck  and  save  them- 
eelres,  oi  words  to  that  effect.  The  battle-plate  of  the  berth  deck  was  ehnt 
down  about  fLfleen  minutes  after  the  one  over  the  windlafls-room.     The  Iwttle- 

flate  of  the  berth-deck  hatch  was  not  secnred ;  the  tum-bnckles  were  not  on. 
n  obedience  to  orders,  I  immediately  came  on  deck,  and  fonnd  the  reseel  link- 
ing bj  the  bead,  the  topof  the  ventilator  just  oatof  water.  I  then  jnmped  from 
the  top  of  the  turret  af(,  and  ran  for  the  boats. 

Question  by  the  courL  Did  yon  have  any  idea  that  the  vessel  was  likely  tn 
fill  and  go  down  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  until  within  five  minutes  before  she  went  down. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  consider  that  anything  could  have  been  dope 
during  that  five  minntes  that  was  not  done,  which  might  Lave  saved  the  vesst-I, 
or  any  of  the  crew  who  were  drowned  ) 

Answer.  Yes,  the  crew  could  have  been  got  on  deck  if  they  had  had  warning. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  As  the  pilot  of  the  vessel,  did  you,  or  did  you  not 
suggest  to  the  commanding  officer  what,  in  your  opioioD,  was  necessary  to  ht 
done,  nnder  the  circumstances,  to  save  the  veesel  nom  sinking  in  the  depth  of 
water  she  did  t 

Answer.  I  did  not,  as  Captain  Oolhoun,  lately  in  command  of  the  Weehawkeo. 
and  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant,  gave  me  orders  to  have  nothing  to  say  or  do,  only 
when  called  on ;  that  I  was  pilot,  to  point  out  deep  water. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bothMs 
of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  fbrward,  and  was  it  the  custom  to  keep  it  open  or 
shuti 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  it.    I  don't  know  what  the  custom  was. 

Question  by  the  court.  Where,  in  your  opinion,  did  the  water  come  in  thai 
caused  the  sinking  of  tho  vessel  I 

Answer.  Through  the  hawse-pipe,  and  throngh  the  forward  hatch. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  do  yon  think  the  veeeel'a  dnuight  was 
changed  by  the  ammunition  latelv  taken  inl 

Answer.  Customarily  she  has  been  a  foot  by  the  stem;  aAer  the  amtnimitiaD 
was  in,  only  eight  inches,  which  I  found  out  by  the  marks  need  for  that  purpvM. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness,  and  he  pronounced  it  coned- 

E.  M.  Stein,  aaeietaut  surgeon,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  u 
follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  t 

Answer.  Edward  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon,  late  of  the  Weehawkeo. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  conrt  what  you  know  of  the  caniei 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  The  principal  canse  that  I  know  was  the  filling  of  the  wiDdlass-nMSB 
with  water  so  suddenly  as  to  cause  the  vessel  to  incline  down  by  the  bead,  loi 
thus  preventing  the  water  from  running  aft  to  the  pumps.  This  is  the  oiJt 
direct  cause  I  know.  I  suppose  that,  after  the  vessel's  head  was  submagK. 
there  was  a  continuous  stream  running  through  the  hawse-hole,  which  caused  ■ 
further  accumulation  of  water  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel— sufficieiit,  ii 
my  opinion,  to  cause  Iier  to  sink. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  wiut 
accumulated  gradually  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  or  that  the  water  that  cau-^cd 
her  to  sink  came  in  suddenly  1 

Answer.  I  infer  the  water  came  in  gradually.  I  saw  the  water  rise  grsdullt 
on  the  cabin  floor  and  ward-room  floor. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  deep  was  the  water  on  the  deck  in  the  vard-nMoi 
when  yon  left  the  ward-room  I  i 
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Annver.  It  wu  deeper  forward  thfin  aft  ;  in  the  deepest  part  about  two  or 
three  inchea. 

QaestioD  by  the  court.  How  soon  did  the  reiael  sink  after  you  left  the  ward- 
room t 

Answer.  I  eboiiM  say  abont  a  quarter  of  an  boar. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  yon  remark  any  leaks  in  any  of  the  rooms  T 

Answer.  No ;  beard  there  was  a  leak  in  Mr.  Kingabnry's  room ;  also  in  lien- 
teoant  tttnyresant's  room. 

QnestJon  by  the  court.  At  the  time  all  hands  were  ordered  on  deck,  do  yon 
know  if  the  sick  were  saved  or  lost  1 

Answer.  I  infer  they  were  all  on  deck,  as  those  I  met  were  nil  tending 
towards  the  turret  There  were  only  about  five  on  the  Biek-list,  and  all  able  to 
go  on  deck. 

"The  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness;  be  prononnced  it  correct. 

Frederick  B.  Stow,  acting aseiatant  pay  master,  being  called  and  duly  sworn, 
testified  as  follows : 

QueetioQ  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  yonr  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  T 

Answer.  Frederick  R.  Stow;  acting  assistant  paymaster,  late  of  the  Wee- 
hawken. 

Qoeetion  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  yon  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weebawken  1 

Answer.  Sunday  morning,  December  6,  1863,  I  went  on  deck  at  twenty 
minutes  of  twelve;  went  up  on  the  turret  and  conversed  with  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
Ur.  Reed.  I  was  up  there  till  he  was  relieved,  which  was  about  twelve  o'clock. 
The  wind  was  blowing  fresh,  the  deck  so  wet  yon  could  not  walk  about.  By 
the  time  the  officer  of  the  deck  was  relieved,  the  wind  and  sea  had  increased 
considerably.  I  then  went  below ;  some  of  the  officers  asked  me  bow  the 
weather  was.  I  told  them  the  sea  was  running  high  ;  it  was  a  fine  siglit,  and 
they  had  better  go  up  and  look  at  it.  I  remained  below  until  I  went  on  deck 
for  the  last  time.  I  made  one  attempt  to  go  up,  but  I  was  stopped  by  so  much 
water  coming  down  the  berth-deck  hatch.  In  the  vicinity  of  half-past  one 
o'clock  I  noticed  Mr.  Chadwick,  Hr.  Allen,  and  one  of  the  ward-room  boys, 
patting  the  bars  on  the  bulkhead  door,  between  the  cabin  and  windlass -room, 
and  in  a  short  time  I  noticed  the  water  pouring  over  the  top  of  the  door,  and 
through  the  sides  of  it.  It  was  flooding  the  floor  so,  they  took  up  the  batches 
to  liave  the  water  run  off  from  the  floor  to  the  bilge.  I  went  into  my  room  sev- 
eral times  and  heard  the  water  rosbing  nnder  the  floor.  I  noticed  it  throngh 
the  air  register.  I  had  never  heard  any  water  underneath  before.  I  went  to 
tbe  doctor  and  aeked  him  if  he  had  ever  beard  it  underneath  before  in  that 
^reat  gale  they  bad  coming  out.  He  told  me  yes,  he  had  seen  as  much  water 
then.  I  think  it  was  a  little  after  two  when  I  sat  down  to  dinner  ;  spent  abont 
twenty  minntes  at  table.  When  I  got  up  from  the  table  I  went  to  my  room ; 
noticed  the  deptb  of  water  had  increased.  The  water  was  nearer  the  register 
than  when  I  sat  down  to  dinner.  I  noticed  the  water  leaking  through  the  aide 
<'f  the  ship  in  my  room,  near  tlie  beam  on  the  top,  and  in  vnriouB  placeB  down 
the  Bides.  1  never  knew  a  drop  of  water  to  come  in  my  room  before  from  that 
iK>arce.  Went  from  my  room  to  Acting  Master  Kingsbury's  room ;  it  was  leak- 
ing in  bis  room  worse  than  in  mine;  and  I  went  from  there  to  Lieutenant 
Stnyvesant'a  room ;  the  water  was  pouring  in  there  tremendously.  I  went  back 
into  my  room,  and  again  asked  Doctor  Stein,  "  Now,  Doctor,  did  you  ever  see 
anything  in  that  great  gale  like  this  T"  He  said  no,  I  stooped  over  the  register; 
tbe  water  nndemeath  dashed  up  in  my  face.  I  stepped  back  to  wipe  the  water 
off  my  face.  I'he  water  washed  up  again,  raised  the  hatch,  and  raised  my 
irtm  Mfe  that  was  on  it,  and  dropped  it  a^in  heavily.  It  was  then  I  noticed  a 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 21 


322  ABHOBED  TES8EXS. 

Tcry  great  inclinatioi)  of  the  TeBBct  by  the  head.  I  thenimmediately  tookmjoTer- 
coatandwetit  on  deck.  When  I  got  on  top  of  the  tniret  Mr.  Reed  was  joat  haul- 
ing down  a  eignal,  and  immediately  houted  another.  I  looked  at  her  bowt ; 
they  were  §nbmcrged;  should  think  the  water  was  about  two  feet  decpath«r 
forward  flag-staff.  Immediately  after  the  last  eignal  was  hauled  down,  lienten- 
ant  Stuyveaant  gave  orders  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck.  About  three  orfoar 
minutes  after  that  the  urder  was  passed  for  the  men  to  go  aft  and  get  into  the 
boats.  I  fell  off  the  turret,  and  was  picked  up  and  passed  into  one  of  the  boau 
by  Quartennaeter  Brown.  I  noticed  after  I  was  in  the  boat  the  Teasel  caieeoed 
to  atarboftrd  and  went  down. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  yon  consider  that  the  whole  amount  of  water  that 
caused  the  vessel  to  sink  came  in  through  the  windlass-room  1 

Answer.  No ;  do  ^not  think  it  did,  because  X  saw  it  run  in  freely  from  other 
places. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  save  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  men 
and  the  funds  belonging  to  the  government  1 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  amount  of  money  belonging  to  the  goTon- 
meat  at  the  time  the  veesel  sunk,  and  where  was  it  1 

Answer.  About  four  hundred  dollars,  in  the  safe. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness,  and  he  pronounced  it  to  be 
correct 

Acting  Ensign  Ohadwick  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  aa  follain: 
Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  yonr  name,  and  tank  in  the  service  t 
Answer.  Benjatoin  H.  Chadwick;  acting  ensign,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 
Question  by  Judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  yon  know  of  the  canH* 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  On  the  sixth  of  the  present  month,  about  half-paat  one,  the  Gnt 
knowledge  1  had  of  luiything  being  unusual,  the  pilot,  Levi  Jump,  came  down 
and  called  my  attention  to  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  windlass-room,  coming 
through  the  bulkhead  door  around  the  edges,  the  door  being  closed  and  latched. 
The  water  indicated  a  deptli  of  about  eighteen  inches  in  the  windlass-roam 
above  the  botttnn  of  the  communicating  door.  The  bars  lay  there,  bot  wm 
not  pat  on.  I  called  for  assistance  to  put  them  on.  Mr.  Allen,  senior  enginfffi 
came  and  assisted  me  in  putting  on  the  bars.  I  took  the  hand  screws  belonging 
to  the  upper  or  third  bar  and  laid  them  on  the  deck,  while  placing  the  upper 
bar,  when  the  hatch  was  suddenly  opened,  and  the  water  carried  the  ecrevs 
down  into  the  shot  locker.  We  then  tried  to  lift  the  shot  up,  but  they  wore  too 
heavy.  1  then  tried  to  assist  Mr.  Allen  in  getting  shot  away  to  open  a  valve  w 
plish.  Two  hatches  were  left  off  to  let  the  water  run  off  into  the  lower  hold.  I 
cock,  to  let  the  water  from  the  windlees-room  ran  aft,  which  we  failed  to  accom- 
watched  the  rise  of  the  water  in  the  windlass-room,  by  its  coming  in  around  the 
edge  above  the  second  bar.  It  was  about  thirty  minutes  before  it  came  over 
the  top  from  the  second  or  middle  bar.  I  next  saw  a  leak  ia  the  after  state- 
room on  the  stiu-board  side  around  the  end  of  one  of  the  main  beaaie ;  it  seeiiKd 
Ui  have  a  greater  or  less  force  at  intervals,  caused  by  the  working  or  Uraiuing 
of  the  vessel.  I  went  on  deck  about  ten  minntee  alter  two ;  found  li^ilenant 
titujvesBut  in  charge  of  the  deck.  Ue  asked  me  to  relieve  him  while  be  wnt 
down  on  the  ber^  deck,  which  I  accordingly  did.  Ue  retamed  in  a  ftrv 
moments  in  company  with  Ensign  Reed,  signal  officer.  The  vessel  was  thai 
with  her  bows  two  feet  under,  indicated  by  the  flag-staff  forward ;  made  signals 
and  ordered  me  to  go  and  get  out  life-preservers.  I  went  with  the  caplain  uf 
the  bold,  Thomas  Gaggin,  to  the  forward  state-room  on  the  starboud  side,  id 
the  ward-room,  occupied  by  Actmg  Ensign  F.  H.  CrandsU.     Opeoed  tfae  batch 
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■nd  the  witer  boiled  np,  indicBtiog  there  were  abont  four  iucheB  over  tlie  state- 
room floor.  Gaggia  and  myself  were  taking  ont  life-preeerverB ;  nearly  alt 
rerc  foand  to  be  rotten — woold  come  to  pieces,  and  the  cork  fall  out ;  bat  few 
nnld  be  got  on  account  of  the  place  beiug  flooded  with  water.  I  passed  oa 
deck ;  while  passiug  I  told  the  men  on  the  berth  deck  the  resBel  was  sinking, 
and  to  go  on  deck.  I  went  to  the  hip  of  the  turret,  and  considered  the  vessel 
*u  going  down.  I  left  the  turret  and  went  aft,  shortly  followed  by  Ensign 
Beed.  Saw  the  men  go  iatu  the  boats.  Mr,  Reed  and  myself  took  a  hatch- 
coamiDgfrom  the  engineer's  hatch  on  the  port  auarter,  shoved  it  off,  and  jumped 
Dverbowd.    Lieatenant  Stuyvesant  had  ordered  us  to  look  out  for  onrselves. 

Queetion  by  the  couit.  IKd  you  notice  that  the  water  was  nsing  in  the  hold 
vhea  the  cabin  hatches  were  oSt 
Aogwer.  Yes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  the  water  seem  to  rise  rapidly  in  the  hold  at  the 
time  you  noticed  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  the  rapid  rising  of  the  water  in 
the  hold  was  caused  only  by  the  water  that  came  through  around  the  iron  door 
tod  throogh  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  bulkhead  1 
Answer.  Xo  ;  unless  this  cock  or  valve  was  very  large  and. was  open. 
Qaestion  by  the  court.  Do  yon  consider  that  the  whole  omouut  of  water  that 
citued  the  vessel  to  sink  came  through  the  windlass-room  T 

Answer.  No.  At  the  time  there  was  considerable  water  coming  in  nnder  the 
tOTTet  and  in  through  under  the  overhang,  which  yon  could  hear  striking  agiunst 
the  inner  ceiling  on  the  starboard  side  forward  by  the  ward-room  state-rooms. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  How  much  water  was  in  the  hold  of  the  vessel  when 
Ton  say  the  leak  in  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant's  room  appeared  to  have  greater  and 
less  force  at  intervals  J 
Answer.  Ahont  a  foot  from  the  floor  in  the  captain's  cabin. 
Qoectinn  by  the  court.  To  what  do  yoa  attribute  the  rapid  filling  and  sinking 
of  the  vessel  7 

Answer.  To  the  various  leaks  before  mentioned,  and  the  unusual  quantity  of 
ammnnition  forward.  The  veseet  was  six  inches  by  the  head  more  than  I  ever 
uv  her  before ;  also  to  the  starting  the  centrifugal  pump  and  pumping  the 
*>t«r  from  aft,  which  made  her  tip  by  the  head. 

Question  by  the  court.  How  long  hod  the  life-preservers  been  nnder  Acting 
£n»ign  Crandairs  room,  and  were  they  rotten  when  put  down  ? 

Answer.  They  must  have  been  rotten,  as  they  were  plticed  there  but  two  or 
three  days  previous,  having  been  previously  stored  in  the  hold. 

Qnpstion  by  the  conrt.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weehawken, 
■od  in  what  capacity  t 
Answer.  Abont  three  months,  as  acting  ensign. 

Qaeetiou  by  the  court  How  much  was  the  unusual  amount  of  ammunition  on 
board; 
Answer.  I  cannot  say. 

Qaestion  by  the  conrt.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  increase  of  water  in  the 
rindlasB-room  after  the  battb-plate  hod  been  put  on  t 
Answer.  Coming  in  through  the  hawse-pipe. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  unusual  amount  of  ammu- 
itiou  in  the  vessel,  bringing  her  down  by  the  head,  was  the  chief  cause  of  her 
wt 
Answer.  Tes. 

Question  by  the  court  Did  you  make  any  report  to  the  executive  officer 
hen  yoa  noticed  the  water  rising  under  the  cabin  deck  T 
Answer.   No ;  because  I  knew  Acting  Master's  Hate  Bayne  had  done  so. 
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Qaestion  by  the  court.  At  what  moment  did  you  fint  entertaiii  the  idea  tLat 
the  veBBel  waB  ia  danger  of  sinking  1 

Ansffer.  When  I  saw  the  leak  on  the  itarboard  side  forward,  and  mw  the 
veeeel  was  by  the  head. 

Qneetion  by  the  court.  Between  the  time  apecified  in  your  last  ansiret  mi 
the  time  of  the  ainkine  of  the  veseel,  do  yon  consider  that  anything  coold  htn 
been  done  that  would  nitve  saved  her  1 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  possible  by  rolling  shot  aft. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  know  if  word  was  conveyed  to  the  engine  or 
fire-room  for  all  hands  to  assemble  on  deck  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  heard  the  order  started  by  Lieatenant  Btnyreiuit 
to  the  senior  engineer,  Jir.  Allen. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct 

The  court  adjourned  until  10  a.  m.  on  Monday,  th«  21st. 

TJmted  States  Ship  Scpplv, 
Decemhrr  21,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjonmioent.  Present :  Lieutenant  Commander 
E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davia,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J. 
Cornwall ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.  Hunroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  December  19,  1863,  were  then  read  over. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  William  E.  Bayne,  being  called  and  dnly  ewom,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  jndge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  t 

Answer.  William  E.  Bayne  ;  acting  master's  mate,  late  of  the  Weefaavken. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  caiues 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  WeehawkeD. 

Answer.  The  first  1  knew  of  it  was  by  looking  out  of  one  of  the  turret  pwW 
on  the  day  she  went  down,  about  half-past  eltven  o'clock.  I  saw  a  good  rour 
men  bney  at  the  forward  battle-plate.  Going  forward,  found  the  sea  had  sDnek 
it  and  washed  it  down  the  forward  hatch.  Saw,  I  should  jodge,  about  five  fe«i 
of  water  had  gone  down  the  hatch  into  the  windlass-room.  Then  went  down 
below  after  the  plate  hod  been  put  on  ;  found  the  door  closed  that  leads  fraai 
the  captain's  cabin  to  the  windlass-room,  but  not  secured.  Found  the  croM-btn 
and  helped  secnre  the  door.  At  that  time  the  water  was  coming  over  the  top 
of  the  door  into  the  captain's  cabin.  Lifted  shot-locker  hatches  in  the  capuia'f 
cabin  to  allow  the  water  to  run  quicker  aft.  Ahont  half  an  hour  after  «  vtfd- 
room  hoy  reported  water  coming  to  the  officers'  state-rooms.  I  stopped  the  leak 
in  Lieutenant  Stuy vesant'a  room  as  well  as  I  could ;  found  the  b^in  stait«<l  io 
two  inches,  as  shown  by  the  paint-marks  having  separated  that  distance  boo 
the  ceiling.  On  examining  the  other  beams  found  ihem  all  on  both  sides  cuit'd 
in  the  same  way.  Saw  the  wat«T,  as  if  coming  from  the  npper  deck  from  oub^id'' 
mnning  between  the  skin  and  the  iron  side  down  into  the  bilges.  She  <■*-' 
tipping  at  that  time  rapidly  by  the  bead.  Came  up  on  top  of  the  turret ;  fonDi 
Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  making  signals.  The  only  report  I  made  to  Lientena:)' 
Stuyvesant  was  that  the  windlass-room  was  filled  with  water.  I  kept  p^ai 
around  all  the  time,  trying  to  stop  all  the  leaks  I  could  see.  Did  not  Uiink  tJ^ 
ship  was  going  down  till  about  five  minutea  before  she  went  down.  At  tii»i 
time  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  passed  the  word  for  everybody  to  leave  the  vt^tl- 
I  believe  the  forward  end  of  her  was  on  the  bottom  before  any  of  the  boau  Vr. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  stopped  the  leak  in  Lieutenant  Stnyveaau'- 
room,  did  you  prevent  the  water  from  coming  into  the  vessel  I 

Answer.  No ;  the  water  continaed  to  run  into  her  between  the  side  and  V-t 
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QaestioD  by  the  court.  What  amonnt  of  water  wu  coming  into  the  TOMel 
through  the  leak  that  yon  saw  from  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant's  room  1 

AuBwer.  It  would  fill  a  barrel  in  about  ten  minatea. 

Queetion  bj  the  court.  Did  70a  remark  leaks  in  o^er  plaoeS)  where  yon  say 
the  beams  were  started  T 

Answer.  Yea ;  the  whole  length  forward,  &om  Lieutenant  Stnyveaant'e 
room  on  one  side,  and  from  Mr.  Kingsbury's  room  on  the  other  side.  The 
amount  of  water  at  all  the  leaks  waa  abont  the  same  as  at  Lieutenant  Stnyre- 
sant'e  room. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  Describe  the  position  of  the  rooms  occnpied  by  Lien- 
tenant  Stnyresant  and  Ur.  Kingsbury. 

Answer.  The  after  rooms  in  the  ward-room,  next  the  ship's  aidotandran  fore 
and  aft  the  side. 

Qnestion  by  the  court  Did  you  notice  the  water  rising  in  the  vessel  nnder 
the  berth  deck  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  conrt  Was  there  more  ammunidon  than  usual  on  board  the 
Weebawkea  at  the  time  abe  went  down  1 

Answer.  Yes;  she  nsed  to  carry,  on  an  average,  abont  seventy-five  fifteen- 
inch  shell,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  eleven-inch  shell.  When  she  went 
down,  she  had  one  hundred  and  forty-five  fifleen-inch  shell  and  three  hundred 
and  twenty-three  eleven-inch  shell.  The  quantity  of  solid  shot,  grape,  canister 
and  shrannell,  were  the  same  in  both  cases.  There  was  powder  also  taken  in 
for  the  aaditional  shell.  After  all  the  weight  was  in,  she  was  seven  inches  by 
the  stem ;  found  this  by  actual  measurement  from  the  top  of  the  deck  to  the 
Borface  of  the  water  at  stem  and  stem. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  The  projectiles  you  speak  of  in  your  last  answer, 
where  were  they  stowed,  and  was  weight  remov«J  to  give  place  for  them  I 

Answer.  Stowed  all  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  and  in  the  captcun's 
storeroom  on  the  berth  deck.     There  waa  no  weight  removed  to  ^ve  place  for  it. 

Qnestion  by  the  conrt  At  what  time  did  yon  measure  the  vessel's  draught 
■a  you  describe,  and  was  the  water  smooth  at  the  time  T 

Answer.  About  eight  o'clock,  on  the  night  after  the  ammunition  was  taken  in. 
Tbe  water  was  perfectly  smooth. 

Qnestion  by  the  court  After  the  ammunition  had  been  taken  in,  was  any  of 
it  fired  away  before  the  loss  of  the  vessel  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  draught  of  the  vessel  before  tbe  extra 
anunnnition  was  taken  on  board  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question  by  tbe  conrt.  Were  you  in  charge  of  the  gunner's  department  on 
board  the  Weehawken } 

Answer.  Yes. 

"Ffae  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  be  pronounced  it  correct. 

Acting  Master  Charles  0.  Kingsbury,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  Charles  C.  KingBbunr ;  acting  master,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Qnestion  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  tlie  court  what  yon  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken 

Answer.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock  on  Sunday,  sixth  of  December,  1863, 
I  received  an  order  from  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  to  come  on  deck.  In  passing 
through  the  ward-room,  1  heard  some  one  say  the  water  is  rushing  into  the 
cabin.     On  getting  on  deck,  I  was  ordered  by  lieutenant  Stuyvesant  to  yen 
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away  cbain.  The  men  at  that  time  were  engaged  abont  the  forward  bitile- 
plate.  Calling  them  aft,  I  commenced  giving  her  chain.  After  giving  chun 
until  Lieutenant  Stuyvesant  said  that  would  do,  I  received  permisnoa  to  go 
below.  On  going  into  my  room,  saw  the  water  etreamiQe  in  close  to  the  top. 
between  the  kneea  ;  took  the  hatch  np  underneath  ;  fonnd  tne  place  fall  of  mbr, 
eo  that  it  washed  np  againat  the  hatch.  "Went  into  the  cabin ;  eaw  a  faaleh  off 
there,  and  water  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  ahot  Went  on  deck  and  reported  lo 
Lieutenant  Stnyresant  the  water  in  the  cabin,  and  the  want  of  some  one  tn 
haul  the  limber  chains.  Received  an  order  from  him  tn  go  down  below,  takr 
Bome  one  with  me,  and  aee  to  hauling  them  myself.  Went  down  below  ;  took 
Quarter  Gunner  Mnnaon,  with  two  men ;  eent  them  into  the  cabin  to  haul  the 
limber  chains,  then  went  about  the  berth  deck,  and  fell  down  one  of  the  shot 
lockers ;  found  the  water  there  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  ahot.  Looked  for  ib« 
men  in  the  cabin,  and  found  they  were  gone ;  found  the  quarter  gunner ;  B«k(d 
him  where  they  were;  he  told  me  they  were  there.  While  looking  fin- more, 
saw  a  commotion ;  heard  some  one  ear,  "  All  hands  on  deck."  Then  turned  uj 
attention  to  getting  the  crew  on  decs  as  soon  aa  posaible.  Lifted  ClaikMn, 
first-claes  fireman,  np  through  a  grating  in  the  afler  part  of  the  tunet,  abift 
the  fifleen-inch  enn ;  told  him  to  t^e  off  the  other  gratings,  so  the  men  conU 
get  np.  He  took  hold  of  one  grating,  lifted  it,  and  said,  "  I  can't  get  it  np;" 
then  got  up  myself,  moved  the  shell  and  took  off  all  the  gratings  on  that  fiie; 
then  went  around  the  other  aide,  took  off  the  other  gratings,  and  called  to  then 
on  the  top  of  the  turret  to  haul  back  the  slide.  Finding  no  attention  paid  to 
that,  a  man,  Williuns,  auggeited  to  me  the  propriety  of  putting  in  the  pari 
stoppers ;  I  told  him  thia  was  no  time  to  put  in  port  stoppers,  but  to  get  on 
deck  OS  Boon  aa  he  could.  Seeing  one  or  two  on  the  ladder  leading  to  the  top 
of  the  turret,  and  the  vcisel  careening  to  starboard,  I  got  on  top  the  turret  u 
soon  as  I  could.  Took  hold  of  the  stanchion  ;  saw  the  bows  of  the  vessel  under 
water,  and  she  was  sinking.  Looked  behind  me ;  saw  the  ship's  cook,  Ghristiu 
Anderson,  about  half  way  np  the  hat^h,  and,  while  stooping  down  to  poll  him 
up,  a  sea  struck  me  and  knocked  me  from  the  stanchion,  all  save  mj  leg,  whicb 
I  had  turned  around  it;  looked  for  the  cook  and  saw  him  nowhere.  S*« 
Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  and  one  man  on  the  turret,  and  the  doctor  and  oik  nun 
on  the  pilot-house.  Wna  hauled  from  the  stanchion  to  the  top  of  the  pilot- 
house by  the  man  Williams,  with  the  bight  of  a  lead  line.  Bemained  tbeit 
until  all  bad  left,  then  let  go  myaelf  and  paddled  to  a  boat ;  was  picked  up  bj 
the  "  Racer's"  boat.  The  large  increase  of  weight  of  ammunition,  and  iht 
forward  compartment  being  full  of  water,  caused  an  opening  between  the  hnll 
and  overhang,  which  made  itself  manifest  by  a  rush  of  water  through  all  lix 
side  rooms,  and  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  her  sinking. . 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  left  your  room  at  the  call  of  the  exccntin 
officer,  waa  water  leaking  into  the  room  1 

Anawer.  It  was  not. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  How  long  were  yon  occupied  in  veering  chain  on  Aetk ! 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  can  judge,  from  half  to  three-quarters  m  an  bour.  The 
chain  waa  veered  and  secnred  two  or  three  times.  While  doing  it,  the  m 
washed  the  meu  and  slack  chain  away  along  the  deck. 

Question  by  the  court.  After  veering  the  chain,  did  you  go  at  once  to  ynar 
room! 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  amount  of  water  was  leaking  into  your  ioob 
between  the  knees  I 

Answer.  About  a  barrel  a  minute. 

Queat^'on  by  the  court  When  you  went  below  to  haul  Ibe  limber  chains,  did 
yon  at  any  time  inform  Lieutenant  Btuyvesant  of  the  amoont  of  water  in  the 
veasell  .XioOi-^Ic 
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AMver.  I  did  not 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  What  was  jour  object  in  hauling  the  limber  chains 
when  yon  knew  that  the  water  was  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  shot,  on  the  berth 
deckt 

Answer.  Whenever  there  was  any  water  in  the  ship  forward,  it  had  been 
cnptomary  to  hanl  the  limber  chainB ;  had  heard  an  order  given  previously  for 
some  one  to  hanl  the  limber  chaina,  and  when  I  law  no  one  there,  I  reported 
the  water,  and  the  fact  of  no  one  being  there,  to  Lieutenant  Btnyveaant, 

Qneation  by  the  court.  At  the  time  yon  were  in  the  tnrret-chamber,  where 
the  speaking-tube  leading  to  the  engine-room  is  situated,  did  yon,  or  any  one  to 
yonr  knowledge,  epeak  thmagh  it,  passing  the  order  for  all  hands  to  come  on 
deckT 

Answer.  I  did  not,  and  no  one  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  there  one  or  more  ladders  leading  from  the 
tarret-ehamber  into  \he  turret,  at  the  time  the  people  were  coming  up  1 

Answer.  One  leading  irom  the  turret-chamber  inUt  the  turret ;  have  never 
Been  but  one  ladder. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  How  long  have  yon  been  attached  to  the  Weebawken, 
and  in  what  capacity! 

Answer.  Since  the  S3d  of  last  February,  as  an  acting  master. 

Qaestion  by  the  court  Was  the  eleven-inch  gun  run  in  at  the  time  the  vessel 
snnkf 

Answer.  When  I  left  die  turret,  it  was. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  As  tbe  master  of  the  vessel,  did  yon  save  the  log- 
book, or  anything  belonging  to  yotir  department  t 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Qoesdon  by  the  court.  When  did  yon  begin  to  think  the  vessel  was  in  a 
dangervna  condition,  and  liable  to  sink  I 

Answer.  Whilst  down  below  with  the  men  to  haol  the  limber  chains,  at  the 
time  I  fell  into  the  shot  locker  on  account  of  the  water  there. 

Question  by  tbe  eonrt.  Was  the  cock  or  valve  at  the  bottom  of  tbe  forward 
water-tight  bulkhead  open  or  shut  1 

Answer.  Do  not  know. 

Qaestion.  Conld  anything  have  been  done,  in  yonr  opinion,  which  would 
have  saved  the  vessel,  after  von  knew  she  was  in  dangert 

Answer.  I  think  she  could  have  been  saved  by  running  her  ashore. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  there  was  sufficient  time  to  have 
slipped  the  chain  and  run  the  vessel  ashore,  after  you  knew  her  to  be  in  dangert 

Answer.  Being  employed  as  I  was,  I  have  a  very  indefinite  recollection  of 
tbe  time. 

Qnestion  by  the  conrt  Do  yon  know  if  steam  was  ready  to  work  tbe  engine ! 

Answer.  No  other  way  bat  by  the  word  of  the  chief  engineer,  at  that  time 


expreeeed  while  I  was  at  work  on  the  berth  deck. 

1  by  the  c 
yon  left  the  deck  1 
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luestion  by  the  conrL  How  long  would  it  have  taken  to  slip  the  chun  when 


Answer.  Five  minntes. 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  How  much  cbun  did  yon  veer,  and  bow  much  chun 
w«s  oat  alt4^ther  t 

Answer.  I  veoed  away  about  thirty  fkthoms;  should  judge  there  were  twelve 
or  fiAeeo  fathoms  ont  when  I  commenced. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  pronoanced  it  correct. 

William  A.  Uunson,  quarter  gunner,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name,  and  rank  in  the  service! 
Answer.  William  A.  Huneon;  quarter  gnnner,  late  of  die  Weehawks4^>o[^ 
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Qneetiou  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  7011  know  of  the  aaut 
that  led  to  the  einking  of  the  WeehaVken. 

Answer,  The  first  I  kuew  of  there  being  ao  much  water  in  her,  was  after  one 
o'clock.  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  came  into  the  turret ;  asked  if  there  were 
any  pett^  officers  there.  I  spoke ;  said  I  was  there,  and  Geoi^  Grotte,  qnarter 
gimner,  told  me  he  wanted  to  see  me  below.  I  followed  him  down  below  inlo 
the  ward-room,  theo  into  the  cabin.  Says  he,  I  want  you  to  get  two  men  and 
stop  by  three  limber  chains.  Previous  to  that  there  hod  been  two  nwn,bBl 
there  were  none  there  at  that  time.  He  wanted  me  to  put  on  the  bar  to  the 
bulkhead  door.  I  went  out,  got  two  men,  led  the  limber  chaine  into  the  ward- 
room, as  it  waa  impossible  to  haul  them  there,  the  water  came  down  &on  CTcr 
the  door  so  fast.  We  hauled  the  limber  chains  Beveral  times ;  found  them  per- 
fectly clear.  The  hold  at  this  time  was  full  of  water  up  to  the  berth  deck.  The 
winalasB-room  was  fall  of  water,  the  water  running  through  the  speaking-tsbe 
to  the  turret-chamber.  The  two  men,  William  J,  Fike  and  Lewis,  did  not  stop 
more  than  three  minutea  before  they  ran  away.  Went  off  and  found  Ur.  Kings- 
bury ;  told  him  I  could  not  keep  men  there ;  he  told  me  I  must  get  two  mta, 
stay  there,  and  keep  them  there.  1  went  out ;  asked  for  volunteers ;  Liewis  itid 
be  would  stay  as  long  aa  I  did,  and  went  back  with  me.  Found  the  water 
rising  very  fast ;  about  eight  inches  of  water  on  the  cabin  floor.  I  thought  &be 
was  going  to  sink  at  that  time.  I  spoke  up  ;  said  she  waa  filling  very  ful,  lad 
that  it  was  about  time  we  got  out  of  this  ;  they  all  started  and  went  on  dccL 
About  a  minute  after,  I  heard  Mr.  Kingsbury  pass  the  word  for  all  hands  to  go 
on  deck ;  I  went  on  deck.  I  noticed  large  quantities  of  water  in  the  moraiDe 
going  down  the  forward  batch,  from  ten  o'clock  until  the  batch  was  knocktd 
down,  and  spoke  of  it  to  Quarter  Gunner  Crotts  ;  wondered  why  it  was  not  pal 
on,  as  it  was  usual  to  put  it  on  in  rough  weather.  Saw  the  batch  coaming 
capsized,  and  the  battle-plate  knocked  down  below.  At  that  time  they  calkd 
for  men  to  get  the  hatch  up  ;  the  hatch  was  got  up  out  of  the  windlass-roon 
and  put  in  its  place.  I  think  this  occurred  after  dinner ;  we  got  oor  dinner  Uie 
that  day — I  think  a  few  minutes  before  one  o'clock.  When  I  went  on  deck  ehi 
was  going  down  fast,  and  everybody  was  looking  out  for  themsctvea.  A  tr« 
days  previous  to  this  we  bad  taken  in  about  one  hundred  and  SStj  eleven-incb 
shell,  forty  or  fifty  fifteen-inch  shell,  and  about  two  hundred  charges  of  powdfr; 
some  few  were  put  in  the  shetl-room,  the  rest  under  the  ward-room  hatctm. 
Myself,  other  of  the  men,  and  Mr.  Bayne  were  talking  about  it.  Mr.  Bavnc 
said  it  wonid  do  her  no  good  to  put  so  much  in  her ;  that  be  understood  Csp- 
tain  Gomwcll  hod  trouble  with  the  Nahont  I  don't  think  he  bad  any  morr 
ammunition  in  than  we  have  now.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  men;  they  apoke 
about  it  several  times,  while  taking  in  the  ammunition.  Think  the  ship  wai 
not  started  in  any  place,  and  that  she  was  in  as  good  order  as  ever,  aa  far  as  1 
know  of,  up  to  the  morning  she  sunk.  A  large  quantity  of  water  came  in  around 
the  turret  that  day — more  than  I  ever  saw  before. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  see  any  wat«r  come  in  over  the  top  of  Ok 
iron  bulkhead,  between  the  cabin  and  windlass-room  1 

Answer.  A  large  quantity  of  water  was  coming  in  overhead,  but  I  cannot  say 
positively  that  it  came  over  the  top  of  the  bulkhead  or  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  While  you  were  below  in  the  cabin,  or  ward-room,  did 
you  see  any  water  coming  in  through  the  roomfl,  or  over  the  beams ;  and  if  »>< 
was  it  in  large  quiintitics  1 

Answer.  When  I  first  went  in  I  did  not  see  any ;  but  when  I  came  out  lh« 
last  time  I  saw  water  coming  in  along  the  beams. 

Question  by  the  court.  Waa  the  turret  keyed  up,  or  not ;  and  did  the  watrr 
come  in  under  it,  and  at  what  rate  1 

Answer.  The  turret  was  keyed  up.  When  at  Port  Royal  we  had  two  troaghj 
made — one  on  each  side,  inside  the  turret — to  make  the  water  pass  off;  bat  thut 
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day  they  would  overflow  and  not  carry  off  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  water  at 
times.  After  we  came  from  Port  Royal  vk  found  the  base  ring  take  the  deck 
when  keyed  np  to  the  old  mark.  We  bad  to  key  it  np  higher,  which  let  more 
water  in.  We  geaerally  naed  to  have  a  large  haweer  to  atop  the  leak ;  this  day 
there  was  no  hawser.  So  much  water  came  in  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  keep 
the  hlowera  going.  I  said  at  the  lime  it  will  take  two  pretty  good  pumps  to 
keep  the  wiiter  out  that  comes  in  there. 

Question  by  the  cunrt.  Were  the  gnns  in  or  out ;  and  did  any  water  come  in 
throogh  the  porta  1 

Answer.  The  IS-inch  gun  was  out,  the  1 1-inch  gun  nm  in,  the  compres- 
sors down.  Occasionally  a  heavy  sea  would  come  in  the  11-inch  port.  The 
smoke-box  prevented  my  seeing  any  water  nm  in  the  15-incb  port. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness.     He  pronounced  it  correct. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Tuesdaj,  December  SS,  1863. 

Unitbd  States  Ship  Sopply, 

December  22,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present;  Lieutenant  Commanden 
£.  Shnpaon,  J.  L.  Davis,  and  J.  J.  Gomwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 
F.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 

Commander  J.  M.  Duncan,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  ? 

Answer.  J.  M.  Duncan,  commander,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  hy  judge  advocate.  State  to  the  court  what  you  know  of  the  causes 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  I  joined  the  Weehawken  on  the  6tfa  of  December,  1863,  off  Morria 
island.  South  Carolina ;  thiuk  it  was  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  went  up 
that  evening  on  the  advance  picket ;  lay  there  until  next  morning ;  at  about  9 
o'clock  got  under  way  and  came  down  to  the  mooring  buoy  known  as  buoy  No. 
S,  and  made  fast  to  that,  giving  her  about  twelve  or  fifteen  fathoms  chain  ;  it 
was  blowing  quite  fiesh  at  that  time,  but  no  water  coming  over  forward.  I  left 
the  vessel  a  little  before  10,  probably  about  Q.SO  a.  m.,  and  went  on  board  the 
flag-flbip  Philadelphia,  At  the  time  I  left  the  wiadlass-room  was  perfectly  dry; 
the  only  water  I  could  see  was  coming  over  forward  and  shaft  the  turret,  as  I 
have  frequently  seen  it  when  lying  near  the  ironclads.  Between  2  and  half- 
past  2  o'clock  the  fleet  captain  told  me  a  signal  had  been  made  ;  the  Weehawken 
wanted  assistance.  I  immediately  jumped  to  the  gangway  and  told  the  cockswain 
of  the  Weehawken'a  gig  to  haul  up  to  the  gangway.  He  was  some  distance  astern, 
so  I  jumped  Into  one  of  the  boats  of  the  Ironsides,  with  the  pilot  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, and  started  for  the  Weehawken  as  soon  as  possible,  telling  the  cockswain 
of  the  Weehawken's  gig  to  go  to  the  Weckawken  as  soon  as  possible.  Before 
we  got  half  way  there  she  had  sunk.  Should  think  the  distance  of  the  Wee- 
hawken from  the  Philadelphia  was  about  five  hundred  yards.  After  I  dis- 
covered she  had  sunk  I  pulled  astern  to  pick  np  all  I  could  that  were  in  the 
water ;  succeeded  in  picking  up  three,  and  then  pulled  up  to  near  the  Wee- 
hawken. A  great  many  boats  and  three  or  four  tugs  were  tnere  picking  up  the 
men  that  were  in  the  water. 

Question  by  the  court.  While  you  were  on  board  the  flag-ship  did  you  notice 
that  the  wind  bad  increased  in  forbe,  and  that  the  sea  was  higher  than  when 
jon  left  the  Weehawken ) 
,      Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  was  the  depth  of  water  alongside  when  yon 
made  fast  to  the  bnoyi 

Answer.  I  think  four  fathoms  at  nearly  low  water,  ^--  i 
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Qneelion  by  the  conrt.  Did  yon  remark  when  in  the  boat,  after  the  Wee- 
havken  went  down,  that  the  aea  was  mach  higher  than  when  yon  left  her  ia 
the  forenoon  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  notice  any  pttrticalar  motion  in  the  seas. 

Question  by  the  conrL  When  yon  left  the  vessel  was  the  door  leadmg  6om 
the  cabin  to  the  windluB-room  open  or  shut  1 

Answer.  It  was  open. 

QnestioQ  by  the  court.  Have  yon  had  any  previous  knowledge  or  experieoee 
of  the  Monitor  class  of  iron-clada  before  you  took  cotntnand  of  the  Weehawken  I 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question  by  the  coort.  When  yon  took  command  of  the  Weehawken,  iriiom 
did  yon  relieve  in  command,  and  did  yon  relieve  him  in  person  t 

Answer.  When  I  took  command,  the  commandine  officer  was  lientenut 
Stnyvesant  Lieutenant  Commander  Bonce  had  Lad  chai^  for  twenly-fonr 
honre  previous.  The  regular  commander  who  preceded  me  was  Comouuiaer  E. 
R.  Golhoun,     I  did  not  relieve  Commander  Colhoun  in  person. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  assumed  the  command  of  the  Weehawken, 
did  you  receive  any  iostmctions  as  to  the  management  of  that  class  of  veueb. 
and  were  you  informed  of  the  condition,  stowage,  &c.,  of  the  Weehawken  1 

Answer.  I  received  no  instnictions,  and  was  not  informed  of  the  conditioii. 
stowage.  See. 

Question  by  the  court  Were  you  aware  that  the  vessel  had  stowed  forwrd 
an  extra  allowance  of  ammunition,  and  did  it  occur  to  yon  that  she  woe  in  good 
or  bad  trimt 

Answer.  No,  I  was  not.     It  appeared  to  me  she  was  in  good  trim. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  yon  left  the  Weehawken,  in  the  forenoon,  did 
you  anticipate  bad  weather ;  and  if  so,  what  orders  did  yon  leave  with  the  ex- 
ecutive officer  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  anticipate  any  worse  weather  than  it  was  at  the  time,  sod 
only  left  orders  to  look  out  for  the  vessel,  as  I  always  do. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness.     He  pronounced  it  contd- 

Henry  Sumner,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 
Questiou  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  1 
Answer.  Henry  Sumner;  second-class  fireman,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 
Question  by  judge  advocate:  State  to  the  conrt  what  you  know  of  the  caiuei 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehavkeu. 

Answer.  On  Sunday,  6th  of  December,  it  was  my  watch  in  the  turret  chambn 
finm  twelve  to  four  in  the  afternoon.  About  halt  past  two  Ur.  Allen  came  in 
and  asked  me  how  much  water  there  was  in  the  bilge.  I  picked  up  one  of  the 
floor  boards  ;  he  looked  down,  and  then  it  wanted  about  a  foot  of  coming  oih 
the  floor.  Mr.  Allen  went  on  top  of  the  turret  then ;  came  down  to  me  again  ind 
asked  the  reason  why  the  blowers  did  not  work ;  told  him  the  water  was  coming 
on  the  belt,  and  the  belt  was  slipping  on  the  pulley.  He  started  out  on  Om 
berth  deck,  and  that  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him.  I  noticed  the  water  rising;  ii 
was  about  six  iuches  in  about  half  an  hour.  I  went  up  in  the  turret  then,  and 
I  saw  the  vessel  down  forward  under  water.  I  returned  to  the  turret  cbambtf- 
Went  on  to  the  berth  deck;  the  shot-locker  hatch  was  raised,  and  I  saw  th»i 
full  of  water.  While  I  was  standing,  the  cry  was  for  all  hands  on  deck,  I 
ran  into  the  turret  chamber,  stopped  the  blowers,  and  went  on  deck.  When  I 
got  on  top  of  the  turret  I  found  a  great  many  up  there.  I  jumped  over  the 
side  of  the  turret  and  ran  aft.  I  jumped  into  the  sea,  and  climbed  into  a  host- 
Saw  her  listing  over  when  I  was  in  the  boat. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  amount  of  water  coming  in  under  the  tntret 
greater  than  nsnal,  and  how  much  do  you  estimate  the  quantity  that  ame  m  in 
tmaxMI  Gooylc 
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AoBwer.  I  don't  consider  the  qaanttt;  noaBnal,  nntQ  abont  fire  minutes  before 
I  left  the  tniret  chamber;  the  water  then  ponred  in  in  a  steady  Btream  all  round. 
I  can't  CBtimate  the  quantity;  have  been  stationed  in  the  turret  chamber  about 
a  week. 

Question  by  the  court  Did  yon,  or  any  one,  to  your  knowledge,  speak  through 
the  tube  leading  to  the  engine-room,  calling  the  people  to  leave  there  and  come 
on  deck,  when  the  nidei  was  given  for  all  hands  to  do  so  T 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not,  nor  anybody  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  by  the  court  Was  it  usual  to  nse  the  speaKing  tube  as  a  means  of 
communicating  between  the  engine-room  and  turret  chamber! 

Answer.  Yes.  it  was. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  What  waa  your  object  in  stopping  the  blower  engines t 

Answer.  It  was  no  use  running  tbem ;  the  belt  slipped  on  the  pulley.  I  tried 
the  fans  with  my  hands,  and  there  was  not  a  breath  of  air,  and  1  did  not  stop 
them  antii  all  hands  were  called  to  go  on  deck,  and  many  had  passed  up  before 
me. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  pronounced  it  correct 

Thomas  Gaj^u,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  yonr  name  and  rank  in  the  service  f 

Answer.  Thomas  Gaggin  ;  captain  of  the  hold,  late  of  the  Weehawken. 

Question  by  judge  a^ocate.  State  to  the  conrt  what  you  know  of  the  cansefl 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  On  Sunday,  the  day  the  Weehawken  went  down,  I  heard  some 
water  bad  come  in  forward.  Between  one  and  two  I  went  down  the  hatch  for 
a  deck  tackle ;  noticed  about  five  inches  of  water  over  the  Bkin,  The  next  I 
noticed,  ^Kiut  fifteen  minutes  after  that,  coming  throagh  the  speaking  tube  that 
led  to  the  windlass-room,  the  water  was  leaking  through  the  tube  on  the  berth 
deck.  Five  minutes  alter  that  from  two  to  three  tons  of  water  came  down  the 
berth-deck  batch.  Next  I  went  to  the  ward-room ;  found  the  hatches  full  of 
water.  I  was  trying  to  get  up  life-preservers  from  the  ward-room.  When  I 
could  not  get  the  life-preservers,  on  account  of  the  water  in  that  hatch,  I  went 
to  another  hatch  on  the  berth  deck,  where  there  were  others  stowed,  and  found 
that  full  of  water  too.  The  engineer  came  to  me  (Mr.  Allen)  and  asked  me 
how  much  water  there  was  in  the  hold  ;  told  him  all  the  holds  were  full,  when 
he  said  he  would  have  it  out,  aa  the  big;  pump  was  going.  While  he  was  speak- 
ing they  called  all  hands  on  deck.  The  water  was  coming  in  the  bigneas  of 
both  ports  in  the  turret.  I  went  into  the  tnrret  chamber  to  see  if  they  wanted 
ropes  or  anything  from  the  hold.  Went  back  to  the  berth  deck,  got  a  life-pre- 
eerver,  and  went  up  on  the  turret.  I  saw  bet  bows  under  water  and  bed  to 
starboard.     I  was  Uien  washed  off. 

Question  by  the  court  How  long  hare  you  been  captain  of  the  hold  on  board 
of  die  Weehawken  t 

Answer.  Since  the  sixth  of  July,  1863. 

Question  by  the  court.  Have  you  ever  known  water  to  rise  any  height  in  the 
bold  before  t    If  so,  when  and  where  t 

Anawer.  Tes;  I  have  seen  it  inside  the  bar  here  at  Charleston  once;  I  think  ia 
July.  It  was  then  seven  inches  over  the  skin ;  it  was  during  a  heavy  blow. 
The  btlgee  were  choked  at  the  time  under  the  turret,  and  it  was  four  hours 
before  they  got  it  pumped  out.  Once,  at  sea,  I  have  known  the  water  in  the  windlass- 
room  to  be  over  the  gratings.  This  water  was  drawn  out  into  the  bilge  by  lead 
pipes  leading  from  the  windlass-room  into  a  batch  in  the  captain's  cabin.  At 
that  time  the  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  was  jammed  in 
the  slide,  and  could  not  be  opened.  After  we  got  to  Port  Boyal  the  valve  WU 
enlarged,  and  made  to  turn  instead  of  a  slide.  1 1   OoOQ  Ic 
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Question  hj  the  court  At  tbe  time  of  the  sioking  of  the  Weehawkeo,  wu 
the  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  open  or  shut  1 

Anewer.  Cannot  telL 

Question  by  the  court  Was  it  the  custom  of  the  ship  to  keep  this  vslve  open 
or  shut  t 

Answer.  Generally  the  cnstom  to  keep  it  open. 

Question  by  the  court.  To  your  knowledge,  were  there  any  orden  iasned  ia 
regard  to  keeping  the  valve  open,  and  were  there  any  orders  about  the  time 
when  it  ehould  be  shut  1 

Answer.  No. 

Question  hy  the  court.  Did  you  make  any  reports  to  the  executive  o&ixt 
about  the  amount  of  water  in  the  hold  during  the  day  on  which  the  Weehawkra 
went  down  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  reported  to  him  once,  when  the  five  inchea  water  was  in  tbt 
hold,  between  one  and  two  o'clock. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  make  any  subsequent  report  that  the  wstei 
was  rising  in  the  bold  t 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not 

Qaestion  by  the  court.  When  was  the  berth-deck  battle-plate  pat  out 

Answer.  Immediately  oiler  the  large  quantity  of  water  come  down  that  I 
mentioned  before. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness ;  he  prononnced  it  correct- 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell,  being  called  and  duly  swom,  testified 
as  follows : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.    What  is  your  name  and  rank  iu  the  service ! 

Answer.  John  J.  Comwell,  lieutenant  commander,  commandiug  the  irou-cW 
Nahant 

Question  by  the  court.  In  the  testimony  before  the  court  it  ie  stated  that  the 
Nahant,  under  your  command,  at  one  time  made  wat«r  to  an  anusual  amoimL 
8tat«  all  you  know  in  relation  to  the  occurrence,  and  the  cause  leading  to  it 

Answer.  During  November  tost  while  at  Port  Royal  for  repairs,  I  look  in 
tweuty-eight  tons  of  ammunition  in  addition  to  what  she  had  usually  csirieii. 
which  was  stowed  under  the  ward-room.  It  was  remarked  by  several,  and 
mentioned  to  me,  the  vessel  eat  lower  forward  in  the  water  than  before.  I  round 
siie  was  still  by  tbe  stem  by  measurement,  and  considered  it  an  advantage  fui 
the  vessel  to  be  low  iu  the  water  to  avoid  injuries  from  the  enemy's  shot  On 
proceeding  to  sea,  in  tow  of  the  Admiral  DuFont,  found  the  sea  outside  mngh. 
setting  from  the  northeast.  Before  sailing,  a  jackass  bad  been  placed  in  tbe 
hawse-hole,  in  the  anchor-well,  but  the  chain,  surging,  dislodged  it,  and  it  coold 
not  be  again  replaced  on  account  of  the  high  sea;  water  came  through  the 
hawse-pipe  with  great  force.  The  diameter  of  the  hawse-pipe  was  about  eeveo 
inches.  The  vessel's  progress  and  heavy  sea  kept  the  water  above  the  levd  of 
the  hawse-hole  all  the  time,  although  when  in  smooth  water,  at  an  anchor,  il 
was  at  least  six  or  eight  inches  below  the  hawse-hole.  Feeling  anxious  lest  tbt 
vessel  should  tnke  in  water  forward,  which  would  not  run  to  the  pumps.  I  ei- 
amined  frequently.  Before  we  had  been  in  rough  water  an  hour  there  was  tro 
feet  of  water  in  the  hold  from  the  cabin  to  the  turret ;  none  in  the  en^ne-ioooL 
Ordered  the  Admiral  DuPont  to  stop.  Fonnd  that  the  water  did  not  inerea«e, 
none  coming  in  tbe  bawse-pipe.  Waited  one  hour  and  a  half  to  see  if  I  coold 
pump  tbe  ship  out.  Finding  the  water  did  not  run  to  the  pumps  but  slowlr. 
returned  to  Port  Royal.  While  on  our  return  to  tbe  harbor  me  water  gndiwllj 
fonnd  its  way  to  the  pumps  in  the  engine-room,  and  was  pumped  out  Atta 
returning,  took  out  all  the  pig-iron,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  tons,  from  under  tbe 
cabin  deck,  which  changed  her  draught  about  six  inches,  brin^g  her  that  mnch 
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more  by  the  etern.  Tbe  reseel  st  thia  time  bad  about  one  hnndred  tons  coal. 
Since  tiiat  time  I  have  fonnd  no  difficulty  with  tbe  water  running  aft,  atthongh 
tbe  cool  hoH  since  been  reduced  to  twenty  tone,  nor  has  an  nnnsual  amonnt  of 
water  come  throogb  the  hawse-hole  eince. 

Question  by  tbe  conrt.  Was  tbe  whole  amount  of  the  ammunition  additional 
weight  when  yon  took  -  it  in  in  Fort  Royal,  or  did  you  take  out  any  baltaat  in 
Older  to  make  room  1 

Answer.  I  think  we  took  out  aboat  five  tone  to  make  room  for  tbe  ammunition, 

QneadoD  by  the  court.  Why  did  yon  take  in  additional  ammnnition  in  the 
Nahant  at  the  time  specified  T 

Answer.  The  Monitors  hod  previonsly  carried  but  about  one  day's  supply 
for  action,  and  I  thought  it  advisable  to  have  more,  as  it  cotild  be  carried  with- 
out any  inconvenience  or  danger  to  the  ammunitiob  or  vessel.  Experience 
since  has  taught  me  that  the  vessel  is  in  better  trim  than  before  the  ammmiitioii 
woe  pnt  in  and  the  ballast  taken  out,  as  the  ballast  was  in  the  bow,  and  the 
ammnnition  more  in  tbe  body  of  tbe  vessel,  which  caused  her  to  ride  easier. 

Question  by  the  court.  Did  you  receive  any  order  on  the  subject  of  increas- 
ing the  ammnnition  of  the  vessel  you  commanded,  or  hod  you  any  intimation  that 
such  was  tbe  desire  of  the  commander -in -chief  1 

Answer.  I  had  no  order,  at  any  time,  about  the  quantity  of  amraanition  I 
was  to  car^ ;  but  in  answer  to  a  letter  I  addressed  to  Lieutenant  H.  Forrest, 
ordnance  officer,  be  told  me  the  admiral  thought  it  was  a  good  idea  to  increase 
the  ammnnition  if  possible. 

Qaeetion  by  tbe  conrt  You  state  that  the  water  was  about  two  feet  from  for- 
ward aft  to  the  tnrret,  but  little  mode  its  way  to  the  pumps  in  the  engine-room. 
To  what  do  you  attribute  the  water  not  making  its  way  to  the  pumps  freely  7 

Answer.  I  did  attribute  it  to  tbe  vessel  being  tipped  by  tho  head  in  eonee- 
qnence  of  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  and  I  know 
ot  no  other  cause  now. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  tbe  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct. 

The  conrt  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Wednesday,  33d  December,  1B63. 

United  States  Ship  Supply, 

December  33,  1863. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present :  Lieutenant  Commanders 

E.  Simpson,  J.  L.  Davis,  J.  J.  Comwell,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 

F.  Munroe,  judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  yeaterday  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 
J.  B.  A.  Allen,  jr.,  acting  second  assistant  engineer,  was  recalled  by  the 

Question  by  the  court.  Wiat  amonnt  of  coal  was  on  board  the  Weeba'wken 
when  she  went  downt 

Answer.  I  think  abont  one  hundred  tons. 

Question  by  tbe  conrt.  Had  yon  any  conversation  with  Acting  Master 
Kingsbury,  on  the  berth  deck,  on  the  subject  of  an  effort  to  prevent  the  vessel 
going  down  in  deep  water  ?     If  ao,  state  what  tbe  conversation  was. 

Answer.  No,  I  bod  not. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  Do  you  remember  conversing  with  Acting  Master 
Kingsbury  on  the  berth  deck,  and  mentioning  to  him  anything  about  the 
amonot  of  steam  you  were  carrying  I 

Answer.  Yes,  I  do. 

Question  by  the  court.  Were  you  then  carrying  steam  enongh  to  run  tbe 
vessel  with  any  speed  and  for  any  distance  in  such  weather  t 

Answer.  Yes;  the  fires  were  spread  and  rather  heavy.  I  think  I  could  have 
run  her  all  day  long  if  necessary. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  Did  not  the  water  that  came  in  under  the  turret  in- 
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terfere  with  the  working  of  the  blowen,  so  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to  keep 
up  Btcam  T 

Answer.  No  more  than  it  had  done  in  a  heavy  sea  before.  Water  alwifi 
did  come  down  there  in  a  heavy  aea. 

Qneetion  fay  thecoart.  What  is  youreBtimateof  the  time  that  elapsed  between 
your  conversation  with  Acting  Master  Kingsbury  and  the  momeat  whea  the 
veaael  went  down] 

Answer.  I  should  think  about  half  an  hour. 

Question  br  the  court.  What  engineers  were  on  duty  in  the  engiDe-room,  md 
where  were  the  other  assistants,  and  what  were  they  doing]  State  when  yon 
last  saw  each  of  them. 

Answer.  Uessrs.  Uerrian,  third  assistant,  and  KcGowan,  acting  third  uiAst- 
ant  engineers.  Mr.  McGowan  relieved  Mr.  Sponbni^,  acting  third  aesirtut, 
to  dinner.  The  last  time  I  saw  Mr.  Mitchell,  third  assistant  engineer,  was  oa 
the  berth  deck,  and  appeared  to  me  to  be  walking  towards  tbe  wnrd-room.  I 
saw  each  of  them  just  before  I  went  on  top  of  the  turret  for  the  last  time,  and  re- 
ported to  Lieutenant  Stnyvesant  the  condition  of  things  in  the  engine-room.  I 
saw  Mr.  Sponburg  on  the  berth  deck  going  towards  the  passage  leading  to  the 
engine-room. 

Question  by  the  court.  Was  the  entire  force  stationed  in  the  engine-roooi 
lost?     If  any  were  saved,  state  who  they  were. 

Answer.  Of  tbe  entire  watch  stationed  in  the  engine-room,  I  think  none  wne 
saved.     The  one  stationed  in  the  turret  chamber  was  saved. 

Question  fay  the  court.  Do  yon  remember  the  day  Commander  Colhonn  lefi 
the  Weehawken  to  return  north  T 

Answer.  I  think  on  Friday,  the  4th  of  December,  1863. 

Question  fay  the  court  Why  was  Mr.  Merrian  in  the  engine-room,  it  not 
being  his  watch] 

Answer.  Mr.  Merrian  went  down  there  of  his  own  accord,  to  enperintend  the 
working  of  the  pnmps. 

Question  by  tbe  court.  Ton  say  you  were  repeatedly  in  the  engine-room;  did 
you  at  any  time  give  any  orders  to  Mr.  Merrian] 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question  by  the  court..  Then  did  yoa  not  consider  he  was  there  on  duty,  and 
acting  under  your  orders] 

Answer.  I  did 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  reccired  the  order  from  the  ezecntivt 
officer  to  send  tlie  people  out  of  the  engine-room,  and  when  you  found  yoa  conld 
not  pass  down  into  the  turret  on  account  of  the  crowd  of  men  coming  up,  did 
yoa  make  any  effort  to  have  the  word  passed  through  the  speaking  tube! 

Answer.  I  did  not,  through  the  speaking  tube.  X  did  not  think  of  the  speak- 
ing tube  at  the  time,  but,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  my  testimonj,  I 
went  to  the  engine-room  hatch  and  jumped  on  it. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witness;  he  pronounced  it  correct 

George  Grotts,  being  called  and  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows  : 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  servicel 

Answer.  George  Orotts ;  quarter  gunner,  late  of  the  Weebawkeo. 

Question  by  judge  advocate.  State  to  tbe  court  what  you  know  of  the  caiue) 
that  led  to  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Answer.  The  vessel  being  down  by  the  bead,  the  water  came  in  the  forward 
hatches  and  underneath  the  turret.  The  water  being  forward  staid  forward,  and 
did  not  come  to  the  pumps.  A  great  deal  of  water  come  in  under  the  turret  that 
day.  There  was  no  packing  under  it.  I  was  in  the  turret  most  of  the  day. 
Saw  everything  forward  pretty  much  washed  off  deck  by  looking  throogh  the 
turret  port.    Aboat  ten  minutes  before  the  ship  went  down  I  was  ooleied  by 
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Acting  HoBter  Kinnbiuy  to  see  tbat  the  men  were  in  the  after  part  of  the  ennne- 
loom  hauling  the  Hmber  chaise.  I  went  there ;  saw  the  men  were  not  there. 
Went  ont  on  the  berth  deck  for  volunteers  to  haul  the  limber  chain*,  and  conld 
not  get  them.  Up  to  that  time  no  order  had  been  ^ven  to  leave  the  ship.  The 
word  wae  then  pueed  for  all  hands  to  come  np  on  the  torret ;  went  up  int«  the 
tnn«t ;  received  an  order  from  Mr.  Bajne  to  run  out  the  eleven-inch  gun  and 
fire  it.  I  threw  the  cover  off  the  gun  and  shipped  the  crank  for  mnnioglier  ont. 
I  aakeii  some  men  to  help  run  her  out,  and  could  get  no  one ;  they  ran  right  np 
the  turret.  When  I  saw  them  ali  going  I  went  myself;  left  the  crank  shipped, 
the  gun  compressed. 

Question  ay  the  court.  Did  yon  know,  any  time  before  the  vessel  went  down, 
that  she  was  filling  with  water  I 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  it  until  I  went  on  the  berth  deck ;  sav  the  lockers 
full  of  water. 

Question  by  the  conrL  Was  it  evident  to  you  that  the  men  on  the  berth  deck 
considered  the  ship  in  danger,  and  that  they  considered  the  engine-room  the 
place  of  greatest  danger! 

Answer.  I  know  some  men  on  the  berth  deck  knew  that  the  ship  was  in 
danger,  for  as  I  passed  from  the  turret  chamber  to  the  ^ley  way  I  heard  a  man 
say, ''  things  look  dubious."  I  suppose  as  no  one  would  volunteer  to  go  to  the 
engine-room,  they  thought  the  ship  would  sink. 

Question  by  the  court.  State  the  names  of  the  officers  and  men  that  yon  saw 
in  the  engine-room  when  yon  left  it) 

Answer.  Hr.  Merrian,  Greorge  Laighton,  Davis,  the  engineer's  yeoman,  and 
Gayhen,  a  fireman.     There  were  other  men  on  the  other  side,  by  the  centrifbgal 

Qveetion  by  the  court  When  you  went  to  the  engine-room  did  yon  observe 
any  unusual  excitement  there,  and  did  the  officers  and  men  there  show  any  anx- 
iety by  words  or  actions  I 

Answer.  When  I  went  into  the  engine-room  I  spoke  to  the  engineer's  yeo- 
man. He  did  not  appear  to  he  excited,  or  ask  any  questions  about  the  water  in 
the  ship.  Saw  the  men  have  hold  of  the  laniard  of  the  safety-valve ;  that  I 
never  saw  before.  Did  not  hear  any  of  them  speak.  There  did  not  appear  to 
be  any  excitement  that  I  saw. 

Question  by  the  court.  When  you  left  the  engine-room  did  yon  meet  anybody 
going  to  the  engine-room  I 

Answer.  I  met  nobody  in  the  passage  until  I  passed  Robert  Nugent  in  the 
turret  chamber,  who  appeared  in  a  great  hurry,  and  was  going  towards  the  en- 
gine-room. 

Qnestion  by  the  court.  How  long  after  yon  passed  Coal-beaver  Robert 
Nugent  did  the  vessel  go  down } 

Answer,  I  suppose  in  three  minutes'  time. 

Question  by  tne  conrt.  Were  yon,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  the  last 
man  who  escaped  from  the  engine-room  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  the  last  man. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  How  many  people  did  yon  notice  on  the  berth  deck 
and  in  the  turret  chamber  when  you  were  on  your  way  for  th«  last  time  to  go 
into  the  tnrret  1 

Answer.  1  think  I  saw  eight  or  ten  trying  to  get  np.  There  was  a  rush  at 
the  ladder  and  I  told  the  men  to  go  on  the  other  side,  some  of  them,  and  get 
np  on  the  turret,  engine,  and  blowers.  I  heard  Mr.  Kingsbury,  who  was  taking 
off  gratings,  tell  them  to  come  up  that  side. 

Qnestion  by  the  conrt.  Do  yon  know  if  any  men  in  the  turret  chamber  try* 
JDg  to  get  np  tiiiled  to  do  so,  and  were  lost  1    If  any,  give  thdr  names. 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 
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Qneetion  by  the  court.  Did  any  mui  mske  use  of  the  eleven-inch  port  to  get 
dear  of  the  reeeel  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  eee  any.  When  I  came  np  the  turret  chamber  some  wttet 
was  coming  in  the  port 

The  testimony  waa  here  read  over  to  the  witnees ;  he  pronounced  it  cotrwt 

Mr.  T.  J.  Griffin,  being  called  and  duly  Bwom,  testified  aa  foUows  : 

Question  bv  judge  advocate.  What  is  your  name  and  rank  in  the  service  1 

Ansvrer.  1.  F.  Griffin;  aseiBtant  inspector  of  ironnilads. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  the  iron  bulkhead  between  cabin  and  windlui- 
room  in  Monitors  water-tight  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  contractor;  it  should  be  such. 

Question  by  tlie  court.  What  is  the  arrangement  in  Monitors  by  which  wtta 
is  carried  aft  in  the  bilge  to  the  pumps  T 

Answer.  By  a  water  limber  or  hollow  keel,  four  inches  in  depth  by  eigbletn 
inches  wide. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  Are  there  any  holes  in  the  sizteen-inch  cross-floonl 
If  yes,  at  what  height  are  tbey  from  the  keel,  and  what  is  their  diameter} 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  belief,  there  are  two  three-inch  holes  throng'b  eath 
sizteen-incfa  crose-flodr,  at  about  eight  incbea  above  the  base  line,  the  base  line 
being  a  line  running  across  the  top  of  the  keel. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  What  holes  are  there  in  the  forty-eight-inch  eroes- 
floors,  and  at  what  height  are  tbey  from  the  base  line,  and  what  u  tiieir  dianw- 
ter) 

Answer.  There  are  two  eight-inch  holes  ibrongh  each  forty -eightinch  ero»- 
floor.    The  bottom  of  the  hold  is  thirty-two  inches  from  the  base  line. 

Qnestiou  by  tlie  court.  Describe  v^ve  at  bottom  of  water-tight  bulkhead. 

Answer.  A  sheet-iron  slide  valve,  four  inches  by  six  inches. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  weight  of  water  will  the  windlass-room  hold  1 

Answer.  About  twenty-nine  tons  of  water,  exclusive  of  windlass  beams,  joiner 
work,  &c 

Question  by  the  court.  How  much  will  the  bow  of  a  Monitor,  trimmed  as  the 
Weehawken  was,  (seven  inches  by  the  stem,)  be  depressed  by  having  the  wind- 
lass-room full  of  water  1 

Answer.  It  is  necessary,  in  answering  this  question,  to  have  the  centre  of 
weight.  I  do  not  think  it  would  bring  her  more  than  on  an  even  keel,  and  think 
she  would  still  be  by  the  stern. 

Question  by  the  conrt  Will  tbatdepreseionbringthehawBe-hoIeiinder  water! 

Answer.  I  cannot  reply,  not  knowing  her  draught 

Question  by  the  court  How  much  water  would  have  ma  in  through  the  lim- 
ber-hole, eighteen  inches  by  four  inches,  in  an  boor,  sapposing  the  wiDdlass-rooiD 
to  have  been  full  of  water  all  the  time  I 

Answer.  I  think  the  quantity  run  in  would  sink  the  vessel  in  less  than  an 
hour  without  pumping. 

Qncmtiou  by  the  court.  Supposing  the  water  to  have  free  passage  to  the  pomps, 
and  that  no  water  was  coming  into  the  hold  except  through  the  valve  in  me 
water-tight  bulkhead,  are  the  pumps  sufficient  to  keep  the  veesel  clear] 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  by  the  court.  Describe  the  manner  in  which  the  overhang  aud  arma- 
ture ia  secun'd  to  the  hull  of  a  Monitor. 

Answer.  The  overhang  is  secured  by  the  best  five-eighths  flanged  iron,  and 
double  riveted.  The  armature  ia  secured  first  by  an  angled  iron  shelf  extend- 
ing around  the  hull  of  the  ship ;  to  that  is  attached  an  armor  shelf  of  five-eighths 
plate  iron.  I'he  width  of  it  is  forty-eight  inches  amidships,  decreasing  to  twenty- 
two  inches  at  the  end  of  the  vessel.  This  shelf  is  also  secured  and  held  in  place 
by  angle  iron  which  is  riveted  vertically  to  the  hull  of  the^vessel,  and  eslends 
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at  right  angles  across  the  shelf;  aecarely  riveted  to  the  angle  iron  are  gueeet  or 
knee  pieces  of  about  five-eighths  iron,  extending  at  their  lower  side  twentv-two 
are  inches ;  these  placed  at  about  every  three  feet  around  the  vessel.  The  ver- 
tical anaor  timbers,  of  oak,  aro  placed  betwci'u  tlicse  knee  pieces,  and  held  ia 
pUre  at  lop  by  one-inch  bolt  passing  through  the  hull  of  the  vessel,  and  at  bot- 
toiD  by  an  angle  iron  step.  These  timbers  arc  alao  held  in  place  by  one-inch 
bluut  boltx,  which  are  driven  through  the  knee  pieces  fore  and  aft  the  ship.  The 
olher  armor  timbers  are  composed  of  twelve-incn  longitudinal  timbers,  the  upper 
mna  being  of  oak.  The  armor  plates  are  placed  on  these,  five  thicknesaea  of 
oM-ioch  plates  breaking  joints,  and  securely  fastened  by  l^-inch  blunt  botta  to 
the  limbers. 

C^uestion  by  the  court.  Is  any  effort  made  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  water 
into  the  annor  timber?  ' 

Answer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  means  are  adopted  to  prevent  water  circulating 
in  ilie  armor  timber  from  entering  the  vessel  over  the  mill  t 

Answer.  It  wonld  have  to  pass  between  the  plauk-eheer  and  top  of  the  angle 
iron.  Thb  plank-sheer  has  ueen  neatly  fitted;  it  overlaps  the  topping  of  the 
angle  iron  about  half  jvay,  and  is  secured  to  the  deck-beams  by  blunt  bolts ;  and 
in  case  of  all  the  vessels,  I  know  it  has  been  calked,  or  has  felt  between  it. 
Tbe  plank-sbeer  is  also  bolted  to  the  armor  timbers. 

Question  by  the  court.  Is  there  any  direct  connexion  by  means  of  bolts  be- 
tween the  pl^ik-sheer  and  the  topping  of  angle  iron  in  which  the  httU  of  the 
ve.-sci  terminates  1 
Atawer.  I  believe  not. 

Question  by  the  court.  Suppose  the  anglo  iron  step  securing  the  lower  end 
of  the  vertical  armor  timber  to  be  carried  away,  would  water  have  much  diffi- 
culty in  entering  iAe  vatel  over  the  hull  9 
Answer.  It  would  have  no  effect. 

Qut-stion  by  the  court.  In  your  opinion  could  a  strain  under  the  overhang, 
joch  aa  being  much  dawn  by  head  or  stem,  produce  an  opening  under  it,  but 
lot  scpamting  it  from  the  lower  hull  sufficient  to  admit  water  in  the  vessel  to 
any  amotmt,  and  in  what  quantity  ? 
.\nawer.  No. 

Question  by  the  court.  From  what  yon  know  of  the  construction  of  Monitors, 
and  from  what  you  know  of  the  condition  of  the  Weehawken,  do  you  think  that 
(be  increased  weight  of  ammunition  in  her,  combined  with  the  weight  of  water 
when  the  windlass-room  was  full,  increased  by  that  of  a  Quantity  of  water  in 
tlit^  hold  of  the  vesKcl,  could  so  affect  her  armature  as  to  make  her  take  in  water 
rupiilly  under  the  spar  deck  t 

Answer.  No,  it  would  not  affect  her  armature.  The  cause  of  leaks  shown  on 
ibat  day  would  be  due  to  the  depth  that  the  veuBcI  was  submerged. 

Question  by  the  conrL  Did  you  ever  notice  the  water-tight  bulkhead  hetween 
I'll'  cabiD  and  windlass-room  of  the  Weehawken  t     And  if  so,  state  when,  and 
what  was  its  condition. 
Answer.  It  had  the  same  general  appearance  as  the  rest  of  the  ve^els. 
The  te«timony  of  the  witness  was  read  over;  Jio  pronounced  it  correct. 
Court  a^oumed,  to  meet  December  24,  1863. 

Umtbo  States  Ship  Supply,  December  29,  1863. 

'I'he  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  gales  of  wind  having  prevented  their 
Diei-ting  since  the  23d. 

Present :  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J,  L. 
Davia,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 
F.  Hunroe,  judge  advocate. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69- 82  Oig  izedtyGOO^Ic 
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The  proceedinga  of  December  23  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  tomt 

Mr.  T.  F.  Griffin  vas  recaUed,  and  testified  as  fbUowa : 

Qneetion  hj  the  conrt.  Since  yoor  last  appeamnc«  before  the  court  have  ynn 
any  further  infonnation  to  commnnicate  on  the  subject  of  the  holes  in  thr- 
sixteen-jnch  crOBs-fioors  1 

Answer.  I  have  fouod  that  in  some  of  the  vessele  they  are  perforsted,  bot 
not  all  of  them ;  they  are  not  to  be  depended  on  bb  water  limbers. 

Question  by  the  court.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  likely  to  be  veiy  injnrioae  v< 
Monitors  to  lie  for  any  time  in  water  where  worms  abound  } 

Answer.  Some  of  the  Monitors  have  been  shattered  in  the  armor  plating, 
exposing  the  wood  to  the  action  of  the  worms ;  it  may  have  been  a9«l«! 
thereby.  » 

Question  by  the  court.  You  have  had  some  experience  in  Monitors  during  h*i 
weather  in  their  present  anchorage  off  Morris  island ;  do  you  think  that  tbrv 
are  likely  to  be  seriously  afiected  by  esposure  to  such  inflnence  for  one  jv»t  f 

Answer.  From  examination  of  these  vessels  out  of  water,  after  the  faetvv 
seas  the  Monitors  have  been  exposed  to  on  their  passage  from  the  nortb  to  ibir 
place,  I  can  see  no  danger  of  their  rupturing  themselves  under  their  overhug. 
which  is  considered  the  most  liable  to  he  affected. 

Question  by  the  court.  It  is  stated  in  evidence  before  the  court,  thai  at  ow 

Eeriod  it  was  observed  that  the  beams  of  the  Weehawken  showed  indications  "I" 
aving  moved  inboard ;  what  cause  could  have  produced  such  an  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  can  see  no  eause  of  such  an  effect  while  the  vessel  was  aftwi. 
Forees  which  would  create  such  aii  effect  would  have  to  be  greater  inside  than 
that  outside  the  vessel ;  pressure  of  the  water  outside  has  the  tendency  to  krrp 
the  vessel  together. 

Question  by  the  conrt.  Suppose  the  vessel  to  be  actually  ruptured ;  mi^t  mi 
such  an  appearance  be  produced  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  see  how  the  beams  could  come  inboard. 

Question  by  the  court,  ^'hat  is  considered  as  the  Seating  capacity  of  * 
Monitor  when  loaded  with  coals,  ammunition,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 

Question  by  the  court.  What  weight  of  water  will  a  Monitor  hold  if  filW  np 
to  the  forty-eight-inch  floors  forward  of  the  turret,  supposing  the  ammnnitioii. 
&c.,  to  be  stowedl 

Answer.  I  suppose  not  less  than  two  hundred  tons. 

Qtieetion  by  the  court.  About  how  much  weight  would  sink  the  vessel  one  intii' 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  positively. 

The  testimony  was  here  read  over  to  the  witneea,  and  pronounced  coned. 

The  court  a^oumed  till  ten  a.  m.,  December  30,  1863. 

United  States  Ship  Supply,  Decem&er  30,  1863. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L 
Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Oornwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B. 
F.  Muuroe,Judge  advocate. 

The  proceedings  of  December  29  were  read  over  and  corrected  by  the  court. 

The  testimony  of  a  diver  being  necessary  to  complete  the  case,  and  ihe  int 
not  being  prepared  to  testify,  the  court  adjourn^  till  ten  a.  m.,  Decenbti 
31,  1863. 

Unitbd  States  Ship  Supply,  Jtatiutrg  i,  1861. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  galea  of  wind  having  prevented  tbrir 
meeting  since  the  30th  December,  1863. 

Present:  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson,  lieutenant  Ooramander  J.  L 
Davis,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  J.  Comwell ;  Acting  Assistant  Pmjnatta  B. 
F.  Mnnroe,  judge  advocate.  t   oiujlt' 
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The  proceedings  of  December  30,  1863,  were  read  orer  by  the  court.  The 
preniling  bad  weather  interferiDg  much  vitb  the  work  of  the  divers  at  the 
VTVck  of  the  Weehawken,  and  it  being  desirable  to  close  the  record  in  the  caoe, 
the  conrt  concluded  to  diepenee  with  the  testimony  of  a  diver. 

All  the  evidence  in  the  cue  being  thus  in  poeeeseion  of  the  court,  the  court 
»u  cleared  for  delibeiatioD,  and  having  maturely  considered  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, robmit  the  following  statement  of  the  facta  in  the  case  of  the  siuking 
of  the  Weebawken. 

On  the  forenoon  of  Sunday,  the  sixth  of  December,  1863,  the  Weehawken, 
nnder  the  command  of  Commander  J.  H.  Duncan,  came  down  from  an  ad- 
vanced position  up  the  channel,  where  she  had  been  doing  picket  duty  during 
ilie  nrevioni>  night,  and  was  moored  at  a  buoy  called  Baoy  No.  2,  with  a  scope 
uf  chain  of  about  ten  fathotns,  there  being  about  four  fathoms  water  at  the  buoy 
at  low  water.  Conuuander  Duncan  had  assumed  the  command  of  the  vessel  on 
llie  afternoon  of  the  fifth  of  December,  and  consequently  had  only  Leen  iu 
charge  of  her  for  about  eighteen  bonra.  After  the  vessel  was  made  fast  to  her 
nHMrJDgs,  Commander  Duncan  at  about  ten  a.  m.  left  the  vessel  and  proceeded 
on  hoard  th«  flag-stenmer  Philadelphia,  where  he  remAined  until  the  time  of  the 
(liewter  which  befel  his  commaad. 

On  leaving  the  Weehawken  Commander  Duncan  saw  no  water  dashing  over 
ihe  deck  except  near  the  turret.  The  forward  part  of  the  deck  was  dry,  and 
ibe  battle-plates  were  up,  admitting  air  to  the  lower  deck  of  the  vesBcl.  The 
communicating  door  between  the  windlass-room  and  cabin  was  also  open.  At 
this  time  the  wind  was  fresh  tram  the  northeast,  but  there  was  not  much  sea  on. 
The  open  hatches  over  the  windlasa-room  and  berth  deck  were  protected  by 
high  wooden  coamings  shaped  like  a  hopper,  which  sbed  the  water  that  doon 
t^n  to  Sow  on  the  deck  as  the  sea  rose.  Notwithstanding  the  coaming 
uronnd  the  forward  batch,  some  water  continually  flowed  down  in  the  windlaaa- 
room  and  began  to  slop  into  the  cabin,  when  a  temporary  wooden  door  in  the 
water-tight  bulkhead  was  closed  so  as  to  prevent  the  water  entering  the  cabin, 
but  not  preventing  it  from  collecting  in  the  windlass-room  or  running  from  there 
ihroDgh  the  limber,  into  the  vessel.  The  battle-plates  for  the  hatches  forward 
of  the  turret  were  resting  with  one  of  their  ends  on  the  rabbet  of  the  hatch, 
while  the  other  ends  were  triced  up  by  tackles  leading  to  ring-botta  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  deck.  The  anchor  was  up  and  hanging  iu  the  anchor-well, 
no  precaution  having  been  taken  to  prevent  water  finding  its  way  into  the  vcs- 
kI  tltrongb  the  hawse-hole.  The  turret  was  keyed  up  quite  high,  snch  having 
been  found  to  be  necessaiy  in  order  to  avoid  a  friction  of  the  new  base-ring 
Si^inst  the  deck,  and  much  water  was  finding  its  way  into  the  vessel  through 
the  opening  under  the  turret,  the  composition -ring  having  ceased  to  perform  the 
work  for  which  it  was  designed,  viz.,  "that  of  preventing  a  leak  at  diis  place." 
The  water  that  entered  the  vessel  at  this  place  was  much  more  on  this  day  than 
had  ever  been  before  noticed,  and  before  the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  is  described 
a-i  msbiiig  in  in  a  steady  stream.  It  bad  been  usual  to  wrap  around  the  base 
of  the  torret  on  occasions  of  this  kind  a  piece  of  a  hawser,  serving  the  pnrpoee 
ot  s  pttckiDg  imder  the  turret ;  but  on  this  day  the  hawser  was  not  In  use. 

The  neoal  trim  of  the  vessel  with  ammunition  and  coals  on  board  bad  been 
about  a  foot  by  the  stem,  bnt  a  short  time  before  the  disaster  there  had  been 
taken  on  bowrd  twenty^five  tons  additional  weight  in  the  form  of  shells  and 
powder,  all  of  which  had  been  stowed  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel.  Her 
tiim  wax  thns  changed,  so  that  she  was  about  seven  inches  by  the  stem.  Such 
being  the  condition  of  things  on  board,  it  was  evident  that  as  the  sea  rose  qnite 
a  large  quantity  of  water  was  finding  its  way  slowly  into  the  vessel,  and  this 
wat«r,  owing  to  the  trim  of  the  vessel,  could  find  its  way  oft  to  the  pumps  but 
elowly. 
The  limber  was  dear.    The  11-inch  gan  was  rnn  in  in  the  turret,  and  the 


340  ARMOKKU    VKS.4EL8. 

port  being  ojien,  added  in  tlie  day  anotlier  opening  through  which  water  found 
iw  way  into  t!ie  vessel. 

No  notice  wait  taken  of  the  condition  of  things  as  here  stated,  nor  were  tnj 
measures  adopted  for  keeping  the  vessel  more  dry  until  about  one  p.  m..  vhen 
&  heavy  ae»  rolling  over  the  bow  broke  down  the  coaming  around  the  forwaid 
hatch,  and  tripping  the  battle-plate  from  its  position,  precipitated  it  into  thr 
windlass- room,  where  it  hung  by  the  tackle  which  was  last  to  it. 

A  watch  was  called  on  deck  to  ship  the  battle-plate,  but  before  this  could  be 
done  three  or  four  more  senit  rolled  down  the  hatch,  depositing  a  large  amoaiit 
of  water  in  the  windloHa-rooin,  where,  with  tbe  exception  of  anch  quantity  u 
escaped  through  tbe  limber,  it  was  retained  by  the  iron  door  in  the  watertight 
bulkhead,  which  hnd  been  closed  a  short  time  before. 

While  securing  the  iron  door  below  with  its  turn-buckles,  much  water  came  in 
on  the  cabin  iloor ;  and  in  order  for  this  water  to  find  its  way  into  the  bilge. 
two  of  the  hatches  in  the  cabin  floor  were  taken  up,  when  it  was  discoren^ 
that  much  water  was  tindrr  the  cabin  floor,  and  that  it  rose  rapidly.  Thia  «u 
thought  to  be  caused  by  the  water  running  aft  through  the  valve  at  tbe  bottom 
of  the  water-tight  bulkhead  ;  and  when  subsequently  five  inches  of  water  nu 
reported  in  the  hold,  it  was  still  looked  upon  as  proof  that  the  water  was  find- 
ing its  way  aft,  and  would  soon  reach  the  pumpe. 

This  mistake  was  fatal  to  the  vessel ;  for  at  thb  time,  not  with  standing  ihr 
depth  of  tlie  water  in  tbe  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  there  was  very  little  wtttt 
aft  at  the  pumps,  showing  that  the  vessel  bad  been  tipped  down  forward  by  the 
weight  of  water  in  the  windlass- room,  and  that  all  the  water  in  the  veenet  wm 
tending  to  the  depressed  point  forward. 

Much  time  was  then  occupied  in  veering  chun  (about  forty  fathoms)  on  ittk. 
no  observation  being  made,  meantime,  of  the  accumnlation  of  water  in  the  hdd. 
About  fifteen  minutes  aiYer  the  forward  battle-plate  was  shipped  in  its  pim. 
the  berth-deck  battle-j)lBte  was  also  shipped,  but  not  before  two  or  three  ton«  ol 
water  bad  found  its  way  into  the  vessel  through  this  opening.  Neither  tbt 
forward  nor  berth-deck  battle-plates  were  secured  down.  After  the  chain  w»' 
veered,  which  occupied  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  leaks  were  discorerrd 
in  the  rooms  of  the  ward-room,  which  could  only  be  caused  by  water  finding  iij- 
way  in  under  the  plank-sheer,  owing  to  the  state  of  immersion  in  which  tht 
bow  of  the  vessel  was  then  held.  The  volume  of  water  pouring  in  throogii 
oacb  of  these  leaks  is  described  as  in  quantity  about  a  barrel  a  minute.  At  ibc 
time  these  leaks  made  their  appearance  under  tbe  plank-sheer,  the  water  hiwl 
risen  to  about  one  toot  below  the  cabin  flour.  A  short  time  afterwards  the  wain 
was  found  to  have  risen  to  the  level  of  the  deck  in  the  ward-room,  and  abosr 
three  inches  above  the  deck  in  the  cabin ;  while  the  water  in  the  windltss-nxwi. 
from  being  twenty  inches  high  when  the  iron  door  was  closed,  had  risen  to  tb^ 
top,  as  was  shown  by  the  water  leaking  through  the  speaking-tube  which  p«^7r> 
from  the  windlass-room   to  the  turret- cliamber  along  the  beams  on  the  iM^nb 

The  water  had  now  reached  such  an  elevation  forward,  and  the  body  of  w4trr 
was  HO  lai'ge,  that  it  began  to  make  its  appearance  in  considerable  qnantitio- 
aft.  The  lire-room  floor  was  awash,  and  all  the  pumps  working  up  to  ibf.i 
greatest  capacity.     The  centrifugal  pump  was  tlirowing  water  freely. 

About  an  hour  and  a  half  had  elapsed  from  the  time  that  the  water  flood'*! 
the  windlass-room,  when  it  was  found  tliat  the  water  had  risen  to  the  lop  of  th' 
forty-eight-iuch  crosA-floors  forward  of  the  turret;  in  fact,  that  the  forward 
part  of  the  vessel  was  full  of  water  up  to  the  berth  deck.  The  weight  of  sncL 
a  body  of  water  amounts  to  more  than  the  floating  capacity  of  the  vessel  whni 
loaded.  It  was  then  that  for  the  first  time  tho  full  danger  of  the  vemet  wk' 
recognized  by  those  ou  board. 

Signal  was  made  for  assistance.     By  the  time  it  was  answered,  and  the  woni 

"sed  for  all  hands  to  come  on  deck,  the  Weehawken  careened  to  BtariM>ard. 
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aottled  by  the  head,  nnd  in  about  five  minutes  sunk  to  the  hottom,  where  she 
ri°;hted,  her  smoke-Btock  showing  itself  about  two  feet  above  water. 

At  the  timt  of  her  sinking,  there  were  attached  to  her  fifteen  officers  and 
acventy-sir  men.  Of  thia  number  there  were  saved  eleven  officer?  aud  fifty 
mt-n,  making  the  sad  record  of  four  officers  and  tweiily-sis  men  lost.  These 
ure  aupposen  to  have  gone  down  in  the  vessel.  The  watch  in  the  fire-room  did 
not  receive  the  order  to  come  on  deck,  and  they,  with  some  others  of  the  en- 
p'neer'B  force,  must  have  perished  in  the  fire'room  when  the  water  struck  the  fires. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Heury  W.  Merrian  was  not  on  watch  at  the  time 
nf  tbe  disaster,  but  is  known  to  have  been  in  the  fire-room  acting  as  a  volun- 
t«T.  A  coalheaver,  Robert  Nugent,  undertook  to  carry  the  order  to  the  fire- 
room;  but  OS  he  is  among  the  missing,  it  must  be  concluded  that  he  only 
reacbod  the  fire-room  in  time  to  share  the  fate  of  those  to  preserve  whom  he 
noblv  hazarded  and  sacrificed  his  own  life. 

The  speaking-tube,  in  common  use  for  passing  orders  from  the  turret-cham- 
ber to  the  fire-room,  waa  entirely  neglected  on  thia  occasion. 

The  opinion  nf  the  court  on  the  facts  in  the  case,  as  here  detailed,  ib,  that 
the  causes  of  the  sinking  of  the  Wechawken  were : 

1.  The  additional  weight  of  ammunition  that  had  been  lately  put  on  board 
of  her,  Icai'ing  her  trim  so  little  by  the  stern  as  not  to  allow  sufficient  iuclina- 
tiou  for  water  to  get  to  the  pumpa  freely. 

2.  The  neglect  to  close  the  bavvse-hole,  and  the  delay  in  closing  the  hatch 
aver  the  windlass -room,  which  permitted  the  rapid  accumulation,  at  the  forward 
extremity  of  the  vi'sael,  of  sufficient  water  to  bring  her  nearly  on  an  even  keel. 

3.  The  large  amount  of  water  that  was  permitted  to  come  into  the  vessel 
under  the  turret  through  the  Xl-inch  port,  and  down  the  berth-deck  hatch, 
which  assisted  to  tip  the  bows  of  the  vessel, 

4.  The  amount  of  water  which,  owing  to  the  immersion  of  the  forward  part 
nf  the  vessel,  came  in  under  the  plank-sheer. 

5.  The  absence  of  all  effort  to  relieve  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  from  its 
depressed  position  by  rolling  shot  aft,  or  moving  any  weight  from  the  bow. 

The  court  does  not  consider  that  it  has  any  positive  evidence  that  the  hall  of 
the  Weehawken  is  ruptured.  Esteusivc  openings  were  apparent  under  the 
plank-shcer,  hut  there  is  nothing  in  the  testimony  to  indicate  a  rupture  of  the 
nnll,  except  the  evidence  of  one  witness,  who  stati'S  that  he  found  the  Ixiams 
'tarted  in  two  inches,  as  shown  by  the  paint-marks  having  separated  that  dis- 
tance from  the  ceiling.  The  court  is  unable  to  account  for  this  appearance.  All 
other  points  in  the  evidence,  it  thinks,  are  reconciled  in  the  statement  of  the 
^ts  in  the  case,  as  already  set  forth. 

It  remains  for  the  court  to  express  its  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
it  recognizes  the  propriety  of  further  military  proceedings  in  the  case. 
E.  SIMPSON, 
Lieut.  Ccmttnander,  Pretidimc  (Mcbt  of  the  Court  of  Ittauiru. 
B.  F.  MUNEOE, 
Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry. 


[UemoraDttuDl.  ] 
Flad-Stbambr  Phiimdelphia. 

Off  Morri*  hland,  January  6,  1864. 
In  tranamitting  the  foregoing  to  the  Navy  Department  I  beg  leave  to  append 
the  following  remarks : 

let.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sinking  of  the  Wechawken  was  entirely 
due  to  the  quantity  of  water  that  found  its  way  into  her. 
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2d.  It  cannot,  of  course,  be  absolutely  decided  that  there  wtu  no  leakige 
from  atrain  or  rupture  until  the  veaeel  is  fully  examined;  but,  ao  far  aa  the  eri- 
denc6  goes,  it  must  be  accepted  as  almost  conclasive  that  the  water  which  aunk 
the  Monitor  entered  by  the  hatches  and  other  apartoree  belonging  to  the  con- 
struction. 

3d.  By  assigning  the  additional  weight  of  ammunition  as  one  cause  of  the 
disaster,  and  giving  it  the  first  place  in  order,  may  lead  to  the  opinion  that  the 
court  considered  it  aa  the  moet  important  cause  of  the  ainking  of  the  Weehawkea 

With  this  I  am  unable  to  concur. 

Mr.  Griffin  statea  the  floating  capacity  of  a  Monitor  like  the  Weebawken  to 
be  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 

The  weig-ht  of  additional  ammunition  appears  to  hare  been  about  twenty-Gv«^ 
tons,  which  ia  one-sixth  of  the  floating  capacity.  It  is  evident,  ther^oie,  thai 
with  no  more  additional  weight  than  twenty-five  tons,  the  Weehawken  wonld 
have  ridden  out  the  gale  aseasily  as  the  other  Monitors. 

4th.  How  far  the  locality  of  Uie  stowage  of  the  additional  ammiuiitian  mi^i 
have  effected  the  Sow  of  the  water  aft  is  of  moment.  The  pilot  states  that  h 
changed  the  trim  of  the  Wcehawken  from  twelve  inches  astern  to  eight. 

It  doea  not  appear  from  evidence  that  eight  inches  by  the  stem  would  be  in- 
Bufficient  for  the  flow  of  water  afl  to  the  pumps,  and  it  ia  certainly  rcaaonablr 
to  suppose  that  the  inclination  thus  giv«n  would  suffice,  unless  there  were  im- 
pedimenta in  the  way.  But  the  court  states  that  it  did  not  flow  by  the  limber?, 
and  that  the-  pumps  did  not  draw  until  the  water  was  ao  high  as  to  come  orer 
the  berth  deck. 

Now  1  find  in  the  report  made  to  me  by  the  senior  engineer  imitWiatcly  ifttr 
the  disaster  that  the  water  did  come  "aft  very  fast,"  and  occupied  two  \\'orth- 
ington  pumps;  but  as  it  continued  to  gain  forward,  the  ccntrilngal  pump  wie 
started.  "This  pump  worked  well,  hut  drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  ft»l«f 
than  it  ran  throueih  the  limbera,  and,  therefore,  for  a  time  it  was  sucking,"  up 
tbe  engineer.  Hence,  it  follows  that  the  trim  of  the  veseel  did  not  inlerfert- 
with  the  flow  of  the  water  to  the  pumps,  but  that  the  quantity  was  limited  fay 
some  other  cause. 

The  timber  or  gutter  hy  which  the  water  passes  to  the  pumpa  is  eighteen  inches 
wide  by  four  inches  deep ;  but  the  communication  to  this  gutter  from  the  chaia- 
locker,  where  the  water  deposited,  is  anaperture  six  inches  byfour  inches;  and  Uii'- 
therefore,  is  the  measure  of  the  quantity  of  water  delivered  to  the  limber,  aod 
which,  from  tbe  statement  of  the  engineer,  waa  much  leas  than  tbe  pnmpa  wecv 
capable  of  throwing  off. 

I  cannot  perceive,  therefore,  that  the  eflTect  of  the  additional  ammnoition  oa 
the  buoyancy  or  trim  of  tbe  hull  can  be  considered  as  a  prominent  cause  of  ihr 
accident. 

The  mischief  was  really  done  by  the  entrance  of  too  mnch  water  throupb 
the  hatcbea,  hawse-pipes,  Sec,  before  proper  measures  were  taken.  AVben  ihit 
was  done,  it  was  too  late,  and  the  example  will  loae  some  of  ita  efficacy  if,  hj 
any  course  of  reasoning  or  statement  of  the  case,  the  attention  of  Monitor  offi- 
cers is  directed  from  the  influx  of  water  aa  tbe  real  source  of  peril  to  this  clif:' 
of  vesaels. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry  concludes  "that  further  miiitarr 
proceedings  are  necessary." 

As  the  Navy  Department  has  directed  a  court  of  inquiry  to  be  held,  ibi.- 
opinioD  of  the  court  belongs  to  it  to  decide  upon.  I  therefore  reepectfully  aob- 
mit  the  whole  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  have  tbe  honor  i" 
be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGRES. 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Sqmadnnt. 


Gooylc 
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WESTERN  GULF  SQUADRON. 


EngogemeiUa  with  the  Ram  Arkansae,  July  15,  1863. 

Uniikd  Status  PLio-Snip  Hartfobd, 

Below  7kk.4}urg,  July  17,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  with  deep  mortiQcation  that  I  anDounce  to  the  department  that, 
naiwithalAndin^  my  prediction  to  the  contrary,  the  iron-clad  ram  Arkansas 
has  at  length  made  her  appearance,  and  taken  us  all  by  surprise.  We  bad 
heard  that  slie  was  up  at  Liverpool,  in  the  Yazoo  river,  and  Lieutenant 
Colitnel  Ellet  informed  me  that  the  river  was  tou  narrow  for  our  gunboats  to 
turn,  aud  was  also  shallow  in  places,  but  suggested  that  Flag-OEBcer  Davis 
mi^ht  Bend  up  some  of  his  iron-clad  boats,  which  draw  only  six  or  seven 
hfl  of  water. 

When  this  was  proposed  to  Flag-OfScer  Davis  he  consented  immediately, 
and  General  Williams  offered  to  send  up  a  few  sharpshooters.  The  next 
morning  they  went  off  at  daylight,  and  by  six  in  the  morning  we  heard  firing 
up  the  river,  but  supposed  it  to  be  the  gunboats  firing  at  the  fiyiug  artillery, 
said  to  be  lining  the  river.  In  a  short  time,  however,  the  gunbuato  appeared, 
and  the  ram  in  pursuit  Although  we  were  all  lying  with  low  fires,  none  of 
ua  had  steam,  or  could  get  it  up,  in  time  to  pursue  her;  but  she  took  the 
bruadaide  of  the  whole  fleet.  It  was  a  bold  thing,  and  siie  was  only  saved 
by  our  feeling  of  security.  She  was  very  much  injured,  and  was  only  able 
to  drift  or  go  at  the  slowest  speed — say  one  knot,  and  with  the  current  she 
got  down  to  the  forts  of  Vicksburg  betbre  any  of  us  had  steam  up. 

I  had  a  consultation  with  Flag-OSicer  Davis,  and  we  thought  it  best  to 
take  the  evening,  when  he  dropped  down  to  take  the  fire  of  the  upper  battery, 
and  my  squadron  passed  down  with  thedetcnnination  of  destroying;  the  ram, 
if  possible;  but,  by  delays  of  getting  in  position,  &c.,  it  was  so  dark  by  the 
time  we  reached  the  town  that  nothing  could  be  seen  except  the  flAshes  of 
(lie  guns,  so  that,  to  my  great  mortification,  I  was  obliged  to  go  down  and 
anchor,  with  the  rest  of  my  fleet,  to  protect  the  transports,  mortar-boats,  &c. 

The  ram  is  now  repairing  damages — for  we  put  many  holes  through  her — 
though  we  do  not  know  the  extent  of  damage  done  to  her.  Be  assured,  sir, 
however,  that  I  shall  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  destroy  her.  I  regret  to 
report  that  the  loss  from  this  vessel  was  one  officer  and  two  men  killed,  and 
five  men  wounded.  The  total  loss  in  the  fleet  was  five  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded.  I  enclose  herewith  tlie  fleet  surgeon's  report  of  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARBAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Comd'g  We^era  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa^inglon,  D.  C. 


RtpoTt  c^  LituUnanl  OmmTnJing  Lwrp. 

United  States  Gunboat  Sciota, 
Above  Vickeburg,  July  15,  1862. 
Sir  :  Tbia  morning,  about  6.10  o'clock,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  board 
this  veaael,  apparently  from  the  direction  of  the  Yazoo  river,  ttp-cauBeiOf 
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which  soon  manifested  itself  in  the  appearance  of  the  gunboat  Tyler,  Liiu- 
tenant  Oommanding  Gwinn,  rnnning  before,  and  closely  followed  by.  »a 
iron-clad  ram — since  ascertained  to  be  the  Arkansas — escaped  nut  of  the 
Yazoo  river.  This  vessel — of  a  similar  construction  to  the  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi,  destroyed  at  New  Orleans;  that  is,  with  a  screw  propelltr  aud 
inclined  iron  sides,  armed  with  nine  guns — seemed,  from  her  movemenis,  tu 
trust  entirely  to  her  invulnerability  for  a  safe  rim  to  the  cover  of  the  Vicksliurp 
hatteries.  The  Tyler  made  a  running  fight  until  within  our  linea,  when  llie 
vessels  opened  as  their  guns  bore,  the  rebel's  speed  diminishing  very  visiliiv. 
This  gunboat  was  anchored  fourth  iu  line  from  up  river,  witliout  steam  andtn- 
gines  under  repairs;  but  as  soon  as  I  beard  the  firing  I  ordcrM  fire  started 
and  steam  to  be  raised  with  all  despatch.  My  eleven-inch  gun  being  loadr<l 
with  n  ten-second  shell,  which  I  had  endeavored  in  vain  to  draw,  aa  the  reb«l 
came  within  my  train  1  fired,  striking  bim  fair,  but  the  shell  glanced  oS 
almost  perpendicularly  into  the  air  and  exploded.  At  the  same  timr  I 
opened  a  bi-jek  fire  with  all  my  small  arms  against  bis  ports,  which.  1  bio 
confident,  prevented  them  from  manning  her  port  guns  till  after  bhc  bad 
passed  us.  1  observed  one  man  in  the  act  of  sponging  tumble  ont  of  ihc 
port,  sponge  and  all,  evidently  shot  by  a  ride  ball. 

I  found  my  ofGcers  and  men  ready,  but  such  was  the  suddi  nness  of  ibf 
appearance  and  passing  of  this  formidable  vessel  of  the  enemy  that  bol 
little  time  was  afforded  for  any  continued  attack  upon  her  with  the  unwieldy 
gun  carried  by  this  vessel.  After  passing  down  stream  out  of  my  liDC  i-f 
fire,  which  be  did  in  from  four  to  six  minutes,  I  was  unfortnnately  onlj  a 
spectator  of  the  final  result  of  this  event. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LOWRY. 
Lieiitenanl  Cirmmanding  V.  S.  Qunboat  Scicta. 

Flag-Officer  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  Wei-tern  Oulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Oiutnietiini  of  tht  ram  Arkamat. 

Flag-Sbip  Hartford, 
Balon  Rouge,  Auguid  T,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  one  of  the  happiest  moments  of  my  life  that  I  am  enabled  t-> 
inform  the  department  of  the  destruction  of  the  ram  Arkansas;  not  liecau^ 
I  held  the  iron-clad  in  such  teiTor,  but  because  the  community  did. 

On  iiie  4th  inatant  I  sent  the  Tennessee  up  to  Baton  Rouge  with  proviaioM 
for  Commander  Porter  and  the  gunboats  stationed  at  that  place.  On  the 
night  of  the  5th  she  returned  with  the  information  that  the  enemy  bad  rowlr 
a  combined  attack  upon  Baton  Ronge  by  the  ram  and  two  gunboats,  the 
Webb  and  Music,  and  calling  for  assistance.  At  daylight  the  Hartford  w*-*^ 
under  way  for  this  place,  with  orders  for  the  other  vessels  to  follow  me  »f 
fast  as  ready. 

I  arrived  here  ti)-day  at  1*2  m.,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn,  WestfclJ. 
Clifton,  Jackson,  and  Sciota.  I  had  sent  the  Cayuga  up  before  me,  agreeaM} 
to  a  request  of  General  Butler,  in  consequence  of  the  guerillas  firing  int" 
some  of  his  transports.  On  my  arrival  1  was  informed  by  Commander  A 
D.  Porter  that  yesterday  morning  at  2  o'clock  the  enemy's  forces,  uDiW 
General  Breckinridge,  attacked  General  Williams,  drove  in  his  pickets.  4i" 
General  Williams,  having  had  ample  warning,  was  all  prepared  fur  hini. 
The  fight  was  continued  with  great  energy  on  both  aides  until  10  a.  m ,  ^'y 
which  time  the  enemy  had  been  driveu  back  two  or  three  miles;  but,  nofcf 
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tanately,  the  gallant  General  Williams,  while  cheering  on  bis  men,  received 
■  Uinte  ball  through  his  heart. 

General  WillianiB  had  informed  LientenaDt  CommtmdiDg  Kanaom  the 
ereoing  before  of  his  plans,  and  requested  him  not  tn  fire  a  gun  until  be 
QOtilied  him;  and  when  he  did  so,  our  gunboats — the  Kiiicu  and  Katahdin — 
opened  with  fine  effect,  throwing  their  shells  dircctlj- in  the  miilst  of  the 
eaemy,  producing  great  dismay  and  confusion  among  them.  Lieutennnt 
Ransfjin  had  an  officer  on  the  State-house,  which  overlooks  the  adjacent 
comitry,  and  could  direct  the  fire  of  every  shell. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  Commander  Porter,  with  the  gun- 
boats, went  up  stream  after  the  ram  Arkansas,  which  was  lying  about  five 
miles  above,  apparently  afraid  to  take  her  share  in  the  conflict,  according  to 
tbe  preconcerted  plan.  As  he  came  within  gunshot  be  opened  on  her,  aod 
probably  soon  disabled  some  of  her  machin^'ry  nr  steering  apparatus,  for  she 
became  unmanageable,  continuing,  however,  to  fire  her  guns  at  the  Esses. 

OoDiraander  Porter  says  he  took  advantage  of  her  presenting  a  weak  point 
towarda  him,  and  loaded  with  incendiary  shells.  After  his  first  discharge  of 
this  projectile,  a  gnsh  of  fire  came  out  of  her  side,  and  from  that  moment  it 
was  discovered  that  she  was  on  fire,  which  he  continued  his  cxertiona  to 
prevent  from  being  extinguished.  They  backed  her  ashore  and  made  a  liue 
fast,  which  soon  burnt,  and  she  swung  off  into  the  river,  where  sbc  continued 
to  barD  until  she  blew  up  witli  a  tremendous  explosion,  thus  ending  the 
career  of  the  last  iron-clad  ram  of  the  Mississippi.  There  were  many  persons 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  witnessing  the  fight,  in  which  they  anticipated  a 
irinmph  for  Secessia;  bnt  on  the  return  of  the  Essex  not  a  soul  was  to  be 
Keen. 

I  will  leave  a  suGBcient  force  of  gunboats  here  to  support  the  army,  and 
will  return  to-morrow  to  New  Orleans,  and  depart  immediately  for  Ship 
island,  with  a  light  heart  that  I  have  left  no  bugbear  to  torment  ^o  commu- 
nities of  the  Mississippi  in  my  absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  We^em  Qvlf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waehinglon,  D.  C. 


Oh  Gunboat  Essex, 
Off  Baton  Bouge,  Augiut  6,  1862. 
Sir:  This  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  I  steamed  up  the  river,  and  at  10  o'clock 
attacked  the  rebel  ram  Arkanuas,  and  blew  her  up.    There  is  not  now  a 
fragment  of  her  left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER, 
Com'ding  I>ivimon  o/"  Fhlilla  in  Weslurn  Waters. 
Rear-Ad  miral  D.  G.  Fabbaout. 


Stpert  <^  Commandtr  W.  D.  Porltr. 

UNrfED  States  Gunboat  Essex, 

Off  Baion  Bovge,  Augud  6,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  evening  of  tbe  4th  instant  I  was  informed  by  General  Wil- 
liams  that  the  rebels,  in  considerable  force,  under   General  Breckinridge, 
were  moving  on  this  place.     The  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  with  two  gunboats, 
the  Webb  and  Music,  were  also  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  to  supportut^^ 
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attack  of  the  rebel  army.  I  made  Buch  a  diepoaitiou  of  the  naval  force  under 
my  command  aa  I  thought  would  give  the  moat  aid  to  onr  small  force  on 
fituire. 

Oq  the  morning  of  the  5th  instaot,  at  1  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  an  attack 
on  our  land  forces  and  drove  in  the  left  wing  of  our  army,  hilling  General 
Williams.  Our  men  retreating,  I  opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell  over  them 
on  the  advancing  enemy,  and  turned  them  back. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  by  lud 
and  water;  but  the  fire  from  the  Essex  and  the  other  gunboats  driving  tbe 
enemy  back,  evidently  disconcerted  their  plana. 

Though  not  making  her  appearance,  I  bad  information  of  the  vicinitj  of 
the  ram  Arkansas;  and  this  morning  I  determined  to  steam  up  the  rivet  and 
attack  her,  and,  if  posBibtc,  prevent  her  rendering  further  aasistance  to  the 
land  forces  she  was  co-operating  with.  At  10  a.  m.  I  came  in  sight  of  her,  at 
about  tbe  distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  immediately  opened  fire.  After  tn 
action  of  about  twenty  minutes  I  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  her,  and  a( 
meridian  she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion. 

The  Arkansas  had  a  crew  of  lljO,  and  mounted  ten  guns,  (six  S-inch  and 
four  50-pound  rifles.)  This  vessel,  the  Essex,  mounts  seven  guns,  and  had 
only  forty  men  on  duty  at  the  time  of  going  into  action.  My  first  master. 
B.  K.  Kiley,  was  in  sick  hospital,  and  his  place  was  supplied  by  Second 
Master  David  Porter  Bosenmitler,  who  conducted  himself  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
W.  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Divmon  of  FloHUa  in  Wealem  Wafen. 

Hon.  OiOEON  Weu.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Flag-Offlerr  fairajpU  ^va  r«M  rqMrU  ^  Uu  Arkanim. 

Fi^g-Ship  Hartfokd, 
New  Orleans,  Auguet  10,  1S62. 
Sir:  Since  forwarding  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Fairfax,  Rausom,  and 
Roe,  we  have  picked  up  a  number  of  prisoners  from  the  ram  Arkansas,  all 
of  whom  1  have  catechised  very  closely.  They  agree  very  well  respecting 
her  exit  from  the  Yazoo,  and  her  passing  the  fleets;  they  also  agree  as  I" 
the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  each  of  thcsi;  occasions,  making  in  sU 
eighteen  killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  At  Vickeburg  they  plaioJ 
the  deck  with  iron,  and  foriified  her  with  cotton  inside.  She  then  caii'f 
down  in  command  of  Lieutenant  H.  K.  Stevens,  (Brown  having  been  takei> 
sick  at  Yicksburg,)  with  the  intention  of  making  a  combined  attack  willi 
General  Breckinridge  upon  Baton  Rouge;  but  her  port  engine  broke  down. 
They  repaired  it  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  Essei 
the  next  morning,  when  they  saw  her  coming  up;  but  the  starboard  engir^c 
gave  way,  and  they  ran  her  ashore,  she  being  perfectly  unmanageable. 

They  say  that  when  the  gunboats  wj^re  seen  coming  up,  and  the  Essei 
commenced  firing,  the  captain  set  the  ram  on  fire  and  told  the  crew  to  roc 
ashore.  They  also  state  that  the  gunboats  Webb  and  Music  were  sent  f.r 
to  tow  her  up  the  river,  but  they  did  not  arrive,  and  neither  of  them  h»J 
been  seen.  This  is  the  statement,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  t)' 
your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  FARRAGUT, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Weelern  Oulf  Blockading  Sqvadrrot. 
Hon.  GinEON  Welles, 

Seer nar y  (^ the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.     ^i,  CinoQlc 
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fStfimal  Mmm  du  ram  Arianiu  tmi  Oi  Sitex  awf  CUofuJ  Stltfi  ran,  on  Uu  HUk  Jidf,  leCS. 

Fi^»)-Ship  Hartford, 

New  OrleoM,  July  29,  1862. 
Sir:  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  department  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
about  noon,  with  the  sbipa  Brooklyn,  Richmond,  and  Hartford,  and  gDnboal« 
Pitiola  and  Kennebec,  the  other  gunboata,  excepting  the  Katahdin  and  Kineo, 
left  at  Baton  Rouge  for  the  protection  of  the  troops,  having  preceded  me. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  received  the  order  of  the  department  to  drop  the 
ehips  dnwn  the  river,  and  not  to  risk  them  before  the  batteriea  more  than 
possible.  The  river  had  fallen  very  much,  and  my  anxiety  was  great  that  I 
shoald  not  be  able  to  get  the  large  ships  down.  Unfortunately  the  iron-clad 
Fan  Arkansas  came  down  on  the  15th,  before  I  received  your  order,  and  her 
commander  being  satisfied  by  the  reception  we  gave  her  that  she  was  not 
shot-proof,  kept  her  close  in  under  the  forts,  which  are  mounted  with  8  and 
lO-inch  colambiads  and  dO-pounder  riScs.  Still,  Flag  Officer  Davis  was  de- 
termined that  as  Commander  W.  D.  Porter  thought  his  vessel,  the  Essex, 
was  Bhnt-proof,  he  would  make  an  attack  on  the  ram  and  drive  her  down  to 
on  or  destroy  her.  He  had  also  determined  to  let  the  Sumter  run  at  her, 
and  to  let  Colonel  Ellis  also  attack  her  with  one  of  his  rams.  The  ram  lay 
between  the  two  forts,  at  the  upper  bend  of  the  river,  about  four  miles  above 
tlie  fleet. 

It  was  stipulated  that  I  was  not  to  pass  up  the  river,  hut  be  ready  to 
receive  her  if  she  attempted  to  come  down.  Unfortunately,  the  attack  was 
a  failure.  The  Essex  ran  at  the  ram,  but  being  so  clumsy,  they  let  the  bow 
uflhe  ram  swing  off  from  the  shore  so  that  the  Essex  ran  fast  aground ;  hut 
sliedelivered  her  three  9-inch  guns  into  the  ram  at  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet,  and  those  who  saw  the  ram  afterwards  say  she  had  a  large  hole  knocked 
inti  her.  Colonel  Eliot's  ram  also  ran  at  the  iron-clad,  but  the  fire  from  the 
f'lfta  and  ram  «o  damaged  her  that  it  was  with  difficulty  she  got  back  to  her 
iiicliyrage,  and  it  was  only  remarkable  that  she  was  not  destroyed.  We  do 
licit  know  that  she  damaged  the  ram.  The  Sumter,  from  some  misuuder- 
slanding,  did  not  go  in. 

Tbis  was  a.  daring  act  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ellct,  and  one  from  which 
Iwth  Flag-Officer  Davis  and  myself  tried  to  deter  him. 

Tile  Essex,  after  she  got  afloat,  ran  down  to  our  fleet  through  a  storm  of 
Blicit  and  shell;  and  strange  to  say,  not  a  shot  struck  lier  after  she  left  the 
ujiper  forts,  fihe  was  only  penetrated  by  three  projectiles  from  the  ram  and 
f'jrta,  viz:  one  9-inch  and  one  50-pound  rifle  solid  shot,  and  one  50-pound 
<^'iiical  shell.  Tlic  last  went  through  the  casemates  about  six  feet  from  the 
f'irwar  corner,  and  exploded  inside,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  three, 
"bicli  was  nearly  all  the  damage  done  the  crew.  The  9-inch  solid  shot  pen- 
etrated the  forward  casemate  nearly  amidship,  passed  through  the  iron,  but 
did  not  go  through  the  wood.  The  50-ponnder  rifle  passed  through  the  port 
luarCer  and  lodged  in  the  ward-room,  doing  no  harm;  but,  of  course,  each 
of  these  shots  started  the  wood  and  iron  considerably,  the  other  shot  in  the 
Wcinily  would  have  done  much  damage. 

I  waited  a  day  or  two  for  General  Williams  to  make  his  preparations  for 
leaving,  as  he  had  determined  to  do  so,  not  having  well  men  enough  to  take 
care  »f  the  sick  ones.  When  all  was  ready,  I  aetllcd  with  Flag-Officer 
Hiivis  that  Commander  W,  D.  Porter  was  to  take  charge  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  river,  with  the  Essex  and  Sumter.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  this 
f'lrce  sufficient,  for  theit;  are  tiro  gunboats  in  the  Ked  river  and  two  in  the 
Vazoo.     I  presume  Flag-Officer  Davis  will  destroy  those  in  the  Yazo»,  audi 
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my  (fuuboatH  cbaecd  the  Haste  and  Webb  up  the  Red  river,  but  drew  too 
much  water  to  go  far. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aei'vant, 
«  D.  G-  FABRAGUT, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Weirfeni  Gvif  Blockading  SqaadnH. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Attempt  to  blow  up  the  Euex  loilh  a  torpedo. 

United  States  Ibon-clad  Essri, 
Of  Baton  Rotige,  Jwte  19, 1863. 

Sib:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  au  atltinipt  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  tu 
'    blow  up  this  vessel  with  n  torpedo,  and  its  failure. 

Oil  the  18th  instant  I  went  up  the  river  with  the  Esse.^  to  Port  Hads-m 
on  a  recunuoissaucc.  Arriving  abreast  the  centre  ^f  Profit's  island,  and  t>e- 
tweeu  two  points,  oue  making  out  from  the  island,  the  other  from  the  oy\" 
site  shore,  I  observed  what  appeared  to  be  a  buoy.  On  examining  it  vi[u 
my  glass  I  found  it  to  bo  a  large  deniijolm,  anchored  about  400  yards  fri'in 
the  island.  I  immediately  suspected  the  reason  of  ite  bein^  placed  there, 
and  turned  my  glass  to  the  island  shore,  and  near  it  observed  another  demi- 
john buoy,  and  ten  or  twenty  yards  outside  of  it  a  barrel  nearly  submerjreJ 
I  wished  to  stop  the  vessel  immediately;  but  as  wc  were  almost  in  a  but 
with  the  buoys,  the  wind  blowing  half  a  gale,  and  right  aft,  and  the  ves,-<-l 
at  full  speed,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  stop  in  time,  and  Iwasfurf^d 
to  pass  between  the  buoys  and  over  the  apparatus.  We  eipcrienocd  n" 
trouble,  however,  and  proceeded  on,  finishing  onr  reconnoissance  of  PfH 
Hudson,  On  my  return  I  stopped  the  vessel  below  the  infernal  raachiof. 
with  her  head  up  stream,  sent  the  men  to  quarters,  and  despatched  !«■• 
boats  to  take  up  or  destroy  the  apparatus,  b'rom  the  inside  buoys  an  in>u 
wire  {apparently  telegraph  wire)  was  discovered  leading  up  tlie  beach,  then 
over  a  glass  battle,  (attached  to  a  tree  as  an  insulator,)  and  from  Mtei-o- 
into  the  woods.  About  fifty  fathoms  of  this  wire  was  hauled  down  to  tb^ 
boats,  and  its  connexiuu  with  the  buoys  severed.  All  the  buoys  were  tln'n 
raised,  and  found  to  be  conneetcd  by  wires,  and  a  torpedo  of  cylindrical 
form,  three  feet  long  and  a  foot  in  diameter,  made  of  boiler  iron,  and  6nisht  J 
in  a  most  workmanlike  manner,  was  fi.und  attached  to  the  barrel  buoy,  *u^ 
hung  thereto  with  about  a  dozen  turns  of  wire  rove  through  two  eye-U>lis 
riveted  in  (me  end  of  the  machine;  the  other  end  had  a  plug  fitted  io,  wit:' 
a  wire  leading  through  and  communicating  with  the  interior.  A  Dnmb^ri-f 
wires  appeared  to  connect  with  this  end  of  the  machine,  but  the  connexi":' 
could  not  be  understood,  as  the  wires  were  all  broken  while  raising  it.  >■' 
cut  immediately  after,  to  prevent  acci<lent. 

We  raised,  in  all,  one  machine,  three  buoys,  and  about  oue  hundred  fathom- 
of  telegraph  wire.  Other  portions  of  the  apparatus  were  lost,  top('lL>-.' 
with  a  quantity  of  wire,  owing  to  the  latter  breaking  by  the  heavy  etritia 
on  it,  in  attempting  to  weigh  tbe  lost  portions. 

This  apparatus  was  skilfully  made,  and  carefully  laid — exactly  in  <-u[ 
track,  and  between  the  points  already  mentioned,  which  contracted  tbe  rivi't 
to  its  narrowest  bounds  Near  the  opposite  shore  the  current  rnus  wit', 
great  velocity.  T  was  extremely  anxious  to  examine  the  contents  of  ll.': 
machine,  but  after  making  a  few  careful  experiments  I  found  it  could  d  t 
be  o]iened  without  danger  of  moving  tbe  wire  ;  1  therefore  had  it  tat<  i. 
on  shore  and  secured  in  a  hole  in  tbe  levee,  and  a  long  tine  bent  to  tbe  win  . 
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then  a  boat  pulled  out  with  the  other  end  of  the  line,  and  when  it  became 
tant  the  niHcliine  buret  with  a  tremendoiia  esploeion,  tcarinpf  away  a  lar^ 
piece  of  the  levee,  and  throwing  the  pieces  of  iron  in  every  direction.  One 
piece,  weighing  about  two  pounds,  fell  on  board  the  vessel,  distant  about 
300  yards.  It  would  suem  that  tlie  machine  was  made  to  explode  both  by 
friction  and  electricity.  I  think  there  were  othertt  besides  the  one  raised.  I 
coDsidei'  these  machines  tuodangen)u8  to  handle,  and  hereafter  sh&ll  destroy 
tlie  buoys,  and  taking  the  in-shoreend  of  the  wire,  drag  the  apparatus  well 
into  the  river  and  sink  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  CALDWELL,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut,  U  S.  S.,  . 

Commander-in-Ckief,   Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Forwarded  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN, 
Commanding  Naoal  Forces,  Salon  Bougf. 


Export  tg  Cammmiir  Sobtrl  TWiucnd.  aommitdiitg  UuiUd  Slittti  Manur  Baa. 

United  States  Steamer  Eaasx, 

Grand  View  Beach.  July  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  given 
before  your  departure  this  mcjrning,  I  proceeded  in  the  Essex  to  the  relief  of 
the  New  London,  the  Monongahela,  on  our  starbojii-d  beam,  towing  us  more 
rapidly  against  the  current  than  we  were  able  Uy  steam  down  with  the  cur- 
real  last  evening.  _We  found  tiie  New  London  ashore,  made  fast  to  the 
bank  below  Whitehall  Point,  and  out  of  range  from  the  battery,  a  position 
where  Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins,  after  much  difficulty,  had  succeeded 
in  placing  her.  The  Monongahela  got  her  off,  took  her  in  tow  on  the  port 
Hide,  and  made  fast  to  the  port  side  of  the  Essex 

Tbua  sheltered,  they  made  the  downward  trip  almost  unscathed.  As  the 
New  London  is  completely  disabled  by  shots  thiough  her  boiler,  I  sent  word 
to  Lieutenant  Commander  Waters,  of  the  Kineo,  to  lake  her  in  tow  to  New 
Orleans  and  report  to  you.  Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins  having  fruit- 
lessly B«nt  messages  to  Donaldsonville  for  asBistance,  was  finally,  this  morn- 
iii;r,  obliged  to  proceed  thither  himself  Lieutenant  Day,  wlio  was  left  in 
cliarge,  although  wounded,  was  on  the  alert  and  preserved  good  order  and 
diHinpltDC  among  the  crew. 

On  (inr  way  up,  the  battery  at  the  liead  uf  Grand  View  Reach  did  not 
open  upon  us;  but  it  did  so,  spitefully,  upon  our  return.  The  battery  oppo- 
site College  Point  gave  us  a  warm  reception  both  going  and  returning. 
Whilst  the  Monongahela  was  getting  the  Now  London  afloat,  we  proceeded 
up  ill  the  Essex,  off  Whitehall  Point,  and  opened  upon  the  Winchester  Plan- 
t^lii^ii  battery,  both  at  long  and  ahoit  range.  Tbey  did  not  return  our  fire. 
Wo  counted  seven  embrasures,  but  saw  no  guns  in  position  there,  A  crowd 
)if  sliurpshooters,  lining  the  levee,  disappeared  soon  after  we  opened  fire. 
Lawt  evening  and  to-day  we  were  struck  by  shot  and  shell  nine  times.  One 
peiietrited  the  solid  timber  of  the  starboard  forward  guard-;  three  glauccd 
from  oDF  plating  on  the  sides  and  quarter,  doing  no  particular  damage;  the 
others  passed,  respectively,  throigji  both  sides  of  the  wlieolhouse,  the  awu- 
itijf  rail  and  furled  awning,  the  starboard  smoke-stack,  the  galley  funnel, 
uti^i    both  ventilators. 

1  ^vill  not  particularize  the  pattering  sbuwers  of  musket  balls,  as  tliey  did 
no  material  damage.  We  expended  of  lOO-pounder  rifle,  9-iucli,  and  ;i2- 
puui><i*^r  shell  and  shrapuell,  150  rounds. 
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liieii tenant  Com mftnder  Dewey  displayed  coolness,  skill,  and  judgment  in 
managing  the  Monongahela  and  in  getting  off  the  New  London.  He  vu 
able  to  VBe  his  bow  and  stern  guns  and  boat  howitzers,  and,  whilst  passing 
the  batteries,  he  did  ho  effectively.  Auting  Master  Parker,  execntive  offiMt 
of  the  Esses,  worked  the  battery  witli  cuol  discretion  and  ability,  and  made 
a  number  of  excellent  shots.  Mr.  Attenborough,  our  pilot,  occupied  a  very 
exposed  position,  but  it  did  nut  militate  against  the  skill  with  wliicb  ht 
habitually  directs  the  course  of  the  ship.  1  am  much  pleased  that  I  can 
speak  in  the  moat  commendable  terms  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  mi 
men.  It  is  also  gratifying  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  execution  of  yunr 
orders  without  loss  or  injury  to  any  engaged  in  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  TOWNSEND, 
Commander,  Cniied  Stalfx  A'aiy. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farbagdt, 

Oom'dg  W.  0.  B.  Squadron,  V.  S.  Flag-Ship  Tenneiaiee,  Ne\o  Oritam. 


MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON. 


Report  of  Commander  H.  Walke  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Mound  Ciiy  in  Iht 
haiUe  of  Belmont,  Kentucky. 

United  States  Gunboat  Taixob, 

ifound  City,WfoDenJ)er  9,  I86I. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  inetaal  i 
received  instructions  from  General  Grant  to  proceed  duwu  the  river,  in  cimi- 
pany  with  the  Lexington,  under  Commander  Stembel,  for  a  reconnuissHui-c 
and  as  convoy  to  some  half  dozen  transport  steamers.  We  proceeded  iipv" 
site  to  Norfolk,  near  the  Kentucky  shore,  where  we  rounded  to,  and  anchi-o-i 
for  the  night.  I  then  learned  for  the  first  time  the  extent  of  the  ieoii>- 
iioissauce. 

At  3  o'clock  the  following  morning,  at  the  request  of  General  Grant,  tin- 
Taylor  and  Lexington  started  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  eugagini: 
their  batteries  at  Columbus,  but,  after  proceeding  a  few  miles,  we  were  ii.*'! 
by  such  a  dense  fog  as  to  render  any  further  progress  hazardous  ;  we  then- 
fore  rounded  to,  and  returned  to  the  point  from  whence  we  started.  At  <> 
o'clock  we  all  got  under  way,  our  two  gunboats  taking  the  lead  and  cunvi  j- 
ing  the  steamers  containing  Generals  Grant  and  McClernand  and  their  aiils. 
and  some  3,000  troops,  two  companien  of  cavalry,  and  some  artillery,  Wr 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  the  extreme  end  of  Lucas's  bend,  aiid  JuM 
without,  as  I  thought,  the  range  of  tlieir  guns  on  Iron  bantu.  After  tlx' 
troops  had  disembarked  and  were  under  marching  orders,  (half  past  eicl^' 
o'clock,)  our  two  boala  proceeded  to  engage  their  batteries  on  Iron  Bankr. 
expending  each  several  rounds  of  shell,  and  returning  to  the  tTanBpi>rt>. 
Their  shot  pass.ed  over  us,  though  in  some  instanctis  coming  very  close  t-' 
us.  At  this  tinte,  with  tlieir  long-range  rided  cannon,  they  sent  a  lar^'r 
number  of  shot  half  a  mile  above  the  transports.  I  requested  the  captain^ 
of  the  transports  to  move  up  and  out  of  the  range  of  their  shot,  which  tbt-y 
did.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  engagement  having  commenced  at  Belmont,  «•.- 
again  engaged  the  Iron  bank  batteries,  expending  still  more  abell.  ibi-  r 
shot  flying  around  us  but  doing  no  harm,  while  our  shell  seemed  to  gu  where 

LtOooTc 
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the;  coald  be  effiictire.    We  returned,  after  an  engagement  of  about  twenty 
iDiDUtee,  to  the  transports. 

At  about  noon,  hearing  the  battle  of  Belmont  etill  going  on,  our  two  gun- 
boats made  a  third  attack  upon  their  batteries,  this  time  going  nearly  a 
(juarter  of  a  mile  nearer  to  them.  We  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  shell,  and 
seemingly  with  good  effect,  while  in  this  engagement  one  of  their  24-pound- 
ers  struck  as  on  the  starboard  bulwarks,  and,  continuing  obliquely  through 
the  spar  deck,  took  off  the  head  of  Michael  Adams,  seaman,  and  broke  the 
arm  and  otherwise  seriously  injured  James  Wolfe,  seaman,  and  Blightly 
wounding  a  third.  Acting  ^Surgeon  Kearney,  who  was  cool  and  assidnous 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  immediately  dressed  Wolfe's  wound,  but  con- 
siders him  in  a  critical  condition.  We  fired  a  few  more  shell  and  returned, 
keeping  up  the  fire  from  our  stern  guns  as  long  as  we  were  within  reach  of 
them. 

It  ie  providential  that  we  have  e^tcaped  with  bo  little  damage.  A  frag- 
ment of  one  of  their  shells  struck  us  in  the  stern,  doing  but  trifling  damage. 

When  nearly  all  our  troops  had  re-embarked,  or  were  about  ready  to  start, 
a  sadden  attack  was  made  upon  the  transport  vessels  by  a  laige  force 
coming  in  from  above.  Our  gunboats  being  in  good  position,  we  opened  a 
brisk  tire  of  grape,  canister,  and  b"  shells,  silencing  the  enemy  with  great 
slaughter.  After  the  transports  were  under  way  we  followed  them,  throw- 
ing a  ahell  occasionally  to  repel  the  enemy's  approach  to  the  banks.  When 
a  few  miles  up  tbe  river,  we  met  one  of  the  transports  (Chancellor)  with 
Brigadier  General  McClernand  aboard,  who  stated  that  some  of  their  men 
were  left  behind,  iind  asked  that  we  might  return  with  our  gunboats  and 
see  if  we  could  find  them.  We  did  so,  tlie  Lexington  accompanying  us, 
and  between  us  succeeded  in  securing  nearly  all  there  were  left  behind,  to- 
gether with  about  forty  prisoners,  including  some  badly  wounded. 

We  then  proceeded  up  to  Island  Ni>.  1,  when  the  Kob  Roy  met  us,  with 
instructions  from  General  Grant  to  turn  over  all  the  troops  and  prisoners, 
und  to  remain  until  Colonel  Cook,  who  was  down  the  Kentucky  shore  on  a 
recunDoisaance,  should  return.  lie  returned  at  ten  o'clock,  and  at  eleven  I 
w^eighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  Cairo,  having  sent  the  Lexington  on 
before  me. 

It  is  bat  an  act  of  justice  to  the  officers  and  crew  to  state  that  they  acted 
throughout  all  our  engagements  with  perfect  coolness,  ability,  and  courage, 
the  crew  answering  t£e  calls  to  quarters  with  an  alacrity  becoming  earnest 
c<>-(iperators  fur  the  government  I  was  astonished,  with  tbe  apparently 
new  material  we  have,  to  see  with  what  zeal  and  efficiency  they  all  per- 
formed their  parts. 

Tbe  Lexington,  under  Commander  Stembel,  as  consort,  supported  me 
throughout  the  day  with  tbe  most  commendable  energy  and  efficiency. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander  17.  S.  N. 

Oaptoin  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

CommtaidMff  Navai  Forces  on  Weaiem  Waters. 


[Telegrain.] 

UNrrao  Statbs  Gunboat  Taylor, 
Mitt^aippi,  bdow  Cairo,  January  11,  1863. 
Sib  :  Yesterday,  as  reported  to  the  department,  I  sent  Captain  Porter, 
■i  ih    the  Essex,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding  with  the  St.  Louis, 
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and,  alao,  have  Bent  two  utlier  j^unboata  up  tlie  TeniieHSec  river.  This 
morning  three  rebel  gunbn»ts  came  up  from  Culiimbus,  aod  epeoed  the  at- 
tack OH  the  Essex  and  St.  Louis  at  long  range,  and  for  twenty  minutes  tiie 
fire  was  very  brisk  betweeo  the  five  boats  engaged,  when  the  rebel  boaU 
retreated,  but  a  running  fire  was  continued  fur  an  hour,  until  the  rebel 
boats  were  driven  behind  their  batteries  at  Columbus.  Captain  Porler  be- 
lieves that  one  of  the  reltel  boats  was  disabled. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flsg-Offi<xr. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weu.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Leller  from  Flag-Officer  Foole,  enclosing  Tifporl  of  Commander  W  D.  Porter, 
if  the  gunboat  Enixx. 

Qxmo,  January  13,  1863. 
Sib  ;  i  forward  a  report  from  Commander  Porter.    The  rebel  gonbo»t 
sheila  all  fell  short  of  our  boats,  while  our  shells  reached  and  ranged  beyond 
their  boats,  allowing  the  greater  range  of  our  guns,  but  the  escape  of  the 
rebels  showed  the  greater  speed  of  their  boats. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Fiag-Offictr. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  ofQ\e  Navy. 


Unitko  States  Gcnboat  Essex, 

Fort  Jefferson,  January  13,  1862. 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  General  McClcrnand  sent  on  board  thie 
vessel  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  up  the  river  fmai  Cu- 
Inmbns  with  several  vessels,  towing  up  a  battery.  I  immediately  signalled 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Paulding,  of  the  St.  IjouIb,  to  get  under  way  and 
prepare  for  action.  A  very  thick  fog  coming  on,  we  were  compelled  to 
steam  slowly  down  the  river,  but  about  10  o'clock,  or  a  little  after,  it  rose, 
and  showed  us  a  large  steamer  at  the  bead  of  Lucas's  bend.  We  heard  ber 
whistle  the  moment  we  were  seen  by  them.  Shortly  after  whistling  ebe 
was  joined  by  another  large  and  a  small  steamer.  We  pursued  our  courw 
steadily  down  the  river,  and  when  within  long  range  the  large  steamer 
fired  a  heavy  shell  gun,  which  struck  the  sand  bar  between  us  and  ricocheted 
within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  this  vessel  and  buret.  We  at  this  time 
did  not  return  the  fire,  but  continued  our  course  down  in  order  to  near  the 
vessel.  By  thia  time  the  large  ateamer  waa  joined  by  her  consorts,  and 
they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  us.  I  now  hailed  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Paulding,  and  directed  him  to  try  one  of  his  rifle  cannon.  He  instantly 
fired,  and  sent  hia  shot  completely  over  the  enemy.  1  then  opened  from  my 
bow  guna,  and  the  action  became  brisk  on  both  sides  for  about  twenty  min- 
utes, the  enemy  firing  by  broadsidea.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  enemy 
hauled  ofi*  and  stood  down  the  river,  rounding  to  occasionally  and  giving  m 
broadsides.  This  running  fight  continued  until' he  reached  the  shelter  of  his 
batteries  on  the  Iron  bank,  above  Columbus.  We  continued  the  action,  and 
drove  him  behind  their  batteries  in  a  crippled  condition,  as  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  our  shell  explode  on  hie  decks.  The  action  lasted  over  an  hour, 
and  terminated,  as  1  think,  in  u  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy's  boats,  supe- 
rior in  size  and  number  of  guns  to  the  Esses  and  SL  Louis.     Oii  the  lilh 
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(knn-at  McCleniand  reqiteated  me  to  m&ke  a  reconnoiasance  towards  the 
IroD  bonks.  I  did  ao,  and  offered  the  enemy  battle  by  firing  a  round  shot 
ftt  their  battery,  but  they  did  not  respond,  nor  did  I  see  anything  of  their 
bo»t8.  I  have  since  been  informed,  through  the  general,  that  the  boats  of 
tbe  enemy  were  completely  disabled,  and  the  panic  became  bo  great  at  the 
Iron  banks  that  the  gnnners  deserted  their  guns. 

The  fire  oT  the  8t,  Lonis  was  precise,  and  the  shot  told  well.  The  officers 
and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  firmness — Mr.  Riley,  oar  first  master, 
catTjing  out  all  my  orders  strictly,  while  the  officers  of  the  gnn  divisions, 
Ueasn.  Laning  and  Ferry,  paid  particular  attention  to  the  pointing  of  their 
respective  guns.  Mr.  Brittan,  my  aid,  paid  all  attention  to  my  oAers,  and 
conveyed  them  correctly  and  with  alacrity.  In  fact,  all  the  officers  and 
men  on  board  behaved  like  veterans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac  « 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Ommattder. 

Flag-Oficer  A,  H.  Poote. 


Flag-Officar  FooUa  report  of  attade  on  Fort  Henry,  February  S,  1863. 
Cairo,  III.,  FArvary  1,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant,  at  121  o'clock  p. 
m.,  1  made  an  attack  on  Port  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  iron- 
clad gunboats  Cincinnati,  Commander  Stembc!;  the  flag-ship  Essex,  Com- 
mander Porter;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Walkc,  and  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Paulding;  also  taking  with  me  the  three  old  gunboats  Con- 
ettoga,  Lieatenant  Cummanding  Phelps;  the  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Qwinn,  and  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  as  a  second 
divigioa,  ia  charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  which  took  position 
utern  and  inshore  of  the  armored  boatx,  doing  good  execution  there  in  the 
action,  while  the  armored  boats  were  placed  in  the  first  order  of  steaming, 
^>pIoaching  the  fort  in  a  parallel  line. 

The  lire  waA  opened  at  seventeen  hundred  yards  distance  from  tbe  flag- 
>iiip,  which  was  followed  by  the  other  gunboats,  and  responded  to  by  t^ 
furt  As  we  approached  the  fort  under  slow  steaming  till  we  reached  within 
six  handred  yards  of  the  rebel  batteries,  the  fire,  both  from  the  gunboats 
and  forts,  increased  in  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  range.  At  twenty  minutes 
before  the  rebel  flag  was  struck,  the  Essex,  uofortuuately,  received  a  shot 
in  her  boilers,  which  resulted  in  the  wounding,  by  scalding,  of  twenty-nine 
officers  and  men,  including  Commander  Purter,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  en- 
closed list  of  casualties.  The  Essex  then  necessarily  dropped  out  of  line, 
ast«m,  entirely  disabled,  and  unable  to  continue  the  fight,  in  which  she  had 
so  g^tllantly  participated  until  the  sad  catastrophe.  The  firing  continued 
vith  unabated  rapidity  and  effect  upon  the  three  gunboats,  as  they  continued 
still  to  approach  the  fort  with  their  destructive  fire  until  the  rebel  flag  was 
haaled  down,  after  a  severe  and  closely-contested  action  of  one  hour  and 
fifteen  miniitea 

A  boat,  containing  the  adjutant  general  and  captain  of  engineers,  came 
sinngeide  after  the  flag  was  lowered,  and  reported  that  Gener^  Lloyd  Tilgh- 
man,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  wished  to  communicate  with  tbeflag«fficer, 
when  I  despatched  Commander  Stembel  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps, 
with  orders  to  hoist  the  American  flag  where  the  secession  ensign  had  been 
^P^S,  and  to  inform  General  Tilghman  that  I  would  see  him  on  board  the 
fiag-ship.     He  came  on  board  soon  after  the  Union  bad  been  substituted  by 


Commander  Stembel  for  the  rebel  flag  on  the  fort,  and  possession  taken. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 28 
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I  received  the  general,  bis  staff,  and  aome  sixty  or  seventy  men  ts  pns- 
oners,  and  a  hospital  sbip  containing  sixty  invalids,  together  with  the  fut 
and  its  effects,  mounting  twenty  gans,  mostly  of  heavy  calibre,  with  bamcki 
and  tents  capable  of  accommodating  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  BDodrj 
articles,  which,  as  I  turned  the  fort  and  its  effects  over  to  General  Grant, 
c'lmmanding  the  army,  on  his  arrival  in  an  hour  after  we  had  made  the  cap- 
ture, he  wilt  be  enabled  to  give  the  government  a  more  correct  etatement 
of  than  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  from  the  short  time  I  had  possession 
of  the  fort.  The  plan  of  the  attack,  so  far  as  the  army  reaching  the  rear  uT 
the  fort  to  make  a  demonstration  simultaneonsly  with  the  navy,  was  fni»- 
trated  by  the  excessively  muddy  roads  and  high  stage  of  wat«r  preventiog 
the  arrival  of  our  troops  until  some  time  after  I  had  taken  poBaeasiun  of  tbe 
fort 

On  seduring  the  prisoners  and  making  necefisary  preliminary  anange- 
ments,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  his  division,  np 
the  Tennessee  river,  as  I  had  previously  directed,  and  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
enclosed  orders  to  him  to  remove  the  rails,  and  bo  far  render  the  bridge 
incapable  of  railroad  transportation  and  comma nication  between  Bowling 
Green  and  Columbus,  and  afterwards  to  pnrsne  tbe  rebel  gnnboat«,  and  secaie 
their  capture,  if  possible.  This  being  accomplished,  and  the  army  in  pw 
seasioD  of  the  fort,  and  my  services  being  indispensable  at  Cairo,  I  left  Fort 
Henry  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  with  tbe  Cincinnati,  £seex,  and  lil 
Louis,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 

The  armored  gunboats  resisted  effectually  tbe  shot  of  the  enemy  when 
striking  the  casemate.  The  Cincinnati  (flag-ship)  received  thirty-one  ahoU; 
the  EHses  fifteen;  the  St.  Louis  seven,  and  the  Carondelet  six — kilting  one. 
and  wounding  nine  in  the  Cincinnati,  and  killing  one  in  tbe  Essex;  while 
tbe  casualties  iu  the  latter  from  steam  amounted  to  twenty-eigtit  in  nnmber. 
The  Carondelet  and  St.  Louis  met  with  no  casualties. 

The  steamers  were  admirably  handled  by  their  commanders  «nd  officers, 
presenting  only  their  bow  guns  to  tbe  enemy,  to  avoid  exposure  uf  tbe  vnt 
nerable  parts  of  their  vessels.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  with  bia 
division,  also  executed  my  orders  very  effectually,  and  promptly  proceeded 
up  the  river  in  their  further  execution,  after  tbe  capture  of  the  fort.  In  fact, 
all  the  oflScers  and  men  gallantly  performed  their  duty,  and,  considering  the 
little  experience  they  have  had  under  fire,  far  more  than  realized  my  expec- 
tations. 

Fort  Henry  was  defended  with  the  most  determined  gallantry  by  Generil 
Tilghman,  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  who,  from  his  own  account,  went  into 
action  with  eleven  guns  of  heavy  calibre  bearing  upon  our  boats,  whidi  be 
foQgbt  until  seven  of  the  number  were  dismounted  or  otherwise  rendered 
useTess. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

A   H.  POOTB,  Flag-Oguxr. 

Eon,  GuEON  Welles, 

SecrOaty  of  the  Navy. 


Beport  of  part  taken  by  the  Carondelet  in  (he  capture  of  Fori  Henry. 
TJNrrBD  States  GrNBOAT  Cjaondelkt, 
Fort  Henry,  Tenneaaee  Rioer,  February  8,  1362. 
Sm:  Tn  compliance  with  your  special  order  of  the  2d  instant,  and  in  acconl- 
aice  to  yonr  signal  number  of  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I  respectfully  report 
the  incidents  which  occurred  an  board  this  vessel,  connected  with  the  victory 
you  so  nobly  won,  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Henry  on  that  day. 
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The  Carondelet  was  kept  in  line  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  other  boats, 
{liret  order  uf  steaming,)  with  the  exception  of  being  interlocked  with  the 
6t  Louis  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time,  in  consequence  of  being  crowded, 
and,  hy  mistake  of  onr  pilot  in  ringing  the  bell  to  back,  instead  of  one  to  go 
ahead,  according  to  my  repeated  orders,  the  boat  lost  one  length  astern  of 
her  position  for  the  space  of  two  or  three  minutes.  The  mistake  being 
immediately  corrected,  she  resumed  her  position  iu  line,  keeping  np  a  con- 
tinued, steady,  and  careful  firing  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  from  the  instant 
yon  fired  your  first  gun  until  he  struck.     None  killed  or  wounded  on  board. 

The  Carondelet  was  struck  nine  or  ten  times  during  the  engagement  by 
the  enemy's  shot,  as  follows:  five  times  uu  plating  of  .the  bow,  f  jur  of  which 
were  within  eight  inches  of  the  ports;  one  upon  the  starboard  bow,  under 
water;  one  on  the  port  broadside,  cutting  the  timbers  and  plaukiug  somo 
sis  feet;  one  taking  away  a  sectiou  of  the  port  hammock  nettings;  one- 
taking  away  a  portion  of  the  port  awning  stanchioD;  and  another  cutting 
away  the  gig's  fall. 

It  IB  witn  pleasure  and  pride  that  I  bare  to  state  that  during  the  action 
the  officers  and  crew  nnder  my  comraand  performed  their  duties  with  per- 
fect courage,  coolness,  and  ability,  so  far  as  I  could  observe;  and  1  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  on  shore,  that  their  aim 
was  correct,  their  shot  striking  with  terrible  efiect  on  Fort  Henry. 

With  most  sincere  congratulations,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  moat  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
(hmmander.  United  States  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foori, 

Com^dg  Naeal  Fi/nxa,  fVeatem  Waien. 


TTnited  States  Gunboat  Conestooa, 

Fort  Henry,  Tinneaeee,  February  6,  1862. 
Sib  :  Id  conformity  with  your  directions,  the  division  of  gunboats  nnder 
my  command,  consisting  of  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin;  Lex- 
iugtOD,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  and  tbia  vessel,  in  the  attack  of  thin 
morning  on  this  work,  took  up  a  position  npon  the  loft  bank  of  the  river,  aud 
opened  fire  with  shells  immediately  after  your  first  gun  was  fired,  and  cod- 
tinacd  firing  until  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down,  having  succeeded  in 
throwing  shells  without  firing  over  your  flag-ship,  or  over  the  other  iron- 
plated  boats  in  close  contact  wiib  the  fort.  There  were  fired  from  tbia  ves- 
sel seventy  five  S3  pounder  shells,  fourteen  13-pounder  rifled  shells,  and  two 
roand  shot.  No  injury  was  done  to  either  of  the  veesels,  and  no  casualties 
occurred,  though  we  were  at  times  exposed  to  the  ricochet  of  the  close  fire 
upon  yuur  vessel,  as  well  as  to  the  direct  fire  of  a  3S-ponnder  rifled  piece 
until  it  burst.  The  commanders  of  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  handled  their 
vessels  with  excellent  judgment.  I  enclose  their  reports.  Tbe  officers  aud 
crew  of  this  vessel  displayed  coolness  and  an  admirable  spirit  in  this  action. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

8.  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  Chmmanding,  United  mates  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Powa,  V.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  Naval  Forces,  Western  Walen. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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Later  from  Flag-Offictr  Foote,  fiynearding  Lieutenant  Oommanding  Phdpii 
report  ^  operatioiu  on  the  Tennessee  riuer. 

United  States  Flao-Steahkk  9t.  Loihh, 

Paducah,  Febrvary  tS,  1S83. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  and  hi^h  (gratification  to  forward  to  the  department 
the  official  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  by  which  it  will  be 
Been  that  he  hae,  with  consummate  skill,  courage,  and  judgment,  perfunned 
a  highly  beneficial  service  to  the  government,  which,  I  doubt  nut,  will  ^ 
predate  it.  I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Con- 
manding  Pbelps  for  this  his  signal  service  in  his  long  cruise  to  the  bead  of 
navigation  on  the  Tenneasee  river. 

I  am  now,  with  three  iron-clad  steamers,  ascending  the  Cnroberland  river, 
to  co-operate  with  Qeneral  Gr^nt  in  an  attack  on  Furt  DoneUon.  Li»ten- 
aut  Commanding  Phelps,  witJi  bis  dirisioD,  accompanies  roe. 

In  great  baale,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  a  FOOTE,  Flag-Offica. 
Hon.  GtDBON  Welles, 

yi^tKe  Navy. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  PAelps's  report  of  i^ierations  on  Hie  Htnneatee  river. 

TJKrrED  Stafes  Gudboat  CoitBsroeA, 
J^mneaaee  Rioer,  February  10, 18G1 

Sir  :  Soon  after  the  snrrender  of  Fort  Henry,  od  the  6tb  instant,  I  pn> 
ceeded,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  up  the  Tennessee  river,  with  the  Tylpr, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin;  Lexington,  Lientenant  Commanding  Shirk, 
and  this  vessel,  forming  a  division  of  the  flotilla,  and  arrived  after  dark  at 
the  railroad  croBsing,  twenty-five  miles  above  the  fort,  having  on  the  war 
destroyed  a  small  amount  of  camp  equipage  abandoned  by  the  flying  rebeli. 
The  draw  of  the  bridge  waa  found  closed,  and  the  macbiaery  for  turning  it 
disabled.  Abont  a  mile  and  a  half  above  were  several  rebel  bratuport  steaia- 
ere  esc'aping  op  stream. 

A  party  was  landed,  and  in  one  honr  I  had  tbe  satisfaction  to  see  the  drav 
open.  Tbe  Tyler  being  the  slowest  of  tbe  gunboats,  Lieutenant  Cammand- 
ing  Gwin  landed  a  force  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  railroad  track  and  t^-> 
secure  snch  military  stores  as  might  be  found,  while  I  directed  Lieatmant 
Commanding  Shirk  to  follow  me  with  all  speed  in  cbaae  of  the  fleeing  boats. 
In  five  hours  this  boat  succeeded  in  forcing  the  rebels  to  abaudon  and  burn 
three  of  their  boats  loaded  with  military  stores.  The  first  one  fired  (Samoel 
Orr)  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  submarine  batteries,  which  yrtiry  aoon  ex- 
ploded. The  second  one  was  freighted  with  powder,  cannon,  abot,  grape- 
balls,  &c.  Fearing  an  exptoeion  from  the  fired  boats — there  were  two  tr- 
getber — I  had  stopped  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand  yards;  bat  even  tber« 
our  skylights  were  broken  by  the  concussion,  tbe  light  npper  deck  wm 
raised  bodily,  doors  were  forced  open  and  locks  and  fastenings  ererywherc 
broken. 

The  whole  river,  for  half  a  mile  round  about,  was  completely  "  be&toi  np' 
by  the  falling  fragments  and  the  shower  of  shot,  grape,  balls,  dec.  Tbe  boow 
of  a  reported  Dnion  man  was  blown  to  pieces,  and  it  is  suspected  there  wa^ 
design  in  landing  tbe  boats  in  front  of  the  doomed  home.  The  Lexingto 
having  fallen  Bstern,  and  being  without  a  pilot  on  board,  f  concluded  to  wail 
for  both  of  the  boats  to  come  up.    Joined  by  them,  we  proceeded  op  the 
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river.  Lientenknt  CommaDdin^  Owin  had  destroyed  Bome  of  tbe  trestle- 
work  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  baming:  with  them  a  lot  of  camp  equipage. 
I.  N.  Broira,  forroerl;,  a  lientenant  in  the  navy,  now  signing  himself  "  Lieut. 
C.  S.  N.,"  had  fled  with  such  precipitation  as  to  leave  bis  papern  behind. 
These  Lientenant  Commanding  Owin  bronght  away,  and  I  send  them  to 
TOO,  as  they  give  an  official  history  of  the  ;«bel  floating  preparations  on  the 
Hisfliasippi,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee.  Lientenant  Brown  had  charge  of 
tbe  conatroction  of  gunboats. 

At  night  OB  the  7th  we  arrived  at  a  landing  in  Hardin  coanty,  Tennessee, 
known  as  Cerro  Gordo,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Elastport  being  con- 
verted into  a  gunboat  Armed  boat  crewa  were  immediately  sent  on  board, 
and  search  made  for  racaoB  of  deBtruction  that  might  have  been  deviaed. 
She  had  been  scnttled  and  \he  suction-pipes  broken.  These  leaks  were  soon 
sttipped.  A  number  of  rifle  shots  were  tired  at  our  vesselit,  but  a  couple  of 
sheila  diapersed  the  rebels.  On  examination  1  found  that  there  were  large 
quaotitiea  of  timber  and  lumber  prepared  for  fitting  up  tbe  Eastport;  that 
toe  vessel  itaetf — some  380  feet  long — was  in  excellent  condition,  and 
already  half-finished;  considerable  of  t)ie  plating  designed  for  her  was  lying 
on  the  bank,  and  everything  at  band  to  complete  her.  I  therefore  directed 
Lientenant  Commanding  Gwin  to  remain  with  the  Tyler  to  guard  the  prize 
and  to  load  the  lumber,  &a,  while  the  Lexington  and  Gonestoga  should  pro 
ceed  still  higher  up. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  the  8th  we  passed  Eaatport,  Miaaiasippi;  and  at 
Chickasaw,  farther  ap,  near  the  State  line,  seized  two  Bteamera,  the  Sallia 
Wood  and  Hnscle — tne  former  laid  np,  and  the  latter  freighted  with  iron 
destined  for  Richmond  and  for  rebel  use.  We  then  proceeded  on  up  the 
[iver,  entering  tbe  State  of  Alabama,  and  ascending  tbe  Florence  at  the  foot 
of  tbe  Muscle  Shoals.  On  coming  in  aight  of  the  town  three  steamers  were 
discovered,  which  were  immediately  bet  on  fire  by  the  rebels.  Some  shots 
were  fired  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  below.  A  force  was  landed, 
aud  considerable  qnantiUes  of  supplies,  marked  "  Fort  Henry,"  were  secured 
from  the  burning  wrecks.  Some  had  been  landed  and  stored.  These  1 
aeized,  putting  such  as  we  conid  bring  away  on  our  vessels,  and  destroying 
the  remainder.  No  fiats  or  other  craft  could  he  found.  I  found,  also,  more 
of  the  iron  and  plating  intended  for  the  Eastport. 

A  deputation  of  citizens  of  Florence  waited  npon  me,  first  desiring  that 
tiiey  might  be  made  able  to  quiet  the  fears  of  their  wives  and  daughters  with 
assorances  from  me  that  they  would  not  be  molested;  and  secondly,  praying 
that  I  would  not  destroy  their  railroad  bridge.  As  for  the  first,  I  told 
tbem  we  were  neither  ruffians  nor  savages,  and  that  we  toere  there  io  prolect 
front  taofence  and  Io  enforce  the  laio;  and  with  reference  to  the  second,  that 
if  the  bridge  were  away  we  could  ascend  no  higher,  and  that  it  could  po^ 
sesB  no  military  importance,  so  far  as  I  saw,  as  It  simply  connected  Flor- 
eaoe  itself  with  the  railroad  on  the  south  bank  nf  the  river. 

We  had  seized  three  of  their  steamers — one  the  haLffinished  gnnboat— 
and  had  forced  the  rebels  to  bum  six  others  loaded  with  supplies;  and  their 
loaa,  with  that  of  the  freight,  is  a  heavy  bluw  to  the  enemy.  Two  boats  are 
Htill  known  to  be  on  the  Tennessee,  and  are  doubtless  hidden  in  som^  of  the 
creeks,  where  we  shall  be  able  to  find  them  when  there  is  time  fur  tbe 
search.  We  returned,  on  the  night  of  tbe  8th,  to  where  the  Eastport  lay. 
The  crew  of  the  Tyler  had  already  gotten  on  board  of  the  prise  an  im- 
mense amount  of  Imnber,  &,c.  The  crews  of  the  three  boats  set  to  work  to 
fijiisii  the  undertaking,  and  we  have  brought  away  probably  250,000  feet  of 
the  best  quality  of  ship  and  building  lumber,  all  the  iron,  machinery,  spikes, 
plating,  nails,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  rebel  gunboats,  aud  I  caasod  the  miU 
to  be  destroyed  where  the  lumber  bad  been  sawed.  C^ooolr 
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Lientenant  Gomni&ndin^  Owin  had,  in  onr  absence,  enlisted  some  twentr- 
Sve  Tenneaseeaua,  who  gave  information  of  the  encampment  of  Ctilimt'l 
Drew's  rebel  regiment  at  Savannah,  Tennesaee.  A  portion  of  the  aix  «r 
seven  handred  men  were  known  to  be  "  pressed"  men,  and  all  were  bwlly 
armed.  After  consnltation  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk, 
1  determined  to  make  a  land  attack  upon  the  encampment.  Lieuteoitit 
Commanding  Shirk,  with  thirty  riflemea,  came  on  board  the  Coneetogs, 
leaving  his  vessel  to  guard  the  Eaatport,  aDd,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler, 
wu  proceeded  up  to  that  place,  prepared  to  land  130  riflcmeD  and  a  twelT^ 
ponuder  rifle  howitzer.  LienteDant  (jommanding  Gwin  took  command  of 
this  force  when  landed,  but  had  the  mortification  to  find  the  camp  deserted. 

The  rebels  bad  fled  at  I  o'clock  in  the  night,  leaving  considerable  qnu- 
tittes  of  arms,  clothing,  shoes,  camp  ntensils,  provisions,  implements,  &<:., 
all  of  which  were  secured  or  destroyed,  aud  their  winter  qnarters  of  log 
huts  were  burned.  I  seized,  also,  a  large  mail-bag,  and  send  yon  the  let- 
ters giving  military  information.  The  gunboats  were  then  dropped  down 
tu  a  point  where  arms,  gathered  under  the  rebel  "  press-law,"  had  been 
stored,  and  an  armed  party,  under  Second  Master  Gaudy,  of  the  Tyler,  sno 
ccedcd  in  seizing  about  seventy  rifles  and  fowling-pieces.  RetDrnin^  to 
Cerro  Gordo,  we  took  the  Eastport,  Sallie  Wood,  and  Uuscle  in  tuw,  and 
came  down  the  river  to  the  railroad  crossing.  The  Muscle  sprang  a  leak, 
and  all  efforts  failing  to  prevent  her  sinking,  we  were  forced  to  abanduo 
her,  and  wilh  ber  a  considerable  tjaantity  of  fine  lumber.  We  are  having 
Imnble  iu  getting  through  the  draw  of  the  bridge  here. 

I  now  come  to  the,  to  me,  the  most  interesting  portion  of  this  report — om 
which  lias  already  become  lengthy;  but  I  must  trust  you  will  find  some  ei- 
cuse  for  this  in  the  fact  that  it  embraces  a  history  of  labor  and  movements, 
dayand  night,  from  the  6tb  to  the  lOtb  of  the  month,  all  of  which  detaila  I 
deem  it  proper  to  give  you.  We  have  met  wUh  the  mott  gniifying  prooft '/ 
loyaJty  everywhere  across  Jhtvesste  and  in  the  portions  ^  MisauMj^  tmd  Aia- 
bmna  we  visited.  Most  affecting  instances  greyed  us  afrnori  hmtrly.  MfH. 
women,  and  children  several  times  gathered  in  crotcds  of  hundreds,  shonlrd 
their  wdcome,  and  hailed  their  national  fiag  with  an  enthvsiotm  thav  teas  m 
mistaking;  it  was  genuine  and  heartfdi.  These  pfeople  braved  everything  lo 
f^o  to  the  river  bank,  where  a  sight  of  their  flag  might  once  more  be  en- 
joyed, and  they  have  experienced,  as  tbey  related,  every  possible  form  nf 
persecntion.  Tears  flowed  freely  down  the  cheeks  of  roeu  as  well  as  of 
women,  and  there  were  those  who  had  fought  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at 
Uouttrie,  who,  in  this  manner,  testified  to  their  joy. 

This  dieplayof  feeling  and  sense  of  gladness  at  our  snccess,  and  the  hopes 
it  created  in  the  breasts  of  so  many  people  in  the  heart  of  the  confedersc}', 
astonished  us  not  a  little,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  would  not  have  failed  to 
witness  it  for  any  consideration.  I  trust  it  has  given  ns  alt  a  higher  scum 
of  the  sacred  character  of  onr  present  duties.  1  was  assured  at  Savanuab, 
that  of  the  several  hundred  troops  there,  more  than  one-half,  had  we  goor 
to  the  attack  in  time,  would  have  hailed  us  as  deliverers  and  gladly  e&ltstrtl 
with  the  national  force. 

In  Tennessee  the  people  generally,  in  their  enthusiasm,  braved  Bere«- 
sionists  and  spoke  their  views  freely;  but  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama  what 
was  said  was  guarded.  "If  toe  dared  lo  express  ourselves  freely,  you  womJ 
hear  such  a  thoul  greeting  your  coming  as  you  never  heard."  "  We  know  tberr 
arc  many  Unionists  among  us,  but  a  reign  of  terror  makes  us  afraid  of  onr 
shadows, "  We  were  told,  too,  "bring  us  a  small  organized  force,  with 
arms  and  nmmunitiuu  for  us,  and  we  can  maintain  our  piisition  and  pnt 
down  rebellion  in  onr  midst"  There  were,  it  is  true,  whole  commonilies 
who,  OD  our  approach,  fled  to  tbe  woods;  but  these  were  where  tbeie  was 
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IfftB  of  the  loy&l  elenaeDt,  and  where  the  fleeioff  steamers  in  advance  had 
spread  take  uf  uur  cuming  with  firebrands,  bumiu^,  destroying,  ravishing, 
and  plundering. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  have  had  a  very  laborious  time,  but  have 
evinced  a  spirit  in  the  work  highly  creditable  to  them.    Lieutenant  Com- 
mandiDg  Gwin  and  Shirk  have  been  untiring,  and  i  owe  to  tbem  and  to  their 
officers  many  obligations  for  oar  entire  sncceas. 
I  am,  respecllully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S  L.  PHELPS, 
Lieutenant  Chmmanding,  United  Slates  Navy. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foon, 

Comvumdirig  Jfaval  foroee  Weilem  Watera. 


Flag-Qffioer  Fookfs  retort  <f  attack  on  Fort  Donelaon,  February  H,  with  litt 
ofcamattieB. 

Flaq-Ship  St.  Louis, 
Near  Fort  DoneUon,  Cumbetiand  River,  Fdtruary  16,  1869. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that,  at  the  urgent  re- 
qaest  of  Hajor  General  Halleck  and  General  Grant,  who  regarded  the 
movement  as  a  military  necessity,  although  not,  in  my  opinion,  properly 
prepared.  I  made  an  attack  <m  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  the  14th  instant,  at 
3  o'clock  p.  m.,  with  four  iron-clad  and  two  wuoden  gunboats,  the  St.  Louis, 
Carondelet,  Louiaville,  and  Pittsburg,  and  the  Tyler  and  (Jonestoga.  After 
a  severe  fight  uf  an  hour  and  a  half,  being  in  the  latter  of  the  action  less 
than  foar  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  the  wheel  of  this  vessel,  by  a  shot 
throagb  her  pilot-house,  was  carried  away;  the  tiller-ropes  of  the  Louisville 
were  also  disabled  by  a  shot,  which  rendered  the  two  boats  wholly  un< 
manageable,  and  they  drifted  down  the  river,  the  relieving  tackles  not  being 
able  to  steer  or  control  them  in  the  rapid  current.  The  two  remaining  boats, 
the  Pittsburg  and  Carondelct,  were  also  greatly  damaged  between  wind  and 
water,  and  soon  followed  ua  aa  the  enemy  rapidly  renewed  the  fire  as  we 
drifted  helplessly  down  the  river.  This  vessel,  the  St.  Louis,  alone  received 
fifty-nine  shots,  four  of  tbem  between  wind  and  water;  one  in  the  pilot- 
house, naortally  wounding  the  pilot  and  others,  requiring  some  time  to  put 
ber  in  repair.  There  were  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded  in  this  attack, 
which,  notwithstanding  our  disadvantages,  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose ^ould,  in  fifteen  minutes  more,  could  the  action  have  been  continued, 
have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  two  forts  bearing  upon  us.  The  enemy's 
fire  had  materially  slackened,  and  he  was  running  from  his  batteries,  when 
the  tfvo  gunboats  helplessly  drifted  down  the  river  from  disabled  steering 
apparatoe,  au  the  relieving  tackles  could  not  control  the  helm  in  the  strong 
carrent,  when  the  fleeing  enemy  returned  to  their  guns  and  again  reopened 
fire  apon  us  from  the  river  batteries  which  We  had  silenced. 

The  enemy  must  have  brought  over  twenty  heavy  gnns  to  bear  upon  our 
boats  from  the  water  batteries  and  ^e  main  fort  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  while 
we  could  only  return  the  fire  with  twelve  bow-guns  from  the  four  boats.  One 
riflo  gJJa  aboard  the  Carondi;let  burst  during  the  action. 

The  officers  and  men  in  this  hotly-contested  but  unequal  fight  behaved 
with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  determination,  all  deploring  the  accident 
vvhicb  rendered  two  gunboats  suddenly  helpless  in  the  narrow  river  and 
flwift  carrent. 

On  consultation  with  General  Grant  and  my  own  officers,  as  mj  services, 
nntil  we  can  repair  damages  by  bringing  op  a  competent  force  from  Cairo  to 
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attack  tiie  fort,  are  macfa  lesa  required  bere  than  tbe^  are  at  Cairo,  I  itikll 

Croceed  to  that  poiDt  with  two  of  the  disabled  boats,  leaving  the  two  otben 
ere  to  protect  the  trausports,  aod,  with  all  despatch,  prepare  the  morUr 
bo&t«  and  the  Benton,  with  other  boats,  to  make  an  effectual  attack  opon 
Fort  DoueUon, 

I  have  sent  the  Tyler  to  the  Tennessee  river  to  render  impasaabk  the 
bridge,  bo  as  to  prevent  the  rebels  at  Culumbus  re-enforcing  their  arm;  at 
Fort  Dontlson.     I  am  informed  tliat  the  rebel  batteries  were  served  with  the 
beat  gnnuera  from  ColambuB.     I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  casualties. 
Yery  respectfully,  jour  obedinnt  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE. 
Flag- Officer,  Com'dg  U.  8.  Naval  Forcet,  Weakm  Wakn. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  <^  the  Naay,  Wtuhington,  D.  0, 

GASUALTISS. 

S.  Zovia.— Killed:  Charles  W.  Baker,  ship's  cook;  F.  A.  Riley,  pilnl 
Wounded:  Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote;  R.  0.  Baldwin,  pilot;  Charles  Snith, 
boatswain's  mate;  R.  H.  Medill,  carpenter;  Antonio  Caldeno,  Thomas  Kirk- 
bam,  W  S.  Coon,  and  John  Thompson,  seamen. 

Caronddfi. — Killed:  Albert  Richardaon,  Joseph  G.  Laycock,  Albert  Hut- 
bam,  and  William  Duff,  seamen.  Wounded:  William  Hin ton,  pilot,  (siDce 
dead;)  Samuel  Brooks,  3d  assistant  engineer;  John  Doherty,  second  muter; 
Thomas  Brown,  captain  of  gun;  Richard  Hahoney,  quartermaster;  John  He- 
Bride,  ship's  cook;  Owen  Canty,  James  Plant,  James  Brown,  Patrick  Langb- 
|in,  Edward  Green,  Owen  Conly,  Henry  Smith,  Patrick  Sullivan,  John  Owes, 
William  B,  Roney,  James  UcFadden,  John  Diamond,  Amos  Dutch,  Sicbaid 
O'Brien,  William  Johnson,  Patrick  O'Brien,  William  Thielman,  Benjamin  Ed- 

S>r,  Henry  Anderson,  Daniel  P.  Charles,  John  Doughty,  John  Uuipfaj,  John 
cCnnnell,  seamen. 

PittAuTg. — Wounded:  Charles  Merwin  and  George  Smitii,  seamen. 
ZouMviUe. — Killed :  James  Curtiss,  E.  W.  Avilla,  Charles  Billips,  and  Johi 
Williams,  seamen.   Wounded:  Michael  Kelley,  E.S. Collins,  William  Bigsiw 
John  Paul,  Charles  Might. 


a^art  tfptH  CafcM  ly  CtmMd  bt  Urn  tOaA  m  Art  Da^mm. 

UNitn  States  Oukboat  CaaoKniLn, 
CwnherUmd  River,  Febrvary  !»,  IMS. 

Sir:  I  hereby  report  the  part  which  the  gunboat  Carondelet  took  in  tbe 
bombardment  of  Fort  Donelson  on  tbe  14th  instant.  Agreeably  to  yoor  ia- 
strnctions,  we  weighed  anchor  at  S  p.  m.,  and  steamed  np  tbe  river,  alovlf 
approaching  the  fort,  and  keeping  a  little  in  advance  of  our  position  on  you 
extreme  left  against  the  eastern  bank  of  tbe  river. 

At  8  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  fort,  0(»tiDii- 
ing  a  deliberate  and  well-directed  firing  from  tbe  instant  your  vessel  eon 
menced,  and  kept  op  tbe  same  until  about  6.30  p.  m.  and  until  all  the  fleet 
had  dropped  down  Uie  river  out  of  the  enemy's  range. 

During  the  engagement  one  of  our  rifled  guns  burst,  about  5  p.  ol,  o<s 
officers  and  men  serving  the  remaining  two  guns  faithfully  as  long  as  tbe 
enemy  were  within  reach.  We  suffered  most  severely  in  the  latter  part  «f 
the  action  being  disabled  by  a  shot  striking  our  wheel-house  and  jamning 
the  wheel,  and  being  the  last  ont  of  the  enemy's  reach. 

I  am  sorry  to  add  that  an  8-iiicb,  apparently  from  our  flc^a,  bu 
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of  as,  ttiG  fragments  of  which  penetrated  our  caeemRte.  We  vere  atrnck 
with  35  of  the  enemy's  shot,  ISS-ponuders  to  32-pounders  solid.  Fuur  of  our 
crew  were  killed  and  thitty-two  woanded,  some  dangeronsly,  one  of  whom  is 
(mr  pilot;  in  all,  forty-six  wonnded  since  the  battle  and  capture  of  Fort 
HeDTT.  Our  boats  were  so  much  cut  op  that  I  have  but  one  fit  for  service. 
We  leak  badly  forward  and  aft,  and  require  extensive  repairs  above  and 
below  water-mark  and  in  almost  every  department. 

The  officers  and  crew  on  duty  conducted  tfaemselves  with  admirable  cool- 
DESi  and  fidelity  during  the  eng^ement;  but  I  mnst,  in  justice  to  J.  R.Hall, 
gunner  United  States  navy,  and  Edward  £.  Breuard,  master's  mate,  state  that 
their  iutrepid  and  efficient  conduct,  under  all  emergencies,  deserves  my  hi^ 
eat  commendation. 

We  are  in  want  of  coal,  provisions  and  amronnition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  WALKE, 
Commander  Uniied  States  Navy. 

Flag-Offlcer  A.  H.  Poote; 

Commanding  United  SUUea  Naval  Forces,  Wettem  Waiera. 

P.  S.— As  we  dropped  out  of  tbe  action  the  Pittsburg,  as  she  turned,  strock 
as  on  onr  starboara  qnarter,  and  broke  off  our  atarbc«rd  rudder  iron. 


Qiao,  FOrvmy  11,  1869. 

Sm:  I  forwarded  a  despatch  this  morning,  annouDciDg  tbe  fall  or  capture 
irfFort  DoDelson  by  the  army. 

I  leave  immediately,  with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  ClarksviUe  with  eight 
mortar  boats  and  two  iron-clad  boata,  with  tbe  Conestoga,  (wooden  boat,)  as 
tbe  river  is  falling  rapidly.  The  other  iron-clad  boats  are  bndly  cut  up,  and 
reqnire  extensive  repairs.  I  have  sent  one  of  tbe  boats  already  siuce  my 
tetam,  aad  ordered  a  second  to  follow  me,  which  with  eight  mortar  boats  I 
bope  to  cariy  Clarkaville. 

I  have  no  further  information  than  that  communicated  by  telegram  this 
morning.  Enclosed  are  papers  from  Commanders  Walke  and  Dove,  referring 
to  matters  the  day  before  and  the  day  after  an  attack  npon  Fort  Donelson, 
which  fort  we  sadly  disabled  in  the  fight  of  the  14th. 

My  foot  is  much  inflamed;  but  with  care,  the  surgeon  considers,  will  soon 
be  better,  as  I  have  two  days'  rest  on  board  the  Conestoga  before  reaching 
Clarksville.  I  leave  FleetXaptain  Pennock  in  charg^,  who  is  performing 
eioellent  service;  bat  we  are  sadly  in  want  of  men.  I  have  ordered  150  car- 
penters to  repair  damages. 

Tbe  department  will  please  ezcuae  this  hast;  communication,  as  I  most 
leave  immediately,  and  every  moment  of  my  time  is  occupied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectAiUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-CafOmn. 

Hod.  OnnoN  Wsllbb, 

Setsrelary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Sanford,  on  his  return  with  the  ammu- 
oiMoD  steamers,  now  at  Cincinuati,  to  inform  the  ordnance  department  of  the 
loss  or  disabling  of  one  gun  and  gun-cairiage.  Please  inform  that  depart- 
oenl.  A.  H.  F. 
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Bgioft  qf' 


United  States  OtrNBOiT  CAKOVDEi.m', 
Near  Fort  Donelson,  Cumberland  River,  Fd>ruary  15,  1861 

Sm:  I  arrived  here  (towed  bj  the  Alpe)  od  the  12th  iDBtant,  about  lliO 
a.  m-,  and  aeeiug  or  hearing  nothing  of  our  army,  I  threw  a  few  shell  ioto 
Fort  DonelBoii  to  announce  my  arrival  to  General  Grant,  as  he  bad  previously 
desired.  I  then  dropped  down  the  river  a  few  miles  and  anchored  for  the 
night,  awaiting  General  Grant's  arrival.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 3tb  instant 
I  weighed  anchor  and  came  again  to  this  place,  when  I  received  a  deapttih 
from  General  Grant,  notifying  me  of  his  arrival  the  day  befort,  "and  succeeded 
in  getting  position  almost  entirely  investing  the  enemy's  works.  Most  of  onr 
batteries  (he  writes)  are  established,  and  the  remainder  soon  will  be.  If  yi>a 
will  advance  with  your  gunboats  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  will  be  ready  to  tiibe 
advantage  of  our  division  ia  our  favor."  I  immediately  complied  with  theite 
instructions  by  throwing  some  139  15"  and  10"  shell  into  the  fort,  receiviog, 
in  return,  tbe  enemy's  fire  from  all  their  batteiies,  most  of  their  shot  pssaiDg 
over  IIS,  and  but  two  striking  us,  one  of  which  was  a  138-ponnd  solid  It 
passed  through  our  port  caeemate  forward;  glancing  over  our  barricade  at 
the  boilers,  and  again  over  tbe  steam-drum,  it  struck,  and  bursting  our  ateaiu- 
beater,  fell  into  the  engine-room  wiibout  striking  any  person,  altbungh  tbe 
splinters  wounded  slightly  some  half  dozen  of  the  crew.  I  then  dropped 
down  to  this  anchorage,  but  the  sound  of  distant  firing  being  heard,  vre  again 
attacked  the  fort,  throwing  in  some  45  shell  and  receiving  but  little  damage. 

I  returned  to  this  place  to  wait  for  further  orders,  when  I  received  a 
second  dcpatch  from  General  Grant  that  yon  were  expected  in  tbe  following 
morning. 

I  am,  sir,  most  reepcctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander,  Untied  Slates  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Poors, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  III 


B^ert  <f  CvmiaKAr  Den. 

United  Statrb  Gukboit  Lotiisvilli, 

Off  Dover,  Ftbruary  16,  18S2. 

Sir:  At  S(  p.  tn.  yesterday,  shortly  after  yonr  departure,  I  received  the 
enclosed  despatch  (Mo.  1)  from  General  Grant. 

It  seemed  of  so  much  importance  for  ns  to  keep  np  a  show  of  force  that  I 
decided  not  to  accompany  the  Pittsbui^  down  the  river.  I  immediately 
went  on  board  the  Carondelet  and  St.  Louis,  Vo  see  their  condition  and  cuft- 
sult  with  their  commanders. 

Tbe  Carondelet  could  not  well  be  moved,  but  I  ordered  np  the  St  Louis 
and  followed  np  with  this  vessel.  The  St.  Louis  threw  a  few  shells,  and 
towards  dark  both  vessels  returned  to  their  former  anchorage. 

At  8)  p.  m.  yesterday  I  received  the  despatch  marked  No.  3,  and  eariy 
this  morning  went  on  board  the  vessels  to  give  instructions.  The  condition 
of  the  Caroodelet's  wounded  would  not  allow  them  to  be  moved  or  the  guns 
to  be  used.  I  sent  my  own  and  those  of  the  St.  Louis  on  board  of  one  of 
the  transports,  and  got  under  way;  steaming  up  towards  tbe  batteries  at 
Fort  Donelson,  both  vessels  cleared  fur  action. 

On  approaching  near  enough,  two  white  flags  were  aeen  fljioK  frnn  tlte 
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npper  one.  I  then  Btopped  the  gnnbnftts  and  proceeded  in  the  tng,  with  a 
wbite  flag  fljing,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  below  the  fort.  I  waa 
met  by  a  major,  who  offered  me  his  Bword,  which  I  declined  to  receive, 
thinking  it  most  proper  to  coosnlt  with  General  Grant.  I  took  the  major 
OQ  board  the  tug  and  proceeded  up  to  General  finckner'a  headquarters, 
wbere  I  found  General  Wallace  and  his  aide.  General  Grant  arrived  about 
half  an  hour  afterwards.  The  fort  bad  surrendered,  but  what  the  conditboB 
were  I  was  not  olficiall;  informed. 

The  transports  are  all  up  at  Dover,  to  receive  the  prisoners.  The  Caron- 
delet,  being  most  disabled  nf  the  gunboats,  will  go  down  this  afternoou. 

I  will  remain  here  with  this  vessel  and  the  St.  Louis  nntil  further  orders, 
or  until  the  fall  of  the  river  compels  me  to  go  down.  The  St.  Louis  will 
make  a  short  reconnoissance  up  the  river,  at  General  Grant's  suggestion, 
this  aflemoon.     This  vessel  will  remain  off  the  town. 

The  Graham  arrived  b>daj  with  the  mortar  and  gunboat  ammnuition. 
Ver;  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

B£NJ.  M.  DOTE,  Commander. 

Flsg-OScerA.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Mimeappi  FlotiUa, 


Fhg-Offioer  Foot^t  report  of  conlempiaied  reconnoismnce  to  Columbug,  Fei>- 
rvary  23,  enclosing  l^egram  and  proclamation. 

Fuo-Stejuiik  Gonestooa,  FAruary  S2,  1862. 
Sib:  Afler  having  telegraphed  for  several  hours  with  General  OuIInm,  tha 
chief  of  General  HaJleck's  staff  here,  and  finding  that  nothing  definite  could 
be  ascertained,  I  ran  down  here;  and  to4norrow  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  I  go 
down  witii  General  Cullura,  and  four  gunboats  and  two  mortar  boats,  on  an 
armed  reconnoissance  to  Columbus,  to  see  the  condition  of  things  at  that 
point.  I  am  excessively  hurried  to  get  ready,  and  please  ezcnse  this  letter. 
I  send  copy  cf  my  first  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  3us., 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Officer. 

HotL  OlDEON  WbLLIS, 

Secretorg  cf  the  Aauy. 
I  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  yon  yesterday.  A.  H.  F, 


United  Stats h  Plao-Steauer  Conbbtooa, 

Clarksvdle,  Tenn.,  February  20,  1863. 

We  have  possession  of  Clarksville.  The  citizens  being  alarmed,  two- 
thirds  of  them  have  fl£d,  and,  having  espressed  my  views  and  intentions  to 
the  mayor  and  Hon.  Cave  Johnson,  at  their  request  I  have  issued  a  proclaraa^ 
tion  assuring  all  peaceably-disposed  persons  that  they  may  with  safety 
resume  their  business  avocations,  requiring  only  the  military  stores  and 
equipments  to  be  given  up,  and  holding  the  authorities  responsible  that  this 
stiall  be  done  without  reservation. 

I  left  Fort  Donelson  yesterday,  with  the  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing  Phelps,  and  the  Cairo,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant,  on  an  armed 
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•nd  chief  of  General  Ontnt'sBtaff,  who,  with  Lieutenant  GommKndingPbelpt, 
took  posiieesiuii  of  the  principal  fort  and  hoisted  tlie  Union  fiaff.  A  UdIod 
sentiment  manifested  itself  as  we  came  up  the  river.  The  reucls  have  re- 
treated to  Nashville,  baring  set  fire,  againet  the  retnonetrancea  of  the  dti- 
zens,  to  the  splendid  railroad  bridge  across  Ibe  Cnmberland  river. 

I  return  to  Fort  Donelson  today  for  another  gnnboat  and  aix  or  eight  taar- 
tar  boats,  with  which  I  propose  to  proceed  np  the  Cnmberland.  The  rebeli 
all  have  a  terror  of  the  gnnboats.  One  of  them,  a  short  diatauce  abon 
Fort  Donelson,  had  prcvionsly  fired  an  iron  rolling  mill  belonging  to  Eoo. 
John  Bell,  which  bad  been  used  by  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  POOTE, 
Flag-C^bser,  Oimaiumding  Naval  Fbrcea,  Weatem  Walat. 
Hon.  Omaotr  Wnua, 

Secretary  <^  the  Navy. 


PBOCLAHATION 

7b  the  wOuintanit  cf  C3arksviUe,  Tennessee. 

At  the  inggestion  of  the  Hon.  Gave  Johnson,  Judge  Wisdom,  and  Ow 
mayor  of  the  city,  who  called  upon  me  yesterday,  after  our  hoisting  the 
Union  flag  and  taking  possession  of  the  forte,  to  ascertain  my  views  and  in- 
tentions towards  the  citizens  and  private  property,  I  hereby  announce  to  ill 
peace  ably -disposed  persons  that  neither  in  their  persons  nor  in  their  property 
shall  they  suffer  moleatatioD  by  me  or  the  naval  force  vnder  my  conroand, 
and  that  they  may  in  safety  resume  theii  busiDess  avocationa  with  the  sms- 
ranee  of  my  protection. 

At  the  same  time  X  require  tbat  all  military  stores  and  army  equipment! 
ahull  be  surrendered,  no  part  of  them  being  withheld  or  destroyed ;  tod 
further,  that  no  secession  flagi  or  manifestation  of  secession  feeling,  sbill 
be  exhibited;  and  for  the  faithful  observance  of  these  conditions  I  shall  bold 
the  authorities  of  the  city  responaible. 

ANDREW  H.  POOTE, 
liig-Offieer,  Oommmding  Naval  Forom,  WetlemWidtn. 

U.  S.  Pua-SnAMEB  GoNssroaA, 

OlarktmUe,  Ibnn.,  February  20,  1869. 


Jly  Offlctt  neH  to  Omunl  CU<—  atwrt  ■criiy  at  JITadtigh. 

PuccAH,  Febrvary  91, 1869. 
General  Grant  and  myself  consider  this  a  good  time  to  move  on  Xaih- 
ville.  Six  mortar  boats  and  two  iroa-ctad  steamers  can  precede  the  troopi 
and  shell  the  forts.  We  were  about  moving  for  this  porpose,  when  General 
Grant,  to  my  astonishment,  reoetved  a  telegram  from  General  Halleck, 
"  Not  to  let  the  gunboats  go  higher  than  Clarksville."  No  tel^ram  wu 
sent  to  me. 

The  Cumberland  is  in  a  good  stage  of  water,  and  General  Grant  and  I 
believe  we  can  take  Nashville.  Please  ask  General  Halleck  if  we  ahall  do 
It  We  will  talk  per  telegraph,  Captain  Phelps  representing  me  in  the 
office,  as  I  am  still  oa  crutches, 

A.  H.  POOTE,  Flag-Qfioir. 
General  CnLUiK,  Cairo. 
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a  Ck)tvmbua,  Ky,,  F^trvary 

UmtBt  S/tats  Fuo-Stbahib  Cincinhati, 
JIG«nas^3fM  Rioer,  near  Oohimbat,  Ky.,  February  23,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  company  with  General  Cullum, 
dief  of  Oeneral  Halleck's  staff,  with  four  iron-clad  boats,  two  mnrtar  boats, 
and  three  transports,  containing  one  thousand  men,  I  made  this  day  a 
reconnoissance  in  force  towards  Columbus  to  ascertain  its  condition  ;  and 
wheD  near  the  batteries  a  flag  of  truce  came  out  to  communicate  witb  us, 
the  rEsnIt  of  which  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosed  papers.  The  object  of  the 
recoDnoisaance  being  attained,  and  finding  that  fire  from  the  mortars  wonld 
levl  tbe  enemy  to  plant  guns  wbere  they  coald  reach  them  with  tbeir  bat- 
teries shnald  we  again  npeu  upon  them  witb  a  larger  number  of  mortars,  I 
GODcluded  to  return  to  Cairo  ;  and  there  we  must  remain  nntil  the  gon  and 
mortar  boats  are  completed,  as  otherwise  tbe  flotilla  will  be  demoralized  fur 
want  of  time  and  means  to  properly  prepare  for  active  service.  Tbe  army 
will  not  move  without  gunboats,  yet  the  gunboats  are  not  in  condition  to 
act  offensively  at  present.  On  this  subject  I  will  soon  write  more  fully.  A 
telegram  will  be  sent  the  department  on  my  arrival  at  Cairo,  referring  to 
the  events  of  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Ogker,  Sc 
Hon,  OiDKOH  Wellks, 

Secretary  t^  the  Navy. 

P.  3. — Columbus  evinces  no  signs  of  an  evacuation  or  dismonnting  guns. 
Tbe  batteries  seen  to  be  intact,  and  we  saw  great  numbers  of  tents  and 
troops. 

A.  H.  P. 


HEADQnABTERa  FutsT  Diviaioy  Wzbtkrs  Defiktiibnt, 

Columbua,  Ky.,  February  22, 1863. 
Prcenming  yon  will  be  willing  to  reciprocate  the  courtesy  shown  to  the 
families  of  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  after  the  battle  of  Belmont,  in 
allowiijg  them  tu  visit  those  officers  who  were  prisoners  within  my  lines,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  sending  up,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  the  families  of  several 
of  our  officers  who  were  captnred  at  Donelson.  These  are  the  families  of 
General  Buckner,  Colonels  Hawson  and  Hedeira.  They  are  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Russell,  Mr.  Vance,  and  Stockdale,  as  escorts^  also  by  Mr.  Mass. 

Hoping  you  may  find  it  convenient  to  send  these  ladies  forward  to  their 
hasbande,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  FOLK, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
The  OoMVAHDiifo  Ofpiceb  U.  S.  Forcis,  Oairo,  III. 


TJnitko  Statbs  Fuo-Stbahbr  CicwctNUAn, 
Manssippi  River,  near  Golumbiu,  Ky.,  Ftitruary  23,  1862. 
GcKEiui. :  Tour  letter  of  the  S2d  instant,  received  to-day  by  the  hands  of 
Captain  Blake  under  a  flag  of  truce,  nearly  wUhin  range  of  your  guns,  and 
in  the  pretence  ^  our  armed  forces,  at  half-past  twelve  n'clodc  to-day,  will  btf 
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anawered  to-morrow  by  a  &Ag  of  truce  at  tbe  same  poiat  of  the  river  ti 
which  this  waa  received. 

Very  reapectfally,  yoar  obedient  aervant, 

ANDREW  H.  FOOTS, 
Flag-Offioer  Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Woftem  Waten. 
GEO.  W.  CULLUM.  Brig.  Oen^ 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Engineer*,  Dqiartment  of  Mistouri. 
Major  General  L.  Polk, 

Commanding  at  ColumbuB,  Ky. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  Bryant  lo  Flag-Officer  Foote,  reporting  arrival  at 
NaahvUie,  February  25,  1862. 

GcNBtfAT  Caiho, 
NaghviSe,  Tenn  ,  Fdtruary  25,  1881 
Sir  :  Uncertain  that  my  letter  of  tbe  23d  reached  yiu,  I  repeat  tUat  I 
departed  from  Clarkaville  for  thia  point  by  the  request  of  Brigadier  General 
Smith,  commanding  at  Clarksville,  and  arrived  here  this  muniiug,  preceding 
seven  steamboats,  conveying  an  array  commanded  by  Brigadier  General 
Nelson.  The  troops  landed  without  oppoaitioa  The  banks  ufthe  river  are 
free  from  any  hostile  force.  Tbe  railroad  and  suBpeoaioa  bridges  here  are 
destroyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  C.  BRYANT, 
lAeulenaat  Cwnman^g. 
Fiag-Officer  A.  H.  Foots, 

Commanding  Flotilla,  dbc. 


Flag-Officer  Foote  endows  reports  tf  LievierMii\»   Commandiju/  Owin  and 
Shirk  qf  aUack  on  PilUi>urg,  Ihrnesaee,  March  1, 1862. 

Caibo,  JlarcA  S,  1S63. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  reports  made  to  me  by  LientenanU 
Commanding  Gwin  and  Shirk,  of  tbe  gunboats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  a 
synopsis  of  which  I  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  on  their  receipt    1 
cannot  too  highly  commend  tbe  cautious,  judicious,  and  bold  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Qwin  and  his  command  in  the  service.    1  ban 
ataigned  him  on  the  Tennessee  river.    I  regret  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  gf 
np  tbe  Tenneaaee  in  person;  bnt  the  more  important  attack  upon  Colnmhns 
tomorrow  with  five  gunboats,  four  mortar  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieotenaat 
Commanding  Phelps,  and  the  regiments,  renders  my  presence  at  that  point 
absolutely  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  fl.  FOOTE,  Hag-Offica; 
Com^g  V.  8.  Nauil  Forcen  on  Iht  Weattrn  Water*. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wiixes, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaAingfon,  D.  C. 
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JEfporl  ^  tieutmmd  Oaamanitr  Omn. 

UniteI)  States  Gunboat  Ttlbr, 

Savannah,  TennsuBee,  March  1.  1863. 
Sra;  Having  learned  that  the  rebels  h&d  occupied  and  were  fortifying  a 
place  cfllled  Pittsburg,  nine  miles  above,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  (ttie 
best  point  in  the  river  for  that  parpose,]  I  df^termined  to  attack  them. 

At  IS  m.  the  Tyler,  followed  by  tlie  IiexingtoD,  Ueutenant  Oommanding 
Shirk,  proceeded  np  the  river.  When  within  twelve  hnndred  yards  of 
Pittsburg  we  were  opened  upon  by  the  rebel  batteries,  consisting,  as  well 
u  we  could  determine,  of  six  or  eight  field-pieces,  some  rifled.  Getting 
within  one  thonsand  yards,  the  Tyler  and  Lexington  opened  a  well-directed 
6k,  ood  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  their  batteries. 

We  then  proceeded  abreast  of  the  place,  and,  under  the  cover  of  grape 
and  caniater,  landed  two  armed  boats  from  each  vessel,  containing,  besides 
their  crews,  a  portion  of  company  "  C,"  Captain  Thaddeus  Phillips,  and  com- 
pany "K,"  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  of  the  82d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers,  (sharpHhooters.^  Second  Master  Jason  Goody  commaoded  the 
bMt«  of  the  Tyler,  and  Second  Master  Martin  Dunn  commanded  the  boats 
of  the  Lexiogton.  The  landing  was  successfully  sccomplished ;  and  this 
small  force  actnally  drove  back  the  rebels  and  held  them  in  check  until 
they  accomplished  their  difficult  object,  which  was  to  discover  their  real 
strength  and  purpose,  and  to  destroy  a  house  in  close  proximity  to  where 
the  batteries  had  been  placed. 

I  foond  that,  in  addition  to  their  artillery,  they  had  a  force  of  not  less 
than  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  In  conclnaion,  1 
have  to  state  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory.  Their  batteries 
were  itilenced  in  a  short  time,  the  landing  was  effected,  the  house  destroyed, 
and  we  discovered  from  their  breastworks  that  they  were  preparing  to 
fortify  strongly  this  point 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  his  vessel  was  handled.  My  thanks  are  due  to 
Captain  Phillips,  Lieutenant  Rider,  and  their  men,  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  they  charged  up  the  hill,  drove  back  and 
held  in  check  the  rebels,  until  the  boats'  crews  had  effected  the  destruction 
of  the  house  designated.  The  ofBcers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  with 
the  greatest  spirit  and  enthusiasm.  Much  praise  is  due  to  First  Master 
Edward  Shaw  and  Third  Master  James  Martin  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  batteries  were  worked.  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention 
to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Second  Master  Jason  Uoudy,  in  charge  of  the 
boats  insliore,  who  succeeded  in  destroying  the  house  under  such  heavy 
fire,  and  Oanner  Hermann  Peters,  in  charge  of  the  howitzer,  who  displayed 
the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  although  exposed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the 
enemy,  all  but  one  of  his  men  having  been  wounded.  My  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Pilots  Herier  and  Sebastian  for  their  coolness  under  such  a  tremen- 
dous fire  of  musketry,  our  vessel  being  perfectly  riddled  with  balls.  My 
aid,  Acting  Paymaster  William  B.  Coleman,  rendered  me  valuable  assist- 
ance daring  the  action. 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  to  Cairo  with  the  transport 
Tzetta,  loaded  with  the  balance  of  the  wheat  I  left  at  Clifton.  I  shall  remain 
ubout  here,  paying  Pittsburg  a  daily  visit,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  the 
rebels  from  accomplishing  ^eir  object.  Gaptain  Shirk  will  lay  before  yon 
the  importance  of  keeping  open  this  as  well  as  all  other  points  above  here. 
I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  the  rebels  have  suine  1,000 
troopa  in  Florence,  6,000  or  6,000  in  and  about  Eastport  and  luka,  (near. 
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Bear  Creek  bridge,)  and  that  they  are  fortifjiog  in  that  Ticinity.    Ton  will 
therefore  sec  thu  neceBsitj  of  my  remttining  bere. 

We  expended  ninety-fire  tihells,  thirty  stand  of  grape,  ten  of  cuiisler,  and 
aixty-seven  ronnds  of  shrapnell,  grape,  &c.,  from  howitzer. 

Enclosed  is  the  report  of  casualties,  bv  Acting  Asaititant  Surgeon  T.  H. 
Kearney,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  liis  unremitting  attention  to  the 
wounded.  I  feel  confident  that  we  iitflicted  a  severe  loaa  on  the  enemy,  u 
several  bodies  were  seen  on  the  ground,  and  many  seen  to  &II.  I  >1m 
enclose  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  your  approbation,  I  have  the  baau  to 
be,  &c., 

WM.  GWIN, 
Lieut.  Comd'g  Divuion  tf  Gunboatt  on  Tmiunee  Aioer. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Poote, 

Commanding  Navai  Forces  in  Weglem  Walen. 


IMif<amaiimtKiUiiMilKaiai!limttPitlibiwt,7iMMm,  Monk  I,  18<t. 

On  the  gunboat  Tyler:  Pleasant  Oilbert,  seaman,  ganshot  wound  of  leg, 
necesaitating  amputation  of  the  limb ;  Crawford  T.  Hill,  seaman,  ganibut 
wound  of  forearm;  John  Matthews,  seaman,  gunshot  (fleah)  wound  cf  dtuol- 
der,  alight;  O.  W.  Sbull,  seamau,  gunshot  wound  of  back,  ali^t;  Robert 
Bell,  aeaman,  gunshot  wound  of  arm  (fleah)  and  chest,  not  penetrating, 

lu  detachment  of  tbirty-aecoiid  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteers  (company  C) 
carried  ou  board  :  Captain  Phillips,  gunshot  wound  of  leg,  oe^;  Daniel 
Uessick,  orderly  sergeant,  killed. 
Bespectfully, 

THOS.  H.  KEARNE7, 
Aaaietani  Surgeon,  V.  H.  Ounboat  Serviee. 
Lieut  Commanding  W,  Ovin. 


UMrrao  Statbb  Gitkboat  Lkxikotow, 

Savannah,  Tenneatee,  March  1,  1861. 

Sib  :  In  company  with  the  gunboat  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
I  this  day  proceeded  in  this  vessel  up  the  river  to  a  landing  on  the  west  side, 
called  Pittabui^,  distant  about  nine  miles  from  this  place. 

When  we  hadarrived  within  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  yards  of  Pittebnrg 
we  were  fired  upon  by  a  rebel  battery,  consisting,  as  well  as  I  could  judgr, 
of  six  or  eight  field-pieces,  one  of  which,  at  least,  was  rifled.  We  retarotid 
their  fire  with  shell,  which  were  exceedingly  well  directed,  and  contiDDal 
nntil  after  their  guns  were  silenced. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin,  I  despatched  on  shore  I'O 
armed  boats,  in  charge  of  Second  Uaater  Uartin  Dunn,  containing,  in  addi- 
tion to  their  own  proper  crews,  a  detachment  of  company  K,  thirtr-secuod 
regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  commanded  by  Firat  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider. 
with  orders  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  Tyler's  boats.  While  the  bo»[j 
were  being  landed  we  kept  up  a  steady  fire  of  grape  and  shell,  raking  the 
side  of  the  hill. 

The  landing  party  having  accomplished  their  object  and  being  met  by  i 
much  superior  force,  retired,  receiving  in  their  retreat  a  terrific  nre  of  mat- 
ketry.    The  enemy  also  tired  several  volleys  of  musketry  M  tbe  giuibosts, 
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ftnd  then  retired  back  from  the  brow  of  the  bill.  After  the  bo&te  returned, 
we  gave  the  rebels  k  few  more  Bhell,  and,  receiving  no  answer,  we  dropped 
down  the  river  to  this  place. 

My  men  report  having  Been  several  dead  rebels  npon  the  hill,  and.  I  my- 
self saw  a  shell  from  this  vessel,,  after  the  return  of  the  boats,  take  effect 
upon  a  field  officer,  emptying  his  saddle,  and  dropping  three  foot  soldiers. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallautry,  goad  discipline,  and 
patriotic  spirit  evinced  b^  the  officers  and  men  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
ciimmand.  For  the  efficient  services  of  himself  and  his  command  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  First  Lieutenant  John  T.  Rider,  company  K,  32d  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteers. 

I  regret  to  have  report  the  following  casualties,  viz;  James  Sullivan,  sea- 
man, killed;  Patrick  Sullivan  and  Thomas  U,  Borland,  seamen,  missing; 
John  Hines,  corporal,  company  K,  32d  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  missing. 
James  Sullivan  was  seen  to  fall  upon  the  Held  shot  through  the  breast. 

During  the  action  there  were  expended  forty-fire  eight-inch  shell,  twenty- 
five  six-inch  shell,  and  sixteen  stand  of  grape. 

Two  rifles  and  one  musket  are  missing.  They  are  those  taken  by  the  un- 
fortunate men  whom  we  have  lost. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Footb, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naoal  Forcea,  Cairo,  lUinoia. 


FtofOgiar  Foate  r^orti  Ou  mcmHim  </  CoAenftw,  MiA  I,  1861. 

Ciitio,  March  1, 1862. 
Sib  :  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to-day  to 
Culumbns,  has  this  mhment  returned,  and  reports  that  Columbus  is  being 
evacuated.  He  saw  the  rebels  burning  their  winter  quarters  and  removing 
their  heavy  guns  on  the  bluffs,  but  the  guns  in  the  water  batteries  remain 
in  tact.  He  also  saw  a  large  force  of  cavalry  drawn  up  ostentatiously  on  the 
bluffs,  but  no  infantry  were  to  be  seen  as  heretofore,  and  the  encampment 
tteen  in  our  armed  reconnaissance  a  few  days  since  has  been  removed. 
Large  fires  were  visible  in  the  town  of  Columbus  and  upon  the  river  banks 
below,  indicating  the  destruction  of  the  town,  military  stores,  aud  equip- 
mentfl. 

1  shall  consult  General  CuIIum,  and  we  shall  probably  proceed  to  Colum- 
buB,  with  the  force  we  have  ready,80ou  after  daylight.  General  Polk  informs 
ns  that  he  will  send  a  flag  of  truce  at  meridian  to-morrow  to  the  point  where 
tlie  flags  of  truce  met  to-day,  in  reference  to  wliich  we  elmll  be  governed  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  But  as  General  Cullum  has  not  been  fully  con- 
Htilted,  I  can  give  no  particular  information  of  our  movements  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &C., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  nag-Officer.- 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  (/(he  Navi/. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 24 
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flef-Offiea- FfXili  T^orU/aa  1/ CeiiBiav,  tadhU purpatt  lo pnxmi la  Ntm  M^U. 
VsTtKD  States  Flao-Steambr  GiscntHATi, 

Columbus,  Marvh  4,  18^ 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  cop;  of  the  telegram  sent  to  tbe  de- 
partment to-day  anonnnciiiK  the  fall  of  Columbus. 

The  fleet  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proceed  down  to  Island  No.  10  and  to 
Kew  Madrid  where  the  rebels  ar«  represented  as  fortif;in|^,  1  leave  for  Cairo 
immediately  to  make  the  necesaary  preparation  for  ^oing  down  the  rirer 
with  a  suitable  force  of  gunboats  and  mortar  boats  in  a  proper  coDditioo  for 
effective  service.  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  importaDce  of  proceedini; 
to  New  Madrid  as  soon  as  possible,  where  General  Pope  has  arrived  with 
10,00(J  men  :  but  such  is  the  condition  of  dit  command  that  I  shall  declise 
moving,  as  I  informed  Generals  tiherman  and  Collnm,  unless  I  am  ordered 
to  do  so  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  must  be  the  judge  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fleet,  and  when  it  is  prepared  for  the  service  required. 

It  is  dne  to  Commaoder  Pennock,  the  fleet  captain,  and  to  Hr.  Sajiford,  the 
ordnance  officer  of  the  flotilla,  to  say  to  the  department  that  these  effit^t 
officers  earnestly  entreated  me  to  permit  them  to  go  on  this  expedition,  as 
well  as  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers;  but  their  services  in  pr^ 

flaring  the  gun  and  mortar  boats  at  Cairo  being  absolately  necessary,  I  re- 
uctantly  denied  their  application  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  government, 
yet  their  services  should  be  regarded  as  equally  important  to  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  as  if  tbey  had  participated  personally  in  the  difieient 
actions. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  H.  FOOTE, 
nag-Officer,  Cammanding  Naual  Forea,  Se. 
Hon.  GiD«o!«  WBt«a, 

Secretary  of  the  Namf. 


CouniBus,  KnwocKT,  JMonA  i,  184S. 

Sm:  Colnmbns  is  in  onr  possession.  My  armed  reconnoiBBaDoe,on  tbe  U 
instant,  caused  a  hasty  evacuation,  the  rebeb  leaving  quite  a  mmtber  iJ 
guns  and  caniages,  ammunition,  and  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  abell,  * 
considerable  nnmberof  anchors,  and  the  remnant  of  the  chain  lately  attetcbid 
across  the  river,  with  a  large  number  of  torpedoes.  Host  of  tbe  huts,  tents, 
and  quarters  are  destroyed. 

The  worts  are  of  very  great  strength,  consisting  of  formidable  tiers  tf 
batteries  on  the  water  side,  and  on  tbe  laud  side  sarroiiDded  by  a  ditch  and 
abatis. 

General  Sherman,  with  Lientenant  Commanding  PheTps,not  knowing  that 
the  works  were  last  evening  occupied  by  four  hnndred  of  tbe  9d  iThnoi' 
cavalry,  on  a  sconting  party  sent  by  General  Sherman  from  Padncah,  made 
a  bold  dash  to  the  shore  under  the  batteries,  hoisting  the  American  fl;^  on 
the  summit  of  the  blnfi)  greeted  by  the  hearty  cheers  of  oar  brave  ten  and 
soldiers. 

Tbe  force  consisted  of  six  gnnboats,  fonr  mortar  Imats,  and  thres  tnn*-  I 
ports,  haviug  on  board  two  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  infanti7,  nndft  I 
command  of  Colonel  Bnford— -General  Cullum  and  General  Sbennao  beiu^ 
in  command  of  the  troops.  Tbe  former  leaving  a  aick  bed  to  gu  askor^'. 
discovered  what  was  evidently  a  magazine  on  fire  at  both  extremities,  and 
immediately  ordered  the  train  to  be  cut,  and  tbns  saved  tbe  lives  of  th« 
garrtson.       ■  ^-.  ■ 

■  iLvLiOOglc 
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While  I  cannot  express  too  strongly  my  admirfttion  of  the  galUntry  and 
wise  (hansels  of  this  diatineuUhed  aid  and  en|Hiieer  of  General  Halleck, 
[General  Cullam,)  I  must  add  that  Comntanders  Duve,  Waike,  and  Stembel, 
and  Lleutenauts  Commanding  Paulding,  Thompson,  Shirk,  and  Phelps,  the 
latter  being  in  command  of  the  mortar  division,  assisted  by  Lieutonant  San- 
ford,  of  the  ordnance  department  of  the  United  States  army,  nobly  performed 
their  duty. 

I  h&ve  my  flag  on  board  the  Cincinnati,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Com- 
mander Stembel.  General  Sheiman  remains  temporarily  in  oommand  at 
CuInmbuB. 

A.  H.  FOOT£,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiDBOK  Wklles, 

Secretary  ^  the  JVouy. 


Flag-Officer  Foote  fortoardt  report  of  LietUenant  Commanding  Omn,  of  lhA 
gatAoat  Tyler,  Idarch  5, 1S62,  QommuHicaiiiig  important  i^armation, 

Cairo,  STarvh  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  just  received  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Owin,  of  the  Tyler,  communicating  important  information, 
which,  with  a  telegram  just  received  from  Oeoeral  Grant,  commauding  at 
Fort  Henry,  stating  that  the  rebels  were  fortifying  Savannah,  on  the  Ten- 
uessee  river,  and  Galling  for  an  additional  gunboat,  has  been  communicated 
to  General  Halleck.  I  shall  probably  send  an  adaitional  gunboat,  making 
three  boats  on  that  river. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  is  now  in  my  office,  and  is  informed  of 
the  Btate  of  things,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  demands,  I  trust,  by 
having  a  force  at  hand  sufficient  to  prevent  any  fortifications  being  erected 
on  the  Tennessee  as  far  up  as  the  stage  of  water  will  permit  the  gunboats  tO' 
ascend  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  ic, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Qfficer, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ukued  States  Gunboat  Ttlkb, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  March  .S,  IK62. 
Sib:  I  have  returned  from  up  tlie  Tennessee,  having  left  Pittsburg  (the  place 
of  our  late  engagement)  last  night.  The  enemy  has  not  renewed  his  attempt 
to  fortify.  I  watched  the  point  closely,  and  yesterday  landed  under  a  flag 
of  truce,  which  was  allowed  to  go  a  mile  from  the  rivw  betore  being  stopped 
by  their  pickets.     Ho  sign  of  a  renewed  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

Id  my  report  of  the  engagement  I  stated  that  I  felt  confident  the  enemy 
b»d  suSiered  severely.  1  can  now  report  that  on  the  ntwuiug  after  the  en- 
^a£^ement  (Sunday)  nine  dead  bodies  and  one  hundred  wounded — mauy  of 
ttiem  mortally — were  counted  in  their  camp,  which  had  been  removed  the 
evening  of  the  engagement,  three  miles  baok  of  the  river.  Some  tents,  where 
they  were  carrying  badly  wounded  men,  they  would  not  alluw  any  one  t» 
riait;  they  were  stilf  bringing  in  wounded. 

Xbere  is  no  doubt  of  ttie  correctness  of  the  above.  It  was  reported  that 
thc>'  buried  fifteen  the  evening  of  the  engagement    I  think  I  can  safely  put 
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their  loss  dowo  at  twenty  killed  and  one  hnndred  wonnded.  Tbeir  force 
engaged  on  that  day  was  1,000  infantry  (Louisiana)  and  600  caralry, 
MiBBiHsippi,)  besides  a  battery  of  six  pieces  of  field  artillery.  Two  gune 
(32-poiind(:rB)  were  on  the  gronnd,  but  were  not  monnted. 

I  haverelittble  information  that  the  enemy  have  now  at  Corinth,  HiasiMippi, 
*  eighteen  miles  from  the  Tennessee  river  (Pittsburg)  junction  of  Mobile  lod 
Ohio  and  Memphis  and  Charleaton  railroads,  fifteen  to  twenty  thonsand 
troops.  At  Henderson  station,  eighteen  miles  from  Cofiee  landing,  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  thirty-five  miles  by  railroad  from  Corinth,  some  ten  ot 
twelve  thousand,  and  bodies  of  troops  arriving  every  day,  mostly  from 
Columbus,  and  some  from  Loaiaiana.  At  Beat  Creek  bridge,  seven  miles 
back  from  Eastport,  Mississippi,  they  have  from  eight  to  ten  thonaand,  and 
are  fortifying.  At  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  I  nnderBtand  they  are  erecting 
heavy  butteries.    This  last  is  not  very  reliable. 

lufortnation  received  last  night  neur  Savannah,  Tennessee,  from  a  reliable 
source,  indicates  that  General  Johnson,  with  all  bis  force,  is  falling  bark 
from  MurfreeeboTo'  to  Decatur,  Alabama,  the  place  where  the  Uemphis  and 
Charleston  railroad  crosses  the  Tennessee  river,  and  the  junction  of  the  rail- 
road leading  from  Nashville  to  that  place,  showing  that  tbey  are  prepaHng 
to  send  large  re-enforcements  to  Bear  creek. 

The  result  of  the  recent  elections  in  Burden  and  McKairy  counties.  Sooth 
Tennessee,  will  prove  to  you  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  very  strong  throDj;h- 
out  that  Ecction  of  the  Slute.  The  former  gave  five  hundred  majority  t:-r 
the  Union  candidate  out  of  a  poll  of  one  thousand  votes.  The  latter  gave  two 
hundred  Union  majority  out  of  a  poll  of  eighteen  hundred  votes.  The  co- 
stunt  cry  from  them  to  me  is,  "Send  us  arms  and  a  sufficient  force  to  pn>' 
tcct  us  in  organizing^,  and  we  will  drive  the  Becessionists  out  of  Ten&e»et.-e 
oursflves." 

1  have  enlisted  a  few  more  men;  Captain  Phillips  recruited  several  for  his 
«ompuny.  I  have  captured  J.  B.  Kcndrick,  of  Captain  Fitzgerald's  aimpanv 
of  TunmsRee  volunteers,  who  represents  himself  as  a  colonel  of  militia  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Clay  Kendrick,  private  in  Captain  fizgerald'a  cuat- 
pany  (Colonel  Crew's  regiment)  T^nessee  voluntfiers. 
Very  respectfully,  ic, 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 

Lieidenant  Cumma»ding. 

Flag  Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commattding  2faviU  Forces,  ffestem  Walers. 


[Telegrsm.] 

Engagement  tmlhfivertM/orla  bdota  Coiumbut,  Sentucly. 

Fuo-Sbip  Bbktom,  March  9,  1SS3. 
We  have  this  moment  relurtied  to  our  anchorage  after  five  boors'  fiphtinj 
with  five  rebel  forts,  in  which  we  have  not  suffered  materially  other  than  iu 
the  bursting  of  a  rifled  gun  aboard  the  St.  Louis,  killing  and  woondini; 
fourteen  officers  and  men,  and  some  injury  sustained  by  the  Cincinnat:. 
This  vessel  was  struck  four  times,  two  of  the  shots  passing  through  aj^ 
4eckB.  We  damaged  the  nearest  fort,  and,  had  not  darkness  preve^ttii. 
would  have  silenced  it,  as  their  men  at  one  time  were  seen  rnnning  from  it 
The  place  is  stronger  and  more  difficult  to  take  than  Columbus  ever  wa*. 
as  a  long  tine  of  I'orts  on  the  river  command  one  another.  The  mortAi 
boats  do  well,  and,  bad  we  a  place  to  put  them  out  of  flight  of  the  foru,  ve 
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canM  BOOT)  sbpll  out  the  rebels.    They  have  done  good  ezecDtion  as  it  ia. 
I  will  write  oa  bood  as  possible. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Willrb, 
Secretary  <^  the  Navy. 


.    Lieutenant  Commanding  (hnn^e  report  of 
Alabama. 

UKriKD  States  Gunboat  Tyler, 

FiUii>urg,  March  16,  1862. 
Sir  1  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yonr  orders,  I  reported 
to  (leDeral  Urant,  at  Fort  Foote,  on  the  7tb  inatant,  and  remained  at  Dao- 
ville  bridge,  twenty-fiTe  miles  above,  awaiting  llie  fleet  of  transports,  until 
Uoaday  morning,  by  direction  of  General  Grant,  when  General  Smith 
irriviug  with  a  large  portion  of  hia  command,  forty  transports,  I  convoyed 
thpai  to  Savannah,  arriving  there  without  molestation  on  the  11th,  The 
same  evening,  with  General  Smith  and  staff  Sn  board,  made  a  recon- 
DoisgaDce  of  the  river  as  high  aa  Pittsburg.  The  rebels  had  not  renewed 
their  attempts  to  fortify  at  that  point,  owing  to  the  vigilant  watch  that  bad 
bepo  kept  on  them  in  ray  absence  by  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk. 

The  same  evening,  at  11.45,  stood  up  the  river  with  the  Lexington,  Liea- 
tMiaot  Commanding  Shirk,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Eastport  b^  daylight, 
it  having  been  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  had  erected  a  battery  at  Chick- 
BMW,  Alabama,  ono  and  a  half  mile  above  that  place.  Arriving  there  at 
)M,  this  vessel  and  the  Lexington  opened  fire  on  the  point  which  had  beea 
indicated.  The  rebels  immediately  responded.  After  expending  sixty-three 
sbell,  having  accomplished  my  object,  which  was  to  ascertain  the  strength 
of  (heir  battery,  both  vessels  retired  without  any  damage  having  been  done 
un  onr  side.  As  well  as  I  can  judge,  their  battery  consists  of  five  pieces — 
ihree  rifled,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one,  I  should  think,  not  leas  than 
32-poundera.  Both  vessels  have  since  been  actively  employed  iu  convoying 
Iransports  to  and  covering  the  landing  of  troops  at  different  points  above 
Savannah  in  this  river. 

The  river  ia  again  very  high,  and  rising.  The  people  have  given  substan- 
tial evidence  of  the  strength  of  the  Union  sentiment  so  often  expressed  to 
me  before  in  this  vicinity,  as  very  many  have  enlisted  in  the  different  regi- 
meuls.  The  Tyler  is  lying  at  Pittsburg  for  the  protection  of  General 
Sherman's  division,  which  has  occupied  that  point.  The  Lexington  is  lying 
at  Crump's  landing,  protecting  the  division  of  General  Wallace,  which  occu- 
pies that  point.  Everything  is  working  favorably  for  the  canae  of  the  Union, 
Euclosed  you  will  find  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc., 

WILLIAM  GWIN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  IHviaum  of  Gunboats,  I'enneaiiee  Biuer. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Waters. 
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Lieuienant  Commanding  SMri^s  report  of  proceedingg,  March  15,  1863. 

United  States  Gunboat  Lexinotok, 
Piltaburg,  Tennaaee,  March  15, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  make  the  foilowiDg  report  of  my  proceedings 
since  my  last  arrival  in  this  river. 

We  reached  Savannah  on  the  6th  instant.  The  next  morning  I  received  on 
board  Ihia  veseel  twenty  armed  men,  refugees  from  Wayne  county,  Tennessee, 
who  aFtked  my  protection  from  the  rebel  marauding  cavalry.  Sis  of  these  men 
were  from  a  rebel  regiment  which  had  been  stationed  at  Clarksville,  and  had 
been  told,  npon  the  fall  of  Fort  Donelaon,  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  fauM. 
Their  arms  were  those  that  had  been  iesaed  at  Clarksville.  Smne  of  these 
twenty  men  have  shipped  on  board  this  vessel,  and  the  remainder  hare  en- 
listed in  regiments  in  General  Smith's  command. 

I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  take  a  look  at  this  place,  aod  discovered 
several  flags  of  tmce  on  the  hill.  I  sent  a  boat  to  commonicate  with  a  rebel 
officer  at  the  landing,  and  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Gwin  in  relation  to  exchange  of  prisoners.  No  work  had  been  done  since 
the  bombardment  of  the  place  on  the  let  instant  by  the  Tyler  and  this 
vessel.  The  nights  of  the  7th  and  8th  I  lay  at  Craven's  landing,  protecting 
many  Union  men  from  Scj^iuson's  rebel  cavalry.  During  tbe  8th  and  9tb  I 
conveyed  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  refugees  from  Craven's  and  Chalk 
bluff  to  Savanpah  for  safety.  On  the  9th  I  paid  another  visit  to  Pittsbm'g, 
having  on  board  Colonel  Worthington,  of  General  Smith's  advance.  On  the 
loth  I  took  on  board  some  more  artns  at  Chalk  bluff.  That  night  1  Uy 
opposite  Savannah,  the  transport  with  the  forty-sixth  Ohio  volunteers  lying 
at  the  town. 

On  the  11th  the  United  States  gunboat  Tyler  arrived,  followed  by  General 
Smith  with  hia  command,  in  sixty-three  transport  steamers.  At  midnight 
this  Teesel  followed  tho  Tyler  up  the  river,  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  aod 
at  7.20  a.  m.  on  the  12tb  instant  reached  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  wliere  «e 
discovcri'd  that  the  rebels  bad  erected  a  battery,  as  bad  been  reported.  Tbe 
two  gunboats  opened  fire  npon  it  at  long  range,  which  was  returned  by  the 
enemy.  This  vessel  expended  twenty-five  shell.  There  were  do  casualties. 
The  battery  consisted  of  at  least  five  pieces,  two  or  three  of  which  were 
rifled.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  32-pounder,  and  had  a  very  great  range — 
great  enough  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  at  Eastport,  At  11.30  a.  m. 
we  reached  Savannah  again.  That  evening  I  convoyed  a  division  of  lbs 
army,  under  General  Wallace,  to  Crnmp's  landing,  and  lay  there  that  nighl 
and  tbe  following  day  aod  night.  This  morning  I  convoyed  another  diri- 
sion,  under  General  Hurlburt,  to  this  place,  and  went  on  with  the  transpi^t 
Crescent  City  to  where  General  Sherman  bad  bis  command,  about  ten  mxlei 
below  Eastport.     I  returned  at  5  p.  m.,  and  will  await  here  further  orders. 

There  are  no  rebel  Iroops  near  here  at  present;  General  Cheatham,  wIk> 
was  at  Shiluh    (three  miles  back  from  here]  day  before  yesterday,  havb^ 
gone  with  his  command  to  Purdy.     The  riVer  is  rising  very  rapidly,  and  . 
there  is  so  much  back  water  that  General  Sherman  found  it  impossible  tj  : 
perform  the  d&ty  upon  which  he  was  sent.     General  Wallace  succeeded, 
night  before  last,  in  destroying  about  half  a  mile  of  the  railroad,  a  few  mile* 
north  of  Purdy.     Twelve  new-made  graves  have  been  found  upon  the  hill  at 
this  place.     The  small  arms  whirh  I  have  taken  from  Craven's  and  Chalk 
bluff  belong  to  Union  men,  and  I  have  promised  that  they  should  event- 
ually be  returned  to  their  owners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JAMES  W.  SHIRE,  iMulenant  Gornmanding. 

Flag.Officer  A.  H.  FooTB,  GoOijIc 

Commanding  Naval  FoTve»,  Ifc.  "       '     O 
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Ftag-Officer  FoMb  report  of  operationii  at,  and  capture  o^  Itdand  So.  10,  and 
correspondence  conjtecled  therewith. 

UsTTBD  Statkb  Fi.ag-Stk*iifr  Bbnton, 

0^  I^ndNo.  10,  March  11,  1868. 

Sm:  Leaviog  Cairo  on  the  1 4th  instant  with  aeven  iron-clad  gunboats  and 
ten  mortar  boata,  and  being  joined  at  Columbua  on  the  same  day  by  Colonel 
Baford,  in  cammand  of  §ome  twelve  hundred  troops,  I  reached  Hickman  that 
evening  with  tbe  flotilla  and  transports,  when  the  Luuisville,  Commander 
Dove,  vaa  found  leaking  in  her  boilers,  and  was  aent  back  to  Columbus  for 
repftin. 

On  the  I5tb  instant,  at  daylight,  the  flotilla  and  transports  moved  down 
the  river,  arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10  at  9  a.  m.  The  rain  and 
dense  fog  prevented  onr  getting  the  vessels  in  position,  other  than  two 
mortar  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their  range. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  placed  the  mortars  in  as  good 
position  as  the  circumstances  would  admit,  when  they  shelled  several  regi- 
ments out  of  their  enbampments,  and,  at  extreme  range,  reached  the  batt«- 
ries  on  No.  10,  the  floating  battery,  and  the  five  batteries  on  the  Tennessee 
shore.  The  mortar  boats  are  in  charge  of  Captain  Mayuadier,  United  States 
araiT,  as  ordnance  officer,  assisted  by  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P. 
Sandford,  United  States  navy,  who  volunteered  his  services. 

This  morning,  the  Hth  instant,  soon  after  dayligbt,  the  mortar  boats  being 
in  position,  I  had  the  Benton  lashed  between  two  other  steamers,  the  Cincin- 
nati and  St.  Louis,  and  with  the  remaining  iron-clud  steamers  made  an  attack 
OD  thi^  forts,  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  yards  or  more,  on  account  of  the 
rapid  current,  rendering  the  boats  too  unmanageable  to  come  within  a  shorter 
range,  without  endangering  their  being  carried  nnder  the  enemy's  guns; 
and  AS  a  nearer  approach  would  expose  the  bow  and  quarter  of  the  vessels, 
their  most  vulnerable  points,  to  a  fire  of  six  other  batterii'S,  mounting  forty- 
three  guns.  We  opened  fire  on  the  upper  fort  on  the  Tennessee  shore  at 
meridian,  and  continued  to  give  and  receive  quite  a  brisk  Are  from  this  and 
also  four  other  batteries  on  tbe  same  shore  nntil  darkness  obscured  the  fgrta 
from  view.  The  ten  mortars,  in  the  mean  time,  shelled  the  troops  out  of 
range,  excepting  those  manning  the  batteries. 

The  upper  fort  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  Benton  and  the  other  boats  with 
her.  We  ditmounted  one  of  their  gnns,  and  the  meg,  at  times,  ran  from  the 
batteries. 

Colonel  Buford  has  been  bnsily,  and,  I  trust,  profitably,  engaged  in  making 
reconnoissances,  and  is  preparing  to  mount  his  siege  guns. 

In  the  attack  of  to-day  this  vessel  received  four  shots;  while  a  rifle  gun 
burst  aboard  the  St.  Lonis,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen,  officers  and  men; 
I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties.  The  Cincinnati  has  had  her  engines  injured, 
which  may  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  send  her  to  6airo  for  repairs. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  silence  tbe  upper  battery  to-morrow;  after  which  we 
can  plant  the  mortant  in  a  position  where  we  expect  to  be  able  to  shell  the 
rebels  out  of  their  batteries.  This  place  is  even  stronger  and  better  adapted 
for  defence  than  Columbus  has  ever  been.  Each  fortification  commands  the 
one  above  it  We  can  count  forty-nino  guns  in  the  different  batteries,  where 
there  are  probably  double  the  number,  with  ten  thousand  troops. 

From  exhaustion,  arising  from  continuous  service  and  want  of  sleep,  yon 
will  excuse  this  incoherent  discursive  report. 

Our  sheila  bursting  prematurely  we  have  to  drown  tbem  before  loading 
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the  guns.    The  fuzea,  man;  of  which,  I  am  inrormed,  were  made  before  tlie 
Mexican  war,  ought  to  have  been  condemnod. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reBpectfully,  yon^  obedient  servant, 
A   H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer,  Com^g  Mvd  Forces,  Weaiern  Waien. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wei-lks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Kilted,  by  biirating  of  a  rifle  gan,  Jas.  Jackaon,  seaman,  Chicago,  IlliDoiB; 
P.  S.  Goth,  seaman,  Maine. 

Wounded,  by  bursting  of  rifle  gun,  S.  H.  McAdam,  master's  mate,  Chica^, 
severely;  John  A.  McDonald,  gunner,  Baltimore,  stigbtty;  H.  T.  BIy,  Beamu, 
New  Bedford,  severely;  J.  W,  Sprowl,  seaman,  Bristol,  Maine,  severely:  P. 
Jfulhenin,  seaman,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  severely;  Wm.  Kelcher,  eeaman, 
Boston,  Mussachuaetts,  severely;  Rich'd  Gouger,  seaman,  severely;  Frank 
Clemens,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Wolf,  seaman,  severely;  Charles  Wilwo, 
seaman,  Philadelphia,  severely;  Henry  Joy,  seaman,  Worcester  county, Mas- 
sachusetts, slightly;  M.  C.  Donaghho,  seaman,  Frederick  town,  Pennsylvanis, 
slightly:  Peruc  Leon,  seaman,  Sardinia,  slightly. 

J.  B.  McDILL 
Aaaielant  Surgeon,  United  SbOea  Ounboat  Si.  Lova. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

LEONARD  PAULDING,  Ueutenant  Comnumding. 


Fi.Aa-STEAiiER  Bentoit, 
Q^  Island  No.  10,  JftircA  19,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  17th  instaDt  I  communicated  to  the  department  aa  accoDolof 
onr  leaving  Cairo  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Island  No.  10,  and  expieseing 
the  hope  that  to-morrow  (yesterday)  we  should  be  able  to  Capture  the  upper 
fort  at  this  point. 

Yesterday  we  were  firing  on  the  upper  fort  at  long  range,  reaching  it  oc- 
casionally, and  dismounted  another  gun,  while  the  mortars  were  playing  ud 
the  lower  fortifications,  having  driven  the  encampments  down  the  river,  jn^t 
out  of  range  of  our  shells.  As  the  forts  are  distinct  from  each  other,  aod 
occupy  but  little  space,  and  have  been  mostly  constrnctcd  for  four  or  fire 
mouths,  it  is  impossible  to  use  the  mortars  with  as  much  e&ect  as  could  have 
been  done  at  Columbus,  where  the  batteries  were  more  compact  and  ezpoeed, 
and  the  troops  having  less  shelter  than  here.  We  are,  however,  keeping  op 
an  occasional  fire  day  and  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  repairing  bi* 
damages,  gradually  approaching  his  strongest  holds,  and  I  trust  we  will  be 
able,  in  co-operation  with  General  Pope's  division  of  the  army,  soon  to  gfl 
possession  of  the  place.  This  pusitiun  was  selected  by  the  rebels  oa  acc>ai>t 
of  its  being  inaccessible  by  land,  in  a  high  stage  of  water,  on  the  MisKiuri 
side,  which  side  General  Pope's  army  occupies,  at  New  Madrid  ;  and  be  hu 
DO  transports  of  any  kind  with  which  to  cross  over  to  the  Tennessee  side 
and  march  in  upon  the  rear  of  the  rebels.  I  have  this  morning  sent  him  two 
tugs,  and  hope  to  bo  able  to  get  two  gnulioats  also  through  the  samebayun 
or  slough  to  him.  If  we  can  do  this,  with  tbe  two  gunboats  coming  up  and 
attacking  the  forts  from  below  with  tbe  land  attack,  I  have  no  duukt  t«t 
that  we  shall  secure  a  complete  victory.     We  must  proceed  here  sluwlyaud 
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raotioQsIy,  which  alone  can  prove  effective,  efipecially  bearing  in  mind  the 
r^id  current  and  certainty  of  lulling  into  the  hands  of  the  ecem;  in  theM 
sluv  boate  if  we  ran  as  close  to  the  batteries  as  we  might  do  were  the  rebels 
upstream.  Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  *troops  here,  amounting  to 
■boat  1,500,  will  be  ready  to  perform  all  service  required  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Pope  in  force.  We  ahall  not  be  able  to  make  the  grand  attack 
lot  several  days.  This  will  depend  upon  tbe  arrival  of  General  Pope. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  a  FOOTB,  Flag  Officer. 
Hon.  GiDSOK  Welles,  Secretary  nfthe  Navy. 


Flao-Steauer  Benton, 
Off  Idand  No.  10,  March  20,  1868. 
Sir  :  Uost  of  the  iron-clad  steamers,  inclnding  this  ^ssel,  are  still  lying 
within  long  range  of  the  rebel  forts,  and  occBsionaliy,  with  the  mortar-boats, 
»n  throwing  shells  into  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  have  induced  them  to 
withdraw  all  their  superfluous  men  not  required  for  serving  their  guns.  To- 
day the  upper  battery  opened  upon  us,  but  was  silenced  in  half  an  hour,  this 
aliip  dismouQtiug  a  gan.  I  send,  to-ni^ht,  a  boat  to  sound  in  a  narrow  and 
•hallow  channel,  in  hopes  tbe  present  rise  of  water  in  the  river  will  enable 
me  to  despatch  a  small  steamer  with  light  draught  to  General  Pope,  near  New 
Madrid,  who,  as  I  have  already  informed  the  department,  has  several  times 
requested  that  I  would  send  bim  two  or  three  gunboats  to  enable  him  to  cross 
orer  to  the  Tennessee  side,  with  tbe  view  of  attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear 
St  this  point,  while  we  make  the  attack  in  front  or  on  the  river  side.  I  am 
apprehensive,  however,  from  our  ill  success  thus  fur,  that  this  project  may 
Dot  prove  feasible.  To-day,  for  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  command 
of  the  flotilla,  I  called  a  council  of  war,  with  tbe  view  of  ascertaining  the 
opinions  of  the  officers  with  referenoe  to  sending,  or  attempting  to  send,  aid 
to  General  Pope.  The  officers,  with  one  exception,  were  decidedly  opposed 
to  running  the  blockade,  believing'  it  would  result  in  the  almost  certain  de- 
Btractiou  of  the  boats  which  should  attempt  to  pass  the  six  fortH,  with  fifty 
guns  bearing  upon  the  vessels.  I  have  been  seriously  disposed  to  run  the 
l>lockade  myself  with  this  vessel,  which  is  better  protected  than  the  other 
boats,  although  she  is  alow  and  works  sluggishly;  but,  upon  rectmsideration, 
a*  her  loss  would  be  so  great  if  we  failed,  and  my  personal  services  here  are 
considered  no  important  with  the  fleet  and  transports,  I  have,  for  the  present, 
abandoned  the  idea. 

This  place  is  admirably  chosen  for  defence  by  the  rebels,  as  its  rear  caa 
only  be  approached,  in  this  stage  of  water,  from  the  river  side  opposite  New 
Madrid,  it  being  surrounded  by  bayous  or  sloughs,  while  its  lung  line  of  six 
fortu,  commanding  one  another  from  the  river  front,  render  it  almost  impreg- 
nable to  an  attacking  force.  General  Pope  has  no  transports,  and,  without 
onr  reaching  him  by  running  the  blockade,  is  unable  to  cross  over  to  the 
Tennesaee  side  from  New  Madrid,  where  he  now  is  in  force,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him,  from  the  inundated  state  of  the  country,  to  send  or  march  his 
troops  to  this  point.  Were  we  to  attempt  to  attack  these  heavy  batteries 
with  the  gunboats,  or  attempt  to  run  the  blockade  and  fail,  as  I  have  already 
Slated  in  a  former  communication,  the  rivers  above  ns — Mississippi,  Ohio, 
and  Cuinlierlaud — would  be  greatly  exposed,  not  only  frustrating  tlie  grand 
oiiject  of  the  expedition,  but  exposing  our  towns  and  cities  bordering  those 
rivers  ;  especially  so  should  Grneral  Pope  be  unable  to  hold  his  poxition  at 
New  Madrid.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  our  boats  being  so  ill-adapted 
tu  figbtiug  down  the  river,  with  two  rifle  guns  having  burst,  aud  our  aheUs 
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imperfect,  I  am  indaced  to  act  with  great  cantion,  and  expose  the  flotilla  lest 
than  under  mure  favunible  circnmstances  it  would  be  my  daty  to  do,  for  the 
^freat  object  for  which  tbe  fleet  was  created.  For  the  futnre,  in  the  atMaice 
of  instructions  from  higher  Authority,  I  shall  be  governed  by  circumstuiCH 
aa  they  may  arise.  When  the  object  of  running  the  blockade  becomes  ade- 
quate to  the  risk,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  do  it.  The  place  may  be  occnpitd 
by  D8  in  a  short  time  wiUiont  an  assault,  aa  the  rebela  must  be  cut  off  from 
tbeir  necessary  supplies.  Still,  if  this  does  not  aoon  take  place,  it  ma;  be- 
come aecessary  to  force  the  blockade,  or  adopt  some  other  measures  vhich 
have  not  yet  suggested  themselres. 
Your  obedieDt  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-OS«er- 
Hon.  (rroBOK  Welles, 

Secretary  vf  tte  Nam). 


Uniwd  Siatm  PLAO-San'  Bkhtok, 

Aland  Ao.  10,  Man^  Sfi,  1863. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  80th  instant  we  have  been  lying  off 
tlie  forts  at  long  range,  occasicmally  giving  a  rifle  shot,  and  more  freqncDtl; 
throwing  mortar  ehcUs  upon  the  island  and  at  the  fortifications  on  the  Ten- 
neasee  shore*  The  rebels  still  hold  the  forts,  but  the  encampments  are 
moved  beyonfl  range,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  serve  their  beatj 
gnns,  which  seem  to  be  well  protected  from  oar  sheila  by  their  breastworks. 
A  communication  from  General  Halleck  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  lewis 
me  to  hope  that  we  may  yet  derive  support  from  the  army,  irrespective  of 
General  Pope's  force,  which  will  cross  over  from  New  Madrid  and  attack  the 
rebels  in  the  rear,  frbile  we  make  the  attack  in  front,  in  case  we  succeed  in 
getting  two  steamers  and  several  cutters,  which  are  now  working  tlieir  way 
towards  that  point,  throngh  the  bayous  or  sloughs.  Should  this  effort  ^ 
successful,  I  hope  to  hear  that  a  land  force  of  some  10,000  men  will  be  is 
the  rebels'  rear  in  the  course  of  five  or  si'x  days.  With  the  exception  of  a 
ridge,  or  higher  land,  on  the  river  bank  on  tbe  Tennessee  side,  from  direct); 
opposite  New  Madrid  to  nearly  opposite  Island  No.  10,  the  whole  conntry  i) 
inundated,  or  at  least  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  troops  from  otiter  points 
reaching  the  rebels'  rear,  showing  how  admirably  their  position  has  been 
diosen  for  defence. 

We  now  have  here  six  iron-plated  gnnboata,  one  wooden  gunboat,  Ac 
Conest^iga,  and  sixteen  mortar-boats;  one  iron-clad  gunboat  being  at  Naab- 
ville,  one  guarding  Columbus  and  Hickman,  and  two  wooden  boats  op  the 
Tennessor;  while  the  Esses,  Dommander  Porter,  is  repairing  at  St.  Lnoia- 
We  have  all  the  mortar-boats  that  we  can  ase  to  any  advantage,  and  *lill 
want  two  tow-boats  for  these  in  greater  force,  as  we  have  a  strong  cnrreat, 
requiring  the  greatest  vigilance  to  prevent  them  and  tbe  gunboats  f^>I■ 
being  carried  down  stream,  from  the  want  of  steam-power  of  tlie  latter. 
Colonel  Buford,  commanding  the  troops,  has  a  force  of  between  l,WO  arpl 
S,000  men;  but  who,  in  fact,  living  as  they  necessarily  do,  aboard  the  traa«- 
ports — the  banks  being  overflowed,  and  they  surrounded  by  water — canw-t 
acc<»npli8h  anything  of  consequence.  Thus  we  are  waiting  to  open  c<MllInl^ 
nication  with  General  Pope,  at  New  Madrid. 

I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  Qener^  Strong,  coo^ 
manding  at  Cairo,  froai  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rebels  have  Ihiiteeo 
gunboats,  independent  of  the  five  below  New  Madrid,  and  the  ManasKae,  <>r 
ram,  at  Memphis.  I  presume  that  these  boats  are  not  equal  to  ■>nrs;  still,  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their  character,  especially  those  at  New  0^ 
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leans.  I  have  ordered  the  rifle  gnna  as  they  arrive  at  Cairo  to  be  aeot  to 
iiB,  aa  oTir  rifles  are  unsafe,  and  must  be  condemned  as  soon  as  othf^rs  cfta 
be  aopplied.  The  rifle  shells,  as  well  as  those  of  the  8-inch  guns  and  thirty- 
twos,  also  buret  prematurely,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  drown  all  fnses  at 
a  distance  exceeding  one  tbonsand  yards. 

I  ahall  proceed  with  caution  in  our  work  here,  being  fully  aware  of  our 
disadvantages.  If,  however,  any  diaaster  abonld  oocnr,  from  circumBtancea 
beyond  my  control,  I  have  ordered  the  two  iron-clad  gunboats  Cairo  and 
Louisville,  with  the  wooden  boats  Tyler  and  Lexington,  to  meet  at  Cairo, 
or  a«  far  down  as  Columbas  and  even  Hickman,  (o  prevent  the  rebel  gun- 
boats from  ascending  the  river  beyond  Cairo,  which  place  is  now  ao  nearly 
overflowed  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  aa  to  remove  all  our  ammunition. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &o., 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-officer. 

Hon.  GiDRoir  Wnxea, 

Secretary  qf  the  NaVjf. 

P.  S. — Were  we  able  even  to  shell  tbe  forces  out  of  thetr  fortificationa, 
they  wonid  reoccupy  as  we  passed  down  the  river,  as  we  have  leaa  thaa 
S.OOO  troopB  to  take  posaesaion. 

A.  H.  P. 


ZAr/nai  Gmni Bitltct  la FlogOffittr  Rid*. 

Heidquabiers  Departhekt  of  ths  Uississipfi, 

St.  Louu,  March  21,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  just  received  yonr  report  ^without  date)  of  yoar  operations 
against  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Island  No.  10.  While  I  am 
certain  that  yon  have  done  everything  that  could  be  done  eucceasfully  to 
reduce  these  works,  I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  not  unneceasarity  exposed 
your  gunboats.  If  they  had  been  disabled  it  would  have  been  a  must  serious 
loss  to  us  in  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign;  whereas  the  reduction 
of  tfaeae  batteries  this  week  or  next,  is  a  matter  of  very  little  importance 
indeed.  I  think  it  will  turn  out  in  the  end  that  it  is  much  better  for  us  that 
they  are  not  reduced  till  we  can  fully  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  troops. 

Everything  is  now  progressing  .well  on  the  Tennessee  river  toward  opening 
your  way  down  the  MiBsiasippi.  The  reduction  of  these  works  is  only  a 
qneation  of  time,  and  we  are  in  no  hurry  on  that  point.  Nothing  is  lost  by 
a  little  delay  th'te.  I  am  directing  all  my  attention  now  to  another  object, 
and  when  that  is  accomplished  the  enemy  must  evacuate  or  surrender. 
Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  Oeneral  Chmnumding. 
Flag- Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Ifc. 


Letter  from  General  Strong  to  FlogQffuxr  Foote. 

HBADqnARTERa  tJN'rreo  States  Fotecfis, 

Vairo,  Illinois,  March  24,  1863. 
Ifr  Dear  Couiodcbe:  I  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  mom 
ing  from  Captain  DreiMer.    It  contains  important  information  relating  b| 
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movementH  of  the  enemy  down  the  river.    I  bare  sent  General  Pope,  >Uo 
Colonel  Bufurd,  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  trnly,  jonra, 

W.  K.  STRONG, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  Foori, 

On  (hn  Benton,  near  leland  2f6\0. 


CAtBo,  Illinois,  March  24.  1863. 

General  :  I  left  Savannah,  Tennessee,  yesterday  morning,  and  while  ■( 
Perrysville,  some  forty  miles  this  side  of  Savannah,  we  took  on  board  a  mu 
by  the  name  of  M.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  Paducah,  Kentucky,  late  of  New 
Orleans.  He  left  New  Orleans  a  week  ago  last  Thursday;  I  trained  from 
bim  the  following  statement:  Fort  Pillow  was  being  evacuated  when  be 
was  at  Memphis  last  Wednesday;  confederates  moving  alt  their  stores  from 
Memphis  to  Corinth.  The  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Pillow  were  left  nnder  water; 
Beauregard  was  at  Jackson  on  Thursday  last;  would  leave  with  his  tniopg 
on  Friduy  for  Corinth.  Eleven  engines  and  two  hundred  cars  were  taken 
from  the  MissisBippi  Central  railroad  to  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad, 
to  move  Johnson's  forces  from  Decatur  to  Corinth.  Confederates  are  bailding 
thirteen  guntioatx  at  New  Oriels — twelve  of  them  for  river  and  one  for  sea 
service.  One — Murray's  boat — carries  thirty  guns;  wonid  he  ready  last 
week,  and  balance  this  week;  were  to  come  up  the  river  as  soon  as  finished; 
Bragg  and  Polk  were  at  Corinth. 
Very  respectfully, 

JASPAR  M.  DRESSER,  OgAiin. 

Brigadier  General  9nioNa, 

Chmmanding,  Cairo. 


LMr  from  Flag-Officer  Fbcte  la  Gmtnt  BiBtek. 

Beston,  off  No.  10,  March  26, 1863. 
General  :  In  view  of  the  rebels  having,  as  is  reported,  thirteen  ganboata 
at  New  Orleans,  irrespective  of  four  or  five  below  New  Madrid,  with  the 
Manaasae,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  I  respectfully  suggpst,  in  view  of  the  Con- 
tingency of  their  passing  up  the  river,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a 
river  battery  placed  at  Columbus  which  would  sweep  the  river  below  that 
point.  Cairo,  being  now  almost  overflowed,  presents  a  less  defensible  posi- 
tion than  Columbus. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 


Major  General  H.  W,  Halleck, 

Commanding,  St.  Louis,  Mixtouri, 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Ogktr. 


Fi.ao-Steaher  Bektom, 

I>^nd  So.  10,  March  36,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  inform  the  commander  of   the  gnnboats  Cairo,  Tyler,  »sA 

Lexington,  not  to  be  caught  up  tlie  rivers  with  too  little  water  to  retara  to 

Cairo.     They,  of  course,  before  leaving,  will  consult  the  generals  with  whom 

they  are  co-uperating.    As  it  is  reported,  on  the  authority  of  different  p^* 
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ions  ^om  New  Orleans,  that  the  rebels  hare  thirteen  gunboats  finished  and 
ready.to  move  np  the  Missiasippi,  besides  the  four  or  five  below  Now  Madrid 
ud  the  Mauassas,  or  ram,  at  Memphis,  the  boats  now  up  the  rivers  and  at 
Cuiumbss  or  Hickman  shoald  be  ready  to  protect  Cairo  or  Columbus,  in  case 
diaaater  overtakes  us  in  our  flotilla.        «  •  •  •  * 

Respectfully,  &G., 


Comniander  Penkock,  Cairo,  Illinois. 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Qfficer. 


LMtr  firm  Flag-Ofiar  AaU,  mdadug  rgnrt  1/  aHond  Sattrtt. 

Vsmn  States  Flao-Steamer  Bentox, 

Of  Mand  No.  10,  Aprit  2,  1862. 
Last  night  an  armed  boat  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  the  sqnadron  and 
the  land  forces  at  this  point,  under  command  of  Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  42d 
Illinois  regfiment. 

The  five  boats  comprising  the  expedition  were  in  charge  of  First  Master 
J.  T.  Johnson,  of  the  St.  Louis,  assisted  by  Fourth  Matter  U.  P.  Lord,  of  the 
BentoD  ;  Fourth  Master  Pierce,  of  the  Cincinnati ;  Fourth  Master  Norgan, 
of  the  Pittsburg,  and  Master's  Mate  Scoville,  of  the  Mound  City,  each  with 
a  boat's  crew  of  ten  men  from  their  respective  vessels,  carrying  in  all  one 
handred  men,  erchiaive  of  officers,  under  command  of  Colonel  Roberts, 

At  midnight  the  boats  reached  the  upper  or  No.  1  fort,  and,  pnlling  directly 
ID  its  face,  carried  it,  receiving  only  tne  harmless  fire  of  two  sentinels,  who 
ran  on  discharging  their  muskets,  while  the  rebel  troops  in  the  vicinity 
rapidly  retreated  ;  whereupon  Colonel  Roberts  spihed  the  sis  guns  mounted 
in  the  fort  and  retired  with  the  boats  uninjured. 

The  commanding  officer  represents  all  under  his  command,  from  their 
coolness  and  determination,  as  being  ready  to  perform  more  hazardous  ser- 
vice had  it  been  required  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  object  of  tlie  expedition. 
£iicl<ned  is  the  report  of  Colonel  -Roberts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTB,  Flag-Offlcer. 
Hon.  GiDEon  Welles, 

hecrelary  of  the  Navy. 


On  board  Stcauer  Mehphis,  AprU  2,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening, 
at  half  past  five  o'clock,  1  took  command  of  an  expedition  deaigned  against 
the  rebel  battery  No.  1,  on  the  Tennessee  shore.  My  force  consisted  of  five 
boats  furiiialied  by  the  gunboats  Benton,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburg, 
and  Mound  City,  manned  by  crews  of  these  boats,  respectively,  and  trans- 
porting  a  detachment  of  filly  men  from  company  A,  42d  regiment  Illinois 
volunteers. 

My  flret  endeavor  was  to  proceed  through  the  overflowed  woodland  on  the 
Eentacky  shore,  and  thus  escape  observation  ;  this  proved  to  be  impracti- 
cable, as  well  because  of  the  fall  of  the  river  as  of  the  large  amount  of  drift 
accumnlated  among  the  trees.  We  then  dropped  down  to  the  first  mortar 
boat  and  lay  by  until  11  o'clock  p.  m  ,  when  all  the  boats  were  got  under 
way  and  proceeded,  one  after  the  other,  keeping  close  under  the  shadow  of 
the  shore.    The  Benton's  boat  led  until  the  outlines  of  battery  Ng.  lityfeif 
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well  dc&ned,  when  the  order  of  attack,  tlie  ang^estioa  of  Pint  Muter  J.  V. 
JtibnBUD,  was  taken  up  as  follows  :  The  boats  of  the  St  LoaiB,  BcntQO,  »ad 
Pittsburg  advanced  in  lint:,  the  Bentun's  boat  la  the  centre  ;  the  r^Dunia^ 
boats  fuUowed  a  few  yards  behind. 

We  approached  the  batter;  with  muffled  oars,  in  such  silenra  thatm 
were  less  than  ten  jarda  distant  when  the  sentinels  at  the  guns  diBcorered 
us.  They  cried  out  in  great  snrpnse,  fired  twice  on  our  boats,  and  ran  iwij. 
We  landed  in  good  order  and  with  great  expedition,  the  rear  boats  falling 
to  the  right  and  left  of  the  centre  boat  of  the  advanced  lino,  and  at  once 
commenced  spiking  the  guns.  Lieutenant  Gbnrch,  with  twenty  men,  ad- 
vanced toward  the  supposed  rebel  camp  to  anticipate  an  attack,  and,  at  ibe 
same  time,  protect  tbe  men  engaged  in  spiking  the  gnns.  No  sncb  attack 
was  made. 

The  wurk  was  done  with  perfect  coolness  on  the  part  of  onr  men,  bat  at 
rapidly  as  possible,  for  the  rebel  gunboat  Grampus  bad  taken  alarm  at  Ibe 
Bontinels'  fire,  and  was  standing  toward  us.  I  did  not  go  on  board  to  relora 
ontil  1  had  firat  personally  inspected  every  gun.  I  report,  air,  that  every 
gun  in  the  battery  except  one  (dismounted  and  lying  in  the  wpter)  vat 
spiked  by  our  party.  I  believe  the  spiking  will  prove  efiectnal.  The  object 
of  the  expeditiun  being  thns  accomplished,  we  took  to  our  boats  and  letoiced 
without  any  loss  whatever. 

To  the  naval  officers  in  command  of  the  boats  great  praise  is  dne  fu  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  our  approach  was  conducted.  The  oScere  of 
the  detachments  were  prompt  and  efficient,  while  the  men  of  both  land  forcet 
and  marines,  by  their  implicit  obedience  of  orders,  have  proved  themselves 
worthy  of  any  service  whatever.  The  kindness  of  Captain  Phelps,  of  ibe 
Benton,  in  giving  personal  attention  to  the  outfit  of  the  expedition,  is  kiudl; 
remembered. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  ROBERTS, 
Gjlond  Coamanding  Od  Segment  Iliinaa  V»AvadMn. 

Flag  Officer  A.  H.  Foote. 


Caibo,  Aprd  4,  1863. 
This  morning  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and  Pittsburg,  with  three  mortal 
boats,  opened,  and  continued  fur  more  than  an  hour   a  fire  on  the  rebeli' 
heavy  floating  battery  at  Island  No.  10,  when  the  latter,  having  reoeivMl 
several  shells  from  the  rifles  and  mortars,  cut  loose  from  her  moorings  and 
drifted  down  the  river  two  or  three  miles.     The  shells  were  thrown  from  tbe 
flotilla  into  different  forts  of  the  island  and  into  the  rebel  batteries  lining  the 
'  Tennessee  shore.     The  return  fire  produced  no  effect  on  the  sijnadroo.    So 
more  men  than  were  actually  necessary  to  man  the  batteries  were  visible 
A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer,  l,c 
Bon.  Gideon  Wkixes, 

Secntart/  ^  the  Navy. 


FLiO-SriAMIR  BiKTOtt, 

Of  Inland  No.  10,  April  6,  1B«L 

Sir  :  t  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  gunbost  Caruih 

delet  ran  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  nnder  a  heav^  fire  of 

forty-seven  gnns,  and  reached  New  Madrid  safely,  withoat  even  receiving  a 

shot.    Captain  Walke,  his  oEBcera  and  crew,  merit  the  ccniUDendation  of  the 
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governineDt  for  their  gallBDtry,  cotdoeM,  and  general  oondact  on  this  occa- 
Biun.  1  would  eapecially  call  Uie  attention  of  the  department  to  the  acting 
first  master,  Hr.  Soel,  of  CiQcinnati,  who  so  creditably  volunteered  his  aer- 
vices  to  ^  in  the  Carondelet,  and  did  go  in  ber,  althongh  he  was  attached 
to  the  gnnboat  Cincinnati. 

I  enclose  a  correspondence,  or  a  copy  of  it,  between  Major  General  Pope, 
at  New  Madrid,  and  myself,  in  relation  to  another  gnnbuot  attempting  to 
run  tbe  bbckade  for  bis  relief  nr  assistance. 

The  rebels  ore  very  strongly  fortified  here,  and  seem  determined  to  do  all 
in  tlieir  power  to  maintain  their  position.  I  trust,  howsver,  when  General 
Pupe  crosses  with  his  army  and  moves  upon  their  rear  that  we  shall  be  able, 
by  an  attack  in  front,  to  carry  the  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gldeok  WEUja,  , 

Secretary  of  ttc  Savy. 


WUt*. 

UNtfGD  SriTEs  FLAff-SrSAUER  Bentow, 

Off  leUmd  So.  10,  JforcA  30,  1869. 

&K :  Too  wiU  avail  yourself  of  the  firat  fog  or  rainy  night,  and  dn'ft  your 
steamer  down  past  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore  and  Island  No.  10, 
natil  jou  reach  New  Madrid. 

I  assign  you  this  service,  as  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  capture  of  this 
place  that  a  gnnboat  should  soon  be  at  new  Madrid  for  the  purpose  of  cov- 
ering General  Pope's  army  while  he  crosses  at  that  point  to  the  opposite  or 
to  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  that  he  may  move  his  army  up  to  Island 
No.  10,  and  attack  the  rebels  in  rear  while  we  attack  them  in  front. 

Should  yon  succeed  in  reaching  General  Pope,  you  will  freely  confer  with 
him,  and  adopt  bis  snggestions,  so  far  as  yonr  superior  knowledge  of  what 
your  boat  will  perform  will  enable  yon  to  do,  for  tbe  purpose  of  protecting 
his  force  while  crossing  the  river. 

Ton  will  also,  if  you  have  coal,  and  the  current  of  the  river  will  permit, 
fltearo  op  the  river  when  tiie  array  moves,  fur  the  porpose  of  attacking  their 
fortifications.  Still  yon  will  act  cautiously  here,  as  yonr  own  will  be  the 
only  boat  below. 

Ton  will  capture  or  destroy  the  rebel  steam  gunboat  Grampus,  and  the 
transports,  if  possible,  between  this  place  and  No.  10,  at  such  time  as  will 
not  embarraea  you  in  placing  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Pope 
at  the  earliest  possible  time  after  leaving  this  place. 

On  this  delicate  and  somewhat  hazardous  service  to  which  I  assign  yon  I 
must  enjoin  upon  you  the  importance  of  keeping  your  lights  secreted  in  the 
bold  or  put  out,  keeping  your  officers  and  men  from  speaking  at  all  when 
passing  tbe  forts,  above  a  whisper,  and  then  only  on  duty,  and  of  using  every 
other  precaution  to  prevent  tlie  rebels  suapecting  that  you  are  dropping 
below  their  batteries. 

If  you  succesafnliy  perform  this  dnty  assigned  you,  which  you  so  wil- 
lingly undertake,  it  will  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  you  and  all  belong- 
ing to  your  vessel,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  government  will  fully  ap- 
preciate and  reward  you  for  a  service  which,  I  trust,  will  enable  the  army 
to  cxf»»  the  river  and  make  a  enceesaful  attack  in  rear  while  we  storm  the 
batteries  in  front  of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebels- 
Commending  yon  and  all  who  compose  your  oomaiand  to  tbe-oan  •ii4 
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protection  of  God,  who  mlee  the  vorld  and  directs  aM  things,  I  am,  respect- 
fullj',  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flog-Offica; 
Commander  H.  Walks, 

Commanding  CanmdelH. 

P.  S. — Should  yoo  meet  with  disaster,  you  will,  as  a  last  resort,  destroy 
the  etcam  machinery,  and,  if  posaible  to  escap>e,  set  fire  to  your  gnuboal,  or 
sink  her,  aud  prevent  her  from  falliug  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

A.  H.  F. 


Usttro  Statbs  FLA0-9nAimi  B«nto», 
•  ■  Off  Ixtand  No.  10,  Jprii  i,  1863. 

Orkeral  ;  The  gunboat  Carondelet,  Commander  Walke,  left  her  anchorage 
this  eveuiiig,  M  10  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  for  the  parpnse  of  nrn- 
niiig  the  Gre  of  the  batteries  ud  Island  No.  10  and  those  lining  the  TeniM» 
see  shore,  to  join  yonr  forces  at  New  Madrid.  By  s  previous  concerted 
signal  of  three  minute-guns,  twice  fired  at  intervals  of  five  minutes,  which 
have  since  been  heard,  as  near  as  the  heavy  thunder  would  enable  ns  to 
ascertain,  leads  me  to  hupe  that  the  blockade  has  been  run  succesBrnllj, 
although  the  batteries  opened  upon  her  with  forty-seven  guns  while  passiog. 
I  am,  therefore,  so  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of  the  noble  oEGcen 
and  men  who  so  readily  were  disposed  to  attempt  the  hazardous  serrice, 
that  I  beg  you  will  immediately  inform  me  by  bearer  if  Commander  Walke 
haa  arrived  with  his  vessel,  and  the  condition  in  which  you  find  her  and  ber 
officers  and  men. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer. 
Uajor  General  Jobs  Pops, 

Commanding  Army  at  Hew  Madrid,  JtCisBOuri. 


UHr/tlm  Gaunt  Pap*  to  Fl^-Qglaer  Jtnft. 

HtAIXlDARTERB  DlSTBICT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

New  Madiid,  April  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Yonr  note  of  yesterday  has  jnst  been  received.  Captain  Walke  »^ 
rived  safely  with  the  Carondelet,  not  a  shot  having  touched  ber.  Offioen 
and  men  are  in  good  condition  for  service. 

I  requested  Colonel  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  write  to  yno 
yesterday  in  relation  to  sending  another  one  of  the  gunboata,  and,  with  pro- 
found respect,  I  venture  to  nrge  yon  still  further  on  the  Bubjr>ct.  I  haveD'''t 
a  doubt  but  that  one  of  them  could  run  the  batteries  without  any  serious 
injury.  Notwithstanding  their  inferior  character,  the  enemy's  guDlx«u 
paHB  and  repass  our  batteries  in  the  night  without  injury. 

Hy  best  artillerists — officers  of  the  regular  army,  of  many  yeara'  expe- 
rience— state  positively  that  it  ie  impossible,  in  the  night,  to  fire  with  an* 
kind  of  certainty  the  large  guns  (32b)  of  our  batteries,  especially  at  a  muv- 
ing  object     The  shot  fired  at  the  Carondelet  passed  300  feet  above  her. 

I  am  thus  urgent,  sir,  because  the  lives  of  thousands  of  men,  and  the  sac- 
cess  of  our  operations,  hang  upon  yonr  decision.  With  the  two  boats  all  i^ 
safe;  with  one  it  ia  nucertaio.    The  lives  of  the  men  compoaing  this  anny 
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are  in  m;  keeping,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  omitting  kdv  steps  to  fortify 
this  muvement  against  any  accident  which  might  occasion  disaster  not  to  be 
repaired. 

Certainly  the  risk  to  a  gnnboat  rnnning  down  in  the  night  is  not  nearly 
HO  great,  and  involves  no  snch  conaequences,  as  the  risk  to  ten  thousand 
men  crossing  a  great  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  excuse  me,  I  am  sure,  if  I  seem  urgent.  A  sense  of  duty  impels 
me  to  present  the  facts  as  forcibly  as  possible 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  POPE, 


Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Ckmimanding  Mrnmippi  Flotilla. 


Maojr  Oeneral  Commanding. 


iMtrfnn  Flag-(fgietr  Foote  to  Qntnd  Pup: 

Flao-Steaxeb  Benton, 
Off  lOand  No.  10,  April  6,  1862. 
General:  Year  letter  of  this  day's  date,  announcing  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Carondelet  at  New  Madrid,  was  received  at  8  o'clock  this  evening.    The 
telegram  of  Assistant  Secretary  Scott  reached  me  a  few  minutes  later. 

Colonel  Bissel,  who  has  charge  of  the  steamers  and  barges  now  in  the 
slough,  en  rouffl  to  New  Uadrid,  has  requested  that  two  tugs,  even,  might 
be  sent  to  you,  which  would,  with  arrangements  he  could  make,  enable  yon 
to  transport  your  forces  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  case  it  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  send  a  gunboat  for  that  purpose.  You,  yourself,  in 
a  late  letter,  apply  for  a  gunboat,  our  smallest  gunboat,  even,  for  that  purpose. 
I  could  last  night,  had  you  made  a  point  of  having  two  gunboats,  sent  them 
with  comparative  safety,  as  the  night  was  dark,  while  the  vivid  lightning 
enabled  the  pilots  to  keep  the  channel.  Again,  it  is  now  too  late  to  obtain 
the  hay  and  other  necessary  articles  for  the  protection  of  the  gunboat  to- 
night, to  say  nothing  of  the  clear  atmosphere,  rendering  a  boat  as  visible, 
or  as  good  an  object  to  sight,  as  in  the  daytime.  For  these  reasons  I  can- 
not, neither  does  a  single  navy  officer,  and,  I  presume,  not  a  pilot,  in  the 
squadron,  consider  that  a  gunboat  could  run  the  blockade  to-night  without 
an  almost  certainty  of  its  being  sunk  in  the  attempt,  especially  if  the  guns 
were  served  with  any  degree  of  skill  or  ability  whatever. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  expression  in  your  letter,  "The  success  of  our  opera- 
tions bangs  upon  your  (my)  decision,"  especially  referring  to  my  directing 
a  gunboat  to  attempt  running  the  blockade  in  this  clear  night;  for,  in  my 
judgment,  and  that  of  all  the  other  officers,  the  boat  might  as  well  expect  to 
run  it  in  the  daytime.  I  cannot  consider  the  running  of  your  blockade, 
where  the  river  is  nearly  a  mile  wide,  and  only  exposed  to  a  few  light  guns; 
at  all  comparable  to  running  it  here,  where  a  boat  has  not  only  to  pass 
seven  batteries,  but  has  to  be  kept  "  head  on  "  to  a  battery  of  eleven  heavy 
guns  at  the  head  of  Island  No.  10,  and  to  pass  within  300  yards  of  this  strong 
battery.  If  it  did  not  sink  the  gunboat,  we  would,  in  the  navy,  consider  the 
gunners  totally  unfit  for  employment  in  the  service;  and,  therefore,  my  re- 
sponsibility for  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  charge  induces 
me  to  decline  a  request  which  would,  especially  without  protection  to  the 
boat,  were  Uie  rebels  at  all  competent  to  perform  their  duty,  result  in  the 
sacrifice  of  the  boat,  her  officers,  and  men,  which  sacrifice  I  should  not  be 
jastiHed  in  making — certainly  not  now,  when,  by  your  own  admission,  it 
will  be  easy  for  the  new  rebel  steamers,  reported  to  be  on  their  way  up  the 
IT    V-   Tin.,   art  OK  \S 
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river,  to  pass  your  batteries  in  the  night,  aud  if  they  meet  my  Hquadron' 
reduced  by  loss,  bo  aa  to  be  unable  to  cope  with  them,  can  continue  up  the 
Minsissippi  or  Ohio  to  St.  Louis  or  U)  Cincinnati. 

lu  view,  however,  of  reoderiug  ynu  all  the  aid  yon  request,  and  no  doabt 
require,  while  I  regret  that  you  had  uot  earlier  eipresaed  the  appreheoBioQ 
of  the  necessity  of  two  gunboatB,  instead  of  the  smaller  gunboat,  1  will,  to- 
morrow, endeavor  to  prepare  another  boat;  and  if  the  night  is  such  as  will 
render  her  roaning  the  blockade  without  serious  disaster  at  all  probable,  I 
will  make  the  attempt  to  send  yon  the  additional  boat  requested  in  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag-Officer  Commanding  Naval  Foroet,  Watlem  Wal<n. 
Major  General  John  Pope, 

Commanding  Army  at  New  Madrid. 


Ukited  States  Flao-Stbahkr  Bckto.i, 

Of  Mand  No.  10,  Jprd  6,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  several  letters  and  papers  referring  lo 
our  action  here  within  the  last  three  or  four  days. 

By  spiking  the  rebel  guns  in  oue  fort,  and  compelling  the  floating  ballen 
to  cut  adrift  from  her  moorings  oa  the  following  day  from  onr  effective  fire 
upon  her,  these  have  enabled  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Waike,  to  run,  »s 
I  hope,  Buccesafully  the  blockade,  and  join  General  Pope  at  New  Madri<i 
who  has  been  urging  me  to  send  him  one  or  two  gunboats  to  cover  his  tnxipi^ 
while  he  lands  in  force  to  attack  them  in  front.  Wbile  the  Carondelet  was 
running  the  blockade  last  night  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  ibe 
batteries  opened  upon  her  with  forty-seven  guns,  ^till,  as  the  preconcerted 
signal  with  that  vessel  of  firing  minute  guns  was  mode  as  far  as  the  hevvr 
thunder  would  enable  us  to  hear,  I  trust  that  she  is  now  safely  at  New 
Madrid. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  VOOTE.  Flag-Officer. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  Wash}ngUm,  B.  (7. 


Pamift  tf  nM  hattaiM  iy  At  OntmMA. 

Unhed  States  Gunboat  CABOKnELrr, 

^ew  Madrid,  April  5,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  lost  night,  about  1  o'clock, 
all  well.  On  our  way  all  of  the  rebel  batteries  and  a  large  number  i^^  in- 
fantry opened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  continued  until  we  were  out  of  rsL^. 
Providentially,  no  damage  was  done  to  the  vessel  or  the  officers  and  itck, 
who  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  courage  and  fidelity.  The  utt> 
ble  storm  which  prevailed  at  the  time  rendered  it  imposaible  to  make  aav 
reliable  observation. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Chmmander,  V.  S.  Navu. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Wester n  Watert.  CiOOqIc 
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[Teteprsioi.  ] 

Stkauer  Benton, 
Off  Mand  No.  10,  April  1,  1863. 
Two  officers  have  this  iustant  boarded  ue  from  Islaiid  No.  10,  stating  that, 
b^  order  of  their  commanding  officer,  they  are  ordered  to  surrender  Island 
.\o.  10  t'j  the  commodore  commanding  the  gunboats.  As  these  officers  knew 
nolhinjf  of  the  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  I  have  sent  Captain  Phelps 
to  ascerlain  something  definite  on  the  subject.  I  will  telegraph  whet^fur- 
Uier  information  is  received.  "^ 

With  General  Pope  now  sdvaucing  from  New  Madrid  in  strong  force  to 
attack  in  rear,  I  am,  with  the  guu  and  mortar  boats,  ready  to  attack  in  front, 
while  General  Buford  here  is  ready  to  cooperate  with  the  land  forcea;  but 
it  aeems  as  if  the  place  is  to  be  surrendered  without  further  defence. 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Mag-Officer  Commanding  Naval  Forcea.Wesiem  Waters. 
Hon.  QiDEOK  Welles, 

Secrdary  of  the  Nauy. 

pLio-StEAKCR  Benton, 
Off  Island  No.  10,  Aptil  8—1  a.  m. 

My  telegram,  three  hours  since,  informed  the  department  that  Island  No. 
lOhad  anrrendered  to  the  gunboats.  Captain  Phelps  has  this  instant  re- 
turned, after  having  had  an  interview  with  the  late  commandant.  1  have 
requested  General  Buford,  commanding  the  troops,  tu  proceed  immediately, 
in  company  with  two  of  the  gunboats,  and  take  possession  of  the  island. 
The  batteries  on  the  Tenneaaee  shore  have  been  hastily  evacuated,  where  we 
Bball  find,  uo  doubt,  in  the  morning,  large  quantities  of  munitions  of  war. 

I  communicate  with  General  Pope,  who  has,  under  cover  of  the  two  gun- 
Iwats  which  gallantly  ran  the  blockade  in  the  tbnnder  sturra,  crossed  ^e 
river  in  force,  and  was  ready,  as  well  as  the  gun  and  mortar  boats,  with 
General  Buford  and  his  troops,  to  make  a  simultaneous  *attack  upon  the 
rebels,  had  they  not  so  hastily  evacuated  the  Tennessee  shore  and  surren* 
dered  Island  No.  10. 

A  full  report  will  be  made  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  possession  of  the  land 
batteries  and  I  am  able  to  communicate  with  General  Pope. 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Officer,  ^. 

Hud.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (Ae  Naxnj. 


[TelegTSm,  vi*  Cairo.] 

Flap-Steahbr  Benton, 
Off  Mand  No.  10,  April  8,  1862. 
This  morning  at  2  o'clock,  in  a  heavy  thunder-storm,  the  gunboat  PittB> 
bnrg.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  ran  the  blockade,  under  fire  of 
seventy-three  guns,  aad  has  probably  reached  New  Madrid,  and  is  now  with 
the  Carondelet,  Oommodore  Waike,  as  reports  of  heavy  guns  are  beard 
opening  upon  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  to  destroy  them,  that 
General  Pope,  with  his  army,  may  land  on  the  Tennessee  side,  preparatory 
to  raoviof  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  rebels  at  this  place  while  we  attack  them 
JO  front. 

A.  H.  POOTE,  Flag-Qfficer,  Commanding. 
Uon.  Gideon  Welle.",  ,-,  . 

Secretary  cfthe  Navy,Waghinglon,  D.  C.  u,,  ...diyLiOO^IC 
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Flao-Stbahek  Benton, 

Mand  No.  10,  April  9,  ISBS. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  my  report  to  the 
department  of  the  surrender  of  Island  No.  10. 

1  also  send  a  copy  of  the  rebel  navy  signals.  Commander  Kilty,  of  tbe 
gnnboat  Mound  City,  captured  the  signal-book,  signals,  and  telegraphic  dic- 
tionary. As  we  shall  probably  meet  the  rebel  gunboats,  I  retain  the  aigual- 
book,  which  is  aloioat  a  copy  from  ours.  I  will  soon  send  the  drawingKaDd 
plans  of  the  celebrated  floating  battery,  which  lies  submerged  between  her'' 
and  New  Mndrid. 

General  Pope  is  now  with  me,  and  reports  that  he  has  captured  6,000 
prisonerti,  including  three  generals.  He  wisfaes  to  move  an  army  of  2o,u(>0 
men  down  the  river;  but  as  time  is  important,  and  I  am  ready  to  move  villi 
the  flotilla,  I  have  asked  him  to  send  some  8,000  or  6,000  with  us,  by  which 
I  hope  to  move  on  Fort  Pillow  by  day  after  to-morrow.  It  is  important  thai 
an  early  move  should  be  made  on  our  part  on  Fort  Pillow,  before  the  rebels 
recover  from  their  panic,  and  then  we  are  on  to  Memphis. 

I  write  in  the  greatest  haste,  and  trust  that  this  incoherent  report  will  be 


Hon.  GiDEOs  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Ogietr 


Flao-Sbip  Bentok, 
Inland  No.  10,  April  8,  1862,  fvia  Cairo.' 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  I  eent  the  t«tc^tu3 
last  night,  announcing  the  surrender  to  me  of  Island  Nu.  10,  possession  ha 
been  taken  of  both  the  island  and  the  works  upon  the  Tennessee  shore  bv  li"^ 
gunboats  and  the  troops  under  command  of  General  Buford.  Seveuttrc 
ofBcers  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  privates,  besides  one  hondred  ^■'. 
their  sick  and  one  hundred  men  employed  on  board  the  transpKirte,  an.-  ia 
onr  bands,  unconditional  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  caused  a  hasty  examination  to  be  made  of  the  forts,  batteries.  u'-J 
munitions  of  war  captured.  There  are  eleven  earthworks,  with  sevmty 
heavy  cannon,  varying  in  calibre  from  33  to  lOO-pounders,  rifled.  Tlie  mo^'^ 
zines  are  well  supplied  with  powder,  and  there  are  large  qnsntitiea  of  ultu 
shells,  and  other  munitions  of  war,  and  also  great  quantities  of  provi«t<'3> 
Four  steamers  afloat  have  fallen  into  our  hanids,  aria  two  others,  with  lit 
rebel  gunboat  Grampus,  are  sunk,  but  will  be  easily  raised.  The  floiliii? 
battery  of  sixteen  heavy  guns,  turned  adrift  by  the  rebels,  is  said  to  beb"i-r 
on  the  Missouri  shore  below  New  Madrid.  Two  wharf  boats,  loaded  v'':.l 
provisions,  are  also  in  our  possesBion. 

The  enemy  upon  the  main  land  appears  to  have  fled  with  great  prectpti.v 
tion  after  dark  last  night,  leaving,  in  many  cases,  half-prepared  mesl^'  :> 
their  quarters;  and  there  seems  to  have  been  no  concert  of  action  b^t*'" 
the  rebels  upon  the  island  and  those  occupying  the  shore,  but  the  latter  p  - 
leaving  the  former  to  their  fate.  These  works,  erected  with  the  highest  '■> 
gineering  skill,  are  of  great  strength,  and,  with  theit  natural  advanti.'^ 
would  have  been  impregnable  if  defended  by  men  fighting  iu  a  better  cin^ 

A  combined  attack  of  the  naval  and  land  forces  would  have  taken  p'l'' 
this  afternoon  or  to-morrow  morning  had  not  the  rebels  abandoned  tbi- 
stronghold.    To  mature  these  plans  of  attack  absolutely  required  tlif  la'' 
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twenty-three  days  of  preparatioD.  General  Pope  is  momentarily  expected 
to  arrive  with  his  army  at  this  point,  lie  having  snccesafully  crossed  the 
river  yesterday,  under  a  heavy  fire,  whiob,  no  doubt,  led  to  the  hasty  aban- 
donment of  the  works  last  night.  I  am  unofficially  informed  that  the  two 
gunboats  which  so  gallantly  ran  the  6re  of  the  rebel  batteries  a  few  nights 
since  yesterday  attacked  and  reduced  a  fort  of  the  enemy  opposite,  mount- 
ing eight  heavy  guns. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  of  General  Mackall  on  aBSumtng 
command  of  the  rebel  forces  on  the  5th  instant : 

"  Headquabtbbs,  MiDBin  Bend,  April  5,  1862. 
"Soldiers  ;  We  are  strangerg,  commander  and  commanded,  each  to  the 
other.  Let  me  tell  you  who  1  am.  I  am  a  general  made  by  Beauregard ;  a 
general  selected  by  Beauregard  and  Bragg  for  this  command  when  they 
knew  it  was  in  peril.  They  have  known  me  for  twenty  years  ;  together  we 
have  stood  on  the  fields  of  Mexico.  Give  them  your  confidence  now  ;  give 
it  to  me  when  I  have  earned  it. 

"Soldiers,  the  Mississippi  vallejr  iS  intrusted  to  your  courage,  to  yotir 
discipline,  to  your  patience.  Exhibit  the  vigilance  aud  coolness  of  last 
night,  and  hold  it. 

"W.  D.  MACKALL, 
"  Brigadier  Qeneral  Commanding." 

I  regret  that  the  painful  condition  of  my  foot,  still  requiring  me  to  use 
crutches,  prevented  me  from  making  a  personal  examination  of  the  works. 
I  was  therefore  compelled  to  delegate- that  duty  to  Lieutenant  Cotnmanding 
S.  L.  Phelps,  of  the  flag-ship  Benton. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c, 

A.  H.  FOOTE, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  N.  F ,  Western  Waters. 
Hon.  GiDEOX  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Engagement  of  Ihe  Carondfiel  and  PUl^urg  wilh  Ike  enemy  i»  the  vicinity  cf 
New  Madrid,  AprU  6,  1862. 

UNiTEn  States  Steauer  Bentok, 

leland  ^"o.  10,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Commander  Walks,  of  the 
g'uuboat  Carondelet,  detailing  the  services  rendered  by  him  and  the  Pitta- 
burg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Thompson,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Madrid, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  boats  opened  upon  and  effectually  silenced 
and  captured  several  heavy  batteries  on  the  Tennessee  side  of  the  river,  on 
the  Gth  and  7th  instant,  without  which  destruction  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  General  Pope  to  have  crossed  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  rebels  in  the  rear  at  No.  10,  while  the  gun  and  mortar  boats 
woald  make  the  attack  in  front, 

Tbere  has  been  an  efiective  and  harmonious  co-operation  between  the  land 
and  oaval  forces,  which  has,  under  Providence,  led  to  the  glorious  result  of 
tbc  fall  of  this  stronghold.  No.  10,  with  the  garrison  and  munitions  of  war, 
:ind  I  regret  to  sec  in  the  despatches  of  Major  General  Halieck,  from  St. 
Louis,  no  reference  is  made  to  the  capture  of  forts,  and  the  continuous  shell- 
inji  of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  the  navy's  receiving  the  surrender  of  iio. 
10,  wrhen,  in  reality,  it  should  be  recorded  as  an  bistorioal  fact  that  botk 
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services  equally  contributed    to   the  victory — a    btoodless    victory— more 
creditable  to  bumaoity  tbau  if  tbouaande  had  been  slain. 

I  also  enclose  reports  from  Lieutenants  CommaDdin^  Gwin  and  Sbitk,  of 
the  gnnboata  Tyler  and  Lexington,  in'  the  Tennessee,  giving  a  graphic  ac- 
count  of  that  great  battle,  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  these  boatH  oear 
Pittsburg;  stating  that  "when  the  left  wiDg  of  our  army  was  being driTM 
into  the  river,  at  short  range,  they  opened  fire  upon  them,  sileocing  tbe 
enemy,  and,  aa  I  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the  field,  totally  demorJ- 
Izing  his  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position  in  a  perfect  rout,  in  Ife 
epaoe  of  ten  mintUea." 

These  officers  and  men,  fts  well  aa  those  of  Commander  Walke,  and  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet  and  Pitt^urg,  behaved  with  a  degree  d 
gallantry  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  navy. 

I  proceeded  to-dav,  with  tlie  entire  flotilla,  to  New  Madrid,  and  leave  to- 
morrow for  Fort  Pillow,  or  the  next  point  down  the  river  which  may  attempt 
to  resist  the  raising  of  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Ogietr, 

Hon.  OiDEOK  Wbllbs,  * 

Secrdary  of  the  Navy,  Waahinglon,  D..C. 


UsiTED  SrATES  GOKBOAT  Uahondelet, 

O^  TiptonviUe,  Tenn.,  April  8, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  instructioDS  uf  General  Pope,  I  received  on 
board  General  Grainger  and  staff  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  and 
proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  river  opposite  this  place,  making  an  eilen- 
sive  reconnoissance. 

On  onr  way  down  we  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  some  of  the  enemr'^ 
batteries  on  the  Tennessee  side,  and  on  our  way  back  we  attacked  one  .f 
two  siego  guns,  28-poundfrB,  n'hich  iiad  engaged  uc  We  disabled  and 
spiked  these  guns  without  leceiving  any  injury.  Tlie  remainder  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  fired  upon  ue  on  our  way  to  New  Madrid,  as  long  at  *'£ 
were  within  range. 

After  my  return  to  New  Madrid  Gc^neral  Pope  informed  niu  of  your  inteft- 
tion  to  send  another  gunboat,  and  requested  that  I  should  go  down  tbr 
river  and  destroy  the  remaining  rebel  batteries  above  Point  Pleasant 

At  dawn  the  following  morning,  and  oftcr  a  given  signal,  he  would  land 
bis  army  and  attack  that  of  the  enemy  at  or  near  Island  No,  10.  The  Pitl*- 
burg  did  not  arrive  until  5  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  but,  as  the  transp'jrl^ 
(one  at  least,)  without  troops  on  board,  were  under  way,  going  down.  I  ?'•'■ 
under  way  at  6.30,  (having  ordered  Commander  Thompson  verbally,  aad  ty 
signal,  to  follow  my  motions,)  and  proceeded  down  to  the  enemy's  lower 
and  heaviest  battery,  consisting  of  one  64-pound  gun  and  two  Sl-poDoJ 
siege  howitzers.  We  opened  a  constant,  deliberate,  and  well-directed  Grc 
upon  it  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  feebly  assisted  by  our  batteries  on 
shore,  when  the  enemy  slackened  bis  fire.  A  shot  passed  through  onr  fuortb 
cutter  and  starboard  quarter,  cutting  away  the  sheave  of  our  wbeel-ropt. 
striking  our  stern-gun,  and  bounding  over  our  stern.  About  this  time  the 
Pittsburg  commenced  firing  at  long  range,  as  she  came  down.  As  soun  ai 
onr  steering  gear  was  repaired,  I  gradually  closed  on  the  euemy,  &ring  • 
shot  now  and  then,  (the  Pittsburg,  at  a  distance  astern,  throwing  nhell  id  a 
dangerous  position  across  our  bow,)  until  the  fort  was  deaerted  by  tbe 
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enemy.  I  apjked  and  disabled  the  gnna  of  tliJn  fort,  and  I  tbeo  proceeded 
npSOO  juds  farther,  and  found  a  64-poander  aiege  howitzer  dismounted  ; 
300  yards  further  on  I  spiked  another  64-poQuder  siege  howitzer,  and  480 
yards  farther  wo  found  a  fine  64-pouDd  gun  on  a  pivot,  spiked,  and  being 
deBcrted  by  the  enemy,  who  set  fire  to  a  private  residence  there,  and  upon 
whom  we  fired  as  they  ran  off.  A  large  quantity  of  ammunition  was  left 
by  them  at  each  fort.  I  then  made  the  required  signal,  crossed  over  to  our 
army,  received  further  instruotionB  from  General  Pope,  and  covered  their 
disembarkment  on  the  Tennessee  shore,  at  the  captured  fort,  above  Point 
Pleasnnt.  At  evening  we  steamed  down  to  our  camp  opposite  the  enemy's 
fort  at  this  place,  and  headed  the  gunboats  for  the  enemy's  batten*  until 
early  this  morning,  when  we  got  under  way  and  crossed  over  to  Tipton- 
ville,  the  enemy  having  disappeared. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel,  during  the  trials  and  dangers  of 
tfaeir  battles,  conducted  themselves  with  admirable  coolness  and  ability ;  to 
do  justice  to  many  of  whom  will  require  a  more  special  letter. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N. 
Flag^Jfficer  A.  H.  Footh, 

Commanding  U.  &  Naval  Forcex,  Wentem  Waters. 


Alport  1^ 

United  States  Gunboat  Ttleb, 

PiU»burg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  enemy  attacked  our  lines  on 
the  left  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  at  6.S0,  and,  by  hia  overwhelming 
nambers,  forced  oar  men  to  fall  back  in  some  confusion.  At  9.25,  finding 
that  the  rebels  were  still  driving  our  left  wing  back,  I  steamed  up  to  a 
point  one  mile  above  Pittsburg,  taking  a  good  position  to  support  our 
troops,  shoold  they  be  forced  down  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  lO.lfi  the 
Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  joined  me,  having  come  up  from 
Crump's  landing.  After  a  short  time  she  returned,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting the  command  of  General  Wallace,  which  occupied  that  point. 

Sot  having  received  any  instructions  from  the  commanding  general  in 
regard  to  the  service  to  be  rendered  by  the  gunboats,  I  awaited  them 
patie.ntly,  although,  for  an  hour  or  more,  shot  and  shell  were  falling  all 
aroand  ua.  Feeling  that,  could  some  system  of  communication  be  estab- 
lished, the  Tyler  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  left  wing,  at  1.25  p.  m. 
I  sent  an  officer,  requesting  that  I  might  be  allowed  to  open  on  the  woods 
in  the  direction  of  the  batteries  and  advancing  forces  of  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Enrlbnrt,  who  commanded  on  our  left,  sent  me  word  to  do  so,  giving 
me  direcUoDB  how  to  fire  that  I  might  do  it  with  no  danger  to  our  troops, 
and  expressing  himself  grateful  for  this  offer  of  support,  saying  that  with- 
out re^uforcementa  be  would  not  be  able  to  maintain  the  position  he  then 
occupied  for  an  hour.  Therefore,  at  2  50  I  opened  fire  in  the  line  directed, 
iritb  good  effect,  silencing  their  battery  on  our  left ;  at  3.50  ceased  firing, 
lad  dropped  down  opposite  the  landing  at  Pittsburg. 

Sent  Ur.  Peters,  gunner,  on  shore,  to  communicate  with  General  Grant  for 
urtber  inatructions.  His  reponae  waa,  to  uae  my  own  judgment  in  the  mat- 
er. At  4  p.  m.  the  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk,  having 
trrived  from  Crump'a  landing,  the  Tyler,  in  company  with  the  Lexington.j 
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took  position  three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  Pittsbar^,  and  opened  a  heavy 
file  in  tbe  direction  of  the  rebel  batteries  on  their  right,  tbe  mieeileB  from 
wtiich  were  falling  all  around  ua.  We  silenced  tbem  in  thirty  minutes.  At 
5.30,  the  rebels  having  succeeded  in  gaining  a  position  on  our  left,  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  tanding  at  PittBburg  and  half  a  mile  from  ihe 
river,  both  vessels  opened  a  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  on  them,  and  in  a 
short  time,  in  conjunction  with  our  artillery  on  shore,  succeeded  in  silenciog; 
their  artillery,  driving  them  back  in  coiifnsion. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Tyler  opened  deliberate  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's 
right  wing,  throwing  6"  and  10"  shell ;  at  6.26  ceased  firing. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  Tyler  again  opened  fire,  by  direction  of  Geoera)  Nelson, 
(who  greatly  distinguished  himself  iu  yesterday's  eugagement,)  throwbg 
5",  10",  and  15"  shell  and  an  ot^casiunal  shrapnelt  from  the  howitzer,  at 
intervals  of  ten  minutes,  iu  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  right  wing,  uniil 
1  B.  m.,  when  the  Lexington  relieved  us,  and  continued  the  fire  at  intervals 
of  fifteen  minutes,  till  5  a.  m.,  when,  our  land  forces  having  attacked  tbe 
enemy,  forcing  them  gradually  back,  it  made  it  dangeroae  for  the  gunboats 
to  fire. 

At  T  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Grant — enclosed  is  a 
copy — which  prevented  the  gunboats  taking  an  active  part  throngbont  tbe 
rest  of  the  day.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk  deserves  the  highest  praise 
for  the  efQcient  manner  in  which  the  battery  of  the  Lexington  was  serre^ 
At  5.35  p.  m.  the  enemy  were  forced  to  retreat  in  haste,  having  conteat«9 
every  inch  of  ground  with  great  stubbornness  during  the  entire  day. 

The  ofBcers  and  men  of  this  vessel  displayed  their  nsnal  gallantry  and 
enthusiasn  during  the  entire  day  aud  night.  Your  "old  wooden  boats."  I 
feel  confident,  rendered  invaluable  service,  on  the  6th  instaot,  to  the  land 
forces.  Gunnor  Herman  Peters  deserves  great  credit  for  the  prompt  and 
courageous  manner  in  which  he  traversed  our  lines,  conveying  commDoica- 
tions  from  this  vessel  to  the  commanding  general. 

The  rebels  had  a  force  of  lUO.OOO  men;  A.  S.  Johnson,  (killed— body  found 
on  the  field,)  Beauregard,  Hardee,  Bragg,  and  Polk  being  tbeir  commanding 
generals.  Governor  Johnson,  provisional  governor  of  Kentucky,  ib  a  prisoner 
in  our  hands,  mortally  wounded.  Loss  severe  on  both  sides;  oars  probably 
10,000;  the  rebels  sufiered  a  much  greater  one.  I  think  this  has  been  a 
crushing  blow  to  the  rebellion. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  either  of  the  gunboats 

The  Tyler  expended  188  shell,  four  solid  shot,  two  stand  of  grape,  and 
six  shrapnell.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding  Shirk's  repoil. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  Gwm, 

Lieuienant  Commanding  Division,  of  OunboaU  on  Tetmeseee  Bivrr. 
Flag-Officer  A.  H.  Fooib, 

(hmmanding  Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waten. 


nNiTED  States  Ginboat  Lexikgtok, 

PiUAarg,  Tennessee,  April  8,  1862. 
Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  while  lying  at  Crump's  landing, 
I  heard  severe  cannonading  in  tlie  direction  of  Pittsburg.    I  got  under  way, 
and  stood  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  C^rii 
of  the  Tyler. 


GiXH^Ic 
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CpoD  my  reaching  this  place  I  foand  that  &d  attack  had  been  made  by 
the  rebels  in  force.  I  returned  to  Crump's  to  support  the  division  under 
command  of  General  Lew.  Wallace,  when  I  found  that  his  division  had  pr<H 
ceeded  to  join  the  raain  fores,  back  of  Pittsburg  landing. 

I  then  ateamed  back  to  tUia  place,  and  no  iustructions  reaching  the  gun- 
boats from  the  commanding  general  on  shore,  we  were  forced  U>  remain 
inactive  hearers  of  the  desperate  fight,  until  the  left  wing  of  our  forces 
having  been  forced  back  and  completely  turned,  and  the  rebels  getting  so 
near  the  river  that  the  missiles  from  their  butteriea  fell  thick  and  fast  over 
and  around  us,  enabled  us  to  use  our  great  guns  with  snch  eSect  that  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  silenced  in  thirty  minutes. 

This  was  between  4.10  and  4.40  p.  ra.    Again,  at  5.35,  the  enemy  having 

Sined  a  position  on  the  left  of  onr  lines,  within  an  eighth  of  a  mile  of  the 
iding  and  of  the  transports,  we  again,  with  the  Tyler,  opened  fire  upon 
them,  silencing  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  hear  from  many  army  officers  on  the 
field,  totally  demoralizing  hia  forces,  and  driving  them  from  their  position, 
in  a  perfect  rout,  tn  the  space  of  ten  minulea. 

The  firing  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces  then  ceased.  At  eight  o'clock  I 
went  duwn  to  Crump's  landing,  and  finding  that  everything  was  quiet  there 
returned  to  this  place. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  Tth  I  relieved  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Gwin, 
in  a  position  immediately  above  the  landing,  and  fired,  until  daylight,  a 
shell  every  fifteen  minutes  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

Yesterday,  at  daylight,  the  fight  recommenced  between  the  two  parties 
on  shore,  and  continued  until  5  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  m^e  a  hurried 
retreat. 

The  gunboats  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  of  our  lines  not  being 
allowed  to  fire,  I  spent  the  morning  and  part  of  the  afternoon  in  acts  of 
mercy — picking  up  the  wounded  who  had  found  their  way  to  the  river  and 
conveying  them  to  the  hospital  boats. 

I  must  say  that  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  displayed  upon  this  occ^ion,  as  often 
before,  are  beyond  all  praiae.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
^ag-Officer  A.  H.  FootE, 

VnHed  Stales  Navy,  Commanding  United  Slates 

Naoal  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  Cairo,  iUinoM. 


T%anks  of  Iht  dcpartmtnt  to  certain  ^ttn. 

Navy  Depabtment,  April  12, 1862. 

Sib:  The  department  desires  you  to  convey  to  Commander  Henry  Walke 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Carondelet,  also  to  Acting  First  Master 
Hoel,  of  the  Cincinnati,  who  volunteered  for  the  occasion,  its  thanks  for  the 
gallant  and  successful  service  rendered  in  running  the  Carondelet  past  the 
rebel  batteries  on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant.  It  was  a  daring  and  heroic 
act,  well  executed,  and  deserving  of  special  recognition. 

Commendation  is  also  to  be  extended  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Pittsburg,  who,  in  like  manner,  on  the  night  of  the  7tb  instant  performed 
A  similar  service.  These  fearless  acts  dismayed  the  enemy,  enabled  the 
army  under  General  Pope  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  eventuated  in  the 
sarrender  to  yourself  of  Island  No.  10,  and  finally  in  the  capture,  by  General 
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Pope,  of  the  forte  on  the  Tenneeaee  shore,  and  the  retreating  rebeis  under 
General  Mackall. 

•  I  would  also,  in  this  connexion,  render  the  acknowledgmenta  which  ue 
justly  due  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  several  bnate  who,  in  conjaDction 
with  a  detachment  of  the  forty-second  Illinois  regiment,  under  Cobnel 
Roberts,  captured  the  first  rebel  batter;  and  spiked  the  gnns  on  Island  No.' 
10  on  the  night  of  the  Ist  instant.  Snch  services  are  duly  appreciated  by 
the  department,  which  extends  its  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  Ibe 
achicrenieut. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDKON  WELLES. 
Flag-OflScer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Ounboat  Flolilla,  ifc.,  Cairo,  lUinoin. 


Destruction  <^  lretUe-vx)rk  of  the  Memphia  and  Otarleaton  raiiroad. 

UnITW)  SiaIBS  GnHBOAT  Ttlkr, 

PitU^rg,  Tenneeeee,  April  14,  186S. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Tyler  and  Lezingtoo  convoyed 
two  transports,  containing  two  thousand  troops,  infantry  and  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  General  Sherman,  to  Chickasaw,  Alabama,  where  uiey  di»- 
embarked  and  proceeded  rapidly  to  Bear  Creek  bridge,  the  crossing  of  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston  railroad,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  and  ai 
much  of  the  trestle-work  as  they  could  find. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  expedition  was  entirely  successful.  The 
bridge,  consisting  of  two  spans,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  each,  was  com- 
pletely destroyed,  {i.  e.,  the  superstructure, )  together  with  some  five  hundred 
feet  of  trestle-work  and  half  a  mile  of  telegraph  line. 

The  rebels  made  a  feeble  resistance  to  our  cavalry,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  nuaiber,  but  soon  made  a  hasty  retreat,  losing  four  killed;  oar 
loss,  none. 

I  regret  to  state  that,  in  firing  a  salute  on  the  12tb,  John  D.  Seyrooar, 
boatswain's  mate,  was  so  much  injured  by  the  premature  discharge  of  agon 
as  to  cause  his  death  yesterday  morning. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  and  those  under  yonr  command,  on  your 
great  success  at  Island  No,  10.  Enclosed  I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Shirk's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

WILLIAM  GWIS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  IHoirion  of  Qunboats  on  Tennessee  Biver. 
FUg-Officer  A.  H.  Foote, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  Western  Watern. 


Hag-Officer  Foote  reporbt  having  gone  lo  New  Madrid  from  Island  No.  10. 

Flao-Steambr  Benton, 

Off  Fort  PiUow,  April  14,  1868. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant  I  proceeded  with 
the  flotilla  from  Island  No.  10  to  New  Madrid,  and  left  that  place  with  all 
our  force  on  the  12th  instant,  and  anchored  the  same  evening  near  and  jut 
below  the  Arkansas  line,  fifty  miles  distant  from  New  Madrid. 

C.oogic 
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Early  in  the  morning  General  Pi)pe,  with  Imnsiiorts  convoying  hia  army 
of  twenty  thooBand  men,  arrived  from  New  Madrid.  At  «  o'clock  five  rebel 
gimboats  rounded  the  point  lielow  ns,  when  the  gunboats,  the  Briton  in 
advance,  immediately  got  under  way  and  proceeded  in  pursuit;  and  when 
within  long  range  opened  npou  the  rebels,  followed  by  the  Carondelet,  and 
Cincinnati,  and  the  other  boata.  After  an  exchange  of  some  twenty  shuts, 
ibe  rebel  boats  rapidly  steamed  down  the  river  and  kept  beyond  our  range 
until  tbey  reached  the  batterien  of  Fort  PiHow,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty 
miles.  We  followed  them  to  within  a  mile  of  Fort  Pillow,  within  easy  range 
of  their  batteries,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  good  reconnoiflsaoce,  at  con- 
siderable expense,  however;  but  it  was  not  till  we  had  rounded  to  and  ran 
some  distance  up  the  stream  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  as,  and  then 
with  no  effect,  their  shot,  most  of  them,  going  beyond  us.  Having  accom- 
plished our  object,  I  tied  the  flotilla  up  to  the  banks  on  the  Tennessee  aide, 
out  of  range  of  the  forts,  for  the  night. 

General  Pope,  with  Assistant  Secretary  Scott,  came  aboard  at  3  p.  m., 
when  it  was  arranged  that  the  mortar  boats  should  be  placed  in  the  morning 
on  the  Arkansas  shore,  within  range  of  the  forts,  to  be  protected  by  the 
gnnboats,  and  General  Pope,  with  most  of  his  force,  should  land  ITve  miles 
above,  with  the  view  of  getting  his  army,  if  poasible,  to  the  rear  of  tlio  for- 
tifications and  make  the  attack  in  rear,  while  we  should,  with  gun  and  mortar 
boats,  attack  them  in  front. 

This  place  has  a  long  line  of  fortifications,  with  guns  of  heavy  calibre; 
their  number  and  the  number  of  their  men  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  as- 
certain. The  secession  feeling  here,  as  I  learn  from  several  persoos  coming 
on  board,  is  very  strong,  and  they  express  the  opinion  that  the  resistance 
will  be  very  determined. 

Three  p.  m. — General  Pope  has  returned  with  his  transports,  and  informs 
me  that  be  is  unable  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  rebels  from  any  point  of  the 
river  above,  and  proposes  to  cut  a  canal  on  the  Arkansas  side,  which  will  . 
enable  us  to  get  three  or  four  of  the  gunboats  below,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  cross  the  river  below  the  upper  forts,  and  thus  cut  off  the  batteries.  We 
shall  thus  have  three  iron-clad  boats  above  and  four  below,  which  I  presume 
will  be  all  that  will  be  required  in  case  the  six  gunboata  of  the  rebels  make 
an  attack  upon  either  division,  as  three  of  our  gunboats  ought  successfully 
to  cope  with  six  of  theirs. 

The  mortars  are  now  firing,  and  have  driven  the  rebel  gunboats  out  of 
range  down  the  river. 

I  shatt  continue  to  keep  the  department  advised  of  our  movements. 

The  effects  of  my  wound  have  quite  a  dispiriting  effect  upon  me  from  the 
increased  inflammation  and  swelling  of  my  foot  and  leg,  which  have  indnced 
a  febrile  action,  depriving  me  of  a  good  deal  of  sleep  and  energy.  1  cannot 
^ve  the  wound  that  attention  and  rest  it  absolntely  requires  until  this  place 
is  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Ftag-OffUxr. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wsllss, 

Secretary  of  the  Navtf. 


nag-Officer  Foot^n  report  of  operoiions  of  Fort  Pillow. 
TjKriED  States  Flao-Steaubr  Bintok, 

Off"  Fori  Pillow,  April  11,  1863. 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday,  and  tbe 
day  preceding,  I  had,  with  General  Pope,  made  such  arrangements,  by  «m- 
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bining  nnr  own  with  the  farcee  of  tbe  army,  tbat  our  poaeessioii  of  thia 
8troii)^bold  seemed  to  be  inevitable  in  lees  tban  six  days.  I  had  even 
Btroiigor  hopes  of  this  desirable  result  than  I  entertained  even  at  No.  10,  till 
the  actual  surrender  was  tendered.  Our  object,  then,  after  leaving  a  force 
to  garrison  the  place,  was  to  proceed  to  Memphis  immediately,  where,  I 
have  good  authority  for  stating,  we  would  have  been  received  without  oppo- 
sition. But  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  entire  army  of  General  Pope  this 
morning,  under  orders  to  proceed  directly  up  the  Tennessee  river  to  join 
General  Halleck's  command  at  Pittsburg,  has  frustrated  the  best  matured 
and  most  hopeful  plans  and  expectations  thus  far  formed  in  this  expedition. 
Two  volunteer  regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Fitch,  were  left  here 
by  General  Pope  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla.  While  I  deeply  regret  the 
withdrawal  of  General  Pope's  command,  I  aip  not  at  all  questioning  tJne 
propriety,  and  even  the  necessity,  of  its  presence  at  Pittsburg,  and  I  shall 
use  every  exertion  with  the  force  remaining  to  accomplish  good  results. 

It  is  a  great  object  to  obtain  early  possession  of  this  place  and  Memphis, 
as  ten  of  the  rebel  gunboats  are  now  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  ten  others  are  re- 
ported as  en  route  to  Memphis,  and  daily  expected  at  that  place.  It  is 
reported  that  Commodore  Hollins  left  Fort  Pillow  on  Sunday  to  bring  np  iLe 
heavy  gunboat  Louisiana,  now  about  completed  at  New  Orleans.  With  the 
esception  of  this  vessel,  however,  we  have  little  to  apprehend  from  the  other 
rebel  gunboats,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  four  or  six  deserters 
lately  coming  to  us  from  the  gunboats  at  Fort  Pillow.  At  all  events,  the  depart- 
ment may  rest  assured  of  every  exertion  being  made  on  our  part  to  accom- 
plish the  great  work  intrusted  to  this  expedition.  *  •  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Flag-Cffficer. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam/,  Washington,  D.  C- 


United  States  Flao-Stbauer  Bestok, 

qg'  Fori  Pillow,  AprU  19,  1868. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  (%m- 
munication  of  the  11th  Instant  we  have  been  occasionally  throwing  shells 
into  tlie  rebel  fortifications  from  the  mortar  boats,  which  have  been  returned 
from  their  rifled  guns,  without  producing  any  effect  Ours  have  compelled 
one  encampment  to  remove  its  quarters,  and  from  several  deserters  we  learn 
have  otherwise  discomforted  them. 

One  or  two  examinations  made  by  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  two 
regiments  left  to  co-operate  with  the  flotilla  by  General  Pope  on  withdraw- 
ing his  army,  have  been  unsuccessful,  thus  far,  in  finding  a  bayou  fur  oar 
boats,  and  a  position  below  Fort  Pillow,  where  a  battery  can  be  placed  to 
command  the  river  below.  I  shall  again  render  him  assistance  by  sendiaff 
over  small  boats,  in  hopes  that  at  a  distance  further  up  the  river  we  may  be 
able  to  discover  a  bayou  leading  into  a  lake,  in  which  water  sufficient  maj 
be  found  for  our  gunboats,  with  a  view  of  erecting  a  battery  under  their  pro- 
tection, which  will  blockade  the  river  below  and  enable  his  force,  although 
not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  men,  to  come  upon  the  rebels  in  rear,  while, 
with  the  remaining  gunboats  here,  we  attack  them  in  front. 

I  am  greatly  exercised  about  our  position  here,  on  account  of  tbe  with- 
drawal of  the  army  of  20,000  men,  so  important  an  element  to  the  capture 
of  the  place.  Fort  Pillow  has  for  its  defence  at  least  forty  heavy  guns  in 
position  and  nine  gunboats — aii  of  them,  however,  being  wooden  boats,  but 
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armed  with  heavy  guns — with  a  force  of  six  thousand  troups.  Onr  force 
coasists  of  seven  iron-clad  and  one  wooden  gunboat,  sixteen  mortar  boats, 
only  available  in  throwing  shells  at  a  distance,  and  even  worse  than  useless 
for  defence,  and  a  land  force  of  two  regiments,  not  exceeding  1,500  troops. 
Under  these  circumstances  an  attack  on  our  part,  unless  we  can  at  first 
establish  a  battery  below  the  fort  under  tbe  protection  of  the  gunboats,  and 
to  ci>operate  with  it  after  its  completion,  would  be  extremely  hazardous, 
allhough  its  attempt  might  prove  ancceBsful,  and  even  be  good  policy  nnder 
other  circumBtances;  but  it  can  hardly  now  be  so  regarded,  as  a  disaster 
would  place  all  that  we  have  gained  on  this  and  other  rivers  at  the  mercy  of 
the  rebel  Seet,  unless  the  batteriea  designed  tn  command  the  river  from  below 
are  completed  at  No.  10,  or  at  Columbus,  which  I  very  much  doubt.  I  there- 
fore hesitate  about  a  direct  attack  upon  this  place  now,  more  than  I  should 
were  the  river  above  properly  protected,  although  by  it  and  loss  of  time  tbe 
rebels  may  succeed  in  getting  up  to  Fort  Pillow  their  entire  fleet  of  gun- 
boats. As  I  stated  in  my  last  communication,  had  not  General  Pope's  army 
been  withdrawn  we  have  every  reason  for  believing  that  a  plan  we  had  ' 
adopted  would  have  insured  the  fall  of  Fort  Pillow  in  four  days,  and  enabled 
us  to  have  moved  on  Memphis  in  two  days  afterwards.  It  has  always  been 
my  expectation  that  a  large  army  would  co-operate  with  the  gunboats,  and 
DOW  the  fall  of  Corinth  and  movements  of  our  troops  on  to  Memphis  seem 
to  be  eesential  to  our  holding  this  place  and  reaching  Memphis  with  tbe 
flotilla.  *»****•* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FOOTE,  Ftag-Officer. 
Hon.  GmEOH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


*  Ukited  States  Flao-Steaker  Benton, 

Cff  Fort  Pillow,  April  33,  1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  since  my  last  com- 
munication, with  the  exception  of  a  day  or  two,  when  the  heavy  rains  caused 
the  mortars  to  recoil  dangerously  on  the  wet  platform,  we  have  been  shell- 
ing the  rebel  batteries  at  Fort  Pillow,  and  most  of  the  time  kept  their  gan^ 
boats  beyond  our  range.  Colonel  Fitch,  in  command  of  the  1,200  infantry 
left  here  by  General  Pope,  has  been  examining  bayous  and  creeks,  with  a 
view  of  getting  guns  to  blockade  tbe  river,  and  prevent  the  new  gunboats 
from  coming  up  trom  New  Orleans  and  Memphis;  but,  as  the  rebels  are  iu 
great  force,  and  no  tools  or  conveniences  for  cutting  through  the  swamps 
were  left  by  General  Pope  when  his  army,  so  unfortunately  for  us,  was  with- 
drawn, he  has  made  as  yet  no  satisfactory  progress. 

I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  towards  devising  ways  and  means  prepara- 
tory to  a  successful  atlack  on  the  forts,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so;  hut,  as 
the  capture  of  this  place  was  predicated  upon  a  large  laud  force  co-operating 
with  the  flotilla,  or  its  being  turned  by  the  army  marching  upon  Memphis, 
and  coDsidering  the  difficulties  of  fighting  the  flotilla  down  stream  with  our 
slow  boats  compared  with  up-stream  work,  the  department  will  not  be  sur- 
prised at  onr  delay  and  having  made  no  farther  progress  towards  tbe  cap- 
tnre  of  this  stronghold  of  the  rebels.  I  shall,  however,  do  all  in  my  power 
to  be  successful  here,  and  exert  myself,  Bvon  beyond  my  impaired  health 
and  streng'th,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  gi'cat  object. 

The  rebels  are  strongly  fortified  on  land,  and  have  eleven  gunboats  lying 
near,  or  rather  below  their  fortifications.  A  resident  of  the  place  informs 
me  this  morning  that  thirteen  gunboats  are  now  here,  seven  of  which,  hoiw- 
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ever,  are  mere  river  Bteamera  with  boilers  antl  machioery  sunk  into  tbe  bold. 
and  otlierwiae  protected;  but  they  carry  from  four,  six,  to  eight  gniuoi 
heavy  calibre,  uoaie  of  which  are  rifled.  The  oilier  boats  are  iroo-plaled  u 
filled  in  with  cotton.  The  larg;e  steamer  of  sixteen  or  twenty  j^una  being 
plated,  and  named  the  "  Louisiana,"  has  not  arrived,  but  is  daily  expectM 
from  New  Orleans. 

1  have  thus  given  the  department  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from 
the  most  reliable  sources — from  resident  Union  men,  and  the  twelve  deserleri 
from  the  enemy,  whose  accounts,  however,  are  conflicting,  many  of  them 
giving  fabulous  numbers  of  men,  guua,  and  gunboats.  We  have  not  force 
euoug'h  to  hold  the  place  if  we  take  it.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  POOTB,  Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  GiQEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Ike  Navy,  Washington,  D   C. 

P.  S, — In  a  picket  skirmish  yesterday  tbe  rebels  lost  one  killed  and  one  ur 
two  wounded.     No  lo8s  on  our  side. 


Report  of  action  near  Fori  Pillow,  Mmuuippi  river. 

[Telejpwn.] 

Flaq-Ship  Bknton, 
Above  Fort  Pillow,  Muisiasippi  Jhver,  Mat/  10,  IS63. 
The  naval  engagement,  for  which  the  rebels  have  been  preparing,  took 
place  this  morning  The  rebel  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  iron-cla!d  gunboats, 
tour  of  which  were  fitted  with  rams,  came  up  handsomely.  The  action  Ilst«d 
one  hour.  Two  of  the  rebel  gunboats  were  blown  up,  and  one  sunk,  wbea 
tlie  enemy  retired  precipitately  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  Only  six  ves- 
sels of  my  squadron  were  engaged.  The  Cincinnati  sustained  some  injuiy 
from  the  rams,  but  will  be  in  fighting  condition  to-morrow.  Captain  Stemb«l 
distinguished  himself  He  is  Heriouiily  wounded.  Tbe  Benton  is  uninjured. 
Mortar  boat  No.  1 6,  in  charge  of  Second  Master  Gregory,  behaved  with  great 
spirit  The  rebel  squadron  is  supposed  to  be  commaoded  by  Commodore 
Uollins. 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Ci^tain,  Com'dg  West.  Flotilla,  pro  lem.,  Jfisgin^jpi  Biver, 
Hon.  GmsoK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Captain  0.  H.  Davi^B  report  of  an  engagement  with  reW  gunboatt  a^  Fort 
pillow.  May  10,  1862. 

U.siTED  States  Flag-Steaher  Bent^u', 

0^  Fort  PiUow,  May  1 1,  1862. 
StB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday  montiDg  a 
little  after  seven  o'clock  the  rebel  squadi-on,  consisting  of  eight  iroo-clad 
steamers,  four  of  them,  I  believe,  fitted  as  rams,  came  around  the  point  at 
the  bend  above  Fort  Pillow  and  steamed  g&ltantly  up  the  Tiva,  fully  pre- 
pared for  a  regular  engagement. 
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The  TeBsetg  of  this  squadron  were  lymg  at  the  time  tied  up  to  the  b&nfe 
of  the  river,  three  on  the  eastern  and  four  on  the  western  side,  and^-as  thej 
were  transferred  to  roe  by  Flag-Officer  Foote— re»dy  for  action.  Most  of  the 
vessels  were  prompt  in  obeying  the  signal  to  follow  the  motions  of  the  com- 
Diaiider-in- chief. 

The  leading  vessels  of  the  rebel  squadron  made  directly  for  mortar-boat 
No.  16,  which  was  for  a  moment  unprotected.  Acting  Master  Gregory,  and 
bis  crew,  behaved  with  great  spirit  During  the  action  he  fired  his  mortar 
eleven  times  at  the  enemy,  reducing  his  charge  and  diminishing  the 
elevation. 

Commander  Stembel,  in  the  gunboat  Cincinnati,  which  was  the  leading 
vessel  in  the  line  on  that  side  of  the  river,  followed  immediately  by  Com- 
mander Kilty,  in  the  gunboat  Mound  City,  hastened  to  the  support  of  the 
ntortar-bout,  and  were  repeatedly  struck  by  the  enemy's  rams  at  the  same 
time  that  tbey  disabled  the  enemy  and  drove  him  away. 

The  two  leadiug  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  enemy's  line  were  success- 
fully encountered  by  this  ship.  The  boilers  or  steam-chest  of  one  of  them 
was  exploded  by  our  sliot,  and  both  of  them  were  disabled  ;  they,  as  well 
as  the  first  vessel  encountered  by  the  Cincinnati,  drifted  down  the  river. 

Commander  Walke  informs  me  that  he  fired  a  fifty-pound  rifie-shot  through 
the  boilers  of  the  third  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  of  the  weatern  line,  and 
rendered  her  for  the  time  being  helpless.  All  of  these  vessels  might  easily 
have  been  captured  if  we  had  possessed  the  means  of  towing  them  out  of 
action,  but  the  steam-power  of  uur  gunboats  is  av  disproportionate  to  the 
bulk  of  the  vessets  that  they  can  accomplish  but  little  beyond  overcoming 
the  strength  of  the  current  even  when  uneuciimbered. 

The  action  lasted  during  the  better  part  of  ou  hour,  and  took  place  at  the 
closest  quarters.  The  enemy  finally  retreated  with  haste  below  the  guns  of 
Fort  Pillow. 

1  have  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  department  to  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  exhibited  by  Commanders  Stembel  and  Kilty,  and  Lieutenant 
Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps. 

1  regret  to  say  that  Commander  Stembel,  Fourth  Master  Reynolds,  and 
one  of  the  seamen  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  one  of  the  Mound  City,  were 
severely  wounded  ;  the  otlier  accidents  of  the  day  were  slight. 

The  Cincinnati  and  Mound  City  are  injured,  and  must  sooner  or  later  go 
up  the  river  to  be  repaired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS. 
G<^)tain,  Gommanding  Jfississtppi  FlotUtapro  tern. 

Hon.  Otdbon  Wrlles, 

SecrfJaty  </  the  Navy,  f^aabington,  D.  C. 


Flag-O_0Ker  Davi^t  report  of  the  surrender  of  Memphis. 
UittTiD  States  Flaq-Steaiieii  Benton, 

Manphis,  June  6,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  my  despatch  of  yesterday,  dated  at  Fort  Pillow,  I  had  the  honor 
to  inform  the  department  Ihat  I  was  about  moving  to  this  place  with  the 
men-of-war  and  transports.  1  got  under  way  from  Fort  Pillow  at  noon, 
)f.-aviDg  the  Pittsburg,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Egbert  Thompson,  to  co- 
operate with  a  detachment  of  Colonel  Fitch's  command  in  holding  poBsesaion 
t>l'  Fort  Pillow  and  securing  public  property  at  that  place,  and  also  the 
\f  ound  City,  Oommander  A.  H.  Kilty,  to  convoy  the  transports  containing 
:  lie  troops  not  then  ready  to  move.  ^^  i 
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On  the  way  dowD  I  came  suddenly,  at  a  bend  of  the  river,  upon  the  rebel 
transport  steamer  Sovereign,  which  turned  immediately  to  escape  from  tu. 
I  sent  forward  Lieutenant  Joshua  Bishop,  with  a  budy  of  small-arme)]  men, 
in  a  light  tug,  )>y  whom  she  was  captured.     She  is  a  valuable  prize. 

The  gunboats  anchored,  at  8  o'clock  p.  ni.,  at  the  lower  end  of  Island  No. 
45,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  city  of  Menjphis.  The  mortar-boats, 
tow-boate,  ordnance,  commissary  and  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  tied  up  at 
Island  No.  44  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  the  rebel  rams 
and  gnnboat,  now  numbering  eight  veascls,  were  discovered  lying  at  tie 
leveo.  They  dropped  below  Railroad  Point,  and,  returning  again,  arranged 
themselves  in  front  of  the  city. 

At  4.20  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  following  five  vessels — the  flag-ship 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  L.  Phelps ;  the  Louisville,  OommaodeT 
B.  M.  Dove ;  the  Carondelet,  Commander  Henry  Waike ;  the  Cairo,  Lieuteoaat 
Commanding.N.  C.  Bryant ;  and  the  St.  Louis,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wil- 
son McGunnegle — got  under  way  by  signal,  and  dropped  down  the  river. 

The  rebels,  still  lying  in  front  of  the  town,  opened  fire,  with  the  intention 
of  exposing  the  city  to  injury  from  our  shot,  .The  fire  waa  returned,  on  oor 
part,  with  due  care  iu  this  regard.  While  the  engagement  waa  going  on  ii 
this  manner  two  vessels  of  the  ram  fleet,  under  command  of  Colonel  fillet— 
the  Queen  of  the  West  and  Monarch — steamed  rapidly  by  us  and  ran  boldlj 
into  the  enemy's  line.  Several  conflicta  bad  taken  place  between  the  raiuB 
before  the  flotilla,  led  by  the  Benton,  moving  at  a  slower  rate,  could  arriTe 
at  the  closest  quarters.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  firing  from  our  gnu- 
boats  was  continuous,  and  exceedingly  well  directed. 

The  General  Beauregard  and  the  Little  Rebel  were  struck  in  the  boilere 
■  and  blown  up. 

The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  which  Colonel  Eliot  conmianded  in  peraon, 
encountered  with  full  power  the  rebel  steamer  General  Lovel,  and  sunk  her, 
but  in  doing  so  sustained  some  serious  damage. 

Up  to  this  time  the  rebel  fleet  had  maintained  its  position,  and  used  ita 
guns  with  great  spirit.  These  disasters,  however,  compelled  the  remaining 
vessels  to  resort  to  their  superiority  in  speed  as  the  only  means  of  safetj. 
A  running  fight  took  place,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  and  carried  aa  ten 
miles  below  the  city,  it  ended  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  four  of  the 
five  remaining  vessels  of  the  enemy;  one  only,  supposed  to  be  the  Van  Dom, 
having  escaped.  Two  of  the  rams— the  Monarch  and  Lancaster  No.  3— 
pursued  her,  but  without  success.  Thcj  brought  back,  however,  onotiwr 
prize 

The  nanies  and  fate  of  the  vessels  composing  the  rebel  fleet  are  as  follows: 

The  General  Lovel,  sunk  in  the  beginning  of  the  action  by  the  Queen  of 
the  West  She  went  down  in  deep  water,  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  all* 
gcther  out  of  sight.  Some  of  her  crew  escaped  by  swimming ;  bow  man; 
went  down  in  her  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  General  Beauregard,  blown  up  by  her  boilers,  and  otherwise  injured 
by  shot,  went  down  near  shore. 

The  Little  Rebel,  injured  in  a  similar  manner,  made  for  tbe  Arkansas  shore, 
where  she  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Jefi'  Thompson,  set  on  fire  by  our  shells,  was  run  on  (he  river  bank 
and  abandoned  by  her  crew.  She  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  blew  op 
by  her  magazine. 

The  General  Price  was  also  run  on  the  Arkansas  shore.  She  had  come  id 
contact  with  one  of  the  rams  of  her  own  party,  and  was  otherwise  iojared 
by  cannon  balls.    She  also  was  abandoned  by  her  crew. 

The  Sumter  is  somewhat  cut  up,  but  is  still  afloat.     /-^  ■ 
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The  fine  gteamer  General  Bragg  is  aUo  above  water,  though  a  good  deal 
Bbstlered  in  her  worka  and  hull. 
The  Van  Dorn  escaped. 

Of  the  above-naffled  vessels,  the  Sumter,  Qeneral  Bragg,  and  Little  Rebel 
will  admit  of  being  repaired.  Ihavenotreceived  the  reports  of  the  engineers 
and  carpenters,  and  cannut  jret  determine  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
■end  tbem  to  Cairo,  or  whether  they  can  be  repaired  here. 

Tbe  pomp  of  the  Champion  No  8  will  be  applied  to  raise  the  General  Price. 
Ko  other  vessels  of  the  rebel  flotilla  will,  I  fear,  be  saved. 

1  have  not  received  such  information  as  will  enable  roe  to  make  an  approxi- 
mate Btateinent  of  the  namber  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy. 

One  of  the  vessels  going  down  in  deep  wat^r,  carried  a  part  of  her  crew 
with  ber ;  another,  the  General  Beauregard,  having  been  blown  up  with 
Bteam,  many  of  her  crew  were  frightfully  scalded.  1  doubt  whether  it  will 
ever  be  in  my  power  to  furnish  an  accurate  statement  of  these  results  of  the 
engagement. 

Tbe  attack  made  by  tbe  two  rams  under  Colonel  BUet,  which  took  place 
before  the  flotilla  closed  in  with  tliu  enemy,  was  bold  and  successful. 

Captain  Maynadier,  commanding  the  mortar  fleet,  accompanied  the  squad- 
ron in  a  tug,  took  poBBessiun  of  the  Beauregard,  and  made  her  crew  prison- 
ers. He  captured,  also,  other  prisoners  during  the  action,  and  received  many 
persons  of  the  rebel  fleet  who  returned  and  delivered  themselves  up  alter 
their  vessels  had  been  deserted.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  call  the  attention 
of  (be  department  to  his  personal  zeal  and  activity,  the  more  conspicuous 
l>ecauBe  displayed  while  the  mortar-boats  under  his  command  could  take  no 
part  in  the  action. 

The  ofiScers  and  men  of  the  flotilla  performed  their  duty.  Three  men  only 
of  the  flotilla  were  wounded,  and  those  slightly.  But  one  ship  was  struck 
by  shot. 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  my  correspondence  with  tlie  mayor  of  Mem- 
phis, leading  to  the  surrL'uder  of  the  city.  f 

At  11  o'clock  a.^n.  Colonel  Pitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  arrived 
and  took  military  posseasioo  of  the  place. 

There  arc  several  prizes  her#,  among  them  four  large  river  steamers,  which 
will  be  brought  at  once  into  the  service  of  the  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  seivant, 
0.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Comd'g  Western  FlolUla,  JUisnusippi  rioer,  pro  tern, 

Hon.  GlDKOK  WE1J.E8, 

Secreiart/  of  the  Naoy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Unhrd  SriTES  Flag-Stbamsb  Bknton, 

Off  Memr^ia,  Jane  6,  1862. 
Sir;  I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  Eurreaderthecity  of  Mem- 
phis to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  high  respect,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

0.  n  DAVIS, 
Flag-O0icer,  Commanding,  ^.,  ifc. 
His  Honor  tbe  Mator  (^  the  cUy  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 26 
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Uayor'b  Office,  Memphiti,  June  6,  V 
Sir:  Your  note  of  this  day  is  received  and  contents  noted. 
In  reply  I  have  only  to  aay  ttiat  the  civil  authorities  have  no  resoni 
defence,  and,  by  the  force  of  citcanutances,  the  city  is  in  your  power. 
ReBpectfnllr, 

JOBS  PARK,  Mayor. 
C.  H.  Datu,  Flag-Officer,  Commanding,  tfc. 


Uhitkd  Statib  FuLe-Srums  Bintoh, 

Of  Memphia,  June  6,  ISfii 
Sib:  The  nndersigned,  commanding  the  miliury  and  naval  forces  of  tbe 
United  States  in  front  of  Memphis,  have  the  honor  to  say  to  tbe  mayor  of  tbe 
city  that  Colonel  Fitch,  commanding  the  Indiana  brigade,  will  take  militaiy 
possession  of  Memphis  immediately. 

Colonel  Fitch  will  be  happy  to  receive  the  co-operation  of  his  honor  the 
mayor  and  city  anthuritiea  in  maiataining  peace  and  order;  and  to  this  end 
be  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  bis  hoDor  at  tiie  military  headqnartas  at  S 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants, 

C.  H.  DAVIS, 
nag-Officer,  Commanding  i^lod. 
6.  N.  FITCH, 
Colonel,  OommtBiding  Indiana  Brigade. 
His  Honor  tbe  litxoB  of  the  dty  cf  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Matob's  Office,  Memphis,  June  8, 1862. 
Gbrtleuih:  Tonr  communication  is  received,  and  I  shall  be  bappy  to  co- 
operate with  the  colonel  commanding  in  providing  measures  for  maintaining 
peace  and  order  in  the  city.  • 

Your  moat  obedient  servant, 
,  JOHN  PABK,  Mayor. 

Flag-OSicer  0.  H.  Davis  and  Colonel  G.  N.  Fitoh. 


Flag-Officer  Davit  endoKM  report  of  a^ioK  at  St.  Ckarlet. 
[TelegTsoi.] 
Unitu)  States  Flao-Steaxeb  Binroif, 

Memphis,  via  Cairo,  June  31,  I8Gi 
The  gnnboat  Conestoga,  returning  from  White  river,  reports  the  captnre  u' 
two  batteries  mounting  seven  guns,  at  St.  Charles,  80  miles  from  the  moaib. 
The  attack  was  commenced  by  Captain  Kilty,  in  the  gunboats,  who  ailenc^d 
the  first  battery.     The  second  battery  was  gallantly  carried  by  Colonel  '>■ 
N.  Fitch,  at  tbe  head  of  the  46th  Indiana  volunteers.     A  shot  caused  tbe  ei- 
plosion  of  tbe  steam-drum  of  the  Mound  City,  by  which  the  greater  part  ■■( 
ner  officers  and  crew  were  killed  and  wounded.    I  write  by  to-day's  nail. 
CHAS.  H.  DAVIS,  Floff-O^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secr^ary  cf  the  Navy.  dl  izedt  GoO'jIe 
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Flag-officer  DatHeencloaea  report  of  action  at  S.  Charles,  Arkaneae,  June  17, 1862. 

United  States  Flao-Steahbr  Benton, 

Memphia,  June  23,  1862. 
Sm:  I  have  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  appointiDg  me  flag-ofBcer  in  commaud  of  the  United  States  naval 
forces  employed  in  the  MissisBippi  river  and  its  tributariee. 

I  transmit  by  this  envelope  a  detailed  report  of  the  action  at  St.  Charles, 
from  Lieutenant  GummandiDg  W.  McGunnegle,  the  senior  officer  on  duty 
after  Commander  Kilty  was  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Mimamppi  FlotiUa,  ifunwr^ipt  rioer. 
Hod.  Gideon  Weli.ks, 

Secreiary  of  the  .Watiy,  Waakinglon,  D.  C. 


IlNnED  States  Flag-Stbaher  Bentoit, 

Memphis,  June  19,  1892. 

Sir:  The  Cnnestoga,  Lieutenant  Commanding  0.  W.  Bloilgett,  arrived  here 
lo-day  frum  White  river.  She  brings  information  of  the  capture  uf  two  bat- 
teries at  St.  Charles,  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  the  first  of  which  mounted 
four  Parrott  guns,  and  the  second  three  42-ponnd  rifled  guns.  These  guns, 
it  is  understood,  were  taken  from  the  gunboat  Mariposa,  which,  after  being 
disiiMDtled,  was  sunk. 

Tbere  is  now  but  oue  gunboat  remaining  in  White  river,  the  Pontchartrain, 
mounting  three  or  five  guns,  and  having  her  machinery  protected  by  iron 
and  cotton. 

Tbe  enemy  has  attempted  to  block  up  the  river  by  driving  piles  and  by 
sinking  boats,  but  no  serious  obstructions  have  yet  been  encountered. 

The  Conestoga  will  return  to  White  river  to-utght  with  re-enforce  men  ts, 
accompanied  bj  au  additional  transport  laden  with  commissary  stores. 

Tbe  victory  at  St.  Charles,  which  has  probably  given  us  the  command  of 
White  river,  and  secured  our  commanication  with  General  Curtis,  would  be 
unalloyed  with  regret  but  for  the  fatal  accident  to  the  steam-drum  and 
heater  of  the  Mound  City,  mentioned  in  my  telegraphic  despatch.  Of  tiie 
crew,  consisting  of  175  officers  and  men,  82  have  already  died,  43  were,  killed 
in  the  water  or  drowned,  25  are  severely  wounded,  and  arc  now  on  board 
the  hospital  boat;  among  the  latter  is  Captain  Kilty.  They  promise  to  do 
well.    Three  officers  and  twenty-two  men  escaped  uninjured. 

After  the  explosion  took  place  the  wounded  men  were  shot  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  water,  and  the  boats  of  the  Conestoga,  Lexington,  and  tit  Louis, 
which  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  scalded  and  drowning  men  of  the  Mound 
City,  were  fired  into  both  with  great  guns  and  muskets,  and  were  disabled, 
and  one  of  them  forced  on  shore  to  prevent  sinking.  The  forts  were  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Fry,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  who  is 
now  a  prisoner  and  wounded. 

The  department  and  the  country  will  contrast  these  barbarities  of  a  savage 
enemy  with  tbe  humane  efforts  made  by  our  own  people  to  rescne  tbe  wounded 
and  disabled,  uuder  similar  circu distances,  in  the  engagement  of  the  6tb 
instant. 


404  ABMOBED  TEBSELS. 

Reveral  of  tbe  poor  fellows  who  expired  shortly  after  ttie  en^agfinetit 
expreased  their  willingneea  to  die  when  tfaey  were  told  that  the  victorjwu 
ours. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfullj,  vour  most  obedient  serrant, 
C.  H.  DA  Via 
Flag-officer,  Commandvig  Wealam  FloliUa,  MUguaippi  rwer. 
Hon.  GiDKOM  Welles, 

Secretory  of  Ihe  Nauy,  Washin^on,  D,  C, 


UNrrm  Statks  (iundoat  St.  Lotis, 
S.  Charles,  White  River,  Ark.,  June  18,  18fi9. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant,  the  Ciinestofra  and  transports  faaviii]; 
reached  us,  we  got  nnder  way  from  a  point  called  "Arkansas  Cut-off,'  >ud 
stood  np  the  river  to  within  about  five  miles  of  this  place,  when  we  aacbored 
for  the  night.  Captain  Kilty  sent  off  a  reconnoitring  party  in  tbe  tog. 
At  6  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  up  tbe  rinr 
in  the  following  order,  viz:  Mound  City,  St.  Louis,  Lexington,  Ooneeiiiira, 
and  transports.  When  within  two  miles  of  the  fortifications  we  diecovcfi-d 
the  enemy's  pickets;  tbe  Mound  City  and  other  gunboats  immediately  opened 
lire;  at  the  same  time  Colonel  Pitch  landed  his  regiment,  and,  as  we  drove 
them  in,  they  followed  them  up.  We  continued  to  stand  on,  firing  on  either 
side  and  ahead  as  we  went  Soon  we  came  to  a  bend  iu  tbe  river,  which  I 
conceive  to  be  about  a  mile  in  length;  almost  at  the  upper  end  were  euuki'!] 
three  boats  across  the  river,  [they  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  rebel  gun- 
boat Alaurepas,  and  river  boats  Eliza  G.  and  llary  Patterson,)  and  aWa^t 
of  these  obstructions  on  tbe  port  hand  was  a  bluff  on  which  we  imagiiK-d 
the  batteries  would  be  sitnati.'d,  although  we  could  not  see  a  gun  on  acc-mut 
of  the  trees.  Captain  Kilty  stood  boldly  on,  closely  followed  by  tbe  otttT 
gunboats,  firing  as  we  went;  soon  the  enemy  responded.  The  moment  we 
discovered  the  Kituatiun  uf  tbe  enemy's  batt«ry  the  cannonading  from  uar 
side  became  terrific.  In  a  few  moments  the  Mound  City  had  advanced  to 
within  about  sis  hundred  yards  of  their  enemy,  when  a  well-directed  et.''i 
from  a  new  battery,  situated  a  little  higher  up  the  bluff,  penetrated  her  pi-T. 
casement  a  little  above  and  forward  of  the  gunport,  killing  three  men  in  il^ 
flight,  and  exploding  her  steam-drum.  So  soon  as  this  sad  accident  occarrtd 
many  of  her  crew  leaped  overboard;  all  boats  were  instantly  sent  to  tbiir 
relief.  The  position  of  tbe  gunboats  at  this  time  was  as  follows:  tbe  Mooud 
Oity,  followed  by  tbe  St.  Louis  and  Lexington,  tbe  Gouestoga  being  abre»:»t 
>of  the  latter  vessel.  The  Mound  City  drifted  down  and  across  the  streani. 
The  Conestoga  boldly  came  up  and  towed  her  out  of  action.  The  St.  Luii'.5 
-and  Lexington  moved  closer  to  the  upper  battery,  (the  lower  one  being  by 
this  time  relieved,)  and  continued  to  pour  in  shot  and  shell,  tlie  eoeu.; 
ebooting  tbe  while  at  the  St.  Louis,  and  tbe  wounded  of  the  Mound  try 
struggling  iu  (be  water.  Some  two  minutes  after  the  explosion  on  b^»id 
tlie  Mound  City,  Colonel  Filch  made  signal  for  ns  to  cease  firing,  wbicL  I 
did,  and  in  five  minutes  after  we  ce^ed  firing  he  gallantly  charged  iLi  i' 
battery,  and  carried  it  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Eight  of  the  enemy 
were  left  dead,  twenty-nine  were  taken  prisoners,  including  Captain  J'  ^ 
Fry,  commander  of  the  post,  late  lieutenant  Uuited  States  navy,  and  a.. 
their  guns  and  ammunition.  Our  victory  was  a  complete  one,  but  tbe  1<  ss 
of  life  on  board  the  Mound  City  by  tbe  explosion  of  tbe  steam-dnun  is  friji^i- 


ARHOBED  VESSELS.  405 

fill.  Their  batteriea  conaisted  of  two  IS-ponnder  brass  pieces,  two  9-pounder 
Pirrotl  rifled,  aod  two  42-poiiiider  rifled  sea-coast  howitzers.  So  soon  ins  1  was 
snre  we  bad  gained  the  victiiry,  I  repaired  to  the  Mound  Cit^,  and  to  eu- 
deavor  to  describe  the  howling  of  the  wounded  and  the  moaniti^  of  the 
dying  ia  far  beyond  the  power  of  m;  feeble  pen.  Among  the  acalded  and 
Buffering  was  the  brave  Com  man  der  Kilty,  who  but  a  short  time  before  I 
had  Been  proudly  pacing  hie  deck  with  the  enemy's  balls  whizziuR  pant 
him.  He  fought  bis  ship  most  gallantly.  All  honor  to  his  name  I  Myfirst 
c&re,  arter.assnming  command  of  the  gunboats,  was  to  make  the  best  possible 
provision  for  the  wounded  in  this,  as  in  the  previous  engagement  with  the 
enemy.  Lieutenants  Commanding  Shirk  and  Blodgett  rendered  every  assist- 
ance in  the  power  of  man.  For  their  skill  and  bravery  in  action,  and  the 
eoergy  displayed  by  tbem  to  aasiat  the  wonnded,  they  are  deserving  of  the 
highest  honors;  and  in  this  connexion  I  wilt  alao  mention  that  Dr.  George 
ff.  G»rver,  of  the  Lexington,  and  Dr.  William  H.  Wilson,  of  the  Conestaga, 
were  untiring  in  their  attention  to  the  wounded.  The  above  four  officers  I 
think  richly  deserve  to  be  especially  mentioned.  After  consulting  with  the 
conmaudiug  officer,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  wounded  to  Memphis  on 
board  the  Conestoga  and  Musselman,  (Colonel  Fitch  kindly  loaning  the 
utter  named  boat,)  with  all  the  surgeons,  but  what  to  do  with  the  Hound 
City  was  a  more  perplexing  question.  I  was  told  by  the  pilots  that  it  would 
take  several  days  to  tow  her  out  of  the  river,  it  being  ao  narrow  and  crooked. 
The  surgeons  represented  that  the  delay  would  prove  fatal  to  many  whose 
lives  might  be  saved.  From  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  on  thia  river  I  muat 
pasb  on  with  all  haste  lest  the  enemy  would  fortify.  After  mature  delibera- 
tioQ  I  concluded  to  get  as  many  men  from  Colonel  Fitch  as  he  could  spare, 
and  with  First  Master  John  H.  Dable  in  charge,  together  with  two  other 
officers,  and  the  men  anhnrt  of  her  own  crew,  would  leave  her  here  and  pro- 
ceed up  the  river  an  far  as  I  conld  prndently,  with  the  river  falling  as  rapidly 
u  it  is. 

The  only  two  officers  that  were  not  wounded  or  killed  on  board  the  Mound 
City  were  the  first  master,  Mr.  Dominy,  and  the  gunner,  Mr,  McElroy.  I 
df^oied  it  best  to  send  Mr.  Dominy  up  to  Memphis,  not  that  he  did  not  per^ 
furm  bis  duty  well,  for  I  am  sure  be  did,  as  I  saw  him  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  moving  about  on  the  upper  deck,  but  simply  for  a  change;  he  having 
wituessed  the  horrible  catastrophe,  hia  mind  appeard  to  be  greatly  exercised.  ' 
^r.  McElroy  is  now  on  board  the  Mound  City.  We  buried,  last  night,  fifty- 
nine  of  ber  crew;  there  are  now  twenty-six  on  board  unscathed.  Many,  very 
many,  must  have  been  killed  by  the  enemy  while  they  were  struggling 
in  the  water.  I  was  quite  close  to  the  spot,  and  distinctly  saw  and  remarked 
on  the  cowardly  act,  at  the  moment  they  were  perpetrating  it  An  accident 
ilso  happened  to  the  transport  New  National;  one  of  the  bow  guna  of  the 
Mound  City  being  loaded,  cocked,  and  primed,  the  lock  string  lying  on  the 
deck,  one  of  the  wounded  men  rolled  on  it,  which  set  it  oS.  It  waa  loaded 
with  grape.  One  of  the  shot  passed  through  the  steam-pipe  of  the  New 
National,  fortunately  injuring  no  one,  but  she  will  have  tu  run  on  one  wheel. 
I  found  your  instructioua  to  Captain  Kilty  to  guide  him  in  this  expedition, 
and  be  assured  I  will  exert  myself  in  every  endeavor  to  carry  them  out  la 
conclaBum,  let  me  inform  you  that  the  officers  I  command  displayed  gallant 
ccinduct  during  the  action,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  there  were  no  casualties 
on  board  this  gunboat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  McOUNNEGLE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Flag-Officer  0.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Wentern  FiotSla,  Mississippi  river,  Memphis,  Tean.        . 
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TJnitiid  Stites  Fuo-Steaueb  Benton, 

Mmiphis.June  20,  1862. 

Sir:  The  number  of  wounded  meo  on  board  the  hospital-boat  Red  River  ii 
forty-one.  The  account  given  me  yesterday  was  incorrect.  I  ahall  still 
wait  for  further  knowledge  before  presenting  a  Gnal  report  of  the  casoal- 
tiea  attending  the  capture  of  tlie  St.  Charles  forts.  The  department  will  be 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  patients  are,  most  of  them,  doing  well.  The 
eorgeon  aasurea  me  that  Commander  Kilty  is  out  of  danger;  but  he  is 
severely  crippled  in  his  hands  and  feet,  and  sufTera  a  great  deal.  He  ia  t 
brave  gentleman  and  a  loyal  officer.  He  has  always  been  conspicuooa  in 
tbiB  squadron  for  acting  his  part  in  the  best  spirit  of  the  profeBsion.  In  the 
attack  on  the  batteries  at  St.  Charles  he  occupied  tiie  leading  place,  and 
received  his  wounds  at  the  head  of  his  line  in  the  zealous  performance  of 
bis  wh;)le  duty.  Although  himself  wounded  and  helpless,  he  attended  U>  the 
wants  and  comforts  of  his  injured  officers  and  men. 

I  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  Major  General  Wal- 
lace and  to  Dr.  Jessup,  of  the  24th  Indiana,  and  to  Dr.  McUlellaD,  of  the  lit 
Nebraska  regiment,  fur  their  valuable  sympathy  and  assistance. 

Sister  Angela,  the  Superior  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Holy  Cross,  (some  of 
whom  are  performing  their  offices  of  mercy  at  the  Mount  City  hospital,) 
has  kindly  offered  the  services  of  the  sisters  for  the  hospital-boat  of  this 
squadron,  when  needed.  I  have  written  to  Commander  Pennock  to  make 
arrangcmenta  for  their  coming. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Offiixr, 
CominandingWegtem  FiotiUa,JduiiiusippiIHver, pro  tern. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretari/  of  the  Navy,  Waehington,  D.  C. 


Flag-Qfficer  Bavia  rqmia  the  arrivd-i^ the  ram  Arkanaat  ttnder  the  gtngif 
•  Vicketntrg. 

UxnED  States  Flag-Steamer  Benton, 

Off  YickOiurg,  July  16,  1863. 

Sib  ;  In  my  despatch  of  July  14, 1  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department 
that  I  was  about  eending  an  expedition  up  the  Tazoo  river. 

The  plan  of  this  expedition,  as  finally  agreed  upon  between  Flag-Officer 
Farragnt,  Brigadier  Qeneral  Williams,  and  myself,  was  to  despatch  the 
gunboats  Carondelet  and  Tyler,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  strength- 
ened by  eharpshooterB  from  the  army,  at  four  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  to 
procure  correct  information  concerning  the  obstructions  and  defences  of  the 
river. 

Repeated  examinations  of  the  Yazoo  bad  informed  ns  that  there  wu  a 
raft  obstructing  the  passage  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth,  with  a  battery 
Lear  it  below,  and  the  new  ram  Arkansas  above,  a  vessel  represented  to  be 
well  protected  by  iron,  and  very  formidable  in  her  battery. 

Shortly  alter  the  expedition  entered  the  river  yesterday  morning  it  eo- 
countered  the  Arkansas  coming  down. 

After  a  severe  fight  with  the  Tyler  and  Carondelet,  in  which  both  vessels 
were  partially  disabled,  she  entered  the  Mississippi,  and  passing  throagh 
the  combined  squadrons,  took  refuge  under  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg. 

Her  appearance  was  so  sudden  and  the  steam  of  almost  every  vessel  io 
the  squadron  so  low, or,  in  other  words,  ao  entirely  unprepared  were  we,  that 
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she  had  an  opportaoitf  to  paaa  withoat  positive  obfltraction,  thongb  she  was 
severely  iojnred  by  abot 

Tbe  Benton,  Lieutenant  CommaDding  S.  L.  Phelpa,  ffot  under  way  and  fol- 
lowed her  down  to  the  point,  but  at  her  nsaal  snail's  pace,  which  renders 
any  thing  like  parauit  ludicrous. 

I  engaged  the  upper  batteries  for  half  an  hour;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  renewed  the  engagement,  with  Flag-OfScer  Farragnt  on  board,  for 
reconnoitring  purposes. 

At  half  past  six  o'clock  in  tbe  evening  an  engagement  again  took  place, 
which  lasted  for  an  bonr,  between  this  ship,  the  Lunisville,  Commander 
Save,  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutanant  Commanding  B.  Wilson,  and  the  upper 
batteries,  the  object  of  which  was  to  cover  the  passage  of  Flag-Officer  Far- 
ragnt'a  fleet.  He  had  determined,  during  the  da;,  to  run  below,  for  tbe 
doable  purpose  of  supporting  the  remainder  of  bis  squadron  and  of  destroy- 
ing tbe  rebel  ram  iu  passing;  to  assist  in  which  I  had  added  the  ram  Sum- 
ter, Lieutenant  Commanding  Erben,  to  bis  force. 

A  Dote  from  him  this  morning  informed  me  that  the  ram  was  so  entirely 
concealed,  by  her  situation,  that  tbe  attack  upon  her  did  not  prove  to  be  as 
destructive  »s  expected.  The  loss  of  life  in  his  squadron,  in  itfl  passage  be- 
fore these  formidable  batteries,  is  wonderfully  small,  and  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  tbe  rapid  and  well-directed  fire  from  his  ships,  by  which  tbe  guns  of 
tlte  enemy  were  silenced  as  soon  as  reached. 

I  shall  give  further  particulars  of  this  day's  work  by  the  next  mail,  and 
tnuismit  the  reports  of  Commander  Walke,  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Phelps, 
sod  Lieutenant  Commanding  Q win. 

The  loss  of  life  in  the  squadron  nnder  my  command  has  been  thirteen 
killed,  thirty-four  wounded,  and  ten  missing. 

Among  the  killed  and  woifnded  are  several  of  the  sharpshooters  supplied 
by  General  Williams,  who  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  faithful  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Officer, 
Commanding  United  States  SauU  Foroea,  Wettem  Watert. 

Hon.  OinsoN  Wbli.bs, 

Secretary  (ffhfi  Naxiy,  ITosftuijTton,  U.  Q. 


JUackonUievpjierbaltmetat  Vtekaburg  and  the  ram  Arkanttu,  July  2i,  1863. 

UNrriD  Stubs  Fuo-Stcaheh  Bbxtoh, 

O^  VvJaimrg,  July  83,  1863. 

Sm:  In  my  communication  of  July  16, 1  mentioned  the  passage  of  Flag- 
OfBcer  Farragut's  fleet  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  with  tbe  double  pur- 
pose of  joining  his  fleet  below  and  of  destroying  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas  in 
passing.  Tbe  latter  object  was  defeated  by  the  darkness  of  the  night. 
lestei^ay  morning,  shortly  after  daylight,  the  Benton,  Cincinnati,  and 
Louisville  attacked  the  upper  batteries  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  Es- 
sex and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  both  of  which  vessels  went  down 
and  attacked  the  Arkansas  in  her  place  at  the  levee. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  Commander  W.  D.  Porter's  report  of  the  results  of 
his  engagement.  The  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ellet,  struck  the  Arkansas  with  sufficient  force  to  do  her  some 
injury.  Colonel  Ellet  behaved  on  this,  as  on  previous  occasions,  with  great 
gallantry.  Tbe  shut  from  the  Essex  did  serious  injury  to  tbe  casemates  of 
the  rebel  ram  and  gonboat 
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I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  commnnications  of  the 
department  of  the  Htb  and  15th  instant.  Our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  have 
been  fired  into  lately,  and  a  small  extra  boat,  put  on  for  a  special  occasion, 
is  reported  to  have  been  burned. 

Mj'  force  at  this  moment  ia  very  ranch  reduced.  It  is  reduced  in  the  most 
formidable  manner  by  sickness  and  death.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men  of  the  mortar  fleet,  one  hundred  are  sick  and  off  duty.  The  crews  of 
the  gunboats  are,  many  of  them,  reduced  to  one-half  their  number.  I  am 
in  want  uf  at  least  five  hundred  men  to  fill  up  vacancies  and  render  the 
vessels  under  my  command  efficient. 

My  force  is  also  reduced  by  the  absence  of  eight  gunboats,  three  of  which 
are  guarding  important  points  of  the  river,  and  five  of  which  are  nndergoiDg 
repairs.  I  have  said  that  I  am  in  want  of  five  hundred  men  to  insure  the 
efficiency  of  the  flotilla.  In  this  calculation  I  make  allowance  for  the  rctnro 
to  duty  of  many  of  the  sick;  but  six  hundred  men  would  not  be  too  many 
to  send  to  me  TJie  most  sickly  part  of  the  season  is  approaching,  and  the 
department  would  be  surprised  to  see  how  the  most  healthy  iheu  wilt  and 
break  down  under  the  ceaseless  and  exhausting  heat  of  thia  pernicions 
climate.  Men  who  are  apparently  in  health  at  the  close  of  the  day's  work 
sink  away  and  die  suddenly  at  night,  under  the  combined  effects  of  heat 
and  malarial  poison.  The  enemy,  however,  suffers  a  great  deal  more  thin 
we  do.  He  counts  seventeen  or  twenty  thousand  men  on  his  rolls,  but  can 
hardly  muster  five  thousand  in  hie  ranks.  To  sickness  are  added,  in  his 
case,  the  want  of  hospital  accommodations,  the  want  of  medicines,  and  tbt 
want  of  suitable  food.  I  learned  that  General  Williams  is  about  to  mon 
down  the  river.  Should  it  prove  so,  it  will  be  very  unfortunate  in  its  resulU. 
This  is  one  of  the  points  at  which  the  co-operation  of  iha  army  is  mcut 
easential. 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 
0.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag-Offteer, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Navcd  Forcet,  Wettem  Waien. 

Hon.  GiDEoH  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Waehingbm,  D.  C. 


B^ert  </  Oenmotidtr  W.  D.  PorUr.  ■ 

Ok  board  Gunboat  Essex, 

Below  rickAvrg,  July  22, 1863. 

Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  below 
Ticksburg,  Mississippi,  and  that  we  lost  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

I  delivered  several  shot  into  the  rebel  ram  Arkansas,  as  I  believe,  with 
effect,  I  endeavored  to  strike  her,  but  as  we  approached  they  let  go  her 
bow  line  and  the  current  drifted  her  stern  on.  The  consequence  was,  this 
vessel  only  grazed  her  side,  and  ran,  with  great  force,  high  on  the  bank, 
where  she  lay  at  least  ten  minutes,  subject  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  shore 
battery. 

The  officers  all  did  their  duty,  and  with  great  coolness.  Permit  me  to 
draw  your  attention  to  Master  Willie  Coates,  of  only  14  years  of  age. 
This  young  gentleman  volunteered  to  act  as  my  aid.  His  conduct  was, 
throughout  the  action,  marked  by  great  coolness  and  bravery.  He  has  no 
connexion  whatever  with  the  service ;  but  I  hope  you  will  bring  to  tbe 
notice  of  the  Navy  Department  the  conduct  of  tiiis  Uttle  gentleman,  as  I 
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Ihinic  he  has  earned,  by  his  loyalty,  coolness,  and  bravery,  an  appointment 
at  the  Naval  Academy. 

I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  PORTER,  Gmmander. 
Flag-Offlcer  0.  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  FloliSa,  Wealem  Watern. 


F7ag-C^cerDavw  reports  having  left  Yickghurg/or  the  moiUh  of  the  Tazoo  river. 

Flao-Steahbh  Bbntom, 

Helena,  Auguni  1, 1863. 

Sib  :  In  my  last  communication,  dated  July  85,  and  written  from  the 
anchorage  above  Vicksburg.  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that 
Flag-Officer  Farragut  and  Brigadier  General  Williams  had  gone  dovn  the  _ 
river  ;  the  forces  of  the  latter  being  prostrated  by  sickness.  The  departure 
of  General  Williams  rendered  it  necessary  that  I  should  abandon  the 
positioa  I  then  held,  because  it  gave  the  enemy  the  posseBsion  of  the  point, 
from  the  canal  down. 

Id  making  this  canal  (General  Williams  used  it  as  a  means  of  defence,  by 
conatmcting  a  continued  breastwork  and  rifle-pit  on  the  lower  border,  and 
an  angle  on  the  npper  border  to  enfilade  the  canal  where  it  was  crossed  by 
the  levee.  This  levee,  diatinguiaiied  aa  the  iteui  levee,  formed  in  itself  a  con- 
venient breastwork.  It  was  no  longer  safe  for  the  hospital,  commissary, 
ordoaDce  boats,  coal  and  ice  barges,  mail  boati,  &c.,  to  lie  at  th«  bank ;  I 
therefore  moved  up,  with  ray  whole  command,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo. 

Wbcn  I  sent  the  Samter  and  Essex  below  the  batteries  1  was  prepared 
for  Flag-Offlcer  Farragnt's  leaving  ;  but  I  bad  no  idea  that  General  WilHamB 
intended  to  abandon  his  position.  I  expected  to  maintain  nninterrnpted 
coramonication  with  these  vessels  across  the  neck,  and  employ  them  in 
blockading  the  town  from  below.  But  now,  the  army  having  gone,  these 
TesBeU  must  go  to  Baton  Ronge  or  New  Orleans  for  their  supplies,  and  are 
permanently  separated  from  my  command. 

Id  my  despatch  of  the  33d  ultimo  1  informed  the  department  that  several 
of  our  mail  boats  from  Cairo  had  been  fired  into,  and  one  sunk.  It  now 
appears  that  the  communications  in  my  rear  are  so  seriously  threatened  that 
tbey  could  only  be  kept  open  by  gunboats,  and  the  three  light  and  fleet 
^nnboats  are  all  undergoing  repairs  at  Cairo.  Information  of  a  reliable 
aod  circumstantial  character  came  to  me  that  wagons,  Ac.,  had  been  called 
ia  to  transport  guns  from  the  Yazoo  to  the  vicinity  of  Islands  Nos.  93  and 
94.  I  learn  from  the  captains  of  the  mail  boats  that  flying  artillery  had 
been  taken  from  bank  to  bank,  on  the  great  bends  of  the  river,  and  used 
twice  on  the  same  vessel.  Light  guns  and  muskets,  in  the  hands  of  guerilla 
bands,  had  been  fired  into  our  unarmed  vessels  from  several  points  between 
Carolina  landing  and  Gaines's  landing,  The  same  thing  is  said  to  have 
occurred  near  Napoleon.  Thus  my  supplies,  as  well  as  mails,  were  cut  ofi*, 
unless  sent  under  convoy. 

We  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  General  Price  was  crosaing.from 
Mississippi  into  Arkansas  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Hindmau. 

I  have  already  spoken,  in  a  previous  despatch,  of  the  alarming  extent  to 
-which  the  efficiency  of  the  few  vessels  remaining  with  me  has  been  reduced 
by  the  endemic  fever,  and  also  transmitted  a  report  of  the  surgeon  on  this 
Bub,iect. 

Having  maturely  considered  all  the  circumstances  ^uat  recited,  I  doter- 
miued  to  leave  Vicksbiug,  where  my  own  force,  unaided  and  /very  macb 
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encQinbered,  could  be  of  no  further  service;  to  close  up  my  lines,  now  too 
extended;  to  open  again  the  aourcee  of  com  muni  cation  and  supply,  and  to 
resume  my  conjunction  with  the  army.  Accordingly,  I  have  moved  with  all 
the  fleet  to  this  place,  where  I  anchored  laat  night  at  9  o'clock 

But  I  wish  the  department  to  particularly  understand  that  this  movemeot 
does  not  involve  any  loss  of  control  over, the  river  below.     Between  tbi» 

g'ace  and  Vicksburg  there  are  no  bluffs — no  high  lands  auited  to  fortificatioos. 
QQS  can  only  be  mounted  on  the  level  bank,  where,  to  be  sore,  the  levee 
often  serves  as  a  breastwork;  but  they  will  have  no  advantage  of  gronnd, 
and  can  be  easily  dislodged. 

Tour  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  25th  nitiroo  was  received  on  the  29th,  at 
4  a.  m.,  when  this  ship  was  opposite  Greenville.  FUg-OGBcer  Farragut  left 
Yicksburg  on  the  24th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  DAVIS, 
Flag-Qgicer,  Com'dg  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  WeOem  Walen. 
Hon.  GwEOK  Wellbs, 

Setn'eUmj  <^  the  Savj/,  Wa»hinglon,  D.  C. 


Fleet  Ci^in  Pennoci^a  rviport  of  expedition  vp  the  Ohio  river  to  EoaruvSk, 
HendetKnt,  ^.,  in  July,  1863. 

Unitbd  States  Nival  Dkpot, 

Cairo,  Augual  6,  1888. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  department  Fleet  Captain  Feit- 
Dock's  report  of  a  joint  naval  and  military  expedition  up  the  Obio  river  lo 
Evansville,  Henderson,  &c.,  nndertaken  in  pursuance  of  a  telegram  from 
Governor  Morton,  and  having  for  its  object  the  pursuit  and  ponisbmentof 
certain  parties  of  guerillas  which  had  threatened  Henderson. 

I  invite  the  special  atteution  of  tbe  department  tu  the  promptness  with 
vhich  Captain  Pennock,  who  took  a  leading  part  ia  this  service,  organized 
his  forces  and  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Tbe  enclosed  letter  of  General  Love  bears  the  most  honorable  testimosy 
to  Captain  Pennock's  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Flag  Officer. 
Hon.  GtniOM  Welles,  Secretary  (/the  Navy. 


UNiTEn  States  Naval  Depot, 

Cairo,  111.,  July  24,  1862. 

Sib:  I  reported  to  you  on  Saturday,  the  19th  instant,  that  in  consequence 
of  ft  telegram  received  from  Governor  Morton,  {a  copy  of  which  1  forwarded 
you,}  I  would  leave  Cairo  for  Evansville  with  the  United  States  receiving 
ship  Glara  Dolscn,  armed  with  fonr  1 2-ponnder  rified  howitzers,  J.  M.  Pritchett, 
lieutenant  commanding,  and  tug  Restless,  armed  with  one  12-pouoder  how- 
itzer. Master  Ford  commanding. 

I  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Moro,  with  a  battalion  of  63<1  regiment 
Illinois  volunteers,  and  Brigade  Surgeon  £.  C.  Franklin,  who  kindly  volao- 
teered  bis  services  for  the  occasion. 

I  arrived  at  Evansville  on  Monday  at  6  a.  m.,  and  bad  an  interview  with 
Ui^or  General  Love,  who  informed  me  of  hia  plans  to  capture  tbe  guerillu 
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who  h&d  control  or  HendersoD,  Eentnck;,  and  hiB  intention  to  occnpy  tbftt 
piftce.  My  co-operation  and  that  of  the  troopa  associated  with  roe  were 
desired  in  carrying  out  the  plana  of  the  enlerprise. 

The  Bsme  ^ternoon  Major  Staning,  chief  of  artillery  of  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  arrived  with  tiie  following  force:  Captain  Robinson,  company 
A,  20th  battalion  16th  regulars,  60  men;  Captain  Noyce,  company  H,  13tb 
Wisconsin  ToloDteers,  48  men;  and  Lieateuaot  Becker,  with  one  section 
Steobeck's  battery,  3d  Illinois  artillery,  25  men,  who  reported  to  me  for  co- 
operation, by  order  of  Brigadier  General  Strong,  commanding  district  of 
Cairo.  At  the  request  of  General  Love,  Major  Staaing,  with  his  force,  on 
board  steamer  Rob  Roy,  went  in  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  and 
picketing  the  city,  the  Clara  Dolsen  following  with  Major  General  Love  and 
staO*,  with  an  addition  of  500  men,  consisting  of  infantry  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  After  landing  the  stores  and  troops.  Colonel  Moro  was  ordered  by 
Major  General  Lure  to  occupy  and  hold  the  city,  while  the  Indiana  troops 
and  the  section  of  Steubeck's  battery  took  up  their  line  of  Much  for  tae 
interior. 

During  the  day  several  arrests  worn  made,  including  two  of  the  guerillas 
who  were  prominent  in  robbing  the  hospitals  at  that  place  and  destroying 
government  property,  who  were  placed  in  irons  on  board  the  Clam  DoLen, 
and  subsequently  delivered  up  to  the  provost  marshal. 

Ocneral  Ixsve  having  received  a  despatch  thefollowing  night  that  guerillas 
in  force,  were  occupying  Uniontown,  with  intent  to  cross  the  river  to  attack 
Mount  Vernon,  on  the  Indiana  shore,  Major  Staning  was  despatched  with  a 
force  to  look  after  this  matter,  in  the  Rob  Roy,  accompanied  by  the  armed  tug 
Restless.  Soon  after  I  joined  him  at  Uniontown,  all  being  quiet  at  Mount 
Vernon. 

During  the  afternoon  several  arrests  were  made  of  prominent  secessionista 
and  a  number  of  boats  destroyed,  by  order  of  Major  General  Love.  Toward 
eveninff  Surgeon  Franklin  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  Pritchett,  while 
reconnoitring  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  came  upon  a  squad  of  guerillas 
and  captured  three,  who  were  brought  in  and  sent  on  board  the  Rob  Roy 
tinder  guard,  to  be  sent  to  headquarters  at  Henderson, 

Proceeding  down  the  river,  we  arrived  early  in  the  evening  at  Shawnee- 
toivn,  where  I  received  despatches  from  Captain  Wise,  announcing  the  pres- 
ence of  guerillas  on  the  Kentucky  shore  opposite  Cairo;  and  having  no 
force  there,  naval  or  military,  he  advised  that  a  portion  of  the  force  under 
my  command  should  return  with  all  possible  despatch.  Early  this  morning 
the  Clara  Dolsen  and  tug  started  for  Cairo,  and  arrived  here  at  i  p.  m.,  with 
two  companies  of  Major  Staning's  command;  he  returning  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  force  to  Henderson  in  the  Rob  Roy,  aboard  of  which  I  had 
placed  a  I3-ponnder  howitzer. 

Id  conclusion,  I  regret  to  state  that  I  fonnd  but  little  Union  feeling  on  the 
Kentucky  shore,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of  government  and 
safety  of  steamers  navigating  the  Ohio  require  that  light-draught  gunboata 
nhoold  be  kept  moving  constantly  up  and  down  the  river.  Snclosed  please 
find  copy  of  letter  received  from  Major  General  Love. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Hoel,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sheeley,  of  the  General 
Price,  and  Mr.  Perkins,  my  assistant,  consented  to  act  as  pilots  for  the  ex- 
pedition.    This  latter  also  assisted  me  in  other  duties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Commander  and  Fleet  C^ilain, 


DigizedtyGOOgle 


ABUOBED  VESSELS. 


Hendkbson,  Eentuokt,  J»dy  S3,  1863. 
Captain:  I  cannot  permit  you  to  leave  me  withont  expreesing-  my  sense  of 
the  gratitude  with  which  the  citizens  of  IndiaDa,  and  of  this  locality,  will 
reward  the  prompt  co-operation  of  yourself  and  your  officers  in  thiB  emcr 
geticy,  which  threatened  their  security,  and  for  the  polite  perBonal  attention 
of  voureelf  and  Captain  Pritchett  to  myself  and  staff. 

1  beg  yon  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  and  my  best  wishes  for  yonr  saie 
retarn  to  Cairo. 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LOVE. 
Major  Oenarai,  Indiana  Legion, 
A.  M.  Pbnhock, 

Fka  Captain  Qunboal  Flotilla,  on  board  Clara  DoUm. 


Capture  of  redd  trantporl  Fairplay,  and  large  quanHtiet  of  arma,  ammuniHon, 
Sc,  in  Augunt,  1863. 

Cxnto,  Illiitois,  August  S6,  1863. 

The  combined  naval  and  military  operation,  planned  between  Generd 
Curtis  and  myself  before  leaving  Helena,  has  returned  to  the  latter  place, 
having  accomplished  its  work  with  great  success. 

The  rebel  transport  Fairplay  has  been  captured,  containing  twelve  ban- 
dred  new  Enfield  rifies,  four  thousand  new  muskets,  with  accoutrementi 
complete,  a  large  quantity  of  fixed  ammunition,  four  field  guns,  mounted 
howitzers,  and  small  arms.  Colonel  Woods  landed  and  captured  the  cncamp- 
Dientof  the  SlatLouisiana  regiment  with  arms,  the  enemy  flying  before  him. 

He  captured  another  camp,  with  tents,  baggage,  and  provisioos,  borniag 
the  depot  and  eight  cars,  and  destroying  the  telegraph.  The  combined  ex- 
pedition proceeded  up  the  Yazoo,  where  it  captured  a  battery,  consisting  of 
sixty-four  43-pounder  and  32-pounder  guns,  and  24  and  l^-ponnder  6eld 
pieces,  with  seven  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  one  thousand  shell,  shot,  and 
grape.  Colonel  Woods  dispersed  the  rebel  forces  in  several  places.  Will 
■end  further  particnlars  by  mail  to-morrow. 

C.  H.  DAVIS,  Commodore, 

Hon.  QinxoK  Wtij,BS, 

BecrOary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant  Commanding  8.  L.  Phelps  reporis  a  succet^td  altad^  on  the  enemj 
at  Bolivar,  Miuiisif^,  in  August,  1869; 

Ukftbd  States  Flao-Steaher  Benton, 

Seleita,  August  21,  1869. 
Sir:  In  my  last  report,  sent  by  the  Switzerland  on  the  23d  instant,  I  id- 
fonned  yon  that  we  had  found  the  enemy  in  some  force  at  Greenville,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  had  dispersed  him.  I  have  now  to  repiort  that  as  soon  as  Goio- 
Del  Woods's  force  had  returned  from  the  pursuit,  it  was  re-embarked,  and  we 
proceeded  up  the  river,  stopping  to  examine  every  point  where  a  rebel  forue 
was  likely  to  be  posted;  but  we  were  unsuccessful  in  again  finding  an 
enemy  till  we  reached  Bolivar,  Mississippi.  Colonel  Woods  then  landed  bis 
infantry  and  cavalry,  and  two  mountain  howitzers,  and  soon  discovered  tbe 
rebels  to  tbe  number  of  about  3,000  posted  on  a  plantation  above  the  town. 
I  moved  up  with  tbe  Benton  to  support  our  small  force — not  more  than  &00 
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m«n — in  Its  gidlant  attack,  and  eSeotively  aeed  the  batter;  in  clearing  the 
fielda. 

The  enemy,  after  a  brisk  ekirmish,  ned,  leaving  seven  prisoners  and  ten 
cavalry  horses  in  our  poBsession.  Colunel  W<x>ds  lost  one  man  killed  and 
two  wounded.  The  loas  of  the  enemy  in  killed  is  not  knowD,  but  numbers 
of  horses  were  ruuning  over  the  fields  without  riders,  and  the  negroes  re- 
ported his  loss  quite  heavy. 

From  Bolivar  to  Helena,  where  we  arrived  this  morning,  we  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  again  encountering  an  enemy.    The  troops  returned  in  good  spirits 
and  health,  while  the  condition  of  the  sick  on  board  the  gunboats  was  not 
injuriously  affected  by  the  eleven  days'  cruise  below, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant  Commandtr. 
Flag-Officer  Chahles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  WeMem  Biverg. 


Lot*  tf  the  gunboat  Cairo. 

United  States  Misstssippi  Squadron, 
Vitited  Slata  Slea/ner  Black  Hawk,  December  17,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  Cairo  (iron-clad)  has  been  blown  up  by 
■  torpedo  in  the  Yazoo  river — nobody  hurt.     The  vessel  went  down  in  twelve 
mbatee.     I  gave  Captain  Walke  ordera  to  hold  Yasoo  river  at  all  hazards,  and 
it  was  while  the  vessels  were  employed  in  taking  up  the  torpedoes  (of  which 
great  numbers  have  been  planted  there)  that  the  Cairo  incautionsly  proceeded 
too  far  ahead,  another  steamer  being  in  advance  of  her,  when  the  torpedo  ex- 
ploded under  her,  knocking  out  her  bottom.     It  was  all  done  in  the  lioe  of  daty, 
and  will  aol  prevent  me  from  carrying  out  my  original  intentions.     We  may 
lose  three  or  four  vepsels,  but  will  succeed  in  carrying  out  the  plan  for  the  cap- 
tore  of  Vickeburg.     The  wires  of  the  torpedoes  are  being  cut,  and  the  torpedoes 
removed,  and  we  are  now  in  command  of  the  landings  for  the  dieembarcation  of 
the  army  destined  to  march  into  the  city. 
Keepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuistippi  Sgwdron. 
Hon.  OtDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


S^iort  qf  CbpfaM  ^^it,  cammoMbig  UW  OartniM. 

United  States  Gunboat  Garondelbt, 

Mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  11th  instant  I  despatched  the  Marmora -and  Signal  np  the 
Tazoo  river  on  a  reconnoissance,  and  they  returned  in  the  afternoon,  having 
ascended  aboat  twenty  miles,  where  they  were  apprised  of  the  presence  of  a 
number  of  torpedoes  by  the  unaccountable  number  of  email  scows  and  sta- 
tionary floats  of  various  kinds  along  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  the  explosion 
of  one  of  them  near  the  Signal.  They  immediately  returned  down  the  river, 
the  Uarmora  exploding  anoUieT  by  firing  their  mnskets  at  the  head  of  it,  which 
was  visible  above  the  water. 

Captains  3el^>  of  the  Marmora,  and  Bcott,  of  the  Signal,  iaiaaaoi  me  that 
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they  could  dettroy  all  of  these  torpedoes  with  perfect  safety  if  I  wonld  hare 
them  protected  by  one  or  two  gunb<|atB,  as  there  was  water  enough  to  Admit 
them,  and  the  river  is  riamg.  I  reeotved,  therefore,  after  consnlting  with 
Lient«n&nte  Commanding  Walker,  SeUridge,  and  Hoel,  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 
Cairo,  and  Pittsburg,  to  ^end  Lieutenant  Oomniaiidiag  Sel&idge,  at  his  own 
request,  (the  Cairo  heing  the  faateat  and  liebtest  draught  gtiaooat,  with  the 
Fittabuig,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hoel,  aud  with  the  nun  Queen  of  the  West, 
whose  commander  desired  to  accompany  the  expedition,  to  protect  the  Harmon 
and  Signal  while  clearing  the  river  of  tonjedoes. 

I  cautioned  the  commanding  officers  of  all  the  boats  of  the  expedition,  (being 
preBent,}  and  Captain  Selfridge  in  particular,  to  be  very  careful  not  to  nu  their 
TesBels  in  among  the  torpedoes,  but  to  avoid  the  chaimel  where  they  weie  set, 
to  Bcour  the  shore  with  small  boats,  and  haul  the  torpedoes  on  shore  and  destroj 
them  before  proceeding  fiirther  ap  ths  river;  that  this  duty  would  be  performed 
by  the  Uarmora  and  Signal,  and  the  ram  would  follow  astern  of  them,  and  the 
gunboats  should  be  kept  in  the  rear  of  all,  so  that  they  could  shell  the  banii 
of  the  river  above  them  if  necessaiy.  These  instructions  I  repeated  poeitirely; 
and  also  that  if  there  was  any  apparent  danger  in  the  execution  of  theto,  to 
relinquish  the  project  and  return,  until  better  means  conld  be  obtained  to  scov 
the  shore  and  orog  out  the  torpedoes. 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock  yesterday  morning  the  expedition  proceeded  np 
the  Yazoo,  accordiag  to  my  orders,  and  returned,  minus  the  Cairo,  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Lieutenant  Gommanding  Selfridge 
came  on  board  and  reported  the  loss  of  the  Cairo,  by  the  explosion  of  a  torpedo 
under  hie  port  bow,  while  urging  the  Marmora  (having  passed  the  other  boat*) 
through  the  midst  of  them,  he  being  under  Che  impression  that  they  were  hano- 


es,  or  that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them.     After  the 

[plosion,  which  blew  a  very  large  hole  up  through  the  forecastle  near  the  port 

bow  gun,  the  Cairo  was  run  on  shore,  and  simk  in  about  ten  minntes  out  of 


sight,  except  her  tight  spars  and  smoke-stacks.    After  the  accident  to  the  Ciin) 
ten  torpedoes  were  destroyed  by  the  expedition. 

I  have  ordered  the  Marmora  to  proceed  to  Cairo  with  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  gunboat  Cairo,  and  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Selfridgt  to 
report  to  you  in  person.  Fortunately  there  were  but  a  few  persomi  injnr^  on 
board  the  Cairo,  and  none  of  ihem  very  seriouely. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  the  several  commanders  of  vessels  on  ihat  wd 
occaaiou,  which  would  have  been  avoided  if  my  iastmctiouB  had  been  followed 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain,  Vkited  Stata  Naej. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Fobtbr, 

Com'dg  Mittutippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  lU. 


B^ort  if  LwHtKOKl  Oammm^  ThomoM  0.  S^friig*. 

Unitbd  States  Gu^BOAT  SIo^AL, 

Of  Yazoo  River,  DteentAer  13,  1862. 
Sir:  It  becomes  my  painfiil  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  total  loss  of  tbt 
gunboat  Cairo,  while  under  my  command,  from  the  explosion  of  two  toipedoet 
under  or  near  her,.placed  in  the  Yazoo  river,  some  sixteen  miles  from  its  mooth. 
I  left  our  anchorage  at  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  December  12,  in  company 
with  the  gunboats  Pittsburg,  Marmora,  Signal,  and  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
under  orders  from  Captain  Walke  to  proceed  carefully  up  the  Yaaoo  to  wfaoe 
torpedoes  had  been  aiscovered  the  day  before,  and  to  efiwt  the  d 
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u  many  u  poseiblc.  It  wss  anderstood  tbat  tbe  light  ronboats  were  to  go 
ahead,  followed  by  myself  and  the  Fittabni^,  to  protect  Uiem  by  shelling  Ue 
woods  on  the  river  bank. 

Arriving  near  tbe  spot  indicated,  when  the  leading  gnnboat,  the  Harmon, 
was  parti^ly  bidden  by  a  bend  in  the  rirer,  a  heavy  fire  of  mnaketry  opened; 
the  steamer  commenced  backing  at  tbe  same  time,  leading  me  to  suppose  she 
was  attacked  from  the  shore.  I  hastened  np  to  her  support,  when  I  fonnd  tbe 
firing  was  from  tbe  Hannora  at  an  object,  aolock  of  woch]  floating  in  the  water. 
I  ordered  her  to  cease  firing  and  to  lower  a  boat  to  examine.  They  either 
did  not  hear  my  order  or  wero  loth  to  obey  it.  and  showing  no  signs  of  execu- 
ting it,  I  lowered  one  of  my  own  boats.  They  fished  it  up  and  found  it  to  be  a 
portion  of  a  torpedo  which  had  exploded  the  day  before. 

In  tbe  meanwhile,  the  bead  of  tbe  Cairo  having  got  in  towards  the  sboro,  I 
backed  out  to  straighten  up  stream,  and  ordered  tbe  Marmora  to  go  ahead  slow. 
I  had  made  but  half  a  dozen  revolutions  of  the  wheel,  and  gone  ahead  perhaps 
half  a  length,  tbe  Marmora,  a  little  ahead,  leading,  when  two  sudden  explosions 
in  quick  succession  occurred,  one  close  to  my  port  quarter,  the  other  apparently 
nnaer  ray  port  bow ;  the  latter  so  severe  as  to  raise  tbe  guns  under  it  some  dis- 
tance from  the  deck.  She  commenced  to  fill  so  rapidly  that  in  two  or  three 
minntes  the  water  was  over  her  forecastle.  I  sboved  ber  immediately  for  the 
bank,  but  a  few  yards  distant,  got  out  a  hawser  to  a  tree,  hoping  to  keep  her 
from  sliding  of  into  deep  water.  The  pumps,  steam  and  band,  were  immediately 
manned,  and  everything  done  that  could  be.  Her  whole  frame  was  so  com- 
pletely shattered  that  I  found  immediately  that  nothing  more  could  be  effected 
than  to  move  the  sick  and  tbe  arms.  I  ordered  the  Queen  of  tbe  West  along- 
side, aud  passed  what  articles  1  could  get  at  into  her,  with  a  portion  of  the 
crew,  the  remainder  taking  to  our  boats.  Tbe  Cairo  sunk  in  about  twelve 
minntes  after  the  explosion,  going  totally  out  of  sight,  except  tbe  top  of  the 
cbimneys,  in  six  fathoms  of  water.  J  am  happy  to  say  that  though  some  half  a 
dozen  men  were  injured,  no  lives  wero  lost. 

*  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  officers'  and  men's  behavior;  there  was  , 
perfect  discipline  and  order  to  the  last.  The  crow  remained  at  the  quarters 
until  ordered  away,  and  did  what  little  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 
"Phe  most  of  the  bags  and  hammocks  were  saved,  as  was  evraything  that 
floated  from  the  wreck.  In  the  meanwhile  I  directed  Captain  Hoel,  of  the 
Pittabnrg,  to  send  boats  np  tbe  shore,  under  cover  of  bis  gnus,  to  destroy  and 
discover  the  mode  of  firing  these  torpedoes.  Several  of  uem  were  destroyed, 
but  I  leave  the  particulars  to  his  report. 

Having  sccomplished  all  that  was  in  our  power,  and  destroyed  what  vestige 
of  the  unfortunate  Cairo  that  remained  above  water,  it  was  with  deep  regret  and 
melancholy  that  I  felt  obliged  to  rotum  down  the  river. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  in  justification  of  myself  that  does  not  appear  in  tluB 
report 

Xhongh  I  fiinnd  we  were  in  the  vjcioity  of  torpedoes,  there  wero  no  signs  to 
Bbow  at  the  time  that  any  were  in  my  immediate  neighborhood,  tbe  Mumora 
having  passed  ahead  of  me. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  0.  SELTRIDGE, 

LtaUenaiU  Commander. 
Captain  Hbnsy  Walee,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Naval  Foreei  off  Yazoo  River. 
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Jtftiv  Riar-Adtmat  Porter' t  dAiOtd  retort  </ tht  loa  qf  Hit  Cbko. 

No.  351.]  Unitrd  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Drctmber  17,  1862. 
Sir:  Wlen  I  eent  yon  my  despatch  notifying  you  of  the  loss  of  tte  Cairo 
I  bad  not  exsmincd  carj^fully  all  the  occompanyiDg  reporta,  being  pressed  for 
time,  and  I  left  it  to  the  department  to  judge  where  the  blame  laid.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  due  caution  was  not  observed,  and  that  the  vesaelB  went  ahead 
tno  fast.  These  torpedoes  have  proved  so  harmless  heretofore  (not  one  exploding 
out  of  the  many  hundreds  that  have  been  planted  by  the  rebels)  that  offieen 
have  not  felt  that  respect  for  them  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The  torpedo 
which  blew  up  the  Cairo  was  evidently  fired  by  a  galvanic  batteir,  as  in  some 
of  them,  which  were  afterwards  taken  np,  the  oflScers  followed  the  wires  over 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  river  bank,  and  would  have  followed  them  np  bnt 
for  fear  of  surprises.     Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  was  proceeding  with 

E roper  caution  before  the  accident,  and  the  Marmora  was  proceeding  ahead  of 
ira  enme  distance,  while  the  boats  were  cutting  the  wires  and  dragging  the 
torpedoes  to  the  bank.  Several  bad  been  safely  disposed  of  when  the  Signal 
commeoced  firiog  musketry;  and  as  the  river  hank  was  fnll  of  sharpshoot«i, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  went  to  assist  her,  supposing  she  wai 
attacked.  It  appears  she  was  firing  at  floating  torpedoes.  Not  obeying  the 
signal  made  to  her  to  return,  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  went  up  to  tail 
her,  and  in  doing  so  lost  his  vessel.  The  boats  were  doing  their  work  very 
efifectoally,  and  had  the  orders  of  Captain  Waike  been  carried  out  no  accident 
could  have  occurred.  The  torpedoes  were  known  to  be  there  in  number!',  aod 
every  precaution  should  have  been  observed.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge, 
however,  did  not  go  ahead  with  his  vessel  until  his  pilot  assured  him  that  every- 
thing woe  clejir.  In  my  orders  to  Captain  WaIke  I  directed  him  as  follows: 
"Sendon  the  Signal  and  Marmora,  with  somegood  marksmen,  besides  their  ciewi; 
let  them  hold  on  to  all  they  can  until  you  con  get  your  large  vessels  in.  Wg 
must  miike  a  landing  for  the  army  at  all  hazards,  and  prevent  the  rebels  from 
raising  batteries,"  &:c.,  &c.  The  first  part  of  the  order  was  executed,  and  tbe 
Signal  and  Itfarmora  proceeded  thirty  miles  up  the  river  nnttl  stopped  by  the 
batteries.  They  were  attacked  by  guerillas,  whom  they  easily  drove  off,  bat 
they  returned  again  to  Captain  Walke,  and  enabled  the  rebels  to  plant  the  tor- 

g^does  between  that  time  and  the  return  of  the  second  expedition,  when  the 
airo  was  lost.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  return  of  the  light-draught  vessels 
in  the  face  of  my  order  I  have  yet  to  learn.  I  do  not  see  anything  to  reprehend 
in  the  courseof  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge,  except  being  rathcrincautioot. 
His  vessel  was  a  great  loss  to  us ;  she  was  in  splendid  order,  and  had  just  been 
made  shot-proof  with  railroad  iron  where  she  was  before  vulnerable.  He  is  too 
good  an  officer  to  lose  hia  services  just  now,  and  I  have  put  him  in  command  of 
the  Gonestoga,  which  was  vacant,  trusting  that  he  may  be  more  fortunate  here- 
after, this  being  the  second  time  during  the  war  his  vessel  baa  gone  down  under 
bim.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  admirable ;  eveiytbing  was  con- 
ducted with  perfect  coolness,  and  not  a  man  was  lost,  although  so  short  a  time 
elapsed  between  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  and  tlie  sinking  of  tbe  vessel  that 
notning  was  saved  except  a  few  hammocks  and  bags,  belonging  to  the  men, 
which  floated  off.  In  a  few  minutes  after  the  Cairo  sunk  nothing  could  be  seen 
but  the  top  of  her  pipes,  which  the  ram  Lioness  hauled  out  and  sunk  to  preveot 
the  rebels  irom  fiutUng  the  spot    This  aflair  will  give  me  some  extra  tioabk, 
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but  I  hope  to  sncceed,  nevertheless,  thoagh  thie  leaves  me  only  six  veBsela  whicli 
can  go  nnder  a  batterr. 

Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  eervitDt, 

DAVID  D.  POETEB, 
Acting  Rtar- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittiitippi  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBO\  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  Wtuhington,  D.  C. 


Admg  Btmr-Aimiral  PoUr't  attrwHimt  lg  Ovtom  ITnUr. 

United  States  MisstssiPFi  Sqvadron, 

November  21,  1S63. 

Sib  :  Od  receipt  of  thia  commnnicatioTi  yon  will  take  vith  yon  all  the  iron- 
clade,  except  the  Benton  and  the  General  Bragg,  and  proceed  down  bb  near  the 
month  of  the  Yazoo  as  yon  can  get,  and,  if  possible,  enter  it.  The  object  is  to 
prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  or  as  fiir  as 
our  g:nnB  will  reach,  and  in  case  you  see  anything  of  the  Icind,  your  duty  will 
be  to  destroy  the  batteries  if  yon  can.  If  the  rebels  have  not  covered  them  in, 
there  will  be  no  difficnityin  driving  them  away  and  destroying  the  guns.  The 
be^t  time  to  do  that  kind  of  business  is  about  daylight  in  the  morning. 

In  case  yon  cannot  get  into  the  Yaaoo  with  the  large  vessels,  you  will  send 
in  the  Signal  and  Murmora,  with  some  good  marksmen  on  board,  besides  their 
crews.  Let  them  hold  on  to  all  they  can  until  you  are  enabled  to  get  large 
i^dsela  up.  We  must  make  a  landing  for  the  army;  at  all  events,  we  must  pre- 
vent the  rebels  from  raising  forta  right  under  oor  noses.  You  are  directed  to 
take  with  you  {besides  the  iroo  clada  that  can  get  to  Helena)  the  I^zington 
and  Tyler,  which  yon  will  pick  up  as  you  go  along;  or,  if  they  come  to  Helena, 
I  will  see  that  tliey  arc  with  you  in  time. 

I  have  no  means  of  nscerUiniiig  the  height  of  water  in  the  Yazoo,  and  think 
the  only  way  to  find  out  is  to  gn,  or  send  and  sec. 

I  shall  feel  better  satisfied  when  I  know  we  cannot  get  in,  for  then  I  shall 
know  that  the  rebels  cannot  get  out.  In  the  matter  of  attacking  batteries  yon 
mnet  exercise  some  judgment,  and  no  doubt,  by  a  little  cousnltation  with  those 
connected  with  yon  on  thit  expedition,  you  will  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion. 

The  object  is  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  blocking  up  the  approach  to  the 
rivt-T  with  batteries.  General  McClemand  will  move  now  in  about  two  weeks, 
and  we  must  have  the  places  clear  for  him  to  land  hi«  troops.  The  object  is  to 
g(>t  possession  of  as  much  of  the  Yozuo  as  we  can,  and  hold  it  until  he  comes. 

I  will  be  pushing  down  small  and  light-draught  boats  as  fast  as  I  get  them 
finii'hed  and  armed,  and  I  hope  to  have  about  tcu  ready  in  the  course  of  ten  days. 

Pill  your  vessels  up  with  Cfial-  Curry  very  low  steam  going  down,  to  save 
-vnur  fuel,  and,  if  necessary,  detain  the  B.  to  tow  down  a  couple  of  barges  to  en- 
able you  to  keep  up  your  steam.  The  B.  will  also  act  as  a  despatch  boat,  if 
necessary,  to  send  mc  any  communications. 

Jf  you  find  that  you  can  enter  the  Yazoo,  push  on  and  go  as  far  as  you  can ; 
Ic4-4:p  the  communication  open  beliiud  you.  There  are  u  number  of  fine  large 
river  boats  up  the  Yazoo;  try  and  secure  them.  Everything  you  fall  in  with 
■vfiU  be  a  prize,  and  remember  that  there  are  no  Union  men  who  can  lay  clum 
to  anything  in  that  region. 

In  case  you  arc  snccessfnl,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  there  is  but  one  way 

«f  making  war,  and  that  is,  by  using  the  most  stringent  means,  even  to  military 

<;xet;utionB,  in  order  to  preserve  subordination  amoTig  conquered  people.     Allow 

no    parties  to  land  near  Vicksburg  except  on  duty  assigned  by  yourself,,^, No 
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intercourse  of  any  kind  to  be  kept  up  with  the  rebels ;  if  any  retreat  to  your 
vesecls  for  protectii  .n,  uee  that  tliey  do  not  go  on  shore  again ;  at  the  same  time 
get  out  of  thorn  all  the  information  jou  can.  Pick  up  all  the  good  contrabaadB 
you  can  get,  and  something  may  be  learnt  from  the  most  intelligent  of  them. 
After  you  have  gwned  any  information  of  any  consequence,  despatch  it  to  me. 

i  am  well  informed  that  an  active  trade  is  carried  on  between  the  Yazoo  aid 
the  Red  rivers ;  the  sooner  we  stop  it  the  better. 

Captain  Sclfridge  will  join  you  from  Memphis.  The  Cincinnati,  Ideutenant 
Bacbe,  bae  left  here  on  her  Wiiy  down  ;  the  Pittsburg  has  been  ordered  to  job 
you ;  the  Baron  De  Kalb  will  l>e  off  on  Monday,  and,  with  the  Lexington,  T^ler, 
Signal,  and  Marmora,  yon  will  likely  do  somelhing.  Keep  me  advised  if  any- 
thing should  occur  to  render  my  presence  necessary.  And  now,  trusliog  to 
your  good  judgment,  hoping  that  no  opportunity  to  annoy  the  enemy  may 
escape  you, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittiuippi  Squadron. 
Captain  H.  Walkb, 

Commanding  Carondelet,  Helena. 

P.  S. — I  will  have  a  conple  of  Ellct's  rams  to  report  to  you  when  yon  will 
be  ready  for  anything. 


Engagement  with  the  Yazoo  hatterir*. — Cooperation  with  General  Sherman 
against  Vir.ktburg. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  Rirer.  December  27,  186S. 
Stn  :  This  morning  we  commenced  early  the  work  of  removing  the  torpedow. 
The  boats  worked  under  a  brisk  fire  from  the  concealed  riflemen  in  pits,  but  the 
enemy  gradually  receded  before  our  vessels,  and  by  three  o'clock  in  the  evcniog 
we  had  worked  up  to  within  half  or  three  (juarterB  of  a  mile  of  the  balterie«. 
the  strength  of  which  it  was  desirable  to  feel.  The  army  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vanced towards  the  heights.  My  object  waa  to  draw  off  a  large  portion  of  the 
troops  from  Vicksburg,  to  prevent  our  ascent  of  the  Yazoo,  by  which  we  could 
throw  troops  on  the  Milldale  road.  At  half  past  two  the  forts  commenced  firing 
hriekly  at  our  boats  with  eight  heavy  guns,  without  driving  them  in.-  The  wtj 
being  apparently  clear  of  torpedoes,  the  channel  having  been  thoroughly  dragged 
with  all  sorts  of  contrivances.  Lieutenant  Commander  Gwin,  at  three  o'clock, 
advanced  to  the  furthest  point  where  the  boats  had  finished  their  work,  (wliieh 
was  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  forts,)  and  opened  his  batteries.  The 
other  vessels  were  also  ordered  up,  all  of  which  were  lying  close  behind.  The 
river  was,  however,  too  narrow  at  that  point  to  get  even  two  vessels  abreast, 
and  the  Benton  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight.  It  lasted  two  hours,  during  which 
time  the  Benton  was  much  cut  up,  but  nothing  happened  to  impair  her  effi- 
ciency; her  armor  was  shot-proof  when  it  was  struck,  except  on  deck,  but  still 
I  regret  to  say  there  were  some  serious  casualties.  Lieutenant  Commander 
Gwin  was  most  seriously  wounded  by  a  rifle-shot  striking  him  on  the  right 
breast,  and  carrying  away  the  muscle  of  the  right  arm.  He  refused  to  enter 
the  shot-proof  pilot-house,  saying  that  a  captain's  place  was  on  the  quarter 
deck.  While  there  is  life  there  is  hope,  and  1  trust  the  life  of  this  galUnt  officer 
may  be  spared  to  us ;  the  country  can  ill  afford  to  lose  his  services.  Mr.  Lord, 
the  executive  officer  of  the  vessel,  was  wounded  severely  in  the  foot,  but  fought 
the  vessel  gallantly  after  the  captaiu  had  been  carried  below,  and  retired  when 
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tlie  batteries  were  all  munaaked,  and  vhea  tbe  object  was  accompliehed  for 
which  the  vesseU  went  op.  I  had  three  of  the  iroa-clada,  and  the  Lexington, 
the  !VIannora,  and  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  lying  aa  a  retterve,  but  none  of 
them  were  etrock,  tbongh  in  action,  except  the  Oiacinnati.  LieuteoaDt  Bache, 
by  which  no  material  daina^  occurred  to  the  vessel. 

The  army  advanced  at  the  seme  time  we  were  attacking  the  forte,  making 
the  enemy  believe  we  were  going  to  force  the  river  forts.  This  indaced  them 
to  draw  off  a  large  part  of  their  forces  from  Vicksburg,  and  tlieir  cavalry  were 
kept  employed  driving  tlie  men  back  to  their  guns. 

I  send  yon  a  sketch  of  the  present  position  of  aSairs.  The  fighting  is  going 
on  DOW,  but  with  what  success  I  know  not.  Our  troops,  though,  are  gaining  at 
every  step,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  by  morning  Glencral  Sherman  will  cut  the 
communication  between  Vicksburg  and  blilldule,  which  should,  by  rights,  end 
the  afiair. 

The  railroads  have  all  been  cat  leading  into  Teias,  and  there  will  be  no  hope 
of  supplies,  even  if  Vicksbiirg  can  hold  out  for  a  short  time. 

The  enemy  cannot  approach  the  left  wing  of  our  army  until  they  reach  the 
heights  without  coming  in  range  of  our  gunboats.  At  that  point  the  army  will 
have  all  tlie  fighting  to  do  themselves. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded :  Lieutenant  Commander 
William  Gwin,  severely  wounded  ou  the  right  breaet.  lacerating  the  pectoral 
mti:5cleH  extensively,  also  tearing  away  a  portion  of  the  muscles  of  the  right 
forearm ;  George  V.  Lord,  executive  officer,  severe  contusion  of  the  font ;  Klias 
Reese,  cxecntivis  officer  of  the  Marmora,  slightly  wounded ;  N.  B.  Willetfl, 
gunner,  severely  wounded;  Robert  Rhoyal,  master-at-arms,  killed;  Thomas 
fjmith,  seaman,  mortally  wounded;  Alexander  W.  Lynch,  seaman,  severe  con- 
tusion of  the  head;  Alexander  Campbell,  seaman,  severely  wounded j  Stephen 
Mot!B,  slightly  wounded;  Gcoi^e  Colletider,  boy,  aliglitly  wounded. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servaut, 
DAVID  D.  POKTEK, 
Acting  Rear' Admiral,  Com'dg  Mlttittippi  Squadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDBUN  Welles, 

Secreiari/  of  the  Navy,  WatAingbm,  D.  C. 


DHailtd  Ttport  of  til  atlaei  on  Ihe  Tatoa  baUaitt. 

United  States  Mississippi  Suuadron, 

Yazoo  Itieer,  December  31,  1S62. 

Sib  :  I  have  already  written  you  a  hurried  report  of  the  attack  on  the  Yazoo 
batteries  by  the  Benton,  and  have  the  honor  to  relate  occurrences  up  to  this  date, 

<>n  the  27th  instant  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 
had  cleared  the  river  Yazoo  of  torpedoes  to  the  place  nearly  where  the  Cairo 
wai<  snnk,  and  had  obtained  possession  of  two  landings.  The  enemy,  to  the 
ntimfaer  of  two  thousand,  were  contesting  every  inch  of  ground  from  ritle-pita 
and  from  behind  levees,  where,  from  hi^h  overhanging  banks,  they  could  fire 
on  our  veKsels  almost  with  impunity.  The  light-druught  iron-clads  Signal, 
Jaliet,  and  Borneo  were  very  serviceable  in  performing  this  duty,  being  per- 
fectly bullet-proof  all  over,  except  in  their  upper  cabins,  which  were  pretty 
badly  cat  up. 

I  did  not  deem  the  landings  already  secured  sufficiently  good,  and  on  the 
23d  instant  Lieutenant  Commander  Gwin,  according  to  orden  proceeded  up 
the  river  in  the  Benton,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Pritchett;  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk;  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
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Ciiptain  E.  W.  Sutherland;  ram  Lione^B,  Muster  T.  0.  Rcilly;  Signal,  Acting 
Master  Scott ;  Romeo,  Acting  En.-<i<;n  Smith ;  Juliet,  Acting  Volunteer  Liea- 
tenant  Sliaw.  Tlie  S4rh,  35ih,  and  SGth  wpre  occupied  in  getting  up  the 
torpedoes,  of  which  there  were  a  great  many;  but,  as  the  water  had  ri«en  in 
the  river,  our  rcseeU  were  cnahlrd  to  keep  off  the  aharpshooters,  and  the  boats, 
being  well  covered,  drove  them  back  when  they  came  in  amall  numbers.  Thnt 
the  work  continued  until  the  l>ontB  turned  the  bend  in  the  river,  where  a  seria 
of  fortr!,  dotted  all  around  the  hills,  and  a  heavy  raft,  covered  with  railroad  iron, 
seemed  to  forbid  all  further  progress.  I  directed  the  work  to  go  on  in  the  boats 
as  near  to  the  forts  as  possible,  and  they  proceeded  until  tbe  forte  opened  on 
them,  at  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  yards.  Though  much  annorea  hy  the 
fire,  on  the  27th  the  b.iats  continued  their  work,  and  the  Benton  closed  up  to 
cover  them.  It  waa  blowing  very  bard  at  tbe  time,  and,  the  current  being 
checked  by  the  wind,  the  Benton,  at  all  times  an  unmanageable  ship,  had  a 
tendency  to  turn  bead  or  broadside  to  wind;  in  consequence  of  which  cbe  hod 
to  be  tied  to  the  bank.  Then  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  her,  almost  every  shot 
hitting  her  somewhere.  Seven  or  eight  heavy  guns  were  firing  from  tbe  different 
forte — 50'pound  rifles  and  64-pounder8  solid.  After  she  made  fast  to  the  bank 
she  was  hit  thirty  times.  Whenever  the  shots  hit  the  pilot-house  or  the  defence 
on  bcr  sides  they  did  but  little  harm,  in  some  places  scarcely  leaving  a  mark; 
hut  whenever  they  struck  her  deck  they  went  through  everything,  killing  and 
wounding  ten  persons;  among  the  latter  Lieutenant  Commander  Gwin.  Tbe 
wind  blew  so  hard  thiit  the  other  iron-clads  were  unmanageable,  and,  though 
they  brought  their  batteries  to  bear  (as  did  the  Leiingtoa  and  Tyler)  as  well 
as  the  very  narrow  stream  would  permit,  they  could  not  fire  very  effecluAlly. 
Two  of  the  guns  in  the  forts  were  silenced,  and,  the  boats  being  unable  to  work 
any  longer,  tlie  vessels  dropped  hack,  around  the  point,  out  of  fire.  The  object 
of  the  liriiig  was  only  to  cover  the  boats,  as  the  forts  can  only  be  taken  by  s 
lauding  party,  and  a  very  strong  one  at  that. 

The  Benton  was  not  rendered  inefficient  in  the  least,  though  two  of  hrrgnnf 
were  damaged  so  that  they  are  no  longer  serviccnble,  having  been  hit  with  shot. 

On  tbe  38th  General  Sherman  had  advanued  his  forces  within  skirraiehing 
distance  of  the  enemy,  and  I  s<-nt  np  a  strong  force  to  make  a  feint  on  the  fort^, 
and  to  fire  across  on  the  Miltdate  road,  to  prevent  re-enforcements  from  being 
sent  that  way  from  the  Yazoo  forts  to  Vicksburg,  Owing  to  late  heavy  rains 
Gitneml  Sherman  found  tlio  ground  almo^it  impassable,  and  was  headed  off  at 
every  step  by  innumerable  bayous.  On  the  S9lh  the  assault  was  to  commence 
on  the  hills  behind  Vicksburg,  provided  the  army  could  find  an  opening  throngfa 
the  abattis,  which  was  piled  up  before  them  in  all  directions,  and  thoutund^  of 
ebarpshooter^,  in  rifle-pits,  picking  off  the  officers  at  every  step.  I  brought  np 
the  only  two  mortars  1  had  been  able  to  get  down  here,  and  placed  them  in 
position  (hacked  by  the  gunboats)  to  shell  the  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of 
our  army,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  doubling  on  cither  wing,  also  placing  » 
portion  of  them  at  differeut  (Mints  to  protect  the  transporls. 

The  battle  commenced  early  in  the  d  ly  on  the  20th,  and  our  troops,  with 
great  heroism,  went  to  the  assault.  One  division  succeeded  in  getting  into  tba 
batteries  ou  the  hill,  and  drove  the  enemy  out;  but  one  of  the  two  divisions  that 
were  to  assault  being  behind  time,  the  assault  was  iinsuccessful ;  tbe  men  hsd 
to  retire  again,  and  lay  uii  their  arms  that  night  itk  a  cold,  heavy  rain,  that  must 
have  decimated  the  army. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  present  rain,  which  is  heavy,  will  render  any  attempld 
of  our  army  to  enter  Vicksburg  in  that  way  useless.  They  could  scarcely  move 
the  artillery  at  first;  it  will  be  doubly  troublesome  now.  In  the  mean  time  the 
rebels  arc  receiving  re-enforcements  by  every  train,  and  are  almost  if  not  quite 
as  numerous  as  our  troops.    Our  army  will  have  to  intrench  themselves  until 
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tbe  gronnd  will  enable  them  to  move.  We  hare  a  good  position,  and  the  gan- 
tioat^  cover  tlie  army  in  a  semicircle  of  ei^ht  miles. 

Since  I  came  below,  t!ie  commanders  of  the  ditfercnt  poets  have  all  urgently 
demanded  gunboats,  mnny  of  lliem  holding;  positions  where  they  could  drive  o£f 
three  or  four  times  their  number.  At  Island  No.  10  I  havo  been  notified  that 
liie  commander  had  been  ordered  to  abandon  that  pout  and  spike  his  guns.  I 
Lavi!  ordered  the  Pittsburg  np  there  to  liold  it  and  to  break  up  the  guns,  as  they 
tie  old  ones  and  6t  for  nothing ;  Btill  the  rebelB  might  get  them  in  some  of  these 
etampcdcs.  The  commanding  officer  at  Golumbud  hears  that  forty  ttiousand 
men  are  advancing  on  him,  and  wants  a  gunboat.  I  sent  liim  the  New  Era, 
and  ordered  Commander  Pennock  to  fit  3S-pouridere  on  the  old  mortar  rafts, 
and  plant  them  in  fiout  of  Columbus  and  Ilickman.  General  Curtis  calls  for  a 
large  force  of  gunboats,  to  meet  General  Gorman  on  the  5th  of  January,  1S63. 
General  Curtis  has  ordered' mor  cm  en  Is  from  the  east  up  the  Arkansas  on  Little 
Kiick.  General  Gorman  wants  two  gunboats  at  Helena.  He  says  he  is  utterly 
powerless  with  five  thousand  infantry  and  two  thousand  cavalry.  I  suppose  I 
must  raise  them.  The  General  Briigg  is  stationed  at  Memphis,  to  protect  that 
pUcc  and  repair  her  machinery.  I  have  sent  the  Conerttnga  to  the  mouth  of 
Arkansas  river,  to  protect  the  troops  about  to  be  stationed  there,  and  to  prevent 
any  intercourse  up  or  down  the  Arkansas-  As  the  light- draughts  arc  finished 
th<y  will  be  stationed  at  different  points  on  the  river. 

What  our  future  operations  will  bo  here  I  cannot  yet  tell.  We  expected  that 
General  Grant  would  huvc  been  in  tlic  rear  of  Vickehurg  by  this  time,  and  that 
General  Banks  would  have  been  at  Port  Uudson;  both  of  which  movements 
Were,  1  believe,  part  of  the  plan  of  operations.  Wo  hear  nothing  of  either  of 
theie  generals. 

The  relieU  are  going  to  throw  a  powerful  force  into  Vickshnrg.  to  hold  it  at 
all  hazards,  and  the  heavy  rains  at  this  time  will  cauiM!  a  change  in  the  military 
operations.  General  Sherman  is  quit«  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  nothing 
daunted  by  his  want  of  success.  '  Part  of  the  programme  of  the  rebels  is  to 
threaten  our  river  ports,  to  make  us  draw  off  our  troops  from  here,  but  with  the 
position  held  by  the  commanders  of  these  ports  they  can  defy  any  force  brought 
against  them  if  they  do  their  duty,  and  keep  despatch  boats  ready  to  notify  the 
gunboats  that  will  soon  be  stationed  on  the  river.  If  there  is  a  delay,  it  will 
enable  us  to  get  down  our  iron-clads  from  above,  of  which  I  see  no  prospect  at 
present. 

Five  light-draught  steamers,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch,  are  up  the 
Tennessee  river,  and  will  he  able  to  operate  there,  now  that  the  water  is  rising. 
We  will  soon  have  two  others  on  tbe  Ohio. 

Everything  in  the  squadron  in  the  shape  of  a  steamer  has  a  gun  of  some  kind 
mounted  on  her,  and  our  vessels  pass  up  and  down  witliout  molestation. 

The  vessels  now  here  are  the  Black  Hawk,  Benton,  Baron  De  Kalh,  Caron- 
delet,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Mound  City,  Lexington,  Tyler,  Signal,  Uomeo, 
Julii't,  Forest  Rose,  Battler,  Marmora,  rams  Monarch,  Queen  of  the  Went, 
Switzerland,  Lioness*,  storeship  Sovereign,  ordnance  vessels  Judge  Torrence 
and  Great  Western,  floating  sraithery  Sampson,  tug-boat  Champion,  and  six 
small  tugs  and  two  mortars,  water-logged. 

The  health  of  tlie  squadron  is  improving.     The  hospital  ship  is  on  her  way 
down  here. 
I  hav«  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POHTKR, 
Acting  Rear-Adrniral,  Com'dg  MitMiuij'pi  Sguadnm. 
Uon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecTttary  of  Ike  Kacif,  Wathingttm,  P.  C. 
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Btfort  of  Aeitng  Rtar-A^mital  Potttr  retalive  In  aitaatl  In/  Oatrat  SA<nMN. 

Unitbd  States  Mississippi  Sqcadron, 

While  Rher,  JaHttary  18,  1863. 

Sir:  The  mvay  will  move  lo-monrow  od  Viclcabnrg,  with  re-enforcemeDU 
■  furnished  by  General  Grant,  who,  I  believe,  will  accompany  the  expedition  v 
commander-in-chief.  Had  the  combinations  been  carried  oat  in  onr  last  expe- 
dition, General  Grant  advancing  by  Grenada,  General  Banks  np  river,  and 
General  Sherman  down  the  river,  the  whole  matter  wonid  have  assumed  a 
different  aspect,  but  General  Sherman  was  the  only  one  on  the  ground.  The 
army  of  General  Grant  had  heen  cut  off  from  its  supplies.  General  Banks 
never  came  up  the  river,  acid  General  Sherman  having  attempted  to  take  ihe 
enemy  by  surprise,  lost  about  TOO  wounded,  300  killed,  and  about  400  prisouer^. 
All  this  was  owing  to  Colonel  I)e  Courcy  (who  has  since  resigned)  not  following 
General  Blair,  who  bad  no  difficulty  in  getting  into  the  works  of  the  enemr. 
Had  our  troops  been  able  to  bold  these  works  for  three  minutes,  VickebnTg 
would  have  been  ours  j  but  that  chance  was  lost,  and  will  not  offer  again.  The 
enemy  crowded  in  30,000  men  from  Grenada,  and  10.000  from  Jackson,  and 
outnumbered  us  two  to  one.  Tho  rain  forced  General  Sherman  to  embark,  and 
we  did  80  without  the  enemy  being  aware  of  it,  until  everything  was  on  board. 
Not  a  tiling  of  consequence  was  left  behind.  When  the  enemy  did  discover  it, 
they  sent  down  three  regiments  with  iield-pieces  to  attack  the  line  of  transports, 
which  was  co\ered  at  every  point  by  the  gunboats  and  light-draughis.  The 
Lexington,  Marmora,  Queen  of  the  West,  and  Monarch  opened  on  the  eneniy 
with  shrapnell,  and  cui  them  up  very  severely,  causing  ihem  to  fly  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  not  losing  a  man  on  our  side.  This  is  a  short  history  of  this  affiir. 
The  operations  to  come  will  be  of  a  different  character.  It  will  be  a  tedion* 
eiege — the  first  step,  in  my  opinion,  towards  a  successful  attack  on  Vicksborg, 
which  has  been  made  very  strong  by  land  and  water.  I  have  always  thought 
the  late  attempt  was  premature,  but  sometimes  tbeati  dashes  succeed,  and  certain 
it  is  that  but  for  the  want  of  nerve  in  the  leader  of  a  brigade  the  army  would 
have  succeeded. 

The  operations  of  the  navy  in  tho  Yazoo  art;  worthy  to  be  ranked  among 
the  brightest  events  of  the  war.  The  officers  in  charge  of  getting  up  the  tor- 
pedoes ond  clearing  eight  miles  of  the  river  distinguished  themselves  by  their 
patient  endurance  and  cool  courage  under  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  from  well- 
protected  and  unsteii  riflemen,  and  the  crews  of  the  boats  exhibited  a  courage 
and  coolness  seldom  equalled.  The  navy  will  scarcely  ever  get  credit  for  th«e 
events.  They  are  not  brilliant  enough  to  satisfy  our  impatient  people  at  the 
north,  who  know  little  of  the  difficulties  attending  an  expedition  like  the  one 
mentioned,  or  how  much  officers  and  men  are  exposing  themselves,  while  they 
wonder  why  we  do  not  demolish  mountains  of  granite. 

The  department  m»y  rest  assured  that  the  navy  here  is  never  idle.  The  army 
depends  on  us  to  take  entire  charge  of  them  ou  the  water,  and  it  employs  eveiy 
vessel  I  have.  I  have  none  too  many.  The  light-draught  vessels  have  only 
half  crews.     I  am  making  up  deficiencies  with  contrabands  as  fast  as  I  can. 

Wc  expect  to  disembark  the  troops  opposite  Vicksburg  in  four  or  five  days. 
In  die  mean  time  I  want  to  gather  up  the  fleet  which  are  operating  at  different 
points  with  the  army.  My  opinion  is  that  Vicksburg  is  the  main  point;  when 
that  falls  nil  subordinate  posts  will  fall  wilh  iL  Arkansa.'C  is  or  will  be  quiet 
for  the  present,  and  all  smaller  expeditions  should  lie  attached  to  the  large  one 
at  Vicksburg.  This  will  enable  me  (o  employ  the  gunboats  to  better  advantage, 
which  I  cannot  do  now.     The  commander  of  every  post  requires  a  gunboat,  bol 
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I  do  not  encourage  them  alwayB  in  their  expectations,  as  it  makes  them  very 
c&reless  nhont  defending  themselves. 

Very  rcBpectfully,  Tonr  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MiuUnppi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


,     Feiition  of  affairt  at  Viekthurg. 

UpfiTBit  States  Mississippi  Squadrok, 

Yazoo  River,  Janvary  3,  J8C3. 

Sir:  The  army  has  changed  its  position,  which  it  was  obliged  to  do  owin^ 
to  the  heavy  rains.  The  men  have  been  without  shelter  for  five  days,  the  rain 
at  times  coming  down  in  torrents.  It  was  impossible  for  any  army  to  work 
under  the  circumstances.  They  failed  in  the  first  assault  only  because  the  sup- 
porting division  did  not  come  up  to  its  work,  and  the  reserve  fired  (it  is  said) 
Into  onr  own  men.  Could  the  first  division  have  held  the  batteries  (which  they 
took)  for  three  minutes  longer,  our  army  could  have  commanded  the  hills  back  of 
Vicksbnrg.  So  desperate  were  llie  rebels  that  they  fired  grape  and  canister  into 
and  through  their  own  retreating  men,  and  mowed  them  down  by  the  dozens. 

The  point  of  attack,  at  one  time  practicable,  was  no  longer  so  after  the  as- 
sault of  our  army.  It  was  rendered  impassable  by  abattis  and  stockades.  It 
was  then  deWrmined  by  General  Sherman  and  myself  to  attempt  the  forts  on 
the  Yazoo,  st  Drungel's  bluff,  by  a  night  attack.  Ten  thoueana  men  were  to 
hare  been  thrown  right  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs,  risking  the  loss  of  the  trans- 
ports, while  all  the  iron-clada  were  to  open  fire  on  the  batteries  and  try  and 
silence  them  temporanly.  The  ram  Lioness,  under  Colonel  Ellet,  was  fitted 
with  an  apparatus  for  breaking  torpedo  wires  and  was  to  go  ahead  and  clear 
the  way.  Colonel  Ellet  was  also  provided  with  fifteen  torpedoes  to  blow  up 
the  ran  and  enable  the  vessels  to  get  by  if  possible.  'I'hie  desperate  duty  he 
took  upon  himself  cheerfully,  and  no  doubt  would  have  performed  it  well  had 
the  opportunity  occurred,  'i'he  details  of  the  expedition  were  left  to  me,  and  it 
was  all  ready  to  start  at  3.30  a.  m.  A  dense  fog  unfortunately  set  in  at  mid- 
night and  lasted  until  morning,  when  it  was  too  late  to  start.  It  was  so  thick 
that  vessels  could  not  move ;  men  could  not  see  each  other  at  ten  paces.  The 
river  is  too  narrow  for  operations  in  clear  weather,  much  less  in  a  fog.  After 
the  fog,  there  was  in  the  afternoon  every  indication  of  a  long  and  heavy  rain. 
The  genera]  very  wisely  embarked  his  whole  army  without  being  disturbed  by 
the  enemy,  and  is  now  lying  five  miles  above  Vicksbui^,  waiting  for  good 
woatber  and  for  McClemand  to  take  command.  The  latter  arrived  before  the 
army  left  its  position,  and  approved  the  change.  As  we  left  the  rain  poured 
down  in  torrents,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  or  some  time  longer,  rendering 
land  operations  perfectly  impracticable.  While  the  army  leaders  are  deciding 
what  to  do,  I  have  enough  employment  for  the  veasels  here  to  patrol  the  river 
and  occupy  those  posts  which  have  been  partially  deserted,  or  where  appre- 
hension of  invasion  is  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  POKTKR, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  (Jom'dg  Mittittippi  Sqitadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waakingftm,  D.  C. 
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A'UUuinat  npoTi  of  Acting  lUor-AJmind  Porta; 

Unitbd  States  JIississippi  Squadron, 

Mou/A  of  Yazoo  Rirer,  January  S4,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  Iiave  tfae  honor  to  report  my  Brrivnl  at  tliia  plnce. 
Tht;  army  are  landing  on  tlic  neck  of  land  ojipo^'ite  Vicksburg.     Whi[  thry 
exp<;ct  to  do  1  don't  know,  but  presume  it  is  a  temporary  arraugcmecjt.     1  am 
covering  tbeir  landing  and  guarding  the  Yazoo  river. 

The  front  of  Vicksburg  is  hcuvily  fortified,  and  unless  we  can  (ret  troops  m 
the  rear  of  the  city  I  sec  no  chance  of  lokiug  it  at  preeent,  tbough  we  cm  i.ff 
all  their  supplies  from  Texas  and  Loui«iauia. 

A  few  days  aince  I  withdrew  the  gnnboata  from  the  moath  of  the  Yaioo,  a 
they  were  entirely  out  of  coal,  and  it  was  not  proper  to  let  ihtm  remain  ondtr 
the  circumHtancCB.  The  moment  I  could  get  coal  1  sent  them  down  again,  and 
they  arrived  just  in  time  to  block  up  eleven  steamers  in  the  Vaaoo  iliat  b.^d 
gone  up  for  provieions  and  stores  under  the  impression  that  we  had  lilt 
altogGlhcr.  These  veseela  have  been  employed  carrying  supplies  and  ami 
from  Vickaburg  to  Fort  Uudaon.  This  will  render  the  rednctiou  of  that  plue 
an  cosier  task  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been,  as  there  arc'  no  steamers  ud 
the  river  except  two  that  will  be  kept  at  Vicksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ulwdient  sen'ant, 

DAVID  D.  rOttTER, 
Acting  Rear' Admiral,  Cont'dg  MiMtitMippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Wathingttm,  D.  C. 


Services  of  thi  ram  Jteet,  Kxder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  EllH. 


Unitbd  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mitiistippi  Rirer,  January  5,  lS63. 

Sib  :  In  my  different  commanications  relating  to  the  operations  on  the  Yu'>'> 
river  I  omitted  to  mention  the  services  of  the  ram  fleet.  I  intended  to  lutv>' 
made  a  separate  report,  but  have  been  unable  to  do  so  sooner. 

From  his  first  connexion  with  this  squadron.  Colonel  Charles  Rivets  Ellei. 
the  immediate  commander  of  the  ram  fleet,  has  displayed  great  Bcal  in  carrjiu; 
oat  my  orders,  and  when  we  have  been  threatened  at  diffen'nt  jvoints,  and  lur- 
ing no  vessel  to  send  from  Cairo,  he  has,  on  two  occasion)!,  furnished  ve^i=v1»  ii 
an  hour's  notice.  When  the  expedition  started  down  the  river,  the  ram  4*! 
was  with  u9,  and  our  main  dependence  in  ease  we  should  encounter  other  rams. 

We  had  none  of  the  navy  proper.  Altliougb,  like  ourselves,  half  mann>-d- 
the  ram  fleet  was  ready  to  do  anything  required  of  it.  In  ascending  the  river, 
the  Queen  of  the  West.  Captain  E.  K.  Sutherland  and  Master  J.  O.  Ri-ill.i'. 
were  very  efficient  in  repelling  the  sharpshooters,  their  construction  enaMl.ic 
them  to  fire  over  the  banks,  which  onr  iron-clads  could  not  do.  Captain  Sntliif- 
land  kept  unceasing  watch  in  advance  of  the  fleet  while  our  boats  were  at  Kork, 
and  won  golden  opinions  by  his  as:'iduity.  On  the  uight  of  the  31st  of  Di-c-ia- 
ber,  when  it  woa  intended  to  assault  the  batteries  by  land  and  water,  Ci'loar. 
EUet  took  upon  himself  the  perilous  duty  of  running  up  in  the  IJoueae,  in  Uc 
of  the  batteries,  to  clear  out  the  torpedoes  or  hreok  ihe  wires,  and  to  plm: 
torpedoes  on  the  raft  which  had  a  battery  at  each  end  of  iL  No  doulii  !>c 
would  have  performed  it  or  lost  bis  life  and  his  vessel.  I  have  grrat  cnji- 
dence  in  the  commander  of  the  rams  and  those  nndor  him,  and  take  this  Dpp»t- 
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ttinicy  to  state  to  the  department  boT  highly  I  appreciate  the  commander  and 
his  a£sociAt«B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectful  ly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  MiituMtppi  Squadron. 
Hod.  Gidkon  Wkllbsi, 

Ikcrelary  of  the  Navy,  WathingtoM,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  Arkantai  Pott. 

United  States  Sfississippi  Sqdadron, 

Arkamaa  Poll,  January  11,  1863. 
Sir:  The  gunboats  Loaisvillo,  Do  Kalb,  Cincinnati,  and  Lexington  attacked 
the  heavy  fort  at  Post  of  Arkansas  last  night,  and  silenced  tbe  batteries,  killing 
nuny  of  the  enemy.  Tbe  gunboats  attacked  it  again  ibis  morning  and  dis- 
mounted every  gun,  eleven  in  all.  Colonel  Dunuington,  (late  of  the  United 
States  navy,)  commandant  of  the  fort,  requested  to  surrender  to  the  navy.  I 
received  hia  sword.  Tbe  army  co-operated  on  tbe  land  side.  The  forts  were 
completely  silenced,  and  the  guns,  eleven  in  number,  were  all  dismounted  in 
three  hours.  The  action  was  at  close  quart4>rs  on  the  part  of  the  three  iron- 
clads, and  the  firing  splendid.  Tbe  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  small.  The 
Loniiville  lost  twelve,  Dc  Kalb  seventeen,  Cincinnati  none.  Lexington  none. 
Battler  two.  The  vessels,  although  much  cut  up,  were  ready  for  action  in  half 
ui  Lour  after  the  battle.  Tbe  light-draugbt  Rattler,  Lieutenant  Commander 
Watson  Smith,  and  other  light-draughts,  joined  in  tbe  action  when  it  became 

Ceral,  as  did  the  Black  Uawk,  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  R.  Breeee,  with 
rifle  guns.     Particulars  will  be  given  hereafter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rfar-Admirai,  Cmn'dg  Miuiuippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GtDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


DiUtOtd  Ttport  of  Acting  Rtar- Admiral  D.  D.  PorUr. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Arkantat  Pott,  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  4th  of  January  General 
McClemand  concluded  to  move  up  river  upon  the  Post  of  Arkansas,  and  re- 
q nested  my  co-operation. 

I  detailed  three  ironclads,  the  Louisville,  Baron  De  Kalb,  and  Cincinnati, 
with  all  the  light-draught  gunboats,  all  of  which  had  to  be  towed  up  tbe  river. 
On  the  9th  we  ascended  the  Arkansas  river,  as  high  as  Arkansas  Post,  when 
the  army  landed  within  about  four  miles  of  the  fort.  The  enemy  had  thrown  up 
heavy  earthworks  and  estcnsive  rifle-pits  all  along  the  levee.  While  the  army 
were  making  a  detour  to  aniTOund  tbe  fort,  I  sent  up  the  iron-clads  to  try  the 
range  of  their  guns,  and  afterwards  sent  up  the  Rattler.  Lieutenant  Comman- 
der Watson  Smith,  to  clear  out  the  rifle-pitB  and  tbe  men  behind  an  extensive 
breastwork  in  front  of  our  troop?.  The  Black  Hawk  also  opened  on  them  with 
her  rifled  guns,  and,  after  a  few  fin^s,  the  enemy  left  the  works,  and  our  troops 
marched  in.  At  2  o'clock  General  MeClcrnaud  told  me  tbe  troops  would  be 
in  position  to  assault  tbe  main  fort,  a  very  formidable  work,  and  I  bold  all  the 
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vesBels  in  readincBS  to  attack  wben  the  troops  were  in  poaition.  At  5.30  p.  m. 
General  McClemiind  seat  me  a  mee^agc,  etatiug  that  every thiug  was  ready,  and 
the  Louisville,  Baron  DeKalb,  anil  Cincinnati  advanced  to  within  400  yuie  of 
the  fort,  which  then  opened  tire  from  three  heavy  guns,  and  eight  rifled  gose, 
and  with  musketry. 

The  superiority  of  our  fire  was  soon  manifest ;  the  batteries  were  silenced, 
and  we  ceased  firinc,  bnt  no  assault  took  place  ;  and  it  being  too  dark  to  do  any- 
thing, all  the  veifseTs  dropped  down,  and  tied  up  to  the  bank  for  the  night. 

The  Baron  DeKalb,  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  i  LouisviUe,  Lieutenanl 
Commander  Owen  ;  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bache,  led  the 
attack,  and  when  hotly  engaged,  I  brought  up  the  light-draught  veesel?,  the 
Lexington  and  the  Black  Hawk,  to  throw  in  shrapnel!  and  rifle  ehell.  This  fire 
was  very  destructive,  killing  nearly  all  the  artillery  horses  in  and  about  the  fort 

When  the  battery  was  pretty  well  silenced,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Commander 
Smith  to  paas  the  fort  in  the  light-draught  iron-clad  Rattler  and  enfilade  it, 
which  he  did  in  a  very  gallant  and  bandaome  manner,  but  sufiV'red  a  good  deal 
in  his  hull  in  doing  so.  All  his  cabin  worke  were  knocked  to  pieces,  and  ■ 
heavy  shell  raked  bim  from  stem  to  Ptern  in  the  hull.  Strange  to  say,  two 
heavy  shell  struck  his  iron  plating  (^-inch)  on  the  bow,  and  never  injured  it. 
He  got  past  tlie  fort,  but  became  entangled  among  the  snoga  placed  in  the  river 
to  impede  our  progress,  and  had  to  return. 

In  this  evening  attack  the  vessels  of  all  the  commanders  were  well  handled, 
particularly  the  iron-clads.  It  was  close  quarters  all  the  time,  and  not  a  gun 
was  fired  from  our  side  until  the  gunboats  were  within  400  yards  of  the  fort 
The  condition  of  the  fort  attests  the  accuracy  of  fire,  and  the  persons  inside  give 
the  Baron  DeKalb,  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  the  credit  of  doing  the  moit 
execution. 

I  was  informed  again  this  morning,  by  General  McClemand,  that  the  army 
waa  "waiting  i'or  the  navy  to  attack,  when  they  would  assault  the  works."  I 
ordered  up  the  iron-clads,  with  directions  for  the  Lexington  to  join  in  when  the 
former  became  hotly  engaged,  and  for  the  frailer  vessels  to  haul  up  in  the  smoke, 
and  do  the  best  they  could.  The  Rattler,  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith,  and 
the  Glide,  Lieutenant  Commander  Woodworth,  did  good  execution  with  their 
shrupnell,  and  when  an  opportunity  occurred  I  made  them  push  through  by  the 
fort  again  (also  the  ram  Monarch,  Colonel  Charles  Ellct,)  and  they  proceeded 
rapidly  up  the  river  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by  the  only  way  he  bad  to 

St  off.  By  this  time  all  the  gnus  in  the  fort  were  completely  silenced  by  the 
luisville,  Lieutenant  Commnnder  K.  K.  Owen ;  Baron  de  Kalb,  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  G.  Walker,  and  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commanding  G.  U. 
Bache  ;  and  I  ordered  the  Black  Hawk  up  for  the  purpose  of  hoarding  it  in  front. 
Being  unmanageable,  she  had  to  be  kept  np  the  narrow  stream,  and  I  took  in  * 
regiment  from  the  opposite  side  to  try  and  take  it  by  a.s^ault.  As  I  rounded  to 
do  so,  and  the  gunboats  commenced  hnng  rapidly,  knocking  everything  to 
pieces,  tlie  enemy  held  out  a  white  fing,  and  I  ordered  the  firing  to  cease.  The 
army  then  outered_and  took  possession.  Colonel  Dunnington,  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  sent  for  me,  and  surrendered  to  me  in  p  'rson.  General  Churchill, 
of  the  rebel  array,  surrendered  to  the  military  commander.  Our  army  h»d 
almost  surrounded  the  fort,  and  were  preparing  to  assault,  and  would  no  doabi 
have  carried  it  with  ease.  They  enfiladed  it  with  rifle  field-pieces,  which  did 
mneh  damage  to  the  houses  and  light  work,  leaving  their  marks  in  all  directions. 

I  do  not  know  yet  what  were  the  operations  on  the  land  side.  I  was  loo 
much  interested  in  my  own  affairs,  and  in  placing  the  vessels  as  circumstances 
required. 

In  all  this  affair  there  was  the  greatest  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  officers  com- 
manding to  carry  out  my  orders,  and  not  a  mistake  of  any  kind  occurred.  No 
fort  ever  received  a  worse  battering,  and  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  those 
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engaged  is  to  repeat  wliat  the  rebels  said :  "  You  can't  expect  men  to  stand  np 
sgaiost  the  fire  of  those  ^nboata." 

A  large  numher  of  persona  were  captured  in  the  fort — I  don't  know  how 
man^,  and  at  sundown  the  anny  were  hurrying  iu  the  cavalry  and  artilleir. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  report  of  the  commandiug  officers,  and  a  list  of  killed 
aad  wimnded,  and  will  take  another  occasion  to  mentiou  to  the  department  the 
namefl  of  those  officers  who  have  distineuishcd  themselves  parti cnlarly,  though 
it  is  bsrd  to  discriminate  when  all  did  their  duty  so  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcBpectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  JdunsMippi  Squadron. 
Hou.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  Watiinglon,  D.  C, 


RtfOil  r^  LituunoHt  Oammtndir  E  K.  Oma,  eammmims  UnHtd  Slaitt  titatmr  iMiitmllt 

Umtbd  States  Missismppi  Squadron, 
U.  S.  S.  Louirville,  of  Arkttnaat  PoH,  Ark.,  January  U.  1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  houor'to  transmit  the  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  this  vcaael,  of  the  damages  austained  from  the  enemy'a  gnna,  and  the 
amount  of  ammunition  eipendca  during  the  cngagemenls  of  yesterday  and  to- 
day wiili  the  enemy'a  batteriea  at  Arkansas  Post. 

The  damages  sustained  in  the  hull,  aa  shown  by  the  carpenter's  report,  tbongb 
serious,  have  not  in  the  least  un6tted  her  for  duty.  I  can  only  add  that  every 
officer  and  man  did  hih  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 

E.  K.  OWEN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S.  N. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mitiittippi  Squadron. 


Stporl  q/  Atlmg  Auulant  Smyton  W  I/.  Ihffnan  (^  ecmailia  en  thi  LouuviUt. 
United  States  Mfssissippi  Sqvauron, 

A'iansat  River,  Ark.,  January  11,  1863, 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  Met  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  United 
States  gnnboat  Louisville: 

Frederick  II.  Gilhardy,  seaman,  wounded  in  head,  mortally;  Adam  Brad- 
shaw,  seaman,  wounded  in  thorax,  mortally ;  James  Mulherrin,  seaman,  wounded 
in  thighs,  severely ;  Jim  Sullivan,  senman,  contusion  of  thorax  and  abdomen; 
Thomas  Spencer,  seaman,  wounded  in  elbow,  slightly;  Thomas  Jackson,  sea- 
man, wounded  in  leg,  slightly ;  Albert  Mowry,  seaman,  wounded  in  knee, 
slightly;  James  B lai»d ale, fenman. wounded  in  hand,  slightly;  George  Holm^, 
seaman,  contusion  of  shoulder,  eliglitly ;  J.  T.  Blatchford,  ensign,  wounded  in 
leg,  severely;  Walter  Williams,  seaman,  killed. 

WM.  D.  HOFFMAN, 


Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mittiuipjn  Squadro 


Acting  Auittant  Surgeon. 
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B^mt  qf  Lieulmanl  Oammajider  J.  W.  Shirt,  tommandia^  UniUi  Simla  Urntr  LaimgUL. 

U.  S.  1IIt98i68iPPi  Squadrok,  U.  S.  Gunboat  Lbxikoto:«, 

Of  Pott  of  ArkoMta*.  Ark.,  Januari/  11,  1S63. 
Sir  :  I  liave  tbe  bonor  to  report  that  tliiTc  were  expended  on  board  this  ship, 
during  the  uttack  upon  tliis  fort  by  tlie  t'nrece  under  your  commaud,  on  ihe 
night  of  the  lOth  instant,  fourl ecu  (14)  Parrott  ehella  and  two  (2)  8-iiicbsbdlf; 
and  during  the  final  and  victorious  assault  of  to-day,  forty-nine  (49)  8-incb  shilk 
and  foriy  (40)  Parrott  sliells. 

I  am  bappy  to  report  no  coeualties.     The  wood  work  of  the  gbip  and  two  of 
our  boats  are  somewhat  damaged. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

Liaitemant  Commandtr. 
Acting  Rcar-Admiral  David  D.  Portkr, 

Commanding  Mittiuij>pi  Squadron. 


,  commnuftn;  lU   Uniltd  StaltM  lUama  Btrm 
■lb. 

V.  S.  UlSSISSIPFI  SttttADRON,  U.  S.  GuNBOAT  BaHON  De  KaLB, 

ArkanMO*  Pott,  January  13.  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  altack  oa  this  place,  on  the  eren- 
ing  of  tbe  lOih,  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times,  but  laet  with  no  serioM 
injury  to  vessel  or  crew. 

In  the  attack  on  the  1 1th,  one  of  the  lO-inch  guns  was  straek  in  the  mnzilr. 
and  both  gun  and  carriage  destroyed  ;  one  32-pounder  carriage  struck  and 
destroyed ;  one  of  the  iron  jdntes  on  forward  casemate  badly  broken  by  slioi : 
the  wood  work  about  two  of  the  porls  badly  torn  by  shot,  and  one  lowt-r  dirck 
beam  cut  otF  by  a  plunging  shot  through  the  deck.  The  other  injuries,  although 
considerable,  can  be  repaired  on  board  in  a  few  days.  I  lost  two  men  killrd 
and  fifteen  wounded ;  two  probably  mortally,  and  several  seriously. 

Before  going  into  action,  I  covered  the  bow  sides  and  pilot-house  with  sln^b. 
which,  I  ihink,  was  of  much  assistance  in  turning  the  shot,  as  the  vessel  »af 
repeatedly  struck  by  8  and  9-ineh  shot,  at  very  short  range,  and  the  iron  wa.- 
iu  no  case  penetrated.     The  loss  was  from  shot  and  shell  entering  the  ports. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  coolnetis.  tnd 
the  practice  with  the  guns  was  excellent.     I  expended  forty-two  10-iuch  shillj. 
nine  10-inch  shrapncll,  seventy  7-inch  shells,  and  tbirty-Bcvcn  32-pounder  Par- 
rott shells.     Enclosed  I  send  the  surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   G.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant  Commiinder,  Untied  Slaitt  Xary. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mi*»i*tippi  Squadron. 


Report  cf  ^rlimf  AuiilamI  Surgton  John   Wiit  of  eatuaUm  on  thi  Bamn  Dt  Ka& 

The  surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  Slates  pa- 
boat  Baron  De  Kalb  in  the  attack  on  Arkansas  Post,  January  11,  1S63.  i^  *i 
follows : 

Killed. — John  Ryan,  landsman,  and  Tlieo.  Bender,  third-class  bov. 

Wounded. — Peter  Colton,  cockswain ,  penetrating  wound  in  throat,  also  wooo  iJt<3 
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in  tbiffh  and  wrist,  (probably  fat&l;)  Alfred  H.  Boyle,  yeoman,  contneion  of 
shoaldcr  and  back  (not  dangeroua ; )  Seamen  Ororge  Smith,  fracture  of  Bknil, 
(probably  fatal;)  Jotepb  Eader,  compound  fracture  of  leg  below  knee,  (may 
loee  tbe  lee;)  Jolin  Farren,  compound  fracture  of  Bkull  and  eitenaiTe  laceration 
of  scalp !  William  Smith,  penetrating  wound  tliroogh  left  shoulder  blade ;  M. 
C.  Doaobs,  serere  injury  »f  foot  and  ankle  joints  by  oenetration  of  Bhell,  (very 
serioos  cases  ;)  William  Smiley,  laceration  of  scalp  and  face  i  Joseph  H.  Mallow, 
laceration  of  scalp  and  face;  Odcar  Jordon,  small  piece  of  shell  in  poplical  space 
of  thigh;  Antonio  Delloroa,  contusion  of  leR:  arm  from  splint;  Geurge  Fates, 
penetrating  wound  of  left  leg  from  pieces  of  shell ;  William  Kelly,  contusion 
of  back ;  I'ierre  Leon,  splinters  in  face ;  John  Glenn,  contused  wound  in  side, 
(none  of  which  are  dangerone.) 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WISE, 
Acting  AuitttuU  Surgeon. 
John  G.  Walker, 

lAeulentait  Commanding, 


Rtpoit  ^  LiMrtiant  Commaniing  Otorgt  M.  Badit,  eommindii^  UhHtd  Slaitt  Mtamtr  Cintiniuti. 

IInitkd  States  Miesiasippi  SauADRO\. 
U.  S.  Gunboat  Ci/t<:inna'i,  aj  Arkamai  Poxt,  July  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ri-port  having  suatained  no  serious  damage  in  tbe 
attack  on  tbe  lOtb.     One  abnil  struck  us  at  the  water-line  forward,  and  a  second 
went  through  the  upper  works. 

We  were  equally  fortunate  during  the  attack  of  yesterday,  although  struck 
nine  times  on  the  bow  casemate,  pilut-bou^e,  and  upper  works. 

This  veHiwl  fired  the  first  gun  at  1.30  p.  m.,  and  in  half  or  three-quarters  of 
an  hoor  the  right  casemate  gun  of  the  fort  (the  one  assigned  us)  was  silenced, 
when  our  fire  was  directed  on  the  left  casemate  and  barbette  gnns,  and  after- 
wards iu  slielliug  the  interior  of  the  fort.  We  engaged  the  fort  at  three  hun- 
dred yards. 

I  have  to  mention  Acting  Ensign  A.  F.  O'Neil,  Acting  Master's  Mute  Henry 
Broby,  and  Acting  Gunner  John  F.  Kiblett,  ibo  olEcers  commanding  the  bow 
guns,  for  coolness  and  skill  in  din-cling  their  fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  MitaitMippi  Squadron. 


ImI  of  op-en  c"plurti  at  Artarvai  Fott. 

Vo  47  1  U.MTED  States  Mis^^issippi  Squadron, 

Arkansm  Rirer,  January  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  a  list  of  officers  belonging  to  tbe  staff  of  Colonel  Dunningtnn* 
late  of  the  navy  and  commander  of  the  post,  who  delivered  their  swords  and 
gurrcudered  to  the  navy.     I  have  sent  tliem  to  Captain  Pennock,  at  Ciuro,  to 
lye  providvd  for,  kc. 
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I  advise  that  these  officers  be  exchanged  at  RichmoDd ;  they  will  ihen  nol 
return  to  this  river. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  aervant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-AdmiraL  Cota'dg  Miuiaijrpi  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  A'acy,  Wathinglon,  D.  C. 


Lai  qf  offetT*  Monjniij)  la  At  ConftAnltSlata  naiy  taplurrd  at  Arkantai  fntf  Jamian/U.  I8E3. 

John  W.  Dunnington,  colonel  commanding  third  brigade,  and  first  lientenaot 
Confederate  States  navy,  commanding  naval  forces;  Joseph  Preble,  acting 
master  CoDfedemte  States  navy;  Frank  Ranger,  acting  master  Confederate 
States  navy;  F.iM.  Ito by,  first  lieutenant  and  brigade  ordnance  officer,  aud 
midshipman  'lonfederate  States  navy;  N.  M.  Rend,  BssiMant  surgeon  Confeder- 
ato  Slates  navy;  W.  S.  Campbell,  major  and  (juarter master  third  brigade  and 
captain's  clerk  Confederate  States  navy  ;  Howell  Quigley,  second  assistant  en- 
gineer Confederate  States  uavy ;  Samuel  Sattioan,  third  aeBJstant  engioeer  Con- 
federate States  navy;  Joseph  Nutter,  master'^  mate  Coufederate  States  navy; 
W,  A.  I>ang,  captain's  steward  Uonfederate  States  navy  ;  George  Elliot,  boat- 
swain's mate;  John  McDonald,  boatswain's  mate ;  W.  C-  Fisher,  master-at-arms; 
Charles  Leitig,  quartermaster;  John  R.  Ilassett,  quartermaster;  Michael  Kem- 
mett,  qiiarterm aster ;  John  Shephard,  quartermaster;  P.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  purser's 
steward;  James  Uussey,  sargcou's  steward;  Richard  Scott,  gunner's  mate: 
Oharlcs  Locwcnberg.  ship's  cook;  T.  J.  Jackson,  ward -room  cook;  Chartrs 
Crowley,  seaman;  Charles  Williams,  seaman;  I'utriek  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman; 
Pliny  C(js.  ordinary  seaman;  John  Lee,  ordinary  seaman;  Henry  Peters, 
landsman;  Edward  Walsh,  first-class  fireman;  George  Dehman,  first-class  fire- 
man; John  Fuller,  coal-heaver;  Aleck  Martin,  first-class  boy ;  John  Brown, 
first-class  boy ;  Christopher  Kain,  second-class  boy ;  Michael  Knackley,  second- 
class  boy;  Samuel  H.  Biak,  captain,  acting  general;  A.  M.  Williams,  captain 
of  engineers. 


tt^mrl  qf  Aefing  Rtar- Admiral  Poricr,  eommendalorg  oj  tht  ogieert  mgagtd  in  Iht  artim. 

Unitbd  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Arkantat  Pott,  January  I'J,  1863. 
Sir:  The  general  report  of  an  action  embraces  all  those  engaged  in  it ;  and 
although  on  this  occasion  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  met  my  approbation,  I 
must  give  a  little  more  credit  to  some  than  to  others.  Lieutenant  Commander 
John  G.  Walker  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  with  cool,  calm 
judgment  in  time  of  action,  and  one  on  whom  the  government  can  rely  to  per- 
form any  duty.  He  managed  and  fought  his  vessel  most  beautifully,  and  I 
never  had  to  correct  a  movement  of  his  during  the  action.  I  look  upon  him  u 
one  of  the  most  reliable  officers  in  the  service.  The  rebels  admit  that  thej 
never  saw  such  firing  in  their  lives  aa  came  from  the  10-inch  guns  of  the  Baron 
De  Kalb,  and  I  know  of  no  instance  on  record  where  every  gun  iu  a  fort  wu 
dismounted  or  destroyed.  Lieutenant  Commander  Watson  Smith  is  well  known, 
to  the  department,  and  I  believe  they  appreciate  bis  gallantry  as  an  officer.  He 
performed  on  this  occasion  a  daring  act,  passing  a  strong  fort  under  a  heavy 
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fire  of  cannon  and  mnaketry ;  for  tho  enemj,  having  no  one  at  the  time  to  contend 
with  in  the  rear,  directed  the  fire  of  six  thoneand  innskete  on  onr  vessels. 

Lieateoant  Commanding  George  Iff.  Bache  ia  a  very  young  officer,  but  dis- 
played the  coolness  of  a  veteran.  His  vessel  waa  not  hurt,  nor  did  he  lose  a 
man,  because  he  silenced  so  aoiin  the  gutia  which  I  directed  him  to  fire  on. 

Lientenant  Commander  Eliaa  K.  Owen,  of  the  Lonisville,  managed  his  vessel 
handsomely,  and  did  hia  work  aa  well  aa  tho  others.  He  labored  under  the 
disadvantage  of  having  two  shell  burst  in  his  porta,  killing  and  wounding  eleven 
men,  which  for  a  moment  only  stopped  hie  fire. 

Lientenant  Commander  James  W.  Shirk  brought  np  the  Lexington  in  good 
time,  and  opened  hia  broadside  on  the  fort.  One  of  his  first  guns  destroyed  a 
rifled  piece  which  was  boring  him  pretty  effectually. 

Lientenant  Selim  E.  Woodwortli,  in  the  Glide,  passed  through  with  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Watson  Smith,  and  helped  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels,  thirty  or  forty  only  of  whom  escaped  by  a  ferry,  ten  miles  up  the  river. 
The  ferry  waa  destroyed  by  the  two  officers  above  mentioned,  and  the  rebel 
army  all  fell  into  our  hands. 

Lieutenant  Commander  K.  Randolph  Brceee,  of  the  Black  Hawk,  broueht 
up  his  ship  sufficiently  close  into  action  to  do  much  execution  with  his  rifled 
30-pounders,  and  headed  the  men  in  the  two  attempts  we  made  to  board  the 
fort,  which  was  only  prevented  by  the  parting  of  the  wheel-ropea. 

I  have  endeavored  to  do  full  justice  to  all  the  above-mentioned  officers,  and 
have  not  aai  1  a  word  too  much  in  their  prei?e. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEK, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mi»$uMippi  Squadnm. 

Hon.  GiDBo?j  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  \Vaihi?igtoii,  D.  C. 


Sttlchtt  of  Fori  Hiudma*  and  oftkt  eastmettM  dttirotftd. 

Umtbu  States  Mississippi  Suuadko\, 

January  17,  1863. 
Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  encloae  a  chart  and  sketches  of  Fort  Hindman, 
Poet  of  Arkanaas,  showing  the  position  and  destructive  fire  of  the  iron-clads 
Louisville,  Baron  Do  Kalb,  and  Cincinnati. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting-Rear  Admiral,  Com'dg  Mi»*i**ippi  Squadntn. 

IIOD.  GiDBON  WBLLBS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaMhinglcit,  D.  C. 
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United  States  Hississiffi  Sqdadbon, 

Arkantat  Riper,  January  16,  1863. 

Sib  :  On  the  morniiig  of  the  13th  inatsiit,  after  tahing  Fort  Hindnutn,  I  xnt 
the  gaaboKts  Baron  De  Kalb  and  Uinciiinati,  under  the  command  of  LJentenAiit 
Commander  John  6.  Walker,  to  St.  GharleB,  on  the  White  rirer,  to  captoie 
the  fort  and  eans  there,.  General  Gormaa  moving  up  at  the  BSine  time  with 
transports  ana  troopa.  They  reached  St.  Charles  on  the  14th,  and  fonnd  tbe 
rebclB  had  evacoated,  leaving  their  defencea  nnfiaiebed.  The  enemy  sor- 
ceeded  in  carrying  off  two  8-inch  guns  in  the  Sine  Wing,  an  army  transport  the 
gaeritlas  captured  a  short  time  since. 

I  have  sent  two  light-draught  steamere  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker, 
with  instructions  to  pnrsue  the  Blue  Wing  as  long  as  he  can  hear  of  her,  and 
get  the  guns  if  it  is  possible.  This  escape  would  not  have  tak^i  place  had  «b 
attack  been  made  on  both  places  at  the  same  time,  which  should  have  bc«n 
done.  About  such  matters,  however,  I  have  no  control  at  present,  but  hope  to 
have  hereafter. 

I  presume  we  will  now  move  down  the  Missiasippi  to  carry  out  what  I  coo- 
ceive  to  have  been  the  plans  for  which  this  army  was  organized,  viz  ;  th«  cq^ 
ture  of  Vickahnrg. 

It  is  rather  a  waste  of  time  stopping  here  after  the  defences  are  destroyed. 

We  cannot  go  any  higher  (until  April)  up  this  river,  nor  can  anything  of 
any  draught  get  down.  The  Pontchartiain,  a  rebel  ram,  is  np  at  Uttle  Bock, 
but  preparations  have  been  made  to  destroy  her.  I  presume  by  this  time  she 
has  shared  the  fate  of  other  rebel  rams.  She  draws  eleven  feet,  and  cannot 
possibly  get  down ;  besides,  she  has  no  guns,  ber  battery  having  been  destroyed 
at  Fort  Hindman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,    Com'dg  Miititippi  S^uadrom. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon,  D.  C. 


lUpoH  •/  LitattuatU  Commarndtr  Jekw  Q.  Walker. 

United  States  Strambb  Babon  Db  Kalb, 

St.  Charlet,  Arkantat,  January  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yonr  order  of  the  12tli, 

I  left  Arkansas  Post  on  that  day,  with  the  Cincinnati  and  this  vessel,  and  met 

General  Gorman  with  his    command  the  next  morning  at  Prairie  landinc,  m 

White  river.     Having  a  transport  to  tow  each  of  tbe  gunboats,  I  reached  t)ii» 

Eoint  at  11  a.  m.  to-day,  and  found  it  evacuated.  From  information  receivvd 
ere,  it  appears  that  the  small  body  of  troops  stationed  here  left  on  the  eveaiup 
of  the  12th  on  board  the  Blue  Wing,  taking  two  8-inch  guna  and  a  field  batteiT 
with  them,  and  went  up  tbe  river. 

They  left  one  casemate  unfinbbed  and  an  extensive  range  of  rifle-pita. 
General  Gorman  has  asked  that  one  of  the  vessels  shall  go  np  the  river  with 
a  part  of  his  force,  and  the  other  remun  at  this  place. 
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I  hare  ordered  l&e  GiDcitmati  to  lemain  here,  and  stall  go  np  the  rirer  myself 
this  afternoon. 

Very  reapeetfally,  yoor  obedient  aerrant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER. 
Lieutenant  Chmmander,  United  Slatet  Navy. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mistiftippi  Squadron. 


Burning  of  the  tUamert  Jacob  Miutbrainand  Grampui. — Retaliatory/ meatmret. 

UMTsn  States  Mississippi  SauAORoif, 

JaHuary  18,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  endoae  a  commnnication  from  Lieatenant  Com- 
nuinder  Joahua  Bishop  in  relation  to  inrefltigationB  made  about  the  burning  of 
the  steamerv  Jacob  MuBBbrain  and  QrampuH  alKtve  Uemphie. 

I  have  tb«  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiirippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihington,  D.  C. 


B^art  ^  LiaOaumt  Commmdir  Jailau  Bahup,  mmmandiiig  Uinltd  Slaiti  Uaanur  Oaural  Bragj.. 

United  Statks  Steamer  General  Braqo, 

Memphit,  January  13,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  reepectfiilly  report  that  I  went  on  board  the  light-draught  gunboat 
Linden,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  to  visit  the  place  where  the  Jacob  Mom- 
broin  aad.  Grampus  were  homed.  The  Linden  had  on  board  the  part  of  the 
S9tli  regiment  of  Indiana  volunteera  under  the  commaud  of  Major  Cabborly. 
Proceeded  up  the  river,  passing  by  way  of  Mound  City,  (where  the  steamer 
CirampoB  was  burned;]  anchored  near  Bradley's  landing,  (where  the  Jacob- 
Uneebrun  was  bnmed.)  About  10  p.  m.  a  steamer  passed  down,  and  when  a 
'hort  distance  below  na  a  signal-light  was  shown  on  the  bank ;  the  steamer  blew 
her  whistle  and  made  a  landing.  Perceiving  that  she  was  landing,  I  hailed 
her  with  the  e team- whistle,  which  she  did  not  notice.  G<it  under  way,  and  the 
resael  which  had  left  the  bank  sotmded  the  whistle  and  fired  a  gim.  After 
chasing  the  vessel  some  distance,  brought  her  to  and  boarded  her — the  steamer 
(.'hippeway  Valley  ;  finding  nothing  wrong,  permitted  her  to  proceed  on  down 
the  river. 

Steamed  Iwck  to  Bradley's  landing  and  anchored.  At  7  a.  m.  got  under 
way  and  landed  at  Biadler's  landing  to  communicate.  Ascertained  that  there 
was  qnite  a  force  of  gaerillas  in  the  neighborhood ;  that  they  intended  destroy- 
ing steamers ;  that  their  rendezvous  was  at  Mound  City,  Marion,  and  Hopefield  ;. 
:hst  a  man  named  Cheek  was  instrumental  in  burning  the  steamers.  At  9  a.m.. 
'eft  Bradley's  landing  and  proceeded  to  Mound  City — firing  shells  at  intervals 
nto  the  woods,  as  it  was  supposed  there  were  guerillas  thereabouts.  At  10 
I.  m.  lauded  at  Mound  City  and  disembarked  the  troops ;  the  infantry  made 
iriaoneia  of  several  citizens  who  had  been  harboring  guerillas  j  set  fire  to  and 
inmed  several  unoccupied  houses  belonging  to  Mr.  Cheek  and  others,  as  there 
ras  evidence  that  they  had  been  lately  occupied. 
The  infantry  proceeded  by  land  to  Hopefield,  searching  houses  fQ^fl^^^(^)A^(j 
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2  p.  m.  landed  at  Hopefield  and  embarked  the  troopa.     Steamed  down  to  Fdrt 
Pickering  and  disemoarked  the  troops. 

The  pickets  exchanged  shots  with  some  monuted  men,  and  a  number  of  ehot- 
gnna,  rifles,  and  rerolverB,  &c.,  were  captured. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  BISHOP, 

LAeutenamt  Comwumder, 
Lieut.  Com'dr  Thomas  0,  Sklpkidub,  U.  8.  N., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Conettoga,  Senior  Officer,  MempAia,  Tenm. 


Acting  Rtar-Admiral  Forter't  retort  ^  ta^ditum  up  the   WkiU  river. 

Unitbd  States  Mississipm  Sqdadson, 

Jtumary  20,  1863. 
SrR :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  naval  expedition  op  White 
river,  andcr  the  command  of  Lientenant  Commander  John  G.  Walker,  waa  nic- 
cesB^l  in  accnmpliahing  the  duty  on  vhicb  it  was  sent.  Lieutenant  Commandt-r 
Walker  pushed  on  to  Uavall's  Bltiff  in  the  Boron  de  Kalb,  and  reached  th«^ 
just  as  the  two  8-iiich  guns  were  beii^  placed  on  tbe  cars  for  Little  Rock.  He 
landed  his  men  and  to^  posseBsion  of  all  rebel  property ;  the  rebels  fled.  The 
capture  of  these  guns  makes  it  very  difficult  fur  the  rebels  to  defend  the  ap- 
proaches to  Little  Rock,  and  tbe  State  of  Arkansas  is  completely  in  our  power. 
When  all  the  ligbt-draught  gunboats  join  me  I  wiU  see  that  the  river  ia  kepi 
lUnder  surveillance.  *  •  *  •  »  •  • 

I  sent  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  three  swift,  light-draught  vessels  as 
soon  as  I  could,  aod  with  these  and  the  Baron  De  Kalb  he  is  pursuing  tbe 
lBIuo  Wing,  and  any  other  eteomera  that  are  there. 

The  Cincinnati  remains  at  St.  Charles  to  guard  the  river  thereabouts.  The 
Baron  De  Kalb  has  already  ascended  the  White  river  over  three  hundred  and 
fifty  miles. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker's  report. 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  the  property  that  was  on  board  the  Blue  VHog 
when  she  fell  iuto  the  enemy's  hands  is  in  our  possession,  excepting  the  mail^. 
Jt  only  remains  to  take  her,  or  have  them  destroy  her.    I  enclose  a  list  of 
ipriaoners  captured  and  paroled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Alittiuipjii  Synadrom. 
Son.  QlDEON  Wbllbs, 

.Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wmkington  City,  D.  C. 


Liemltnant  CamBtamder  WaUur't  Ttp»Tt. 

United  Statbs  Gunboat  Baron  De  Kalb, 

OuvaU'i  Bluff,  WhiU  Ricer,  January  16, 1S6^ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place.     Leaving  the  ttan^ 
ports  at  Arkapola,  four  miles  below,  I  cleared  for  action  and  steamed  up,  airnriu|: 
at  about  3  p.  m.     Meeting  with  no  resistance,  I  made  fast  to  the  bank,  and  lavi- 
ing  a  party  took  possession  of  all  the  public  property. 

I  found  two  fine  6-inch  guns  and  carriages,  about  two  hundred  ilukl  at  araw. 
with  accoutrements,  and  three  platform  cars,  (    (1l1ol(' 
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The  gans  were  apon  ikida,  and  were  being  parbuckled  npoti  tbe  cars,  wben 
the  reb^  took  tbe  alarm  and  fled.  The  anpper  for  the  aoldieTS  was  cooking 
when  I  arrived,  and  tbey  left  blankets  and  traps  of  all  kinds  behind.  I  took 
seTen  piisoneni,  and  ttom  tbem  and  tbe  negroes  learned  that  tbe  troops  engaged 
in  loa£ng  tbe  cars  ran  about  fifteen  minutes  before  I  airived,  and  at  tbe  same 
time  the  steamer  Blue  Wing  went  up  tbe  river.  The  guns  and  carriages  are  in 
good  order,  and  many  of  tlw  small-arms  are  new  Emfidd  rifles. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Genual  Gorman's  troops  I  drew  oB  my  men,  and  tiuroed 
over  to  the  army. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reepectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  Q.  WALKER, 

LinUeMuMt  Commander. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Fortbr, 

Com'dg  United  States  Mutittippi  Sgnadrom, 


Rendu  of  the  White  River  Exfeditioit. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Mi88is8ipn  Squadron, 

JiMMory  26,  1863. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  John 
G.  Walker,  in  relation  to  tbe  winding  up  of  the  White  river  expedition,  which 
was  as  succeBsfal  as  could  be  desired,  with  the  exception  of  tbe  recapture  of  the 
Blue  Wing.  The  troops  wilt  not  move  without  a  gunboat,  and  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Walker  bad  to  return  with  them,  much  to  bis  and  my  disappointment 
Every  guo  of  any  importance  has  now  been  captured  or  destroyed  in  Arkan- 
sas; thirteen  (13)  fort  guns  taken  by  the  navy  in  the  dnfencee  or  in  transit, 
and  eighteen  (18)  field-pieces  by  Uie  army,  which  cut  tbe  guns  off  at  Fort 
Hindman,  in  all  thirty-one  (31)  guns  and  a  large  amount  of  stores  and  ammuni- 
tion. All  our  vessels  were  much  broken  in  ascending  and  descending  the  narrow 
rivers,  (Arkansas  and  White,)  but  all  hands  are  atwoi^  repturing  damages,  and 
are  now  ready  to  go  at  anything  when  all  the  army  arrives  here,  and  pronounce 
themselves  KoAy  for  action. 

Lieatenant  Commander  Walker  performed  the  dnty  I  sent  bim  on  much  to 
my  satisfaction,  and  deserves  all  the  credit  for  the  capture  of  guns,  other  rebel 
property,  and  prisoners. 

The  army  is  still  landing,  I  cannot  see,  tbougb,  what  can  possibly  be  done 
by  the  entire  army  landing  on  tbe  neck  of  land  opposite  Vieksbuig.  They 
have  no  siege  gnus,  except  four,  with  which  I  supplied  tbem;  and  a  sudden  rise 
of  water,  overflowing  the  levee,  will  drown  them  all  out,  and  destroy  mncb  gov- 
etnroent  property. 

The  naval  vessels,  however,  are  busily  employed,  doing  all  they  can  to  cover 
tbe  troops,  convoy  tbem  up  and  down  the  river,  and  guard  those  points  &om 
whiofa  guerillas  fire  on  the  boats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiuippi  Squadron. 

Hon,  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Bftirt  </  LmtOMia  Cmmmd»  Jofai  Q.  WaUur. 

United  States  Ovnboat  BaBon  Db  Ealb, 

MUtiuippi  River,  Januartf  22,  18G3. 
SiB:  Od  the  IBth  I  received  tout  letter,  directiDg  me,  if  GeDerml  Gonou 
woald  famieh  a.  detAchment  of  troopB,  to  posli  np  White  iiTer,  and  eodeaTor  to 
capture  or  destroy  the  Bine  Wing  and  other  Hleuners.  Gen««l  Gorman  pjt 
me  the  troope,  and  I  was  about  starting,  when  orders  from  Qenerale  GnrtiB  ind 
Grant  obliged  him  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  rirer,  and  prevented  the  u- 

E edition.  I  therefore  followed  the  traneports  down  the  river.  Before  leariiig 
larall's  Blnff  the  depot  bailding  and  cars  were  set  on  fire  hj  the  troops.  Tbt 
wood  of  which  the  depot  was  bnilt  was  green  cypress,  and  covered  with  shot. 
Seeing  that  bat  little  damage  was  likely  to  be  done  by  the  fire,  I  sent  an  officer 
and  boat's  crew,  who  cnt  away  the  upright  timbers,  and  bending  a  line  to  the 
bailding,  palled  it  down  and  bnmed  it.  At  the  same  time  the  chief  engineet, 
with  a  party  of  men  with  sledges,  broke  the  car  wheels  and  jonmala  to  piecti, 
utterly  nuaing  them.     The  cars  were  also  burned. 

On  my  way  down  I  remained  at  Clarendon  until  the  cavaliy  force  then  started 
for  Helena.  At  8t  Charles  I  assisted  an  officer  of  General  Hovey's  staff  to 
blow  up  the  magazine,  using  the  powder  I  captoied  at  Des  Ar«.  The  iron  gun- 
slides  I  threw  upon  the  burning  timber  of  the  casemates.  I  believe  evetTthing 
of  noe  to  the  enemy  at  St.  Chaoses  that  could  be  destroyed  was  destroyed  by 
tha  armv  or  ourselves. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKEB. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  XJnited  Stata  Navy. 
Acting  Bear-Admbal  David  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  Miuitiippi  Squadron. 


AddUianol  raporl  ^  Atling  Rtmr-Admirai  Porttr, 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadbon, 

Janiuiry  28,  1663. 


Sib  ;  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  roports  to  yon  that  tt^e  army  had  c^itmed 
lightee.n  field-pieces  at  Arkansas  Post  on  the  field.  Only  seventeen  guns  weie 
captured  in  oil,  six  besides  the  guns  in  the  fort,  captured  by  the  navy.    I  wai 


nusinfonned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiuippi  Sjnadron. 
Hon.  GiDBOH  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


EispeditioH  up  the  Cumberland  River. 

Office  of  Mississippi  SacADSOit, 

Cairo,  Ulinoii,  January  31, 1S63. 
'Stb:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander S.  L.  Phelps,  whom  I  sent  np  the  Gumberlaud  river,  in  the  United 
States  gunboat  Lexington,  on  special  doty,  to  examine  the  coDditkn  of  that 
river,  and  report  its  requirements  to  me.  ^~>  ■ 
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The  Lexuigton  will  be  ient  up  the  river  afain  to-niglit,  and  will  be  placed 
under  the  commsnd  of  Lientenant  Commander  Le  Roy  Fitcb  temponrily.  That 
vesBel  had  been  ordered  by  Acting  Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  to  retam  to  the 
fleet  in  the  Lower  MiasiaBippi  &a  eooa  m  she  had  conveyed  the  prisoners  cap- 
tnied  at  the  Post  of  Arkansas  to  this  place,  and  had  received  some  necessary 
repairs  here;  bnt  deeming  that  the  emergency  of  the  coee  woald  excuse  my  ao- 
tioD,  and  that  the  tet^tams  firom  the  department  and  General  Bosecrans  wonld 
warrant  it,  and  knowing  that  much  time  most  elapse  before  I  could  commnni- 
cate  with  the  acting  rear-admiral,  and  receive  an  answer,  I  sent  her,  together 
with  the  Silver  Lake,  up  the  Cumberland. 

1  shall  endeavor,  in  every  way  in  my  power,  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  and 
I  Inist  that  I  shall  be  able  to  cany  out  the  directions  of  the  department  and 
acting  rear-admiral  in  regard  thereto  in  every  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Fleet- Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Btfort  a/"  Ltntfnmd  Commundtr  Pkttpt. 

Office  of  Uissrssippi  Sqcadbon, 

Oairo,  lUinois,  January  30,  1863. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  up  the  Cumberland  river  with 
the  gunboat  Lexington  to  Nashville,  Tannessee,  and  returned  to  this  place  last 
night.  Meeting  with  a  transport  that  had  been  fired  npon  by  artillery,  twen^ 
miles  above  Ciarkavillet  I  at  once  went  to  that  point,  and  landing,  burned  a 
(torehonse  used  by  the  rebels  aa  a  resort  and  cover.  On  leaving  there  to  de- 
tcend  to  ClarksvUle,  where  I  had  paaaed  a  fleet  of  thirty-one  steamers,  with 
DDmerona  bargee  in  tow,  convoyed  by  three  light-dranght  gunboats,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Fitch,  the  Lexing^n  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
two  Parrott  guns,  and  struck  three  times,  but  the  rebels  were  quickly  dislodged 


I  tluni  returned  to  Clarksville,  and,  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  already  made 
by  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch,  left  that  place  at  midnight,  with  the  whole 
fleet  of  boata,  and  reached  Nashville  the  following  night  without  ao  much  as  a 
musket-shot  having  been  fired  npon  a  single  vessel  of  the  fleet.  Doubtless  the 
lesson  of  the  previous  day  had  effected  this  result, 

From  the  best  information  to  be  hod  it  appears  that  the  rebels  had  a  num- 
ber of  gnns,  with  a  considerable  covering  force,  extending  along  Ilarpeth  ehoals, 
a  distance  of  some  eight  or  ten  miles.  Thia  force  can  readily  operate  npon  both 
the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  rivers.  Beeidea  these  guns,  the  enemy  also  has 
several  pieces  about  Savannah,  on  the  Tenncseee.  No  sleiuner  should  be  per- 
mitted to  ran  OD  either  river,  above  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson,  without  the 
convoy  of  a  gnnboat  Lieutenant  Commander  tHtch  has  not,  at  present,  aa 
adequate  force  to  protect  government  transports  upon  the  two  BtrEums,  and  I 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  him  the  Lexington.  Her  heavy  guns 
have  great  effect  with  the  rebels,  and  while  they  will  fire  upon  vessels  immedi- 
ately under  the  howitzers  of  the  light-dranght  gunboats,  they  will  not  show 
themselves  where  the  heavier  gnuboats  are.    I  have  no  doubt,  with  the  aid  of 
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the  Lexin^D,  Oaptain  Fitcli  will  be  able  eflectnallj  to  protect  all  the  goTem- 
ment  vmbbIb  in  those  rivera. 

I  ani)  BIT,  reflpectfntlTi  yom  obedient  oenant, 

S.  L,  PHELPS. 
Xjiettemamt  CommanJa. 
Captain  A.  M.  Pbnnock,  V.  S.  N., 

Fleet-Captain  and  Comtnandant  of  Station,  Cairo,  111. 


TtUgram  Jr«m  LieaUumM  Cvmmmniat  L»  B^  FUck. 

[Bj  telegn^h  from  Smhhfleld,  KentDckf ,  1S6S.] 

Unitbd  States  Militart  Tbleoraph, 

Cairo,  January  31.  1863. 
The  Robb  joined  me  yesterday  at  this  place.    Nothing  yerj  serious  up  Tea- 
nesaee  rirer.     Have  sent  the  Bobb  and  St.  Clair  to  Fadnctui  to  bring  np  our 
coal  barge. 

The  small-pox  is  in  that  place.  Hare  another  large  convoy  to  take  to  Nvfa- 
TiUe,  and  one  to  bring  down.  No  danger  of  either  river  being  blockaded  by  tbe 
rebels. 

LE  EOT  FITCH. 

LieuUnant  Cmnmand^r. 
Eleet-CapUin  A.  H.  Pbnnock, 

Commandant  ^  Naval  Station. 


Pattage  of  (he  ViekMburg  hatteriei  hy  the  Queen  of  the  Wett.—Proeeediagi 
below  Vicktbnrg. 

Yazoo  Rivbr,  Fdnnary  2,  1663. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  February  I  gave  the  follow- 
ing order  to  Colonel  Charles  R.  EUet,  of  the  ram  fleet. 

This  order  was  carried  out,  exceplinK  the  destruction  of  the  veseel,  and  we  aie 
now  enabled  to  prevent  anppliee  reachmg  tbe  enemy  at  Vicksborg  and  Port 
Hudson  by  the  MisiisBippi  river. 

Tbe  Queen  of  the  West  passed  tbe  batteries  in  broad  daylight,  instead  of  in 
the  dark,  as  I  intended,  and  received  twelve  shot  and  shell ;  but  as  I  had  ordered 
ber  covered  with  two  thicknesses  of  cotton  bales,  no  damage  was  done  to  tbe 
hnll,  thongh  she  wee  exposed  to  the  fire  of  all  the  batteries  for  fifty  (50)  miaiitH. 
Some  of  the  heaviest  shot  struck  her.  Hy  orders  were  handeoroely  and 
gallantly  carried  out,  and  if  the  Vicksburg  was  not  sunk,  it  was  becaitse  of  ber 
wide  guards  and  great  strength.  I  have  ordered  the  Qaeen  of  the  West  lo 
.  proceed  down  as  low  as  Red  river,  to  capture  and  destroy  all  tbe  rebel  propertv 
abe  may  meet  with.  The  first  favorable  opportunity  I  will  re-enforce  her,  anJ 
if  we  cannot  take  Vicksburg,  tbe  enemy  will  have  to  evacuate  its  other  poiuu 
on  the  river  for  want  of  BnppIieH  and  transportation. 

I  send  Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet's  report.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  tbij 
gallant  and  daring  officer.  The  only  trouble  I  have  ia  to  hold  him  in  and  keep 
him  out  of  danger;  he  will  underlie  anything  I  wish  him  to  without askinx 
questions,  and  these  are  the  kind  of  men  I  like  to  command.  The  «iemy  irta 
over  fifty  (50)  heavy  guns  and  many  field-pieces. 

The  calibre  of  shot  that  struck  the  Queen  of  the  West  was  IOC-pounder  rifle, 
64-poander  solid  and  shell,  50-pounder  shell,  30-ponnder  sliell,  and  3S-pomider 
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imooth-bore.     The  Vicksbni^  is  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  has  her  eteam  pump 
goinK  all  the  time. 

I  faflve  the  honor  to  remain,  veiy  reepectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mutitnppi  Squadron. 


OrAn  to  (Maud  Ella. 

Tazoo  Bitbb,  February  1,  1863. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Qaeen  of  the  West  to  Vicksbtirg,  and  destroy 
the  steamer  Vicksburg,  lying  off  that  place;  after  which,  you  will  proceed  down 
the  river  as  far  as  our  batteries,  below  the  canal,  and  report  to  me.  In  going 
down  you  will  go  along  under  low  speed,  having  steerage-way  enough,  and 
keeping  close  to  the  right-hand  shore  going  down.  Before  yon  start,  it  would 
be  better  to  have  a  large  bed  of  coal  in,  so  that  you  will  not  have  to  put  in  fresh 
coal.  I'he  smoke  mignt  betray  you.  After  you  have  destroyed  tue  steamer, 
go  down  stream,  and  when  clear  of  the  city,  show  three  vertical  lights,  that  our 
batteries  may  not  fire  on  you.  If  you  get  disabled,  drift  down  nndl  abreast  of 
our  batteries,  and  the  small  army  steamer  will  go  to  yonr  assistance.  Have 
every  light  in  your  ship  put  out  before  you  leave  for  Vicksburg,  except  the 
three  lights  to  be  shown  to  our  batteries,  which  must  be  kept  covered  up.  See 
that  no  lights  show  from  the  stem,  as  you  pass  the  town,  enabling  them  to  rake 
you ;  and  adopt  every  means  of  coucealment.  The  best  place  to  strike  tlte 
steamer  is  twenty  feet  forward  of  her  wheel.  After  disabling  her  there,  so  that 
ihe  will  sink,  firo  throng  ber  boilers  and  in  among  her  machinery  as  she  goes 
down. 

It  will  not  be  part  of  yonr  duty  to  save  the  lives  of  those  on  board.  They 
must  look  out  for  themselves,  and  may  think  themselves  lucky  if  they  do  not 
meet  the  same  fate  meted  out  to  the  Harriet  Lane.  Think  of  the  fate  of  that 
vessel  while  performing  your  duty,  and  shout  Harriet  Lane  into  tbe  ears  of  the 
rebels.  If  yon  can  fire  turpentine  balls  from  your  bow  field-pieces  into  tbe  light 
upper  works,  it  will  make  a  fine  finish  to  the  sinking  part. 

Further  orders  for  duty  to  be  performed  below  will  be  given  after  yonr  report. 
Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MtMiitijtpi  Squadron. 

Colonel  Chaa.  R.  £llbt, 

Ram  Queen  of  the  Wetl. 


Unitbd  Statbs  Steam  Ram  Q.vbb<(  op  thu  Wbst, 

Belov)  Viektburg,  February  2,  1863. 

Admibal  :  In  compliance  with  yonr  instructions,  I  started  on  tbe  Queen  of 
the  West,  at  half  past  four  o'clock  this  morntag,  to  pass  the  batteries  at  Vicks- 
burg and  sink  the  rebel  steamer  lying  before  that  city. 

I  discovered  immediately  on  starting  that  the  change  of  the  wheel  from  Its 
former  position  to  the  narrow  space  behind  the  Queen's  bulwark  did  not  permit 
the  boat  to  be  handled  with  sufficient  accuracy.  An  hour  or  more  was  spent  in 
rearranging  the  apparatus,  and  when  we  finally  rounded  tbe  pomt  the  sun  had 
risen,  and  any  advantage  which  would  have  resulted  irom  the  darkness  was 
lost  to  OB.  t^  \ 
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The  rebels  opened  a  heavy  fire  apon  na  as  we  neared  the  dtj,  bat  we  w«re 
only  struck  three  times  before  reaching  the  steamer.  She  was  iTtng  in  neariy 
the  same  position  that  the  Arkansas  occnpied  when  General  Ellet  ran  the  Qwen 
into  her  on  a  former  occasion.  The  same  canses  which  prevented  the  destrnctioB 
of  the  Arkanaas  then,  saved  the  City  of  Vicksbni^  this  morning.  Her  positioD 
was  BQch  that  if  we  had  run  ohiiquely  into  her  as  we  came  down,  the  how  of 
the  Queen  would  inevitably  have  glanced.  We  were  compelled  to  parlitUj 
round  to  in  order  to  strike.  The  censequeiice  was,  that  at  the  very  moment  m 
collision,  the  current,  very  strong  and  rapid  at  this  point,  caught  the  stem  of 
my  boat,  and,  aotmg  on  her  bow  as  a  pivot,  swung  her  round  so  rapidly  thit 
nearly  all  her  momentum  was  lost.  I  had  anticipated  this  result,  and  tborefon 
caused  the  starboard  bow  gnu  to  be  shotted  with  three  of  the  incendiary  pro- 
jectiles recommended  in  your  orders.  As  we  swung  round,  Sci^ant  J.  H. 
Oampbell,  detailed  for  the  purpose,  fired  this  gun.  A  sixty-four  pound  shell 
crashed  through  the  barricade  juat  before  he  reached  the  spot,  but  he  did  not 
hesitate.  The  discharge  took  place  at  exactly  the  right  moment,  and  act  the 
rebel  steamer  in  flames,  which  they  snbaeauently  sncceeded  in  extingubhing. 

At  this  moment  one  of  the  enemy's  ahella  set  the  cotton  near  the  atarbcord 
wheel  on  fire,  while  the  diacharge  of  our  own  gnu  ignited  that  portion  which 
was  on  the  bow.  The  flamea  apread  rapidly,  and  the  denaa  amoke  rolling  into 
the  engine-room  suffocated  the  engineers.  I  saw  that  if  I  attempted  to  run  mio 
the  City  of  Vickaburg  again,  my  boat  would  certainly  be  burnt.  I  ordered  ha 
to  be  headed  down  stream,  and  turned  every  man  to  extinguishing  the  flames. 
After  much  exertion  we  finally  put  the  fire  out  by  cutting  the  burning  bales 
loose.  The  enemy  of  course  weie  not  idle.  We  were  struck  twelve  times,  bat 
though  the  cabin  was  knocked  to  pieces,  no  material  iujury  to  the  boat  or  to  any 
of  those  on  her  was  inflicted. 

About  two  regiments  of  rebel  eharpehooters,  in  rifle-pits,  kept  up  a  eontinnsl 
fire,  bnt  did  no  damage.  The  Queen  was  atrack  twice  in  the  hull,  but  above 
the  water-line.     One  of  our  guna  waa  diamounted  and  ruined. 

I  can  only  apeak  in  the  higheat  terma  of  the  conduct  of  every  man  on  board. 
All  behaved  with  cool,  determined  courage. 
I  remtuu,  very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  RIVERS  ELLET. 
ColoHel,  Commanding  Ram  FUA. 

David  D.  Poktsb. 

ArMng  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MinUnppi  Squadron. 


United  States  Mississippi  StiUADROin, 

Ftbnuiry  2,  1863. 
The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board  the  nun  Queen  of  the  Weet 
while  running  the  batteries  at  Vickaburg  to-day; 

Colonel  Charlea  River*  Ellet,  Captain  E.  W.  Sntheriand,  First  Deutenant 
J.  E.  Tuttle,  Maater  Sima  Edison,  Master  J.  C.  Duncan,  Engineer  Beaben 
TowQsend. 


United  States  Mississippi  SaoADiON, 

Moulk  o/tAe  Yaxoo,  February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  After  the  ram  Qnecn  of  the  West  had  "  reported  progren "  beftw 
Vicksburg,  I  ordered  her  down  the  nrer  to  sink  and  destroy  all  vessels  eke  mt 
with.     Colonel  Ellet  returned  this  morning,  paaeing  the  fort  at  WamBton  ia 
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broad  daylight,  and  was  hit  BeTeral  times.  Se  •destroyed  below  three  large 
■tCAmers  loaded  with  pork,  Bogar,  molasses,  and' army  supplies.  He  captnred 
five  captains  and  two  lieatenants.  A  nambfr  of  rebel  officers  mode  their  escape 
by  jmnpiog  overboard.  Colooel  £llet  came  within  two  hoars  of  catching 
General  Dick  Taylor  with  a  transport  load  of  troops. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  went  ten  miles  up  the  Red  river,  where  there  are 
manj  fine  steamere  that  are  supplying  Fort  Hudson.  They  will  likely  not 
attempt  to  go  out  while  the  ram  is  about  She  is  now  out  of  coal,  and  had  to 
retam  on  that  account.  I  am  going  to  supply  heC)  either  by  drifUng  a  baige 
aronod  at  night  or  by  sending  across  the  land. 

Colonel  Ellet  learns  from  the  prisoners  that  General  Banks  is  seven  miles 
from  Fort  Hudson.  They  had  a  severe  engagement  a  few  days  ago.  The  rebels 
withdrew  and  went  back  to  the  fort,  and  our  troops  went  back  to  their  camp; 
a  "  drawn  battle,"  I  preaume. 

The  ram  took  alt  tne  vessels  by  snrpriee ;  the  people  did  not  dream  of  any- 
thing of  the  kind.     If  we  cannot  take  just  now  the  six  miles  of  river  in  front  of 
Vickshnrg,  we  can  take  anything  that  steams  npon  that  portion  of  the  Missis- 
sippi between  Vicksknrg  and  Port  Hndson. 
Very  respectfidlj, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

Hon.  GiDBON  WSLLBB, 

Secretary  oftAe  Kaoy,  ^atkngtom,  D.  C. 


Arlhr  report  iif  Adav  RtBr-AJmnl  Forltr.  rdatif  le  tit*  Qiuait^a*  Wnt. 
UitiTBD  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  S,  1863. 
Sib:  lam  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Vickabnrg  was  so  badly 
injured  by  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  that  she  has  to  be  kept  afloat  with  laree 
cool  barges  fastened  to  her  side.  Her  machinery  has  been  taken  out,  and  she 
will  likely  be  destroyed.  This  is  the  fifth  steamer  we  have  deprived  the  rebels 
of.  The  Vicksburg  was  the  latest  and  strongest  steamer  on  this  river,  and  I 
think  they  were  preparing  to  use  her  against  our  transports,  being  very  fleet. 
Her  wheel  and  guards  were  all  smashed  in,  and  a  large  hole  knocked  in  her 
tide ;  so  deserters  report. 

Last  night  I  started  a  coal  barge  with  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  coal  in, 
(torn  the  anchorage  up  river,  to  "  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg."  It  bod  ten 
miles  to  go  to  reach  the  Queen  of  the  West,  and  arrived  safely  within  ten 
mtoates  of  the  time  calculated,  not  having  been  seen  by  the  sendnela.  This 
gives  the  ram  nearly  coal  enough  to  last  a  month,  in  which  time  she  can  commit 
great  havoc  if  no  accident  happens  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admirai,  Com'dg  Miuittippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBoN  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WiuMngttm,  D.  C. 


hutmetkmt  t»  0«lmd  ^Id. 

Unitbd  States  Hississipfi  SaoADnoN, 

Ftbntary  8,  1863. 
CoLONBL :  When  yon  have  taken  in  your  coal  yon  will  proceed,  at  nigbtt 
after  dark,  with  the  De  Soto  and  the  coal  barge  down  the  river,  duwmg  no 
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lights.  When  yon  get  near  Bad  river,  wait  nntil  daylight,  above  the  montli ; 
from  there  yon  will  be  able  to  aee  the  smoke  of  any  steamer,  over  the  treca,  u 
■he  corner  down  Bed  river.  When  you  captnre  them  do  not  bum  tbem  nntil 
you  have  broken  all  the  machiaery  ;  then  let  go  the  anchois,  and  let  them  ban 
nuder  your  own  eyes  at  their  anchors.  There  will  be  no  danger  then  of  uf 
part  of  tbem  floating  down  to  the  enemy. 

There  ie  one  vessel,  the  Webb,  that  you  must  look  oot  for.  If  yon  get  tlw 
first  crack  at  her  yon  will  sink  her,  and  if  she  gets  the  fint  cnck  at  you  the 
will  sink  yon.  My  advice  is  to  put  a  few  cotton  bales  over  your  bow  abou 
fifteen  (15)  feet  abaft  the  stem,  and  if  she  atrikes  yon  there,  there  will  be  do 
harm  done.  It  is  likely  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  board  yon  ;  if  there  ii, 
do  not  open  any  doors  or  ports  to  board  in  return,  but  act  on  the  defoisire, 
giving  the  enemy  steam  and  ahell.  Do  not  forget  to  wet  yonr  cotton  befm 
going  into  action.  Do  not  lose  sight  of  the  Dr  Soto,  unless  in  chase,  and  nndct 
<Mrenmstance8  where  it  will  be  perfectly  safe.  When  yonr  coal  is  all  ont  of  ibt 
barge  yon  can  take  the  De  Soto  alongside.  You  can  help  each  other  aiaat. 
Destroy  her  at  once  when  there  is  the  least  chance  of  her  felling  into  the  haDoi 
of  the  enemy.-  She  is  now,  though,  a  government  vessel,  and  should  be  brougbl 
back  if  possible.  Destroy  all  small  boats  you  meet  with  on  the  river ;  al«o 
wharf-boats  and  barges.  If  you  have  a  chance,  and  have  plenty  of  coal,  take 
a  look  at  Port  Hudson,  and  give  them  a  few  rifle  shots,  but  do  not  pass  by. 
Communicate  with  the  squadron  below  by  signal  if  possible.  The  great  otgKt 
m  to  destroy  all  you  can  of  the  enemy's  stores  ana  provisioos,  and  get  you 
vessel  hack  safe.  Pass  all  batteries  at  night.  If  the  canal  is  opened  I  will 
keep  you  supplied  with  coal.  Keep  yonr  pilot-house  well  supptiea  with  hawi 
grenades,  &c.,  in  case  the  enemy  should  get  on  yonr  upper  decko.  Do  not  show 
your  colors  along  the  river,  Hnless  necessary  in  action. 
Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittittippi  Squadrm. 

Colonel  Gharlbs  R.  Ellet, 

Commanding  Mistitiippi  Ram  Fleet. 


EgiarUi^  aland  SBtti/ hit 

U.  S.  Mtssissippi  SdrADSO!!, 
February  6,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  Colonel  Ellet's  reports  of  his  pro- 
ceedings down  the  river. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  get  him  off  again  as  soon  as  I  can  get  coal  aroand  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  p.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Advti)al,  Commanding  Miinitippi  Sqftadrt*- 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navtf,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Hiss.  River  Ram  Fleet,  TJ.  S.  Steam  Ram  Qubbn  of  THit.WBn', 

Bdaw  ViclulMfg,  Februarys,  1861 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  I  left  the  landing,  b^w 

the  cut-off,  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  Sd  instant,  and  proceeded  down  the 

river.     At  Warrenton,  a  few  miles  below,  the  enemy  had  two  batteries  ft  ^>^'' 
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pieces  e&cli,  of  wbicb  fbar  are  twenty-ponnder  rifled  gana.     They  opened  upon 
ae  id  we  pBBBed,  but  only  atruclc  ne  twice,  doing  no  injury. 

On  reaching  the  Big  BInck  riTer  I  attempted  to  ascend  it,  but  found  it  im- 
possible from  the  narrownese  of  the  stream. 

Passing  it,  we  reached  Natchez  just  at  midnight.  I  landed  at  Vidalia,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  threw  out  some  pickets,  and  vent  into  the  village  in  the  hope 
of  picking  up  some  rebel  officere.  There  can  be  no  telegraphic  line  between 
Vicksburg  and  this  point,  for  not  a  word  of  our  coming  had  reached  the  place, 
and  the  people  scarcely  knew  who  we  were.  One  rebel.  Colonel  York,  was 
halted,  but  made  so  rapid  a  retreat  that  he  escaped  the  shots  fired  after  bim. 

Leaving  this  point,  I  kept  on  down  the  river.  We  passed  Ellis's  cliffs  at 
3  o'clock  a.  m.  There  are  no  fortili cations  at  that  or  any  other  point  between 
Warren  ton  and  Fort  Had  son. 

We  had  got  about  fifteen  miles  below  the  month  of  Bed  river,  when  we  met 
a*Bide-wbeeT  steamer  coming  up.  Her  pilot  blew  the  whistle  for  the  Queen  to 
take  the  starboard  side,  supposing  her  to  be  a  southern  boat.  Beceiring  no 
answer,  and  not  liking  the  Queen's  looks,  an  she  bore  straight  down  upon  nim, 
he  ran  his  boat  ashore.  As  we  neared  her,  numerous  rebel  otBcere  sprang  into 
the  water  and  made  their  escape.  She  proved  to  be  the  A.  W.  Baker,  had 
just  discharged  her  cargo  at  Port  Hudson,  and  was  returning  for  another.  We 
captured  on  her  five  captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  a  number  of  civilians,  among 
them  seven  or  eight  ladies. 

I  had  just  placed  a  guard  on  the  boat,  when  another  steamer  was  seen  coming 
down  the  river.  A  shot  across  her  bows  brought  her  to.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Horo,  laden  with  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  pork,  nearly  five 
hundred  hogs,  and  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  destined  for  the  rebel  army  at  Fort 
Hudson.  I  placed  Captain  Asgill  Connor  in  command  of  the  captured  boats, 
and  as  the  Queen's  supply  of  coal  was  very  limited,  I  thought  it  best  to  return. 
A  short  distance  above  our  landing  I  destroyed  twenty-five  thonsand  pounds  of 
meal,  awaiting  transportation  to  Port  Hudson. 

On  reaching  Red  river  I  stopped  at  a  plantation  to  put  ashore  the  ladies,  who 
did  not  wish  to  go  any  fUrther;  I  also  released  the  civilians.  While  doing  so, 
another  steamboat,  the  Berwick  Bay,  came  out  of  Bed  river,  and  was  imme- 
diately seized.  She  was  laden  with  supplies  for  the  rebel  forces  at  Port  Hud- 
son, consisting  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  molasses,  ten  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  of  flour.     She  had  also  on  board  forty  bales  of  cotton. 

I  ascended  Bed  river  fifteen  miles  in  the  hope  of  getting  some  more  boats, 
but  found  nothing.  Kight  came  on  as  we  again  started  on  our  return.  I  found 
at  once  that  the  progress  of  the  three  prizes  was  so  slow  that  our  short  supply 
of  coal  would  not  permit  us  to  wait  for  them.  T  accordingly  ordered  them  to 
be  set  on  fire.    We  had  not  time  to  transfer  their  cargoes. 

We  met  with  no  interruption  on  onr  return  until  we  reached  Warrenton. 
Before  arriving  at  this  point,  I  landed  and  sent  my  prisoners  around  by  land, 
uader  a  strong  guard,  to  avoid  exposing  them  to  the  enemy's  fire. 

On  passing  Warrentwn  we  found  that  another  battery  had  been  erected  there, 
and  tlte  three  combined  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  us.    They  struck  ns 
several  times,  but  did  no  damage  worth  mentioning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLE8  BIVEE8  ELLET, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Ram  Heet. 

David  D.  Portbr, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mi**u»ippi  Squadrtm. 
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Umtbu  Status  Ram  Qubbn  of  the  Wbst, 

Belou  Vickibtirg,  February  B,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  to  you  tbat  the  coal  hai^  reached  me 
injg^d  condition  at  half  past  eleren  o'clock  last  night.     I  secured  it  withont 
difficnlty,  and  removed  it  this  morning  into  the  slough,  where  it  is  entirely  oai 
of  danger  from  the  enemy's  shot.     I  shall  coal  immediately, 
I  have  mounted  one  of  the  thirty-poander  Parrott  ^ns  on  the  De  Soto. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  procure  cotton  enough  down  the  river  to  thoroo^y 
protect  her. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHABI.E8  RIVERS  ELLET, 
Col<mel,  Uommanding  Ram  FU*L 
David  D,  Pobtbb, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'ig  Mittutippi  Squadnm. 


Approaehet  and  dtfeneet  of  Viektbtirg — praeeedingt  a*d  detigna  of  Admiral 
Porter. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadbok, 

February  7,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yon  a  chart  of  the  approaches  and  deflsoeei 
of  Vickabnrg,  as  far  as  we  can  detect  them  ;  the  nnmber  of  guns  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained,  though  we  know  of  over  fifty  of  heavy  calibre.  This  diirt 
has  been  made  by  Uesars.  Strauss  and  Fendall,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  ia  the 
best  and  most  accurate  one  constructed. 

The  rebels  at  Vicksbui^  were  very  amicable  in  permitting  the  two  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen  to  prosecute  their  labors  nnmolested,  having  fired  at  them 
particularly  only  once,  while  they  fired  on  the  army  surveyors  conatantly. 

On  one  occasion  an  officer  from  the  rebel  side  came  over  in  a  boat,  and,  with- 
out landing,  inquired  what  our  party  were  about  with  that  table,  (meaning  the 
plane  table.)  He  was  told  to  come  on  shore  and  see,  which  he  declined  doing- 
Still  the  rebels  did  not  molest  us,  though  only  750  yards  from  us. 

This  enabled  the  party  to  get  the  heights  of  hills,  prominent  hnildingi,  shape 
of  forts,  and,  in  fact,  everything  but  the  guns,  which  are  so  completel]'  coverH 
that  it  is  impossible  to  m^e  them  out. 

On  the  morning  when  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  went  by  the  batteries.  I 
had  officers  stationed  all  along  to  note  the  places  where  gnns  were  fired  from, 
and  they  were  quite  surprised  to  find  them  firing  from  spots  where  thoe  were 
no  indications  whatever  of  any  guns  before. 

The  shots  came  from  banks,  gulleys,  from  rtulroad  depots,  from  clnmns  of 
bushes,  and  from  hill-tops  two  hundred  feet  high.  A  better  system  of  dejenee 
wad  never  devised. 

Vicksburg  was  by  nature  the  strongest  place  on  the  river,  but  art  has  made 
it  impregnable  against  floating  batteries — not  that  the  nnmber  of  gnns  is  fbnai- 
dable,  hut  the  reikis  have  placed  them  out  of  our  reach,  and  can  shift  them  fr«B 
place  to  place,  in  case  ve  should  happen  to  annoy  them  (the  most  we  ckn  do) 
m  their  earthworks. 

In  a  report  I  made  to  the  department  while  attached  to  the  mnrtar  flotilla,  I 
remarked  "  that  the  navy  could  silence  the  water  batteries  whenever  it  pleased, 
hut  that  the  taking  of  Vicksburg  was  an  army  affair  altogether,"  and  it  wtmld 
have  to  be  taken  by  troops.  At  that  time  it  mounted  twen^  guns,  aO  loU, 
scattered  along  as  they  are  now,  and  ten  thonsand  men  oould  have  i 
right  into  it  without  opposition.  (til  10  It' 
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WbfiD  Admiral  Funigut'a  fleet  first  went  thew.  Vicksbni^  Lad  mounted  five 
^mis,  and  three  thousand  men  might  hare  taken  it  with  ease.  Even  ae  late  aa 
fix  months  back  no  extra  defences  were  put  on  at  Vickaburg,  or  on  the  Yazoo, 
ud  onr  Konboate  went  sixty  miles  up  that  river  (which  they  should  nevei  have 
left)  vithont  molestation.  T^he  long-talked-of  expedition  for  the  capture  of 
Vi^baig,  and  the  various  plans  that  were  expressed  by  our  treacherous  press, 
gave  the  rebels  wamiag,  and  before  I  came  into  these  waters  Vicksbn^  was 
inaccessible  in  front,  and  nuapproachable  by  the  Yazoo,  on  account  of  the 
sttet^th  and  position  of  their  batteries. 

The  people  in  Vickabu^  are  the  only  ones  who  have,  as  yet,  hit  upon  the 
method  of  defending  themselves  against  our  gunboats,  viz :  not  erecting  water 
batteries,  and  placing  the  gnos  some  distance  Xack  &om  the  water,  where  they 
can  throtr  a  plunging  shot  which  none  of  onr  iron-clads  could  stand. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  show  the  department  that  there  ia  no  possible  hope 
of  any  (access  against  Vickaburg  by  a  gunboat  attack,  or  without  an  investment 
in  the  rear  of  the  city  by  a  large  army.  We  can,  perhaps,  destroy  the  city  and 
public  buUdingB,  but  that  brings  us  no  nearer  the  desired  point  (the  opening  of 
the  HiBsissippi)  than  we  are  now,  and  would  likely  put  out  the  little  spark  of 
Union  feeling  still  existing  in  Vicksbniv. 

The  attack  of  the  army  having  failed  at  the  enemy's  weakest  point,  for  want 
of  nerve  in  the  leader  of  a  brigade,  the  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  attack  them 
at  some  unsuspected  point.  The  canal  is  a  failure,  and  not  even  practicable,  as 
yet,  for  taking  through  a  coal  barge,  and  the  army  (in  daOy  dai^r  of  having 
it  buret  its  frail  embuikments)  have  wisely  retreated  to  higupr  ground,  leaving 
the  enemy  still  in  wonder  at  their  eccentric  movements.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Grant  and  myself  have  been  studying  maps,  and  consulting  about  what 
is  the  best  course  to  pursue.  I  sent  down  the  ram  as  a  diversion,  to  cut  off  the 
enemy's  supplies  here,  and  at  Port  Hudson;  the  result  has  met  my  most 
sanguine  expectations.  Over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property 
was  captnred  and  destroyed,  amongst  it  many  supplies  for  the  rebel  army  at 
Port  Hudson.  At  present  we  command  the  Mississippi,  and  the  first  step  towards 
the  evacuation  of  the  stronghold  has  been  adopted.  After  that.  General  Grant 
proposes  to  cut  a  canal  into  Lake  Providence.  This  lake  communicates  with 
the  Tensas  river,  a  deep  atream,  and  the  Tensas  runs  into  the  Waahita,  which 
empties  into  the  Red  river,  near  the  month  of  the  latter.  The  canal  ia  not  yet 
finished,  and  what  the  result  will  be  no  one  can  fiiresee.  Some  think  that  the 
great  rush  of  the  MisBissippi  will  clear  away  every  thing  before  it,  and  the  Tensas 
river  become  a  fine  navigable  stream  for  the  largest  steamers:  it  is  now  capable 
of  passing  medium-si^  steamers  ;  at  all  events  it  will  ^ve  us  the  command  of  - 
Red  river,  and  cut  off  all  supplies  from  that  quarter ;  the  result  no  one  can 
calculate. 

While  General  Grant  was  cutting  his  canal  at  Lake  Providence,  I  proposed 
catting  away  the  levee,  at  a  place  called  Delta,  near  Helena,  into  Old  Yazoo 
Paas  ;  and  General  Grant  sending  a  detachment  of  differs,  I  sent  the  Forest 
Rose  up  to  enter  the  channel,  when  it  should  be  cut  out ;  this  used  to  be  the  main 
way  to  Yazoo  city,  and  the  rivers  Tallahatchie  and  Yallabusha,  before  the 
southern  railroad  was  built,  and  it  was  closed  up  to  reclaim  some  millions  of 
acres  of  Isnd  that  laid  Qselees.  It  leads  into  the  Tallahatchie  river,  and  through 
it  we  command  the  heart  of  the  Mississippi,  and  all  the  resources  of  the  enemy 
a  round  Vicksbnrg. 

The  levee  was  cut,  and  the  water  rushed  in  with  such  force,  sweeping  every- 
thing' before  it,  that  it  at  once  cut  a  channel  eighty  yards  wide,  and  at  last 
Lccomits  the  water  was  sweeping  everything  before  it.  It  will  take  some  days 
or  the  water  to  reach  its  level,  having  a  fall  of  nine  feet ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
[  hsve  fitted  out  a  force  of  five  Kght-dranghta,  and  the  iron-clad  Ghillicothe,  to 
;o  through  and  take  the  enemy  by  surprise.    The  commander  of  the  expedi^d. , 
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Lientenant  Commander  Watson  Smitb,  baa  instrnctioDB  to  destroy  all  the  means 
of  traoflponation  the  enemy  has,  destroy  all  ganboatB  and  rams,  and  brtak  ap 
the  bridges  over  the  Tallahatchie  and  YallabaBtia. 

If  this  expedition  is  succeBeful  in  setting  throngh,  General  Grant  will  follow 
with  his  army,  and  Vicksbnrfr  attacked  in  the  rear,  in  a  manner  not  likely 
dreamed  of;  the  troops  at  Vii^bnrg  will  be  obliged  to  eracnate,  as  they  ban 
heretofore  done  other  stronghotds ;  that  accomplished,  FiHt  Hudson  most  fall, 
and  if  I  have  the  gunboats  I  coald  keep  the  river  open. 

By  looking  over  the  map  of  Hissiesippi,  yon  wilt  perceive  the  importanee  itf 
this  move,  if  successful ;  if  it  is  not,  it  will  overflow  a  la^e  tract  of  conntry  from 
which  the  rebels  draw  their  supplies. 

I  am  trying  to  get  coal  to  Colonel  Ellet,  that  he  may  continue  his  attacks  oo 
the  enemy  below,  and  in  the  Bod  river,  before  they  can  wake  np  from  thdc 
aatoniebment  at  his  first  appearance. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  you,  sir,  a  fiur  account  of  the  aitnation  here,  thit 
you  may  not  expect  too  much  from  the  present  fleet.  What  it  is  possible  to  do, 
will  be  done.  My  main  object  is  to  meet  with  no  defeats,  and  I  shall  undertake 
nothing  where  there  is  no  chance  of  success. 

A  defrat  of  the  navy  on  this  rivei  would  be  considered  a  calamity,  but  the 
world  will  not  blame  us  for  waiting  until  we  are  perfectly  prepared. 

So  many  of  my  men's  time  is  out,  and  the  vessels  being  less  than  b^f  manned, 
I  applied  to  General  Grant  for  a  regiment  of  soldiers,  which  he  has  proniiKd 
me,  to  be  detailed  for  detached  service.  This  makes  us  comfortable  again. 
1  hope  it  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  department.  It  will  take  a  couple 
of  weeks  to  break  them  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeclfolly,  your  obedient  wrvant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiuippi  SquadnmA 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Htcretary  of  the  Navy,  WatkingUm,  D.  C. 


Attack  <M  the  reheU  at  Doner,  Tennettee. 

No.  14  ]  Oppicb  MississiFPr  Sqiadbon, 

CaiTO,  lUinoii,  Febmarn  9,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  oncloee  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Uent^naiii 
.  Commander  Le  Boy  Fitch,  United  States  navy,  giving  his  account  of  his  attack 
on  the  rebels  who  hod  surrounded  and  were  attacking  the  post  at  Dover,  Tto- 
neesee.  I  had  been  informed  that  the  enemy  were  attacking  that  postt  bat  I 
felt  no  nneasinees  in  regard  to  the  resnlt,  for  1  was  sure  that  the  gunooats  wrrr 
near  Fort  Donelson,  and  that  Lieutenant  Coipnuuider  Fitch  would  hasten  iritb 
them  to  the  rescue  of  those  who  were  so  gallantly  defending  it  against  a  tot 
superior  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi'-nt  servant. 
A.  M.  I'ENSOOK, 
Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Statist- 


Sou.  GiDBON  Wrllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 
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BipcH  frmt  Lkvlmart  OomnKmder  Lt  Aoy  JBdL 

United  States  Gitnboat  Fairplay, 

Og  Dffver,  Tettneuct,  February  4, 1863. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  3d  inatant  I  left  Smithluct. 
KeDtuckf ,  with  n  fleet  of  traniiportB  and  the  gunboats  Lexington,  Fairplaj.  St 
Clear,  Brilliant.  Sobb,  and  Silrer  Lake,  as  convoy  Dp  the  Cumberland  river. 

When  about  twentj-fonr  miles  below  Dover  I  met  the  steamer  Wild  Gat  with 
a  message  from  Colo'nel  Harding,  commandant  of  the  post  at  Dover,  infonnio; 
me  that  his  pickets  had  been  driven  in,  and  that  ho  was  attacked  in  force.  I 
immediately  left  the  transports  and  made  signals  to  the  gunboats  to  foUoi^  nn 
up  as  fast  as  possible.  A  short  distance  below  the  town  I  met  another  iteaiwT, 
bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  place  was  entirely  snrronnded.  Pushing  on 
up  with  all  possible  speed,  I  arrived  here  about  8  p.  m.,  and  found  CoI''D<:1 
Harding's  force  out  of  ammnnition  and  entirely  anrroundcd  by  the  tebeli  in 
Dverwbi'lming  nnmbers,  but  still  holding  tbem  in  check. 

The  enemy  not  expecting  gunboats,  nad  nnwisely  posted  the  main  body  of 
bis  army  in  line  of  battle  in  the  graveyard  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  witli  bi.' 
left  wing  resting  in  a  ravine  that  led  down  to  the  river,  giving  as  a  chanra  to 
throw  a  raking  fire  along  his  lines.  Simultaneously  the  gimboata  opened  En 
up  this  ravine,  into  the  graveyard,  and  over  into  the  valley  beyond,  whete  tbr 
enemy  bod  horses  bitched,  and,  most  probably,  kept  his  reserve.  The  rebris 
were  so  much  taken  by  anrprise  that  they  did  not  even  fire  a  shot,  but  immtdi- 
ately  commenced  retreating.  So  well  directed  was  onr  fire  on  them,  that  thrv 
could  not  even  carry  off  a  caisson  that  they  had  captnred  from  our  forces,  bnl 
were  compelled  to  abandon  it,  after  two  fruitless  attempts  to  destroy  it  by  firf. 

After  having  dispersed  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  I  stationed  the  Robb  as-! 
Silver  Lake  below  the  town  to  throw  shell  up  the  ravine  and  prevent  the  n}xb 
fn)m  returning  to  carry  off  the  wounded,  while  the  Lexiagtoo,  Fairplay,  ^t. 
Clair,  and  Brilliant  went  above,  and  sbellod  the  roads  leading  out  to  the  r«stward. 

Supposing  the  retreating  forces  would  follow  the  river  for  a  short  distance,  1 
sent  the  Lexington  and  St.  Clair  on  up  to  shell  the  woods,  harass  and  mioov 
them  as  much  as  possible,  while  this  boat  and  the  Brilliant  lay  opposite  the  op- 
per  ravine  and  threw  shells  np  the  road.  About  10  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing.  iri:L 
the  exception  of  now  and  then  a  random  shell  up  the  roads.  At  lip.  m.,  lean- 
ing from  Colonel  Harding  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  disappeared,  we  cea^-d 
finng  and  took  position  to  guard  the  roads  approaching  the  town. 

Although  much  of  our  firing  was  at  random,  we  have  the  gratificati  n  ■:* 
knowing  that  scarcely  a  projectile  went  amiss,  and  that  out  of  140  buried  tonlav. 
the  gunboats  can  clajm  their  share.  Even  when  the  Lexington  and  St.  Cls^* 
went  above,  many  of  their  shelle  fell  right  in  the  midst  of  the  retrestiDg  rebel*, 
killing  and  wounding  many. 

It  is  reported  that  the  attacking  force  numbered  some  4,.'i00,  with  eight  pWrj 
of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Wheeler,  Brigadier  Gtiier>l< 
Forrest  and  Wharton.  It  is  certainly  veiy  gratifying  to  us  to  know  thai  ibi? 
entire  force  was  cut  up,  routed,  and  despoiled  of  its  prey  by  the  timely  arrivi 
of  the  gunboats,  and  that  Colonel  Hardiug  and  bia  gallant  little  Uind  wciv 
spared  to  wear  the  honors  they  have  so  fairly  won. 

At  first  I  regretted  that  I  was  not  here  with  the  gunboats  sooner,  but.  np^a 
reflection,  I  do  not  think  I  could  better  have  arranged  the  time,  had  it  bfvn  is 
my  power.  Had  we  been  bere  before  Wheeler  he  would  not  have  made  tlr: 
attack,  but,  most  probably,  would  have  marched  on  Fort  Heuiy.  H«d  we  ar- 
rived during  the  day  he  wonld  have  seen  our  strength,  and  would  have  r«tieaird 
with  but  little  loss.  Arriving  as  we  did,  after  dark,  and  when  he  least  expcrtrd 
us,  and  was  so  sanguine  of  success,  we  caught  bis  forces  arrwiged  in  tfae  ny>>: 
lavorable  position  to  receive  a  raking  fire  from  our  gnus,    (^lOi^HjIc 
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Tbe  officen  and  men  were  very  glBd*to  have  a  shot  at  tbeae  river  infeeteri, 
and  oa\y  regret  that  they  did  not  remain  vithin  reach  of  oar  gnns  a  little  longer. 
Ab  it  ia,  they  claim  thenonor  of  diepereing  them  and  saving  Fort  Doneleon. 
Very  reapectfblly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

LE  ROY  FITCH,  LiaU.  Commander. 
Fleet  Captun  A.  U.  Pbnnock,  U.  S.  'S., 

Commandant  o/"  Naval  Station,  Cairo,  IflinoU. 


Pottage  of  the  Tiekthurg  batteriet  hy  the  Indianola. 

ITmted  States  Ui»8is8Ip pi  Squadron, 

Felmtary  U,  1863, 
Sir:  I  ordered  the  Indionola,  Lieutenant  Commander  George  Brown,  down 
the  river,  and  she  ran  tlie  batteriea  laat  night  nnder  a  heavy  fire,  without,  I  be- 
lieve, receiving  any  damage.  She  carried  with  her  two  coal  baigBs,  enough 
to  laat  two  moathe.  This  gives  ua  entire  control  of  the  MiaaiHaippi,  except  at 
Vickeborg  and  Port  Hudson,  and  cuta  off  all  the  anpplies  and  troops  from  Texad. 
We  have  below  now  two  Xl-inch  guns,  two  IX-iuch  guna,  two  30-ponnder  riflea, 
eix  12-ponnderB,  and  three  veeeels.  They  have  ordeni  to  bom,  sink,  and  de- 
etroy. 

I  aend  yon  a  copy  of  my  inatructiona  to  Lieatenant  Commander  Brown,  and 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mimuippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllks, 

Stcretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


[Strictlj  confldentia).] 
AtfrMtlww  to  Litulatanl  Oommaido-  Omrgt  Bnttn, 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

February  12,  1863. 
Sib:  Ton  will  take  two  coal  bargea  alongside,  that  hare  been  somewhat 
lightened  of  coal,  and  atand  by  to  ran  paat  the  batteries  at  Vickabni^,  and  join 
the  vessels  below.  The  object  in  sending  you  is  to  protect  the  ram  Queen  of  tbe 
West  and  the  De  Soto  against  the  Wehb,  the  enemy's  nun ;  ahe  will  not  attack 
yon  both.  I  do  not  wiah  you  to  go  below  Red  river,  hnt  to  remain  there  while 
Colonel  Ellet  reconnoitres  Fort  Hudson,  and  prevent  bis  being  taken  hy  veaaela 
Itom  Red  river.  Keep  your  guna  loaded  with  solid  shot,  or,  if  yon  are  at- 
tacked by  vessels  protected  with  cotton  balea,  fire  shrapnell,  which  are  good 
incendiary  abell.  If  yon  can  capture  a  good  ateamw,  I  want  yon  to  keep  her. 
Go  tu  Je£  Davia'a  plantation,  and  his  brother  Joe's,  and  load  up  said  steamer 
with  all  the  cotton  yon  can  find,  and  the  beat  aingle  male  negroes.  If  yon  can- 
not get  cotton  enough  to  protect  the  steamer  you  capture,  obtain  it  at  Acklen'a 
landing,  and  when  yon  have  filled  the  prize  up  with  as  much  as  ahe  will  car^ 
and  make  good  speed,  send  her  up  to  run  the  batteries  and  join  me  here.  Tx) 
do  this  daub  over  her  white  paint  with  mnd,  bo  that  she  cannot  be  seen  in  the 
dark.  Dispose  the  cotton  iMgs  eo  that  everything  is  well  protected,  and  no 
light  can  possibly  show  in  any  part  of  the  boat.  Yon  must  select  dark  and 
rainy  nights  for  running  the  blockade,  and  don't  show  yourself  below  Warren- 
ton  as  yon  come  up.  After  yon  pass  tbe  batteries  at  Vickabnrg  show  two  red 
lights  on  yonr  bow,  that  our  people  at  the  canal  may  know  yon.   IfyonreceiTesny 
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damage  from  the  batteries  send  mo  a  Bkort  report  from  the  other  side,  aod  go  on 
with  care  aatil  yon  are  the  other  side  (some  distance)  of  Warrenton ;  lay  by  there 
nntil  the  moon  is  up  and  proceed  to  Ked  river.  When  the  Queen  of  the  Wen 
retnme,  ColoDel  Ellet  and  yourself  will  go  up  Bed  river  (provided  yon  can  get 
good  pilots)  and  destroy  all  yon  meet  wil£  in  the  shape  of  enemy's  stores.  This 
part  must  be  left  to  yont  discretion;  Ellet  and  yourself  will  consult  together 
what  b  best  to  be  done;  and  whatever  yon  undertake,  try  and  have  no  failure. 
When  yon  have  not  means  of  certain  success,  undertake  nothing ;  a  fulnie  ii 
eqnal  to  a  defeat.  Never  leave  yonr  coal  barge  unprotected  by  the  Pe  Sow, 
and  never  leave  her  between  yon  and  the  enemy.  Don't  tbrget  that  I  had  yooi 
vessel  strengthened  to  perform  the  part  of  a  rant — don't  hesitate  torun  anything 
down.  When  yon  have  emptied  uie  coal  barges,  either  destroy  them,  so  that 
the  enemy  cannot  possibly  u»e  them,  or  fill  them  with  cotton  and  bring  than 
back.  Make  your  calculations  to  get  back  here  with  plenty  of  coal  on  botri 
Tetl  Colonel  Ellet  when  he  gets  to  Port  Hndson  to  send  a  commnnicatiou  in  i 
barrel,  (barrel  to  be  marked  "Essex,")  and  tell  the  commander,  in  said  com- 
munication, that  I  direct  him  to  pass  Fort  Hudson  in  a  dark  night  and  join  the 
vessels  above.  Have  your  casemates  and  sides  well  covered  with  tallow  and 
slnsh  before  yon  start. 

Very  respectfiiUT, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Riar-Adntirtd,  Com'dg  Miuittippi  Squadrm. 
Lieutenant  Commander  GBORaB  Brown,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  JkdiaMola,  Miuittippi  Squadron. 


Stpeit  qf  LtarimaiU  Commandtr  Otorge  Bmen. 

Unitbd  States  Kississippi  SttttADBON, 

Yaxoo  River,  February  24,  1863. 
Sib:    I  have  the  honor  t«  enclose  yon  a  communication  from  Ldentenant 
Commander  George  Brown.    We  still  hold  the  month  of  Red  river. 
Very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Commanding  Mittitrippi  Sqmadrvm. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wellbs, 

Steretari/  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon,  D.  C. 


Umted  States  Steamer  Indianola, 
Mouth  of  Red  River,  Feirrmary  18,  1853. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  written  iosbmctioDS. 
I  leA  the  anchorage  in  the  Yazoo  river  at  10.15  p.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  hav- 
ing in  tow  two  barges  of  coal  containing  about  seven  thousand  bushels  each. 
Th&  weather  was  ^I  could  desire.  At  11.10  p.m.  I  was  abreast  of  the  npper 
batteries,  which  did  not  open  fire;  the  rebel  lookouts  at  those  batteries  cooU 
not  have  seen  us.  The  first  gun  that  was  fired  at  us  was  at  11.22  p.  m,  faona 
battery  abreast  the  point. 

At  this  tJme  we  were  mnning  very  slowly,  bnt  at  once  started  at  fnll  ^kH: 
other  guns  opened  on  us  in  very  quick  succession,  and  rockets  were  sent  up  at 
the  upper  batteries.  At  11.41  p.  m.  the  last  gun  was  fired.  Eighteen  g«>s 
were  tired  at  us  in  the  space  of  nineteen  miuutes,  none  of  which  struck  as. 
They  were  generally  good  line  shots,  but  all  passed  over  ns.  Every  fhot  came 
from  abaft  the.  beam.  When  abreast  of  the  lower  end  of  the  canal  I  showed 
two  red  lights  on  the  starboard  side.  At  Warrenton  two  musket  shots  were 
fired  at  us.    At  1  a.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  we  anchored  about  four  milea  below 
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Warrenton.  At  5.S0  a.  m.  we  got  under  whj  and  proceeded  slowly  down  the 
river.  Nothing  of  importance  transpired  until  the  morning  of  the  16th,  being 
at  anchor  about  eight  (8)  miles  below  Natchez,  when  a  eteamboat  was  heard 
approaching  from  below.  I  got  under  way  at  once  and  stood  across  the  river, 
when  the  fog  lifted,  and  I  made  the  eteamboat  Era,  No.  5 ;  I  buled  her  and 
learned  that  she  woe  in  charge  of  Colonel  Ellet,  having  on  board  the  few  officers 
and  men  who  were  saved  from  the  Queen  of  the  West.  The  particulars  of  her 
capture  will  be  reported  to  you  by  Colonel  Ellet. 

I  again  anchor^,  and,  a^r  consulting  with  Colonel  Ellet,  concluded  to  pro- 
ceed on  down  the  river  as  soon  as  the  Era  could  be  put  in  ranning  order.  At 
4.30  p.m.  we  started  down,  the  Era  ahead.  At  5.10 a  steamer  was  seen  abreast 
of  Ellis's  Cliff,  which  I  at  once  recognized  as  being  the  rebel  gunboat  Webb. 
At  the  same  time  the  Era's  whistle  was  blown,  indicating  that  she  saw  danger 
ahead.  I  cleared  for  action,  and  was  going  ahead  at  fall  speed,  when  the  Webb 
turned  and  started  down.  I  fired  two  11-inch  shot  at  her,  both  of  which  were 
good  line  shots;  one  struck  within  at  least  fifty  yards  of  her.  Both  guns  had 
all  the  elevation  that  the  port  would  admit  of.  The  Webb  at  this  time  was 
making  most  excellent  speed,  and  soon  disappeared  behind  tlie  point.  As  we 
ronnded  the  point  the  fog  set  in  so  thick  that  not  even  her  smoke  could  be  seen. 
On  account  of  the  dense  fog  we  anchored  for  the  night  under  Glasscock's  island, 
lliinking  it  probable  the  Webb  might  get  asliore  in  the  fog,  and  knowing  that 
if  she  did  we  would  drift  by  her  without  seeing  her,  I  thought  it  best  to  remain 
at  anchor  until  I  could  mn  with  safety,  and  be  certain  of  seeing  everything  on 
either  side  of  the  bank  as  we  passed.  At  1  p.  m.  on  the  17th  instant,  the  fog 
lighting  up,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  on  down  the  river  as  far  as  the 
month  of  Bed  river,  opposite  which  place  we  anchored  at  abont  5  p.  m,  I  sent 
on  shore  for  Colonel  AcKlen,  who  informed  me  that  three  boats  had  accompanied 
the  Webb  in  chase  of  Colonel  Ellet,  but  that  they  had  all  turned  back  and  gone 
np  Red  river-  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lovell,  who  commanded  the  Webb 
and  the  expedition,  said  that  he  would  make  a  stand  at  Norman's  landing, 
where  be  could  have  the  aesietance  of  the  fort  at  that  place.  I  was  also  informed 
that  the  Queen  of  the  West  has  been  hauled  off  and  towed  np  to  Norman's 
(sometimes  called  Gordon's)  landing ;  that  she  was  injnred  only  in  her  steam 
and  escape  pipes,  which  could  easily  be  repaired.  That  the  rebels  will  make 
use  of  her  to  attack  us  I  do  not  doubt,  bat  I  feel  prepared  to  meet  both  the 
Queen  and  the  Webb.  A  deserter  from' the  Webb  reports  that  she  has  no  iron 
OD  her  bow,  but  that  the  machinery  below  the  spar  deck  is  well  protected  by 
cotton.  On  account  of  her  walking-beams,  whicb  are  not  at  all  protected,  she 
will  not  come  within  close  range  of  our  guns. 

Two  boats  are  being  fitted  up  with  cotton  at  Port  Hudson — for  what  particu- 
lar service  I  am  unable  to  learn. 

My  only  trouble  is  to  look  out  for  the  coal  baigee,  which  I  can  tow  up  stream 
at  a  slow  rate,  and  I  cannot  run  the  risk  of  losing  sight  of  them,  unless  in  case 
o(  Bome  pressing  emergency.  I  keep  the  co^-bunkers  tnll  at  all  times,  so  that 
in  tbe  event  of  my  losing  the  barges  we  will  have  plenty  of  cool  to  take  us  to 
Vickabnrg.  Colonel  Ellet  thinks  that  it  is  important  that  he  should  go  up  the 
river  at  once  and  communicate  with  you ;  I  am  convinced  that  I  can  remain 
■lone  in  this  vicinity  for  some  time,  but  at  the  same  time  I  consider  it  important 
tfaat  there  should  be  at  least  one  other  serviceable  vessel  with  me. 

If  the  river  rises  one  foot  more,  of  which  there  is  a  strong  probability.  Port 
Hadson  will  be  unapproachable  by  land  ;  so  yon  can  readily  understand  the 
importance  of  the  stoppage  of  all  river  communication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BROWN, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  Sidles  Navy. 

Acting  Hear-Adiniral  David  D.  Porter,  igic 

Commanding  MittUnjtpi  S^adron,  Yazoo  Ricer.  '■^ 
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Loit  of  the  United  Statet  tuamer  Glide. 

UnITBD  StaTBS  UlSSISeiPPI  SaOADKON, 

Fd/ruary  15,  1863. 
SrR :  I  encIoBO  herewith  reports  of  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock  and  Acdng  lien- 
tenant  Selim  E.  Woodworth,  in  relation  to  the  bnrning  of  the  Glide;  and  «!m 
enclose  general  orders,  shoving  that  I  omitted  no  precantjon  against  £re  pre- 
viouB  to  utj  leaving  Cairo. 

I  have  ordered  an  inTcstigation  of  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verr  respectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  JditnMtppi  Syttadro». 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WathingtoH,  D.  C. 


Sgxrt  i/  FUet  Oi^tatm  Ptmudt. 

OpPICB  op  THB  HtSSISSIPPI  SaUADHOIf, 

Cairo,  lUinoii,  February  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  about  5.20  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing the  gunboat  Glide  was  reported  to  be  on  fire.  On  my  arrival  at  the  pbte 
where  she  was  moored,  (between  the  inepectton  boat  and  the  General  Price,  « 
tlie  stem  of  the  wharf  boat,)  I  found  that  she  waa  on  fire  in  the  fore  hold. 
Every  exertion  was  made  by  her  commander,  officers,  and  crew,  and  those 
attached  to  the  EaBtport  and  to  this  station,  to  extinguish  the  fire;  bnt  finding 
that  their  efforts  were  of  no  avail,  and  that  the  fire  was  gaining,  and  feating 
that  it  would  ho  communicated  to  the  Abraham  and  General  Price,  I  direclea 
that  a  how-line  he  veered  away  until  her  how  was  clear  of  the  stem  of  die 
Price,  and  when  it  was  ca£t  off,  a  tug  canted  her  and  towed  her  ont  into  the 
strength  of  the  current.  After  burning  some  time,  she  grounded  about  two 
miles  below,  on  the  Kentucky  shore.  1  think  that  her  guns  and  machineiy 
will  he  saved. 

It  is  reported  that  two  contrabands  were  lost. 

The  cause  of'the  fire  is  not  known;  but  I  shall  have  the  whole  matter 
thoroughly  investigated,  the  result  of  which  will  be  reported  to  you. 

1  have  the  nonor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
A.  M,  PENNOCK, 
Fleet  Captain  and  Commander  of  Station. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  Miititrippi  Sqitadro», 

P.  S. — Captain  Woodworth's  report  will  be  forwarded  to  yoa  aa  soon  as  pos- 
sible.   The  officers  and  crew  have  lost  eveiything  they  poaseued. 


Stptrt  ig  JOav  yoUKMr  Zwtaiaat  8.  E.  TFooAnrtL 

Cairo,  Illinois,  February  7. 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Glide  bf 
fire,  late  under  my  command. 

Although  having  assumed  charge  of  the  General  Price.  I  still  retained  aj 
quarters  on  board  the  Glide,  she  lying  alongside. 

Mr.  Dahlgren  had  taken  charge  of  her  outfits  and  equipmentB  ■■  executive 
officer  in  commaud.  (      in  )l  ' 
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AboTit  5.15  this  morning  I  wu  aninaed  by  tbtt  ringing  of  the  fire-bell  on  the 
naval  depot  wharf  boat;  but  not  seeing  any  light  or  smoke  when  I  looked  out. 
BQppoaed  the  alarm  proceeded  from  fire  in  town.  I  dreeeed  myaelf  with  all 
baste,  and  proceeded  to  the  forward  part  of  the  boat  to  call  the  officere  and 
crenr,  when  I  diicovered  smoke  proceeding  from  the  fire-scuttle  and  forward 
batches,  they  having  been  forced  open  by  Mr.  Dahlgren,  who  was  already 
engaged,  wiUi  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Glide,  in  drawing  and  passing  water, 
and  making  every  exertion  to  eztlngoieb  the  fire.  I  at  once  started  with  eome 
contrabands  to  drown  the  magazinee,  but  they  were  not  fitted  with  bilge  cocks, 
and  we  conld  only  introduce  water  in  them  throngh  the  batches  with  bncketa. 

Captain  Penuock  was  on  hand  with  a  strong  force  of  officers  and  laborers, 
and  made  every  exertion,  with  sacb  facilities  as  were  at  band,  to  extingnisb  tbe 
fire ;  but,  &om  tbe  extreme  cold  weather,  leaving  everything  frozen,  hat  little 
was  effected  by  the  use  of  bncketa. 

The  Glide  was  moored  Hstem  of  and  to  the  warf  boat,  ontside  of  the  boat 
Abrahain,  with  the  General  Price  outside  of  ber.  Having  made  every  prepara- 
tion to  drop  the  Glide  clear  of  the  tier  by  running  liues,  Ace.,  a  tug  was  pro- 
cured ami  made  fast  to  the  quarter  of  the  steamer.  Beuewed  exertions  were 
now  made  to  extinguish  the  fire  bv  cutting  through  tbe  deck  with  axes,  but  tbe 
light  and  inflammable  materials  about  the  boilere  were  soon  in  a  living  flame. 

Upon  consultation  with  Captain  Pennock  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  save 
the  Ulide;  and,  at  this  time,  the  flames  were  endangering  the  inspection  boat 
and  the  General  Price,  and  leaving  the  wharf  boat  also  in  danger.  Captain 
Penoock  ordered  cast  ofi^  and  drop  out  of  tbe  tier,  but  not  until  the  whole 
forward  part  of  the  vessel  was  in  flames.  Tbe  tug  having  her  in  charge  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  tbe  middle  of  the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  naval  station, 
where  she  was  cast  off.  She  drifted  ashore  at  Fort  Holt,  and  burned  to  the 
water's  edge. 

The  magazines  did  not  explode,  bnt  the  fixed  ammunition  seemed  to  be  fired 
slowly,  as  shell  and  shrapnell  continued  to  burst  in  tbe  air,  from  time  to  time, 
for  an  hour  after  she  grounded. 

To  the  efficient  aid  rendered  by  Captain  Pennock,  Captun  Sanford,  and  Cap- 
taia  Phelps,  and  the  officere  and  men  under  their  command,  may  be  attributed 
the  safety  of  all  the  public  property  at  the  wharf  boat. 

Acting  Ensign  Wright  and  the  engineer  of  tbe  tug  Dahlia  are  deserving  of 
macb  credit  in  holding  on  to  the  Glide  until  she  woe  so  far  removed  as  not  to 
endanger  the  lives  or,  property  at  Cairo  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazines. 
Thev  did  not  leave  her  until  her  fasts  were  bnmed  ofi',  and  tbe  small  arms  being 
diHcbarged  in  every  direction. 

The  wreck  of  the  Glide  is  now  lying  In  five  feet  of  water  on  the  Kentucky 
ebore.  Her  guns,  engines  and  boilers  can  be  readily  recovered,  also  all  the  iron 
plates  from  ber  sides. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Glide  have  lost  all  bnt  tbeir  clothes  in  which 
they  dressed.  Tbe  crew  have  been  transferred  to  the  Henry  Millcn,  which 
vessel  will  be  despatched  as  soon  as  ready. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SELIM  E.  WOODWOETH, 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.,  late  Com'dg  V.  S.  Steamer  Glide. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtrb. 


Capture  of  the.Queen  of  tht  We*t. 

UNrTED  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yaxoo  Rioer,  February  22.  1863. 
Sis  :  The  best  calcnlations  are  liable  to  be  upset,  and  mine  have  been  dis- 
arranged by  tbe  capture  of  tbe  Queen  of  tbe  West  up  Bed  river.    That  vessel 
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grounded  under  tbe  gane  of  a  batteiy,  which  she  fooliefaly  engaged,  and  t^ 
ceived  a  shot  through  her  boilere  and  Hteam  drum  which  drove  moBt  of  her 
people  overboard.  Many  escaped  in  a  prize,  the  steamer  New  Em.  No.  5,  bni 
most  of  the  deck  hands  aad  contrabanda  fell  into  the  power  of  the  rebels.  The 
officers  and  Colonel  Ellet  were  then  chased  up  the  Miseis^t^i  river  hy  tli^ 
Webb  and  some  two  or  three  other  vessels,  nntil  they  met  the  indiiinola,  which 
Teasel  saved  them  and  drove  the  rebels  back.  This  ia  all  I  can  leara  of  ibi? 
affair. 

The  colonel  arrived  here  safe  with  the  New  Era,  Mo.  5,  having  ran  the  b*l- 
teries  all  along  the  river,  and  had  120  shots  fired  at  him  without  bcine  hit. 
brining  up  170  bales  of  cotton.  It  ia  said  that  he  left  the  Indianola  and  Webb 
engaged.  1  hope  to  get  a  report  from  him  in  a  day  or  two ;  he  b  on  tbe  other 
aide  and  sick,  and  the  road  is  almost  impassable.  *  •  •  •  • 
DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admirdl,  Com'dg  Mimtttppi  Syitadnm. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naey,  WiatMngtox,  D.  C. 


AJdUkmat  rtptrt  «f  Ading  Rttr-AAMtral  Porta; 

TTnitbd  States  Ktsstssippt  Sql-adbon, 

Yazoo  River,  February  23,  1S63. 
Sib  ;  Colonel  Ellet  has  arrived  on  tbis  side  of  the  river.     He  informs  me  thii 
his  ram  was  not  destroyed,  but  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.     He  could  nci 
destroy  her  without  sacrificing  his  wounded. 

She  will  not  be  worth  anything  for  some  time  to  the  rebels,  and  is  much  used 
up ;  will  not  do  to  ram  with  any  longer,  being  too  weak  and  shattered.  I  am 
going  to  try  it  again  with  another  one.  Tbe  ram  committed  great  havoc  on 
Red  river— destroyed  many  stores,  also,  along  the  river.  She  deslnyed  and 
captured  altogether  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  confederate  property. 
He  returned  with  cotton  to  the  value  of  seventy  thousand  doUan,  and  a  boat 
worth  about  eighteen  thousand. 

I  enclose  herewith  Colonel  EUet's  report. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mit*ittippi  Sqiutdrim. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WtuhinglOK,  D.  C. 


Btport  fimn  CbUMt  Stttt. 

TJnitbd  States  St^ameb  Esa,  No.  5, 
Below  Vicktburg,  MittiMtippi,  February  21,  1S63- 

Adhibal  !  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  landing  bela' 
Vickeburg,  in  obedience  to  your  written  instructions,  on  the  night  of  the  W^ 
instant,  taking  with  me  the  De  Soto  and  coal  barge,  and  proceeded  down  tbt 
river.  We  passed  Warrenton  without  interruption,  and  reached  Red  rinr  »d 
the  following  evening.  I  destroyed,  as  yon  directed,  tbe  skifb  and  flaibMU 
along  either  shore. 

I  ascended  Red  river  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  as  fiti  as  tbe  mouth  of  tb« 
Atcbafalaya,  leaving  the  De  Soto  and  coal  barge  in  a  secure  poeition.    I  pro- 


to  return  if  I  ihould  find  the  battery  at  that  point  too  etrong,  and  f 
WMshita.     I  left  the  Era  and  coal  barge  in  chai^  of  a  eoajcl.     AVe  reacnea 
the  bend  jost  below  Gordon's   landing  before  dark.     The  dense  Bmoke  of 
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ceeded  down  thia  stream.  Six  miles  from  its  month  I  met  a  train  of  twelve 
army  wagons  retnming  from  Simsport.  I  landed  and  destroyed  them.  On 
reaching  Simsport  1  fonnd  that  two  rebel  steamboats  had  jnst  left,  taking  with 
them  the  troops  and  artillery  stationed  at  this  point.  They  had  left  on  the  bank 
seventy  barrels  of  government  beef,  which  I  broke  open  and  rolled  into  the 
river.  I  pursned  another  train  of  wagons  for  some  distance,  bnt  they  retreated 
into  the  swamps  and  escaped.  One  of  their  wagons,  loaded  with  ammnnition 
and  stores,  fell  into  onr  hands  and  was  destroyed. 

On  her  return  at  night  a  party  of  overseers  and  other  civilians  fired  into  the 
Qoeen  from  behind  a  levee,  and  immediately  fled  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
First  Master  James  D.  Thompson,  a  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  was  shot 
throngh  the  knee.  Anchoring  at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalayo,  I  waited  until 
morning,  and  then  returned  to  the  spot  from  which  we  had  been  attacked.  All 
the  buildings  on  three  large  adjoining  plantations  were  burned  by  my  order. 

I  started  np  Red  river  the  same  day,  and  reached  Black  river  by  night.  On 
the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  when  about  fifteen  miles  above  the  month  of 
Black  river,  a  steamboat  came  suddenly  around  a  sharp  bend  in  the  river,  and 
was  captured  before  she  could  escape.  She  proved  to  De  the  Era,  No.  S,  laden 
with  forty-five  hundred  bushels  or  com.  She  had  on  board  two  rebel  lieu- 
tenants and  fourteen  privates  ;  the  latter  I  at  once  paroled  and  set  ashore. 

Hearing  of  three  very  lai^  boats  lying  with  steam  down  at  Gordon's  landing, 
thirty  miles  above,  I  decided  on  mAing  an  effort  to  capture  them,  intending 
'"  '    '      "'•'-■     '     -  iiy  at  that  point  too  si  '  *    ' 

I  barge  in  chai^  of  a 
tnding  before  dark.  ' 
several  boats,  rapidly  firing  up,  could  be  seen  over  the  tops  of  the  trees  as  we 
approached.  I  ordered  the  pilot  to  proceed  very  slowly,  and  merely  show  the 
how  of  the  Queen  around  the  point.  From  the  sharp  bend  which  the  river 
makes  at  this  place,  there  was  no  apparent  difficulty  in  withdrawing  out  of 
range  of  the  enemy's  gnna  whenever  it  might  be  desired.  The  rebels  opened 
upon  tis  with  fonr  32-pounders  the  moment  we  came  in  sight.  Their  guns  were 
in  &  fine  position,  and  at  the  third  shot  I  ordered  Mr.  Garocy,  the  pilot,  to  back 
the  Queen  out.  Instead  of  doing  so  he  ran  her  agronnd  on  the  right-hand 
ehore.  The  position  at  once  became  a  very  hot  one.  Sixty  yards  below  we 
would  have  been  in  no  danger;  as  it  was,  the  enemy's  shot  struck  ns  nearly 
every  time.  The  chief  engineer  had  hardly  reported  to  me  that  the  escape-pipe 
had.  been  shot  away,  when  an  explosion  below,  and  a  msh  of  steam  aronnd  tne 
boat,  told  me  that  the  steam-pipe  had  been  shot  in  two.  Nothing  further,  of 
course,  could  be  done.  I  gave  orders  to  lower  the  yawl  at  the  atem  of  the 
Queen  to  carry  off  Captain  Thompson,  who  lay  wounded  in  my  slate-room. 
Some  person  bad  already  taken  the  yawl,  however,  and  it  was  gone.  The 
other  yawl  was  on  the  De  Soto,  a  short  distance  below.  Fortunately  the  cotton 
bales  irith  which  the  Queen  was  protected  afibrded  an  avenue  of  escape,  and 
the  majority  of  the  men  and  officers  succeeded  in  reaching  the  De  Soto.  I 
ordered  thia  boat  to  be  brought  up  aa  far  as  it  was  practicable,  without  being 
struck,  and  sent  her  yawl  to  the  Queen.  Lieutenant  Tuthill  and  Third  Master 
JJuncan  bravely  volunteered  for  this  purpose.  I  remained  with  the  De  Soto 
over  an  hour,  picking  up  men  on  cotton  bales.  Lieutenant  Tuthill  barely  suc- 
ceeded in  escamng  from  the  Queen,  the  rebels  boarding  her  in  skiffs  as  he 
escaped,  Mr.  Dnncan  staid  too  long,  and  was  captured.  The  Queen  could 
easily  have  been  bnmed,  bnt  this  could  not  be  done  while  Captain  Thompeon 
■was  on  board,  and  it  was  impossible  to  remove  him ;  all  the  passages  had  been 
blocked  op  with  cotton,  llie  interior  of  the  boat  was  intensely  dark,  full  of 
steam,  and  strewed  with  shattered  fitraiture.  I'he  display  of  a  light  enabled 
the  batteries  to  strike  her  with  nnerrtng  certainty.  To  have  brought  the  De 
^oto  alongside  would  have  insured  her  deetmction,  as  the  light  from  the  latter's 
furnaces  rendered  her  a  conspicuous  mark. 
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A  <lensG  fog  sprang  up  as  we  etarted  down  in  the  De  Soto,  and  she  loet  lier 
rudder  bj  nmaing  into  tno  bank.  Drifting  down  fifteen  miles,  I  took  poesewion 
of  the  Era,  and  scuttled  and  burnt  the  De  Soto  and  bai^,  knowing  that  the 
rebela  would  lose  no  time  in  pnrsuing.  I  poshed  on  down  through  the  fog, 
throwing  off  the  com  to  lighten  her.  We  reached  the  Kissiasippi  at  dawn, 
opposite  Ellis's  cliffs.  Mr.  Garocy  ran  the  Era,  a  boat  drawing  lees  than  ten 
feet  of  water,  hard  aground,  actiully  permitting  her  wheels  to  make  seven] 
evolutions  after  she  had  struck.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  she  could 
he  gotten  off.  The  disloyal  sentiments  openly  expressed  by  Mr.  Garocy  a  few 
hours  previauB  to  this  occurrence  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  place  him 
under  arrest,  and  forced  upon  me  the  unwilling  conviction  that  the  loss  of  the 
Queen  was  due  to  the  deliberate  treachery  of  tie  pilot.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  unfortunate  illness  of  Mr.  Scott  Long,  who  piloted  the  Queen  past 
Vickaburg,  rendered  it  aeceesary  for  me  to  intrust  the  Queen  to  the  management 
of  Mr.  Garocy. 

The  next  morning,  a  short  distance  below  Natchez,  I  met  the  Indianola. 
Captain  Brown  thought  that  he  might  be  able  to  ascend  the  Red  river  and  de- 
stroy the  battery  at  Gordon's  landing,  and  I  accompanied  him  down  in  tbt 
Era,  leading  the  way.  I  had  not  gone  three  miles  when  a  break  in  the  fog  dis* 
closed  a  steamer  rapidly  moving  up  stream,  about  a  mile  ahead.  I  at  odm 
rounded  to,  and  caused  the  whistle  to  be  blown  to  warn  Captain  Brown  of  her 
presence. 

Ap  soon  as  the  rebel  steamer,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  Webb,  perceived 
the  Indianola,  she  turned  and  fled.  The  latter  fired  two  shots  at  her,  but  with- 
out eff(«t.  I  learned  afterwards  that  three  other  armed  boats  had  been  uot 
in  pursuit  of  the  Era,  and  had  been  turned  back  by  the  Webb  on  her  retreat. 
They  all  went  hack  np  Eed  river.  On  reaching  this  stream  Captain  Brown 
decided  not  to  ascend  it,  and  I  thought  it  beet  to  return  at  once. 

Thinking  we  might  be  attacked  on  the  way  up,  I  seized  a  hundred  and 
seventy  bales  of  cotton,  and  protected  the  Era's  machinery  as  far  as  practicable. 
At  St.  Joseph's  I  landed  and  seized  the  maib,  and  learned  from  them  that 
Colonel  Adams  woe  waiting  for  us  at  Grand  Gulf,  with  two  piecee  of  artillery. 
Thirty-six  shots  were  fired  at  the  Era  while  passing  this  point,  none  of  which 
took  effect.  On  reaching  Island  No.  107,  a  body  of  riflemen  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  Era  from  the  Mississippi  shore.  Suspecting  it  to  be  a  mee  to 
drive  us  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I  decided  in  keeping  to  the  right  of  the 
island.  The  furnaces  of  the  Era  became  so  clogged  at  this  point  that  I  fonad 
it  necessary  to  stop  and  have  them  cleaned  out,  causing  a  delay  of  twenty  mm- 
ut«B.  The  Era  had  scarcely  passed  the  island,  when  a  battery  of  three  guns 
opened  upon  her  from  the  Louisiana  shore.  Eorty-six  shots  were  fired,  but  did 
DO  iiyu^. 

At  murenton  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Era  with  two  rifled  SO-ponndei 
guns.    They  fired  twenty-four  shots,  but  did  nut  succeed  in  striking  her. 

Extraordinary  as  it  may  seem,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  Utat  no  one 
was  killed  on  the  Queen.  It  is  probably  attributable  to  the  fact  that  those 
below  got  into  the  hold  through  the  numerous  hatches,  and  thus  escaped  the 
effects  of  the  steam. 

Mr.  Taj^or,  one  of  die  engineers,  is  reported  to  be  badly  scalded,  by  a  deserter 
from  the  Webb.  Twenty-^ur  men  were  taken  prisoners,  ten  of  whom  were 
dviliana  employed  on  the  boat.  Assistant  Surgeon  Booth  was  the  only  com- 
missioned  officer  captured. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  EIVEES  ELLEJ. 
Calomel,  Commanding  Sam  Fleet- 

Davfd  D,  Pobtbb, 

Acting  Rear'Admiral,  Com'dg  Mitnnippi  Sguadrat^  , 
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it<ifa§  Wat,  m  SMd  Tiatr, 

Daniel  S.  Booth,  usiBtant  ■tu^^eon;  C.  S.  Eddisoa,  nut«;  H.  8.  Duncan,  2d 
mate ;  Edvard  Taylor,  engineer ;  James  W.  Foster,  carpenter ;  Bicbard  Grere, 
blacksmith ;  G.  W.  Hill,  stewtird ;  John  Bates,  let  sei^eant  company  I,  63d 
I.  M. ;  Carrol  Smitli,  private,  company  G,  63d  I.  M. ;  Charles  D.  Faulkner, 
private,  company  I,  63d  I.  H.;  William  Brawn,  private,  company  F,  63d  I.  U.; 
H.  Cnllan,  private,  company  F,  63d  I.  M. ;  Leo.  G.  Tarbol,  private,  company  K. 
18th  I.  M. ;  John  Foley,  deck  hand ;  John  WilliamB,  cabin  boy  ;  £.  O.  Holatein, 
private  ;  T.  F.  Rice,  private ;  Thomas  L.  Williams,  private ;  CbarloB  Lamneri 
private  ;  Geoige  Wataon,  deck  hand  j  Greoi^  W.  Bailey,  private. — Total,  81. 


Capture  of  the  Ltdianola. 

ITnitbd  Statbs  Mississippi  Sqdadron, 

February  27,  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  just  recdved  information  through  one  oF  the  men  who  escaped 
from  tbe  Indianola  that  she  had  an  encounter  on  Tuesday  night  with  the  two 
rams,  Webb  and  Queen  of  the  West,  and  that  after  being  stmck  six  times,  and 
the  report  being  made  that  she  was  sinking,  she  was  sunendered  to  the  enemy. 
The  commander  then  ran  her  on  shore,  when  the  man  who  gives  the  information 
got  on  shore  with  some  others,  and  he  brought  me  the  news.  He  could  not  see 
whether  the  vessel  had  sunk  or  not.  From  his  acconnt  it  appears  that  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Brown  laid  at  the  month  of  Bed  river  three  days,  (just  about 
time  to  allow  the  Queen  of  the  West  to  repair  damages,)  and  then,  being  appre- 
hensive of  attack,  or  reading  over  my  instructions,  and  finding  out  that  he  was 
sent  down  only  to  protect  the  Queen  of  the  Wett,  and  was  ordered  to  attempt 
nothing  when  he  too*  not  certain  of  meceu,  he  started  up  the  Mississippi  river 
with  the  two  coal  barges  in  tow,  giving  the  enemy  all  that  advantage.  I  had 
cautioned  lieutenant  Gommander  Brown  so  much,  before  he  started,  about  the 
management  of  his  ship,  and  told  him  particularly  to  use  his  butting  powers, 
which  would  have  defeated  both  his  antagoniatsi  but  he  was  caught  with  the 
two  bathes  alongside,  and  his  vessel  must  have  been  unmanageable. 

I  had  every  reason  on  this  expedition  to  demand  the  most  perfect  success. 
The  rebels  had  but  one  old  boat,  (the  Webb,)  so  weak  that  they  had  to  take  her 
iron  off  the  bows,  and,  aa  one  of  her  crew  informs  me,  with  planking  too  old  to* 
calk.  She  carried  three  thirty-two  pounders.  The  vessels  I  sent  down  carried 
twelve  heavy  guns. 

The  importance  of  this  move  to  our  army  here  cannot  be  estimated.  We  had 
already  broken  the  commaDications  of  the  enemy  in  Texas  with  Vicksburg  and 
Fort  Hudson. 

We  had  cut  off  all  supplies  and  means  of  transportation,  having  destrayed 
some  of  their  best  boats.  In  a  week  more  the  water  would  have  surrounded 
Port  Hadeon,  and  there  being  no  means  of  getting  away,  they  would  have  been 
obliged  to  evacuate  in  time.  We  hoped  iu  a  abort  time  to  force  this  thing  by 
getting  one  or  two  more  gnnboats  below,  and  troops  enough  to  land  close  to 
Fort  Hudson.  That  place  evacuated.  General  Banks  could  have  ascended  the 
river.  The  department  has  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Colonel  Charles  R. 
Ellet  and  Lieutenant  Gommander  George  Brown,  and  they  will,  I  am  sure,  do 
me  the  justice  to  say  that  my  plans  were  well  laid ;  the  object  contended  for 
was  a  very  important  one,  and  that  I  was  sufficiently  cautious  In  sending  down 
twelve  guns  to  contend  with  three.  ^-.  , 
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There  is  no  nse  to  conceal  the  iact,  but  this  hast  in  my  opinion,  been  the  mort 
humiliating  affair  that  has  occurred  during  this  rebellion ;  and  after  taking  h 
much  trouble  to  make  matters  Bure,  it  almost  dieheartene  me  and  puts  me  out  of 
the  conceit  of  sending  off  any  expedition,  unlesB  I  can  go  with  iC  I  certunlv 
bad  a  right  to  expect  that  two  Tessels,  carrving  twelve  gnna.  that  had  paawd 
all  the  batteriea  at  Vicksburg,  Warrenton,  Carthage,  and  other  places  im  ibe 
river,  could  manage,  between  them,  to  take  one  old  steamer,  or  dee  have  tbe 
wisdom  and  patriotism  to  destroy  their  Teasels,  even  if  they  had  to  go  with 
them. 

A  flag  of  trace  is,  I  believe,  coming  up,  and  I  shall  know  in  a  short  time 
whether  the  Indiauola  sunk,  or  whether  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  bkvc  her. 

A  terrific  explosion  oectured  last  night  in  the  direction  of  the  Indiauola.  aod 
my  only  hope  is  that  she  baa  beeu  blown  up. 

In  conclneioa,  had  the  Indiauola  thrown  off  her  coal  barges  and  mn  tip  etreain 
with  the  speed  ehe  is  reported  to  have,  she  could  have  disabled  both  the  nnu 
with  her  two  1 1-inch  guns  in  iron  casemates  before  either  of  them  could  g«t 
alongside  of  her.  They  tracked  her  along  from  point  to  point,  found  out  exactly 
how  she  was  operating,  aud  made  their  diepoBition  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POBTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittutippi  S^nadfon. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waskwgton,  D.  C. 


DelaHtd  r^ort  iif  Zuitfounl  OBnaaandtr  Otorgt  Brvan. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  May  28,  1863. 

Sib  :  At  ihSs,  my  earliest  opportunity,  I  respectfully  submit  to  the  depanment 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  United  States  steamer  Indiauola  while 
below  Vickabui^,  Mississippi ;  also,  the  particulars  of  tbe  engagement  with  the 
rebel  armed  rams  Queen  of  the  West  and  William  H.  Webb,  and  armed  cottoa- 
clad  steamers  Dr.  Batey  and  Grand  Era,  in  which  the  Indiauola  was  sunk  and 
her  officers  and  crew  mode  prisoners. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  comman^g 
Miesissippi  squadron,  I  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton  on  Hat 
night  of  the  13th  of  February  last,  having  in  tow  two  bailee  containing  aboal 
.seven  thousand  hushels  of  coal  each,  without  being  once  struck,  lUthoa^ 
eighteen  shots  were  fired,  all  of  which  passed  over  us. 

I  kept  on  down  the  river,  but,  owing  to  dense  fogs,  made  but  slow  pt«gres«. 
until  the  moming  of  the  16th,  when,  about  ten  miles  below  Natches,  I  met  the 
steamboat  Era  No.  5,  having  on  board  Colonel  Ellet,  of  the  ram  fleet,  and  a 

iiortion  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer  Queen  of  the  West  I  thrs 
earned  for  the  first  time  of  tbe  loss  of  that  boat,  and  after  consulting  with 
Colonel  Ellet  I  concluded  to  continue  on  down  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  tbe  Bed 
river.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  got  under  way,  the  Era  No.  5  lead- 
ing. On  nearing  Ellis's  clifis  the  Era  made  the  pre-arranged  Bignal  of  dan^ 
ahead,  soon  after  which  I  made  out  the  rebel  steamer  William  H.  Webb.  BiJore 
I  got  within  range  of  tbe  Webb  she  had  turned,  and  was  standing  down  stiean 
with  great  speed.  I  fired  two  shots  from  the  eleven-inch  guns,  but  both  feU 
short  of  her.  She  soon  ran  out  of  sight,  and  in  consequence  of  a  thick  fog  mI- 
tiug  in  I  could  not  continue  the' chase,  but  was  obliged  to  anchor. 

I  reached  the  month  of  the  Red  river  on  the  17di  of  February,  from  which 

time  until  tbe  Slst  of  same  month  I  maintuned  a  strict  blockade  at  that  point. 

I  could  procure  no  Red  river  pilots,  aud  therdbre  did  not  enter  that  rirrr. 
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The  Era  No.  5  being  unarmed,  and  harini  Beveral  prisoners  on  board,  Colonel 
Ellet  de<^ded  to  go  up  the  river  and  commuaicate  with  the  Bquadron,  and  Bailed 
.    at  DOon  on  the  I8th  of  the  same  month  for  that  purpose. 

On  learning  that  the  Queen  of  the  West  had  been  repaired  by  the  rebels  and 
m  nearly  ready  for  service,  also  that  the  William  H.  Webb  and  four  cotton- 
dad  boats  with  boarding  parties  on  board  were  fitting  oat  to  attack  the  Indian- 
ola,  I  left  the  Red  river  for  the  purpose  of  getting  cotton  to  fill  ap  the  space 
between  the  caaenute  and  wheel-houses,  so  as  to  be  better  able  to  repel  the 
boarding  parties. 

By  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  of  same  month  I  had  procured  as  much  cotton 
la  1  required,  and  concluded  to  keep  on  up  the  river,  thinking  that  I  would 
certainly  meet  another  boat  the  morning  following,  but  I  was  disappointed.  I 
ibea  concluded  to  communicate  with  the  squadron  as  soon  as  possible,  thinking 
ibai  Colonel  Ellet  had  not  reached  the  Bquadron,  or  that  Admiral  Porter  would 
eipect  me  to  retnm  when  I  found  that  no  other  boat  was  sent  below. 

I  kept  the  hnokers  of  the  Indianola  filled  with  coal,  and  would  have  anuk 
whftt  retnaiaed  in  the  barges ;  but  knowing  that  if  onoAier  boat  was  sent  below 
Vicksburg  I  would  be  expected  to  supply  her  with  coal,  I  concluded  to  hold  on 
'  to  the  barges  as  long  as  possible.  In  conseqaeuce  of  having  the  barges  along- 
side we  could  make  out  slow  progress  against  the  cunent ;  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  I  did  not  reach  Grand  Gulf  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  the  same 
month,  at  which  point  and  at  othera  above  we  were  fired  on  by  parties  on  shore. 
As  1  knew  that  it  wonld  be  as  much  as  X  could  do  to  get  by  the  Warrenton 
batteries  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  I  returned  the  fire  of  but  one  party. 
At  about  half-past  nine  p.  m.  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  the  night  being 
very  dark,  four  boats  were  discovered  in  chase  of  na.  I  immediately  cleared 
for  action,  and  as  soon  as  all  preparations  were  completed  I  turned  and  stood 
down  the  river  to  meet  them.  At  this  time  the  leading  vessel  was  about  three 
miles  below,  the  others  following  in  close  order.  Ab  we  neared  them  I  made 
tliem  oat  to  be  the  rams  Queen  of  the  West  and  William  H.  Webb,  and  two 
other  steamers,  cotlon-clad  and  filled  with  men. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  was  the  first  to  strike  us,  which  eho  did  after  passing 
throagb  the  cool  barge  lashed  to  our  port  side,  doing  us  no  serious  damage. 
Xext  came  the  Webb.  I  stood  for  her  at  full  speed  ;  both  vessels  came  together 
bowa  on,  with  a  tremendons  crash,  which  knocked  nearly  every  one  down  on 
board  of  both  vessels,  doing  no  damage  to  us,  while  the  Webb's  bow  was  cut  in 
at  least  eight  feet  extending  from  about  two  feet  above  the  water-line  to  the 
keelson. 

At  this  time  the  engagement  became  general  and  at  very  close  qoarten.  I 
devoted  but  little  attention  to  the  cotton-clad  steamers,  altnongh  they  kept  up 
i  heavy  fire  with  field-pieces  and  small-arms,  as  I  knew  that  everything  de- 
pended ou  my  disabling  the  rams.  The  third  blow  crushed  the  starboard 
barge,  leaving  parts  hanging  by  the  laehiugs,  which  were  speedily  cut.  The 
crew  of  the  Inaiaaola  nut  numbering  enough  men  to  man  both  batteries,  I  kept 
the  forward  gnne  manned  all  the  time,  and  fired  them  whenever  I  could  get  a 
shot  at  the  rams.  The  night  being  very  dark,  oui  aim  was  very  uncertain,  and 
otir  fire  proved  less  effective  than  I  thought  it  at  the  time.  The  peep-holes  in 
the  pilot-house  were  so  small  that  it  would  have  been  a  difficult  matter  to  have 
worked  the  vessel  from  that  place  in  daylight,  so  that  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment the  pilots  were  unable  to  aid  me  by  their  knowledge  of  the  river,  as  they 
were  nnable  to  see  anything.  Consequently  they  could  do  no  more  than  obey 
?nch  orders  as  they  receiv^  &omme  in  re^ird  to  working  the  engines  and  the 
heltn.  No  misunderstanding  occurred  in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  and  I 
was  enabled  to  receive  the  first  five  blows  frQm  the  rams  forward  of  the  wheels, 
and  at  such  angles  that  they  did  no  more  damage  than  to  start  the  plating  where 
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Tbe  Bixth  bloT  we  received  was  from  the  Webb,  wfaich  craebed  in  tbe  star- 
boord  wheel,  disabled  the  starboard  rudder,  aod  started  a  nnmber  of  leaks  abaft 
the  shaft.  Being  uaable  to  work  the  starboard  ennne,  placed  as  in  an  alnuMt 
powerless  condition  ;  but  I  contiuned  the  fight  until  after  we  received  the  kt- 
enth  blow,  which  was  given  ns  by  the  Webb.  She  stmck  us  fair  in  the  ateni. 
and  started  the  timbers  and  starboard  rudder  box  so  that  the  wat«r  poared  in  ia 
large  volumes.  At  this  time  I  knew  that  the  Indianola  could  be  of  no  matt 
service  to  ns,  and  my  desire  was  to  render  her  useless  to  the  enemy,  which  I 
did  by  keeping  her  in  deep  water  until  there  was  two  and  a  half  feet  of  witer 
over  the  floor,  and  the  leaks  were  increasing  rapidly  as  she  settled,  so  as  to 
bring  the  opening  made  by  the  Webb  under  water. 

Knowing  that  if  either  of  the  rams  strack  us  again  in  the  stem,  which  they 
then  bad  excellent  opportunities  of  doing  on  accoant  of  onr  disabled  condition, 
we  would  sink  so  suddenly  that  few  if  any  lives  wonld  be  saved,  I  succeeded 
in  running  her  bows  on  shore  by  starting  the  screw-engines.  As  further  resist- 
ance could  only  result  ip  great  loss  of  life  on  our  part,  without  a  correspondii^ 
result  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  surrendered  the  Indianola,  a  partially  sunken 
vessel,  fast  filling  with  water,  to  a  force  of  four  vessels,  moonlmg  ten  gone,  and  , 
manned  by  over  one  thousand  men. 

The  eng^ement  lacted  one  hour  and  twenty-seven  minutes.  I  lost  but  one 
killed,  one  wounded,  and  seven  missing;  while  the  enemy  lost  two  officers  and 
thirty-three  men  killed,  and  many  wounded.  Before  the  enemy  could  make 
any  preparntions  for  eadearoring  to  save  the  Indianola,  her  stem  was  under 
water.  Both  rams  were  bo  very  much  crippled,  that  I  doubt  whether  they 
would  have  tried  to  ram  again  had  not  their  last  blow  proved  so  btal  to  vi. 
Both  signal-books  were  thrown  in  the  river  by  me  a  few  minutes  before  the 
surrender. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  9-inch  guns  nf  the  Indianola  wei« 
thrown  overboard,  and  the  11-inch  guns  damaged  by  being  loaded  with  heavy 
charges  and  solid  shot,  placed  muzzle  to  mnzzle,  and  fired  oy  a  slow  match,  n 
.    that  they  were  rendered  useless. 

This  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  sham  Uonitor,  sent  fh)m  above,  having 
grounded  about  two  miles  above  the  wreck  of  the  Indianola. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEOEGE  BEOWN, 
Lieutettant  Commanding,  U.  S.  Narg. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  the  Naty,  Waikington,  D.  C. 


Expedititm  through  Steele'*  Bayou  and  Deer  Creek. 

Mississippi  BdUAnioN, 

Yaxoo  Rieer,  March  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  communication  with  the  department  I  have  been  absent 
on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy's  countiy,  or  that  part  which  he  profeeaes  to 
hold. 

1  have  for  some  time  post  been  under  the  impresrion  that,  by  cnttii^  oar 
way  through  the  woods,  (which  are  all  under  water,)  I  conld  find  an  entnnce 
into  the  river  Yassoo,  and  thos  get  into  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  without  Iom  ii 
life  or  vessels. 

In  consequence  of  this  idea,  and  from  information  obtained  &om  a  Mgiv,  1 
made  a  reconnoiasance  with  lieutenant  Commanding  Unrphy. 

We  started  np  Steele's  bayou,  which  at  low  stages  of  water  is  Dotbiag  bat  > 
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ditch,  following  it  ibr  abont  thirty  miles.     This  p&rt  of  the  route  was  perfectly 

SracticAble,  the  creek,  thoagh  very  narrow,  having  five  fatlioms  of  wat«r  in  it. 
Hack  bayou  seemed  to  oppose  our  flirther  progreas  ;  but,  on  a  closer  examina- 
^n,  we  found  that,  by  removing  the  trees,  wo  could  heave  the  vesselB  around 
the  bende,  which  were  veiy  short,  and  left  us  not  a  foot  to  epare. 

All  we  conld  hear  of  the  route  in  advance  was  very  favorable,  having  ob- 
tained aa  pilot  a  man  well  acquainted  with  the  country.  I  determined  to  start 
immediatdy,  having  made  arrangements  with  General  Grant  by  which  the  army 
could  co-operate  with  ns. 

On  the  14th  I  started  with  the  Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commander  Owen,  Cin- 
cinnati,  Ideutenaiit  Commauding  Bache,  Carondelet,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Murphy,  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Wilson,  Pittsburg,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Hoel,  four  mortars  and  four  tugs. 

The  expedition  went  along  finely  nntil  it  reached  Black  bayou,  a  place  about 
four  miles  long,  leading  into  Deer  creek.  Here  the  crews  of  the  vessels  had  to 
go  to  work  to  clear  the  way,  pulling  up  trees  by  tiie  roots  or  pushing  tbem  over 
with  the  iron-clods,  and  cutting  away  the  branches  above.  It  was  terrible 
work,  but  in  twenty-four  hours  we  succeeded  in  getting  through  these  foor 
miles,  and  found  ouiselves  in  Deer  creek,  where  we  were  told  there  would  be  no 
more  difiicnlties. 

General  Sherman  bad  arrived  np  with  a  small  portion  of  his  command  ;  and 
as  he  bad  only  twelve  miles  to  march  to  Rolling  Fork,  (where  we  would  meet 
with  no  further  difficulties,)  while  I  had  to  go  thirty-two  miles  by  water,  I  de- 
termined to  push  ou.  I  found  the  channel  much  narrower  than  I  expected, 
filled  with  small  willows,  through  which  we  could  scarce  make  our  way,  and 
tbe  branches  much  overhanging.  Still  we  made  at  first  about  a  mile  an  hour, 
being  assured  by  the  pilot  that  we  would  find  it  better  as  we  advanced.  It  cer- 
tainly could  not  get  worse. 

We  had  sncce^ed  in  getting  well  into  the  heart  of  tbe  country  before  we 
were  discovered.  No  one  would  believe  that  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  vessel 
could  get  through  Black  bayou,  or  anywhera  on  the  route.  Btill,  however,  as 
we  molested  no  one,  the  inhabitants  looked  on  in  wonder  and  astonishment,  and 
the  negroes  flocked  in  hundreds  down  to  the  banks  of  the  creek  to  see  the  novel 
sight.  Soon  we  wero  discovered  by  the  governmeot  agent,  who  immediately 
began  to  apply  the  toroh  to  the  cotton,  public  and  private.  All  along,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  see,  there  was  nothing  but  cotton  fires  bnmine  np,  and  many 
dwellings  consuming  with  it.  Tbe  only  persons  who  saved  their  cotton  were 
those  who  would  not  obey  the  order  to  bum.  They  felt  confident  we  were  not 
going  to  molest  their  private  property,  and  their  confidence  saved  them  their 
cotton,  which  is  still  in  their  possession. 

It  was  melancholy  to  see  such  fanatical  destruction ;  but  as  we  abstained  from 
anything  of  the  kind  ourselves,  it  placed  the  two  parties  in  strong  contrast  be-  * 
fore  the  people  of  the  country,  and  there  wero  many  remarks  made  not  at  all 
complimentary  to  the  confederate  government. 

Finding  that  our  presence  was  discovered,  I  pushed  on  the  vessels  as  fast  as 
the  obstacles  would  permit,  not  making  more  than  half  a  mile  an  hour.  We 
were  passing  through  a  beautiful  country,  filled  with  live  stock  of  all  kinds,  and 
containing  large  granaries  of  com  belonging  to  the  confederate  government.  The 
people  were  more  than  surprised  at  the  presence  of  such  an  expedition,  having 
supposed  themselves  far  removed  froiA  the  "  horrors  of  war,"  and  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  some  who  never  supposed  they 
wonid  be  under  the  protection  of  the  American  flag  once  more. 

After  very  great  labor  we  arrived  within  seven  miles  of  tbe  Boiling  Fork, 
where  everything  would  be  plain  sailing  before  us. 

We  were  here  informed  that  some  confederate  agents,  and  some  of  the  citi- 
zens, were  foroing  the  negroes  to  cut  down  trees  in  oar  path.    I  immediately 
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pushed  on  the  tug  Thutle,  which  had  a  boat  howitxer  on  her,  and  she  succeeded 
m  reachiag  the  first  tree  before  it  was  cut  down.  She  proceeded  on,  under* 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Mniribf ,  while  I  followed  in  the  Carondelel, 
the  leading  ship.  The  enemy  Bucceeded  at  last  in  getting  a  large  tree  down, 
which  stopped  the  progress  of  the  tug,  and  then  the  negroes,  with  maekets  at 
their  breasts,  were  made  to  ply  their  axes  until  the  creek  waa  supposed  to  be 
sealed  against  our  further  advance. 

The  labor  of  clearing  out  these  obatructions  was  very  great,  but  there  ia 
nothing  that  cannot  be  oyercome  by  perseverance.  The  character  of  the  Amn- 
ican  sailors  for  endurance  was  particularly  manifested  on  this  occasion,  aa  ^ey 
worked  night  and  day,  without  eating  or  sleeping,  until  the  labor  was  accom- 
plished. 

I  hoped  by  this  time  to  have  seen  something  of  oar  armT  coming  on,  but 
they  had  their  difficnlties  to  contend  with,  as  well  as  ourselTcs,  and  did  not 
reach  as  in  time.  The  transportation  could  not  be  procured  at  a  momeu'i 
notice,  and  we  had  gone  on  faster  than  they  expected. 

When  within  three  milpa  of  Boiling  Fork  we  discovered  smoke  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Yazoo  river,  and  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  were  already  landing 
troops  to  dispute  our  passage.  I  did  not  mind  the  troops  so  much  as  tiie  limbtf 
they  would  cut  in  Boiling  Fork.  T  immediately  sent  on  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Murphy,  with  two  boat  howitzers  and  300  men,  to  bold  Rolling  Fork 
until  we  could  cover  it  with  our  guns;  which  he  did,  occupying  also  an  Induin 
mound  some  sixty  feet  high,  which  commanded  the  whole  country. 

AAer  working  all  night  and  clearing  out  the  obstmctions,  which  were  terrible, 
we  succeeded  in  getting  within  800  yards  of  the  end  of  this  troublesome  creek; 
had  only  two  or  three  lai^  trees  to  remove,  and  one  apparently  short  and  easy 
lane  of  willows  to  work  through.  The  men  being  much  worn  out,  we  rested 
at  sunset. 

In  the  morning  we  commenced  with  renewed  vigor  to  work  ahead  thiongli 
the  willows,  but  our  progress  was  very  slow;  the  lithe  trees  defied  our  utmost 
efibrls  to  get  hy  them,  and  we  had  to  go  to  work  and  pull  them  up  separately, 
or  cut  them  off  nnder  water,  which  wa«  a  most  tedious  job.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  bad  collected  and  landed  about  800  men  and  seven  pieces  of  ard- 
lery,  (from  SO  to  30-pounderB,}  which  were  firing  on  our  field-piecea  from  time 
to  time,  the  latter  not  having  range  enough  to  reach  them. 

I  was  also  informed  that  the  enemy  were  cutting  down  trees  in  our  rear  to 
prevent  communication  by  water,  and  also  to  prevent  our  escape;  this  looked 
unpleasant.  I  knew  that  5,000  men  had  embarked  at  Haines's  Bluff  for  this 
place  immediately  they  heard  that  we  were  attempting  to  go  through  that  way. 
end,  as  our  troops  had  not  cume  up,  I  considered  it  unwise  to  nsk  the  leaft 
thing ;  at  all  events,  never  to  let  my  commanication  be  closed  behind  me.  1  waj 
,  somewhat  strengthened  in  my  determination  to  advance  no  further  until  n-ea- 
forced  by  land  forces,  when  the  enemy  at  sunset  opened  on  us  a  cross  fire  wiifa 
six  or  seven  rifled  guns,  planted  somewhere  ofi*  in  the  woods,  where  we  could 
see  nothing  but  the  smoke.  It  did  not  take  us  long  to  dislodge  them,  tbongfa  a 
large  part  of  the  crew  being  on  shore  at  the  time,  we  could  not  fire  over  tboa 
or  until  they  got  on  hoard. 

I  saw  at  once  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter  with  a  constant  Sn  on  our 
working  parties,  and  no  prospect  at  present  of  the  troops  getting  along.  I  had 
received  a  letter  from  General  Sherman  informing  me  of  the  difficulties  in  gettiog 
forward  his  men,  he  doing  bis  utmost,  I  know,  to  expedite  matters. 

The  news  of  the  falling  trees  in  our  rear  was  brought  in  frequently  by 
negroes  who  were  pressed  into  the  service  for  cnt^g  them,  and  I  Iwsitatcd  no 
longer  about  what  to  do.  We  dropped  down  again,  unshipped  our  rudder,  and 
let  the  veesels  rebound  from  tree  to  tree. 

Aa  we  lef^  the  enemy  took  poesessioa  of  the  Indian  monnd.  and  m  tke  ntant- 
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in^  opened  fire  on  the  Ca.rondelet,  Lieutenant  Mnrpliy,  and  GincinnKti,  Lieuten- 
&i)t  Bache;  these  two  ahipe  aoon  eilenced  the  batteries,  and  we  were  no  longer 
annoyed. 

The  sbarpahootera  hung  about  ua,  firing  from  behind  trees  and  rifle-pits;  bnt 
with  due  precantion  we  had  very  few  hnrt— only  fire  wounded  by  rifle  balls, 
and  they  were  hurt  by  being  imprudent. 

On  the  31st  we  fell  in  with  Colonel  Smith,  commanding  8th  Missouri  and 
Ather  parta  of  regiraenta ;  we  were  quite  pleased  to  see  him,  as  I  never  knew 
before  now  much  the  comfort  and  anfety  of  iron-clada,  situated  a 


pended  on  the  soldiers.  I  had  already  aent  out  behind  a  force  of  300  men  t< 
stop  the  felling  of  trees  in  our  rear,  which  Colonel  Smith  now  took  charge  ot 
The  enemy  hut  already  felled  over  forty  heavy  trees,  which  Lieutenant  Com- 


laoder  Owen,  in  the  Louisville,  working  night  and  day,  cleared  away  almoat 
fast  enough  to  permit  ua  to  meet  with  no  delay. 

Colonel  Smith's  force  was  not  enough  to  justify  my  making  another  efibrt  to 
get  through ;  he  had  no  artillery,  and  would  frequently  have  to  leave  the  vesaela 
in  following  the  roads. 

On  the  23d  we  came  to  a  bend  in  the  river,  where  the  enemy  suppoaed  they 
had  blockaded  us  completely,  having  cut  a  number  of  trees  altogetheT,  and  so 
intertwined  that  it  aeemed  irapoaaible  to  move  them.  The  Louisville  was  at 
work  at  them,  pulling  them  up,  when  we  diacovered  about  three  thousand  rebeia 
attempting  to  pass  the  edge  of  the  wooda  to  our  rear,  while  the  negroes  reported 
artillery  coming  up  on  our  quarter. 

"We  were  all  ready  for  them,  and  when  the  artillery  opened  on  us  we  opened 
each  a  fire  on  them  that  they  acarcely  waited  to  hitch  up  their  horses.  At  the 
same  time  the  retiel  soldiera  fell  in  with  Colonel  Smith's  troops,  and  after  a  sharp 
skinnisb  fled  before  the  fire  of  our  aoldiere.  After  this  we  were  troubled  no 
more,  and  dropped  down  quietly  until  we  fell  in  with  General  Sherman,  who, 
hearing  the  firing,  was  hurrying  to  our  support.  I  do  not  know  when  I  felt 
more  pleased  to  see  that  gallant  officer,  for  without  the  aeaiatance  of  the  troops 
1VC  could  not  without  great  1<mb  have  performed  the  arduous  work  of  dearinr 
oat  the  obstiiictions.  We  might  now  have  retraced  our  ateps,  but  we  were  all 
-worn  out.  The  officers  and  men  had  for  six  days  and  nighta  been  constantly  at 
work,  or  Bleeping  at  the  guns.  We  bad  lost  our  coal  barge,  and  the  provision 
vessel  could  not  get  through,  being  too  high  for  such  purpoaea. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  1  thought  it  aest  to  undertake  nothing 
further,  without  being  better  prepared,  and  we  finally,  on  the  24th,  arrived  at 
Hill's  plantation,  the  place  we  started  from  on  the  I6th. 

Altogether  thia  baa  been  a  moat  novel  expedition  Never  did  those  people 
expect  to  see  iron-clads  floating  where  the  keel  of  a  flatboat  never  passed. 
Though  nothing  has  resulted  from  it  more  than  annoying  the  enemy  and  caus- 
ing him  to  expend  hie  reaoorces,  it  has  been  of  great  aervice  to  the  crewa,  and 
given  me  an  ioaight  into  the  character  of  the  commandere  and  officers  of  the 
expedition.  I  must  say  that  they  deserve  my  warmest  commendation  for  the 
pereeverance  and  coolness  they  exhibited  during  the  arduous  undertaking.  As 
to  the  iron-clads  themselves,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  everything  I  may  have  said 
to  their  disparagement,  for  I  never  yet  saw  vessels  ao  well  adapted  to  knocking 
(ioi«n  trees,  hauling  them  up  by  the  roots,  or  demolishing  bridges;  we  neces- 
earily  destroyed  all  that  came  in  our  way,  and  it  has  cut  off  for  the  present  all 
the  means  of  transporting  provisions  to  Vicksbuig. 

We  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  confederate  corn,  captured  a  large  number 
ctf  mnles,  horses,  and  cattle.  The  rebels  themselves  burnt  over  twenty  thousand 
bales  of  cotton,  and  we  burnt  all  that  we  found  marked  0.  S.  A.;  nave  taken 
on  onr  decks,  and  on  the  mortar  boats,  enough  to  pay  for  the  building  of  a  good 
gunboat. 
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The  Boldiers  enjoyed  the  ezctureton  amadngly,  the  fine  conntiy  throu^ 
which  we  travelled  being  quite  different  from  the  swamp  where  they  haTe  epent 
the  winter.  Had  we  succeeded  entirely,  it  would  have  been  s  severe  blow  to 
this  part  of  the  country ;  but  it  was  not  to  be,  and  we  must  console  onnehH 
with  the  damage  we  did  the  enemy  and  tbe  moral  effect  of  penetiating  into  a 
country  deemed  inaccessible.  There  will  be  no  more  planting  in  tho«e  t^oDi 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  The  able-bodied  negroes  left  with  our  anny,  earryinE 
with  them  all  the  stores  laid  up  by  their  masters  (for  whom  they  ahowed  littk 
affection)  for  harder  times.  I  regret  to  say  that  we  lost  one  officer,  Henry  Sal- 
livan,  acting  third  aesistant  engineer  of  the  tug  Dahlia,  who  was  struck  -by  ■ 
rifle  shot  and  died  of  his  wounds.  Only  two  were  severely  wonoded.  The 
boats  of  some  of  the  veesela  were  badly  damaged  (which  was  about  the  only 
serious  injuries)  in  crashing  through  the  trees.  , 

We  performed  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  each  way,  making  one  hmidi«d 
and  forty  miles  of  the  most  severe  labor  officers  and  men  ever  went  throng 
We  found  our  new  mortar  boats  [though  badly  built)  well  adapted  for  this  kind 
of  bnsinese,  and  very  useful  in  clearing  the  woods  of  sharpshooters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miti*$ippi  Sytt^rtm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navg.  WtukingUm,  D.  C. 


I  look  upon  it  ns  a  great  misfortune  that  this  expedition  did  not  get  tbroDgh. 
for  it  would  have  been  a  most  perfect  surprise;  would  have  thrown  into  out 
hands  every  vessel  in  the  Yazoo,  and  every  granary  from  which  the  rel-eb 
could  draw  a  sum>ly. 

The  great  difficuJty  seems  to  have  been  for  want  of  more  promptness  b 
moving  the  troops,  or  rather  I  should  say,  want  of  means  for  the  moi-ing  t.1 
troops,  for  there  were  never  yet  any  two  men  who  would  labor  harder  th.ia 
Qenerals  Grant  and  Sherman  to  forward  an  expedition  for  the  overthrow  vi 
Vicksburg. 

At  one  time  I  felt  most  uncomfortable,  finding  the  enemy  increasing  in 
strength  in  front  of  mc,  cutting  down  trees  behind  me,  and  in  front  a  chance  ■n" 
blocking  up  the  feeders  of  the  canal  and  letting  the  water  out,  and  not  a  s<>lui<-; 
of  ours  in  sight,  or  (by  the  answers  I  received  to  my  communication)  any  pn."^ 
pect  of  any  coming  in  time  tn  prevent  a  landing  of  the  enemy.  I  never  kn<* 
how  helpless  a  thing  an  ironclad  could  he  when  unsupported  by  troops ;  i-u.' 
guns  were  three  feet  below  the  levee  ;  the  woods  stood  just  far  enough  back  I.'' 
enable  the  sharpshooters  to  pick  off  our  men,  without  our  being  able  to  boiLtr 
them,  except  with  the  mortars,  which  kept  them  off. 

When  the  army  did  come  up  it  was  without  pronsions ;  we  had  to  snU-i-i 
them  partly.  They  left  their  artillery  at  Hill's  landing,  to  protect  that  fia^- 
and  I  felt  uneasy  about  ihem  whenever  they  would  get  away  from  the  pto- 
of  the  irou-clads.  Under  the  circumstances  I  could  not  afford  to  risk  a  sin^-- 
vessel,  and  therefore  abandoned  the  expedition.  I  knew  the  difficulties  it>  U 
overcome  ahead  after  we  were  once  discovered,  and  the  impossibility  of  duir: 
anything  with  the  want  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  army  to  follow  ihi- 


matter  np.     The  army  officers  worked  like  horses  to  enable  them  to  accoBt- 

K'iah  what  was  desired,  but  tbey  were  behind  lime,  and  that  ended  the  maiur- 
0  other  general  could  have  done  better,  or  as  well,  as  Sherman,  but  he  had 
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With  the  end  of  this  fxpedilion  end  all  xny  hopes  of  getting  mto  Vicksborg 
in  this  direction;  had  we  heen  Bncccssful,  we  could  have  made  a  sure  thing  of 
it)  provided  the  anDj  had  heen  pushed  on  in  sufficient  numbers.  It  is  not 
likely  that  they  would  have  been,  want  of  a  certain  kind  of  transportation 
being  felt. 

All  we  can  do  here  now  ia  to  harass  the  enemy  by  keeping  his  troopa  moving 
to  and  ^ ;  they  will  never  a^ain  be  caught  by  surprise,  for  after  this  attempt 
they  will  guard  every  ditch  leading  into  the  Yazoo. 

As  to  any  harm  that  gunboats  can  do  Viekaburg,  it  is  not  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  at  all ;  the  batteries  at  that  place  could  destroy  four  times  the 
namher  we  have  here,  and  not  receive  any  damage  ia  rcturd. 

There  is  but  one  thing  ^ow  to  be  done,  and  that  is  to  start  an  army  of  150,000 
men  from  Memphis  via  Granada,  and  let  them  go  supplied  with  everything 
required  to  take  Vicksburg;  let  tdl  minor  considerations  give  way  to  this,  and 
Vicksburg  will  be  ours.  Had  General  Grant  not  turned  back  when  on  the  way 
to  Granada,  he  would  have  been  in  Vickebnrg  before  this. 

Admiral  Farragnt's  vessels  can  cut  off  the  supplies  at  Fort  Hudson  and  Bed 
river  if  he  confines  them  solely  to  that  business — it  is  the  only  way  in  the 
world  of  their  getting  supplies;  but  if  he  risks  his  vessels  by  trying  to  capture 
the  Qneen  of  the  West  or  the  Webb,  he  might  as  well  not  attempt  the  blockade. 

The  Yazoo  Pass  expedition  at  first  bid  fair  to  do  well,  but  I  am  afraid  it 
won't  amount  to  much — merely  a  kind  of  duel  between  batteries  and  iron-clads, 
in  which  shell  and  powder  are  expended  without  any  use. 

Though  I  feel  relieved  to  get  back  safe  with  all  the  vessels,  yet,  sir,  I  see  the 
misfortune  of  not  having  succeeded.     It  would  have  been  a  splendid  performance. 

Now  we  must  console  ourselves  with  the  damage  we  did  the  enemy,  in  having 
bis  cotton  bnmed  and  his  com  and  live  stock  destroyed.  The  demoralization 
of  the  negroes  was  complete,  and  I  much  fear  that  terrible  scenes  will  be  en- 
acted in  the  district  through  which  we  went.  The  slave  there  has  been  told 
that  be  ia  free,  and  more  than  any  place  that  I  have  seen  do  the  slaves  seem 
determined  to  maintain  what  to  them  seems  a  most  precious  boon.  I  do  not 
blame  them,  for  slavery  exists  in  its  worst  form  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  sending  you  so  long  a  commnnication. 
Very  rcspectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

UAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cofn'dg  Mistissippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathijigton,  D.  C. 


Yazoo  Pass  ExpsorTiON,  TJ,  S.  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  March  26,  18C3. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
Ffwter,  of  the  Gbillicothe,  and  one  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith.  The 
Yazoo  Pass  expedition  does  not  seem  to  be  doing  much  beyond  cxchan^ng 
shots  with  the  batteries.  The  Chillicothe,  from  all  accounts,  has  proved  her- 
self unfit  to  engage  a  battery,  the  bolts  confining  the  iron  to  the  ship  having 
been  found  very  destructive  to  those  on  board.  The  Chillicothe  has  suffered  a 
good  deal  in  killed  and  wounded,  aa  will  appear  by  the  report  of  her  commander. 

liieutenant  Commander  Smith,  who  commanded  the  Yazoo  Paaa  expedition, 
was  taken  sick  soon  after  entering  the  Tallahatchie  and  after  operations  com- 
menced, and  was  sent  back  in,  I  fear,  a  dying  condition.  1  depended  a  good 
deal  on  his  energy  in  carrying  out  my  orders,  for  the  success  of  di,e  cxpedl- 
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tioa.     Unlesa  the  fort  is  takcu  before  this,  General  Grant  hae  ordered  the  tnrapf 
to  retam.     They  have  only  retarded  our  morementB  bo  far,  there  being  no 
chance  of  landing  them  at  the  place  where  the  rebels  hare  blockaded  the  titit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfnlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MiuUtippi  SqtuxdrM. 
Hon.  Gideon  WfiLLEa, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WathingCoft,  D.  C. 


Rrport  i>f  LuuttBant  (7DRUiianilcr  Watton  SmUJl. 

Unitkd  States  Ship  Rattlbb. 

Tallahatchie  River,  March  11,  1S63. 

Sir  :  Stood  on  this  morning  to  within  a  mile  of  the  battery,  and  went  ahead 
with  Genera]  Rush,  in  the  Chillicotbe,  to  observe.  A  turn  brought  us  witbin 
view  of  the  enemy's  works ;  almost  immediately  they  opened  fire  from  fivr 
guns.  One  shell  struck  the  Cbillicothe  on  the  starboiud  side  of  the  starboarl 
forward  port,  damaging  the  plate,  and  breaking  and  starting  several  boltc; 
another  strack  on  l£e  port  side,  ahead,  six  inches  above  water — a  conical  ridr 
shot,  making  as  great  an  indentation  as  possible  without  breaking  through; 
another  glanced  from  the  deck.  Captain  Foster,  in  reply,  threw  three  shvlif 
from  bis  11-incb  guns.  With  this  knowledge  of  their  strength  and  position,  «e 
then  turned  the  point  until  covered  by  the  trees,  and  arranged  to  advance  a^ 
Boon  as  the  army  should  report  ready,  which  would  not  be  until  morning.  Id 
the  afternoon  the  rebels  appeared  to  oe  shipping  cattle  and  goods  from  the  bat- 
tery, which  we  believed  to  be  indications  that  they  were  prepariog  to  leave. 

Advanced  tbe  Chillicotbe,  the  De  Kalb  following,  the  Lioness  in  readinef«. 
and  was  about  to  bring  np  the  Battler,  but  going  on  board  the  Chillicotbe,  found 
her  already  much  injured  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  one  of  which  etrack  be- 
tween the  slide-covera  of  the  port  forward  port,  which  was  at  the  time  suffi- 
ciently ajar  to  allow  tbe  rammer  handle  to  pass  out.  The  men  were  in  the  aO 
of  sending  the  shell  down,  when  this  shell  striking  tbe  Chillicotbe's  shell,  botb 
e:[p1oded,  (fragments  of  each  being  found, )  killing  two  men,  and  wounding  elevtc 
others,  three  of  tbem  perhaps  mortally.  The  11-inch  was  struck  on  the  mmzlr. 
damaging,  but  not  disabling  it;  the  slide-covers  of  thb  port  were  blown  off.  oD'- 
going  overbnard.  Other  shots  struck,  killing  one  man.  The  Chillicotbe  ani 
De  Kalb  were  strengthening  themselves  with  cotton  when  advanced,  and  I  now 
withdrew  them  for  the  purpose  of  completing  that  defence.  The  abort  diataoK- 
nnd  the  stream  being  narrow,  prevents  the  easy  use  of  two  vessels  upon  th' 
fort.  I  have,  therefore,  lauded  the  30-ponnder  Parrott  gun  from  the  broad^iil-' 
of  this  vessel;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  troops,  expect  to  have  it  in  posi- 
tion to  annoy  the  rebels'  best  gim,  at  about  six  hundred  yards,  by  moming,  ami 
well  protected  by  cotton  and  earth.  Of  the  seven  shells  fired  by  the  ChilUcotlic. 
two  appeared  to  burst  well,  and  two  to  strike  a  steamboat  lying  jast  beyond  the 
fort  below  Greenwood.  There  is  a  steamer  sunk  there  by  the  rebels,  not  qnh' 
in  position  desired  by  them. 

A  rebel  called  over  this  afternoon,  stating  that  they  had  a  vessel  nady  f'^ 
the  Chillicotbe.  She  will  be  gnarded,  and,  u  boarded,  will,  if  possible,  be  s*e% 
by  our  own  vessels,  her  crew  going  below.  This  is  different  from  eiMgio; 
with  head  up  stream.  The  Cbillicothe  works  well,  but  the  De  Kalb  anatuhr: 
stem-wheels  are  very  awkward.  The  base  of  a  rifle  shell,  meaaurine  6|  iBcfa•^'. 
shows  the  6ize  of  one  of  their  guns;  another  seems  like  a  sixty-ei^t;  aaotb^ 
a  4^inch  rifle. 
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Mr.  Morton,  the  pilot,  was  badly  blown  by  the  explosion  of  the  ahelb  on  board 
the  Ohillicothe;  be  is  not  aeriously  injured,  and  will  soon  be  on  duty. 

I  Bhall  uue  all  the  means  we  have  of  silencing  this  battery — the  mortar,  with 
the  others,  when  it  arrives.  The  Chillicothe's  turret  is  not  well  hacked;  neither 
she  nor  the  De  Kalb  can  stand  those  rifled  shot. 

I  have  not  ascertained  sofficiently  about  the  raft  to  speak  of  it  with  certainty. 

My  letter  of  yesterday  acquaints  you  with  our  situation  as  regards  provisions 
aod  foel.  Those  of  us  that  are  but  partly  manned  feel  the  want  of  men;  the 
soldiers  serve  the  guns  well,  but  the  others  are  needed.  It  is  with  difficulty 
that  the  small  boats  can  be  manned. 

The  small  army  steamer  has  arrived,  not  having  been  interfered  with  by 
gaerillae. 

Midnight. — The  rebels  are  busy  at  something;  don't  think  they  are  leaving. 
The  Yallabusha  is  probably  fortified  at  each  blufF,  as  they  feared  for  Granada. 
I  am  obliged  to  keep  steam  now  at  night,  which  is  exhansting  to  the  coal. 
KespeclfuUy  yours, 

WATSON  SMITH, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  MitHi$ippi  Squadron. 


Rtport  «/  LinJaumt  Cbnmonder  Jatna  P.  FiMtr. 

United  States  GrNHOAT  Ghillicothe, 
Tallahatchie  River,  Mittistippi,  March  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  When  1  last  wrote  yon,  a  retrograde  movement  was  unanimously  agreed 
upon,  it  being  hazardous  to  remain  longer.  This  movement  was  postponed, 
but,  on  the  morning  of  the  I9th  instant,  was  reagreed  upon,  and  we  storied  for 
Helena  in  the  perfect  belief  that  there  was  no  hope  of  reducing  Fort  Greenwood 
(or  Pemberton)  without  a  strong  re-enforcement  of  heavy  iron-clads. 

Sinc«  our  departure  (to-day)  we  have  met  on  the  Tallahatchie  river  General 
Qnimby  and  his  command  en  route  for  Fort  Greenwood.  General  Quimby 
states  to  me  that  other  large  land  forces  were  on  their  way  also  to  join  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Greenwood,  and  that  his  forces  and  armament  would  be  such, 
that  with  the  gunboats  of  the  Mississippi  squadron,  composing  the  Yazoo  Pass 
expedition,  failure  is  impoeeihle,  in  his  opinion.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  his  letter 
of  request,  and  wliilo  I  feel  the  responsibility,  without  consulting  you  of  it, 
being  impossible,  I  still  feel  and  hope  that,  in  complying  with  General  Quiinby's 
request,  I  shall  meet  your  hearty  approval,  notwitstanding  the  disabled 
condition  of  the  Chillicoihe,  and  the  shortness  of  ammunition  and  provisions; 
the  latter.  General  Quimby  promises  to  furnish  for  the  present.  It  is  proper 
foi  me  to  say  that  General  Ross,  with  whom  the  gunboats  have  heretofore  been 
co-operatiug,  and  who,  during  the  whole  expedition,  has  been  indefatigable  in 
hie  exertions  to  render  it  Bucccssful,  had  it  been  possible  with  the  forces  before 
engaged,  remains  quiet,  but  thinks  we  can  take  the  fort  if  re-enforced  by 
gunboats.  • 

From  my  knowledge  of  General  Ross,  I  have  to  say  that  I  believe  him  to  be 
as  sincere  as  I  know  him  to  be  magnanimous  and  brave.  Colonel  Wilson  joins 
in  the  renewal  of  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  and  from  his  known  engineering 
abilities,  and  his  well-established  patriotism,  I  can  but  accord  to  his  opinion 
great  weight. 

I  hope  that  the  expedition  will  redound  to  our  cause,  and  I  fervently  hope  to 
despatch  to  you  that  the  gunboats  of  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  in  conJunctiiMi 
with  the  army,  have  added  other  laiuels  to  onr  flag.  loli' 
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After  we  p«SB  Fort  Greenwood,  if  not  before,  I  think  it  will  be  abuliitel^ 
neceaBai7  to  our  perfect  succeBs  to  have  at  least  two  more  heavy  irrtn-dadi. 
Two  months'  provisionB  are  required  now  for  what  gunboats  are  hen  of  all 
claseee. 

I  regret  to  eaj  that  I  hare  just  heard  pretty  reliably  that  the  Battler,  a 
raUe  for  Helena,  and  in  command  of  ActiuK  Vaster  Fentress,  late  execntiTe 
officer  of  the  Battler,  was  attacked  in  the  Tallahatchie  river,  and  dnrii^  the 
action  lost  two  men  killed  and  several  wounded.  I  also  regret  to  say  thu 
Lientenant  Commander  Smith  was  said  to  be  dying. 

The  wounded  of  the  Cbillicothe,  in  the  actions  of  the  11th,  13th,  and  16th. 
that  have  been  retained  here,  ore  doing  well.  I,  however,  sent  the  worst  ctrtt 
to  the  fleet  surgeon,  except  the  wouud(^  soldiers  doing  duty  as  marines.  TIkm 
latter  I  sent  to  the  army  hoBpital  boat.  I  will  remain  off  Fort  Oreenwood  ten 
days,  and  await  your  answer  to  former  despatches. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  F08TEB, 

Lieutenant  Comtiutnder. 
Acting  BAar-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Miitiaiippi  Squadron.  ' 


LM^  hUtd  and  KOVuU  on  board  tin  ChOliBBilu 

Unitbd  States  Kississipfi  Sqdadhon, 
United  State*  QiMboat  Chillieothe,  March  II,  1863. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  action  of  ta-dav'. 
J.  F.  Sforton,  pilot,  wounded;    Thos.   Greenslade,  quarter-gunner,  killed; 
Jerry  Norton,  marine,  killed  ;  Jno.  Gr.  Singleton,  marine,  kilted ;  Jno.  Hender- 
son, marine,  killed  ;    Henry  B.  Levagne,  boatswain's  mate,  wounded  ;  Newtoo 
Porter,  marine,  wounded  ;  Jos.  U.  Young,  marine,  wounded  ;  Jas.  F.  HoUaday. 
marine,  wounded ;    Patrick  Conner,  marine,  wounded  ;    Boht.  Brown,  marine, 
wounded;    J.  A.  Briton,  marine,  wounded;    C.  C.  Bu£  marine,  wounded: 
Stephen  K.  Cornell,  Beamsn,  wounded. 

W.  C.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Atnttant  Surgton. 


lilt  ^  (it  ihhmM  m  boari  Uu  Vmifi  StaUt  ptmAoat  CkOtioQlht,  m  tit  aeUm  Atfbia  Art  Onm- 
uood.  M  ManK  13,  1863. 

Francis  0 'Neil,  landsman,  wounded  badly  in  arm;  Leopold  Trost,  marine, 
wounded  in  the  face ;  Roney  Hnpple,  ecaman,  contusion  of  the  hand;  John 
Uitchell,  seaman,  violent  contusion  of  brain  ;  D.  Miller,  marine,  wounded  in  tht 
hand ;  Harrison  Gill,  landsman,  wound  of  the  hand. 

W.  C.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Aetittant  Surgeon,  CkiUieoAt. 


John  Young,  seaman,  wounded  in  nght  side  ;  Christopher  Talbot,  cabin  faoy. 
woonded,  by  falling  overboard,  as  we  were  going  into  action. 

W.  C.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Ainilanl  Surgeon.  United  Statei  .Vary. 
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SefOTt  t^  killed  mmd  Komded  n  lit  OUtltr. 

United  States  Mississipfi  Suuadron, 

Yazoo  River,  April  7,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed  wid  wounded  on  board 
the  United  States  steamer  Battler,  on  her  pasMge  ont  of  the  Tallahatcfaie  riTer, 
March  19,  1S63. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D,  POETEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuitippi  Squadron, 
Hon.  QiDBOX  Wbllss, 

Secretary  t^  the  Navy,  Watkington,  D.  C. 


United  States  Steaheb  Battlbb, 

Tallahatchie  River,  March  19,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  killed  and  wooaded  aboard 
this  Teasel : 

KiVrd, — Jeremiah  Huxin^n,  seaman  ;  ball  paaaing  through  external  caro- 
tid artery. 

Wounded. — George  S.  West,  acting  eneigti  ;  ball  entered  left  side,  between 
Dtntb  and  tenth  ribe,  passing  ronnd  anterior  to  the  bowels,  lodging  below  right 
nipple.     The  patient  will  recover. 

RespectfaUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WILSON, 
Acting  Atnatant  Surgeon,  Steamer  Rattler. 
Walter  E.  H-  Fentress, 

Acting  Matter,  Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Rattler. 


Exlraet  from  report  if  Rtar-Adntirml  Porter. 

Tazoo  River,  April  II,  1863. 

The  Taaoo  Pass  expedition  has  done  harm  to  the  enemy,  thongh  not  aa  anc- 
cessful  as  I  intended  it  to  be.  It  caused  the  enemy  to  ei^  the  Star  of  the 
West,  Magnolia,  and  Natchei — three  of  their  best  vessels.  The  squadron 
chased  the  steamer  Thirty-fifth  Parallel  on  shore,  where  she  was  burnt,  with 
three  thousand  bales  of  cotton.  One  steamer  transport  was  sunk  by  our  shells, 
and  one  other,  I  believe,  destroyed  to  avoid  falling  into  our  hands. 

The  fort  (Pemberton)  was  silenced  at  one  time  by  our  gunboats,  and  re- 
mained so  for  a  day.     The  army  did  not  think  themselves  strong  enough  to  at- 
tempt the  assault;  waited  for  re-enforcements  and  lost  thedr  chance. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miitittippi  Squadron. 
Hoa  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  Wdehingtait,  D.  C. 
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ArtAtr  nfcH  y  Acting  Rtar-Aimnl  Porter, 

Mississippi  SauADBON, 

Yasoo  Rica-,  April  13,  1863. 
Sm :  I  bare  the  bonor  to  enclose  yon  &  report  of  the  Yszoo  Pass  expedition, 
from  Lieutenant  Commander  Foeter,  ivho  took  command  after  Lientenuit  Com- 
mander Watson  Smith  woa  obliged  to  give  np  from  extreme  illnesB. 

The  depaitment  will  observe  that  the  Gbillicothe  baa  proved  herwlf  en- 
tirely nnfit  for  a  fighting  veesel,  a^  ebe  now  is;  ber  backing  of  fine  wood,  twelTc 
inches  thick,  being  found  inadequate  to  stand  shot. 

The  Baron  De  Kalb,  supposed  to  be  an  inferior  vessel,  received  no  damagr 
of  any  consequence. 

The  department  can  form  tbeir  opinion  of  the  importance  of  the.  expedition 
from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Foster.  Fort  Pcraherton  wa«  (iirlj 
whipped  and  silenced  by  tbe  De  Kalb  and  Gbillicothe.  No  attempt  was  nude 
by  the  troops  to  assault  or  take  poBBeesion.  At  one  time  the  enemy  had  not  a 
charge  of  powder  in  the  fort;  and  the  abells  of  our  veseela  were  passing  through 
seven  bales  of  cotton,  wbicb  must  have  made  the  place  untenable. 

There  were  difficultiea  in  the  way  of  an  assault,  bat  wbetber  they  were  vd- 
ficient  to  atop  tbe  troops,  when  the  fort  was  silenced,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mi*ii**ippi  SqModnm. 

Hon.  GlDBO.N    WeLLliS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WatMiiglon,  D.  C 


rrport  ^  Li-ulti 

Umtsd  States  Stbambb  Chillicothb. 
April  13, 1SG3. 

Sir  t  On  tbe  IStfa  March,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  Lieatenut  C<nii- 
mander  Wataon  Smith,  I  fell  into  tbe  command  of  tbe  Yazoo  Pass  expedition, 
and  have  to  make  tbe  following  report: 

Tbe  orders  which  were  turned  over  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Smiiii 
were  positive,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  pushing  on,  urging  him  by  no  mean! 
to  delay,  as  the  snccess  of  the  expedition  depended  entirely  upon  the  r^idily  if 
the  movement.  Had  these  instructions  been  carried  out,  I  have  no  doobt  ttut 
tbe  expedition  would  have  been  successful,  and  that  we  would  have  reaeli^ 
Yazoo  City  in  half  the  time  that  we  were  in  making  Fort  Pemberton;  and  a.' 
there  was  no  opposition  at  that  time  of  sufBcient  force  to  check  us,  we  would 
have  had  complete  control  of  the  river,  with  all  tbeir  steamers  at  our  mercy, 

Success  here,  and  the  cootrolliDg  power  of  the  Cold  Water,  Tallahatchie.  Tii- 
labusba,  and  Yazoo  rivers,  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  opened  a  sure  road  i<' 
Vickshnrg,  as  it  is  by  theae  rivera  that  they  receive  most  of  their  supplier. 

The  first  attack  made  on  Fort  Pemberton  was  on  the  11th  of  March,  on  a  w- 
connoiasance,  about  11a.  m.,  when  five  or  six  shots  where  exchanged,  doing  liiT> 
or  DO  damage.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Gbillicothe  again  ve£i 
down  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  During  the  action  the  Gbillicothe  had  t<>Dr 
men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded;  after  having  a  whole  gun's  crew  disabled  thr 
Gbillicothe  withdrew. 

The  Chillicothe  is  a  perfect  failure,  as  a  fighting  vessel,  and  will  hare  to  b* 
repaired  before  going  into  action  ogaiD. 
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On  the  IStli  tho  Chillicothe  and  Baron  De  Kalb  got  ander  war  at  11.30  a.  m., 
and  commenced  the  attack  on  Fort  Pemberton,  at  acven  hundred  and  eighty^ 
yards.  The  CbilHcothe  remained  in  action  one  hour  and  tbirt^-eigbt  minutes. 
During  tbie  action  she  received  forty-four  ehota;  and  after  espending  nearly  all 
her  ammunition  of  five-incb  and  ten-inch  shells,  retired  by  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer.  On  the  retiring  of  the  Chillicothe  the  fort  ceased  firing,  although 
the  De  Kalb  remained,  and  kept  firing  elovly  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Deeertera  and  priBonere  captured  reported  that  their  guna  were  silenced,  and 
that  the  fort  would  have  been  taken  had  our  forces  advanced,  a^  they  were  en- 
tirely without  ammunition. 

On  the  18th  we  retired,  believing  the  fort  too  strong  for  the  forces  there  en- 
gaged, and  being  short  of  ammunition. 

The  day  after  leaving  Fort  Pemberton  the  Chillicothe,  Do  Kalh,  light-draughts, 
SlC;  arrived  before  the  fort  agun;  and  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Quimby 
the  Chillicothe  took  her  old  position  before  the  fort,  firing  three  shota  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  enemy's  fire;  failing  in  this,  ahe  withdrew.  We,  along 
with  those  on  shore,  were  under  the  impression  that  the  enemy  blew  np  a  tor- 
pedo, just  forward  the  Chillicolhe's  bow. 

We  remained  twelve  days  waiting  for  the  army  to  do  aomething;  and  when 
General  Quimby  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  forces,  we  brought  up  the  rear. 

We  captured  five  prisoners,  three  of  whom  I  have  paroled  at  Helena;  the 
remaining  two  I  shall  send  to  you. 

On  our  return  to  the  fort  we  remained  twelve  days,  and  dnrine  the  whole  of 
that  time  nothing  was  done  by  General  Quimby  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
fort.  On  meeting  General  Quimby,  I  told  him  that  it  was  impossible  to  take 
the  fort  without  heavy  siege  guns;  he  said  that  he  had  a  number  of  heavy 
24-pounderB,  and  would  procure  others  without  delay,  and  expressed  his  entire 
confidence  as  to  the  capture  of  Fort  Pemherton.  I  then,  at  his  earnest  and 
written  request,  (a  copy  of  which  I  have  sent  you,)  returned  with  him,  and  re- 
mained nutil  the  army  wae  ordered  to  withdraw.  The  cotton  captured  and  de- 
stroyed ia  about  4,000  to  5,000  bales. 

The  Yazoo  Pass,  Cold  Water,  and  Tallahatchie,  at  the  preaent,  are  in  good 
condition,  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  their  navigation. 

The  enemy  burnt  two  large  steamers,  the  35th  Parallel  (supposed  to  have 
on  hoard  2,500  hales  of  cotton)  and  the  Magnolia;  cargo  reported  to  be  cotton. 
In  addition  to  these,  they  annk  the  Star  of  the  West  near  the  fort.  The  enemy 
lost,  by  hia  own  acknowledgment,  12  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  gunboats,  had  they  pushed  on  even  after  the  delay  at  Helena,  would 
have  reached  Fort  Pemberton  before  a  apade  waa  put  in  the  ground  for  ita 
erection. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  again  say,  had  the  expedition  been  carried  out  as  it 
was  originally  planned,  and  had  not  the  army  detained  ua  by  the  slowness  oC 
their  movements,  the  expedition  would  have  been  a  complete  success. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  P.  FOSTER, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mittiuippi  Sqttadrom. 
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Bipori  t/  liMlouM  Qmaiuaiitr  JoIm  Q.   WvUtr. 

United  Statbs  Gunboat  Baron  Db  Kalb, 

J/okM  ^  Yazoo,  April  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  folloviug  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
vewel  before  Fort  Pemberton,  Tallfthatchie  river  : 

We  arrived  before  the  fort  on  the  lltb  of  March,  and  after  examining  the 
work  prepared  for  action,  but,  owing  to  the  temporair  disabling  of  the  Chilli- 
eotbe  bj  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  were  ordered  to  withdrair.  On  the  13th  went 
into  action  at  10.45  p.  m.,  in  company  with  the  Chillicothe  and  mortar  boat, 
engag;ing  the  fort  at  about  eight  hundred  yardii.  The  engagement  waB  severe 
nntjl  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  Chillicothe  was  forced  to  retire  for  the  want  of 
ammonition.  Tbie  vessel  remained  in  ber  position  until  dark,  firing  upon  the 
eaemj  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  enemy  having  ceased  firing.  After 
dark,  hj  order  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Smith,  she  was  backed  up  to  her  old 
position . 

The  enemy  fired  but  few  shots  after  S  p.  m.  On  the  ISth,  landed  an  8-inch 
gnn,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  placed  it  in  battery  on  shore,  with  a 
crew  to  work  it.  At  12.30  p.  m.,  on  the  16th,  we  again  moved  into  action,  but 
the  Chillicothe,  being  disabled  in  afewminntesaitergetting  under  fire,  withdrew 
by  order.     On  the  19th  took  on  board  the  8-inch  gun  from  the  shore  battery. 

In  the  engagement  of  the  13th  the  loss  on  board  this  vessel  was: 

John  O'Neil,  quartermaster,  killed;  Robert  Murphy,  ordinarv  seaman,  killed; 
F.  E.  Davis,  master's  mate,  mortally  wonnded,  since  dead;  6.  W.  Male,  sea- 
man, lost  a  leg;  John  McOovem,  seaman,  slightly  wonnded;  Frank  McQnire, 
seaman,  slightly  wonnded. 

This  veeael  was  considerably  cut  np,  losing  ten  gun-deck  beams,  having  the 
wheel-house  and  steerage  badly  knocked  to  pieces,  and  varions  other  damages 
ta  the  wooden  parts  of  the  vessel,  but  nothing  to  render  her  unserviceable. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  WALKER, 

LieutenaiH  Commander. 

Bew-Admital  D.  D.  Fortbb, 

Commamding  Mittittijtpi  Syuadron. 


I  patting  the  Vickthurg 

MrssiAsiPFi  Squadron, 

Yazoo  Rioer,  March  26,  1863. 
Sib  :  During  my  absence  on  an  expedition  into  the  enemy's  country  Qeneral 
Ellet,  at  the  request  of  Admiral  Farragat,  sent  the  rams  Switzerland  and  Lan- 
caster to  run  the  batteries  at  Vicksbnrg. 

The  Lancaster  was  ennk  and  the  Switierlaud  disabled.  These  vessels  were 
not  at  all  prepared  for  so  hazardons  an  adventore,  nor  at  all  suited  for  any  ser- 
vice that  will  take  them  any  distance  from  a  machine  shop. 

I  send  yon  a  letter  from  General  Ellet  tm  the  subject,  in  answer  to  one  from 
me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittiitippi  Squadrom. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Seerelara  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon.  .^  . 
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Lffler  of  Attittg  Rar-Admirel  Ptrter  lo  GfiKroi  A.  W.  BUH. 

Umted  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Yasoo  River,  March  26.  1863. 
Gbnural:  Will  you  plcnac  inform  me  by  what  authority  you  eent  the  rams 
Xancusler  and  Swiizerland  past  the  batteries  at  Vickeburg  iu  open  day,  and 
without  taking  any  precaution  to  guard  their  bulls.  One  of  these  veseele  has, 
in  con^'quence,  been  sunk,  and  tbc  other  dntsagcd  extensively,  which  mighl 
very  well  have  been  expected  under  the  eircumgtanccs. 

You  will  aleo  inform  roc  who  wi  re  the  commanders  of  tboae  vessels,  and  all 
of  tbc  circumstanceH  attending  this  unfortunate  affair. 
Very  respectful  ly,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'Jg  Miitittippi  Squadrm. 
Brigadier  Grenerai  A,  W.  Ellbt, 

CotA'dg  Marine  Brigade,  Mt»*i»»ippi  Squadron. 


Rtporl  qf  Oaurat  A.  W.  Ella. 
HsADaVARTERS  MISSISSIPPI  MARINE  BrIOADB, 

Flag-Skip  Autocrat,  aiore  Vick*6urg,  March  -25,  1863. 
Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  instructione,  I  would  respectfully  repon 
that  the  Switzerland  and  Lancaster  wem  sent  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksbnrg 
by  my  order  thb  morning,  in  consequence  of  receiving  an  ui^nt  request  from 
Admiral  Forragut  for  their  aeeietance  to  aid  faim  in  keeping  the  river  open  from 
Vicksbufg  to  Port  Hudson,  and  in  destroying  the  enemy's  communicaUon  fiDia 
Red  river,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  passing  troops  over  the  river  to  Warren- 
ton  to  aid  in  the  destruction  of  the  formidable  batteries  now  being  constructed 

The  boats  started  before  daylight.  You  have  been  misinformed  of  the  pu- 
sage  being  made  in  open  day.  It  is  true  that  in  consequence  of  tbe  injury  that 
the  boats  sustained  they  did  not  get  past  before  the  sun  had  risen ;  yet,  if  they 
had  not  been  injured  and  obliged  to  float,  tbey  wonld  have  made  the  pasBage 
before  it  was  fully  light. 

The  Loneaster,  I  regret  to  say,  is  a  total  loss.  Her  boilers  were  exploded, 
and  being  a  veir  rotten  boat  she  went  to  pieces  and  sunk  immediately.  SIk 
was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  A,  Ellet. 

The  Switzerland  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Oharles  R.  Ellet  in  person,  wha 
also  commanded  the  expedition.  She  received  a  number  of  shots,  but  being  a 
stronger  boat  was  not  much  injured.  Her  boiler  was  exploded  by  a  plunging 
shot.  In  other  respects  the  damage  was  not  material.  She  will  be  repaired  ia 
a  few  days,  and  ia  in  a  position  where  1  trust  she  may  be  able  to  redeem  what- 
ever of  mishap  has  attended  the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  Oeneral,  Com'dg  Miu.  Marine  Brigadf. 
ActlDg  Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mitiiuippi  Squadron. 
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Ltttmfnm  Rtar-Admiriil  fiuragiu  U  AtSing  Ria'-Aiminil  F„nrT 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Below  Vick»bMrg,  March  25,  1863. 
Dear  Admiral:  I  find  rnvBelf  in  b.  most  awkward  predicament,  being  here 
with  only  my  ehip  and  the  little  Albatross  ae  a  tender,  perfectly  imable  to  do 
anything  but  go  np  and  down  the  river,  or,  what  is  of  much  more  importance, 
blockade  the  mouth  of  Red  river  for  a  limited  period.  I  have  expressed  the 
desire  to  you  to  have  an  iron-clad,  one  at  least,  and  two  rams,  to  assist  me  in 
this  matter;  and  I  now  repeat  it,  so  that,  when  it  becomfs  absolutely  necessary 
for  me  to  go  down  the  river  to  replenish  my  provisions  and  resume  my  duties 
in  command  of  the  blockading  squadron,  I  may  be  able  to  do  so  without  re- 
opening the  Bed  river  trade.  There  is  nothing  below,  or  in  Red  river,  that 
could  successfully  compete  with  au  iron-clad  and  two  rams.  General  Ellet 
called  on  me  to  know  if  I  desired  two  of  his  rams ;  I  replied  to  him  that  I 
needed  such  vessels  and  would  be  very  much  gratified  to  have  them,  but  I  would 
not  interfere  with  Admiral  Porter — that  I  understood  his  boats  to  be  a  com- 
ponent partof  your  fleet.  He  said  all  he  desired  was  to  know  if  1  considered  it 
a  benefit  to  the  country  and  the  cause  to  have  them  below  Vicksburg;  to  which 
I  replied  "certainly;"  and  he  said  that  was  all  he  wanted  to  know,  and  that  be 
should  run  two  down  in  the  night-  I  told  him  although  1  was  very  anxious 
for  the  force  I  bad  asked  of  you,  and  was  ignorant  of  your  relative  positions,  I 
feared  he  was  wrong  in  doing  so,  although  it  might  be  done  with  safety  during 
the  darkness  of  the  nigbt,  which  be  said  be  would  avail  himself  of.  I  bad 
made  an  arrangement  with  General  Grant,  and  more  particularly  with  Colonel 
Wood,  of  the  76th  Ohio  volunteers,  to  convoy  a  party  to  Warrenton  and  cover 
their  attack  on  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  a  casemated  battery 
the  enemy  had  built  there,  which  General  Ellet  proposed  his  two  rams  could 
carry  over,  while  we  attacked  the  battery  when  they  should  arrive  below.  All 
these  arrangements  were  madej  the  troops  ready  for  embarcation;  the  night 
serene  and  beautiful,  so  much  so  that  I  sincerely  hoped  the  general  would  not' 
think  of  sending  his  vessels  down;  and,  just  as  I  had  come  to  that  conclusion, 
between  half  past  5  o'clock  and  6  in  the  morning,  I  beard  the  batteries  open.  I 
felt  that  all  was  lost  unless  by  the  merest  accident.  My  fears  were  realized. 
The  Lancaster  was  totally  destroyed;  the  Switzerland  had  two  shots  ia  her 
boilers,  otherwise  not  materially  injured.  My  engineer  says  her  boilers  can  be 
repaired  in  a  week ;  not  a  man  kiUed ;  two  or  three  unfortunate  negroes  were 
badly  scalded,  some  of  whom  may  die.  It  was  a  wonderful  escape  for  the  crew. 
I  write  this  letter  for  two  purposes ;  first,  to  exonerate  myself  &om  any  charge 
of  a  disposition  to  interfere  with  your  command;  and,  secondly,  with  a  hope  to 
excuse  General  Ellet  from  any  feeling  to  do  that  which  he  thought  would  be 
diaagreeable  to  yon;  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  all  who  surrounded  him  at  the  time 
thought,  and  so  expressed  themselves,  that  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  your 
wishes  if  you  were  present.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  shall  now 
return  to  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  which  I  consider  the  limit  of  my  jurisdiction 
under  my  old  orders,  but  which  will  be  curtailed  to  below  Port  Hudson,  when 
once  I  pass  that  place,  until  it  is  captured  by  our  forces.  On  my  arrival  below 
I  shall  endeavor  to  communicate  with  General  Banks,  across  the  isthmus  oppo- 
site Port  Hudson,  when  he  will  have  a  full  understanding  of  General  Grant's 
views  as  to  an  attack  on  that  place  above  and  below. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Acting  Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Wutem  Flotilla. 


.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Dig-izedtyGOO^k- 


ARMORED    VESBELB. 


Unitbd  States  Flaq-Suip  Habtpord, 

BtlotB  Vicktburg,  March  25,  1663. 
Dear  AdmtkaL:  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  received  your  last  letter  by  mj 
aecretary,  Mr,  GabaudoD,  and  am  deliehted  to  find  that  our  ideas  agree  eo  wrll 
on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  Hed  river,  but  you  ear  DOthing  of  the  irwi- 
clads  and  luns  to  assist  me  in  that  operation,  when  I  ehall  be  conipelled  to  Inn 
them  and  make  my  way  down  to  New  Orleans.  I  was  in  hope  that  you  wonU 
have  been  here  in  time  and  Bent  me  an  iron-ctad  down  to  assist  me  in  demolieh- 
ing  the  casemated  battery  at  Warrenton,  unless  a  force  is  landed  and  captniT* 
it — a  thing  I  think  easily  accompliahed  at  present,  as  the  town  is  surrounded  br 
water,  and  asaistance,  except  by  infantry,  is  not  easily  obtained.  My  isolaU^ 
position  requires  that  I  ahould  be  more  carefnl  of  my  ship  than  I  would  Itkdr 
be  if  I  had  any  fleet  with  me,  as  I  cannot  get  to  a  machine  shop  to  obtain  iIm- 
most  ordinary  appliances  for  repairs  without  fighting  my  way  to  them.  I  deeply 
regret  the  rashneee  of  General  Ellet  in  Bending  his  boats  part  the  batteiiH  in 
broad  daylight,  as  it  sfibrded  the  enemy  nothing  but  a  target  practice.  Yoo 
aay  truly  when  you  eay  that  I  have  had  some  diBaaters  in  my  own  fleet  rimihi 
to  thoae  of  the  Indianola,  I  consider  the  Galveston  afiair  the  greatest  Uow  that 
the  navy  has  enatained  during  the  war.  It  has  emboldened  our  enemies,  md. 
in  many  cases,  demoraliEcd  our  own  people.  We  are  pretty  well  prepared  fnr 
their  boarding.  Wishing  you  every  succesB  in  your  undertaking. 
Your  Mend  and  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 

Rear-  Admiral. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Fortbk, 

Commanding  WeiUm  Flotilla. 


Bxtrmd  from  ittfaltk  tf  RtT-Aimiral  Farttr, 

Mississippi  SqiiADRON, 

Yazoo  Rii>tr,  April  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnntcaiioD  i^ 
the  3d  instant.  I  have  already  informed  you  of  the  cause  of  the  disaster  to  tb*- 
ram  Lancaster,  in  relation  to  which  I  had  nothing  to  do,  being  abeeot  at  the 
moment,  and  being  unwilling  at  any  time  to  send  down  that  class  of  vcMri^ 
unless  at  night  and  properly  prepared. 


Selfridge't  •'  dU-off." 

No.  195.]  Mississippi  SatAORON. 

Yazoo  Ricer,  April  16.  IS63. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Tboma^ 
O.  Solfridge,  which  is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  it  shows  how  easily  cul- 
offs  arc  made  in  the  Mississippi,  when  conducted  with  ordinary  intelligence.  I 
send  a  diagram  which  will  explain  the  operation.  We  have  been  tbreatOKd 
for  some  time  past  with  an  attack  from  the  Arkansas  rebels  in  steamers.  £vtTy 
provision  was  made  to  meet  it.  Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  saw  the  diffi- 
culty in  defeuding  the  mouths  of  White  and  Arkansas  rivers  while  kept  m  fsr 
apart  by  a  useless  neck  of  land,  and  proposed  to  me  to  cut  it.  I  ordered  bim 
to  do  so,  and  he  passed  through  with  his  vessel  twenty-four  hours  after  he  ent 
the  bend,  thus  saving  a  distance  of  over  ten  miles.    The  moatha  of  AAaiati 
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■nd  White  riven  an  now  brought  dose  together,  mnd  a.  email  force  can  defbnd 
both. 

One  of  the  wont  points  for  gneiillas  is  also  cnt  off,  as  those  pesta  of  the 
homau  race  conid,  from  the  iethniiu,  attack  a  Teasel  on  one  side  and  be  ready  to 
meet  ber  oa  the  other  as  she  came  lonnd,  the  distance  being  ten  miles  aronnd 
and  half  a  mile  ocroes. 

Captain  Selfridge  deeerres  credit  for  cutting  tbig  new  rirer  ronte.  Had  the 
Vieksborg  canal  (which  was  fint  proposed  by  CapUin  Alden,  United  Slates 
navy,  and  myself  to  General  Bntler)  been  cnt  originally  in  the  right  place,  we 
wotud  hare  had  a  good  ship  cbannel,  well  clear  of'^  Vicksburg ;  as  it  is,  it 
amounted  to  nothing.  By  looking  at  the  map  yoa  will  perceive  that  the  two 
necks  are  very  Bimilsr  in  conformation, 

I  have  force  enoogh  at  Arkansas  and  White  rivers  to  prevent  any  attack. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respeetfally,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
AcHug  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MUtittippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watkington,  D.  C. 


R^nrl  <!f  Liaiitmmt  Commmdtng  7Va.  0.  Sdfridgt. 

Cmtbd  States  Steamer  Conestoga, 

OffArkantiu  Rieer,  April  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Cnrlew,  Cricket,  Rattler,  and 
Prairie  Bird,  also  the  ram;  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  strong  re-enforce- 
ments you  have  sent. 

If  yon  are  willing,  I  should  prefer  to  meet  an  attack  in  the  Mississippi,  rather 
than  the  Arkansas,  as  the  latter  river  is  falling  fast,  and  it  gives  me  so  much 
more  room  to  ram  the  steamers. 

The  cat-off,  above  Alexander's,  made  on  Saturday  last,  I  passed  through 
OD  Sunday — the  first  steamer  throogh.  It  shortens  Uie  distance  between  the 
two  riven  at  least  ten  miles,  and  enables  me  to  concentrate  our  strength  very 
completely.     I  enclose  diagram  of  the  different  stations. 

"inioiigh  my  information  of  an  intended  attack  was  entirely  throngh  the 
negroes,  it  came  in  so  many  different  ways  that  I  think  confidence  could  be 
ploc^  in  their  statements.  Siuce,  though,  I  have  learned  through  a  prisoner, 
and  also  some  women  that  came  last  Saturday  from  Pine  Bluff,  that  the  Arkansas 
river  is  too  low  for  stearaera  to  get  out.  I  no  not  think,  therefore,  that  an  attack 
can  be  made  until  a  rise  of  the  river,  or  will  be  made  with  the  present  imposing 
forc«.  Should  they  attempt  it,  there  will  be  none  go  back.  I  have  moved  the 
coal  barges  to  a  point  about  a  mile  below  White  river,  a  more  secure  position, 
more  easily  defended. 

The  force  I  now  have  I  consider  more  than  sufficient  for  this  point.  If  ^ou 
wish  any  of  the  light-draughts  sent  elsewhere,  1  shall  give  them  all  an  inspection 
and  report  the  result. 

Learning  that  there  were  U.  8.  arms  at  McGhee'a  place,  Carson's  landing, 
I  Bcnt  the  Juliet  up,  which  captured  two  men,  Alexander  Smith  and  J.  N.  Crow. 
These  men  have  been  employed  hunting  runaway  negroee,  and  acknowledge 
to  have  shot  some  who  attempted  to  escape;  they  are  notorious  rascals,  and 
Smith  was  concerned  in  the  burning  of  the  Lake  City.  I  found  at  McGbee's 
a  United  States  Belgian  rifle,  sword  bayonet  with  complete  equipments,  marked 
17.  S-i  A°d  o  hunting  rifle.  Smith's  story  is  that  he  purchased  them  from  two 
of  OUT  deserten ;  the  negroes  say  he  robbed  them  of  tiiem. 
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I  have  these  two  in  double  irons  on  the  Bragg.  My  intention  was,  if  it  met 
your  approval,  to  pnnish  them  for  their  villany,  and  send  tbem  beyond  the  linet. 
I  was  up  through  the  cut-off  into  the  Arkansas  yesterday,  on  «  reeoonois- 
sance.  I  captured  aprieoner,  Cornelius  Jones,  prirateoftventy-first  Texas.  Be 
was  employed  ae  a  mail  or  despatch  carrier.  He  had  on  at  the  time  a  federal 
uniform,  and  attempted  to  pass  himdetf  off  as  a  ci^eo.  Ue  Bays  that  all  the 
pickets  on  the  river  had  been  drawn  in.  His  regiment  had  gone  to  Bateerille, 
Arkansas.  From  all  1  can  learn  there  is  some  secret  move  on  hand  amongst 
their  forces.     What  disposition  shall  I  make  of  him  1 

I  have  sent  the  Signal  to  Memphis  for  provisions,  and  for  some  little  repaJK, 
that  can  be  made  during  the  short  time  she  is  there. 

I  have  sent  word  to  the  Chillicothc  to  remain  at  Helena  until  she  iwtiyti 
your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  serrant, 

THOS.  0.  SELFRIDGE. 

lAeulenaiU  Commanding. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Foster, 

Commanding  MittitHppi  Squadron. 

General  Prentiss,  at  Helena,  wishes  all  the  negroes  he  can  get,  ae  he  is  foim- 
ing  them  into  regiments.  Am  I  aathorized  to  send  up  such  as  present  them- 
seTves  ? 


Piutage  of  the    Viektburg   balterie*  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral   "Porter  irili 
hit  fittt. 

Mississippi  Suuao&on, 

Yaxoo  River,  April  7,  1S63. 
Sib:  There  is  nothing  new  at  this  point,  with  the  exception  that  Geoer*! 
Steele's  division  has  been  sent  up  to  take  possession  of  the  country  thnm^ 
which  we  lately  took  the  gunboats.     When  that  is  secured  we  can  reach  tb? 
Yazoo  when  we  please,  provided  the  water  keeps  up. 

I  am  preparing  to  pass  the  batteries  of  Vicksborg  with  most  of  the  fleet  G»- 
eral  Grant  is  marching  his  army  below,  and  we  are  going  to  endeavor  to  ton 
Vicksbnrg  and  get  to  Jackson  by  a  very  practicable  route.  If  General  Gnai 
can  raise  60,000  men,  which  he  saya  be  can  do,  he  cannot  fail. 

The  enemy,  owing  to  our  late  raids  on  them,  have  mUcfa  reduced  tbeir  font 
at  Vicksburg.     They  are  cut  otFfrom  all  supplies  from  below ;  so  is  Port  Hndwn. 
I  remun,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuitaippi  Sgvadnm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaekingUm,  D.  C. 


Mississippi  Squadron, 
New  Carthage,  Minittippi  River,  April  17, 1863, 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  passed  the  batteries  at  Vickfbor^ 
on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  April,  with  a  large  force  for  operations  below.  Thif* 
army  transports  were  prepared  to  resist  shot,  and  accompanied  the  squadton.  I 
led  in  the  Benton,  and  having  drifted  down  on  the  batteries,  got  np  with  ibr 
first  one  without  being  discovered.  At  11.16  p.  m.  the  batteries  opened  on  as: 
we  immediately  responding  with  a  rapid  fire,  the  vessels  of  the  squadroo  all  ■> 
line  following  our  example. 
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The  enemy  lighted  up  the  river  on  both  sideB,  and  we  were  fair  targets  for 
them.  Still,  we  received  but  little  damage.  The  gqnadron  was  under  fire  for 
two  IioQre  and  thirty  minutes.  No  one  wae  killed,  and  only  eight  wounded — 
the  greatest  number  on  hoard  this  ship,  which,  being  ahead,  received  a  concen- 
trated fire.  An  army  transport,  the  Henry  Clay,  was  sunk  by  a  heavy  shot 
The  Forest  Queen,  transport,  became  temporarily  disabled,  and  wa«  turned  iaio 
safe  quarters  by  the  Tuscumbia. 

The  fire  from  the  forts  was  heavy  and  rapid,  bnt  was  replied  t«  with  such 
spirit  that  the  aim  of  (he  enemy  was  not  as  good  as  usual. 

The  conduct  of  all  the  commanders  met  my  entire  approbation.  All  the  Tea- 
sels were  ready  for  service  half  an  hour  after  passing  the  batteries. 

I  had  the  Indianola  examined  t«-day.     She  is  much  shattered.     The  rebeU 
got  her  two  9-inch  guns.     One  11-inch  gun  was  burst,  and  is  lying  on  deck; 
the  other  fell  overboard,  and  uow  lies  alongside,  in  nine  feet  water. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Catn'dg  Mitiunppi  Sqiuidnm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Porttr. 

Mississippi  Suuadkun, 
Flag-Skip  Benton,  New  Carthage,  MittiMippi,  April  19,  1863. 

Sir:  Being'anxious  to  send  back  despatches  by  General  Grant,  I  wrote  yon 
a  short  report.  I  omitted  to  state  the  number  and  names  of  the  vessels  com- 
' posing  this  expedition,  as  my  letter  would  go  through  the  Memphis  post  office; 
and  as  1  have  no  great  confidence  in  that  department,  I  omitted  names  and  nuni- 
bers  from  prudential  motives. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  vessels  started,  fifty  yards  apiait^ 
Benton,  Lieutenant  Commander  Green ;  Lafayette,  Captain  Walke,  with  the 
General  Price  lashed  on  starboard  side ;  Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commandir 
Owen;  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Wilson;  Filtabui^,  Lieutenant  Hoel;  Cariw 
delet,  Lieutenant  Murphy:  and  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk;  sIm 
the  tug  Ivy,  lashed  to  the  Beoton.  The  three  army  transports  were  in  the  rwr 
of  the  above-mentioned  vessels,  and  the  Tuscumhia  was  placed  astern  of  all.  ut 
see  that  the  transports  did  not  turn  back.  This  duty  Lieutenant  Commands 
Shirk  performed  handsomely.  Two  of  the  transports,  when  firing  became  heavy, 
attempted  to  run  up  stream,  but  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk  drove  tbem  bac^ 
and  staid  behind  them  until  the  Forest  Queen  was  disabled.  He  then  took  her 
in  tow  and  placed  her  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy's  shot.  All  tht>  ve«seK  except 
the  Benton,  took  in  tow  coal  barges,  containing  each  ten  thousand  bushels  fi 
■  coal,  and  all  except  the  Lafayette  brought  them  safely  past  the  batteries.  Hav- 
ing the  Genera]  Price  alongside,  the  Lafayette  did  not  manage  very  well,  and  the 
coal  barge  got  adrift,  but  was  afterwards  picked  up  at  Carthage.  Hie  Loni^ 
ville.  LiL-utenant  Commander  Owen,  lost  hers  in  the  "mel^."  bat  picked  it  up 
again  while  under  fire. 

The  Benton  was  beautifully  handled  by  her  pilot,  Mr.  Williams,  who  was  a]^> 
'    in  the  Essex  when  she  ran  the  batteries.     He  kept  the  yeaBel's  guns  bearing  on 
the  town  and  water  batteries  all  the  time  while  drifting  down.     The  gons  of  thr 
Benton  fired  over  eighty  shell,  well  directed  to  the  town  and  batteries. 

The  Pittsburg,  Lieutenant  Hoel;  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Commandn  Shirk: 
and  Hoand  City,  Lieutenant  Wilson,  were  more  fortunate  than  the  olhen  in  mit 
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turning  round  aa  they  came  by,  although  no  til  reanlts  h&ppened  to  those  vea- 
neU  that  did  turn. 

The  pilots  were  deceived  hj  a  1ki^  fire  Btarted  on  the  side  opposite  to  Vick»- 
bni^  hy  the  rebels  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  vessels  more  plainly — fires 
being  fltorted  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  once. 

Altogether,  we  were  very  fortunate.  The  vessels  had  some  narrow  escapes, 
bat  were  saved,  in  most  instances,  by  the  precautions  taken  to  protect  them. 
They  were  covered  with  heavy  logs  and  bales  of  wet  hay,  which  were  found  to 
be  an  excellent  defence. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  commanders.  They 
carried  out  my  orders  to  the  bettt  of  their  ability,  having  great  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with — strong  currents  and  dangerous  eddies,  glaring  fires  in  every  direc- 
tion that  bothered  the  pilots,  smoke  aTmost  enveloping  the  squadron,  and  a  very 
heavy  fire  on  vessels  that  were  fair  targets  for  the  enemy.  I  have  no  cause  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  result.  No  one  was  killed ;  only  one  or  two  badly 
wounded,  and  only  twelve  casualties  in  all,     Most  of  the  wounded  are  walking 

The  shot  the  enemy  fired  were  of  the  heaviest  calibre,  and  some  of  excellent 
pattern.  They  came  on  board,  but  did  no  material  damage  beyond  smashing 
the  bulwarks. 

I  am  in  hopes  soon  to  have  some  of  our  Monitors  down  here,  and  if  they  are 
properly  built  we  can  silence  some  of  the  batteries  at  Vicksbnrg. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  no  lives  were  lost  on  the  transport  Henry 
Clay,  which  was  burned  and  sunk  passing  the  batteries.  We  picked  most  of 
the  crew  up,  and  others  got  away  in  the  yawl. 

I  enclose  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  different  vessels,  and  also  copy  of 
general  order  issued  in  reference  to  the  running  of  the  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Sfcretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihington,  D.  C. 


/■MlrwMunM  to  eommaniUTl  of  eeiitti  rdativ  ta  paittng  tkt  Vickiiurg  iaUeria. 

Umtbd  States  Misatssippi  Squadbon, 

Flag-Ship  Black  HauA.  April  10.  1863. 

Sib  :  Yon  will  prepare  your  vessels  for  passing  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg, 
taking  every  precaution  possible  to  protect  the  buU  and  machinery  against  any 
accidental  shot 

When  the  vessels  do  move,  it  will  be  at  night,  and  in  the  fallowing  order : 
Benton,  Lafayette,  Price,  Louisville,  Mouud  City,  Pittdburg,  Carondelet,  other 
vesaeb  that  may  arrive  hereafter,  and  army  transports,  parsing  as  fast  as  they 
can.  Every  vessel  will  take  in  tow  a  coal  barge,  to  be  carried  on  the  starboard 
side.  No  lights  will  be  shown  on  any  part  of  the  ship.  All  porta  will  be  cov- 
ered up  until  such  time  as  the  vessels  open  fire,  which  they  wiD  do  when  their 
broadsides  bear  upon  the  town,  or  when  it  can  be  safely  done  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  pilot  or  endangering  the  other  veassls.  Before  starting  the  hour 
of  departure  will  be  given,  and  every  vessel  will  have  her  fires  well  ignited,  so 
that  they  will  show  as  little  smoke  as  possible. 

On  approaching  the  batteries  every  vessel  will  esbaust  in  the  wheel,  so  as  to 
make  but  little  noise. 

If  any  vessel  should  receive  such  damage  as  to  cause  her  to  be  in  a  sinking 
condition,  the  beat  plan  will  be  to  land  her  on  the  island  below  the  canal.  ,j^hp 
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veMclg  must  not  crowil  encli  other,  nor  fire  their  how  piiu  when  abreast  of  the 
town  or  batteries.  Fifty  yards  is  the  closest  they  should  be  to  each  other. 
After  rounding  the  point  below,  and  being  clear  of  the  shoal  water,  bng  the 
shore  enough  (or  the  side  opposite  Vicksbnrg)  to  get  into  the  shade  of  the 
trci'i'.  and  hide  the  hulls  of  the  vessels.  The  crew  must  work  the  guns  witbon. 
light  on  the  deck,  and  all  the  guns  must  be  set  for  about  nine  hundred  yard^, 
which  will  reach  light  field-pieces  and  infantry.  Fire  shell,  and  eometimet 
grape.  Doit't  lire  after  panfling  the  town  and  main  batteries — the  lower  batlerie^ 
are  not  worth  ntiticing.  When  arrived  below  Warrenlon,  the  flag-ship  Benton 
will  burn  a  CoDlun  sigiml-  when  each  vessel  will  hoist  a  red  light,  that  I  may 
know  who  u  miftting. 

The  Blcms  of  the  vi  ssels  must  be  protecteil  securely  against  raking  shot. 

The  coal  barges  must  be  so  arranged  that  ihey  can  be  easily  cut  adrift. 

No  vif  sel  must  run  din-ctly  astern  of  the  other,  so  that  in  case  of  the  head- 
mORl  vesfel  stopping,  the  elernmost  one  will  not  run  into  her. 

In  case  any  vessel  should  ground  under  the  enemy's  batteriea  at  Vicksbnrg 
with  no  prodpcct  of  getting  ofl',  she  must  be  set  fire  to  thoroughly,  and  com- 
pletely deBtioyed. 

Avoid  running  on  the  sunken  levees  opposite  Vickaburg. 
Very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
A<:ting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittittippi  Syitadnm. 

Commanders  of  Benton,  Lafayette,  Price,  Louisiana,  Mound  C it j,  Pittsburg, 
Carondelct,  and  Tuscumbia. 


RtpoTtfnm  Caplain  H'alii, 

United  Statbs  Gvnboat  Lapaybtti{, 
Diamond  hiand  Bend,  Iriow  Vicktbttrg,  April  17,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  most  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yom  orders  of 
the  XOih  instant,  the  gunboat  Lafayette,  now  under  my  command,  passed  the 
batteries  at  Vicksburg  la»t  night,  accompanying  you  with  the  following  portions 
of  yonr  fleet,  viz  :  Benton,  (flag.)  Lafayette,  (towing  a  coal  bai^c  and  the  Gen- 
eral Price,)  Louisville,  Mound  City,  Pittsburg,  Oarondclet,  and  three  transport^ 
namely:  Forest  Queen,  Henry  Clay,  and  Silver  Wave,  all  of  which  pasted 
eafely  down  to  this  point  with  but  trifling  injury,  except  the  transport  Ueuiy 
Clay,  which  caught  lire  and  was  bunied,  and  the  Forest  Queen,  which  received 
a  shot  between  wind  and  water,  and  was  obliged  to  come  to  below  Vicksbuiv. 

The  Lafayette  received  nine  efiective  round  and  rifle  cannon  shots  throu^ 
her  casemates  while  closely  engaged  with  the  rebel  batteries.  She  wa-*!  struck 
first  in  the  port  waist  with  a  lOO-pounder  rifle  shot,  which  passed  through 
obliqi.ely  fiom  forward  aft  to  the  Htarbourd  cftsemnlc.  The  i^econd,  a  3^-pouoder, 
Btruck  upon  the  same  plate  at  right  angles,  pusriing  through  and  brenkiug  upon 
the  iron  work  and  our  stern  captitan  over  the  boilers.  The  third,  a  lOD-poundei 
rifle,  through  the  port  wheel-house,  port  pitman,  and  through  the  cylindec 
timbers  and  starbourd  side.  Fourth,  a  100-pounder  rifle,  through  the  lowir 
edge  of  the  iron  plating  forward  of  the  port  wheel-bouse  amidahipH  into  the 
aponsel,  a  few  feet  short  of  the  port  cylinder,  in  a  direct  line.  Fifth,  a  33- 
pounder,  on  port  side,  abaft  the  wheel-house,  through  plating.  Sixth,  a  32- 
pounder,  on  the  port  bow,  through  plating,  broken.  Seventh,  a  glanc«  shot  on 
the  starboard  bow  port.  Kighth.  a  glance  shot  on  hog  chain,  bending  in  and 
through  the  upper  pilol-h  mse.  Nintu,  grape-shot  through  8moke-pipe ;  ba^ 
and  mainmast  slightly  injured  by  shell.     In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in 
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seeing  oar  position  white  passing  in  the  smoke,  fire,  and  noise,  with  the  coal 
bu^  and  Price  alongside,  she  being  reported  on  fire  twice,  tho  Lafayette  came 
near  ruoniiig  into  the  bank  under  the  batteries  at  Vicksbui^,  which  enabled 
the  enemy  to  take  unerrine  aim  for  the  abort  time  we  were  there.  We  returned 
the  fire  at  the  same  time,  but  the  fightinj  bolts  of  our  24  pounder  broke  adrift. 
The  safety  of  the  vessel  being- pnr^  mount  to  all  other  advantages  that  could 
be  derived  from  random  shot,  with  the  Louisville  afoul  of  us,  and  the  other 
gunboats  passing  us,  I  dtBcontiniied  our  firing  utter  one  or  two  rounds.  The 
coal  barge  was  sunk  by  a  ebot  in  her  bow.  The  Price  cast  off  after  we  pasoed 
the  batteries,  and  we  arrived  safely  at  this  place  without  the  loss  of  a  man 
killed  or  wounded.  We  left  tho  Yazoo  river  at  9.30  p.  m ,  and  arrived  here  at 
1.30  a.  m.,  being  nnder  fire  one  hour  and  twenty  minates. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain  IMUed  Statu  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtbr,  V.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Mittiuippi  Squadron. 


Rtf^njirom  Aaing  LuMmasf  B.  E.  Waodteonk. 

Nbw  Cabthaob,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  with  the  United 
States  steamer  UeneraJ  Price,  having  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  and  but  three  slightly  wounded.  The  Price  is  badly  cut  up 
in  her  upper  works,  uarticulariy  the  ward-room  and  steerage,  two  7J-inch  rifle 
shell  having  exploded  inside,  destroying  the  officers'  quartRra  and  setting  the 
vessel  on  fire  twice.  We  were  struck  by  thirteen  different  shot  and  shell  and 
many  musket  halls. 

While  drifting  down  river,  to  enable  the  Lafayette  to  fire  her  gang,  the  Loa- 
isville  ran  into  my  quarter  and  stove  one  of  my  boats,  at  the  same  time  obliged 
me  to  cast  off  from  the  Lafayette  and  make  the  rest  of  the  trip  alone,  the  coal 
barge  between  us  being  stove  by  a  shell  bursting  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  tu  be,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 
SELIM  E.  WOODWOETH, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Price. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Miuiuippi  Squadron, 


Hefortfrom  Lieutenant  Commaiider  Jamtt  A,  Grttr. 

Unitbi)  States  Stbambb  Benton, 

New  Carthage,  LouiHana,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following:  This  vessel,  bearing  your  flag,  got 
undei  way  from  our  anchorage,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  yesterday  evening 
at  9.15,  and  slowly  steamed  down  towards  Vickshnrg.  At  11.10  trie  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  us  with  musketry  from  the  upper  batteries.  At  11.16  the 
batteries  opened  upon  na,  firing  slowly  at  first,  but  continuing  to  fire  more  rap- 
idly 88  we  passed  by.  At  lt.33  we  opened  upon  the  batteries  and  town  with 
the  forward  and  port  batteries.  We  passed  within  forty  yards  of  the  town,  and 
could  hear  the  rattling  of  falling  walls  af\er  our  fires.  At  11.52  the  enemy 
ces«ed  firing  upon  us.  At  1.15  a.  m.  we  passed  Warrenton,  not  a  shot  being 
fired  at  as.    At  a.lO  came  to  anchor  twelve  miles  above  New  Carthage.       i 
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We  expended  the  following  projectiles:  EtKhteen  9-inch  5''  sbellB;  three 
9-iach  shrapnell ;  sixteen  ■>"  42-poundeL-  rifle  anell ;  two  32-poaoder  5"  shell; 
twenty-three  stands  32-pounder  grape;  a  total  of  eighty-one  shots, 

The  damages  sustained  were  as  follows  ;  Oiie  32-pouQder  ronad  shot  pasted 
through  the  corner  of  the  broadside  and  after  casemate,  grazed  the  coamings  of 
the  pitman  hole  end  struck  the  "cylinder  limber,"  and  entered  about  fonr  inches, 
glanced  back,  and  into  a  state-room. 

A  large  rifle  shot  struck  the  port  casemate  about  six  inches  above  the  nppcr 
after  comer  of  No.  8  port,  passing  through  the  two  and  a  half  inch  iron,  rn^aa- 
tering  the  wood  all  the  way  through,  and  knocking  off  the  planking  oA  the  Id- 
aide  six  feet  in  length  and  six  feet  wide. 

Another  shot  struck  the  forward  side  of  No.  7  port,  shattering  the  casemate, 
and  then  glanced  up  and  tore  away  the  hammock  nettings  about  the  gangway. 

A  10-inch  solid  round  shot  struck  the  port  casemate  about  four  feet  from  the 
spar  deck,  and  about  six  inches  from  the  angle  of  the  forward  casemate,  passing 
through  the  light  iron  and  shattering  the  casemate  from  top  to  bottom,  and  tii 
feet  fore  and  aft. 

Another  strack  a  chain  cable  which  was  snspended  over  the  casemate,  cutting 
the  chain.     All  the  damages  were  on  the  port  side. 

The  casualtieH  were  one  officer.  Acting  f^nsign  £.  G.  Brennen,  and  four  men 
wounded. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  asei^tant  surgeon's  report.     I  denire  to  call  your  attentioD 
to  the  good  conduct  of  Mr.  Brennen  until  be  fell  at  his  post. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 
Lieutenant  Commandtr. 

David  D,  Port£K, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiuippi  Squadron. 


Lilt  ^  eaiualliu  on  Iht  BMom, 

Unitko  Statbs  Gunboat  Benton, 

Miuiuippi  Squadron,  April  17,  1863- 
BlR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  veesrl 
while  passing  the  batteries  in  trout  of  Vickshurg,  April  17,  1863: 

Edward  G.  Brennen,  acting  ensign,  flesh  wound  in  right  thigh ;  Charles  Dnsf. 
seaman,  lefl  leg  shot  away,  amputation  performed  below  knee  joint ;  Wtlliam 
N.  Taylor,  landsman,  wound  from  musket  ball  in  left  groin,  severe,  but  doI  cmi- 
etdered  dangerous ;  Charles  Hillyer,  private,  company  F,  58th  Ohio  Tolnnteen. 
contused  wound  from  splinter,  alight.  The  above  are  the  ooly  accidents  wbkh 
incapacitated  any  of  the  crew  for  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NEWTON  L.  BATES, 
Attitlant  Surgeon,  United  states  Xatf. 
Lieut.  Com'dr  Jambs  A.  Grbbr,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  Slates  Gunboat  Benton. 


R^ort  y  lAaittnoBt  CDmmia,ier  E.  K.  Own 

Umtrd  States  Stbambr  Louisville. 

Of  New  Carthage,  Louisiana,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  safe  arrival  of  this  vessel  below  tbe 
Vickshurg  and  Warrentou  baiteriee.    Wc  were  strack  bat  fboi  time*,  bo  shot 
doing  any  damage  whatever.  dtvGoO'jIc 
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Iq  coDseanence  of  being  misled  by  the  bright  ligbt  on  the  right-hand  ebora,  I 
wu  compelled  to  nuke  two  full  tnraB  in  the  river  abreast  the  light,  and  coidd 
fire  bnt  six  shots. 
1  endoBe  reports  of  tbe  gunner  and  carpenter. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWEN, 
lAtultnant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbr,  U.  8.  N„ 

Commanding  Mi*»Uiippi  Sqmidron. 


Stporiii/  £«ru/«iiunl  Commandtr  Jtnaa  \t'  Slurk. 

Umted  States  Ship  Tusctmbia, 

Carthage,  houitiana,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir;  I  have  tbe  honor  to  make  the  following  report :  In  obedience  to  yoar 
orders  I  got  under  way  on  the  evening  of  tlie  16[h  instant,  iu  the  United  States 
steamer  TuFcumbia,  under  my  command,  and  took  my  position  in  'the  line  of 
veseels  which  were  to  pass  the  batteries  of  Vickeburg.  We  were  to  bring  up 
the  rear. 

At  10.3  p.  m.  tbe  three  transports.  Silver  Wave,  Forest  Queen  and  Henry 
Clay,  having  taken  their  position  ahead  of  ue,  we  started  down  the  river,  going 
veiy  slow  until  we  reached  the  head  of  the  "  cannl,"  opposite  Vickshurg,  Hero 
we  overtook  the  leading  vessels.  From  this  place  we  drifted  down  the  river 
until  we  reached  tbe  head  of  the  "  point."  The  enemy  onened  fire  about  ten 
minules  before  this,  and  caused  a  large  fire  to  be  kindled  on  tbe  point,  thus 
liriogiDg  the  fleet  into  full  relief  betwei'u  the  shore  batteries  nnd  the  light,  causing 
I'verylhing  to  be  seen  as  plainly  ns  in  the  open  dny. 

Here  I  saw  that  two  of  the  transports  had  their  bows  up  stream,  and  were 
gning  ahead.  Although  your  written  order  said  that  1  was  to  "pass  as  fast  " 
M  I  could,  you  bad  verbally  informed  me  that  I  was  to  be  the  ■'  wnipper  in  "  to 
the  fleet.  I  knew  that  tbe  passage  of  tbe  batteries  by  tbe  transports  was  essen- 
tial  to  tbe  complete  success  of  your  plans.  Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed 
■1  my  duty  to  remain  astern  of  them,  and  if  I  saw  any  hesitation  to  pass,  or 
■Dclination  to  go  back,  on  their  part,  to  fores  them  to  obey  their  ordera.  I 
therefore  stopped,  under  the  very  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  imtil  the  traneport 
Heury  Clay  was  set  on  fire,  and  the  Forest  Queen  had  turned  around. 

As  we  rounded  the  1ow<t  end  of  tbe  "point,"  and  were  drifting,  in  order  to 
keep  our  place  in  line,  we  iitruck  the  Louisiana  bank  of  the  river.  We  soon  got 
off  withont  any  damage.  As  we  were  backing  to  get  our  bow  down  stream,  we 
got  foul  of  the  transport  Forest  Queen,  and  the  two  vessels  remained  close  to- 
gether for  some  five  or  six  minutes.  This  collision  caused  the  rebels  great 
rejoicing,  as  was  made  evident  to  us  by  their  loud  cheering,  apparently  right 
over  our  heads.  For  a  few  minutes  the  fire  from  shore  seemed  to  be  conceu- 
Irated  upon  the  Tuscumbia  and  Forest  Queen,  but  providentially  none  of  the 
shots  did  much  damage.  We  were  struck  here  on  our  port  bow,  helow  the 
water-line,  starting  seven  plauks  and  causing  the  vessel  to  leak  freely.  I  started 
the  forward  force  and  syphon  pumps,  and  soon  had  it  under  control. 

Afler  getting  clear,  we  continued  drifting  down  (as  I  did  not  want  to  pass 
the  !f  ocest  Queen,  and  she  was  disabled  by  her  steam-pipe  being  cut]  until  we 
were  out  of  their  fire.  We  passed  the  transport  just  below  the  mouth  of  the 
canal.  I  then  turned  around  and  went  back,  and  took  the  Forest  Queen  in  tow, 
and  landed  her  on  the  Louisiana  shore.  She  had  fourteen  inches  of  water  in 
her,  and  her  machinery  was  disabled. 

Paseiog  Warreuton  I  threw  iuto  the  town  an  Xl-iuch  shrapnell,  which  waa 
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quickly  replied  to  by  six  diacliar^B  from  not  more  than  four  light  gnns.  I  then 
gave  Uiem  anotJier  ahrapnell,  and  passed  on  until  I  reached  the  fleet,  where  1 
anchored  near  the  United  States  steamer  Benton,  yoor  flag-ship. 

In  addition  to  the  shot  under  the  bow  already  mentioned,  a  six-ineb  shot 
struck  tlie  iron  "chock,"  or  "lug,"  that  supports  the  rail  npon  which  the  star- 
board port  of  the  after  casemate  travels,  making  an  indentation  of  an  inch. 

To  the  officers  and  men  whom  1  have  the  honor  to  command  great  praise  it 
due  for  their  spirit  and  bravery  exhibited  npon  this  occasion.  Host  of  them 
had  never  been  under  fire  before,  bat  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  of  them. 
When  all  did  their  duty  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to  make  distinction.  I 
must,  however,  bring  to  your  notice  the  good  services  rendered  me  by  Acting 
Master  A.  F.  Tayon,  the  eiecntive  officer  of  this  ship  ;  Acting  Ensign  Thomai 
M.  Farrell,  who  commanded  the  port  Xl-inch  gun,  (the  only  one  engaged;) 
Assistant  Paymaster  George  A.  Lyon,  United  States  navy,  who  acted  ae  my 
aid  on  this  occasion,  and  Pilots  Joseph  McCammant  and  Isaac  N.  Aahtos. 

I  am  happy  to  say  there  were  no  casualties  on  board  of  this  ahip. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 

LieuUKont  Commander. 

Rear-Admital  David  D.  Pouter,  U.  S-  N., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Mutiitippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  BeiUrm. 


B/pKt  >an  IMiAvml  Goimaniir  Bgrai  Wilam. 

United  States  Gunboat  Mound  Crrv, 
}fev>  Carthage,  Mutiuippi,  April  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  under  way  about  nine 
o'clock  last  evening,  and  took  her  position  in  line  for  passing  and  fighting  ihe 
Vicksbnrg  batteries. 

After  passing  the  upper  end  of  the  canal,  we  merely  drifted  down  the  river, 
and  at  11  p.m.  turned  the  light-hand  point  just  above  Vickaborg,  which  brooglii 
OB  in  full  view  of  the  batteries. 

We  continued  drifting  down,  never  turning  a  wheel,  and  when  nearly  abreast 
of  the  heaviest  battery  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  a  huge  bonfire  was  kmdled  na 
the  opposite  point,  making  it  ahnost  as  light  as  day.  At  this  time  I  was  obliged 
to  pass  the  Lafayette,  Price,  and  Louisville,  in  order  to  keep  from  tuning  roond 
or  becoming  unmanageable,  as  they  appeared  to  be. 

While  we  were  in  the  vicinity  of  this  light  we  were  made  a  splendid  taigH 
fbr  the  enemy,  who  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  by  sending  a  lO-inck 
shot  through  both  caaematee,  passing  out  tbrongn  the  iron  on  the  Gtarba*rd  ^lit, 
wounding  four  (4)  men.  Besides  this,  we  were  struck  four  times  while  abresit 
these  batteries,  nut  sustained  no  injury  from  them. 

Aa  soon  as  we  were  able  to  bring  our  port  broadside  guns  to  bear,  we  put  five 
second  shot  into  their  batteries,  and  when  nearest  the  city  gave  them  grape^  and 
all,  I  think,  with  good  effect,  for  we  passed  so  sldwly  and  leisur^y  that  w« 
could  not  help  getting  good  aim. 

At  13.50  we  were  struck  on  the  port  quarter  by  a  random  shot  from  the 
Warrcnton  batteries,  which  did  no  harm.     We  did  not  throw  away  any  amBQ- 
nition  on  this  place,  as  it  was  too  smalt  an  affair.    The  officers  and  men  bekav^d 
splendidly.     I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeon's  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRYON  WILSON, 

JAmlcmatt  Vommandtmg. 

Reor-Admiral  David  D.  Fobthr, 

■      Commanding  Mittiiiippi  Squadron.  C    (loolf 
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Liti  of  caiaaltiti  a%  Iht  Mound  CUj/. 

United  Statec  Steamer  Mou.nd  City, 

Miuitiippi  Rioer,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  followjog  caaoalties  occurred  on  board  thu  Toaael  while  puaing 
the  batterieB  of  Vicksburg  : 

John  Kelly,  chip's  paioter,  wounded;  James  Denty,  cockswain  first  cutter, 
wounded;  ^Swain   Anderson,    aearaan,   slightly  wonnded;    Adam  leeuberger, 
private,  company  B,  58th  regiment  Ohio  Tolnuteera,  slightly  wounded. 
Very  respectfiilly, 

THOMAS  BICE, 
Acting  AttulanI  Surgeon,  United  Slatei  Navy. 
Lieuteaant  Byron  Wilson, 

Com'dg  United  Stale*  Steamer  Mound  City, 


RefOTtfroM  Aclitig  VolitMur  LUmUmam  W.  R.  HmI. 

United  States  Stbambr  Pittsbubo, 
Javtet't  Plantation,  Miitiuippi  River,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  running  past  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  anil  Wairenton  last  night, 
I  have  the  gratilication  to  report  no  caenaltios  occnrred  on  board  this  vessel, 
neither  did  she  receive  any  serious  damage  from  the  enemy's  fire.  She  was 
struck  but  seven  times;  five  of  the  shot  passing  through  her  upper  works,  the 
other  two  struck  in  the  logs  which  I  had  triced  up  (by  your  order)  on  the  port 
qaarter  fur  the  protection  of  the  magazine.  One  of  the  shots  struck  immediately 
at  the  water-line,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  logs,  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
passed  into  the  magazine.  On  the  passsge  post  the  batteries  I  fired  forty-three 
rounds  of  5"  and  10"  shells  and  one  stand  of  g^pe. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly, 
and  that  I  feel  proud  to  have  the  honor  of  commanding  them. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  HOEL. 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  Com'dg. 
David  D.  Portbr, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mitt.  Squadron. 


Report  from  Aeling  Lteutetumt  J.  MeLeod  Murphy. 

Unitrd  States  Gunboat  Carondblet, 
Alrreatt  of  Ion  Plantation,  Minitnppi  River,  April  17,  18C3. 

Admiral  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  successful  passage  of  this  vessel 
by  the  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton  batteries  last  night,  in  compliance  with  your 
written  instmctions  of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  enclose  herewith  copies  nf  the 
statements  of  the  several  subordinate  officers,  from  which  you  will  be  enabled 
to  gather,  in  detail,  the  slight  disasters  and  casualties  of  the  occasion. 

Opposite  to  the  burning  house  on  the  right  bank  we  were  compelled  to  make 
a  torn  in  the  river,  and  although  we  were  exposed  to  a  heavy,  concentrated  fire 
for  nearly  an  hour.  I  attribute  to  this  fortunate  pirouette  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy's  ranges  at  us.     Abreast  of  the  Warrenton  battery  we  responded  to  three 

Gooylc 
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afaote.  Duriofi;  the  engagement  the  two  8-tDch  gun  and  the  rifled  42-poiiDder 
of  the  port  batteiy  were  the  only  ones  used  ;  these  were  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  CharleB  H.  Amerman,  and  were  well  served. 

The  coal  bai^e  which  was  aseigned  to  our  care  was  towed  safely,  and  is  nor 
moored  to  the  hank  witliont  leak  or  damage. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  reflpectfully,  your  obedient  aerrant, 

J.  McLEOD  MURPHY, 

Aetimg  LUia.  U.  S.  N.,  Vom'dg. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Com'dg  V.  S.  Mis*.  Squadron. 


United  Statbs  Hississtppr  3(i<iadron, 

Minutippi  River,  New  Carthage,  April  17,  1863. 
Sir  :  The  following  ia  a  list  of  the  men  wounded  in  the  Uiaaiesippi  Bqnadnm 
while  paesing  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg  last  night: 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Benton,  Assistant  Surgeon  N.  L.  Bates:  Eil. 
C.  Brennan,  acting  engineer,  flesh  wound  in  thigh,  severe;  Charles  Dost,  Ha- 
inan, left  leg  shot  away,  amputation  below  knee;  Wm.  N.  Taylor,  landsnuu, 
wound  from  musket  ball  in  left  groin,  severe  but  not  dangerous;  Charica 
Hillyer,  private,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  splinter  wound,  not  severe. 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Carondelet,  Assistant  Sureeon  D.  R.  Bannao: 
John  Dorman,  seaman,  shell  wound  in  face,  slight;  John  Fallan,  seaman,  con- 
tusion from  splinter  in  groin,  not  serious;  Ray  Cutler,  seaman,  splinter  wound 
in  neck;  Geo.  Fiaher,  seaman,  splinter  wound  in  face. 

On  the  United  States  steamer  Mound  City,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas 
Rice :  John  Kelly,  carpenter,  splinter  wound  of  leg,  severe ;  James  Dcqit. 
cockswain,  coatusion  of  shoulder,  severe;  S.  Anderson,  seaman,  splinter  wound 
in  abdomen ;  Idam  Isenbeizer,  private,  Co.  B,  38lh  Ohio,  contusion  of  &ce,  slight. 
The  gunboats  Lafayette,  Pittsburg,  General  Price,  and  Lonieville  had  none 
of  their  crews  injured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervaut, 

J.  C.  BERTOLETTE, 

StcrgeoH  U.  S.  Navy. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Davip  R.  Portbb, 

Com.'dg  Miuitsippi  Squadron. 


Rttnning  the  batteriet  at  Vicktburg. 

U.  S.  U188IS8IPP1  SauADRuN,  U.  8.  Stbambr  Black  Hawk, 

Yazoo  Rieer,  April  17.  1863. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Admiral  Porter,  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  be  left  thif 
river  last  night  at  10  p.  m.,  in  the  Benton,  accompanied  hy  the  La&yette,  Gen- 
eral Price,  Loniaville,  Mound  City,  Pittsburg,  Carondelet,  Tnacombia,  and  thiH 
transports,  and  also  that  they  arrived  safely  below  the  batteriea  at  Vickshni;^- 
with  the  exception  of  the  transport  Henry  Clay,  destroyed  Jiy  fire. 

The  vessels  suffered  very  little  on  the  passage  in  killed  and  wounded— ave- 
raging, probably,  one  to  each  of  the  former  and  two  to  the  latter. 

The  vessels  themselves  sustained  no  damage  of  any  account.    The  firing  was 
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very  Leavy  on  both  eidea,  but  I  think  perceptibly  slackened  on  tlie  rebele*  part 
a  our  fleet  got  ^eir  gans  to  bear. 

Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  eerrant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Hod.  OrDEOiV  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/,  WaeAinglon,  D.  C. 


Operationt  at  Grand  Gulf. 

MtssiSHPPi  SavADRON,  Flao-Ship  Benton, 

OJ'  A>io  Carthage,  April  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  rest  of  the  squadron  ie  now  at  Grand  Gulf,  waiting  for  tlie  army  to 
make  a  move.  The  enemy  have  heavily  tiiriified  Grand  Gulf  aince  the  passage 
diiwii  of  the  Hartford,  and  are  still  working  night  and  day  to  make  the  place 
imprpgnable,  if  they  have  time. 

I  went  close  to  tlie  upper  battery  oo  the  SSd,  in  the  Lafayette,  and  drove  the 
men  out  of  the  workf,  and  the  vesBela  arc  now  so  arrungi'd  timt  thry  command 
lh<'  upper  battery,  mounting  four  heavy  gone,  and  the  mouth  of  Black  river, 
tliMugh  which  ammunition  and  supplies  are  brought  down,  ftud  by  which  the 
niieU  have  hitherto  obtained  supplies  from  Red  river. 

General  Grant  comes  over  here  to-uight,  and  I  may  know  Bomething  more  of 
Lis  plana. 

I  did  not  wish  to  leave  here  to  comnmnicalc  with  Admiral  Farragat  until  I 
h»ve  landed  the  army  safely  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  When  that  is  done, 
1  nhall  feel  at  liberty  to  go  below  with  all  but  two  veasels,  and  take  charge  of 
the  river  from  Bed  river  up. 

The  rebels  have  fortified  Grand  Gulf  so  strongly  that  I  do  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  let  one  or  two  vcsaels  go  by,  for  I  cannot  get  them  up  again  againet  the 
current.  Wlieu  we  do  move  it  must  be  a  combined  attack,  and  one  that  cannot 
fail.  The  euemy  have  already  12,000  men  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  are  throwing  in 
more  with  all  the  rapidity  they  con. 

Until  our  communication  is  fairly  opened  with  tho  other  aide  by  water  the 
srmy  can  move  but  slowly  ;  they  nave  now  to  depend  on  us  for  coal  barges  to 
get  them  over  the  bayous  and  other  etreame,  and  all  the  provisions  they  have  is 
*rhat  we  brought  down  in  the  transports,  seven  of  which  nave  run  the  blockade. 
They  were  mostly  damaged  in  machinery,  but  the  engineers  of  the  squadron 
have  repaired  them  so  that  they  can  run.  I  have  six  weeks'  provisions  and  coal, 
aud  have  made  arrangements  to  hiive  sapplies  sent  through  by  some  means. 

We  will  have  to  build  a  railroad,  which  will  much  facilitate  matters.  No  one 
could  imagine,  unless  they  saw  it,  the  difficulties  of  transportation ;  still  1  hope 
we  will  overcome  it  all,  and  though,  at  present,  I  see  no  certainty  of  a  success- 
ful landing  of  our  army  on  the  Miseissippi  side,  yet  nothing  will  be  left  undone 
by  me  to  facilitate  it. 

The  portion  of  the  squadron  now  here  cannot  even  return  ahove  Vicksburg 
uniil  that  place  is  taken.  It  can,  however,  be  maintained  below,  with  great 
labor,  and  keptjn  active  service  on  the  river,  provided  that  no  damage  is  re- 
cuired  in  the  machinery. 

1  shall  endeavor  to  get  our  floating  machine  shop  through,  when  we  can  repair 
almost  any  injury. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuiteippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDEO.N  Wbllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy,  Wathington,  D.  C.  Dig  izedtyGoOQlc 
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Vaplure  oftkt  baiteriei  at  Gramd  Gvlf,  Miuutippi. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flao-Srip  Beaton, 

Below  Grand  GiOf.  April  29, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  telegram  annonncing  that  we  U 
fought  the  balteriea  at  Grand  Galf  for  five  hours  and  thirty-five  muiut{«  «itk 
partial  succeBS. 

Grand  Gulf  has  been  very  strongly  fortified  since  Admiral  Famgnl  Wit 
down,  to  prevent  hiB  comiDg  up  again ;  and  four  batteries  (some  of  tct;  hMn 
gun»^  are  placed  at  the  distance  of  a  qnarter  of  n  mile  apart,  on  high  point".  tM 
completely  command  the  river.  I  wdered  the  Louisville,  Carondelel.  Mnuid 
City,  and  Pittsburg  to  lead  the  way  and  attack  the  lower  batteries,  while  ibe 
TuBcnmbia,  Benton,  and  Lafayette  attacked  the  upper  ones — the  LafujNir 
Iving  in  an  eddy  and  fighting  stern  down  stream.  Toe  vessels  below  ^ilciiwl 
iLe  lower  batteries,  sod  then  closed  up  on  the  upper  one,  which  had  betn  liotW 
engaged  by  the  Benton  and  Tuscumbia,  both  ships  Buffering  severely  in  kilhJ 
and  wounded.     The  Pittsbnrg  came  up  just  at  the  moment  when  a  Ut^  ^b<'1l 

Sassed  through  the  Benton's  pilot-house,  wounding  the  pilot,  Mr.  'Williams,  xoi 
iBabliDg  the  wheel.  This  made  the  vessel  unmanageable  for  a  short  tioK.  ud 
she  drifted  down  to  the  lower  batteries,  which  she  opened  upon  while  irpsiriag 
damages. 

The  Pittsbnrg,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hoel,  for  a  short  time  bore  dw 
brunt  of  the  fire,  and  lost  eight  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The  TnKamtiii 
was  cat  up  a  great  deal,  (and  proved  herself  a  poor  ship  in  a  hot  engngcmnil.) 
As  the  fire  of  the  upper  battery  slackened,  (I  presume  from  want  of  aunmii- 
tion,}  I  passed  up  a  short  distance  above  the  fort  to  communicate  with  Geni^ 
Grant,  to  see  whether  he  thought  proper  to  send  the  troops  in  the  transport*  \)J 
ibe  battery,  under  what  was  rather  a  feeble  return  to  our  Gre.  He  concWd  to 
land  the  troops,  and  march  them  across  by  a  road  two  milea  long,  coining  ont 
below  the  batteries.  As  there  wa«  a  prospect  of  expending  a  good  deal  of  am- 
munition on  the  upper  battery  without  being  able  to  occDpy  it  if  it  wai  iiilencnl, 
the  vessels  moved  up  stream  again  by  signal  without  being  much  fired  U.  <ir 
receiving  any  damage,  while  the  enemy  had  a  raking  fire  on  them. 

I  then  sent  down  Captain  Walke,  in  the  Lafayette,  to  prevent  them  ff"™ 
repairing  damages,  which  they  were  doing  with  great  diligence.  He  opened  •« 
them,  to  which  they  responded  a  few  time^,  and  finally  left  the  fort,  when  ^ 
fired  at  intervals  of  five  minutes  nntil  dark. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  again  got  under  way  (with  the  transports  following  n?) 
and  attacked  the  batteries  again,  the  transports  all  parsing  safely  down  nndw 
cover  of  onr  fire.  We  are  now  in  a  position  to  make  a  landing  when  the  pemwJ 
pleases.  I  should  have  preferred  this  latter  course  in  the  fin-t  instinci;;  ii 
would  have  saved  many  Uvea  and  many  hard  knocks.  The  Benton  recW 
forty-seven  shota  in  her  bull  alone,  nnt  counting  the  damage  done  above  btr 
rail,  but  she  was  just  as  good  for  a  fight  when  she  got  through  ad  wben  '^ 
commenced. 

All  the  vessels  did  well,  though  it  was  the  most  difficult  portion  of  the  rivtr 
in  which  to  manage  an  iron'clad — strong  currents  (running  six  knot«]  and  stroni 
eddies  turning  them  round  and  round,  making  them  fair  taints,  and  the  BfdI"H^ 
heavy  plates  did  not  stand  the  heavy  shot,  which,  in  many  instances,  boni  1*^ 
thmugn. 

The  Tuscumbia  showed  great  weakness  ae  a  fighting  ?bip,  though  her  com- 
mander did  his  best  to  keep  her  in  a  position  where  she  did  exci-Ilent  svrvitt- 
The  current  turned  her  round  and  round,  exposing  lier  at  every  turn.  It  '" 
a  hard  fight,  and  a  long  one,  on  both  flides.  1  he  enemy  fought  his  nppfj 
battery  with  a  desperation  I  have  never  yet  witnessed;  for  though  we  fiif»p* 
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him  a(  a  distance  of  fifty  yards,  we  never  fairly  succeeded  in  stopping  his  fire 
hot  for  a  short  time.  It  was  remarkable  we  did  not  disable  his  guns ;  but 
AoD^  we  knocked  the  parapets  pretty  much  to  pieces,  the  guns  were  apparently 
wiinjared. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  met  with  my  warmest  admiration.  I 
will  leave  to  the  commanders  of  the  veseels  the  pleasure  of  mentioning  those 
nnder  them  who  merited  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  favorably  my  secretary,  Mr.  Guild,  who  took  the 
minatee  of  the  action  ;  mj  eignal  officer,  Ensign  Hunt ;  my  aid,  Ensign  Brown, 
who  was  wounded ;  and  Surgeon  Bertolette,  of  the  Dlack  Hawk,  who  devoted 
himself  to  the  wounded.  It  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  an  invidious  distinction  if  I 
mention  the  handsome  manner  in  which  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R. 
HocI  handled  and  fought  the  Pittsburg.  I  was  mucli  indebted  to  him  for  so 
promptly  taking  the  place  of  the  Benton  when  the  loss  of  our  wheel  made  us 
turn  down  stream. 

All  the  commanders  fought  their  ships  gallantly,  and,  I  think,  efi'ectively. 
The  gentleman  mentioned  had  the  advantage  of  being  one  of  the  best  pilot*  on 
the  river,  and  knew  exactly  where  to  place  his  ship.  I  only  hope  I  may  always 
go  into  a  fight  with  as  good  officers  to  back  me. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  engaged,  and  their  commanders :  Benton, 
Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greer;  Lafayette,  Captain  Henry  Walke; 
Lonisville,  Lieutenant  Commauder  K.  K.  Owen;  Tuscumbia,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander James  W.  Shirk;  Mound  City,  Lieutenant  Commander  Byron  Wilson; 
Catondelet,  Acting  Lieutenant  J,  McLeod  Murphy;  Pittsburg,  Acting  Volun 
t«er  Lieutenant  W.  H  Hoel.  The  General  Price,  Commander  Selim  E.  Wood- 
worth,  waa  engaged  in  carrying  troops  and  towing  transports  past  the  batteries. 
The  squadron  has  been  six  hoard  and  a  half  to-day  under  a  hut  and  well- 
directed  fire,  and  is  ready  to  commence  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  I  will  send 
a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  the  first  opportunity.  No  naval  officers  were  killed 
or  severely  wounded.  In  our  attack  to-night  only  one  man  killed.  He  was  on 
the  Mound  City. 

I  remiun,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  ConCdg  MiMttiippi  Sqvadron. 
Hon.  GiuBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  tke  Haey^Wathingtoit,  D.  C. 


HtpoH  of  Captain  Htnry  Widkt. 

MiSSISeiPPI  StttI APRON, 

V.  S.  Gunboat  Lafayette,  of  Grand  Gulf,  May  1,  1863. 
Sir  :   I  bave  the  honor  to  report  the  particulars  of  the  attack  made  by  the 
Mississippi  squadron  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  your 
general  order  of  the  27th  ultimo,  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  observation. 

About  7  o'clock  n.  m.  of  the  S9th  ultimo  the  fleet  got  under  way,  in  answer 
to  your  signals,  and  proceeded  down  to  the  rebel  batteries  of  Grand  Gulf  in  the 
fbllowitig  order:  The  Fittsbui^  led  the  attack  with  this  vessel,  which  rounded 
to  above  the  upper  batteries,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy  with  her 
100-{>ounder  rifle  guns  until  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  had  passed  down  and 
taken  their  position,  viz :  Pittsbui^,  Louisville,  Mound  City,  and  Garondelet,  at- 
tacking the  lower  batteries,  while  the  Benton,  (flag.)  Lafayette,  and  Tuscumbia 
engaged  the  upper  batteries.  Each  vessel  rounded  to  against  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries iu  order,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  firing  with  their  broadside  and  bow  guns  as 
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they  were  brought  to  bear  apou  the  enemy.  The  Laf&yett^.  afl«r  firing  35 
ronnds  of  lOO-ponnder  rifle  ehell  and  shot,  turned  her  broadside  ttod  ll-inth 
bow  guns  upon  them,  firiag  with  good  effect,  apparently,  until  about  10  o'clock 
a.  m.  The  admiral  hoieted  the  gaard  flag  (a  precoucerted  aignal)  for  the  Lnfav- 
ette  to  change  her  position  from  before  the  upper  batteries  to  the  lower  batterir-*, 
where  she  proceeded,  and  continued  firing  her  11-inch  bow  guns  and  hfr  9-iiicb 
100-pounder  rifle  guns,  and  S4-pounder  howilzer  from  the  Btarboard  broadi'iilf', 
thup  continuing  a  vigorous  and  effective  firing  upon  all  the  batteries,  whii-b. 
while  we  passed  up  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  were  silenced.  All  the  fltri 
paseed  above,  except  the  Tuscumbia,  landing  at  Ruth's  plantation,  in  obedi«ii(c 
to  your  signal.  The  Lafayette  was  struck  by  cannon  shot  about  forty  tiiBi< 
during  the  day,  five  of  which  only  did  any  serious  damage. 

I  enclose  our  carpenter's,  gunner's,  and  engineer's  repoita.  Bzpended  160 
11-inch  shell  and  shrapnell,  '^8  9-inch,  50  rifle,  and  10  24-pounder  howitxer. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  vessel  deserve  my  highest  praise  for  tfa^r  co"I- 
neas,  courage,  active  and  excellent  conduct  during  the  five  hours  and  6^ 
minutes'  fighting,  none  of  whom,  thank  Ood,  were  hurt,  but  Lieutenant  'Williim 
T.  Suttretl,  slightly  wounded. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  observed  the  enemy  repairing  their  shattered  batteries,  and.  by 
your  order,  the  Lafayette  ran  down,  and  with  a  few  rounds  from  her  bow  gunft 
silenced  the  upper  battery  and  di^pereed  the  rebels,  after  which  we  tnmed  hir 
100-pounder  rifle  guns  upon  them,  firing  at  five-miuute  intervals  until  8  o'clock 
p.  m.,  when  we  anchorea  and  piped  to  supper. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  fleet,  with  some  transports,  were  observed  coming  down  the 
river  slowly,  weighed  anchor,  beat  to  quarters,  and,  for  a  diversion,  opened  a 
brisk  fire  upon  the  upper  battery  with  onr  100-pounder  rifles.  While  pa^aln^ 
they  fired  into  all  the  batteries,  and  the  La&yette  followed  in  the  r«ar,  and 
came  to  at  this  plantation,  without  any  seriona  casualty  except  eeveial  shnt 
through  our  iron  and  into  our  casemating. 

Most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  aervant, 

H.  WALKE, 
Captain  UniCtd  Statt*  Varji. 

Acting  Eear-Admiral  D.  D.  PoRTBB, 

Commanding  MUmiippi  Squadron. 


ReforU  of  LicMdUKl  Cmammnder  JaiHM  A.  Orar. 

Unitbd  States  Flao-Ship  Bbnto.-*, 

Brainiburg,  Misfistippi,  April  30.  1863. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following;  At  7.45  yesterday  evening  tbi^ 
vessel,  bearing  your  flag,  got  under  way  and  stood  out  into  the  atream.  Ai 
8.28  stood  down  towards  Grand  Gulf,  followed  by  the  gunboats  and  tianspurv. 
As  we  approached  the  bluffs,  at  8.48,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  ua,  to  whicb 
we  responded  with  onr  bow  guns;  we  then  rouuded  to  and  engaged  the  batlerie-. 
using  bow  and  starboard  guns  when  they  would  bear.  At  9.43,  the  tnnapans 
all  haviug  passed,  dropped  slowly  down  the  river  and  tied  up  to  the  LootMau 
»hore,  about  four  miles  below  Grand  Gulf. 

We  were  struck  six  times;  lost  a  boat  that  waa  astern,  and  had  no  one  iojured- 
The  following  ammunition  was  expended:  Fourteen  S-second  9-jnch  ahtll*; 
five  10  second  9-inch  sheila;  one  5-Hecond42-pounder  rifle  shell ;  three  lO-sccowi 
42-ponnder  rifle  sbclla  ;  eight  lO-second  32-pounder  sheila — a  total  of  tltiny- 
one  firea. 

I  am,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS   A.  GBEER. 
liieuUnamt  Oomwuntdimg. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porteh,  -,  . 

Commanding  Miuitrippi  Squadron.        -ity  LiOOQIc 
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Unitbi*  States  Flao-Ship  Beston, 

Brai»tbuTg,  April  30,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  reipectfblly  Bubmit  the  following  :  This  veiflel,  Itearing  your  flag,  got 
ander  iray  yesterday  moming  at  6.40  and  Leaded  ttp  stream.  After  getting 
the  fleet  in  line,  we,  at  7.30,  slowly  steftined  down  towards  the  hatteries  at 
Grand  Gulf.  At  7.55  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  loading  vessel.  At  8.13 
we  opened  fire  from  the  forward  battery  upon  the  guns  on  tiie  bluff;  rounded 
lo  with  head  up  stream,  and  kept  firing  whenever  a  gun  would  bear,  the  enemy  , 
responding.  While  near  the  shore  the  enemy  tired  upon  us  with  musketry. 
At  9  a  shell  penetrated  the  thin  iron  on  our  starboard  quarter,  and  exploded  in 
a  elate-room,  setting  it  on  fire ;  it  was  speedily  extingnisbed.  At  9.05  a  shell 
from  No.  5  gun  carried  away  the  enemy's  flag-staff;  it  was  soon  replaced.  At 
lO.lO,  having  gotten  into  an  eddy,  were  obliged  to  round  out ;  did  bo,  and  fired 
with  onr  port  and  stern  gnus  when  they  would  bear.  We.  iu  turning  round, 
dropped  down  stream  fifteen  hundred  yards,  and  ran  into  the  bank  to  aid  us  in 
taming  round.  We  then  steamed  up  to  the  batteries  on  the  bluff  again,  and  con- 
tinued the  engagement.  At  12.25  rounded  out  and  stood  up  stream  to  com- 
municate with  General  Grant,  who  was  on  a  tug.  While  going  up  used  our 
tCem  guns.  At  12.50  the  enemy  ceased  firing  at  us,  this  vessel  having  been 
andcr  fire  four  hours  and  eleven  minutes.  At  1.57  tied  up  to  the  bank  at  Hard 
Times  landing ;  the  other  vessels,  except  the  Tuscumbia,  following  our  motions. 
The  following  ammunition  was  expended:  seventy  9-inch  5.Becond  shells; 
forty  9-incb  .5 -second  shrapnell ;  twenty -nine  9-inch  grape ;  seven  9.iuch  canister ;' 
forty-five  5-aecond  42-pounder  rifie  sheila :  one  lO-second  4S-ponnder  rifle 
shell;  sixty-nine  5-second  32-pounder  canister;  thirty  10-sccond  32-pounder 
shells ;  five  32-pounder  solid  shot ;  eleven  32-poDnder  canister ;  twenty-three 
32-pounder  grape  ;  nine  SO-pouiider  rifle  shells  ;  eight  60-pounder  solid  shot — 
a  total  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  fires.  We  were  struck  forty -seven 
times — once  in  the  hull,  twenty-two  times  on  casemates,  and  twenty-four  times 
in  upper  works-  The  4-incb  iron  was  penetrated  twelve  times ;  the  2^  inch 
iroQ  fonr  times,  three  ol  which  came  entirely  through  the  casemate.  One  shot 
wvnt  through  tbe  l^incb  irou  on  after  part  of  pilot-house  and  lodged  inside, 
wounding  a  pilot  and  shattering  the  wheel. 

The  caBualtiee  were  seven  men  killed  and  nineteen  persons  wounded,  four  of 
whom  were  officers.     Accompanying  I  enclose  surgeon's  report. 

All  the  officen  and  men  behaved  well,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  particn- 
Urize,  yet  I  cannot  pus  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of 
Acting  Ensign  ,T.  F.  Reed,  who  shot  down  the  rebel  flagstaff,  and  was  wounded 
while  aerving  his  gnu. 

AcUng  Master  and  Executive  Officer  Charles  A,  Wright  is  deserving  of  much 
credit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  be  worked  the  batteries  and  fought  a  gnu. 
Gunner  N.  B.  Willetts  served  a  9-inch  gun  with  great  efficiency. 

Thf  pilots,  Messrs.  B.  S.  Williams  and  W,  F.  Tuley,  are  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  the  coolness  and  efficiency  they  displayed  in  the  working  of  the 
vessel.  Mr,  Williams  was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  action.  Mr.  Tulev 
then  took  chai^,  and  with  a  shattered  wheel  managed  the  vessel  very  hana- 
somely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JA8.  A.  GREEE, 
Lieutenant  Qtmmanding 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbk, 

Commanding  Mittitnpjn  Squadron. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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Giumiiia  m  On  Bmioa. 


United  States  Gunboat  Brktos, 
Mitsiuippi  Squadron,  April  30, 1863, 
8iR:  The  caanalticd  ID  tbe  engagement  at  Grand  Gulf,  Misaiasippi,  ytdlcr- 
day  arc  as  follows  : 

Kilttd. — William  H.  Kitmey,  captain  of  hold;  James  Floyd,  seaman;  Micbael 
Slabony,  ordiuary  seaman;  Henry  Boston,  sergeant.  Co.  F,  SSth  Obio  volnii- 
teera ;  Jacob  Wooley,  sergeant,  Co.  F.  58tb  Ohio  volunteers ;   Biley  Sottles. 

Si-ivatc,  Co.  F,  68th  Ohio  volunteera ;  George  D.  Saae,  private,  Co,  G.  SSih 
I  bio  volunteers. 
Wounded. — Jacob  Herring,  first  lieutenant,  Co.  G,  58tb  Ohio  volonteen. 
wound  of  left  knee,  compound  fractnre  of  lift  forearm,  ampntatioD  of  thigL; 
Beverly  8.  Williams,  pilot,  wound  of  left  foot,  severe ;  J.  Fraok  Reed,  aciiug 
ensign,  scalp  wound  and  contusions  ;  George  M.  Brown,  ensiga,  flesb  wonni 
slight ;  Henry  Harming,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  wound  of  head,  s^rioa- : 
Francis  G.  Holmes,  seaman,  fracture  of  fibula  and  dislocation  of  ankle  joint; 
Charles  V.  Simpson,  captain  after  guard,  flesh  wound,  slight ;  WiUism  Wibou. 
seaman,  contusion,  slight;  George  U.  Brown,  seaman,  scalp  wound,  slight; 
Robert  Germain,  seaman,  scalp  wound,  slight ;  Henry  Smith,  seaman,  fir.-b 
wound,  slight ;  Patrick  Hurley,  seaman,  flesh  wound,  slight ;  Archibald  Taylor, 
corporal,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  coutusion,  slight;  Geo.  W.  Sherlock. 
corporal,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  contusion,  flight ;  Solomon  Lance,  pn- 
vate,  Co.  F,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  scalp  wound  ;  Michael  Engle,  private,  Cu.G. 
58th  Ohio  volunteers,  scalp  wound;  S.  J.  Rhoades,  private,  Co.  G.  58tb  Ubi<> 
volunteers,  flesh  wound,  abdomen ;  Martin  Beliers,  private,  Co.  F,  58tb  Obi^' 
volunteers,  flesh  wound  and  contusion,  severe ;  John  Brows,  private,  Co.  f - 
58th  Ohio  volunteers,  severe  eontusion  and  flesh  wound. 
Total :  killed,  seven  ;  wounded,  nineteen. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NEWTON  L.  BATES, 
A»*i*tant  Surgeon  llniud  Stale*  Xarf. 
Ueut.  Com'dr  Jas.  A.  Grber, 

Com'dg  United  Stalet  Gunboat  Benton. 


Rtpori  <^  LinMenanl  Cimt<na»itr  E.  K,  Oietm. 

Unitbo  States  Steamer  Louisville, 

Off  BinjoH  Pierre,  Louinana,  April  30,  1863 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  U 
this  vessel  in  the  two  actions  of  yesterday  :  At  7.15  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  iL> 
general  signal,  I  got  under  way  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle  bebiud  lb- 
Fittaburg,  and  pruceedcil  down  towards  the  batteries  at  Grand  Golf.  Al  SI- 
the  enemy  opened  Are  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  battery,  which  was  replir<l  ■ 
by  this  with  now  and  port  broadside  guns.  Rounded  to  and  opened  fire  on  iL 
second  battery,  mounting  three  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  and  two  field-pit^^ 
In  conjunction  with  tbe  otiier  attacking  vessels,  this  fort  woa  silenced  ab<4ii  li 
o'clock.  At  11.30,  in  obedience  to  orders,  moved  np  and  attacked  tbe  P"'-'' 
of  Rocks  battery,  at  distances  varying  from  three  hundred  to  twelve  hnndn^ 
yards.  At  1.15  p.  m.  followed  the  motions  of  the  flag-ship  in  obedieoet  t"  •'■:■ 
nal,  and  made  fast  to  the  bank  at  2.30  p  m.  The  enemy  bad  in  tbeir  ecatt^rr: 
batteries  thirteen  pieces  of  ordnance  of  different  calibre,  seven  being  hcary. 
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the  other  field  artilleiy.  At  8.30  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  took  [KtBition  three 
hnndred  yards  aatern  of  the  Benton.  At  9.05  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the 
Point  of  Rocks  hattery,  and  the  lower  batteries  opened  fire  with  bow  and  broad- 
eide  guDH  aa  they  would  bear  upon  the  enemy's  batteries.  At  9.50  p.m.  ceased 
firing,  and  followed  the  flag-ship  BcDton  down  the  river.  At  11  made  fast  to 
the  LoDlsiana  bank,  at  tiie  Disharoou  plantation. 

1  am  happy  to  say  no  caeuatties  occurred  on  board  this  veBsel,  and  to  expreas 
my  great  eatiafaction  at  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men.  We  received  but 
tKvea  shots,  four  in  the  hull  and  three  in  the  light  works  of  the  ship.  We  fired 
foar  hundred  and  forty-four  shots  duriug  the  two  engagements — four  hundred 
and  eighteen  in  the  first,  and  twenty-six  in  tbe  last.  I  send  the  report  of  the 
gunner  and  carpenter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reBpeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWEN. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  PoRTBB, 

Ccmmanding  Mutisrippi  Sguadron. 


Btpert  qf  Lieiitauail  Commandtr  J.  W.  Shkk. 

United  States  Ship  Tdscumbia, 
MUtiuippi  River,  belote  Grand  Gvff,  April  30,  1863. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
ship  in  yesterday's  action  between  the  squadron  under  your  command  and  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  wc  got  under  way  at  7  a.  m.  and  followed  the 
United  States  gunboat  Mound  City  down  the  river.  At  8.26  we  engaged  the 
upper  and  hea^  iest  fori,  the  lending  vessels  having  gone  down  to  attack  the 
lower  batteries.  This  ship  devoted  the  whole  of  her  time  to  the  upper  fort, 
from  positions  above,  below,  and  abreast  of  it,  as  the  current  and  eddy  made  it 
necessary  for  us  to  take,  until,  at  25  minutes  p.  m„  the  port  engiuo  was  disabled, 
when  we  endeavored  to  pass  above  by  using  the  propellers,  but  were  unable  to 
stem  the  curreut.  I  therefore  was  compelled  to  drop  down  out  of  action  to  find 
an  anchorage. 

Daring  Uie  early  part  of  the  fight  a  rifle  shell  struck  the  outer  edge  of  the 
port  ebntter  of  the  midship  port,  opened  it,  and  entering  the  turret  exploded 
inside,  killing  four  men  and  wounding  several  others.  Another  shell  struck 
both  shutters  of  the  same  port,  jamming  them  so  that  they  could  not  be  used. 
This  deprived  me  of  the  use  of  the  midship  gun  for  the  remainder  of  the  action. 
Wc  used  the  starboard  stern  gun  upon  the  lower  battery,  until  a  shell  entered 
the  after  turret  and  exploded,  disabling  every  man  at  tbe  gun  but  one. 

The  shell  that  exploded  in  the  forward  turret  threw  sparks  of  fire  into  the 
ehelUroom  and  magazine  passages.  I  most  earnestly  request  that  when  au 
opportunity  offers  a  different  arraagement  of  these  passages  may  he  made. 

We  were  struck  very  often  npon  the  forward  turret,  but  sustained  no  material 
damage,  except  the  losing  one  plate  of  the  armor  overboard  and  the  starting  of 
several  more.  The  plates  were  never  put  on  in  a  proper  manner,  and  wherever 
a  shot  struck  the  armor  the  bolts  were  started.  The  light  wood-work  on  deck 
is  completely  riddled. 

Great  praise  is  due  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  for  their  gallantry  and 
spirit  displayed  throughout  the  fight.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  executive 
officer,  Acting  Master  A.  F.  Tayon,  who  ably  seconded  me  during  the  battle; 
aUo  to  Acting  Ensigns  Marshall,  Farrell,  Edson,  and  Dunlap,  who  bad  charge 
of  the  guns.  Assistant  Paymaster  George  A.  Lyon  acted  as  my  aid,  taluug 
H.  Ex.  Doc  69 32  'Ji"^' 
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DoteB,  until  with  my  approbation  he  volunteered  to  assist  the  medical  officer  in 
taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

The  engines  were  ably  managed  by  Acting  Chief  Engineer  J.  W.  Hartnpc^ 
and  his  asBiatants.  Pilot  Josepti  McGammant  did  hia  duty  faithfully  at  thr 
wheel  nntil  he  was  wounded  and  fainted  from  lose  of  blood.  Pilot  Isaac  A»bi<iu 
performed  bis  duty  bravely  and  well  daring  the  whole  of  the  fight.  AssiaMni 
onrgeon  F.  E.  Potter  was  aseiduouH  in  his  8tt«ntion  to  tlie  wonQded. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  tn  report  that  the  ship  will  need  very  extensive  repairs 
before  she  will  again  be  able  to  nin. 

I  am  Borry  to  report  a  large  number  of  caBualtieB.  Among  the  dead  ia  FiT:>i 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Bageley,  of  the  g9tli  regiment  Illinois  volunteera,  who  om- 
manded  a  detachment  of  hie  company  (company  D)  at  present  on  doty  on  boarJ 
this  ahip.     He  was  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier. 

The  ship  was  struck  eigbty-one  (81)  times  by  shot  And  tihell.  Grape  and 
ihrapni'll  were  also  used  upon  us. 

I  enclose  herewith  reports  from  Assistant  Sargeon  Fred.  E.  Potter,  Uniifd 
States  navy,  the  medical  officer  of  the  ship;  Acting  Carpenter  John  Uranaii. 
and  Acting  Gunner  Reuben  Appl^ate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  SHIRK, 
Lirulenant  (Jommamder. 

Bear-Admiial  David  D.  Porter.  U.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Mittittippi  Sguadrim,  Flag-Ship  Brmto». 


Catii«llie$  en  the  Tuiemmbia. 

Umted  States  Stbambr  Tuscumkia, 

April  30.  1S63. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  as  having  occnrred  on  board 
tbia  vessel  in  the  action  of  yesterday : 

KiUtd. — Samuel  Bagsley,  first  lieutenant,  company  D,  29th  refitment  Illinois 
volunteers ;  Henii  Loquet,  ordinary  seaman  ;  John  Hanly,  officera'  cook ;  Wm. 
H.  Wright,  landsman  ;  Francis  Adams,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — James  Marshall,  acting  ensign,  contusion  of  left  forearm ;  A.  U. 
Edson,  acting  ensign,  contusion  of  forearm  and  elbow ;  Joseph  HcCanunanc. 
pilot,  flesh  wound  left  leg  ;  Ernest  Clark,  acting  master's  mate,  contusion  nt' 
neck  and  right  thigh ;  Rcinhardt  Underherg,  seaman,  compound  commnted 
fracture  frontal  bone  with  hernia  cerebri,  wounds  of  right  forearm,  wrist,  and 
left  eye ;  Michael  Dinan,  quartermaster,  compound  commnted  fracture  of  left 
parietal  bone,  witi)  hernia  cerebri ;  John  Campbell,  ordinary  seaman,  compoond 
commnted  fracture  of  right  temporal  bone,  with  hernia  cerebri ;  Michael  Kearny 
seaman,  wound  of  right  dorsal  region;  Gustavus  Hastings,  private,  company  D. 
twenty-ninth  regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  wound  of  left  thigh ;  William  Flinn. 
landsman,  right  eye  and  root  of  neck ;  Thomas  Hearv,  landsman,  left  ride  of 
abdomen  and  left  forearm ;  Edward  Brown,  private,  company  D,  twenty-ninth 
regiment  Illinois  volunteers,  wonnd  of  superciliom,  and  left  forearm ;  Robert 
Storey,  seaman,  wound  of  right  foreann  and  hand  ;  Vergerian  Simonsoo,  lands- 
man, centurim  of  right  thigh ;  Robert  Walker,  ordinary  seam&n,  slight  wnnnd 
of  fece  and  right  hand  ;  John  Groves,  captain  of  forecastle,  wound  of  left  hand 
and  fingers ;  Stephen  Lockwood,  seaman,  left  wrist ;  Henry  Honsineton,  lands- 
man, wound  of  chest,  slight ;  Charles  Smitli,  seaman,  contusion  of  \e&  dbow  ; 
William  Brown,  quarter  gunner,  wound  of  face  and  neck;  Rudolph  Reinhardt. 
■eaman,  left  side  of  abdomen  and  face ;  George  BnbUge,  seaman,  woaad  of 
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ictlp  ;  Hichul  Shea,  coxswain,  wound  of  left  eyelid  ;  Robert  HcFarland,  uea- 
man,  wound  of  acalp. 

I  am,  TtTT  respectful  It,  Tour  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  E.  POTTER, 
AttUlant  Surgeon,  V.  iS.  N. 
LiRut.  Gom'dr  Jami!s  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  N., 

United  Slatei  Steamer  Tutamtbia. 


Rtport  </  Liailmmt  Comnuaidtr  Byron  Witim. 

Umtbd  Status  Gunboat  Mound  City, 

Below  Grand  Gvlf,  Apnl  m,  1563. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  got  under 
way  yesterday  moniing,  aod  took  my  position  iu  line  of  battle  aeteni  of  the 
Caroadclct,  and  moved  dnwn  the  river,  opening  fire  on  the  upper  of  the  Grand 
Gulf  batteries  at  7.50  a.  m.,  delivering  first  the  bow  and  then  the  starboard 
bniadside  guna. 

Steaming  oa  down,  I  rounded  to  below  the  lower  batteries  and  commenced 
firing  at  one  thousand  yards,  using  6"  shell  and  occasionally  shrapnell.  These 
lower  batteries  were  silenced  after  a  heavy  shelling  of  nearly  four  Houre.  In 
nbodience  to  signal,  and  following  our  leader,  we  moved  np  to  the  upper  battery, 
and  steamed  around  in  a  circle  eeveral  times,  immediately  in  front  of  it,  and 
uiu^sing  within  three  hundred  yards,  using  all  of  our  guns  in  Buccession. 
We  were  unable,  however,  to  hit  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  owing  bi  the  skilful 
tmd  scientific  arrangement  of  the  embrasures.  At  12.45,  after  five  hours'  hard 
fighting,  and  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  steamed  up  the  river  out  of  range.  Dur- 
ing the  action  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  one  was  injured.  The  light  work 
vug  considerably  cut  up,  but  no  serious  damage  done  tn  the  hull. 

In  the  evening,  at  7.40,  I  got  under  way  and  took  my  position  in  line  of 
buttle  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  the  Grand  Gulf  batteries  while  the  army 
transports  passed  them.  We  gained  our  object,  keeping  the  batteries  so  well 
employed  that  probably  not  a  transport  was  fven  fired  at.  We  used  our  bow 
and  starboard  broadside  gilns,  firing  with  the  greatest  deliberation.  The  trans- 
ports having  passed,  I  dropped  down  and  tied  up  to  the  bank.  During  this 
action  the  vessel  was  struck  severul  time^ — a  very  heavy  one,  which  struck  on 
the  starboard  aide,  killed  Firet  Sergeant  Fritz  Vcrmold,  company  A,  fifty-oighth 
Ohio  volunteers,  instantly.  The  worst  injury  the  hull  of  this  veesel  received 
was  from  the  Louisville  running  into  the  port  side,  she  beading  down  the  river 
while  I  watt  heading  up.  In  both  the  above  actions  the  officers  and  men  were 
distinguished  for  their  bravery  and  coolness,  the  officers  of  the  gun  dirisioDe 
especially.  We  expended  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  projectiles. 
1  am,  very  resiiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYEON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commandimg. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Fortbk, 

Ctmuitanding  Miuiitippi  Squadron. 


Rtparl  1^  Acting  UmHaanl  J.  MeLtod  Marphv. 

Umtbd  Statbh  Stbambr  Caro.ndblbt, 
Miuiitippi  River,  three  milei  below  Grand  Gulf,  May  2,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  Te»el  in  the  action  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

In  obedience  to  the  signal,  I  took  my  position  in  the  line  of  battle  astern  o 
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tfie  LioniBville,  and  approached  the  upper  battery  at  the  Point  of  Bocks,  Graul 
Gulf,  within. about  fil'Ceen  hnndred  yards  distance,  at  8  a.  in.,  and  opened  fire  on 
it  with  the  three  9-iDch  guns  comprising  the  bow  battery ;  then  Btcamed  alowlj 
down,  pa^eed  all  the  batteries,  discharging  our  bow  and  port  side  gnns  [nm 
42-pounder  rifle  and  two  8-inch  guus)  as  occasion  offered.  1  tlien  ronoded  to 
under  the  bar,  steamed  np  stream,  preserving  the  line  of  order,  and  manceuvrtd 
the  vessel  so  as  to  bring  our  gune  to  bear  most  efficiently.  The  bow  and  fUr- 
board  guns  were  actively  engaged.  Obeying  tlie  Bignal,  I  ordered  the  firing  In 
-cease,  and  steamed  up  the  river,  arriving  at  Hard  Times  landing  at  2  p.  m-  Tbt 
action  continued  almost  incessantly  about  five  hours. 

At  about  8  p.  m.  we  again  steamed  down  the  river  with  the  squadron,  Bring 
at  the  batteries  as  we  passed,  and  rounded  to  abreast  of  the  lower  t>attery,  wfaicli 
was  silenced.  The  army  transports  havin?  passed,  we  steamed  down  and  made 
A  landing  at  this  point.  In  the  two  attacks  the  vessel  was  struck  five  times, 
occasioning  not  very  serious  damages;  and  in  the  engineer  deportment  onr  lo«a 
was  two  wheel  aims,  two  circle  segments,  and  two  wheel  braces  cut  off. 

No  cacnalties,  fortunately,  occurred  among  the  officers  and  crew,  who  con- 
ducted themselves  throughout  with  great  caolness,  courage,  and  efficiency. 

I  enclose  the  gunner's  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am.  reepectfuDy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McLEOD  MUEPHY, 
Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 

Comtnanding  Mitaiinppi  Squadron. 


RtpoTl  of  Acting  ViAuntetT  Litvlnant  W.  R.  Hod. 

Umtbd  States  Steamer  Pittsbcro, 

Mitntippi  Riper,  May  1,  1863- 
SiR :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  April  29,  in  acGordaoce  with  in- 
Btructions  fi'om  you,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  to  engage  tlie  enemy's  bu- 
teries  at  Grand  Gulf  at  8.10  a.  m.  Although  struck  by  the  enemy's  ehol 
thirty-five  timi^s  during  the  engagement,  and  severely  cut  up  by  them,  she  if  in 
no  way  disabled.  While  engnging  the  enemy,  four  hundred  and  twenty-nini' 
rounds  were  fired,  princiiially  from  her  bow  and  starboard  broadside  batterite. 
.consisting  of  shot,  phell,  shrapnelt,  grape,  and  canister. 

At  1.30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  (by  signal  from  the  Louisville.^  1  with- 
drew my  vessel  from  the  engagement. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  following  pasualtiea :    Killed  six,  wounded 
thirteen. 

While  passing  below,  and  engaging  the  batteries  the  same  night,  1  fiiv^ 
twenty-one  rounds.     The  vessel  received  but  two  shots,  neither  doing  seriou 
damage;  casualties  none.     The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  crew  during  boili 
Actions  was  that  of  men  toAo  had  the  caute  of  their  eotmtry  at  heart, 
I  enclose  reports  of  surgeon,  gunner,  engineer,  and  carpenter. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HOEL. 
Acting  VolwUeer  Lieutenant  Commtindi^- 
Actang  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mitnttippi  Squadron. 
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CtMoitU*  DM  til  Piadntrg. 

UNtTBu  States  Stbamek  Pittsbuiio, 

April  30,  1863. 
Sir:  I  bave  the  bonor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  occurring  on 
board  thia  vessel  daring  the  engagement  at  Qrand  Golf,  April  39,  18G3 : 

Killed. — John  Carrol,  captain  forecastle ;  Richard  Gray,  landeman  ;  William 
Springer,  Gottlieb  Stinger,  Absalom  E.  Lcffler,  marines  ;  James  Haywood, 
I'ontraband. 

Wottnded. — James  Ovatt,  master's  mate,  slightly ;  James  Kelroc,  Austin 
Fowler,  John  Scott,  seamen,  severely ;  Alexander  Smith,  Charles  Str&nd,  Rob- 
FTt  Hartly,  Frederick  Krui<e,  seamen,  slightly;  J.  Fartiz,  marine,  amputated 
Ifg;  A.  Wentenberger,  mariue,  severely;  D.  HufTord,  Addison  Deets,  marines, 
slightly. 

Respectfully, 

F.  M.  FOLLETT, 

Acting  AMtittant  Sitrgeo*. 
Acting  Volnnteer  Lieat.  William  R.  Hobi., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  PUuburg. 


iidHmtal  nptnl  qf  A-litig  Btar-Admmt  Porlir.  —  Deicription  of  Granit  Oulf  and  llw  b-iibria. 

UisstseiPPi  8<tiiADRo.\,  Flau-Ship  Bbntun, 

Grand  Gulf,  Mittitiippi.  May  3,  1S63. 

SiB :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  got  under  way  thia  morning,  with  the 
l^ayctte,  Carondelet,  Mound  City,  and  Pittsburg,  and  proceeded  up  to  the  forts 
St  Grand  Gulf  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  tbem,  if  they  had  not  retreuted.  The 
enemy  had  left  before  we  got  up,  blowing  up  their  ammunition,  spiking  the 
Urge  guns,  and  burying  or  taking  away  the  lighter  ones.  The  forts  consisted  of 
thirteen  guns  in  all ;  the  works  are  of  the  most  extensive  kind,  and  would  seem 
h>  defy  the  efforts  of  a  much  heavier  Sect  thiin  the  one  which  silenced  them. 
The  forte  were  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  the  accuracy  of  our  fire.  Colonel 
Wade,  the  commandant  of  the  batteries,  was  killed,  aUo  bis  chief  of  staff. 
Eleven  men  were  killed  that  we  know  of,  and  many  wounded — ao  our  inform- 
ant Bays;  he  also  says  no  one  was  permitted  to  go  into  t!io  forts  after  the 
action  except  those  belonging  there.  We  had  a  hard  iight  with  these  forts,  and 
it  is  with  great  pleasure  I  report  that  the  navy  holds  the  door  to  Vickshurg. 

Grand  Gulf  is  the  strongest  place  on  tbe  Mississippi ;  bad  the  enemy  suc- 
ceeded ia  finishing  tbe  fortifications,  no  fleet  could  bave  taken  them.  I  have 
been  all  over  tbe  works,  and  found  tbem  as  follows  ;  One  fort  on  Point  of  Rocks, 
seventy-five  feet  high,  calculated  for  six  or  seven  guns,  mounting  two  7-inch 
rifles  and  one  8-inch,  and  one  Parrott  gun  on  wheels  (carried  off.)  On  the  left 
of  this  work  is  a  triangular  work,  calculated  to  mount  one  heavy  gun  ;  tbese 
works  are  connected  with  another  fnrt  by  a  covered  way  and  double  rifle-pita, 
extending  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  constructed  with  much  labor,  and  showing 
great  skill  on  the  part  of  tbe  constructor.  The  third  fort  commands  the  river  in 
alt  directions ;  it  monnted  one  splendid  Blakely  tOO-pounder  and  one  8-inch ; 
tw"  32-pounders  were  lying  bursted  and  broken  on  the  ground.  The  gunhoata 
had  so  covered  up  everything  with  earth  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  at  a 
^ance  what  was  there.  With  the  exception  of  the  guns  that  were  (lismouoted 
or  broken,  every  gun  that  fell  into  our  hands  was  in  good  condition,  with  s 
lai^u  quantity  of  ammunition.  -,  . 
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Thie  is  by  far  the  most  extonsive  bnilt  work,  with  the  exception  of  thow  « 
Vicksburg,  I  bave  yet  seen  ;  and  am  happy  to  say  we  hold  it.  I  am  dismoiuil- 
ing  the  guns,  and  glutting  on  board  the  ammunition  ;  and,  as  I  leave  in  an  hear 
for  Bed  river,  Lieutunaal  Commander  Owen  will  carry  out  my  instnictiont. 

1  hear  nothing  of  our  army  as  yet.  Was  expecting  to  hear  their  guns  u  we 
advanced  on  the  forts. 

Since  making  the  abore  examination,  two  new  forts  have  been  found,  neiri; 
finished ;  they  nave  no  guns,  but  were  complete  of  the  kind  as  regards  posilion, 
and  had  heavy  field-pieces  in  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETEB, 
Acting  Rtar-Admiral,  Com'dg  Misi.  Sfuadrm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tie  Naey,  Wathingtoit,  D.  C. 


U.  8.  Mississrppi  SttuADBON,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawi, 
Near  Viekiburg,  Jwu  5,  1863. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  a  chart  and  plan  of  Grand  Gulf,  captnrfd 
by  the  Miesissippi  squadron  Hay  3,  18G3. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  Mitt.  Squadrom. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


These  batteries  mounted  one  lOO-ponndcr,  two  64-pounders,  two  7-incb  rifle 
cannon,  one  30-pounder  Parrotl  shifting  gnn,  two  30-poundcr  Parrotts  in  btl- 
tery,  two  20-pounder  Parrott  near  main  magazine  in  covered  way,  three  10- 
pounder  Parrotts  on  the  hills.  Batteries  engaged  by  the  gunboats  for  five 
nonrs  and  thirty-five  minutes ;  tbc  lower  battery  silenced  and  covered  up  in 
three  hnnrs ;  the  upper  batteries  silenced,  with  the  exception  of  one  gnn,  whioli 
could  not  train  on  any  vceeel,  being  clogged  with  earth.  The  Layfayette  laiil 
opposite  thie  battery,  and  kept  the  people  from  working  until  dark,  when  ilwv 
partially  repaired.     The  defenci-e  were  all  earthworks. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  four  or  five  small  field-pieces  were  used  by  ilii* 
rebels,  and  shifted  about  from  place  to  place. 

(Copied  from  a  survey  maae  by  T.  M.  Farrcll,  United  States  navy.  May, 
1863,  Dy  Alexander  Strauz,  United  States  coast  sur^'ey.) 


Capture  of  Fortt  De  Rttsty,  Red  river,  and  Alexandria,  Lotiitiamu 

Mississippi  Souaubon.  Flag-Ship  Bevton, 

Alexandria,  Louitiana,  Mail  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  left  Grand  Gulf  at  noon  on  the  3d  instant,  and  arrived  that  nighl  ai 
the  mouth  of  Red  river. 

After  commnniuating  with  Admiral  Farragut,  and  being  kindly  iiapplied  ^J 
Commodore  Palmer  with  men  and  ammunition  to  supply  deficicuciei".  I  p"- 
ceedcd  np  Red  river  on  the  4th  with  tlie  Benton.  Lafayette,  PiiL-bnrg,  Pr>". 
ram  Switzerland,  and  tug  Ivy,  Meeting  two  of  Admiral  Farra^ul's  vi-.^!-. 
the  Arizona  and  Estrella,  coming  down,  I  detained  them,  and  to<^  them  b«ck 
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with  me.  We  uriTed  next  evening  at  Fort  De  Rnsay,  a  powerful  oasemated 
work,  (three  casemates,}  and  a  flanking  battery  nearly  at  right  angles  with  it, 
calculated  to  mount  seven  guns.  The  enemy  badi  however,  evacuated  the 
works,  taking  away  all  but  one  gun,  a  64-ponnder,  and  only  the  day  before  had 
managed  to  get  away  the  Xl-inch  and  the  IX-inch  guns  captured  from  the  lu- 
dianola;  they  had,  however,  destroyed  the  carriages  and  equipments. 

The  enemy  had  at  this  point  a  heavy  raft  that  Mat  970,000  to  build ;  it  was 
landed  on  either  bank  of  tte  river,  and  fastened  with  chains.  The  Price,  how- 
ever, soon  opened  it  by  running  against  the  end,  and  made  a  passage  for  the 
rest  of  the  Bt«amera. 

I  laid  by  the  fort  that  night,  and,  upon  close  examination,  finding  that  it 
would  take  too  much  time  to  destroy  it  effectually,  pushed  os  to  Alexandria, 
where  we  arrived  this  morning  early. 

I  sent  the  Arizona  ahead  last  night  to  surprise  any  steamer  that  might  be 
at  the  town,  and  this  momiDg  took  formal  posaeesion  without  auy  resistance; 
indeed,  there  eeemed  to  be  great  cordiality  sEown  ns  all  along  this  river. 

Id  the  town  there  was  great  rejoicing  among  the  Union  men  at  our  arrival, 
and  no  indisposition  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  meet  us  in  a  friendly  spirit.  I 
hare  seized  all  the  rebel  property  here,  but  they  removed  only  as  late  as  last 
night  some  of  the  roost  valuable.  What  steamers  they  had  here  had  been 
lightened  and  taken  above  Shreveport,  (which  is  350  miles  by  river  irom  here,) 
and  are  out  of  our  reach  for  the  present.  I  send  the  gunboats  to-morrow  up 
Black  river,  where  there  are  twenty  transports,  some  of  wnich  we  may  capture. 

This  evening -General  Banks  came  into  Alexandria,  having  made  a  rapid 
march  from  Opeloueae,  and  reached  here  one  day  sooner  than  I  expected  him.  I 
tnnicd  over  the  city  to  him,  and  shall  return  in  a  few  days  to  Grand  Gulf.  The 
water  is  too  low  for  us  to  ascend  higher  up  Red  river  and  return  with  safety. 
As  we  ascended,  the  rebels  fled  before  us,  abandoning  also  some  works  they 
were  erecting  seven  miles  helow  Alexandria. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admirai,  Com'dg  Musittippi  tiquadron. 
Hon.  GiDBO.N  Wbixbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathingttm.  D.  C 


DtttTtttion  of  Fart  Dt  Am<)I  and  rtcmnoittaxtt  e»  Black  riser. 
Mississippi  Squauron,  Flag-Ship  Gbnbral  Pbicb, 

Grand  Gulf,  MUnutippi,  May  13,  1863. 
Sir  ;  I  bad  the  honor  to  inform  you  from  Alexandria  of  the  capture  of  that 
place  and  the  forts  defending  the  approaches  to  the  city  by  the  naval  forces 
under  my  command.     Twenty-four  huurs  after  we  arrived  the  advance  guard 

0  f  United  States  troops  came  into  the  city,  aud  Genera!  Banks  arriving  soon 
f»ftcr,  I  turned  the  place  over  to  his  keeping.  Tbc  water  beginning  to  fall,  I 
rl  cemcd  it  prudent  to  return  witli  the  largest  veKselfl  to  the  mouth  of  Red  river. 

1  dropped  down  to  the  forts  Y)t:  Runny  in  tbc  Bi'nton  and  undertook  to  destroy 
tlaose  works.  I  only  succeeded,  however,  in  effectually  destroying  the  three 
[■cavy  cnsematcs  commanding  the  channel,  and  a  small  water  battery  for 
V,  vvo  guns,  about  600  yards  below  it.  I  also  destroyed  (by  bursting  )  one 
-1  r^ravy  33-pounder  and  some  gun-carriages  left  in  their  hurry  by  the  enemy. 
X~*lic  inaiii  fort  on  a  hill  some  900  yards  from  the  water  I  was  unable  to  attend 

o_  It  is  quite  an  extensive  work,  quite  new  and  incomplete,  but  built  with 
i^uch  labor  and  pains;  it  will  take  two  or  three  weeks  to  pull  it  to  pieces.  I 
,sx.«l  not  the  powder  to  spare  to  blow  it  up;  the  vessels  will  do  ordered^ to  ttoA 
,x«    it  occasionally,  and  it  will  soon  be  destroyed.  .    CiOOQIc 
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'Id  this  last-mentioned  fort  was  mounted  the  Xl-inch  ^a  which  I  am  led  to 
believe  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  river  near  the  fort,  the  rebels  throwing  it  over- 
board in  their  panic  at  the  approach  of  the  gunboats. 

The  raft  which  closed  the  entrance  I  have  blown  up,  aatred  in  two,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  poor  of  the  neighborhood. 

I  sent  Comniander  Woodworth,  in  the  Price,  with  the  Switzerland,  Pittsburg, 
and  Arizona,  np  Black  river  to  make  a  reconnoissance.  Tbey  found  heavj 
batteries  at  Uarrisonbnrg,  and  as  the  rebels  refused  to  surrender,  the  boats 
shelled  them,  but  without  much  effect.  Our  force  being  small,  and  the  forta 
on  high  hills,  Commander  Woodworth  sent  back  to  report  to  me ;  but  as  I  had 
no  time  to  att«nd  to  the  Harrisonbarg  forts  at  the  moment,  I  ordered  the  return 
of  the  expedition.  Commander  Woodworth  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  rebel 
stores,  (valned  at  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,)  consisting  of  salt,  si^r,  rum, 
molaeeeti,  tobacco,  and  bacon. 

I  left  the  place  blockaded,  and  returned  to  Grand  Gulf  to  look  after  other 
portiona  of  the  squadron. 

I  left  Captain  Walke,  in  the  Lafayette,  at  Alexandria  for  the  present,  also 
the  Switzerland,  Arizona,  and  Estrella,  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks  in 
case  be  should  require;  .the  Hervices  of  the  navj. 

I  am,  air,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Slittiuiypi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GlDBOK  Wbllbs, 

Secritary  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon,  D.  C. 


Hts^rsslppi  SuuADBuN,  Flag-Ship  Blai.'k  IIawk, 

Yazoo  Rirer,  May  16,  1863. 
Sir  :    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  sketch  of  Fort  De  Russy,  on 
Bed  river,  captured  by  a  portion  of  this  squadron  imi  the  9th  of  May. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miatitttppi  Squadron. 

Hon.  OlDBON  WifLLBS, 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  tVatiington. 


Feigned  attack  on  Hainet'i  Bluff. 

UlSSISSIPPI  SUUADROK,  FLAfl-SHlP  BK.\T0N, 

Mouth  of  Red  River,  May  12,  1863. 
Sir:   1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander K.  R.  Breese  and  others,  in  relation  to  a  feigned  attack  on  Haines'a 
Bluff,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sending  re-enforcements  to  Grand  Gulf. 

The  plan  succeeded  admirably,  thou^  the  veseels  were  more  exposed  than 
the  occasion  called  for ;  still,  as  they  met  no  casualties,  with  the  exception  of 
hits  in  the  hulls,  it  mattered  but  little. 

I  am,  &c.,  very  reepectfidly, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admirtd,  Cont'dg  Mittietippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs. 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy,  WatMngton,  D.  C.  dl  izedt  GoOqIc 
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Hipmrt  of  £uM«uM  Comaaader  K.  R.  Brtu*. 

United  States  Steamer  Black  Hawk, 

Yazoo  River.  May  2,  1863. 

Sir  ;  Enclosed  I  eeud  a  c«py  of  a  letter  from  General  Grant  to  Geoenl 
Sherman. 

I  co-operated  with  him  in  a  feigned  attack  upon  Haines's  Bluff,  its  olgect 
being  to  prevent  heavy  re-enforcementB  sent  to  repel  the  land  attack  at  Gnnd 
Gulf. 

At  I  p.  m.  of  the  S9th  of  April  this  portion  of  the  aqoadron,  coosisting  of 
the  Tyler,  Choctaw,  De  Kalb,  Signal,  Borneo,  Linden,  Petrel,  and  Black  Havk. 
with  three  13-inch  mortars,  in  tow  of  tugs,  proceeded  up  the  river,  followed  by 
ten  large  transporte  carrying  Major  General  Blair's  division  to  Chickasaw  bayou, 
all  under  command  of  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  where  we  remained  tat 
the  night.  A  regiment  was  sent  out  aear  the  old  battle-gronnd  without  any 
important  discovery.  At  9  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  whole  force,  ex- 
cept the  Petrel,  stationed  at  Old  river,  proceeded  up  the  river  in  the  above  ordar. 
and  took  position  as  in  the  accompanyiag  sketch. 

The  Choctaw  and  De  Kalb  opened  fire  upon  the  main  works  at  Droom- 
gould'a  Bluff,  and  the  Tyler  and  this  ship,  with  30-pounder  rifles,  upon  the  field- 
works  and  batteries.  I  refer  you  to  enclosed  reports  of  commanders  for  pai- 
ticulars. 

The  Ue  Kaib  was  handled  with  the  skill  always  exhibited  by  Deutenaot 
Commander  Walker  ;  and  the  management  and  whole  conduct  of  the  Choctaw. 
Lieutenant  Commander  Bamsay,  was  worthy  of  the  best  of  your  tried  com- 
manders. 

From  the  high  stage  of  the  water  the  Choctaw  and  De  Kalb  could  not  be 
brought  head  on  to  the  batteries  without  too  great  exposure,  which  neither  the 
force  nor  circumstances  would  permit ;  and  although  they  were  fought  nearly  at 
a  broadside,  I  am  bappy  to  state  that  no  casualties  occurred,  nor  did  any  in  the 
whole  expedition  whits  in  action.  I  soon  saw  the  dieadvantageoas  way  the 
Choctaw  was  compelled  to  light,  and  the  De  Kalb  necessarily,  from  hervnlnera- 
ble  sides,  could  share  little  of  the  exposure  of  the  heavy  fire  concentrated  npon 
her;  but  as  the  demonstration  was  considered  so  important  by  General  Sher- 
man, I  felt  compelled  to  make  it  appear  as  much  of  a  real  attack  as  poseible 
without  too  great  risk ;  accordingly  the  vessels  were  allowed  to  remain  oiider 
fire  upwards  of  three  honra  and  a  half,  when  I  made  the  signal  to  retire. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Ramsay  remuned  upon  deck  during  the  whole  en- 
gagement, and  you  will  judge  from  his  report  the  heavy  fire  be  was  uoder. 
Scarce  a  moment  but  a  jet  of  water  was  thrown  up  near  her,  or  a  shot  strark 
her.  The  Tyler  was  obliged  to  retii-o  early,  from  receiring  a  Whitworth  shot 
at  the  wnt<;r's  edge,  causing  her  to  leak  badly,  but  was  soon  ready  for  aclioo 
again.  The  position  of  this  ship  was  changed  several  times,  as  the  enemy 
nearly  got  our  range. 

At  6  p.  m.  tlie  troops  were  landed,  and  inarched  up  towards  Haines's  Blof 
on  the  only  roadway — the  levee,  making  quite  a  display,  and  a  threatening  ou^ 
also.  Ah  the  pickets  and  skirmishers  appioacbed  the  road  leading  to  the  bluff* 
a  very  be^avy  battery  was  opened,  swccpinf;  the  narrow  causeway,  upon  which 
not  more  than  two  men  could  walk  abreast.  Videttes,  &c.,  wen'  thrown  oot, 
and  at  dark  the  troops  were  quietly  embarked,  le.iving  our  pickets,  &c,  Tbt 
next  day  a  regiment  was  landed  on  the  opposite  side,  and  marched  up  in  th' 
direction  of  the  bluffs,  but  before  reaching  the  river  were  met  by  an  impa^eahli' 
bayou  and  the  heavy  fire  of  thf  forts  on  die  bluffs. 

It  was  observed  in  the  morning  that  new  works  bad  been  thrown  np  dnrii^ 
the  night,  some  of  the  old  ones  extended,  and  several  new  and  app«r«Btly  heavy 
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|uns  placed  in  position.  At  3  p.  m.,  hj  previous  arrangement,  the  De  Kalb, 
Choctaw,  Tyler,  and  this  ship,  opened  npon  ihene  works,  and  drew  the  fire  from 
a  32-pODndcr  rifle  gnn  and  a  Whitworth  gun.  They  were  silenced,  having  fired 
not  more  than  four  rounds  each.  Our  practice  was  excellent,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  determine  to  which  ship  belonged  the  credit  of  silencing  these  guns. 

Observing  heavy  ox  teams,  apparently  drawing  heavy  guns,  our  fire  waa 
tamed  toward  them,  and  to  the  valleys  adjacent,  in  which  troops  were  supposed 
to  be  concealed,  with  what  damage  is  not  known.  Our  firing  gradually  slack- 
.  ened,  nntil  at  dark  it  ceased  altogether ;  and  at  S  p.  m..  General  Sherman  having 
received  orders  to  take  hia  corps  to  the  other  aide,  the  vessels  all  returned  to 
their  old  anchorage,  in  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  without  accident.  The  rebel 
lientenant  captured  by  Captain  Walker  being  wounded,  I  turned  over  to  General 
Sherman,  who,  having  a  hospital  boat  with  him,  could  properly  attend  to  bia 
ease. 

This  prisoner  states  that  a  major  and  three  privates  of  bis  party  were  killed  i 
that  they  have  eleven  heavy  guns  in  their  batteries,  from  10-inch  smooth  bore 
to  the  heaviest  rifled,  and  twolirigadea  to  guard  it,  its  only  approach  being  that 
over  the  narrow  causeway  before  mentioned,  which  were  entirely  commanded 
by  gnne  sweeping  in  all  directions ;  also  that  the  raft  had  broken  adrift,  proof 
of  which  was  evident  enough  as  we  advanced.  He  also  stated  that  it  was  re- 
ported that  Port  Hudson  bad  been  evacuated. 

During  the  ten  days'  operations  this  ship  fired  SS7  30-ponnder  shells.  I 
regret  that  I  can  make  nothing  of  the  paper  case  time  fuze  furnished  us.  In 
all  our  experiments  and  in  actual  service  they  could  not  be  relied  upon,  scarcely 
ever  bursting. 

Ensigns  Bridgman  and  Miller  bad  each  chaige  of  a  gnn,  and  the  accuracy  of 
their  fire  elicited  much  applause,  and  must  have  discomfited  the  enemy  much. 
We  were  firing  at  about  3,000  yards. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  BREESE, 
,  LietUenant  Commander, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Pobtrb, 

Commanding  Mistiuippi  Squadron. 


RtpOTt  of  Lieulaianl  Commiatder  John  O.    W-iUar 

Unitbd  8tatbs  Gunboat  Baron  db  Kalb, 

Mouth  of  Yazoo,  May  2.  1863. 
8iB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  fallowing  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
thin  vesiiel  \n  the  feigned  attack  npon  Droomgonld's  BIufF  on  April  30  and 
May  1 : 

Upon  the  first  day  I  moved  into  position  and  opened  fire  at  10.60  n.  m.,  and 
continned  firing  heavily  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  I  retired  by  signal.  As  the 
attack  was  but  a  feint,  and  being  ordered  not  tn  risk  my  veasel,  I  covered  her 
with  the  river  bank,  avoiding  the  enemy's  fire  as  much  as  pnasiblc. 

At  2  p.  m.,  while  dropping  out  of  action,  the  others  having  retired,  was  fired 
upon  by  musketry  from  some  buildings  on  th%  east  bank  of  the  river  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  fifty  yards.  I  immediately  ran  into  the  bank  and  landed  Acting 
Master  C.  8.  Kendrick,  with  about  twenty-five  men,  who  dislodged  the  enemy 
from  the  buildings  and  chased  them  five  or  six  hundred  yards  into  the  swamp, 
killing  one  oflicer  and  three  privates,  and  taking  a  second  lieutenant,  of  the  third 
LfOuisiana  infantry,  prisoner.  Mr.  Kendrick  behaved  very  gallantly,  capturing 
the  prisoner  in  a  hnnl  to  band  fight  by  knocking  him  down  with  bis  pistol. 
The  prisoner  reports  the  officer  killed  to  have  been  a  major.     B.  N.  Huom 
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qoartennaeter,  was  shot  through  the  right  arm  hy  a  rifle  ball,  but  not  eerknulj 
injured.  At  6  p.  m.  I  again  moved  up  near  my  former  poeitiou  to  cuvft  a  move- 
ment of  troops,  and  remained  until  the  following  day. 

The  enemy  fired  aharply  until  sunset,  but  fortunately  without  efiect.  On 
the  second  day,  at  3.10  p.  m.,  got  under  way  and  dropped  down  to  the  eqnad- 
ron,  firing  upon  the  enemy  as  my  guns  bore,  and  continued  firing  until  dark. 
The  enemy  failed  to  reply  after  the  first  half  hour,  although  the  whole  sqiud- 
ron  was  within  easy  range.  During  the  two  days  I  expended  two  hundri.il 
rounds  of  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKEB, 

Liaitenaitt  Cammandtr. 
Lieut  Gonid'r  K.  R.  Brebsb, 

Senior  Offker  pretent. 


R^atl  if  UtKltnarU  Oommandtr  F.  M.  Samtay. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Stbambh  Choctaw. 

Taeoo  River,  May  3,  1863. 

Sir;  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  ultimo,  in  company  with 
the  squadron,  I  engaged  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Droomgould'a  Bluff  from  10  a 
m.  to  1.40  p.  m.,  when,  ia  obedience  to  signal  from  flag-ship,  I  dropped  down  a 
short  dieitance  and  tied  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

The  enemy's  shot  strnck  tins  vessel  forty-Bix  tiinea,  besidea  cutting  away  sii 
smoke-stack  guys.  The  turret  was  struck  sis  times,  a  lO-inch  solid  shot  pene- 
trating the  crown  and  a  6-inch  pointed  shot  burying  itself.  Two  shot  stniek 
below  water-line  on  starboard  side  forward  of  tarret ;  one  carried  away  star- 
board forward  warping  chock ;  eleven  struck  the  smoke-stacks ;  one  the  star- 
board forward  ventilator  ;  one  carried  away  first  cutter's  after  davit  and  store 
gig ;  one  struck  casemate  below  pilot-house  and  glanced  ;  one  penetrated  iron 
on  starboard  side,  forward  of  wheel-house  curve,  and  glanced ;  five  stnick  cunr 
forward  of  Htarboard  wheel ;  two  penetrating  iron  and  wood ;  one  penetralinf 
wood  casemate  inside  of  starboard  wheel ;  four  struck  starboard  wneel-honar. 
carrying  away  one  oatsidc  circle  and  thres  arms  of  starboard  wheel ;  six  strutk 
port  wheel-house,  carrying  away  one  outside  circle  and  ten  arms  of  port  wheri; 
one  struck  word-room  skylight ;  one  througli  storage- room ;  one  cut  away  pendant 
staff,  one  the  citsign  staff,  and  one  the  t<jrward  wheel  beam  hog  chain.  A  «b<i: 
is  supposed  to  have  struck  under  water  on  starboard  side  abreast  of  boiler 
Two  men  were  slightly  bruised  on  the  wrist  by  splinters.  In  the  evening  tW 
enemy's  hatteries  again  opened  fire.  I  moved  to  the  left  book  of  the  river  and 
returned  it  for  a  short  time.  On  the  1st  instant,  at  3  p.  m.,  I  opened  agaia  M 
the  batleriea  and  fired  slowly  until  7  p.  m. 

During  the  two  days  aizty-nine  shells  and  three  solid  shot  were  fired  6a» 
the  lOO-pounder  Farrott  gun,  and  forty-five  shells  and  five  solid  shot  from  thf 
9-mch  gun.  The  100  pounder  gun  was  commanded  hy  Acting  Enaifn  W.  C- 
Bcunet,  and  the  9-inch  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  C.  Johnson,  nnoer  the  to- 
pi'riutendence  of  Acting  Knsign  and  Executive  Officer  W.  A.  AbboO. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the  maniicf 
ID  which  they  performed  their  duty.  The  greater  portion  of  the  crew  had  ixr* 
only  eight  days  on  board  when  the  engagement  took  place,  and  owing  to  lit 
vnfiniehed  state  of  the  vessel,  had  had  only  three  days'  exercise  at  the  guna 

The  lO-second  fuses  for  the  Farrott  shells  did  not  bnru  ptpperly,  the  ifadlr 
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baviDg  them  in  exploded  much  too  Bnon,  nnd  one  of  them  eo  cloae  to  the  muzzle 
of  the  gBD  that  the  piccea  siraek  the  forecaBtle  deck  in  three  places  and  Bet  fire 
to  the  veaael. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  Bcrvant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY. 

XAeulFHanl  Commanding. 
Lient.  Com'dr  K.  R.  Brbbse, 

Senior  Naval  Offictr,  mouth  of  Yazoo  Rirer. 


Rtfort  ^  £.uiKiMflt  Cvmmait^ar  Jot.  M.  Frildua. 

Umtbd  States  Gunboat  Tvlbr, 

Yaseo  River.  May  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowine;  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  ressel  in  the  demonstration  npon  Droom^iild't)  Blnff,  April  30  and  May 
1 :  Oa  the  morning  of  the  30th  got  under  way  at  9.16,  and  took  my  poeition 
astera  of  the  Baron  de  Kalh.  At  10,15  came  within  range  of  the  lower  bat- 
teries, which  I  opened  ou  with  my  30-poundcr  riflen.  At  10.30  made  fast  to 
the  letl  bank  of  the  river,  and  kept  up  the  fire  on  these  batteries.  At  11  a.  m. 
<rBS  struck  between  wind  and  water  on  starboard  side,  and  was  obliged  to  drop 
oat  of  the  fire  and  keel  the  vessel  over  to  stop  the  hole.  After  repairing,  the 
order  was  given  to  retire.  At  2.30  p-  m.  received  orders  to  drop  down  about 
two  miles  below  the  transports  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  planting  a  field  bat- 
tery. Laid  there  until  9.30  next  morning,  when  1  got  under  way  and  stood  up 
the  river,  and  made  fast  to  the  right  bank  and  a-^tem  of  the  Choctaw,  and 
within  range  of  two  small  batteries,  which  the  enemy  had  erected  during  the 
night  At  3  p.  m.  opened  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  on  these  batteries 
untiT  7  p.  m.  This  vessel  was  strack  once  in  the  wheel-house  by  a  Urge  frag- 
ment of  shell. 

At  9.30  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  returned  to  my  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of 

Dur 

Very  respectfully, 

Lieut.  Com'dr  K.  R.  Bbbbsr, 

Senior  O^er  preteiU. 


Report  ^  iMMtenanl  Commander  he  Roy  Filch  of  kit  operation*  on  the  ,7V»i- 
nettee  and  Cumherland  rinert. 

Mi33msiPFi  Squadbon,  Flao-Ship  Bbnton, 

MoulA  of  Red  River,  Mag  12,  1363. 
filR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Le  Roy  Fitch,  in  relation  to  operations  in  the  Tennessee  and  Cumber- 
land rivers. 

I  am,  sir,  »ery  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admira}-,  Com'dg  Mittwippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathtngton,  D.  C. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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Reportt  of  liinttenant  Commanitcr  Filch. 

United  States  Gunboat  Lexingtos, 

Paducah,  KmtMky.  April  2.  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  operationa  oil  the  upper  Tcnafaseo  rivw 
during  the  last  few  days. 

Acting  Vo1unt(>er  Lieuteniiiit  Jason  Gowdy  w&b  patrolling  the  river  with  tht 
gunboftts  Kobert  aud  Silver  Lakt;. 

Enchiscd  I  forward  his  report  of  opttrations  up  to  the  time  I  joined  himu 
Fort  Hindman,  on  tbe  27th  of  M  >rch.  I  took  frjm  the  fort  one  hundred  mi 
fifty  soldiers  under  command  of  Colonel  Graig,  and  after  distributing  them  on  the 
three  boaL'i  proceeded  on  np  the  river.  I  made  several  landings  along  on  ibe 
wiuto,  reported  to  be  infested  by  guerillas,  but  found  none  till  we  reaclied  the 
neigh  born  ood  of  Savannah,  being  informed  that  back  of  Boyd's  landing,  Hbont 
four  mile»,  was  a  cotton  factory  owned  by,  and  doing  work  for,  tbe  n'bel*.  1 
had  determined  to  destroy  it.  I  therefon?  landed  at  Boyd's,  and  sent  out  an 
expedition,  numbering  about  two  hundred  soldiers  and  sailors.  Colonel  Gnig 
took  cliargc  of  the  force.  The  executive  officer  of  this  steamer.  Acting  Volnn- 
teer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  took  charge  of  the  sailors.  The  expedition  moved  ont 
to  the  factory  with  caution,  oa  Colonel  Cox's  cavalry  regiment  was  BtatJODcd 
but  two  or  three  miles  beyond.  Arriving  qt  the  mill,  breastworks  of  cord-wood 
were  thrown  across*  the  road,  and  inquiries  made  regarding  the  operaUone  of  tbe 
factory. 

From  what  could  be  learned,  the  mill  was  run  on  shares  with  the  coanby 
people;  the  material  went  in  an  indirect  way  to  the  rebel  soldiers,  throogli  their 
friends  at  borne.  The  books  were  all  clean,  and  contained  nothing  to  condemn 
the  fiictory;  but  knowing  that  the  mill  did  aid  in  an  indirect  manner  the  rcbelf, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  bum  it,  but  to  effectually  prevent  ilB  doing  more 
work,  which  was  done  by  removing  the  running  gear,  pistons,  cylinder  hea.it, 
braHses,  and  all  like  portable  portions,  and  placing  it  on  board  this  vessel.  Two 
muU-B  and  a  wagon,  whicli  wen;  pressed  to  haul  the  machinery  down  to  the  butt, 
were  retAined  as  lawful  prizes,  as  it  was  ascertained  they  belonged  to  Colonel 
Oox'h  rebel  cavalry.  Two  horses  also  were  captured  by  Mr.  Dunn,  belooging 
to  guerillas. 

A  shoit  distance  above  this  landing,  and  about  three  mileB  from  the  river,  w« 
r<^porti'd  a  plantation  owned  by  a  noted  rebel — Spith.  The  boatd  were  landed, 
and  an  expedition  sent  out  to  the  place.  This  plantation  was  occupied  by  ■ 
man  by  the  name  of  Dillihunty,  And  is  known  to  be  a  rendeEvous  for  gnerilliu. 
Yet  this  Dillihunty  claims  to  be  loyal,  has  lake*  the  oath,  and  says  he  bongbt 
the  farm  of  Smith.  This  may  be  true,  but  he  had  no  papers  to  prove  it,  bu 
never  been  molested  by  the  guerillas;  and  in  fact,  as  I  have  since  learned, 
was  at  tbe  time  raising  a  guerilla  company,  as  several  men  were  at  the  tioM 
on  his  premises,  one  of  which  I  took  prisoner,  ho  having  been  engaged  in  the 
guerilla  service ;  and  as  our  men  were  fired  at  by  a  guerilla  near  his  pUce. 
the  indications  were  such  as  to  render  his  position  very  donbtful. 

I  therefore  took  from  the  farm  twenty-five  bales  of  cotton  (to  be  held  till  he 
proves  his  loyalty)  and  some  cavalry  horses. 

After  leaving  this  landing,  I  proceeded  on  up  to  Chickasaw,  at  the  foot  of 
Colvert  shoals;  there  was  scant  five  feet  on  the  shoals,  so  I  sent  the  Robert  and 
Silver  Lake  above  witli  orders  to  make  thorough  reconnoiesauce  and  return  die 
aame  nigbt,  as  the  river  was  falling  too  fast  to  risk  them  above  longer.  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Gowdy  reports  the  enemy  in  force  on  both  sides  of  tis 
river  at  Florence.  He  shelled  and  drove  them  out  of  their  camp  on  the  Irfl 
bank,  but  was  not  able  to  tell  their  number  nor  to  ascertain  tbe  calibre  of  tbetr 
heavy  guns,  as  the  wind  was  blowing  a  gale  right  across  the  river,  and  lie 
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was  fenrfnl  of  §;ett)ng  caught  above  the  shoals  by  falling  water.  Before  reaching 
Florence  he  surprised  a  picket  guard,  captured  five  horses,  some  carbines,  and 
one  prisoner.     He  joined  me  at  Chickaaaw  juat  at  dark. 

Returning  down  the  river,  I  glnpped  at  a  furin  belonging  to  a  notorious  rebel 
by  the  names  of  Hays,  who  had  been  very  zealous  in  enforcing  the  conscript 
Inw  and  feeding  the  guerillas — sent  a  detachment  back  three  milfs,  to  his  house, 
and  brougbt  away  about  one  thouBand  pounds  of  bacon,  and  all  the  corn  we 
could  carry,  aleo  three  mules  and  a  wagon  betongiog  to  him.  Colonel  Grwg 
took  charge  of  the  bacon,  as  the  army  at  Fort  Hindinan  were  short  of  supptiea. 
The  result  of  the  several  small  expeditions  is  as  follows ;  eight  guns,  (cavalry 
carbines,)  25  bales  of  cotton,  15  horses,  (three  broke  loose  and  escaped  at  Fort 
Hindmau,]  twelve  mules,  (one  shot  through  the  thigh,  and  left  at  Fort  Hind- 
mnn, )  and  two  wagons;  also  eight  prisoners. 

I  would  sbitc  that  all  men  along  the  river  above  Fort  Henry  must  be  either 
disloyal  in  sentimentd  or  actually  engnged  in  the  rebel  cause;  from  what  the 
numerous  refugees  tell  me,  none  expressing  sentiments  the  least  loyal  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  at  home  and  cultivate  their  farms. 

iSince  so  many  of  these  guerilla!)  have  been  found  dead  on  the  battle-field 
wttli  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  their  pockets,  I  am  forced  to  believe  no  man 
living  with  these  guerillas,  though  he  had  taken  the  oath  forty  times. 

I  have  ^ven  transportation  to  over  sixty  refugee  families  since  I  have  been  oo 
these  waters;  but  applications  for  conveyance  out  of  the  river  have  become  so 
very  numerous  from  young  men  hceing  from  the  conscript,  that  I  have  been 
induced  to  give  the  captains  of  boats  instructions  to  render  all  the  aid  in  their 
power  to  families,  but  under  no  circumstances  to  bring  or  pass  out  able-bodied 
young  men.  We  are  in  want  of  men  for  the  gunboats,  and  if  they  love  the 
Union  better  than  rebellion,  now  is  the  proper  time  to  show  it;  they  must  take 
sidcH  either  one  way  or  the  other.  This  has  already  had  the  effect  of  sending 
some  thirty  or  forty  into  General  Dodge's  cavalry,  and  has  given  the  guuboals 
sural!  eight  or  ten  recruit*.  I  deem  it  high  time  that  some  of  these  loyal  refugees 
wurc  ithowing  some  proof  of  their  loyalty. 

I  hope,  aa  soon  as  there  is  another  slight  rise  in  the  Tennessee,  to  he  able, 
with  General  Dodge's  cavalry  co-operating,  to  capture  all  the  force  on  the 
TuHcumbia  side  at  Florence. 

My  plan  will  he  this:  to  watch  the  river  closely;  as  soon  as  there  is  the 
liMSt  indication  of  a  rise,  get  forces  from  Gun  ral  Dodge,  take  the  infantry  over 
Culvert  shoals,  land  them  at  Tuscumbia  landing,  let  the  cavalry  come  in  oa  the 
Tuacnmbia  road,  and  while  the  forces  are  g<-tting>in  the  enemy's  rear  I  will 
put^h  on  up  with  four  or  five  of  the  lightest- draught  boats,  and  engage  them  in 
front. 

I  have  written  to  General  Dodge  to  this  efiect,  and  rely  upon  his  hearty  co- 
operation to  complete  the  programme.     Wjtli  his  co-operation  I  am  confident  of 

HUCC«SS. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Berrout, 

LE  BOY  FITCH, 
Lit*:e*ant  Commander. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  MitiitMippi  Squadron. 


United  Status  Gii.sboat  Lbxinoton, 

Smithlaiid,  Kntucky,  April  6,  1863. 
^IB  :   I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the   third  instant,  while  coaling  at 
bit*  place  preparatory  to  again  ascending  the  Teanesaee,  I  received  a  telegram 
^ra  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Haud,  commanding  ganboat  8t.  Clair, 
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that  the  fleet  under  hif<  convoy  liad  been  attacked  at  Palm3'Ta.  and  that  the  8l 
Clair  was  di>'iibled. 

I  got  uiidor  way  immediately,  and  started  np  the  river  with  the  Lexington, 
Brilliant,  llnbert.  Silver  Lake,  and  Springfield,  having  been  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  in  Hirong  force,  and  had  heavy  field  batteries. 

Below  Donelsfin  I  met  tlie  Hi.  Clair,  being  towed  down  and  followed  by  her 
consort,  the  Fairplay.  1  turned  the  Fairplay  back  to  follow  me  and  proceeded 
on  np.  Arriving  at  Palmyra,  I  found  the  enemy  had  retreated  towards  H*i- 
peth  shoals.  1  landed  opposite  the  town  and  sent  a  detachment  on  shore  uuda 
command  of  Acting  Master  Fitzpatrick,  of  this  vessel,  with  instmctions  to  bnm 
ever}-  honse  in  the  place,  and  to  allow  no  one  under  his  command  to  pillage  or 
remove  the  smallest  article.  Just  after  the  boat  landed,  several  stragglers  from 
the  guerillas  broke  from  their  concealment  and  ran  ;  our  men  fin-d  on  them, 
killing  one  and  wounding  another. 

The  town  was  bamed ;  not  one  bouse  left.  I  had  for  some  time  been  sus- 
picious of  this  place ;  one  or  two  loyal  men  did  live  here,  but  were  driven  oot 
by  the  rebels. 

The  town  was  one  of  the  worst  secession  places  on  the  river,  and  as  ananned 
transports  were  fired  on  from  the  dwellings,  I  gave  them  the  ftill  benefit  of 
your  order,  which  I  trust  will  be  a  lesson  to  them  in  the  future.  Enclosed  1 
aend  a  letter  from  Port  Hudson,  which  mny  perhaps  be  of  some  little  interest 

I  left  the  same  evening  with  the  transports  and  gunboats  for  Harpeth  shoals. 
At  Clarkaville  I  landed  and  made  arrangements  with  the  commandant  of  the 
post  for  infantry  and  cavalry  to  accompany  me,  with  a  hope  of  being  able  lo 
get  in  the  rear  of  and  capture  the  enemy's  artillery.  Pushing  on  up,  I  landed 
the  soldiers  a  few  miles  below  Harpeth  in  the  forenoon  of  the  5tfa,  and  moved 
on  up  with  the  boats  to  draw  attention,  bat,  much  to  my  regret,  the  enemy  bad 
intimation  of  our  approach,  and  had  again  retreated  this  time  back  from  the 
river  towards  Charlette.  The  cavalry  followed  them  six  miles  back,  but  not 
being  able  to  come  up  with  them,  retamed,  as  it  was  not  pradent  to  ventnre 
fiirther  with  no  small  a  force. 

As  the  river  was  falling  too  fast  for  me  to  risk  this  boat  over  the  shoals,  I  aeat 
the  transports  on  to  Nashvilleunder  convoy  of  tbreelight-dranghta,  andretanied 
10  this  place  with  a  view  of  carrying  out  my  plane  up  the  Tennessee. 

It  has  always  been  my  aim  to  have  the  means  of  communication  and  times  of 
meeting  between  tbe  boats  on  this  and  the  Tennessee  river  so  perfect  that  at  * 
moment's  warning  I  can,  in  case  of  necessity,  concentrate  the  entire  force  *t 
any  one  point, 

1  am  happy  to  state  that  thus  far  I  have  been  able  to  accomplish  this,  vA 
hope  to  be  in  future  equally  successful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  BOY  FITCH. 

LicMtfnanl  Commaader. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Mitnmppi  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamboat  Lbxinoton, 

Hantburg  Landing,  April  28,  1S63. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  24lh  insUnt,  while cmisingdown 

the  river  ahead  of  General  Ellet's  fleet.  I  met  the  Bieamer  Emma  Doncao, 

Acting  Master  Griawold,  commanding,  coming  up  to  report  his  vessel  for  dnt^- 

Learning  that  be  had  been  attacked  by  a  field  battery  at  Oreen  Bottom  bu. 
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and  had  three  men  badly  wounded,  I  proceeded  on  down  the  river,  giving  him 
'Orders  to  follow  me,  in  hopes  of  catching  the  rebels  at  or  near  the  eame  place 
Enclosed  I  send  his  report  j  also  the  snrgeon'B. 

1  passed  the  bar  about  dusk  in  the  evening,  bnt  the  enemy  was  nowhere  to 
be  seen.  Being  short  of  coal,  I  proceeded  on  down  to  Fort  Henry,  where  I 
procured  some  from  one  of  General  Ellet's  barges  and  started  back  up  the  river 
the  evening  of  the  Sdth  instant 

Amviiig  at  the  foot  of  Oreen  Bottom  bar  about  midnight,  I  anchored  till 
morning.  Still  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy,  I  proceeded  on  up  the  river  to 
meet  and  commnnicate  with  General  Ellet.  The  Emma  Dancau  remaiDing 
Dearly  a  mile  in  my  recir,  caught  a  ferry  flat  coming  out  of  a  creek  after  I  hod 
parsed;  thegoerilloa  in  the  flat  jumped  out  and  mode  their  escape  in  the  woods; 
the  Sat,  however,  was  destroyed  and  eet  adrift.  I  cruised  on  up  leisurely, 
keeping  a  good  lookout  for  the  enemy  along  the  right  bank,  bnt  saw  no  sign  of 
them  till  I  arrived  at  Duck  Kiver  ehools,  where  I  hi-ard  musketry  and  artillery 
a  short  distance  (not  a  mile)  aheaiL  I  puahed  on  over  the  bar  and  met  General 
Ellet's  fleet  just  at  the  head  of  the  shoals,  engaging  the  rebel  battery.  I  was 
then  ia  good  range,  and  at  onc«  opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  There  was  not  room 
for  his  boats  to  round  to  or  to  ba!ck  oat  of  the  channel ;  he  was  therefore  com- 
pelled to  pash  on  over  the  bar  before  he  could  eflect  a  landing.  I  took  the 
battery  side  and  moved  on  up  to  cover  his  boats  as  much  as  possible,  at  the 
same  time  raking  the  bonk  with  our  heavy  guns.  The  ram  Monarch  by  this 
time  came  in  range  and  opened  fire  also.  As  soon  as  I  rounded  tbe  point  the 
eaemy  fired  a  farewell  shot  at  one  of  the  brigade  boats,  limbered  up,  and  were 
off;  some  few  sharpshooters  remaining  behind  fired  a  few  shots  at  a  transport 
having  on  board  sick  and  wounded. 

I  followed  on  up  the  bank,  throwing  shell  after  them  till  I  thought  them  out 
of  range,  and  ceased  firing;  by  this  time  General  Ellet  hod  landed  and  was 
pursuing  them. 

Several  of  the  enemy  were  fonnd  dead  ou  the  bank,  and  many  more  were 
dragged  off  in  the  woods.  I  should  suppose  that  their  lose  in  kitted  and 
wonnded  ii  about  twenty -five  or  thirty. 

I  believe  General  Ellet  loat  two  killed  and  one  wounded  on  his  boats ;  also 
some  horses  killed. 

About  11  p.  m.  I  left  General  Ellet  at  tbe  foot  of  tbe  bar  aud  proceeded  on 
up  the  river  with  this  boat  and  the  Emma  Dnncaii  to  communicate  with  the  fleet 
above.  I  arrived  at  Eaatport  ou  tbe  afternoon  of  the  37th  instant,  receiving 
a  communication  from  General  Dodge  at  Tuscambia.  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy 
of  it. 

I  send  the  transports  below  Big  Bend  shoals,  and  remained  at  Eaatport  land- 
ing myself  with  the  gunboats  Emma  Duncan  and  Queen  City  till  morning,  the 
£8tb  instant,  in  hopes  of  again  being  able  to  communicate  with  General  Dodge 
bf^fore  moving  the  transports  out  of  the  river.  I  then  returned  to  Hamburg, 
and  finding  no  means  of  communication  there,  sent  tbe  Covington  and  Emma 
Duncan  back  to  Chickasaw  to  wait  till  tbe  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  and 
then,  if  no  messengers  arrived  from  General  Dodge,  to  report  back  to  me  at 
this  place. 

I  will  move  down  from  here  with  the  transports  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LE  ROY  riTCH, 

LituUnant  Commander. 

Acting  Beai-Admiral  DAVtD  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  MittUtippi  SqnaJron, 
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Dastntction  of  a  looter  ballery  at  Warrenbm  by  the  Mound  City,  Lievtena^  ■ 
Ckmimander  Byron  Wiiaon. 

TJhited  Statkb  Utsstssim  Sduimoir, 
Flag-Ship  Black  EaicI:,  Taxoo  Biver,  May  16, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  place  for  a  few  days  ta 
look  after  provisious,  and  make  some  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  op- 
per  portion  pf  the  sqnadron. 

A  few  days  since  the  Honnd  City,  Lientenaiit  Commander  Byron  Wflsoii, 
came  np  ae  far  as  Warrenton  to  reconnoitre,  and  see  what  guns  were  tbeie 
likely  to  annoy  our  transports. 

The  rebels  have  been  engaged  for  some  months  in  bnilding  a  strong  cue- 
mated  water  battery,  intending  to  monnt  8  ten-inch  gUDS  on  it  This  work 
was  bnilt  with  cotton  bales,  covered  with  logs,  the  logs  covered  with  nil- 
road  iron,  and  tbe  whole  covered  with  earth.  On  approaching  the  fort* 
Lientenant  Commander  Wilson  seut  a  party  on  shore  to  reconnoitre;  oo 
climbing  np  the  casemate  to  look  in,  the  party  diecovercd  that  a  compwj 
of  artillerJBtA  had  taken  refnge  there,  auppnoing  themselves  perfectly  secure. 
Our  men  fired  their  revolvers  into  tbe  crowd,  and  warned  the  vessel  that  re- 
bels were  at>out.  Lieatenant  Commanding  Wilson  then  commenced  shell- 
ing the  fort,  and  in  a  short  time  it  was  all  in  a  blaze;  after  burning  stroo^lj 
for  some  time,  the  whole  work  was  destroyed.  Thus  ended  a  fort,  in  tb« 
space  of  an  hour,  which  had  taken  the  rebels  five  months  to  bnild,  working 
mostly  day  and  night.  1  proceeded  to  Warrenton  this  morning  to  be  ce^ 
tain  that  the  work  was  thoroughly  destroyed ;  it  required  nothing  more  done 
to  it — the  Mound  City  had  finished  it.  The  rebels  set  all  their  honses  con- 
taining their  stores  on  fire  as  the  gnnboats  approached,  and  what  they  left 
I  ordered  to  be  destroyed,  Warrenton  has  been  a  troublesome  place,  ud 
merit*  ito  fate. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seirvant, 

DAVID  D.  POETBB, 
Acting  Sear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miasiaaippi  Sqitadrvn. 

Hon.  GiDEOS  Wbllbs, 

Secreiary  tf  the  Navy,  WoBhington,  D.  C. 


DeBtructitm  cf  the/ort^icaiwn*  at  Murtafa  ^t^. 

FtAO-Smp  Buck  Hawk, 
SfAneit  Bh^,  Taxoo  Biver,  May  W. 

On  the  morning  of  the  l&th  I  came  over  to  Yazoo  river  to  be  ready  to  co- 
operate with  General  Grant,  leaving  two  of  the  iron-clads  at  Ked  liyet,  one 
at  Grand  Gulf,  one  at  Carthage,  three  at  Warrenton,  and  two  in  tbe  Ysica 
This  left  me  a  small  force  to  operate  with;  still  I  disposed  of  them  to  tbe  beft 
advantage. 

On  the  18th,  at  meridian,  firing  was  heard  in  the  rear  of  Vicksborg,  which 
assured  me  that  General  Grant  was  approaching  the  city.  The  cannonadtog 
was  kept  up  furiously  for  some  time,  when,  by  the  aid  of  glasses,  I  disoot- 
ered  a  company  of  our  artillery  advancing,  taking  position,  and  driving  the 
rebels  before  them, 

I  immediately  saw  that  General  Sherman's  division  had  come  in  to  tbe 
left  of  Snyder's  Bluff,  and  that  the  rebels  at  that  place  had  been  cut  off  fitis 
joining  the  forces  in  the  city.    I  despatched  the  De  Kalh^  Lientenaat  0»t- 
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mander  Walker,  Choctaw,  Lieutenant  CommandGr  Ramsey,  the  Lind(?n,  Ro- 
meo, Petre),  and  Fureet  Rime,  all  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Breeae,  up  tbe  Yazoo,  to  open  communication  in  that  way  with  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherman. 

This  I  succeeded  in  doin^,  and  in  three  hours  received  letters  from  Gen- 
erals Grant,  Sherman,  and  bteete,  informing  me  of  their  vast  successes,  and 
asking  roe  to  send  up  provisions,  which  was  at  once  done. 

In  the  mean  tiroo  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  in  the  De  Katb,  poshed 
on  to  Haines's  Bluff,  which  the  enemy  had  commenced  evacuating  the  day 
before,  and  a  party  remained  behind  in  the  hope  of  destroying  or  taking 
away  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand.  When  they  saw  the  gunboats 
they  ran  out,  and  left  everything  in  good  order,  guns,  fort,  tents,  and  equi- 
page uf  all  kinds,  which  fell  into  our  hands. 

Aa  HDou  as  the  capture  of  Haines's  Bluff  and  fourteen  forta  was  reported 
to  me,  I  shoved  up  tbe  gunboats  from  below  Vicksburg  to  fire  at  the  hill 
batteries,  which  fire  was  kept  up  for  two  or  three  hours.  At  midnight  they- 
moved  np  to  the  town  and  opened  on  it  for  about  an  hoar,  and  continued  at 
intervals  during  the  night  to  annoy  the  garrison.  On  the  19th  I  placed  sis 
mortars  in  position,  with  orders  to  fire  night  and  day  as  rapidly  as  they 
could. 

The  works  at  Haines's  Bluff  are  very  formidable.  There  are  fourteen  of" 
the  heaviest  kind  of  mounted  8-inch  and  10-inch,  and  7J-inch  rifled  guns,, 
with  ammunition  enough  to  last  a  long  siege.  As  the  gun-carriages  might 
again  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  had  them  burned,  blew  up  the 
magazines,  and  destroyed  the  works  generally.  I  also  burned  the  encamp- 
ments, which  were  permanently  and  remarkably  well  constructed,  lookiog  aa 
if  the  rebels  intended  te  stay  for  some  time. 

These  works  and  encampments  covered  many  acres  of  ground,  and'tlie 
fortifications  and  the  rifle-pits  proper  of  Haines's  Bluff  extend  about  a  mile 
and  a  quarter.  Such  a  network  of  defences  I  never  saw.  The  rebels  were 
a  year  constructing  them,  and  all  were  rendered  useless  in  an  hour. 

Aa  soon  as  I  got  through  with  the  destruction  of  the  magazines  and  other 
works,  I  started  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  up  the  Yazoo  river  with 
sufficient  force  to  destroy  all  the  enemy's  property  in  that  direction,  with  or- 
ders to  return  with  all  despatch,  and  only  to  proceed  as  far  as  Yazoo  City, 
where  the  rebels  huve  a  navy  yard  and  sterehouses.  In  the  meanwhile- 
General  Grant  has  closely  invested  Vicksburg,  and  has  possession  of  the 
taoBt  commanding  points. 

lo  a  very  short  time  a  general  asaanlt  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  to  an- 
nounce that  Vicksburg  has  fallen,  after  a  aeries  of  the  most  brilliant  suc- 
cesses that  ever  attended  an  army. 

There  has  never  been  a  case  during  the  war  where  the  rebels  have  been, 
so  successfully  beaten  at  all  points,  and  the  patience  and  endurance  showa 
by  oar  army  and  navy  for  so  many  mouths  is  about  to  be  lewarded. 
.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  a  few  hours,  and  then,  with  the  exception  of  Port- 
Hudson,  which  will  follow  Vicksburg,  the  Mississippi  wilt  be  open  its  entire 
length. 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
AcHng  Beat^JdminU,  Chm'dg  Miamtaif^  Squadron. 
Hod.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Altaci:  on  the  VicJc^urg  fxateriea  22d  and  21th  o/"  JWay,  1863, 

Misstssipn  Sqcasbok, 
Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir:  On  the  eveninp;  of  the  Slst  I  received  a  communication  from  GeoenJ 
Grant,  iiiforniingmelhatheinteudcd  to  attack  the  whole  (if  the  rebel  workust 
10  a.  m.  tlie  next  day,  and  asking  me  to  shell  the  batteries  from  9.30  nntil 
1030  a.  m.  to  annoy  the  garrifion.  I  kept  six  mortars  playing  rapidly  on 
the  works  and  town  all  night;  sent  the  Benton,  Mound  City,  and  Caroudclet 
up  to  shell  the  water  batteries  and  other  places  where  troops  might  be  rested 
during  the  night. 

At  1  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Mound  Cily  proceeded  across  the  river, 
and  miide  an  attack  on  the  hill  batteries  opposite  the  canal.  At  8  o'clock  I 
joined  her  with  the  Beutim,  Tuscumbia,  and  Carondelet ;  all  these  veesdi 
opened  on  the  hill  batteries,  and  finally  silenced  them,  though  the  main  work 
(on  the  battery  contiiining  the  heavy  rifled  gun)  was  done  \yy  the  MoaDd 
City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Byron  Wilson.  I  then  pushed  the  Bentun, 
Mound  Uily,  and  Carondelet  up  to  the  water  batteries,  leaving  the  Tuacom- 
bia  (which  vessel  is  still  out  of  repair)  to  keep  the  hill  batteries  from  firiog 
on  our  vessels  after  they  had  passed  by.  The  three  gunboats  paused  ap 
slowly,  owing  to  the  strong  current ;  the  Mouud  City  leading,  Benton  fal- 
lowing, and  Carondelet  astern. 

The  water  batteries  opened  furiouslyi  supported  by  a  hill  battery  on  the 
starboard  beam  of  the  vessels.  The  vessels  advanced  to  within  440  yarda, 
(by  our  marks,)  and  returned  the  fire  for  two  hours  without  ceasatius,  ttae 
enemy's  fire  being  very  accurate  and  incessant.  Finding  that  the  hill  bat- 
teries behind  me  were  silenced,  I  ordered  up  the  Tnscumbia  to  within  800 
j'arda  of  the  batteries,  but  her  turret  was  soon  mode  untenable,  not  standJDg 
the  enemy's  shots,  and  I  made  her  drop  down, 

I  had  been  engaged  with  the  forts  an  hour  longer  than  General  Grant 
.asked ;  the  vessela  bad  all  received  severe  shot*  under  water,  which  we  cooM 
not  stop  up  while  in  motion,  and  not  knowing  what  might  have  delayed  the 
movement  of  the  army,  I  ordered  the  veseela  to  drop  out  of  fire,  which  tbey 
4lid  in  a  cool,  handsome  manner. 

This  was  the  hottest  fire  the  gunboats  have  ever  been  under;  but,  owing 
to  the  water  batteries  being  more  on  a  level  with  them  than  usual,  the  gtrn- 
floats  threw  in  their  shell  eo  fast  that  the  aim  of  the  enemy  was  not  very 
good. 

The  enemy  hit  the  vessels  a  number  of  times,  but,  fighting  bow  on,  llie 
shot  did  but  little  damage;  not  a  man  was  killed,  and  only  a  few  wounded. 
1  had  only  ammunition  enough  for  a  few  moments  longer,  and  set  all  hands 
to  work  to  fill  up  from  our  depot  below.  After  dropping  back,  I  found  that 
the  enemy  bad  taken  possession  again  of  one  of  the  Igwer  bill  batteries,  and 
was  endeavoring  to  remove  his  guns,  and  had  mounted  a  13-pouud  field-piece 
to  iire  at  General  McArthur's  troops,  which  had  landed  a  ehurt  time  befure 
at  Warrenton.  1  sent  the  Mound  City  and  Carondelet  to  drive  him  off,  which 
tbey  did  in  a  few  moments. 

The  officers  and  men  of  all  the  vcsaels  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry; 
tbey  had  none  of  them  been  to  rest  for  three  days  and  nights,  most  of  them 
having  been  engaged  in  firing  on  the  batteries  and  town,  and  I  allowed  tbem 
to  devote  the  afternoon  to  the  necessary  repose, 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  letter  from  General  McArthur,  explaining  why  be 
did  not  (to  use  his  own  expression)  "  take  advantage  of  the  results  gained 
by  the  gunboats."  I  have  since  learned  from  General  Grant  that  the  army 
did  assault  at  the  right  time  vigorously;  in  the  noise  and  smoke  we  conld 
not  see  or  hear  it ;  the  gunboats,  therefore,  were  still  fig^hting  when  the 
asaaalthad  proved  unsuccessful.  dOL^H^Ic 
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The  army  had  terrible  work  berore  them,  and  are  fighting  as  well  aa 
soldiers  ever  fuught  before,  but  the  works  are  stronger  than  any  of  us 
dreamed  of. 

General  Grant  and  his  eotdiers  are  confident,  and  I  am  confident,  that  the 
brave  and  energetic  generals  in  this  army  will  soon  overcome  all  obutacles 
and  carry  the  works. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admirat,  Com'dg  Miaaissippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon'  Wellis, 

Secretary  q^  the  Navy,  Wanhingtcm,  D.  C. 


l^tw  fl  BHfadi^  Omtrat  J.  Medrthr  ta  AtOng  Bear-AdDtinl  PmW. 

HKADQUARTBRa  6tr  DiviiiioK  ITth  Arwt  Corps, 
Jnfitld,  near  Vichfinirg,  Minsissippi,  May  2'i,  1863. 
Adxtral:  I  received  your  communication  regarding  the  silencing  of  the 
two  batteries  below  Vicksbiirg,  and,  in  reply,  would  say  that  I  witnessed 
with  intense  satisfactian  the  firing  on  that  day,  being  the  finest  I  have  yet 
Been.  I  woald  have  taken  advantage  of  the  results  then  gained  by  your 
vessels,  and  had  given  the  necessary  orders  to  do  so,  when  I  received  prr- 
emptory  orders  from  Major  General  McClemand  to  move  my  command 
arouod  to  the  right  of  my  position,  to  support  a  portion  of  his  troupa  who 
had  gained  a  lodgment  in  the  enemy's  wurka.  1  arrived,  however,  too  late, 
and  have  now  been  ordered  back  to  my  former  position,  and  to  follow  up 
any  advantage  your  vessels  may  gain.  I  have  made  a  request  to  have  sonie 
rified  gans  sent  me,  which  I  require,  and  on  receipt  of  which  I  expect  to  be 
able  to  enfilade  Whistling  Dick's  position — at  any  rate  I  will  try. 

I  am  informed  to-night  that  there  is  a  levee  running  from  the  spur  of  the 
hill  opposite  my  camp  to  the  river,  which  1  intend  to  have  explored  to-morrow, 
when  I  expect  to  communicate  more  fully  with  youf  vessels. 
I  will  watch  their  action  and  co-operate. 
I  am,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  McARTHUR, 
Brigadier  Oeneral,  Com'dg  Wi  Dio.  lllh  A.  Corpt. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Pobtrb, 

Commanding  Onited  Stales  Mitnasippi  Squadron. 


Letter  of  Acting  S&ir-Admiral  Forler,  transmitting  reports  o^  oommanden  <^ 
the  iron-clads. 

UiiiTEn  States  Miasiesippi  SQuannoN, 

Near  Vich-burg,  May  2T,  1863. 
Sib:  I  bave  the  honor  to  forward  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the 
iron-clads  engaged  in  the  actions  of  the  22d  of  Hay  and  the  27th  of  Hay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,    - 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Misaieeippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waahington,  D.  C. 
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UNirro  States  Gukboat  Bistok, 
Seiow  Vickaburg,  May  84,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  reBpectfulIf  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  moTementB  of  ttuB 
Teesel  : 

On  May  19tb  got  under  way  from  Naval  landing,  and  stood  np  towards 
rebel  batteries,  the  Tuscnmbia  and  Garondelet  in  company.  At  12.30  p.  m. 
the  lower  hill  batteries  opened  fire  on  ns,  which  we  returned  at  long  range; 
fired  aeven  shota,  the  other  vessels  also  6ring,  and  then  went  to  the  buk 
and  tied  up  on  Loniaiana  side.  At  4.30  p.  m.  the  three  TeeaelB  again  got 
nnder  way,  and  when  within  range  opened  on  the  batteries. 

This  vessel  fired  fifty-five  times.  Towards  dark  dropped  down  and  tied 
Dp  to  the  bank.  Tbe  rebels  fired  slowly  and  deliberately  at  us,  bnt  fortn- 
nately  none  of  the  vessels  were  struck.  At  11  p.  m.  this  vessel  and  tbe 
Carondelet  stood  up  above  the  canal,  on  the  Iionisiana  shore,  and  opened  on 
tbe  town  at  long  range,  tbe  enemy  firing  bat  a  few  shots  in  return.  Thii 
vessel  fired  forty-three  tintes  ;  then  dropped  down  out  of  range. 

At  2  a.  m..  May  SO,  got  under  way,  and  stood  np  within  range  of  rebel 
batteries,  and  fired  forty-one  times  apon  them  and  the  town.  At  2.30 
dropped  down  out  of  range.  Tbe  Carondelet  then  passed  up  to  shell  tbe 
town.  At  tl.lO  p.  m.  got  under  way,  accompanied  by  the  Carondelet  and 
Mound  City,  and  proceeded  slowly  up  towards  Vicksburg,  crossed  over  to 
the  Mississippi  sbore,  and  approached  the  Hospital  battery.  At  11.28 
opened  fire,  and  engaged  this  battery  thirty-three  minutes ;  tben  dropped 
down,  the  Mound  City  and  Carondelet  coming  up  in  turns.  We  fired  furty- 
two  times.  The  enemy  responded,  but  not  rapidly.  We  were  struck  twice 
in  the  upper  works  ;  no  one  was  injured. 

At  12.30,  May  21,  tied  up  to  Louisiana  shore.  At  2.45  this  vessel  got 
nnder  way  again ;  was  detained  some  time  by  tiller-chain  parting ;  then 
stood  np  on  Louisiana  side,  and  fired  eleven  times  upon  batteries  at  long 
range  ;  then  dropped  down.  The  Mound  City  occupied  lower  batteries  fnxn 
8  a.  m.  till  noon  ;  the  Carondelet  from  1  till  h- 

At  fi.28  we  stood  np  and  opened  fire  on  rebel  batteries  ;  fired  twenty^x 
times.  The  vessels  went  up  in  turns  during  the  night  and  shelled  Hospital 
battery  and  town.  At  1  a.  m.,  May  22,  this  vessel  went  np  and  fiied 
twenty-four  times,  with  but  one  or  two  shots  in  return  from  tbe  rebels. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  this  vessel,  with  the  whole  squadron,  stood  up  towardi 
Ticksburg,  fighting  and  passing  the  lower  batteries.  This  vessel  advanced 
well  up  to  the  Hospital  battery,  firing  whenever  a  gun  wonld  bear,  the 
enemy  firing  upon  us  very  rapidly,  and  from  nearly  all  his  batteries.  We 
opened  fire  at  8.23  ;  at  10.40  the  signal  to  discontinue  action  was  made. 
We  then  dropped  down,  and  after  communicating  with  you,  vent  into  tbe 
If  issiseippi  shore  and  tied  up. 

In  this  short  action  we  fired  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  times.  We 
were  struck  thirteen  times,  four  times  at  the  water-line,  once  on  eadi  bow, 
and  twice  on  starboard  side. 

At  first  the  vessel  leaked  some,  but  we  have  it  now  completely  luider 
control.     Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER. 
Jjieutenanl  ConinuutdiHg. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Misttusippi  Squadroii. 
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BipoTi  if  LmMmtmt  aonnmaAr  Bgrm  Wiboi,  tommmiiiig  Ott  Mamd  Oity. 

TJkitis  Statib  Gdnhoat  MonifD  Cnr, 

Bdow  VickAurg,  May  22,  1863. 
Sib:  Ibavfl  the  honor  to  enclose  the  execntire  officer's  report  of  the 
damage  suataiaed  by  this  Tesael  during  the  fight  to4ay  ;  also  the  surgeon's 
report  of  the  wounded.    One  hundred  and  Beventy  (ITO)  projectiles  were  ex- 
pended. 

The  officers  of  the  gun  diTisions  deserve  great  credit  for  their  skilful 
handling  of  the  gnus  under  a  most  galling  fire. 

lam,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
£ear<Admiral  Datid  D.  Pokteb, 

Commanding  Mimwippi  Squadron, 


Btpon  ^  Aeting  Rutgn  Oeimm  rf  imagm  to  A*  Maai  Oig. 

Ujhtbd  Statss  Gubboat  Mound  Cut, 

Below  Vick^nirg,  May  26,  1863. 
Snt:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  the  damages  received  by  this  ves- 
sel in  the  engagement  with  the  Ticksbnrg  batteries,  Kay  22,  1863. 

1.  A  shot  struck  and  lodged  in  starboard  bow,  near  the  stem,  and  five  feet 
uoder  water,  not  doing  much  damage,  the  timbers  being  four  or  five  feet  thick. 

3.  A  shot  went  through  the  forecastle  on  port  side,  into  the  coal  locker, 
and  lodged  in  the  coal,  cutting  the  deck  plank  only. 

S.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  went  through  the  hammock  netting  and  star- 
board chimney  at  the  tower  band,  tearing  the  chimney  half  ofi^,  then  through 
the  galley  and  overboard, 

4.  A  shot  in  front  passed  throngh  two  plates  of  heavy  boiler  iron,  the  iron 
of  the  pilot-house,  near  deck,  and  throngb  the  deck,  cutting  away  carlin,  and 
lodged  in  a  mess  chest. 

5.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  cut  through  half  of  the  hog-chain  stanchion, 
passed  through  wheel-house,  cutting  away  iron  wheel  and  brace;  then  through 
steerage,  tearing  up  about  eight  feet  of  the  plank  and  breaking  carlin  and 
wood  work  in  wardroom. 

6.  A  shell  burst  close  to  No.  6  Dahlgren  gun,  starboard  side,  knocking  off 
a  small  piece  of  the  muzzle. 

T.  A  shot  on  the  starboard  side  struck  the  iron  near  the  top,  cattiug  half 
through  and  bending  one  of  the  plates,  knocking  out  a  stanchion  and  starting 
the  bolts  on  the  inside. 

8.  A  shot  on  starboard  side  struck  the  muzzle  of  No.  1  gnu,  SS-pounder, 
cracking  the  guQ  about  five  iocbea;  then  glanced,  and  went  through  the 
hammock  netting  and  four  or  five  clothes  bags,  and  dropped  over  alongside 
pitman. 

9.  A  shot  struck  iron  on  starboard  side,  over  shell-room  hatch,  knocking 
off  the  plate,  and  driving  a  piece  of  it,  about  the  size  of  the  ball,  through  tbe 
casemate. 

10.  A  shot  on  starboard  quarter  cut  aw&y  an  awning  stanchion  and  passed 
through  cabin  skylight  close  to  the  deck,  tearing  up  the  plank. 

1 1.  A  shot  struck  port  chimney  twenty  feet  from  tbe  deck. 
13.   A  shot  through  brace  of  forward  stanchion's  skylight. 
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13.  A  shot  on  atarboard  Bide  atractc  iron  pi atio^  between  gnns  Nog.  4it)d 
5,  three  feet  above  the  water,  and  glanced  off,  bending;  the  plates  and  atart- 
JDg  bolts. 

14.  A  shot  OD  the  starboard  side,  at  shell-room,  two  feet  ander  walet-liw, 
glaiiced  without  doing  anj  dama^. 

li.  A  shot  struck  kniickle  on  port  quarter  and  glanced,  knocking  >  hole 
in  the  casemate. 

16.  The  lower  block  of  one  of  the  boat  tackles  was  shot  awaj  and  tisdiTit 
badly  bent 

RespcctfntlT.  roar  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  COLEMAV, 
Acting  Ejuign  and  £xecuiitx  Ogker. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Btron  Wilson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  Stales  Steamer  Mound  City. 


R^Tt  ^  Actiag  Jinttnl  Sargtan  TTumat  Riet  »J  tataaUitt  »m  lie  Matmd  Citj. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Steamer  Mound  Citt, 
Miasitsij^  River,  below  Vickiimrg,  May  23,  UG3. 
Sir:  The  following  casnalties  occnrred  on  board  this  vessel  to-day  daring 
the  engagement  with  the  Vicksburg  batteries,  viz:  Theodore  Scheid,  lienton- 
ant  of  infantry,  contused  wounds  of  left  eye  and  right  side;  Christopher  Lurt, 
private,  company  A,  58th  Ohio  volunteers,  contused  wounds  of  right  foreirm, 
slight;  Frank  Hotly,  maeter-at-arms,  contused  wound  of  back,  slight;  Chirln 
Ounnerson,  fireman,  contused  wound  of  left  side  and  panctiir«d  woosd  J 
shoulder. 

Very  respectfully, 

TBOUAS  RICE, 
Ading  Amislant  Surgeon,  United  Stalet  Xm}/. 
Btboh  WasoN,  Es<r, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Mound  OUy, 


Xtpert  if  Commamif  S.  E.  Wooduortk,  tommandimg  lit  Otmtrut  PtiM. 

TJ.  S.  Steamer  GiNRtuL  Stirunq  Price, 

fiefow  Vic&eburg,  May  27,  I86S- 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your commnnicaii'n- 
(at  6  a.  m.  this  day,}  dated  Hay  26,  Jn  which  I  am  directed,  with  all  the  gun- 
boats, to  engage,  at  8  o'clock,  the  hill  batteries. 

At  the  appointed  hour  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  to  the  point  dr^i:' 
nated,  oppoeite  the  canal,  and  immediately  engaged  the  nill  batteries.  l>->- 
covering  a  number  of  men  occupying  the  extreme  lower  hil!  battery.  <"" 
vessels  opened  on  them  with  shell  and  shrapnell.  Af[er  a  space  (tf  aU  ■' 
half  an  hour  discovered  them  lo  be  our  troops,  they  hoisting  an  Amerii^!^ 
flag.  I  immediatcty  made  signals  for  the  vessels  to  desist  their  fire  on  lui 
battery. 

We  continued  to  engage  the  other  hill  batteries  until  the  CincinDSti  •« 
seen  to  return  up  river,  when,  after  a  pcriodof  thirty  minutes  to  make  «•'■ 
tain  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Cincinnati,  we  retired  from  action.  We  *<" 
engaged  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  with  the  hill  batteries,  but  irere^''- 
able  to  silence  them.    They  replied  to  our  fire,  however,  bat  slowly. 

The  TuBcnmbia  was  not  able  to  go  up,  owing  to  her  being  withcmi  t 
pound  of  coal,    I  left  directions  for  her  to  take  on  coal  sufficient  lo  l*!'! 
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about  three  hours,  shonld  it  arrive,  and  come  up;  but  it  did  not  reach  her 
■antil  our  return. 

Enclosed  I  forward  ;ou  the  report  of  Captains  Greer,  Unrphj,  and  Wil- 
son; alao  thereportof  the  gnnner.ae  to  the  amonnt  of  ammunition  expended 
on  this  veseel. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  one  was  injured  daring  the  action,  although 
the  enemy's  shot  fell  thick  around  us. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  serrant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 

Commander,  Commanding  Price. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pootkh, 

Commanding  MUaiesippi  Squadron. 


BfBrt  if  LiMmml  Qmmaidtr  Grmif  eigi^emmt  tf  Magll. 

UtirrKD  9tatss  Stbukr  Bentov, 

Bdow  Vichburg,  May  ST,  1868, 
Sm:  t  have  respectfully  to  report  that  this  morning  this  vessel,  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  squadron  under  your  commaod,  stood  up,  and  at  8.^0 
opened  fire  on  the  lower  hill  battery.  We  worked  in  quite  close  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi shore,  and  fired  very  deliberately,  and  only  when  we  could  plainly 
see  the  Enemy's  guns.  The  enemy  responded  as  rapidly  as  bis  large  gun 
woald  allow  him  to  work  it,  a  number  of  hia  shot  falling  quite  close  to  as; 
fortunately  we  were  not  struck.  We  fired  fourteen  9-inch  10-eecond  shell; 
seven  42-ponnder  rifle  10-second  shell,  and  three  32-ponnder  lO-second  shell: 
s  total  of  twenty-four  fired.  Owing  to  the  action  of  the  current  and  the 
height  of  the  battery  above  us,  I  was  at  times  obliged  to  be  silent  for  several 
minutes  while  working  out  to  get  the  range. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 

lAeuienaM  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  E.  WooDwoRrn, 

Com'dg  U.  8.  Steamer  Qerteral  Price,  Satior  Officer  preaenl. 


Bipcrt  tf  UmUmml  Caamandtr  Bpvit  WSkm  ig  mgagtoM  tf  Kaf  IT. 

Untted  States  Gdkboat  Monsn  Cirv, 

£efeu)  VvAfhvTg,  May  31,  18SS. 
Sis;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning,  about  8  o'clock,  in  obe- 
dience to  signal,  I  got  under  way,  and  took  my  station  astern  of  the  Benton, 
for  the  purpose  of  engajring  the  battery  on  the  hill  below  Vicksburg. 

I  did  not  get  a  good  position  for  firing,  as. I  had  to  keep  below  the  Ben- 
ton, and  the  trees  hid  the  guns  almost  entirely  from  my  sight.     No  one  was 
injured  on  board.    Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Ideulenant  Commanding. 
Commander  S.  Wood  worth,  U.  S.  N., 

Cniied  States  Steamer  General  Price. 
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BtfM  ijf  Acting  LitiUnaml  J.  MeLcoi  Marpkg,  eomm^mding  tkc  CmrMM^ 

Uhited  STATia  Stbauek  Cjsohdelr, 

Qtr  Vidaburg,  May  27,  1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  reference  to  tlie  engagement 
of  to^ay: 

In  accordance  with  a  signal  from  the  United  States  steamer  Sterling 
Frice,  this  vessel  engaged  the  tower  batteries  at  abont  8.15  a.  m.,  and 
withdrew  to  the  Louisiana  shore  at  about  9  55  a,  m.  The  bow  battery  and 
the  battery  on  the  starboard  side,  respectively  in  cliarge  of  Acting  Ensigns 
Benjamin  and  Aroerman,  were  engaged.  The  range  of  shot  was  in  the 
direction  of  the  blufis,  and  as  near  the  locality  of  the  batteries  as  oonld  be 
determined  from  our  position  and  the  random  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  eleva- 
tion varied  from  fonr  to  seven  degrees.  Enclosed  is  the  gunner'B  repent  of 
expenditure  of  ammunition, 

I  am  glad  to  report  the  good  behavior  of  officers  and  men,  and  the  abeenoe 
of  accident  or  casaalties.  It  becomes  my  duty,  however,  to  recall  the  atten- 
tion of  Admiral  Porter  to  the  leaky  condition  of  the  ship,  and  the  precarions 
state  of  the  boilers. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  MoLEOD  MDRPHT, 
Acting  lAeutenant  Commandi»g. 
Com'dr  Silih  £.  Woodwobtb,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer  in  charge. 


£tport  rtiative  to  the  Tuacvvibia. 

U.  S.  UisBiasippi  SgnADROK,  Flao-Ship  Black  Haws, 
Young's  Point,  Louisiana,  May  36,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  yon  in  relation  to  the  Tuscumbia. 

The  persons  who  report  that  her  difficnlties  originated  from  orerloadinr 
are  mistaken.  We  had  not  weight  enongh  in  her,  and  I  partly  remedied 
the*  difficulty  by  filHug  her  np  nnder  the  boilers  with  bomb-shells. 

The  Tuscumbia  loi^  as  if  she  could  stand  anything.  The  material  used 
in  her  construction  is  of  the  best  kind.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  iron  is  put  on,  and  the  want  of  sufficient  backing  of  wood  un- 
der the  iron.  I  have  a  good  deal  of  confidence  m  Mr.  Brown,  the  conatmclor 
of  this  vessel,  having  found  him  very  zealous,  and  doing  the  work  for  the 
government  well  and  cheaply.  But  whoever  he  appointed  to  saperinlend 
this  vessel  neglected  their  duty,  and  injured  her  efficiency  in  the  moot  im- 
portant point. 

The  arrangement  of  the  magazine  is  due  to  the  ordnance  officer  who  hsd 
charge.  It  would  have  been  much  better  on  deck,  exposed,  than  the  way  it 
is  now. 

The  vessel  depends  too  much  on  hog  chains,  Uie  cntting  of  one  of  which 
brings  all  the  weight  on  her  ends.  All  her  bog  chains  and  moat  of  the 
stanchions  were  cut  away.  She  is  capable  yet  of  oeing  made  a  strong  ves- 
sel, but  with  many  alterations. 

I  found  fault  with  Mr.  Brown  for  some  of  her  arrangements,  bat  be  wm 
not  permitted  to  carry  oat  his  plans.  He  bad  three  vessels  building  at  dif 
Cerent  places,  which  is  a  bad  plan.    A  builder  cannot  do  jnatice  to  tbe  gov- 
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emrnent  io  that  way,  especially  as  some  of  his  work  is  let  ontb;  contracts, 
■nd  he  has  to  depend  opon  snperJDtendents. 

I  send  you  Lieutenant  Commander  Shirk's  report  of  the  Toscnmbia  in  tbe 
last  attack  on  Vicksburg. 

ir  there  are  any  more  vesaels  building  with  plate  iron,  I  think  it  would  be 
well  to  have  the  bolts  go  all  the  way  through  and  be  riveted  with  a  washer 
oa  the  other  side.  This  method  will  stand,  provided  the  wood  backing  is 
not  le&8  than  tbirty-six  inches  of  oak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Sear-Admiral,  Commanding  Miaaiasippi  Squadron, 
Hon.  GmxoN  Wellis, 

Secretary  c/  the  Navy,  WaAin^tm,  D.  0. 


UKmn  States  Steamir  Tdsccmbta, 

.Sefow  FiotMbuTj/,  May  99,  1863. 

Sm:  During  today's  action  with  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Vicksburg  this 
ship  was  struck  three  times,  once  upon  the  hull,  doing  no  damage,  once 
through  the  wood  work,  injuring  the  upper  deck  slightly,  and  once  npoa 
the  iron  plaiting  of  the  fighting  pilot-house.  This  shot  was  broken  into  small 
fragments,  but  the  effect  upon  the  pilot-honae  was  to  start  every  bolt,  throw 
out  of  place  every  iron  plate,  and  start  every  timber  in  the  forwEird  part 
of  the  pilot-houae. 

I  again  most  respectfully  call  ynur  attention  to  the  ontrageons  manner  in 
which  this  ship  has  been  put  together.  The  bolts  that  held  the  iron  on  the 
front  of  the  pilot-house  were  not  more  than  five  inches  long.  They  could  be 
drawn  out,  after  the  house  was  struck,  by  one's  fingers.  I  enclose  two 
drawings,  one  a  fore-and-aft  midship  section  of  the  turret  and  fighting  pilot- 
hoaae. 

By  this  yon  will  see  that  from  x\a  y  there  is  no  protection  to  tbe  wheel 
from  a  shot  or  shell  entering  the  forward  midship  port,  and  also  that  z,  the 
hatchway  of  the  magazine  passage,  is  very  much  exposed.  During  the  en- 
gagement at  Grand  Qulf  sparks  of  fire  did  enter  it. 

V\}\»  the  iron  armor  intended  to  protect  the  upper  part  of  the  pilot-honse, 
laid  on  as  in  the  drawing. 

0  is  the  look-out  hole.  There  are  two  of  these  on  the  forward  part  of  the 
hooHe;  the  shot  above  mentioned  struck  tbe  port  one. 

The  second  drawing  represents  the  present  appearance  of  the  upper  part 
of  tbe  pilot-house. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  most  obedient  servant^ 

JAUES  W.  SHIRK, 

Lieutenant  Oommandar. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pokier,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  U.  8.  Miastaaippi  Sqvadron,  Hag-Ship  Black  Bawk. 


Expedition  up  the  Tazoo. — DedrwHon  of  re&rf  steamers. 

Mississippi  Sqdadsok,  Flaq-Shif  Black  Hawk, 

Near  Vicksburg,  May  it,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  I  sent  up  Yazoo 
'       '  '  ■'     "irta  on  Synder'g  Bluff,  has 


river,  tbe  day  after  I  took  possession  of  the  forts 
returned,  having  met  with  perfect  success. 
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Ab  the  steamers  approached  Tazoo  City,  the  rebel  property  was  fired  by 
Lieutenant  Brown,  (of  the  ram  Arkanaae;)  and  what  he  had  begun,  oar 
forces  finished.  Three  powerful  rams  were  bnrnt:  the  Mobile,  a  screw 
vessel,  reiidy  for  her  plating;  the  Republic,  being  fitted  for  a  ram  with  rail- 
road-iroD  plating;  and  a  veaael  on  the  stocks,  (a  "monster,"]  three  hundred 
and  ten  feet  long,  and  seventy  feet  beam.  This  vessel  was  to  have  been 
covered  with  4^iucb  iron  plating — was  to  have  bad  six  engines,  four  sid^ 
wheels,  and  two  propellers.     She  would  have  given  us  much  trouble. 

The  rebels  bad  under  construction  a  fine  navy  yard,  containing  fine 
sawing  and  planing  machines,  an  extensive  machine  shop,  carpenter  and 
blacksmith  shops,  and  all  the  necessary  appliances  for  a  large  building  and 
repairing  ygrd.  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  burned  all  these,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  valuable  building  lumber;  he  also  burned  a  large  saw- 
mill that  had  been  used  iu  constructing  the  monster  ram.  The  material 
destroyed,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  cost  more  than  two  millions  of  dullsTB. 

We  had  oue  man  killed  uid  seven  wounded,  by  field-pieces,  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  going  np  tho  river,  bnt  the  wounded  are  doing  well.  I 
enclose  you  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker's  report  in  relation  to  this  affair. 
He  deserves  much  credit  for  the  handsome  inauDer  in  which  he  performed 
the  duty  assigned  him.  If  he  could  have  obtained  piluta,  he  would  have 
succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  all  the  rebel  rams,  instead  of  having  them 
burnt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Sear^Admirtil,  Com'dg  Miaaissippi  Squadnm. 

Hon.  OiDSoK  Welles, 

Secretary  ofUu  Nam/,  Wathtngton,  D.  0. 


TJkited  Stites  Steuieb  Baboh  Dk  Kai.b, 

Mouth  Tazoo  River,  May  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  started 
from  Snyder's  Bluff  on  the  20th  instant  with  the  De  Ealb,  Choctaw,  Forest 
Rose,  Linden,  and  Petrel,  on  an  expedition  to  Yazoo  City. 

Arriving  at  Haines's  Bluff,  I  landed  a  force  and  spiked  as  S-incb  gun  in 
the  works  there,  and  burned  the  carriage.  I  also  burned  some  forty  tents 
left  standing,  and  a  steam  saw-milt.  Arriving  at  Yazoo  City  at  1  p.  m.  on 
the  2]et  instant,  I  was  met  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  who  informed  me 
that  the  place  had  been  evacuated  by  the  military  authorities,  and  asking 
protection.  Enclosed  I  send  copies  of  the  communications  received,  and  my 
reply.  The  navy  yard  and  vessels  had  been  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  I  sent 
a  working  party  to  insure  the  destruction  of  everything  valnable  to  the  rebels. 
The  vessels  burned  were  the  Mobile,  a  screw  steamer  ready  for  her  plating, 
the  Republic,  which  I  understand  was  being  fitted  for  a  ram,  and  the  vessel 
on  the  stocks,  a  monster,  310  feet  long  and  70  feet  beam. 

The  navy  yard  contained  five  saw  and  planing  mills,  an  extensive  ma- 
chine shop,  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops,  and  all  the  necessary  fixtures 
for  a  large  building  and  repairing  yard,  which,  with  a  very  large  quaatitr 
of  lumber,  was  burned.  I  also  burned  a  large  saw-mill  a  little  above  the 
town.  Most  of  the  public  stores  had  been  removed;  such  as  I  found  in  town 
were  taken  on  board  the  vessels  or  destroyed.  Enclosed  I  send  the  lists  rf 
articles  removed  or  destroyed  by  Acting  Volunteer  Uentciiant  Brown,  the 
officvr  detailed  for  that  purpose.    In  the  hospitals  I  found^ud  paroled  Hi 
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Boldiera,  a  list  of  whom  I  enclose.    Retaniing,  I  left  Tazoo  City  this  mora- 
iug,  arriving  here  at  i  p.  m. 

At  Liverpool  landing,  in  a  aharp  bead  of  the  river,  we  were  attacked  by 
a  force  of  tbree  field-guns  anj  about  200  riflemen  concealed  in  the  busljea, 
and  for  a  few  minntes  the  firing  was  very  sharp.  The  enemy  retreated  as 
soon  as  the  veseela  got  into  position  to  use  their  gnna  with  effect  The 
Petrel,  Linden,  and  Choctaw  were  struck  by  shot,  but  with  no  particular 
injury  to  either. 

Sergeant  Stuckinger,  of  this  vessel,  was  killed  by  a  rifle  shot  The  Lin- 
den had  five  wounded,  the  Petrel  two,  and  the  Choctaw  one.  Moat  of  the 
wounds,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8e^van^ 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 
lAeuienanl  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbr,  - 

Commanding  Himnai]^  Squadron. 


Operation*  cffied  on  Tenneasee  river  under  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Fhdpg. 

TTnited  Statsb  Steamer  Buck  Hawk, 
MiaiMsippi  Squadron,  near  Vickeburg,  May  25,  1868. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  extract  from  a  rr^port  made 
by  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps,  commanding  fleet  on  Tennessee  river, 
giving  an  account  of  his  operations  on  said  river : 

"  United  States  Ghsboat  Champiou, 

"  Tennessee  River,  May  14,  1868. 
"Sir:  On  tiie  5th  instant  I  left  Paducah  with  the  Covington,  Queen  City, 
Argosy,  Silver  Cloud,  and  this  vessel,  and  proceeded  up  this  river,  destroy- 
ing on  the  way  every  kind  of  boat  that  could  serve  tbe  rebels  to  cross  the 
rivor.  On  the  llth  we  were  at  Cerro  Gordo,  and  1  then  sent  the  Covington, 
Argijsy,  and  Silver  Cloud  to  Eitstport,  the  highest  navignble  point  at  this 
stage  of  water,  and  myself  dropped  down  a  few  miles  to  communicate,  by 
previous  appointment,  with  Litutenant  Colonel  W.  R.  &[.  Breckeuridge. 
Along  the  river  1  heard  of  detach rjieiits  of  cavalry  at  various  points,  whose 
occupation  chiefly  consisted  in  plundering,  in  carrying  of!  Union  men,  aud 
in  taking  conscripts.  At  Linden,  in  Perry  county,  TcnneNsce,  there  was  a 
rebel  force  of  this  kind  posted.  I  arranged  witli  Colonel  Brockenridge  to 
cross  a  small  force  and  cover  different  points  with  the  gunboats,  places  to 
which  be  could  retreat,  if  need  be,  while  be  should  attempt  to  surprise  Lin- 
den. The  boats  above  rejoined  me  ou  tbe  I3th,  liaving  found  all  quiet  above, 
and  at  night  I  dropped  down  the  river  to  the  landing  for  Decaturville,  where 
I  foaud  the  colonel  with  but  fifty  five  men  of  his  regiment,  all  he  had  with 
him.  Some  from  a  iUichigan  regiment  that  were  to  join  had  failed  to  come 
in.  We  at  once  took  tlie  cavalry  on  board,  crossed  it  over  with  little  noisa, 
and  the  boats  took  their  position  at  intervals  along  ttie  river  some  miles 
above  and  below.  Colonel  Breckenridge's  movements  were  timed  so  that 
his  arrival  at  Linden  (twelve  miles  from  the  river)  should  be  just  at  day- 
break, and  be  completely  surprised  the  place.  The  rebel  pickets  fired  upon 
him  and  dispersed.  Only  some  twenty  of  the  118  rebels  at  muster  the 
evening  before  had  time  to  reach  the  rendezvous  at  the  court-house  before 
it  was  surrounded.  The  little  party  returned  with  Lientenant  Colonel  Frier- 
son,  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  one  surgeon,  thirty  regular  rebel  soldjeri^^ 
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ten  conscripts,  fifty  boraea,  two  transportation  WI^;onB,  arma,  &c.,  Sx.  With 
the  coart^ioiise  were  burned  a  lot  of  arma  and  anppliea.    Three  of  the  enemj 
were  killed.    Our  loaa,  nooo ;  only  one  horse  killed." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admirai,  Com'dg  Missienif^  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBotr  Wellis, 

y  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Lost  qf  the  JTntted  Slatea  steamer  Oincinnati. — Engagement  leilh  the  VktAur^ 


United  States  Hissiasiin  SouADiioir, 

Near  Vickaburg,  May  SH,  18(3. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  Generals 
Grant  and  Sherraan'a  urgent  request,  and  being  led  to  believe  that  tbe 
enemy  had  moved  hie  guns  to  the  land  aide,  I  fitted  the  Cincinnati  for  tbe 
occasion  by  packing  her  with  logs  and  hay,  and  sent  her  down  to  enfilade 
some  rifle-pita  which  barred  the  progress  of  our  army.  I  bad  my  donbta 
about  the  strength  of  tbe  poaition,  and  took  every  precantion  I  could 
think  of. 

The  Cincinnati  atarted  from  tbe  anchorage  at  9  a.  m.,  and,  thinking  it  was 
only  an  attack  on  rifle-pits,  1  went  down  aft«r  her  in  a  tug  to  direct  tbe 
operations,  if  necessary.  As  I  approached  her  I  saw  that  ahe  was  coming 
up  stream  at  a  great  rate  under  a  heavy  fire  from  all  the  eucroy'a  guns  in 
that  vicinity;  they  had  moved  none,  and  were  pouring  the  shot  and  shell 
into  her  very  rapidly;  still  I  could  see  none  strike  her,  and  went  acroaa  tbe 
river  to  direct  the  firing  of  the  mortar  boats.  She  disappeared  in  a  bayon, 
and  I  auppoeed  ahe  was  taking  a  short  cut  through  Old  river  to  avoid  the 
enemy's  fire.  In  an  hour  after  two  of  her  seamen  came  to  the  bank,  and  I 
sent  a  boat  for  them.  I  was  then  informed  that  she  bad  sunk.  I  enclose 
tbe  captain's  report  and  the  telegraphic  messages  that  passed  between  Gen- 
eral Sherman  and  myaelf  on  tbe  occasion.  The  general  had  good  reason  fiH' 
supposing  the  guns  bad  been  removed,  as  it  bad  been  done  at  most  of  tbe 
other  bill  batteries.  Tbe  Cincinnati  went  down  with  her  colors  fiying,  and 
kept  them  up  after  she  was  sunk,  the  rebels  still  firing  on  her.  She  can  be 
raised  when  the  water  falls  a  little.  Officers  and  men  lost  all  their  eflecta, 
only  tbe  public  money  being  saved.  As  near  as  we  can  learn,  twenty-five 
men  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  fifteen  missing — supposed  to  be 
drowned.  The  pilot  was  killed  as  ahe  rounded  to  abreast  of  the  batteriea. 
Licntenant  Commanding  Bache  ateered  her  out  of  the  action  himaelt 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,     

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admirtd,  ConCdg  Miaaiamppi  Squadrwi. 

Hob.  GmsoN  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  tf  the  Navy,  Wiuhmgion,  D.  0. 


Ltltr  <f  Maaut  Qtmnl  Sitrmam. 

HunonARTEBS  I&th  Abict  Corps; 

W<Unul  mat,  May  19,  ISCl 
DtARADHtBAL:  My  Hgbt  IB ou  tfao  Mississippi.    We  havepoeseasionof  tbe 
bluff  down  a  mile  or  more  below  tbe  mouth  of  the  bayou.     Can't  you  send 
immediately  a  couple  of  gunboats  down  f    They  can  easily  see  and  diatia- 
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(fuish  onr  meD,  and  can  silence  a  water  battery — that  is,  the  extremit;  of 
titeh  flank  on  the  river — and  euGlade  the  left  Sank  of  their  works. 

I  tliiok  near);  all  the  guns  of  their  upper  batteries  are  moved  inside  of 
Tickabarr,  and  are  now  on  the  land  front 

Too  will  have  no  trouble  in  distingnishing  onr  flank  ;  it  is  about  J  mile 
below  a  cattle  pen  on  the  immediate  shore  of  the  Mississippi. 

I  would  get  General  Orant  to  make  this  request,  but  he  is  far  on  the  left 
flank,  and  it  would  lake  hours  to.Gnd  him. 
Truly  yours, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  Jf^or  General. 
Admiral  Portkb, 

Or  SsxioB  OrncBR  at  month  of  Yazoo. 


MiBsisaiPFi  SguiDROir, 
Flag-Shya  Black  Book,  above  VkkAurg,  May  87,  1863. 
Sis  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  order,  the  Cincinnati  got  under  way  this  morn- 
ing at  seven  o'clock  and  steamed  slowly  down  UDtifa  little  abreast  of  where 
the  mortars  lay,  when  we  rounded  to.     The  enemy  fired  several  shots  from 
a  gnn  called  "  Whietliug  Dick,"  but  soon  gave  up. 

At  half  past  eight,  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  we  stood  for  the  position 
assigned  us. 

Tbe  enemy  fired  rapidly  and  from  all  their  batteries.  When  abreaat  of 
our  position  and  rounding  to  a  ball  entered  tbe  mai^azine,  and  she  com- 
menced filling  rapidly.  Sbortly  after  the  starboard  tiller  was  carried  away. 
Before  and  after  this  time  the  enemy  fired  with  great  accuracy,  hitting  us 
Almost  every  time.  We  were  especially  annoyed  by  plunging  shots  from 
tbe  hills,  an  eight-inch  rifle  and  a  ten-inch  smooth  bore  doing  ub  much 
damage.  The  shots  went  entirely  through  our  protection — bay,  wood, 
and  iron. 

Finding  that  the  vessel  would  sink,  I  ran  her  up  stream,  and  as  near  tbe 
right-hand  shore  as  our  damaged  steering  apparatus  wonld  permit  About 
ten  minutea  before  she  sank  we  ran  close  in,  got  out  a  plank  and  put  the 
wounded  aabure.  We  also  got  a  hawser  out  to  make  fast  to  a  tree  to  hold  her 
until  she  sank.  Unfortunately,  tbe  men  ashore  at  the  hawser  left  it  without 
making  fast,  the  enemy  still  firing  The  boat  commenced  drifting  out,  and 
I  sang  out  to  the  men  to  swim  ashore,  thinking  we  were  in  deeper  water 
(as  was  reported)  than  we  really  were.  I  suppose  about  fifteen  were 
drovraed  and  about  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded,  and  one  probably  taken 
prisoner,  will  sum  up  tbe  whole  loss. 

The  boat  sank  in  shout  three  fathoms  of  water,  lies  level,  and  can  easily 
be  raised.     She  lies  within  range  of  tbe  enemy's  batteries. 

The  vessel  went  down  with  her  colors  nailed  to  the  mast,  or  rather  the 
stamp  of  one,  all  three  having  been  shot  away.     Our  fire,  until  the  maga- 
zine was  drowned,  was  good,  and  I  am  satisfied  did  damage. 
Wo  only  fired  at  a  two-gun  water  battery. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OEOROE  M.  BAGHE, 

Luutenant  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Portir, 

Commanding  Mmissippi  Squadron. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 
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AidOhniiUttpolAfnm  Btat-Aiaani  PorUr. 

United  States  Missirbipfi  Squadron, 
Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  near  Vicksburg,  May  30.  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  commtiDicatioD  from  Lieatenaat  Cooh 
maudiiig  Bachc,  coutaiaing  further  particulars  couceruing  the  Uincumati, 
with  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  drowned. 

Also  a  letter  from  General  Sherman,  who  witnessed  the  affair.  From  all 
accounts,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Cincinnati  behaved  in  the  moot  haad- 
some  mauner. 

Very  respectfullj,  your  obedient  serrant, 

D.  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Com'dg  Jfianwsif^  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Ifavy,  Waehingfon,  D.  0. 


AMl^mat  nport  ^  LUulenant  OaamaxJtr  Badit,  wU  Ud  <f  tnualtm  am  Ik  Cit^mmti 

TTntted  States  Steameb  Buck  Hawk, 

May  29,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  make  the  following  additional  report  of  the  affair  betweea 
the  Cincinnati  and  tlie  Vicksburg  batteries.  The  only  shot  which  did  not 
penetrate  ns  struck  the  buw  casemate,  which  wa«  well  greased.  Two^jU 
entered  the  shell-room — one  coming  through  the  fanlail  and  ricocheting  op 
through  the  recess  of  the  wheel,  bcluw  the  water-Hue  ;  the  other  paftsin;: 
through  the  side,  capsizing  nearly  all  tho  boxes  on  the  port  side  of  the  alley. 
It  was  immediately  filled  with  water.  A  third  shot  entered  the  magazine, 
flooded  it  almost  instantly,  thereby  preventttig  us  from  returning  (any  mori',< 
the  enemy's  fire.  I  believe  she  was  hulled  twice  after  this,  as  she  was  felt 
to  lift  bodily  without  other  apparent  cause.  A  heavy  rifle  shot  penetrated 
through  the  pilot-house  ;  the  starboard  tiller  was  shot  away.  All  of  ber 
staffs  were  shot  away,  rendering  it  necessary  to  nail  tlie  flag  to  the  stump 
of  the  fore  staff.  Several  plunging  shots  went  through  the  deck.  One  IX- 
inch,  an  Vlll-inch,  a  rifle  30-pimndor,  a  32-pounder,  aud  a  12-pounder  boir- 
itzer  were  disabled.  Two  shots  were  fired  after  the  vessel  sank,  oue  "f 
them  throwing  up  a  shower  of  mud  aud  water,  drowning  several  men 
swimming. 

I  cannot  notice  one  of  my  officers  without  the  rest,  all  behaved  so  le- 
tnarkahly  well. 

I  have  to  recommend  for  medals  the  fullowiDg-named  men,  viz  : 

Thomas  Hamilton,  quaitcrmastur,  severely  wounded  at  the  wbe«1,  aA«i^ 
wartls  returned  to  lend  a  hand,  and  bad  to  be  sent  below  ;  Frank  B<"$. 
quartermaster,  coolness  in  making  signals,  also  nailing  the  flag  to  lh« 
stump  of  fore  staff  when  I  called  for  some  one  to  do  eo  ;  Thomas  Jenkin*. 
seaman,  Martin  McHugh,  seaman,  F.  E.  Corcoran,  landsman,  and,  from  ibe 
Choctaw,  Andrew  Dow,  (boatswaiu's  mate,)  were  coDspicnous  for  tbrir 
bravery  and  coolness.  There  were  no  ordinary  cases  of  performanoe  i'' 
duty,  for  we  were  suffering  terribly  from  a  severely-acc urate  fire. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows,  viz  :  Killed — Henry  Altonborough,  [ulot: 
Tobias  Cody,  carpenter's  mate  ;  James  Thompson,  landsman,  Obucia*- 
Wounded — Uanicl  Hand,  landsman,  Choctaw,  mortally,  (since  dead  :)  Pettr 
Dalton,  landsman,  Choctaw,  mortally  ;  Gilbert  J.  Culeman,  ensign,  contusii  ->: 
Simeon  Shultice,  first  assistant  engineer,  slightly  ;  Henry  Boobey,  eosigD. 
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slightly  ;  6.  H.  Stevens,  acting  carpenter,  contnaion,  severe ;  Charles  Brat- 
tun,  seaman,  Choctan,  fracture  uf  right  forearm  ;  William  Woudruff,  cuntra- 
band,  second-class  fireman,  fracture  of  forearm  ;  Cloves  0.  Smith,  landsman, 
splinter  wound  in  right  arm  ;  Thomas  W.  Hamilton,  qn  a  r  term  aster,  con- 
tusion ;  t^olumon  Guess,  master-at-arms,  contusion  ;  Patrick  Rocket,  first 
cabin  boy,  scalp  wound  ;  Geo.  Washington,  contraband,  contusion  ;  William 
H.  Cohen,  paymaster's  stewai'd,  contusion  ;  Isaac  Foreman,  contraband, 
captain's  steward,  contusion;  Fred.  Young,  private,  company  C,  58tb  Ohio 
Toluotters.  Missing  (drowned) — James  Cooper,  captain  after  guard  ; 
Patrick  Bums,  captain  after  guard  ;  Henry  Tbornbury,  seaman  ;  Cornelius 
O'Neal,  seaman  ;  Leopold  Snyder,  landsman  ;  James  Pettingill,  landsman  ; 
James  Wilson,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy ;  Henry  Truman,  contraband, 
first  cabin  boy  ;  Albert  Williams,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy  ;  Richard 
Howard,  contraband,  first  cabin  boy  ;  William  Redbom,  corporal,  company 
0,  58th  Ohio  volunteers  ;  Martin  Campbell,  private,  company  V,  5Sth  Ohio 
volunteers;  George  Just,  private,  company  C,  58tli  Ohio  volunteers,  Thomas 
Smith,  landsman,  taken  prisoner  and  paroled. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutimant,  Commanding. 
P.  S. — June  I,  1S63. — John  McMorrow,  seaman,  drowned. 


ItSw  from  Major  Qounl  SIxniM*. 

HSAnqDABTERS  FlPTEENTH  ArMT  CoBPS, 

Wtdnul  mU.May  28,  1863. 

Dear  Aouibal  :  I  was  on  the  hill  to  our  extreme  right  yesterday,  ready  to 
take  advantage  of  any  success  to  be  gained  by  the  guuboat  attack  on  the 
enemy's  left  flank.  At  nine  a.  m,  I  saw  four  gunboats  advance  from  below 
and  engage  the  enemy's  lower  batteries,  and  soon  the  Cincinnati  came  down 
from  above,  steering  directly  for  the  upper  water  batteries. 

From  our  position  we  could  only  see  tlie  hill  which  shielded  them  from  the 
rear.  As  the  g'unboat  approached  she  was  fired  upon  from  three  points.  We 
directed  38-pounder  Purrotta,  some  6-pounder  guns,  and  our  musketry  opened 
oa  all  points  within  reach,  but  these  batteries  were  covered  by  the  shape  of 
ground.  As  the  Cincinnati  neared  she  Gred  several  of  Ler  bow  guns;  butaa 
the  current  would  have  carried  her  below,  she  rounded  to,  firing  I'rum  her 
broadside  guns,  but  soon  presented  her  stern.  The  enemy's  shot  at  first 
went  wild,  but  soon  gut  her  range  and  struck  her  several  times,  and  twice 
rigilt  under  her  stern.  She  ran  islfjwly  up  stream,  keeping  mid-channel,  and 
wt.en  about  one  and  a  half  mile  up,  steered  directly  to  the  shore  in  the  bend. 
I  saw  that  her  larboard  quarter-boat  was  shot  away,  and  her  flagstaff,  but 
otherwise  she  appeared  uninjured.  She  ran  to  the  shore  and  soon  sank;'hcr 
bow  appeared  down  and  her  stern  up,  her  upper  decks  out  of  water.  The 
moment  1  saw  her  sink  I  sent  a  company  of  the  76th  Ohio  to  her  relief.  I 
cull  Id  see  by  a  glass  she  was  near  shore,  and  her  people  on  the  bank. 

Waiting  a  couple  of  hours  to  hear  more  definite  news  from  her,  I  came  to 
tlie  centre  of  my  line  and  despatched  one  of  my  aids,  Licateuant  Hill,  to  see 
that  all  possible  assistance  should  be  afforded  the  crew,  and  received  a  mes- 
Ba^e  that  a  boat  had  been  sent  to  you,  and  that,  as  soon  as  dark  would  make 
it  Hafe,  you  would  send  a  boat  down  with  all  the  assistance  required.  I  re- 
ceived the  following  official  report.  Inasmuch  as  you  must  know  all,  I  have 
DO  occasion  to  report  more  than  that  the  style  in  which  the  Cincinnati  eu- 
^a^ed  the  batteries  elicited  universal  praise,  and  1  deplore  the  sad  result  a^ 
luucb  as  any  one  could.  iOqIc 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 34  ^ 
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The  importitDce  of  the  object  aimed  to  be  accomplished,  in  my  jndgin«nti 
fully  warranted  the  attempt.  It  has  proved  successful,  and  will  atimulite 
ns  to  fui  ther  efforts  to  break  the  line  which  terminates  on  the  Uissiasippi  in 
such  formidable  batteries. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN,  M^.  Om. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Porteb, 

Commanding  Mimiagippi  Sjuadron. 


Utkr  <f  IIUnH/nm  Stent^nf  ef  tti  Saty  b>  Liaiaiaii  Oammamitr  Sadie. 

Natt  DEFARmirr,  June  12,  1863. 

Sm :  Acting  Rear-Admir&t  Porter  has  forwarded  to  the  departnaent  copies 
of  yunr  reports  of  the  2Tth  and  89th  ultimo,  detailing  the  circamstanoea  cf 
the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Cincinnati,  under  your  command,  in 
an  attack  upon  the  Vicksburg  batteries. 

Whilst  regretting  the  loss  of  a  ship  that  has  so  often  successfally  engaged 
the  enemy,  tbe  sad  casualties  attending  it,  and  the  sorrows  that  have  been 
bronght  to  the  hearts  of  the  families  of  uiose  who  gave  up  their  Uvea  in  tbe 
service  of  their  country,  it  is  gratifying  to  feel  that  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Cincinnati  performed  their  duty  nobly  and  faithfully.  All  reporla  yet 
received  testify  to  this  fact ;  and  General  Sherman,  with  whom  you  were 
directed  especially  to  coK)perate,  and  who  was  an  eye-witness,  eays,  "  the 
Btyle'in  which  the  Cincinnati  engaged  the  battery  elicited  nniversal  praise.' 

Amidst  an  incesaant  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  even  when  the  fate  of  tbe  vea- 
sel  bad  been  sealed,  and  destruction  both  from  tbe  elements  and  the  eneicy 
was  threatened,  tbe  officers  and  men  appear  to  have  stood  bravely  at  their 
posts,  and  it  is  a  proud  record  of  the  Cincinnati  that  when  her  last  moments 
came  "  she  went  oown  with  ber  colors  nailed  to  the  mast." 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  pleasure  that  I  eitprees  to  yon,  and  to  tbe  snrvivii^ 
officers  and  crew  of  the  CincioDati,  tbe  department's  appreciation  of  jou 
brave  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  4c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Georoe  M.  Bacrk, 

Lata  in  command  of  U.  8.  Steamer  Cincinnati,  XRm.  Squadron. 


Expedition  vp  tke  Taxoo  river,  and  destruction  ifr^d  Iran^ortt. 

>  HisstssiPFi  Squadron, 

Aeor  VickAurg,  June  1, 1863, 
Sib:  After  the  return  of  the  eipedition  under  Lieutenant  Commander 
Walker  up  the  Yazoo,  and  the  destruction  of  the  rams  and  navy  yard,  I  de- 
spatched the  same  officer  up  again,  with  inatructions  to  capture  tran^wrta 
'nie  enclosed  is  bis  report.  Besides  those  steamers  mentioned  ss  barnt,  the 
rebels  bnmt  the  Acadia  and  Magenta,  also  two  of  tbeir  best  traosporta 
My  object  waa  to  break  up  the  transportation  on  tbe  Tazoo,  and,  with  tbe 
exception  of  a  few  steamers  beyond  Fort  Pemberton,  the  rebels  can  traas- 
port  nothing  by  water  on  that  river.  Steamers  to  the  amonnt  of  seven  huD- 
dred  thousand  dollars  were  destroyed  by  tbe  late  expediUoo  ;  nine  in  all. 
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The  Star  of  the  West  tiiui  ennk,  completely  blockading  the  Tallabusha 
river,  and  the  gnnboat  It;  was  found  SQDk  near  Liverpoo)  landing. 
1  am,  sir,  ver;  reepectfall;,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  Miaaiesifpi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GtDROH  WELtas, 

Secretory  t^tJie  Navy,  Wofhii^km,  D.  C, 


9*f«rt  tfLieMtKtM  ComiMM^  Jolm  Q.  WMer. 

Uxmo  States  STSAinx  Baron  DeEalb, 

Mo»th  (f  Yazoo  Mver,  June  I,  1868. 
Sn:  I  have  to  report  that  I  left  this  place  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  Hay 
vith  the  DeKalb,  Forest  Rose,  Linden,  Signal,  and  Petrel.  I  pushed  up  the 
Tazoo  as  speedily  as  poasible  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  the 
enemy's  transports  in  that  river.  The  Signal  knocked  down  her  smoke- 
stacks and  returned  the  same  night.  Leaving  the  DeKalb  with  orders  to 
mine  on  as  fast  as  possible,  I  pushed  on,  with  the  Forest  Rose,  Linden  and 
Petrel,  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Fort  Pemberlun,  when  I  found  the  steamers 
Juhn  Walsh,  R.  J.  Lockland,  Golden  Age,  and  Scotland  sunk  on  a  bar,  com- 
pletely blockading  it  np. 

Failing  in  my  efforts  to  make  a  passage  through  the  blockade,  I  fired  them, 
destroying  all  but  such  parts  of  the  hulls  as  were  under  water.  These  steamers 
were  fine  boats,  in  good  order,  and  if  I  had  had  the  means,  could  have  been 
raised  and  saTcd  1  remained  at  that  point  during  the  night,  and  neit  morn- 
ing at  daylight  was  attacked  by  a  force  of  the  enemy,  but  after  a  sharp  fire 
of  a  few  minates  tht>y  beat  a  hasty  retreat.  Our  only  loss  was  two  men 
belonging  to  the  Petrel,  wounded. 

Returning  down  the  Yazoo,  I  horned  a  large  saw-mill  twenty-five  miles 
above  Yazoo  City. 

At  Yazoo  City  I  landed  and  brought  away  a  large  quantity  of  bar,  round, 
and  flat  iron  Irom  the  navy  yard. 

Arriving  at  the  month  of  Big  Sunflower,  T  proceeded  np  that  river  about 
one  hundrrd  and  eighty  miles,  until  stopped  by  shoal  water.  At  Indian 
Shoot  I  sent  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Forest  Rose,  with  boats 
through  to  Rolling  Fork.  He  found  a  quantity  of  com  belonging  to  the 
rebels,  which  he  burned.  At  the  month  of  Bayou  Quirer,  hearing  of  steamers, 
I  sent  Lieutenant  Brown,  with  the  boats  of  the  Forest  Rose  and  Linden,  up 
after  them.  After  ascending  ten  miles  he  burned  the  Dew  Drop  and  Emma 
Bett.  The  Linden  bnrnt  the  Argo  in  a  small  bayou  about  seventy-five  miles 
up  Sunflower. 

I  also  found  the  Cotton  Plant  sunk  in  Lake  George,  with  nothing  out  of 
water  but  the  tops  of  her  smokestacks. 

At  Gawin's  landing,  on  the  Sunflower,  I  found  and  brought  away  a  cutter 
which  was  lost  on  the  Deer  creek  expedition.    Retnrniug,  I  arrived  here  last 

I  have  been  much  indebted  to  Lieutenants  Brown,  of  the  Forest  Rose,  and 
Smith,  of  the  Linden,  for  their  zeal  and  efficiency  during  the  expedition. 

I  have  as  prisoners  two  engineers  and  a  pilot  in  the  service  of  the  rebels, 
and  several  deserters  and  refugees, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  WALKER, 
lAeulenani  Commander,  United  8late»  Ifavy. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mimdmppi  Squadron.  Dig  izedtyGoO'jIe 
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B^x^rla  c^  Acting  Sear-Admiral  Porter  of  the  siege  of  YiclaiMrg,  and  co-<yxra- 
lion  of  the  navy  loith  the  army. 

United  States  Uissiaetppt  Squadroit, 
t'lag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  near  Vidciimrg,  June  9,  1863. 

Sn;  I  hare  nothiog.  particular  ix)  communicate  with  regard  to  the  poai- 
tioii  of  aflaira  here. 

The  army  ia  still  advancing  close  to  tiie  works.  General  Shennan  in  so 
close  that  he  cannot  get  nearer  without  going  in. 

When  the  other  generals  are  up  with  him,  I  prestime  that  an  assault  will 
be  made.  Three  batteries  have  been  erected  of  naval  guna,  one  consisting 
of  two  8-inch  guns,  in  General  Steele's  front,  under  command  of  Liealenant 
Commander  Selfridge. 

This  battery  opened  fire  day  before  yesterday,  and  cleared  everytbinj^ 
before  it.  One  battery  of  two  9'incb  guns  is  being  erected  in  General 
SfcPheraon's  front,  and  two  8-inch  guns  in  front  of  General  McCIernand. 
'TJiese  latter  did  not  require  naval  assistsuce,  only  the  guns;  and  have  not 
made  as  much  progress,  the  guns  not  being  yet  mounted.  They  will  be  io 
position  very  soon. 

The  mortars  keep  constantly  plitying  on  the  city  and  works,  and  tbe  gun- 
boats throw  in  their  shells  whenever  they  see  any  work  going  on  »t  tbe 
batteries,  or  new  batteries  being  put  up. 

Not  a  soul  is  to  be  seen  moving  in  the  city;  tbe  soldiers  lying  in  their 
trenches  or  pits,  and  the  inhsbitsuts  being  stowed  in  caves  or  boles  dug  oat 
in  the  cliffs.  If  the  city  is  not  relieved  by  a  much  superior  force  from  the 
outside,  Vicksburg  must  fall  without  anything  mote  being  dune  to  iL  I 
only  wonder  it  has  held  out  so  long. 

If  the  city  is  relieved,  aud  our  army  have  to  retire,  we  will  lose  every- 
thing we  have — all  of  which  could  be  prevented  by  an  addition  of  thirty 
thousand  men,  which  men  can  be  spared  from  Missouri  aloue.  If  we  do  not 
get  Vicksburg  now,  we  never  will. 

The  rebel  steamer  Lady  Walton  came  down  from  Little  Rock,  ArkanssA. 
a  few  days  since,  and  gave  herself  up  to  the  commanding  officer  at  White 
rivtr.     I  sent  her  to  Cairo  to  the  judge  of  the  district. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
A<ding  Rear^Admirai,  Comi'dg  Jfugisstppi  Squadron. 

Hon.  G  IDE  OH  Welles, 

Secretart/  of  the  Navy,  Wiuhinglon,  D.  C. 


TTurTED  States  Hiaaisstin  SQUAmtoN, 
Flag-Ship  Blade  Hawk,  near  RcfaAufy,  June  20,  18W. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  a  notification  frwm 
General  Grant,  last  night  at  13  o'clock,  that  he  intended  to  open  a  geneial 
bombardment  on  tbe  city  at  4  a.  m.,  and  continue  it  until  10  o'clock. 

I  sent  word  to  Commander  Woodworth,  at  the  lower  fleet,  to  mov«  np 
with  all  the  veasels  below  and  attack  at  tbe  time  specified. 

Giving  Lieutenant  Commander  Ramsay  charge  of  a  lOO-ponoder  rifle,  » 
10-inch  and  a  9-iDch  gun,  fitted  on  scows,  I  placed  them  after  miduigbt do(»' 
to  the  point  opposite  Vicksburg,  protected  by  the  bank. 

At  the  time  specified  all  oar  shore  batteries  opened,  also  the  guns  on  the 
scows,  and  the  mortars.    A  little  later  tlie  gnnboata  also  opened  and  kepi 
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np  k  heavy  fire,  adTancing  all  the  time,  and  throwing  shelU  into  all  the  bat- 
teriee  aloog  the  hills  and  near  the  city. 

There  was  no  respoDse  what«Ter;  the  batteries  were  all  deserted.  At  10 
o'clock  the  vesseU  ceased  firing,  as  did  the  scows  and  martara  alsu.  The 
only  dfimoDBtration  made  by  the  rebels  from  the  water  front  was  a  brisk  fire 
of  heavy  gana  from  the  upper  batteries  on  two  12-pounder  rifled  howitzers 
that  were  planted  on  the  Louisiana  aide  by  General  Ellet's  marine  brigade, 
which  has  much  annoyed  the  enemy  for  two  or  three  days,  and  prevented 
them  from  getting  water. 
I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  the  commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Missisfifpi  Sqtuldron. 
Eon.  Gideon  Wilues, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


tttfori  y  Cmmmitr  8.  E.  Woodmirth,  csnundbv  At  Qmrdl  Prict. 

UNiTEn  Stites  Steamer  Steruho  Price, 

BeUno  VickAvrg,  June  20,  1863. 

Sik:  Agreeable  to  yonr  inatructions  contained  in  your  order  of  this  morning, 
I  proceeded  with  the  Uoand  City  to  the  point  designated,  bnt  was  unable  to 
open  fire  on  account  of  the  hazy  atmosphere  which  hung  over  the  Vicks- 
burg  shore,  completely  hiding  it  from  view. 

After  1  o'clock  was  able  to  distinguifh  somewhat  the  location  of  the  bat- 
teries. Opened  fire  on  Whistling  Dick  battery,  which  was  soon  silenced;  it 
fired  twice,  bnt  not  in  our  direction. 

We  also  bombarded  the  other  hill  batteries  as  far  np  as  the  Hospital  batp 
tery,  driving  every  one  from  them,  ao  much  that  not  a  single  gun  waa  fired 
after  the  allencing  of  Whistling  Dick. 

We  also  shelled  the  lower  line  of  works  of  the  eikemy,  running  from  the 
water  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  until  there  was  no  longer  any  appearance  of 
an  enemy  to  firu  at 

Our  army  batteriea  ceased  firing  about  10  a.  m.  We  continued  to  fire  at 
intervaJa  until  11  a.  m.  whenever  the  aign  of  an  enemy  would  make  its  ap- 
pearance within  our  range. 

About  the  time  we  were  retiring  from  action  a  rifle  gun  from  the  other 
aide  of  Young's  Point  commenced  firing  at  a  battery  occupied  by  General 
Herron's  command,  from  which  was  flying  an  American  flag.  Sent  a  courier 
across  the  point  to  notify  them  of  the  fact 

Having  been  engaged  for  three  and  a  half  hours,  and  General  Grant's  linea 
being  [perfectly  silent,  we  retired  from  action,  leaving  the  Benton  in  her  old 
position  at  the  head  of  the  towhead,  and  wilt  send  the  Mound  City  back  to 
Warrcnton  as  soon  as  I  obtain  Captain  Wilson's  report.  Ecclused  I  forward 
the  reports  of  Captains  Greer  and  Wilson,  containing  expenditure  uf  ammu- 
nition. ****•*♦** 
Tery  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SELIM  E.  WOODWORTH, 

Commanding  Price. 

Acting  Rear-Adroiral  D.  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  Mununiippi  Sqttadron. 
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TJrreb  Statcb  SrEAim  BiirroK, 

Jdow  Ptotsbury,  June  80,  1863. 
Sis  :  I  have  respectfnll;  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  jour  order  of  tbis 
date,  this  vessel  got  under  way  at  5.40  a.  m.  and  stood  op  the  canaL  It 
was  so  thick  and  hazy  that  I  could  not  see  the  batteries  or  any  landinmr^ 
I  tiirew  a  few  shells  into  the  wooda  to  the  northward  of  Whiatling  Dick. 
At  8.30  it  cleared  away  a  little,  and  I  fired  at  Wbiatlinf  Dick,  and  a  little 
northward  of  it ;  also  at  some  cattle  which  I  saw  on  the  lowlands.  Whilit 
lying  above  the  canal  a  rifle  gun  from  over  the  point  fired,  its  shell  boating 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  position  held  by  our  troops.  Seeing  a  aoldier  on 
horseback  on  the  bank,  1  ran  in  and  sent  faim  over  fa>  the  officer  command- 
ing the  rifle  to  state  where  the  shells  were  falling.  We  were  not  fired  on, 
although  in  good  range  of  Whistling  Dick  for  a  long  time.  We  fired  fire 
9-inch  15-second  shells,  and  seventeen  lO-second  9-inch  shells.  At  10.55 
stood  down  the  river  to  uur  old  anchorage.  I  have  also  to  report  that  last 
night  I  received  a  letter  from  Uajor  General  Herron  asking  fur  sunie  more 
ammunition  for  the  82-pouDder  which  he  has  belonging  to  this  ve&seL  I 
supplied  him  with  all  I  could  spare. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 

lAeuUnant  Comataader. 
Commander  S.  E.  Woonwonrra, 

Senior  Officer,  beUne  Vkksburg. 


atpari  tf  liBthmm  Cowmowlir  B^m  WOim,  cmmimJmg  tit  Mmid  CUf. 

Unitkd  States  Gunboat  Uodmd  Crrr, 

Below  Vkkaburg,  June  20,  18C3. 
StB :  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders  of  this  date,  I  got  under  way  at  Wat- 
renton  at  5  a.  m.  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  all  deapatcfa  to  join  ia  tbe 
attack  on  the  hill  batteries. 

About  7  a.  m.  I  joined  the  Benton  at  the  month  of  the  canal.  We  wete 
obliged  to  lie  diere  some  time,  owing  to  the  intense  fog  which  hnng  ova 
the  hills,  and  it  was  not  till  7.36  that  we  were  enabled  to  throw  aabell  with 
any  certainty. 

I  continued  to  fire  as  the  batteries  came  in  sight,  till  10  a.  m.,  wbea  Ae 
signal  to  cease  firing  was  made. 

We  continued  up  the  river  about  half  a  mile  above  the  canal,  and  at  11 
o'clock  returned  down  to  oar  anchorage. 

Strange  to  say,  during  all  this  time  we  received  no  responsa 
We  expended'  (35)  thirty-five  Ift-eecond  9-inch  shells,  (6)  five  15-Mocod 
80-pounder  rifie  shells,  and  (4)  foar  percossiun  Dahlgren  shells. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 
lAevientaU  C 
CoDimander  Sblik  Woohworth. 

Senior  Navai  Officer  pretent. 
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S^ort  y  fUar-JJntinl  Farttr. 

.  FNiTEi)  States  Flao-S&ip  Black  Hawk, 
Miaaiaiiippi  Squadron,  near  Vwkuburg,  June  26,  I8S8. 

Sn  ;  I  was  in  faopet,  ere  thii,  to  have  announced  the  fall  of  Vickeburg, 
but  the  rebels  bold  out  peraiBtently,  and  will,  no  doubt,  do  bo  while  there  is 
a  thing  left  to  eat. 

Id  the  mean  time  they  are  hoping  for  relirffrranOeneralJohsaon.  A  vain 
hope;  for  even  if  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  better  of  General  Sherrnan, 
(one  of  the  beat  soldiers  in  our  army,)  hia  forces  would  be  so  cut  ap  that  he 
could  take  no  advantage  of  any  victory  that  be  might  gain.  General  Sher- 
man baa  only  to  fall  back  to  our  intreuchmenta  at  Vickabnrg,  and  he  could 
defy  twice  bis  own  force. 

The  rebels  have  been  making  every  eSort  to  bring  relief  to  Yicksbnrg 
through  Louisiana,  but  without  avail;  with  the  few  men  we  have  at  Yonng'a 
Point,  and  the  gnnboata,  we  keep  them  in  check,  and  a  few  days  since,  (as 
I  reported  to  you,)  the  marine  brigade,  General  Ellet,  with  General  Mower's 
tirigade,  chased  them  away  from  this  part  of  the  country. 

They  have  lined  the  river  bank,  and  are  annoying  the  transports  a  little, 
but  the  gunboata  are  ao  vigilant,  and  give  tl^em  so  little  rest,  that  they 
have  done  no  damage  worth  nientioning. 

I  have  lined  the  river  from  Cairo  to  Vicksbarg  with  a  good  force;  the 
upper  part  under  cammand  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelpa,  whom  I  have 
withdrawn,  with  thcwe  of  his  vessels  which  draw  too  much  water,  from  the 
TenneBHee.  He  has  the  Eastport,  which  he  saya  is  much  improved  in  every 
way,  and  ii  a  much  superior  vessel  to  what  she  was.  I  have  had  the  In- 
dianola's  leaks  stopped,  machinery  oleaned  off,  and  hope  to  float  her  ofi*  the 
first  nae  in  the  river.  I  am  having  the  Oinciuuati's  guns  removed,  and  Col- 
onel Wood,  {rf'the  army,  is  erectiag  a  battery  on  shore  with  them.  I  had 
now  ten  (10)  heavy  naval  guns  lauded  from  the  ganboats  in  the  rear  o{ 
Vickaburg,  some  of  them  manned  by  sailrars.  They  have  kept  up  a  heavy 
fire  for  some  days,  daing  great  execution. 

Tbeenemy  very  seldom  fire  now,  and  never  from  the  land  side. 

The  mortars  at  this  moment  are  tbrowingshells  into  the  enemy's  main  w^ 
ter  battery,  which  is  quite  silent  and  deserted.  Deserters  say  they  have  six 
days'  provisions,  and  will  not  yield  until  that  is  gone. 

General  McPberson  blew  up  the  main  fort  yesterday,  and  took  possession 
of  it ;  will  monnt  our  two  0-inch  guns  on  it  to-night,  and  some  80-ponnder 
Psrrotta.    This  fort  commands  all  Vicksbarg. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  health  of  the  squadron  is  not  good.  We  have 
many  sick  officers  and  men;  the  duty  has  been  inoessaot,  and  most  laborious 
working  in  a  very  hot  sun. 

i^till  the  officers  and  men  never  murmur,  and  stand  at  their  posts  until  they 
citQ  stand  no  lunger. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D  PORTER, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Gom'dg  Miattteippi  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBOK  Wellbb, 

Seavtary  ofQie  Nati^,  Wiuhinglon,  D.  G. 


Surrender  of  VklaAurg. 

Unitbd  States  Uississippi  Sqdadiion, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Vu:ksburg,  July  i,  1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Vickaburg  has  snrrendered  at 
laat  to  the  United  States  forces,  after  a  desperate  but  vain  resistance.    Thkt 
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she  has  not  done  so  nooner  baa  not  been  for  the  want  of  ability  on  the  pirt 
of  onr  military  commaDders,  but  from  the  magnitude  of  the  defences,  whicii 
were  intended  to  repulse  any  force  the  government  could  possibly  send  there. 

What  bearing  this  will  have  od  the  rebellion  remains  yet  to  be  seeo;  bnt 
the  ma^^nitude  of  the  anccess  mnst  go  far  towards  crnsh-ng  oat  this  revoln- 
tion,  BDd  establishing  once  more  the  commerce  of  the  btatea  bordering  oa 
this  river. 

History  has  seldom  had  an  opportunity  of  recording  so  desperate  a  defence 
on  one  aide,  with  so  mnch  courage,  ability,  perseverance,  and  endurance  on 
the  other;  and  if  ever  an  army  was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation,  it 
is  the  army  of  the  Tennessee  and  its  gallant  leaders. 

The  navy  has  necessarily  performed  a  leas  conspicnons  part  in  the  captnre 
of  Vickeburg  than  the  army;  still  it  has  been  employed  in  a  manner  bighl; 
creditable  to  all  concerned. 

The  gunboats  have  been  constantly  employed  below  Vicksbnrg  in  shelling 
the  works,  and  with  success,  co-operating  beartily  with  tbe  left  wing  of  the 
army. 

The  mortar  boats  have  been  at  work  for  forty-two  days,  without  int«>- 
mission,  throwing  abells  into  all  parts  of  the  city,  even  reaching  the  worti 
in  the  rear  of  Vicksbnrg  and  in  front  of  onr  troopa,  a  distance  <^  three  miks. 
Threeheavyguiis,  placed  on  Bcows — a  9-inch,  10-inch,  and  a  lOO-ponud  rifle- 
were  placed  in  position  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  commanded  all  ihe  import- 
ant water  batteries.  They  have  kept  np  an  accurate  and  incessant  fire  for 
fourteea  days,  doing  all  the  damage  that  could  be  done  by  g&na  nnder  such 
circumstances.  Five  S-inch,  two  9-inch,  two  42-ponnder  rifles,  and  f^ir 
S9-ponnder  shell  guns  have  been  landed,  at  the  request  of  the  different  gen- 
erals commanding  corps,  from  the  gunboats,  and  mounted  in  tbe  rear  nf 
Vickabnrg,  and  whenever  I  could  spare  the  officera  and  men  from  onr  amall 
complement,  they  were  sent  to  manage  the  gnna — with  what  abilify  I  leave 
to  the  general  commanding  the  forcea  to  aay. 

In  the  mean  time  I  stationed  the  amaller  class  of  gunboats  to  keep  tbe 
banks  of  the  MiaaiBsippi  clear  of  gnerilias,  who  were  assembling  in  force, 
and  with  a  large  number  of  cannon,  to  block  up  the  river  and  cut  off  tbe 
transports  bringing  down  supplies,  re-enforce  men  ta,  and  ammanition  for  tht; 
army.  Though  the  rebels,  on  several  occaaiona,  bnilt  batteries,  and  with  ■ 
large  force  attempted  to  sink  or  capture  the  tranapurta,  they  never  sncceeded, 
but  were  defeated  by  the  gnnboata  with  severe  loss  on  all  occas'oii^ 

Without  a  watchful  care  over  the  Mississippi  the  operations  of  ihe  annf 
would  have  been  much  interfered  with;  and  1  can  say  honeatly  that  office 
never  did  their  dnty  better  than  those  who  have  patrolled  the  river  from  Ciini 
to  Vickstiurg.  One  steamer  only  waa  badly  disabled  since  onr  operations 
commenced,  and  aix  or  aeven  men  killed  and  wounded.  While  tbe  srar 
have  had  a  tronbleaome  enemy  in  front  and  behind  them,  the  gnnboats,  m*- 
rine  brigade  under  General  Ellet,  and  a  small  force  of  troopa  under  Qeoprtls 
Dennia  and  Mower,  have  kept  at  bay  a  large  force  of  rebels,  over  13,000 
strong,  accompanied  by  a  large  quantity  of  artillery.  Though  offered  bittlr 
several  times  and  engaged,  they  invariably  fled,  and  satiafied  themselves  bj 
assaulting  half-disciplined  and  unarmed  blacks. 

The  capture  of  Vicksbnrg  leaves  ns  a  large  army  and  naval  force  free  to 
act  all  along  the  river,  and  I  hope  soon  to  add  to  my  department  tbe  maeti 
which  have  been  temporarily  lost  to  the  service,  viz :  the  Indtanola  and  Cia- 
ciunati. 

The  effect  of  this  blow  will  be  felt  far  np  tbe  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi: 
the  timid  and  doubtful  will  take  heart,  and  the  wicked  will,  I  hope,  oeaar  v 
trouble  us  for  fear  of  the  punishment  which  will  sooner  or  later  overtake  tbra. 

There  has  been  a  lai^  expenditure  of  ammDoition  dttriog  the  vfiee.   Tbe 
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mortars  have  fimd  1,000  mortar-Bhells,  and  the  gunboats  4,500;  4,500  hare 
been  6red  from  the  Daval  guiie  Od  shore,  and  we  have  BUpplied  over  6,000 
to  the  different  army  corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfuIlT,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-AdminU,  Com'dg  Missisaippi  Sqiu^ron. 
Hod.  Qidkon  Wbliss, 

Secretaty  of  (he  Sitoy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


XMaBtd  T^ort  V  Attmg  Star- Admiral  Farlar. 

United  I^ateb  Miaaisaipn  Squadron, 
FiagSkip  Black  Bawk,  off  VickAurg,  July  13,  186.1. 

Sn:  I  have  made  reports  to  the  department  of  the  different  actions  that 
have  occurred  on  this  river  since  the  investment  of  Vicksburg;  and  it  uov 
remains  for  me  to  give  credit  to  the  different  officers  who  have  participated 
in  the  events  transpiring  here. 

When  I  took  command  of  this  sqnadron  this  river  was  virtually  closed 
against  our  steamers  from  Helena  to  Vicksbarg.  It  was  only  necessary  to 
impress  the  officers  and  men  with  the  importance  of  opening  commnnication 
with  New  Orleans,  and  every  one,  with  few  exceptions,  have  embarked  in 
the  enterprise  with  a  zeal  that  is  highly  creditable  to  them,  and  with  a 
determination  that  the  river  should  be  opened  if  their  aid  could  effect  it. 

With  such  officers  and  the  able  general  who  commanded  the  army  [  have 
not  feared  for  the  result,  though  it  has  been  postponed  longer  than  1  thought 
it  would  be. 

First  and  foremost  allow  me  to  speak  of  Captain  Pennock,  fleet-captain, 
and  commandant  of  station  at  Cairo.  To  him  I  am  much  indebted  for  the 
promptness  with  which  he  has  kept  the  squadron  supplied  with  ail  that  was 
required  or  could  be  procured.  His  duty  has  been  no  sinecure,  and  be  has 
performed  it  with  an  ability  that  could  not  have  been  Burpaased  by  any 
officer  of  the  navy.  He  has  materially  assisted  me  in  the  management  of 
the  Tenuessee  and  Cumberland  squadrons,  keeping  me  promptly  informed 
of  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  enabling  me  to  make  the  proper 
dispositions  to  check  him,  exercising  a  most  discreet  judgment  in  moviug 
the  Teasels  to  meet  the  rebels  when  there  was  no  time  to  hear  from  me. 

The  war  on  the  banks  of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  has  been  carried 
on  moat  actively.  There  has  been  incessant  skirmishing  between  the  guer- 
illas and  gunboats,  in  which  the  rebels  have  been  defeated  in  every  instance. 
So  constant  are  these  attacks  that  we  cease  to  think  of  them  as  of  any  im- 
portance, though  there  has  been  much  gallantry  displayed  on  many  occasions. 

Lieutenant  Commanders  Phelps  and  Fitch  have  each  had  command  of  these 
rivers,  and  have  shown  themselves  to  be  moat  able  officers.  I  feel  no  appre- 
beneion  at  any  time  with  regard  to  the  movements  in  that  quarter.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  activity  and  energy  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Commander 
Fitch,  Captain  Pennock,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps,  General  Rose- 
crans  would  have  been  left  without  provisions. 

To  Captain  Waike,  Commander  Woodworth,  Lieutenant  Commanders 
Breese,  Greer,  Shirk,  Owen,  Wilson,  W^alker,  Bache,  Murphy.  Selfridge, 
Pritchett,  Ramsey,  and  .Acting  Volunteer  Lieuteniiut  Hoel,  1  feel  much  in- 
debted for  their  active  and  energetic  attention  to  all  my  orders,  and  their 
ready  co-operation  with  the  army  corps  commanders  at  all  times,  which 
enabled  them  to  carry  out  their  plans  aiiccessfully. 

The  Benton,  Lientenant  Commander  Gi-eer,  Mound  City,  Lieateuanl  Conk- 
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mander  Bttoii  Wilson,  Tascambia,  UeDtenutt  Gonimftnder  ^rk,  Ctroo- 
delet,  Acting"  Lieutenant  Murpliy,  and  the  Sterling  Prioe,  Cumrauder 
Woodwnrth,  have  been  almost  conetantly  under  fire  of  tbe  batteriet  at 
Vicksburg  since  the  fnrty-five  days'  siege  commenced. 

The  attack  of  the  22d  of  Ma?,  by  tbe  Benton,  Mound  City,  CarondeH 
and  TuBcumbia,  on  all  the  water  batteries,  in  which  three  were  silenced  and 
four  guns  injured  or  dismounted,  was  one  of  tbe  best  contested  engagement! 
of  the  kind  during  the  war. 

On  ^le  next  attack  of  the  same  gunboats,  when  General  Grant  opened  all 
hie  batteries  for  six  honrs,  the  river  batteries  were  all  deaerted,  and  tbe 
gunboats  moved  up  and  down  without  haviug  a  shot  fired  at  them,  sbowiDg 
the  moral  effect  the  first  attack  bad. 

The  attack  of  tbe  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Commander  Bache,  on  the  water 
battery,  will  long  be  ranked  among  the  most  gallant  events  of  tbe  war;  and, 
though  Lieutenant  Bache  had  the  misfortune  to  have  bis  vessel  sDnk  under 
him,  he  well  deserves  the  handsome  commendations  bestowed  apou  him  b; 
the  department. 

To  Lieutenant  Commander  Ramaey,  of  the  Choctaw,  was  assigned  tbe 
management  of  three  heavy  gnns  placed  on  scows  and  anchored  in  a  positiM 
to  command  the  town  and  water  batteries.  Every  gan  tbe  coemy  cmid 
bring  to  bear  on  these  boats  was  iired  incessantly  at  tbem,  but  witboat  oae 
moment's  cessation  of  fire  on  tbe  part  of  our  seameii,  thcngh  tbe  enemyi 
shot  and  shell  fell  like  hail  among  them.  Tbis  battery  completely  eD6laded 
the  batteries  and  rifle-pits  in  Iront  of  General  Sherman,  and  made  theo 
nu  tenable. 

Tbe  mortar  boat*  were  under  charge  of  Gunner  £ngene  Hack,  wbo  for 
thirty  days  stood  at  his  post,  the  fire  continuing  night  and  day.  He  po- 
formed  his  duty  well,  and  merits  approval.  Tbe  labor  was  eztTomely  haid, 
and  every  man  at  tbe  mortars  was  laid  up  with  sickness,  owing  to  excessive 
labor.  After  Mr.  Mack  was  taken  ill.  Ensign  Miller  took  charge  and  ooo- 
ducted  the  firing  with  marked  ability.  We  know  that  uotbing  condnctd 
more  to  tbe  end  of  the  siege  than  the  mortar  firing,  which  demtd-alixed  tiie 
rebels,  kilted  and  wounded  a  number  uf  peraoos,  killed  the  cattle,  destroyed 
property  of  all  kinds,  and  set  the  city  on  fire.  On  the  last  two  days  we  vere 
enabled  to  reach  the  outer  works  of  tbe  enemy  by  firing  heavy  charges  of 
twenty-six  pounds  of  powder;  tbe  distance  was  three  miles,  and  tbe  falhog 
of  shells  was  very  annoying  to  the  rebels;  to  use  the  words  ofa  rebel  officer, 
"our  shells  intruded  eveiywbere." 

Lieutenant  Commander  Btcese  has  been  very  efficient  m  relieving  meofi 
vast  amount  of  duty,  supc'rin tending  personally  all  the  requircnieDta  made 
on  the  navy,  and  facilitating  the  operations  of  the  army  in  every  way  that 
laid  in  his  power.  In  every  instanoe  where  it  was  at  all  possible  to  briog 
the  Black  Hawk  into  action  against  the  enemy's  batteries,  he  baa  not  bwi- 
4ated  to  do  so,  though  she  is  not  fortified  exsctly  for  stich  a  purpose.  Hii 
long-range  guns  have  done  most  excellent  service  at  different  times. 

I  beg  leave  to  menti<Hi  the  different  oommauders  of  tbe  li^t-drtagbti, 
who  bave  carried  out  my  orders  promptly,  aided  in  keeping  guerillas  fnM 
tbe  river,  convoyed  transports  safely,  and  kept  their  vessels  in  good  c«b- 
dition  for  service,  viz:  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  W.  Brown, 
commanding  Foreat  Rose;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  Dominey,  cow- 
manding  Signal;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutonant  J.  S.  Hnrd,  commaaditt 
Covington;  Ensign  Wm.  C.  Ea&dford,  commanding  Robh;  Acting  Master  J- 
C.  Buuner,  commanding  New  Era;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  V.  J(^ 
stone,  commanding  Romeo;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  f^ercf, 
commanding  Petrel;  Acting  Master  W.  E.  Fentress,  commanding  Rattler; 
Acting  Voluutoer  Lieutenant  T.  £.  &uith,  conunauding^LiDdeii;  Acting 
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Volunteer  LieutenaTit  G.  C.  Brennand,  oomniBQiSii^  Fntirio  Bird;  Acting 
ToluDteer  Lieuteaaot  J,  Qandy,  commaDdiog  Queen  Oity.  There  are  others 
who  deserve  commeDdatioD,  bnt  tfaeee  Beem  to  me  the  most  prominent 

The  action  of  the  4th  of  July,  at  Helena,  wherein  the  Tyler  participated 
BO  largely,  haa  already  bees  reported  to  the  department  There  is  no  doubt 
left  on  the  minds  of  any  but  that  the  Tyler  saved  Helena,  for,  though  Oen- 
eral  Prentiss  fongbt  with  a  skill  and  daring  not  exoelled  in  this  war,  hia 
littie  force  of  thirty-five  hundred  men  were  fast  being  overpowered  by  the 
niemy  with  eighteen  thousand  men,  when  the  Tyler  took  a  position  ^d 
changed  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  Acting  Yulnnteer  Lieutenants  Hamilton  and 
RicbardmHi,  of  the  powder  vesaels  Great  Western  and  Judge  Torience. 
They  were  nnremitting  fa  their  attention  to  their  duties  during  the  eieg^ 
aapplying  without  delay  every  requisition  made  on  them  by  army  and  navy, 
and  volunteering  for  any  service. 

When  the  army  called  on  the  navy  for  siege  gnna,  I  detailed  what  officers 
and  men  I  could  spare  to  man  and  work  the  batteries.  Lieutenant  Oom- 
mander  Selfridge  had  command  of  the  naval  battery  on  the  right  wing, 
General  Sliernian's  corps.  This  battery  was  worked  with  marked  ability, 
and  elicited  the  warmest  praises  from  the  commanding  general.  One  thou- 
sand shells  were  fired  into  the  enemy's  works  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
Selfridge's  gauB,  Hia  services  being  required  up  the  river,  I  relieved  him 
a  few  days  before  the  surrender,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Walker  sup- 
plied his  place  and  conducted  the  firing  with  the  same  ability. 

Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Dahjgren  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
UcPherson  for  daty,  and  was  assigned  the  management  of  two  nine-inch 
gans,  whit^h  were  admirably  served. 

Acting  Uaater  Seed,  of  the  Benton,  had  charge  of  the  batteries  at  Fort 
Benton — so  named  by  General  Hcrron.  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  Generd 
Herron  generously  acknowledged  the  services  of  those  I  sent  him,  which 
comoranicatiun  I  enclose  with  this  report. 

I  have  endeavored  to  do  justice  to  all  who  were  immediately  engaged  in 
the  straggle  for  the  mastery  of  the  Mississippi.  To  the  aimy  do  we  owe 
immediate  thanks  for  the  capture  of  Yicksburg ;  but  the  army  was  much 
facilitated  by  the  navy,  which  was  ready  at  all  times  to  co-operate.  This 
has  been  no  small  undertaking.  The  late  investment  and  capture  of  Yicks- 
burg  will  be  characterized  as  one  of  the  greatest  military  achievements  ever 
known.  The  conception  of  the  idea  originated  solely  with  General  Grant, 
who  adopted  a  course  in  which  great  labor  was  performed,  great  battles 
were  fought,  and  great  risks  were  run.  A  single  mistake  would  have  in- 
volved us  in  diffieultyj  but  so  well  were  «H  the  plans  matured,  so  well  were 
all  the  mavemeotfl  timed,  and  so  rapid  were  the  evolutions  performed,  that 
not  a  mistake  has  oooarred  from  the  passage  of  the  fleet  by  Viekaburg, 
and  the  passage  of  the  army  across  the  river,  up  to  the  present  time.  So 
confident  was  I  of  the  ability  of  General  Grant  to  carry  out  his  plans  when 
he  explained  them  to  me,  that  I  never  hesitated  to  change  my  position  from 
above  to  below  Vioksburg.  The  work  was  hard,  the  fitting  severe,  but 
the  blows  struck  were  constant. 

In  forty-iive  days  after  our  army  was  landed,  a  rebel  army  of  60,000  men 
bad  been  captured,  killed,  and  wounded,  or  aoattered  to  their  homes,  perfectly 
demoralized,  while  our  loss  has  been  only  abont  6,000  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners,  and  the  temporary  loss  of  one  gunboat 

The  fortifications  and  defences  of  the  City  exceed  anything  that  has  been 
built  in  modern  times,  and  are  doubly  unassailable  from  their  immense  height 
above  the  bed  of  the  river. 
The  fall  of  Yieksburg  insured  the  fall  of  Port  Hadson  and  the  opening  at 
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the  Mi?i>iii8ippi  river,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  can  he  traversed  from  ita  wnine 
to  its  mouth  without  appareut  impediment,  the  first  time  dnring  the  war. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  give  to  Mr.  Feudal  and  Hr.  Stranse,  as«ietant«  m 
the  Coast  Survey,  the  full  credit  they  deserve  for  their  indefatigable  indoBtry. 
Since  they  have  been  attached  to  the  squadron  they  have  been  connected  wHli 
almost  every  expedition  that  has  been  undertaken;  they  have  kept  both  annr 
and  navy  supplied  with  charts,  when  they  conld  not  otherwise  be  obtained; 
they  were  found  ready  at  all  times  to  go  anywhere  or  do  anything  re^^oiied  rf 
tbem,  whether  it  was  on  a  gunl>oat  expedition  or  in  the  trenches  before  Vi^s- 
burg,  engineering,  when  the  general  commanding  called  for  volunteers  from  the 
navy.  They  have  added  to  oar  collection  of  maps  many  geographical  correccioni 
which  are  valuable,  and  they  have  proved  to  me  that  no  Bquadron  can  operate 
effectively  without  a  good  corps  of  survevors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mitiittippi  Sqiiadm. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihinglmt. 


Letter  Jrom  Major  General  Herrom  to  Admiral  Porter. 

Hbadquabtbrs  Lbpt  Division  Inybstino  Forces, 

ViriubMrg,  Jtly  ■%  1863. 
Admiral;  While  congratulating  you  on  the  80cr.efis  of  ihe  anny  aod  navy 
in  reducing  the  Sebastopol  of  reheldom,  I  must  at  the  same  time  thank  yon  for 
the  aid  my  division  has  had  from  yourself  and  your  ships. 

The  guns  received  from  the  Benton,  under  charge  of  Actmg  Master  Reed,  a 
gallant  aud  efficient  officer,  have  formed  the  most  effective  battery  I  had,  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  officer  in  charge  has  well  sustained  the  reputation  of 
your  squadron.  For  the  efforts  you  have  made  to  co-operate  with  me  ia  ny 
position  OD  the  left  I  am  under  many  obligations. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HERRON, 

Major  General. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Miuittippi  Sfptadron. 


Letter /rom  Major  General  Hemm  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Greer. 

HBADQUABTBBa  LbFT  DiTISION  InTBSTINO  FoRCBS, 

Vicke&urg,  July  5,  1863. 

CAPTAtN:  Having  had  from  your  ship,  since  the  first  of  oor  siege  operations 
on  the  left  of  the  investing  line,  four  of  yonr  heavy  guns,  nnder  charge  of  Aet- 
ing  Master  J.  Frank  Reed,  I  most,  beforo  their  return  to  the  shin,  express  to 
you  my  thanks  for  the  good  service  they  have  rendered,  and  the  admirable  and 
officer-like  manner  in  which  they  were  handled  by  Acting  Master  Reed.  Hi« 
battery  (which  I  have  named,  after  your  ship,  battery  Benton)  has  been  oor 
main  support  in  advancing,  and  I  leara  has  been  a  terror  to  the  rebels  in  onr 
immediate  front. 

The  management  and  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Reed  and  bis  anbordiDitn. 
William  Mooro  and  W.  P.  Browucll,  canuot  be  too  highly  spoken  of,  and  I  eaa 
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wsore  yon  they  bare  nobly  BOBtained  the  repntatioQ  of  your  ship  and  tbe  Hi§- 
■iisippi  equadroii. 
Acting  Master  Reed  is  well  worthy  of  promotion. 

Congratulating  yon,  captain,  on  the  combined  sacceeroa  of  the  army  and  navy 
in  reducing  thia  Sebastopol  of  the  rebelst  I  remaiii,  very  tmly,  youi  s, 

F.  J.  HEURON, 

M^jttr  Oeiural. 
CapUin  J.  H.  Gbbbk, 

Commanding  BenUm, 


BtfOft  if  UMmMt  Omamtnitr  St^riigi.  cDMnodbv  "omI  bOtoy. 

Unitbd  States  Stbambb  Conbstooa, 

MUtiMtippi  River,  July  8,  1863. 
StR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  naral  batteryi 
consisting  of  two  8-tiich  colnmbiada,  whilst  nnder  my  command. 

Acting  under  yonr  orders  of  Jane  1st,  I  reported  to  General  Sherman,  who 
located  the  battery  nearly  on  the  extreme  right,  not  far  from  the  river.  After 
many  delays  I  succeeded  in  getting  one  gnn  in  position  the  night  of  June  4th. 
Fire  was  opened  from  it  the  next  morning,  and  the  next  night  the  other  was  got 
in  position.  Opposed  to  us  was  an  8-inch  eolumbiad,  six  hundred  yards  distant, 
and  A  32-pounder,  one  thousand  yards  distant. 

The  eolumbiad  was  disabled  by  our  fire  the  second  day,  and  no  further  nse 
made  of  itj  the  32-poiinder  was  also  effectually  silenced.  There  was  nothing 
left  at  which  to  direct  our  fire  but  rifle-pita.  Upon  these  I  kept  a  slow  and 
steady  fire  at  di£Ferent  intervals  during  the  day.  Operating  upon  earthworks,  it 
was  impoaeible  to  know  the  damage  inflicted.  Deserter*  report,  however,  that 
our  fire  was  so  accurate  as  to  cause  the  battery  to  be  greatly  feared,  and  that  it 
bad  done  them  ranch  harm.  On  June  25,  agreeably  to  yoor  orders,  I  tamed 
my  command  over  to  Captain  Walker. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  ray  officers 
and  men.  The  labor  imposed  upon  them  was  verr  arduous — working  their 
2UDB  under  a  hot  sun,  and  frequently  employed  h^f  the  night  repairing  the 
damage  inflicted  during  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  0.  SELF  RIDGE, 

hieutenmU  (Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admu-al  David  D.  Portbb, 

Commanding  Miuitiippi  Squadron. 


Ldkr'/nm  Ibjar  Otmr^  Shatmt  te  AJminl  Pvrlv. 

HSAIMtOARTERS  EXPEDITIONARY  ABMV, 

Black  Rieer,  Jt'y  4,  1863. 
Dbak  Admiral:  'So  event  in  my  life  could  have  given  me  more  personal 

fride  or  pleasure  than  to  have  met  you  to-day  on  the  wharf  at  Vickaburg — a 
'oorth  of  July  so  eloquent  in  events  as  to  need  do  words  or  stimulants  to  ele* 
Tate  its  importance. 

I  can  appredate  die  intense  satisfaction  yon  must  feel  at  lying  before  the  very 
monster  which  has  defied  ns  with  such  deep  and  malignant  hate,  and  seeing 
yoor  once  dianoited  fleet  again  a  unit,  and,  bett«r  still,  the  chain  that  made  wi 


542  ABUORSD   TXSSKLS. 

flnclosed  sea  of  R  liok  in  tk«  great  river  broken  fonmr.  In  bo  magnificeot  ■ 
reeolt  I  stop  not  to  count  who  did  it  It  ie  done,  and  the  daj  of  our  lurfion'i 
birth  ifl  conaecrsted  and  baptUed  anew  in  a  victory  won  br  the  anited  navj  and 
army  of  our  constry.  Gm  grant  that  the  barmonj  and  mutaal  reapect  thu 
exut  between  our  respective  commanders,  and  abarod  bj  all  the  tme  nits  of 
the  joint  service,  may  contiaue  forever,  and  serve  to  elevate  our  national  cbane- 
ter,  threatened  with  shipwreck.  Thus  I  mnae  as  I  sit  in  my  solitary  camp  ool 
in  the  wood,  far  from  the  point  for  which  we  have  jointly  strivea  so  long  wd  m 
well,  and,  though  personal  curiosity  would  tempt  ne  to  go  and  see  the  frownin; 
batteries  and  suuken  pits  that  have  defied  ns  so  long,  and  sent  to  their  silent 
graves  so  many  of  early  comradea  in  the  enterprise,  I  feel  that  other  tasks  lie 
before  me,  and  time  must  not  be  lost.  Withoat  casting  anchor,  and  despite  tbe 
heat)  and  the  dost,  and  tbe  drou^t,  I  must  again  into  tbe  bowels  of  the  land, 
to  make  tbe  conquest  of  Vicksbnrg  fulfil  all  the  conditions  it  sfaoald  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  war.  Whether  success  attend  my  efforts  or  not,  I  know  tliat 
Admiral  Porter  will  ever  accord  to  me  the  exhibition  of  a  pnre  and  onaelfifh 
leal  in  the  service  of  onr  country. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  Port  Hudson,  without  ftdBtiea  for  aappliea  or  inte- 
rior communication,  must  soon  follow  the  fate  of  Vicksbni^  and  leave  the  river 
free,  and  to  you  the  task  of  preventing  any  more  Vicksbuiga  or  Port  Hndaou 
on  tbe  bank  of  the  great  inland  aea. 

Though  further  apart,  the  navy  and  amy  will  stiS  act  in  coDceit,  aod  I  as- 
Eure  you  I  shall  never  reach  the  banks  of  Uie  river  or  see  a  gnnbnat  bnt  I  will 
think  of  Admiral  Porter,  Captain  Breese,  and  tbe  many  el^aut  and  acc^K- 

Jlisbed  gentlemen  it  baa  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  on  armed  or  naBrtD«d 
ecks  of  tbe  Missiaaippi  aonadron.  Oongratnlating  yoa  and  tbe  officers  and 
men  of  your  command  at  uie  great  result  in  which  yon  have  borne  eo  ecmtpic- 
nooB  a  part, 

I  remun,  as  ever,  your  friend  and  servwit, 

W.  T.  SHERUAN. 

Major  Gemtral. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portkk, 

ComwtaiuUng  FHett. 


Omfrahdatoiy  UUr  Is  fiw- JAnmI  Pofftr  oi  tlU  .wri'wifc  tf  rnUWff 

Navy  Depabtmbnt,  Jmiy  13,  1863. 
8lB ;  Tour  despatch  of  tbe  4tb  instant,  announcing  the  aonender  of  Viek»- 
bnrg  OD  tbe  anniversary  of  the  great  historic  day  in  our  national  annals,  haf 
been  received.  The  &1I  of  that  place  inaurea  a  severance  of  the  rebel  territory. 
and  must  give  to  the  country  the  speedy  uninterrupted  navigation  of  tbe  rivN* 
which  water  and  liimiab  the  ocean  outlet  to  tbe  great  central  valley  of  tbe 
Union.  For  the  paat  year  tbe  key  to  the  Stissiflsippi  baa  been  Vicksbn^,  and 
so  satisfied  of  this  was  the  rebel  chief  who  pioneered  tbe  rebellion  and  first  gare 
tbe  order  to  open  the  firea  of  civil  strife,  that  he  staked  his  canee  apon  its  reten- 
tion. By  the  herculean  efforts  of  the  army  nnder  the  admirable  leaderabip  <^ 
General  Grant,  and  the  persistent  and  powerful  co-operation  of  tbe  navy,  eon- 
manded  by  yourself,  this  great  result  under  tbe  providence  of  Almigfa^  God 
has  been  achieved.  A  slave  empire,  divided  by  this  river  into  equal  paita.  whk 
liberty  in  possession  of  its  banks,  and  freedom  vpon  its  waters,  cannot  exin 
The  work  of  rescuing  and  setting  free  this  noble  artery,  whose  unrestricted  vital 
«mrrent  is  essential  to  our  nationality,  commenced  with  such  ability  by  tbr 
veteran  Farragut  and  tbe  lamented  fVwte,  and  continued  by  Davis,  is  near  its 
Goosummatioa.    Ton  have  only  to  ^^>ceed  onward  Mid  meet  that  veteran  chief 
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whole  fint  aet  was  to  da«b  throngh  the  gates  by  vbich  the  rebels  asBTnned  to 
bar  the  entnuice  to  the  Hiseiuippi,  whose  free  commuaicstion  to  aod  above  New 
Orleans  he  has  ever  since  proudly  maiutaioed. 

When  the  sqaadronB  of  the  apper  and  lower  Hississippi  shall  combine,  and 
the  noble  river  De  again  free  to  a  united  peoplet  the  nation  will  feel  its  integrity 
restored  and  the  names  of  the  heroic  champions  who  signalized  themselves  in 
this  invaluable  serrjce  will  be  cherished  and  honored.  Present  and  future  mil- 
lions on  the  shores  of  those  magnificent  riverB  which  patriotism  and  valor  shall 
hsve  emancipated,  will  remember  with  unceasing  gratitude  the  naval  heroes  who 
M  well  performed  their  part  in  these  eventfol  times. 

To  yourself,  your  officers,  and  the  brave  and  gallant  aoilorB,  who  bave  been 
so  fertile  in  resources,  so  persistent  and  enduring  through  many  months  of  trial 
and  hardship,  and  so  daring  under  all  circumstances,  I  tender,  in  the  name  of  the 
President,  toe  Uianks  and  eaogratalationB  of  the  whole  country  on  the  fidl  of 
Vicksbni^g. 

Very  raapectfully,  tcc^ 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

Secrttary  qfiM  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  Datid  D.  Fobtkr, 

Comimamding  MittMppi  Squadron,  Vick^rg,  Min. 


Engagtment  at  MtHikat'i  Bend. 

Misaisaippi  SQtADRON, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Vickthitrg,  Jvnt  9,  1963. 
Sib  ;  I  bave  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  on  the  7th  instant,  owing  to  a  report 
that  the  rebels  (in  force  about  4,000)  were  threatening  Uilliken's  Bend,  where 
a  quantity  of  army  stores  were  kept,  (guarded  by  the  two  black  regiments  and 
part  of  the  39th  Iowa,)  I  despatched  the  gunboats  Choctaw  and  Lexington  to 
that  place  to  protect  them. 

Oar  troope  had  thrown  up  some  extra  intrenchments  near  the  levee,  and  pre- 
pared to  receive  the  rebels,  with  some  doubts  as  to  the  issue.  The  enemy  made 
his  attack  before  daylight,  and  many  of  pnr  men  had  not  arrived  at  that  point. 
The  blacks,  however,  met  tbe  onset  manfully,  and  •  company  of  the  Iowa 
regiment  stood  at  their  posts  until  they  were  slaughtered  to  a  man,  killing  an 
equal  number  of  rebels.  The  fight  was  desperate,  and  our  men,  overpowered, 
had  to  retreat  behind  the  bank,  near  the  water's  edge,  followed  closely  by  the 
rebels.  Then  the  gunboats  opened  on  tbe  rebels  with  shell,  grape  and  canister, 
and  they  fled  in  wild  confusion,  not  knowing  tbe  gouboats  were  there,  or  ex- 
pecting such  a  reception. 

They  retreated  rapidly  to  the  woods  and  soon  disappeared.  Eighty  dead 
rebels  weie  left  on  the  ground,  and  our  trenches  were  packed  with  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  blacks,  who  stood  at  their  posts  like  men.  When  last  heard  from 
the  enemy  was  bound  in  the  direedon  of  Lake  FroTidenee.  I  despatched  goD* 
boats  to  meet  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reepectfUly, 

havid  d.  porter, 

Arting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dr  Mitmippi  Squadron, 
Eon.  Gideon  Wkllbb, 

Secrttary  qf  the  Navy. 


Dig-izedtyGOO^k- 
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RtfOTt  tf  Lkidtntnl  CommanJer  F.  M.  lUmtaf,  tvnmaniing  lb  CkMrnm. 
ITmtbd  States  Mussissippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Tickshurg,  June  11,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  bef  leave  to  endoiie  you  the  report  of  Lit^ntenant  Commander  Frank 
H.  RanixHy,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Choctaw,  in  relation  to  the 
part  taken  by  the  gnnboata  in  the  action  at  Hilliken's  Bend  on  the  7th  instant 
Very  reepectrolly,  your  obedieot  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-  Admiral,  Com^dg  Mutittip^  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiOBoN  Wrllb», 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  Wa*kingtim,  D.  C. 

Umtbd  Status  Stbambr  Choctaw, 

Near  Vicktburg,  June  10,  1863. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  yoar  order,  T  proceeded  to  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  6th 
instant.  At  3.15  a.  m.  on  the  Tth  an  army  officer  hailed  the  vessel  and  stated 
that  our  pickets  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy.  At  3.35,  seeing  sharp  firing 
cloMC  into  the  camp  of  our  ti'oops,  I  opened  fire  with  the  100-poundcr  rifle  ana 
9-incb  gUD.  Onr  troops,  with  the  exception  of  the  23d  Iowa,  broke  immediately 
and  got  under  tlie  bantc  of  the  river. 

It  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  the  enemy  on  account  of  the  high  bank,  and 
T  could  Icam  their  position  only  hy  huling  our  troops.  About  8.30  the  enemy 
commenced  to  rett«at.  At  9  the  Lexington  came  up  and  threw  a  few  sbel^ 
into  the  woods. 

Had  not  a  gunboat  been  present  the  enemy  would  have  captured  everything. 
]  fired  forty-six  percussion  shells,  (captured  from  the  enemy  at  Haines's  Bluff.) 
seventeen  sbrapncll,  and  five  !>"  shelle  from  the  lOO-pounder  ritle,  and  thirty- 
four  5"  shells  from  the  9-incb  gun. 

The  percussion  shells  captured  at  Haines's  Bluff  are  superior  to  all  the  shells 
that  have  been  fumiehed  this  vessel  for  the  100-pounder. 

They  are  eleven  and  a  quarter  inches  in  length  and  weigh  sixty  pounds. 
Not  one  of  them  turned  over,  and  only  one  or  two  failed  to  explode.  Every  one 
of  our  .V  shells  commenced  turning  over  as  soon  as  it  left  the  gnn.  The  shells 
from  the  9-inch  gun  exploded  at  the  proper  time.  I  sent  boats  and  brought  oD 
board  twenty  wounded  officers  and  men,  who  received  every  care  and  attention 
from  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  £.  P.  Robbins.  Two  of  the  officers  died.  The 
others  were  transferred  to  army  transports  to  be  carried  to  hospitals. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY. 

Lieuttnant  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admital  David  D.  Poster, 

Commanding  Mittittippi  Squadron. 


Movement*  of  the  gunboat  Jleet  on  tie  Tatnettee  fiver. 

Umtbd  States  Hississipfi  SttuADsoN, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hatok,  June  14,  1S63. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  of  Captain  S.  L.  Fbelpa,  reportug 
the  late  movements  of  the  gunboat  fleet  on  the  Tennessee  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mififippi  Squadrv*. 
Hon.  OiDEoN  Welles,  (  '  a,^  J  ^ 

Secretary  of  tie  Navy.  *^i^K)>^H. 
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R^ort  </ Lieulmant  Ommand/T  S.  I..  I'htlpi, 

Umitrd  States  Gi'niioat  Oovl^uTO^■, 

Fort  Henri;.  June  3.  1863. 

Sir  ;  Beginning  vith  the  date  nf  the  liiat  report  I  hitd  tlie  houor  to  forward, 
I  liave  now  to  inform  you  tliftt  tlit  threi.'  giinboati*  lefl  to  co-oporate  in  n  move- 
mpnt  ncroBB  the  Tennpsseo  at  Haniburp  pffected  that  piirponr.  f)n  the  '24th 
the  Covington,  at  Savannnh,  crosned  and  covered  a  email  fnrce,  wliicli  proceeded 
n  few  milett  back  and  dentroyed  a  cotton  and  woolen  factory  and  a  mill  need 
by  the  rebels. 

On  ihR  evening  of  the  26th  fifteen  hundred  cavalry,  with  fonr  howitzers, 
under  Colonel  Corayn.  lOlh  Missouri  cavalry,  arrived  at  Hamburg  from  Corinth, 
and  (lie  gimboata  safely  crossed  the  force  over  the  river. 

Colonel  Comyn  made  a  forced  march  to  Florence,  Alabama,  which  place  he 
captured  after  a  sharp  tight.  He  destroyed  an  immense  amount  of  property  of 
various  kinds  belonging  to  the  enemy  and  in  use  by  him,  among  which  wore 
tlirr:e  large  cotton  mills,  iind  also  large  deposits  of  corn.  The  colonel  etitimates 
the  vnloe  of  the  property  destroyed  at  $:>.000,000.  He  returned  to  Hamburg 
Oil  thi-  30th,  with  sixty  prisoners  of  war. 

Me^while  one  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  had  landed  at  Savannah,  under 
cover  of  the  guns  of  the  Covington,  intended  to  operate  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  keen  open  communication  lie t ween  Colonel  Coniyn  and  the  gunboats. 

The  Fanny  Barker  and  Robb  covered  the  landing  opposite  Hamburg,  The 
force  at  Savannah  had  captured  some  stock  and  brought  it  in,  but  on  the  30th. 
vliile  returning  A-om  au  c:cpcdUiou  with  considerable  stock,  the  commander 
fiinnd  himself  pressed  by  a  rebel  force,  and  was  obliged  to  abandon  hia  stock, 
and  he  barely  succeeded  in  getting  into  Savannah,  where  I  found  him  on  the 
river  bank  protected  by  the  Covington.  Colonel  Biffle.  the  rebel  commander, 
bad  invested  the  town,  demanding  a  surrender  of  our  forc<'H,  and  giving  an  hour 
for  the  removal  of  women  and  children  if  this  demand  was  not  complied  with. 

He  received  for  answer,  from  both  our  commanding  officers,  a  short  and  more 
espressive  than  civil  reply,  "  to  come  and  take  them."  Not  wishing  to  inter- 
fere with  Colonel  Biffie's  projects  for  getting  his  command  badly  cut  up,  it 
turned  out  as  I  expected,  mere  gasconade.  I  went  on  to  Hamburg,  where 
Colonel  Cornyn  had  arrived,  and  I  crossed  his  command  over  that  night,  with 
some  one  thousand  additional  animals  captured. 

It  appears  the  enemy  had  pushed  considerable  force  from  Spring  Hill  and 
Columbia,  General  Bragg's  left  wing,  towards  Hamburg,  in  the  hope  of  cutting 
off  Colonel  Comyn's  force,  but  had  come  up  too  late. 

There  was  brisk  skirmishing  during  the  time  we  were  crossing  our  people. 
In  I  he  morning  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  the  woods  near  where  the  crossing 
was  effected,  and  we  chelled  him  out. 

Numerous  Union  families  from  Harden  county,  Tcnnei'see.  became  alarmed  at 
the  rebel  threats  of  vengeance,  and  begged  me  to  bring  them  down  the  river,  and  I 
have  done  so,  having  a  large  load  of  household  effects  they  have  been  able  to  save. 

Descending  the  river  to  as  far  as  Perrj-ville  on  the  2l8t,  I  there  crossed  a 
nniall  force  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Breckeuridge,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  quantity  of  leather  at  different  tanneries.  The  rebels  are  seizing  it  wherever 
found,  to  carry  off  for  army  purposes.  Eight  hundred  of  them  are  reported  en- 
camped twenty  miles  distant,  with  the  object  of  covering  their  part  of  this 
lea tluir- seizing  operation.  I  have  on  Ixiard  a  considerable  quantity  of  hides,  to 
be  turned  over  at  Paducab. 

1  am,  respectfiiliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS,  Lieutmant  Commander. 


5iG  ABUORED  VESSELS. 

I  bare  ommitted  to  mention,  there  seemed  to  be  reliable  evidence  that  Uige  de- 
tachments from  Bragg's  army  are  moving  in  a  southerly  direction.  I  ordeird 
Lieutenant  Goud;  to  look  oiier  one  of  these,  said  to  be  10,000  elrong,  but  proba- 
bly much  less,  moving  towards  Clifton,  on  this  river. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Bragg's  artoy  has  been  drawn  on  for  re-enforce- 
ments for  Vicksburg.  Not  one  word  in  regard  to  General  Boscerane  or  bi« 
movements  ever  reaches  this  command.  I  left  three  gunboats  with  LieuteoMil 
Goudy,  the  senior  officer,  to  operate  till  my  return,  with  coal  and  supplies. 

8.  L.  PHELPS. 


Efigasemenl  at  Richmond,  Louitiana,  between  the  maritte  hrigade,  Gaural 
EUet.  and  the  rehtU. 

Unitbd  States  Uississippi  Soradron, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  near  Vicktlmrg,  June  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  hearing  the  enemy  had  collecied 
a  force  of  12,000  men  at  Richmond,  in  Louisiana,  nine  miles  from  Milliken'^ 
Bend,  I  sent  General  Ellet  to  General  Mowry,  at  Young's  Point,  to  act  in  con- 
junction to  break  ihem  up.  " 

General  Mowry  promptly  acceded  to  the  request,  and  with  about  twelve  hun- 
dred men,  in  company  with  the  marine  brigade.  Brigadier  General  A.  W,  Elki. 
commanding,  proceeded  to  Richmond,  where  they  completely  routed  the  advance 
guard  of  the  rebels,  consisting  of  four  thousand  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillcTT, 
captured  a  lot  of  stores,  and  the  town  was  completely  deetmyed  in  the  melei-. 

This  duty  was  handsomely  performed  hy  the  different  parties  concerned  in  ii. 
I  enclose  Brigadier  General  Ellet's  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittittippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihinglm.  D.  C. 


HtpoTt  of  BrigaditT  Geniral  A.  W.  Elltl. 

Hbadouartbiis  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat,  above  Viektbnrg,  June  17,  186a 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
consent,  I  landed  my  forces  at  Milliken'e  Bend  on  the  morning  of  the  l>^ih 
instant,  und  proceeiled  toward  Richmond,  Louisiana. 

At  the  forks  of  the  rood,  within  three  miles  of  Richmond,  I  met  Genenl 
Mowry's  command,  and  we  proceeded  fonvard  together,  my  forces  being  in  the 
advance.  We  met  the  enemy  about  a  mile  from  town,  who  opened  upou  iinr 
advance  line  of  skirmishers  from  behind  hedges  and  trees  and  gullies,  but  ihcv 
fled  before  our  advance  and  took  shelter  behind  the  levee  on  the  opposite  sidi- 
of  the  bayou,  near  the  town. 

The  position  was  a  good  one,  and  very  defensible.  I  deemed  it  impradeal 
to  advance  onr  line  across  the  open  field  without  anv  cover  for  my  men  againi 
an  enemy  superior  in  number  and  well  intrenched.  I  therefore  orden>a  iIh' 
artillery  to  the  front  and  opened  upon  their  position,  and  after  a  vigorous  cjui- 
nonade  of  near  an  hour,  with  all  our  guns,  advanced  our  infantry  through  ibr 
woods  on  the  right,  with  the  intention  of  turning  the  enemy's  left  wing.  TbeV 
returned  the  fire  of  our  artillery  very  vigorously  for  a  time.     Soon  it  slaeltened. 
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and  finally  ceased  altngether.  When  I  arrived  at  the  left  of  their  poBitton  I 
foond  it  abandoned  and  the  enemy  fled.  He  had  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the 
bayon  to  prevent  our  following.  We  found  three  of  (be  enemy  dead  upon  the 
field,  two  mortally  wounded,  and  captured  eleven  priaoners  and  about  sixty 
stand  of  a  mall -arms. 

The  enemy  waa  commanded  by  Major  General  Walker,  was  a  part  of  Kirby 
Smith's  command,  and  consisted  of  two  biigades,  containing  seven  regiments, 
four  thousand  strong,  with  sis  pieces  of  Hrtillery. 

They  retreated  towards  Delhi,  where  Grencral  McCnlloch  is  said  to  be  posted 
with  a  command  about  eqnal  in  strength  to  tlie  one  we  encountered. 

This  was  the  same  force  that  attacked  the  negro  regiment  at  Uilliken's  Bend, 
a  week  before,  and  was  repulsed. 

Onr  entire  loss  was  three  men  wounded— one,  only,  dangerously. 

General  Mowry'a  command  participated  thronghout  the  fight  most  vigorously, 
and  I  feel  indebt«d  to  the  general  for  his  prompt  co-operation  and  advice,  and 
hie  skilfiil  maoBer  of  handling  his  forced.     1  returned  the  same  day  to  my 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  General,  Com'dg  Miuierippi  Marine  Brigade. 
Admiral  D.  D.  PoRTBB, 

Commanding  ilitti**ipj>i  Sguadron. 


Movement*  of  the  marine  brigade  Jrom  April  5  to  May  29,  1863. 

United  States  Mississippi  Suuadrcn, 
Fhg-Skip  Black  Hatok.  near  Vickiburg,  June  18,  1863 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Brigadier  General  A.  W.  Ell et's  report  of 
the  movements  of  the  marine  brigade  ftom  April  5  to  May  29,  inclusive. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miuittippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WafhiTigCtm,  D.  C. 


Report  af  Brigaditr  Otntrat  ElUt. 

Hbauuuarters  Mlssissippi  Marine  Brigade, 

Flag- Ship  Autocrat. 

Ad.wibal;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeable  to  your  order  received 
lit  <Treenv!lle,  Mississippi,  on  the  6th  of  April,  I  immediately  got  under  way 
anil  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  TennesBce  The  difficulty  of 
obtAioing  coal  caused  me  several  days'  detention  at  Cairo,  Illinois.  I  left  Cairo 
the  morning  of  the  14th  ;  reached  Fort  Henry  on  the  following  day.  There  I 
met  Colonel  Straight  and  his  command,  which,  after  one  day's  delay,  was  ready 
to  accompany  me.  I  found  at  Waverly  landing  a  gunboat  waiting  for  us, 
which  continued  to  accompany  us  until  we  arrived  at  Eastport,  without  any 
F-nemy  being  visible. 

I?''rotii  Eastport  opened  a  communication  with  General  Dodge,  who  requested 
[    should  drop  my  fleet  down  to  Savannah,  and  make  a  demonstration  fiiQ^> 
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that  place,  to  uttract  the  enemy's  atleiitioii  wliile  he  advanced  again^i  Tu.-tuni' 
bia.  At  y.iTaniiah  I  disembaHied  my  cavalry  under  tlie  command  of  Maji^r 
Hubbard,  witli  orders  to  proci'etl  eastward  tn  Cravtn'it  mill,  a  point  eigho-i-n 
milea  from  Savainiafa,  wlu're  the  rebel  Colonel  Cox,  with  his  repiiiK-nt,  nmdf 
their  head(iunrt('r!>,  and  to  bum  the  mill  and  r<tore«,  &e.,  at  that  point.  Tb'- 
marcli  was  effected  in  the  night — the  orders  expcuted  to  the  letter. 

A  large  amount  of  flour,  meal,  and  bacon  was  destroyed,  several  uf  Col<>n<-l 
Cox'h  picketij  cnjilured,  and  the  major  returned  without  any  loss. 

From  f^avannah  to  Glifion  we  burned  several  mills  and  a  large  amonut  •<) 
lumber.  I  stopped  repeatedly  and  pushed  my  command  back  in  the  intt-riiit 
irom  various  points.  Finally,  the  water  becoming  so  low  as  to  create  appn-- 
faensions  for  the  safety  of  my  boats,  I  determined  to  drop  below  Duck  Itivn- 
bIiohIs  for  their  aecurity. 

On  tlie  muniing  of  the  S6th  of  April,  some  three  miles  below  the  mouib  "I 
Duck  river,  we  were  attacked  by  a  regiment  of  Colonel  Woodward's  commdui, 
BcvoQ  hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  Tht  attack  waa  very  fier(T, 
but  lasted  only  a  few  moments.  The  ciiemy  had  evidently  mistaken  uii  ffr 
unarmed  boats,  and  were  unpn^pared  for  the  resiBtancc  they  met  with.  Wi 
repulsed  them  with  severe  lose.  Wc  cfTccted  a  landing  as  quickly  as  po^sille. 
(the  nature  of  the  banks  causing  considerable  detention,)  and  pursued  ihi-ir 
retreat  soma  twelve  miles.  WC  found  thi;  commanding  oflicer,  Major  Whin, 
of  the  6th  Texan  rangcii',  lying  mortally  wonnded  in  a  house  four  mile*  fr-m 
the  battle-ground,  left  by  bis  men  in  tlicir  precipitate  retreat.  The  eneniv 
abandoned  their  dead,  eight  in  number,  and  wc  buried  them.  Their  wound'-'i 
they  succeeded  in  carrying  off  with  them,  owing  to  the  necessary  delay  occi- 
flioned  in  landing  my  troops,  from  the  iiufavorable  condition  uf  the  river  baiik^ 
and  the  uarrowneps  of  the  river  at  the  spot. 

Our  loss  was  twn  killed  and  several  wounded — only  one  seriously.  W. 
remained  until  the  nest  day  at  this  place,  then  proeeeilcd  to  Fort  Henry.  W'- 
remained  at  Fort  Henry  three  days  lor  tin;  purpose  of  mustering  the  common:. 
and  to  coal  the  lioais,  and  then  proceed(;d  again  np  the  river.  We  found  ili^ 
water  toll  low  to  ascend  above  Reynolds  burg,  and  were  obligi'd  to  return. 

On  the  7th  of  May  we  left  the  river.  We  destroyed  a  great  many  flats  *!.•• 
ferry-boats,  atid  brought  out  a  great  many  Union  refugees,  flying  from  iln 
effects  of  the  rebellion. 

1  arrived  at  Cairo  on  the  8th  of  AIhv,  and  initucdiatcly  proceeded  to  ivpair 
the  damage  my  boats  had  sustained  in  the  tortuons  navigation  of  the  Tcnne»4i 
river. 

Being  unable  to  obtain  any  instruetione  Irom  you,  I  telegraphed  lo  the  >!•- 
parlment  nt  Washington,  and  was  ordered  to  proceed  down  the  Mis^i^^lpi'i 
river,  as  the  Ti-nneissee  was  too  low  for  my  bonte  to  act  longer  there. 

On  the  16th  of  May  I  left  Cairo,  utopping  frequently  to  exercise  my  h.irf- 
and  drill  my  men.  On  the  Sad  of  May  I  left  Memphis.  AImdI  thirty -fiit 
mih-s  above  Helena  my  commissary  and  quartennaster  Doat  was  fired  into  fr>>:i. 
the  Missi.-isippi  side,  about  six  miles  nUivc  Austin.  She  was  at  the  time  si'ilt 
distance  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet.  I  received  the  report  late  at  night,  af^er  iL* 
fleet  had  come  to  anchor,  and  made  immediate  arrangements  to  relnm  in  il.- 
morning  and  punish  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage.  I  landed  at  Austin  btl'.'r 
sunrise ;  could  learn  nothing  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  existence  of  any  m<-iLT 
near  thete.  I  discovered  the  wreck  of  a  small  trading  boat  that  had  nreai'} 
been  burned,  and  finally  learned  from  an  old  negro  that  some  rebels  had  jc~i 
left  the  place  upon  our  approach;  that  ihey  had  burned  the  boat  the  u-t' 
befoie,  captured  the  crew,  and  carried  ofl'the  freight  in  wagons, 

1  immediately  nrderi.'d  the  cavalry  in  pursuit,  the  infantry  to  follow  as  rapi:iT 
as  possible.  Major  Hubbard  came  upon  the  enemy  about  eight  miles  out.  ix-i: 
one  thousand  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.     He  was  surrounded,  and  t.- 
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retreat  cut  off.  bat  he  was  able  to  find  a  position  where,  b;  dismounting  his 
meu,  he  repelled  the  enemy's  repeated  charges  upon  his  little  band  of  lii^i^  than 
two  hundred  men,  and  maintained  hia  position  nntil  relieved  by  the  arrival  oi 
the  infantry.  Our  loss  was  two  killed  and  nineteen  wounded,  mostly  very 
elight  woands.  We  found  five  of  the  enemy  dead  on  tho  field,  obtained  twenty- 
two  stand  of  arms,  c^tured  one  wagon  and  team,  and  three  prieoiierd,  besides 
several  horses  and  mules. 

I  burned  the  town  of  Austin.  By  searching  the  houseii  we  fouud  that  a 
lively  trade  of  amuggling  goods  was  carried  on  at  this  place.  Wliiekey.  salt, 
molasses,  fish,  dry-goods,  and  medicines,  in  large  quantities  and  unbroken  pack- 
agi-ii,  were  discovered,  As  the  tire  progressed  the  discharge  of  fire-arms  from 
tlie  houses  was  constant  and  rapid,  notwithstanding  we  had  searched  them  all. 
Two  heavy  explosions  of  powder  also  occurred,  AV'e  returned  to  Hek-iia  the 
siime  evening.  On  the  following  day  I  received  a  request  from  General  Prentiss 
that  I  should  remain  with  my  command  before  Helena,  as  the  place  was  threat- 
ened with  an  attack,  until  he  could  find  something  of  the  enemy's  purpose. 

On  the  2Gih  of  May  we  left  Helena,  and,  hearing  of  no  euemy,  proceeded 
slowly  down  the  river,  and  arrived  above  Vicksburg  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
of  May. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  uervant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


United  States  Gu.nboat  Rubb, 
Fort  Hindman,  Kentucky,  June  S4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  Bend  yon  a  report  of  the  action  that  took  place,  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  instant,  at  Oerro  Gorda,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  one  of  my  men,  and  two 
.severely  wounded. 

Oq  the  afTemoon  of  liie  IStli  I  suggested  to  Captain  Hnrd  the  possibility  of 
catching  some  of  Colonel  Biffle's  men,  if  I  placed  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery 
at  Cerro  Gorda,  opposite  to  where  they  came  and  fired  across  the  Aer  during 
the  departure  of  gunboats  from  that  place.     It  met  Captain  Hnrd's  approval. 

In  tne  evening  I  got  a  hor?e  and  rode  down  to  Cerro  Gorda,  in  order  to  pick 
out  a  good  situation  for  the  battery.  Having  found  one  to  suit  me,  I  returned 
and  got  my  guns  mounted  on  field  carriages,  and  at  10  p.  m.  started  down  and 
had  everything  fixed  ready,  taking  particular  care  to  double  picket  all  the  roads 
to  gnard  against  surprise.  I  sent  to  man  the  battery  sixteen  of  my  best  men. 
It  was  my  instruction  in  the  moniing  to  ran  down  to  Saltillo,  five  miles,  in 
order  to  giro  the  "rebs"  a  good  chance  to  come  in. 

<.)n  the  morning  of  the  19th,  about  4,30,  I  heard  my  guns  firing.  The  Silver 
Cloud  and  myself  started  down,  where  we  fonnd  that  Biffie  had  made  n  charge 
on  tlio  batt«ry  with  four  hundred  men;  but  my  men  were  prepared  for  them, 
and  opened  their  ranks  well.  I  have  learned  since  (but  it  is  only  a  picked-up 
report)  that  Biffle  lost  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  I  believe  their  toss  was  about 
tfaflt.  as  they  charged  four  abreast,  (dismounted,)  and  came  to  within  twenty 
yanlfl  of  the  cannon's  month,  while  canister  was  being  fired  into  ihcm  like  rain. 
I  lost,  killed.  Crawford  J,  Hill,  fireman,  and  buried  him  at  Craven's  landing; 
MadiBOn  M.  Hill,  quarter  guimer,  and  John  N,  Matthews,  quartermaster, 
Bovcrely  wounded.     These  I  hare  sent  to  Smith's  and  to  their  homes. 
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Too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  men  who  manned  the  Uatteiy. 
They  did  their  duty  faithrully. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rcBueccfiUiy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  HANFORD. 

Commanding  Rohb. 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobtbr, 

Commanding  Mitiitiijipi  Squadron. 

BeHpectfully  forwarded.     Mr.  Uanford  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  tnoat  failh- 
fiil  officer  on  all  occasions. 

DAVID  D.  POBTEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


Attack  on  hlack  troopt  at  Goodrich'*  Landing,  l(c. 

United  States  Mississippi  Sul'adbon, 

Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  July  2,  IH63.     , 

Sir:  On  the  29lh  of  June  I  received  a  communication  from  General  Dennit, 
commanding  the  poitt  at  Young's  I'oint,  informing  me  tliitt  our  black  troops  al 
Goodrich's  landing  had  bi.'en  attacked,  and  the  rebels  were  getting  the  Dppri 
hand  of  them.  I  had  already  despatched  a  gunboat  to  that  point,  but  aent  off 
anolhcr  withont  delay.  I  also  directed  General  Ellet  to  proceed  with  the  marine 
brigade  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  remain  there  until  everything  was  quiet. 

The  headmoet  veSBcl  of  the  brigade  (John  Rains's)  arrived  there  as  the  rebeU 
were  setting  fiie  to  the  so-called  government  plantation,  and,  supposing  her  to 
be  an  ordinary  transport,  they  opened  fire  on  her  with  field-pieces,  but  were 
much  surprised  to  have  the  fire  returned  with  ahrapnell,  which  fell  in  among 
them,  killing  and  wounding  a  number.  The  result  was  a  retreat  on  the  part  of 
the  rebels,  and  the  escape  of  a  number  of  negroes  whom  they  had  imprisoaed. 

The  gunboat  Romeo  also  came  from  up  the  river  about  this  time,  and  hearing 
the  firing,  hurried  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  commander  soon  discovered  the 
rebels  setting  fire  to  the  plantation,  and  commenced  shelling  them.  This  be 
kept  up  for  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  chasing  theiu  along  the  river  banks,  the 
rebels  setting  fire  to  everything  as  they  went  along.  The  result  was  an  almost 
total  destraction  of  houses  and  property  along  the  river  front  in  that  vicmiiy. 
Tbe  rebels  carried  off  about  1,200  negroes  who  were  employed  working  on  the 
so-called  government  plantation. 

•  ••••••• 

Genoral  Ellet  landed  his  forces,  and,  in  company  with  a  black  brigade,  pro- 
ceeded to  chase  the  rebels,  who  were  making  a  baety  retreat  when  they  found 
there  was  a  force  after  them.  It  was  no  part  of  their  system  to  fight;  they  only 
came  to  plunder  and  carry  off  the  negroes.  General  Ellet  found  the  road  sDewn 
with  broken  carts  and  furniture,  which  the  rebels  left  in  their  baste  to  get  away 
from  our  forces.  He  pursued  them  as  far  as  Tensas  river,  where  they  had 
crossed,  burnt  the  bridges,  and  intrenched  themselves  for  a  battle.  This  wu 
soon  offered  them,  and  our  artillery  opened  on  them  and  soon  put  them  (o  fii^t, 
notwithstanding  it  was  reported  that  they  had  twenty  field-pieces. 

General  Ellet,  not  knowing  the  country  very  well,  and  having  only  a  small 
force  with  him,  deemed  it  proper  not  to  pursue  the  rebels  much  further.  Us 
aent  two  hundred  infantry  across  the  bayou,  and  found  that  tbe  rebels  were  re- 
treating to  Delhi,  leaving  all  their  plunder — splendid  furniture,  pianos,  pic- 
tures, &c. — strewn  along  the  road. 

The  unexpected  re- enforcement  of  the  brigade,  and  the  gunboats,  saved  tbe 
whole  of  tbe  black  troops. 
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It  IB  only  a  temponur  peace,  thoagb,  for  as  long  aa  the  blacka  remain  in  such 
email  force,  so  long  will  Uiey  be  an  object  of  attack. 

The  party  wLo  made  this  attack  on  the  ao-called  government  plantationB  are 
the  same  that  attacked  Milliken'B  Bend  aome  short  time  since;  they  are  a  half- 
etarved,  half-naked  act,  and  are  in  hopes  of  capturing  Bome  of  the  tmnsportB 
with  clothing  and  proviaioaa.  They  have  not  done  so  yet,  and  I  think  the  pre- 
caationa  I  have  taken  will  prevent  tbeir  doing  so  at  any  time. 

The  aiege  of  Vicksburg  progresses  as  Usnal,  the  weather  being  so  hot  that 
little  can  be  done  between  9  a.  m,  and  4  p.  m.  The  mortars  are  kept  going  con- 
stantly night  and  day,  and  the  gunboats  below  the  city  co-operate  with  the 
array  on  shore,  (General  Herron's  division,)  and  generally  succeed  in  ailcncine 
the  batteries.  I  am  also  placing  nine,  ten,  and  lOO-pounder  gnna  on  ecowB,  and 
have  stationed  them  at  the  point  nearest  Vicksbni^.  Tbey  obliged  the  rebels  to 
withdraw  some  troublesome  guns  from  the  fort  which  sunk  the  Cincinnati,  and 
commanded  every  point  in  and  about  the  city. 

We  have  to  be  sparing  with  our  ammunition,  as  the  army  depend  nponus  en- 
tirely for  supplies  for  the  heavy  siege  guns.  I  have  landed  from  the  gunboats, 
for  the  use  of  the  army  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg,  five  8-inch  gniifi,  two  9-incb 
guns,  two  42-ponnder  rifleB,  four  33-pounder  smooth-bores,  besides  the  Cincin- 
nati's guns,  which  are  being  mounted  on  shore  by  Oolouel  Woods,  of  General 
Sherman's  division. 

Whenever  I  could  do  sb  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  vesselB,  I 
Bont  officers  and  crews  with  the  guns.     I  have  also  supplied  the  carrir^B  and 
ammunition  wanted  for  the  heavy  guna  captured  from  the  enemy  at  Hainea's 
Bluff,  which  place  the  army  have  strongly  fortified  inland. 
V»3y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rcar-Admiral,  Com'dg  MUtusippi  Sqvadron. 

Hon.  Giubon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa$kington,  D.  C. 


Ldia-  rf  Star-Adaml  Porter  fxloiing  Brigadier  Grntrnl  EUtl't  rtport. 

Unitbd  States  Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  of  Vicktburg,  July  8,  1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Brigadier  General  Ellet's  report  of  th 
operations  of  the  marine  brigade  at  Goodrich's  landing  and  vicinity  on  the  30t] 
tiltimo. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Miinutppi  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiitEoiv  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


B^ert  qf  Brigadier  General  A.   If.  EUel,  eammamkng  aarau  bngadt . 

Headquarters  Mississippi  Marine  Bhiqadb, 

Flag-Skip  Autocrat,  aboee  Vjcktburg,  July  3, 1863. 

Au.MiRAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  instmc- 

tiona,  I  proceeded  without  delay,  on  the  evening  of  the  29th  June,  to  Goodrich's 

landing  with  my  whole  available  command.     I  found  the  troops  at  that  point  all 

under  arma,  and  conld  plainly  see  the  evidence  of  the  eniemy's  operations  in  the 
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biimiag  mansions,  cotton  gioH,  and  ncpro  quartera,  as  far  aa  llie  eye  could  reach. 
It  wiiH  a  o'clock  on  tht  morninp  of  the  30th  June  when  1  reached  the  eceneof 
oiH'mtiouH.  I  at  once  ordi'rcd  the  entire  force  to  iliHembark,  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  and  at  daylight  s'lnitcd  in  search  of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Wood,  com- 
manding the  negro  lr<»)ih»,  accompanying  me  with  his  whole  force.  About  five 
mili'8  out  we  n'achcd  Colonel  Wood's  outpoBts.  where  the  night  before  two  com- 
panieH  of  negn)  troops  with  their  officurw  had  been  surrounded  and  captured  after 
a  spirited  visiflancc  and  considerable  Iosp  to  the  enemy.  From  this  point  I 
started  the  cavalry  in  advance  to  push  the  retreating  enemy,  and,  if  possible, 
hold  them  until  the  main  body  could  he  brought  up  forward,  Tliey  overtook 
the  enemy  resting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bayou  I'ensas,  and  immediately 
engaged  him,  arid  held  him  in  check  till  I  arrived  with  iLe  main  body-  The 
enemy  had  shown  a  large  force  of  cavalry  and  several  pieces  of  artillery.  He 
endeavored  to  cross  the  bayou  with  one  regiment  of  cavalry  and  turn  my  right 
Sank,  which  movement  was  promptly  met  by  our  advance  line  of  skirmisher?, 
who  repulsed  the  enemy  hand-^omely.  At  the  same  time  my  artillery  opened 
upon  him  with  efTect,  and  he  retreated  precipitately,  having  piled  all  the  bridge 
flooring  together  and  burned  it  to  prevent  our  crossing.  1  crossed  three  com- 
panies on  the  sleepers,  who  followed  the  lineof  reireat  for  near  two  miles.  They 
found  the  road  strewn  with  abandoned  booty  stolen  from  the  houses  they  had 
burned ;  among  other  arliclea,  a  very  fine  piano. 

Three  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  on  the  field,  and  some  thirty  stand  of 
small-arms  picked  up.  The  enemy  was  undoubtedly,  from  information  subse- 
quently obtained,  more  than  double  our  vtreugtb,  and  were  provided  with  artillety 
and  cavalry,  but  they  were  evidently  not  inclined  to  make  a  standing  fight,  their 
main  object  being  to  secure  the  negroes  taken  from  the  plantations  along  the 
river,  some  hundreds  of  whom  they  had  captured.  In  passing  by  the  n^ro 
quarters,  on  three  of  the  baniing  plantations,  we  were  shockt^d  by  the  sight  of 
the  charred  remains  of  human  beings  who  had  been  burned  in  the  general  con- 
flagrntiori.  No  doubt  they  were  the  sick  negroes  whom  the  unscrupulous  enemy 
were  too  indifferent  to  remove. 

I  witnessed  five  such  spectacles  myself  in  passing  the  remains  of  those  plan- 
tations that  lay  in  our  line  of  march,  and  do  not  doubt  there  were  many  others 
on  the  twenty  or  more  plantations  that  I  did  not  visit,  which  were  burned  in 
like  manner. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  was.  Captain  Wright,  Co.  D,  cavalry,  mortally 
wounded,  (since  dead,)  and  two  negroes  of  Colonel  Wood's,  slightly  wounded. 

The  day  was  intensely  hot.  I  returned  to  the  boat  by  slow  marches,  having 
marched  the  entire  command  nearly  twenty-five  miles  without  food,  and  almost 
without  water. 

Of  course,  the  increase  of  sickness  has  hi  en  very  great ;  over  one  hundred 
cases  had  to  he  removed  to  the  hospital  the  following  day,  and  many  more  are 
still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  such  severe  labor. 

The  steamer  Kaino,  of  my  brigade,  under  command  of  Major  Uuhbard,  arrived 
at  Goodrich's  landing  a  few  hours  in  advance  of  us.  As  she  passed  a  point  two 
miles  below  Lake  Providence,  the  enemy  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  and  fired  i 
couple  <if  sliots  from  their  howitzers  at  her.  The  Raino  immediately  replied 
from  her  two  twelve-pounder  brass  guns,  and  the  enemy  fled  in  great  hast«. 

Major  Hubbard  immediately  landed  in  pursuit.  He  found  three  dead  rebels 
killed  by  his  shells,  gathered  up , twenty-six  stand  of  small-arms,  and  rescued 
some  hundreds  of  tapiured  negroes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Commanding  Mittinippi  Marine  Brigade- 

Acting  Itear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porteh, 

Commanding  Mistiuippi  Squadron.  ^~>  ■ 
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Rtbel  attack  o»  Htlena,  Arkantai. — Co-operation  of  the  gunboat*. 

United  States  Mississippi  Suuadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  of  Vick^turg,  July  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  On  the  21eE  of  June  I  received  intiniHtion  from  various  eonrces,  spiea, 
deserters,  &c.,  that  the  rebel  GcnerHl  Price  was  moving  from  Arkansoe  towards 
the  MiBBiesippi  river,  with  a  Urge  force  in  three  colamna,  and  a  quantity  of 
heavy  artillery,  for  the  purpoac  of  seizing  on  gome  point  on  the  river,  cut  off  our 
trna^ports,  and  relieve  ViclcBburg.  I  immediately  made  the  proper  diepositioDS 
to  meet  the  rebels  at  ancb  pointa  ne  I  knew  to  be  assailable,  and  Helena  being 
a  desirable  point  for  the  rebels  to  get  posaefsion  of,  I  sent  what  I  considered  a 
Bufficient  force  to  that  vicinity.  The  Bra^,  Tyler,  and  Hastings  were  the 
vessels  detailed.     General  Prentiss  had,  however,  no  apprehension  of  an  attack. 

The  Bragg  remained  there,  while  the  other  two  cruised  in  the  vicinity.  On 
the  1st  or  2d  of  July  Lieutenant  Commander  I'helpe,  whom  I  had  put  in  charge 
of  the  upper  river,  sent  the  Tyler  back  to  Helena,  anticipating  an  attack  there. 
When  Lieutenant  Commander  Pritchett  arrived,  General  Prentiss  had  received 
notice  of  the  advance  of  General  Price  on  Helena,  with  15,000  men.  Having 
odIt  3,500  men,  he  made  the  best  disposition  for  the  attack  that  he  could  moke 
ander  the  circumstances.  The  rebela  attacked  the  outworks  of  our  troops  on 
July  4  with  their  whole  force,  and  as  the  works  were  slight,  succeeded  in 
driving  in  the  small  force  opposed  to  them,  getting  possession  of  a  small  fort 
and  four  light  guns.  Proceeding  on  and  overpowering  our  weak  outposts,  the 
rebels  succeeded  in  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  which  commanded  the  town  of 
Helena,  and  would  likely  have  obtained  possession  of  it,  but  the  gnnbont  T.yler 
opened  on  them  with  her  heavy  battery  of  shell  guns  at  easy  range,  and  cut 
them  up  very  badly,  while  two  thirty -pound  era  on  the  hill,  manned  by  the 
tmops,  also  opened  a  cross-fire  on  them,  and  between  the  gunboat  and  small 
fort  the  enemy  were  cut  to  pieces.  Many  of  them  threw  down  their  arras  and 
fled  in  a  panic.  The  troops  under  General  Prentiss  behaved  bravely  and  fought 
most  ^ifantly.  They  charged  the  discorafitted  mass  of  the  rebels  with  the 
bayonet  while  the  Tyler  waa  mowing  down  the  retreating  mob  with  shrapnell 
and  shell,  and  the  victory  was  ours.  The  garrison  pursued  and  captured  over 
nine  hundred  men  as  prisoners,  and  I  am  informed  that  quite  one  thousand  five 
hundred  were  killed  and  wounded — nearly  as  many  as  composed  our  garrison  at 
Helena. 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  signal  defeats  the  enemy  have  met  with  for 
some  time.  Lieutenant  Commander  Pritchett  deserves  great  credit  for  the  share 
he  took  in  the  fight ;  the  effective  manner  in  which  he  delivered  his  fire,  and  the 
position  he  took,  enabled  him  to  check  the  enemy  when  they  were  very  certain 
in  their  own  mind  of  getting  possession  of  Helena. 

This  affair  will  likely  break  up  Price's  army,  and  he  is  now  retreating  towards 
Alexandria.  In  the  morning  I  shall  send  a  strong  force  of  gunboats  up  the 
Red  river  to  ascend  the  Tcusa^t  and  Washita,  in  hopes  of  intercepting  him  and 
his  command.  He  has  eleven  transports  up  the  Tensas,  which  I  am  pretty  sure 
of  disabling. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cmn'dg  Mittitripjii  Squadron. 

Hon.  GtDBo.\  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nari/.  WatAington,  I>.  C. 
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A^nrt  ^  LuttfOMM  Commmidv  J.M.  PrildtM. 


United  States  Gunboat  Tvlbb, 

Hde»a,  Arkaiua*,  Jvly  6,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Genetul  Holmes  attacked  this  place  oa 
tte  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  with  about  18,000  meu,  between  the  boure  rf  1 
«ud  5  a.  m.,  and  after  eight  honre'  hard  fighting  we  reputied  the  enemy  with  a 
loss  of  nearly  three  thoiwand  men  killed  and  wonnded,  and  pruonera ;  we  have 
already  shipped  to  Memphis,  TennoBSce,  between  eight  hundred  and  nine  hon- 
dred  prieoners. 

General  PrentisB  baa  now  between  four  hundred  and  five  hundred  of  the 
^lemy'a  wounded,  found  on  the  field,  and  they  are  still  coming  in. 

I  am  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  army  uiat,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ami^t- 
ance  rendered  by  this  vessel,  tbe  town  would  have  been  captured. 

It  afibrds  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  my  officers  and  crew  conducted 
themselves  in  the  most  creditable  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  M.  PRITCHETT, 

Lieutenant  Comttumdrr. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Fobter, 

Commanding  Mimuippi  Squadron. 


Additiontd  farticubiTi  of  the  attach  on  Hdena. 

United  States  Mississippi  Sqcadbon, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawi,  off  Viektburg.  JtUy  11,  1863. 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  full  report  of  the  late  affair  at  Helena, 
where  the  gunboat  Tyler  saved  tbe  day,  and  enabled  our  little  band  of  soldier* 
to  capture  a  number  of  tbe  enemy. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  MtsiUtippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  LieMenant  Conmeuier  8.  S.  Phtlp$. 

United  States  Ibo\-ci.ad  Ram  Eastpobt, 

Helena,  Arkantai,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir:  General  Holmes,  with  a  reported  force  of  eighteen  thousand  I«bfl^ 
attacked  this  place  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  and  was  re- 
pulsed after  a  hard-contestM  fight  of  several  hours'  duration. 

The  enemy  attacked  the  centre  of  the  defences  and  carried  tbe  rifle-pits  and 
a  battery  upou  tbe  crest  of  the  hills  in  the  rear,  which  commanded  not  only 
Helena  itBClf,  but  also  all  the  other  defensive  works,  including  Fort  Cnrti*- 
After  possessing  himself  of  that  position,  he  pushed  large  forces  down  tbeslopt 
of  the  ridge  into  the  gorges,  and  his  sharpshooters  began  the  work  of  diiviae 
the  artillerists  from  the  guns  in  the  main  fort.  Rebel  gune,  both  above  and 
below  tbe  town,  bad  been  planted  upon  commanding  positions,  and  opened  fire 
upon  tbe  line  of  defensive  works  across  the  river  bottom,  about  one  t' 
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yards  ID  width,  and  his  troope  were  in  force  near  them  to  Htcare  the  advantages 
the  capture  of  th«  works  upon  the  hills  would  offer  for  closing  npon  the  town 
from  both  directions  along  the  river  bottom.  The  Tyler  had  been  covering  the 
approach  by  the  old  town  road;  but  Captain  Pritchett  discovered  the  enemy 
pressing  down  tlie  bill-side  after  the  captnrfi  of  the  battery  in  the  centre,  and 
took  lip  such  a  position  that,  while  his  oroadside  guns  poured  a  destructive  fire 
upon  the  slopes  and  enfiladed  the  ravines,  his  stem  guns  effectually  silenced  the 
rebel  battery  below,  and  his  bow  guns  played  simnltaneousty  upon  the  upper 
one.  The  slaughter  of  the  enemy  at  this  time  was  tarrible,  and  all  unite  in 
describing  the  horrors  of  that  hill-side  and  the  ravines  after  the  battle  as  haffling 
description,  the  killed  being  literally  torn  to  pieces  by  shell,  and  the  avenging 
fire  of  the  gunboat  pursued  the  tnemy  two  or  three  miles  to  his  reserve  forces, 
creating  a  panic  there  which  added  not  a  little  to  the  end  of  victoiy. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  very  heavy.  Oar  forces  have  buried  three  hundred  and 
eighty  of  his  killed,  and  many  places  have  been  found  where  he  had  himself 
buried  his  dead.  His  wounded  number  eleven  hundred,  and  the  prisoner?  are 
also  eleven  hundred.  Our  cavalry  forces  arc  hourly  discovering  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  surrounding  country,  and  are  bringing  in  stragglers  and  deserters. 
Boats  passing  up  the  river  for  two  days  after  the  battle  were  continually  hailed 
by  deserters  from  the  rebel  ranks  wishing  to  get  on  board  to  escape. 

An  examination  of  the  field  and  the  reports  I  hear  convince  me  that  the  Tyler 
contributed  greatly  to  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  the  terrible  slanghterin  his 
ranks  is  largely  hers.  It  is  due  to  Captain  Pritchett  to  add  that  he  took  up  an 
admirable  position,  and  used  his  battery  in  a  manner  alike  creditable  to  himself 
and  to  his  officers  and  men. 

First  at  Belmont,  then  at  Pittsbnre  landing,  and  now  here,  the  Tyler  has 
been  of  inestimable  value,  and  has  saved  the  fortunes  of  the  day.  The  garrison, 
numbering  bnt  three  thousand  three  hundred  men,  with  lines  entirely  too  exten- 
sive for  such  a  force,  evidently  fought  with  a  courage  and  determination  with- 
out superior  example  in  this  war. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS.  Lieut.  Com'dr. 
Commanding  Second  Divition  Mittittippi  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Portes, 

Commanding  Mittiitippi  Sqvadron. 


Ltlltr  from  Major  Gentral  Pmtiii,  comflimtnling  Lint.  Cow'rfr  fntchttt. 

Hbaduuabtebs  District  of  Eastern  Arkansas, 

Helena,  Arkantat,  My  9,  1863. 
Admiral:  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  you  my  testimony  concerning 
the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  during  the  battle  at  this  place  on  the  4th 
uistaut  by  Lieutenant  Commander  James  M.  Pritchett,  of  the  gunboat  Tyler. 
I  assure  you,  sir,  that  he  not  only  acquitted  himself  with  honor  and  distinction 
during  the  engagement  proper,  but  with  a  zeal  and  patience  as  rare  as  they  are 
commendable.  When  informed  of  the  probabilities  of  an  attack  on  this  place 
he  lost  no  time  and  spared  no  labor  to  make  himself  tlioroughly  acquainted  with 
the  topography  of  the  surrounding  country ;  and  I  attribute  not  a  little  of  our 
success  in  the  late  battle  to  his  full  knowledge  of  the  situation,  and  his  skill  in 
adapting  the  means  within  his  command  to  the  end  to  be  obtained.  Kor  can  I 
refrain  from  mentioning  that  after  the  engagement,  and  while  we  were  expecting 
a  renewal  of  the  attack.  Commander  Pritchett,  commanding  a  division  of  your 
fleet,  was  nnnsually  efficient  in  procuring  timely  re-enforcements.      ,-~  . 
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Permit  me  to  odd,  sir,  that  I  can  conceive  of  uo  case  wherein  promotion  would 
be  more  worthily  beetowed  than  in  the  case  of  Commander  Pritchett,  and  it  will 
afford  luc  much  pleasure  to  Icam  that  his  Bervicea  have  received  a  proper  reward. 
I  write  this  communication,  air,  quite  unsolicited,  and  witbont  the  knowledge  of 
Commander  Pritchett. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  air,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS,  Major  ChneraL 
David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  MiitUsippi  Squadron. 


Congratulatoni  ItUtr  to  LieuttHant  Cemniander  Jama  M.  PrileJitll. 

Navy  Department,  A/y  2K 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  received  from  Kear- Admiral  Porter  the  reports  of  yoarsncceeafnl 
co-operation  with  the  army  in  repelling  an  attack  of  a  much  euperior  rebd  force 
upon  the  CroopB  of  General  Prentiss  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  on  the  4th  instant. 

Your  prompt  action  on  the  occasion  dcBerves  and  receives  the  nnqnalified 
approbation  of  the  department.  Rcar-Admiml  Porter  and  General  Prenii.'.' 
compliment  you  in  terms  of  great  praise  for  your  skill  and  the  effective  manage- 
ment of  the  guns  of  the  Tyler,  which  were  served  with  such  disastrons  uid 
signal  effect  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  no  retjetition  upon  the  troops  of  General  Prentiss,  who  are  reprvaented 
to  have  fought  with  determined  gallantry  and  bravery  against  overwbelmiQg 
Dumbers,  to  say  that  they  were  saved,  in  all  probability,  fi-ooi  serioua  disaster 
by  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  Tyler,  under  your  command. 

Accept  the  department's  congratulations  for  yourself  and  the  officers  and  mMi 
under  your  command  for  your  glorious  achievement,  which  adds  another  to  the 
host  of  hrillia:it  successes  of  our  navy  and  army  on  the  aonivertiary  of  onr 
national  independence. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Sterrtary  <^  tkt  \ary. 
Lieut,  Com'dr  James  M.  Pritchett,  U.  8.  N., 

Com'dg  V.  S.  Unnboal  Tyler,  Mitittippi  Squadnm, 


Naval  and  military  expedition  to  Yazoo  City. — Engagement  wUA  6aUtrie*. 

United  States  Mississippi  Squadkok, 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  of  Vicktburg.  July  14,  1863. 

Sir  :  Hearing  that  General  Johnson  was  fortifying  Yazoo  City  with  heavr 
gnns,  and  gathering  troops  there  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  supplies  for  hi! 
army  from  the  Yazoo  country,  also  that  the  remainder  of  the  enemyV  best 
transporlB  were  there,  showing  a  possibility  of  his  attempt  to  escape.  Major 
General  Grant  and  myself  determined  ro  send  a  naval  and  military  expediriiv 
ap  there  to  capture  them.  The  Baron  De  Kalb,  New  National,  Kenwood,  and 
Signal  were  despatched,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  John  G- 
Walker,  with  a  force  of  troops,  numbering  five  thousand,  nnder  Major  Genenl 
Frank  J.  Herron. 

Pushing  up  to  the  city,  the  Baron  De  Kalb  engaged  the  batteries,  which  wen- 
all  prepared  to  receive  her,  and  after  finding  ont  their  strength,  dropped  Iwck 
to  notify  General  Herron,  who  immediately  landed  his  men,  and  the  iiniiy  akJ 
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DBvy  made  a  combined  attack  n 

leaving  everything  in  o 

that  ran  on  the  MiBsissippi  river  in  timee  past. 

The  army  pursued  the  enemy,  and  captured  their  rear  guard  of  SGO  men,  nnd 
at  laat  accounts  were  taking  more  prisoiieit).  Six  (6)  heavy  guns  and  one  veflxel, 
formerly  a  gunboat,  fell  into  our  liands,  and  all  tlic  munitions  of  war.  Unfor- 
tunately, while  the  Baron  Do  Kalb  was  moving  slowly  along  slie  run  foul  of  a 
torpedo,  which  exploded  and  snnk  her.  There  was  no  sign  of  anything  of  the 
kind  to  be  seen.  While  nhe  wan  going  down  nnolber  cxuloded  under  her  stern. 
The  water  is  rising  faft  in  the  Yazoo,  and  we  can  do  nothing  more  than  get  the 
gnus  out  of  Ifer  and  then  get  her  into  deep  Valor,  where  fhe  will  be  unditslurhod 
until  we  are  able  to  raive  her. 

But  for  the  blowing  up  of  the  Baron  De  Kalb  it  would  have  been  a  good 
move.  We  have  generally  obtained  informntion  of  torpedoes  from  negroes  i.iid 
deserters,  but  heard  'nothing  of  this.  Many  of  the  crew  were  bniised  by  the 
coQcussiou,  which  was  severe,  but  uo  lives  were  lout.  Tiie  otScers  and  men  lost 
everythhig.  She  went  down  in  fifteen  minutes.  We  must  have  her  up  again 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  much  to  contend  with  in  these  narrow  rivers, 
and  cannot  guard  agnin^'t  thi'i<e  hidden  dangern  while  au  enemy's  flag  floats. 
The  usual  lookout  was  kept  for  torpedoes,  but  tiiis  is  some  new  invention  of 
the  enemy,  which  we  will  guard  against  hereafter.  An  attempt  was  made  by 
the  perpetrator,  late  Lieutenant  Isaac  N.  Brown,  to  plant  torpedoes  once  before, 
but  the  people  of  Yazoo  City  threatened  to  hang  him  if  he  did  i^o.  We  felt  sure 
they  would  not  permit  it  on  this  occasion. 

While  a  rebel  flag  floatu  anywhere,  the  gunboats  must  follow  it  up.  The 
officers  and  men  risk  their  lives  fearlesE>ly  on  thene  occasions,  and  I  hope  the 
department  will  not  take  too  eeriouely  the  accidents  wliich  happen  to  the  veH^els, 
irheD  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
■     DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com'dg  MiuUfippi  Squadron. 

Hou.  GtlDBON  Wbllbs, 

Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  WatkingloH,  D.  C. 


Expedition  into  Red  riper  region. — Capture  of  tieamert. 

Umtbd  States  Mississippi  Suuadron, 
Flag-Ship  Blank  Hawk,  off  Viekiharg,  July  18.  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  expedition  I  sent  into  tbc  Bed 
river  region  proved  very  successful.  Ascending  the  Black  and  Tensas  rivers, 
(running  parallel  with  the  Mississippi,)  Lieutenant  Uommanding  Selfridge  made 
the  head  of  navigation — Tensas  lake  and  Bayou  Maoon,  thirty  mile^  above 
Vickaburg.  and  within  Ave  or  six  miles  of  the  Mifsissippi  river. 

The  enemy  were  taken  completely  by  surprise,  not  expecting  such  a  force  in 
such  a  quarter.  The  rebels  that  have  ascended  to  that  region  will  be  obliged 
to  move  further  back  from  the  river,  if  not  to  go  away  altogether.  Lieutenaut 
Oomnianding  Selfridge  divided  his  forces  on  finding  that  the  transports  which 
had  been  carrying  stores  to  Walker's  army  had  escaped  up  some  of  tlic  narrow 
streams.  He  sent  the  Manitou  and  Rattler  up  the  Little  Red  river,  (a  small 
tributary  of  the  Black,)  and  the  Forest  Rose  and  Petrel  up  the  Tensas.  The 
night  was  dark,  and  it  was  raining  very  hard,  and  the  Mauitou  and  Rattler  suc- 


ceeded in  capturing  the  rebel  steamer  Louisville,  one  of  the  largest  aud_  perhape 
tbc  best  steamers  now  in  the  weatem  waters.     Up  the  Tensaa,  m  one  of  its 


558  ABMOBED  VESSELS. 

tribntarieB,  the  Foreet  Eote  and  Petrel  captured  the  Bteamer  Etmira,  loaded  witli 
stores,  sugar,  and  rum  for  the  rebel  army. 

Finding  that  the  steamers  which  bad  couvejed  General  Walker'a  anny  had 
returned  up  the  Washita,  the  expedition  starled  up  that  river,  and  came  sud- 
denly upon  two  rebel  steamers ;  tut  the  rebels  set  them  on  fire,  and  they  were 
consumed  so  rapidly  that  their  names  could  not  be  ascertained.  One  steamer 
loaded  with  ammunition  escaped  above  the  fort  at  Harrieonborg,  which  ia  a  veiy 
strong  work,  and  unassailable  with  woodi.-n  gunboats.  It  is  on  an  elevation  over 
one  hundred  feet  high,  which  elevation  covers  what  water  batteries  of  heavy 
guns  there  are. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Selfridge  H'as  fortunate  euougb,  however,  to  hear  of 
a  large  Quantity  of  ammunition  that  had  lately  been  hauled  from  Natchez  and 
deposilea  near  Trinity,  (nearly  due  west  of  Natchez,)  and  from  whence  stores, 
provieions,  cattle,  gnus,  and  ammunition  are  transported.^  He  captured  fifteen 
thousand  rounds  of  smooth-bore  ammunition,  one  thousand  ronnds  of  Enfield 
rifle  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  rounds  of  fixed  tunmanition  for  giin»,  » 
rifle  thirty- pounder  Parrott  gun-carriage,  fifty-two  liogsheads  of  sugax,  ten  pun- 
cheons of  nun,  nine  barrels  flour,  tifty  barrels  salt,  all  belonging  to  the  ca»- 
fcderate  government. 

At  the  same  time  be  beard  of  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  that  luid  started 
from  Matches  for  Trinity,  and  waa  lying  in  wagons  on  the  road  half  way  «cro«<'. 
Uo  despatched  a  boat  arannd  to  inform  me  of  it,  but  General  Bansom.  wfao  bad 
landed  a  few  days  before  at  Natchez,  hearing  of  it,  nlso  sent  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  and  captured  the  whole.  Thus  Walker's  army  is  left  almoet  without 
-ammunition. 

The  officers  and  men  have  shown  great  energy  on  this  expedittOD,  and  have 
met  with  no  mishaps.  Tbcy  procured  a  good  deal  of  informatioD  by  which 
future  movementB  will  be  regulated. 

The  people  in  the  whole  of  that  section  are  very  hostile  to  the  govemmeni — 
rank  rebels.  • 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 
Sear-Admiral,  Com'ilg  Mutiuippi  Sq<tadTo». 

Hon.  GlDBO^  WsLLBS, 

Ser.retafy  of  the  Navy. 


DettruclioK  of  tteam  Jbundry  in  Viekthtirg. 

Unitbd  States  Mississippi  Squadron', 
Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  off  Vickiburg,  July  20,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  forwarded  by  last  mail,  which  should  have  been  accompanied  wiii 
this  letter,  a  report  of  General  Ellet  in  relation  to  a  biittery  of  small  guns  plmd 
opposite  Vicksburg,  which  ia  said  to  have  annoyed  the  enemy  ve^  much.    I 
think  I  can  approve  all  that  General  Ellet  has  said  in  relation  to  the  officer  in 
charge  of  it.     It  certainly  stopped  the  work  in  the  foundry  and  prevented  thr 
rebels  from  casting  cannon  balU,  at  which  they  were  busily  engaged. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Acting  Rear-Adtniral,  Com'dg  Mittittijipi  SqwtdrpM. 
Hon.  Gideon  Weli.e8, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglon,  D,  C 
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S^xiri  i4  Brigaili^  Otneral  EUH. 


Hbadquartbrs  Mississippi  Marine  Bbioaqe, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat,  Young'i  Point,  July  9.  1863. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Captain  Groshon  respects 
ing  the  operations  of  the  20-ponDder  Farrott  gan  placed  on  a  point  opposite 
Vicksbnrg  by  my  order,  and  worked  by  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  dealroying 
the  steiuD  ibundry  operating  in  that  city. 

I  am  glad  to  be  ahle  to  inform  you  that  the  gun  accomplished  all  for  which  it 
was  intended.  The  work  at  the  foundry  was  etopped,  the  boiler  baring  been  ex- 
ploded by  a  shot,  and  considerable  damage  was  done  to  that  and  other  bnildings. 
I  cannot  refrain,  in  this  connexion,  from  calling  your  attention  to  the  merit 
of  this  tmdeitaking.  To  erect  a  battery  in  the  Tery  face  of  such  frowning  forts 
as  protected  the  river  front  of  Vickeburg;  to  fire  it  continually  for  a  space  of 
ten  days,  in  open  view,  in  defiance  of  the  concentrated  discharge  of  alt  the 
enemy's  guns,  and  this  without  the  slightest  injury  to  a  single  person  engaged, 
and  witli  the  most  complete  results  as  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended, 
reader  those  worthy  of  special  mention  who  bo  faithfully  discharged  that  duty. 
The  fort  was  erected  and  the  gun  put  in  position  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Greorge 
Ij.  Corrie,  aided  by  First  Master  Samuel  Herricka,  with  the  soldiers  from  the 
Lieatenaot  Adams,  of  this  command.  The  gun  was  commanded  and  sighted  by 
Captain  Groehon  in  person. 

Very  reBotctfuily,  your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

ALFRED  W.  ELLET, 
Brigadier  Genera/,  Com'dg  MitMtippi  Marine  Brigade. 
Admiral  D.  D.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Mismtippi  Squadron. 


Rryort  rf  Qrptdn  Thomat  C.  CreaAaM,  of  Oil  JfonM  Bri/adt. 

HEADttiiABTBRS  FoBT  Adams,  July  5,  1863. 
Sir  ;  In  compliance  with  yonr  request,  I  submit  the  following  report : 
Your  order  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  George  E.  Currie  to  plant  the  20-pounder 
Farrott  gun  (belonging  to  United  States  steamer  B.  J.  Adams)  on  the  point 
opposite  the  foundry  in  Vicksburg,  to  reduce  said  foundry,  was  commenced  on 
the  night  of  the  19th  of  June.  As  soon  as  it  was  sufficiently  daik  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Currie.  in  company  with  Captain  0.  P.  Brown,  Ist  battalion  cavalry, 
Misdiaaippi  marine  brigade;  Captain  Hews,  company  G  ;  Captain  Fishers,  com- 
pany E  ;  companies  F  and  £,  Ist  infantry,  Mississippi  marine  brigade,  repaired 
to  the  place  selected  by  him  to  plant  the  gun.  After  four  days'  and  nights*  hard 
work,  with  the  assistance  of  Masters  Hendricks  and  Malbon,  of  the  Autocrat 
and  Adams,  we  succeeded  in  building  a  casemated  fort  within  a  mile  of  the  city 
of  Vicksbui^,  OQ  the  opposite  side  of  "the  river,  covering  it  with  one  thickness 
of  railroad  iron,  deeming  it  sufficient  protection  for  both  men  and  gun. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  June,  at  9  o'clock,  I  opened  fire  on  the  city — 
fired  five  rounds.  The  enemy  responded  promptly  77  rounds,  from  five  difTurent 
guns^ — 32,  64,  and  128-poundcrs.  Although  there  was  no  damage  done  to  the 
fort,  it  was  thought  best  to  strengthen  the  work  by  adding  one  more  thickness 
of  railroad  iron,  which  made  it  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  the  heaviest 
imagiDRble  fire. 
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On  the  24th  I  fired  seven  rounds ;  the  enemy  returned  Beventy-eight  romid?. 
The  fort  was  struck  once,  but  the  mnjoiity  of  the  ehols  were  too  high.  Thi^e 
shots  came  principally  from  the  ISS-poundera ;  no  damage  done  yeL  I  iifed 
twenty  rounds  on  the  25th,  all  of  which  were  directed  at  the  foundn*  and  ma- 
chine shop,  the  effects  of  which  accomplished  the  desired  object.  The  ent^my 
returned  but  six  rounds,  doing  no  damage  whatever.  On  the  26th  I  fired  eight 
rounds  at  dlffercut  buildings  in  tbe  city.  The  enemy  returned  thirteen  ruundr: 
no  damage  done.  On  the  27th  1  fired  twenty-eight  rounds.  This  day  1  sup- 
pose the  shots  had  but  little  or  no  effect,  or  else  the  enemy  thought  it  impna;>ible 
to  silence  the  gun,  as  they  did  not  return  the  fire  at  all.  On  the  2Sth  1  fin-A 
Heven  rounds,  the  enemy  returning  sixty-four  rounds.  They  had  by  this  timi- 
got  perfect  range  of  the  fort,  and  struck  it  three  times  during  the  day's  firiD<:, 
The  damage  done  was  but  slight,  and  easily  repaired.  I  fired  bnt  two  round? 
on  the  29th,  the  enemy  returning  fifteen  rounds.  They  etill  kejjt  the  nm^, 
and  seemed  to  strike  die  fort  at  their  pleasure.  Four  shots  struck  the  fori, 
doing  no  damage  to  it,  hut  the  shot  cut  in  pieces  railroad  iron  luid  ties  that 
were  lying  in  front  and  on  the  top  of  the  fort ;  also  tearing  up  the  ground  in 
every  direction,  rendering  it  unsafe  tor  the  men  to  venture  outside  of  the  fi^rt. 
BB  it  appeared  the  enemy  could  see  all  our  movements,  and  would  &Te  ibr 
moment  a  man  exposed  himself  onti^ide.  No  material  damage  was  sustaini^. 
I  did  no  firing  on  the  30th  of  June  and  Ist  of  July,  as  the  fleet  moved  up  xh<- 
river  to  Goodrich's  landing,  and  took  part  in  an  engagement  near  that  place. 
On  (he  2d  I  fired  seven  rounds.  The  enemy  made  no  reply.  The  3d  and  Ia.-i 
day  I  tired  fourteen  rounds,  six  of  which  I  directed  at  sky-parlor,  (which  war 
uaed  by  the  enemy  for  a  lookout.}  Tiiey  did  uot  seem  to  like  it,  and  tried  ihrir 
best  to  silence  the  gun  by  firing  ninety  shots  at  the  fort,  six  of  which  struck  il. 
knocking  off  railroad  ties  and  tearing  up  the  ground  on  top  of  and  around  the 
fort.  No, damage  done  to  the  fort  whatever.  At  6  o'clodi  p.  m.  orders  camr 
to  cease  firing,  as  the  city  was  about  to  he  surrendered. 

Before  concluding  this  report.  I  would  say  great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers- 
and  meu  of  the  compauies  herein  mentioned  for  the  work  done,  and  the  ^pirii 
manifested  in  the  building  of  tlie  fort.  Since  the  surrender  of  the  city  I  havr 
learned  from  the  foreman  of  the  foundry  that  fourteen  shots  struck  the  fanndry 
and  macbine  shop,  two  of  which  penetrated  the  boilers,  rendering  theni  tuelr^» 
for  further  operation.  The  machine  shop  was  also  badly  damaged  by  the  sfaou. 
The  six  shots  thrown  at  the  sky-parlor  uad  good  effect,  killing  two  men,  airi 
doing  considerable  damage  otherwise. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  C.  GROSHON, 
Captain  Co.  F,  lal  Infantry,  M.  M.  B.,  Com'dg  Fort  Adamt. 
Brigadier  General  A.  W.  Ellet, 

Camtnanding  Mittittippi  Marine  Brigade. 


ho»»  of  the  United  Scaten  steamer  Baron  De  Kalb. 

U.  S.  Missi.ssippi  SuuADHON,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Vickiburg,  July  2a,  1S63. 
Sik:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  Boron  D«KtII 
by  a  hidden  torpedo,  seventeen  having  been  planted  in  the  river,  wilhont'wiiVT 
attached  to  tiiem.     The  water  having  risen  two  or  three  feet  during  t^  ni^- 
enabled  all  the  vessels  but  the  De  Kalb  to  pass  over  them. 

I  am  not  sure  that  wc  shall  be  able  to  raise  the  De  Kalb,  as  the  a«nk  is 
twenty  (20)  feet  of  water,  and  we  cannot  yet  ascertain  the  injuries,  bnt  tvufr 
effort  will  be  mode.     I  ordered  her  guns,  and  ever}-  article  that  could  be  got.  tf 
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be  removed,  sDd  this  duly  was  performed  under  the  moet  difficult  circnmstanees ; 
every  gun  and  carriage  was  ssved  undamaged  ;  also  everj-lhing  else  of  value. 

Officers  and  men  vied  with  each  other  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  guns  and 
stores ;  the  work  had  all  to  be  performed  in  fif^en  to  twenty  feet  of  water,  and 
the  officers  set  the  example  in  diving  down  to  make  fast  ther  gnn-carriages  ;  all 
the  smalt-arma  were  saved  in  the  same  way;  also  the  paymaster's  books  and 
government  funds.. 

We  are  somewhat  compensated  for  the  loss  of  the  Do  Kalb  by  the  handsome 
resnlts  of  this  expedition.  Five  of  tbe  largest  and  best  boats  that  ever  run  on 
this  river  were  destroyed  by  the  rebels  to  prevent  their  falling  into  our  hands ; 
they  were  burnt  entirely  up,  and  one  smaller  one  was  captured.  The  rebels 
sustained  a  great  loss  in  the.se  boats ;  any  one  of  tbom  could  Lave  been  con- 
verted into  a  powerful  ram  or  gunboat,  and  the  loss  of  tfaem  breaks  up  their 
chances  of  transporting  troope. 

Besides  the  destruction  above  mentioned,  the  combined  forces  captured  five 
(5)  heavy  guns,  and  a  lighter  one,  and  all  the  ammunition  and  stores  of  the 
enemy.  The  rebels  cannot  affiird  to  lose  all  this  material  of  war;  it  frees  the 
Yazoo  river  of  rebel  troops. 

As  the  people  of  Yazoo  City  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  warn  us  of  the  exist- 
ence of  torpedoes  after  the  enemy  fled,  which  they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing, 
three  thousand  bales  of  cotton  were  seized  by  General  Herroii,  to  pay  for  the 
gunboat  that  was  lost  through  their  treachery.  The  loss  to  the  enemy  in  this 
expedition  has  been  all  the  guns  left  on  Yazoo  river,  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  Eteamers,  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
cotton,  and  as  much  more  in  other  stores  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  an  array. 
The  officers  and  men  composing  the  naval  part  of  this  expedition  have  lost  no 
reputation  on  account  of  tlie  sinking  of  the  De  Kalb,  but  have  exhibited  a  per- 
severance and  attention  to  duty  worthy  of  the  highest  praise ;  their  labors  in 
recovering  their  guns  and  stores  will  not  be  surpassed  by  any  one  on  any  other 


I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
DAVID  D.  POUTER, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Slit).  Squadron. 
Hon.  OiDEO.v  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nany. 


to  raover  tht  Baitm  de  Kalb. 

Mississippi  SotADKox,  Flao-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  Augiitl  23,  1863. 

Sir:  In  the  last  expedition  I  sent  up  the  Yazoo  to  recover  the  Baron  de 
Kalb,  it  was  ascertained  that  she  was  too  much  damaged  to  save  her  hull,  two 
torpedoes  having  exploded  under  her,  tearing  her  bow  and  stern  all  to  pieces. 

Uer  guns  and  stores  were  saved,  (with  the  exception  of  her  provisions,}  and 
part  of  her  machinery  taken  offi  'riie  water  was  falling  so  rapidly  that  the 
eunboata  were  obliged  to  return  precipitately  from  the  river,  to  escape  being 
kept  up  there  the  rest  of  the  season. 

The  iron  and  all  other  portions  of  the  hull  were  removed,  to  prevent  it  being 
of  use  to  the  enemy,  in  case  he  should  return  to  those  parts,  which  is  not  likely. 
I  find  that  our  visits  to  the  Yazoo  river  cost  the  rebels  more  than  I  at  first  sap- 
posed. 

Captain  Walker  received  information  to  be  relied  on,  that,  besides  the  five 

large  steamers  destroyed  at  or  near  the  city  of  Yazoo,  Isaac  N,  Brown,  late 

lieatenant  in  the  United  States  navy,  in  a  panic,  and  for  fear  they  would  fall 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 36  i^^^lc 
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into  onr  bande,  Met  fire  to  and  sunk  fourteen  others,  among  them  nine  large  ones, 
the  machineiy  of  which  was  intended  to  be  iiiint  to  Selma,  for  tbi:  gunboats 
building  at  that  place.  TLia  makes  fourteen  eteamers  lost  to  the  enemir  on  th« 
laet  vi^it,  and  eight  on  the  second.  Cotifirmatory  of  thi»,  I  enclose  an  extract 
from  a  rebel  pa)ier. 

There  are  no  more  steamers  on  the  Yazoo ;  the  large  fleet  that  sought  refiige 
theje,  as  the  safest  place  in  rcbcldom,  have  all  Imen  destroyed. 

I  bear  to-day  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Dache  has  captured   two  rebel 
steamt'rB  in  White  river,  loaded  with  stori's — all  the  i^teamere  that  were  up 
there.     I  have  reeeivtd  no  official  report  of  the  transaction  as  yet. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  POETER, 

Rear-  Adm  iral. 
Hod.  Gidbon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Wathtngton,  D.  C. 


Engagement  at  Proeiilence. 

Umted  States  Gunboat  Moi.vd  City, 

Lake  Protidence,  Augu*t  9.  1S63. 
Sir:  The  last  of  General  Read's  brigade  left  this  place  on  the  7th  instant. 
Yesterday  morning  the  notorious  John  MoNail,  captain  C.  S.  A.,  and  com- 
manding some  seventy  men,  made  a  raid  into  Providence  for  the  purpoi^e  of 
stealing  mutes  and  negroei),  a  large  number  of  the  latter  having  congregated 
there  during  its  occupation  by  the  army.  As  soon  as  he  made  his  appearance 
on  the  levee  I  opened  on  him  with  the  port  battery,  when  he  fled  to  ihe  woods 
in  great  confui-ion,  leaving  seven  dead  on  the  fields  back  of  Providence,  and 
I  doubt  not  many  more  wounded.  I  do  not  think  that  be  will  again  trouble 
the  banks  near  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BYRON  WILSON, 

Lieut auMt  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  MittUtippi  Squadron. 


Raiting  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Mi!^»issippi  SurADRiiN,  Flau-Shif  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  Avgutt  16,  I86:i. 
Sir  :  1  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  iho  Cincinnati  afloat  before  I  left  Vicks- 
bnrg.     W<;  raised  her  with  the  means  we  had  at  hand  without  any  expense.    I 

favc  Acting  \'olaDteer  Lieutenant  James  F.  Richardson  charge  of  iht;  dnty. 
[e  worked  night  and  day  for  a  week,  and  was  rewarded  for  bis  labor  by  his 
success.  He  fairly  dug  her  out  of  the  mud,  for  she  was  full  inside  from  h« 
ke<;l  to  her  upper  deck.  She  was  much  cut  up,  the  shot  going  through  aad 
through  her,  hut  we  will  soon  have  her  ready  (or  service  again.  May  I  ven- 
ture to  ask  that  the  department  will  notice  \'oIuntecr  Lieutenant  Richardson'* 
zeal  1     Every  article  in  the  Cincinuati  was  ttuvcd. 

1  um  visiting  the  different  stations  on  the  river  ad  far  as  tliis  place,  and  ihtU 
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retnm  aa  soon  as  possible  below,  where  arrangementa  are  being  made  to  drive 
[he  rt'bete  away  from  Louieiaoa 

I  am,  6ir,  very  reapect fully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rtar-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittissippi  Sqnadron. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  af  the  Navy,  Watkington,  D.  C. 


Morgan'*  raid  into  Indiana — terricei  of  the  gvnboati  under  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Le  Roy  Fitch. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flao-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  AtiguH  18,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eaclose  herewith  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Le  Boy  Fitch  in  regard  to  the  late  Uoi^an  raid  iu  Indiana. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear- Admiral,  Cora'dg  Miitiuippi  Squadron. ' 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellies, 

Secretary  of  the  Natty,  Washington,  D.  C. 


K'port  o/  LiiultiKml  Commander  Lt  Rag  Fikh. 

United  Statbs  Steamer  UouaE, 

Buffington  Island,  July  19,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  since  my  last  reports  regarding  Morgan, 
I  have  followed  on  up  the  river,  keeping  on  hie  right.  In  some  instanccB  I  waa 
compelled  to  get  out  warps  lo  get  over  the  falls,  shoals,  and  swift  water,  but  I 
had  determined  to  cut  bim  off  at  all  hazards. 

This  morning  I  bad  the  good  fortune  to  intercept  him  just  above  this  island, 
m.'iking  for  the  river  and  attempting  to  ford.  I  at  once  engaged  him,  drove 
him  from  the  banks,  and  captured  two  pieces  of  hio  artillery,  a  portion  of  his 
baggage  train,  horses,  amall-arme,  &c.  During  this  time  General  Judah  was 
|.rw»iug  on  his  lear. 

He  did  not  engage  ns  over  an  bonr.  when  hia  forces  broke  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion, throwing  away  their  arms  and  clothing  and  taking  to  the  hille ;  a  portion, 
however,  moved  up  along  the  bank  in  hasty  retreat,  but  I  followed  them  so 
closely  that  they  soon  broke  and  disappeared  up  the  ravines  and  over  the  hills. 
In  this  column  mrtving  up  along  the  bank  were  several  buggies  and  carriages, 
which  were  abandoned  to  us.  One  of  the  carriages,  in  which  Morgan  waa  said 
to  be  riding,  was  upset  by  one  of  our  shells  and  both  horses  dii^abled.  The- 
road  along  the  bank  was  literally  strewn  with  his  plunder,  such  as  cloth,  boots, 
sho<-s,  small-arms,  and  the  like,  but  I  had  not  time  to  land  and  take  possessiotk 
of  these  things,  as  I  wished  to  keep  on  np  the  river  with  the  remnant  of  biB 
scattered  band,  knowing  that  General  Judah  would  look  out  fur  those  lef^  m 
the  rear.  About  fifteen  miles  above  this  point  I  again  fell  in  with  another  por- 
tion of  his  forces  fording.  The  current  was  so  very  swifi  and  the  channel  bo 
narrow  that  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  get  within  range  of  them.  As 
soon  as  possible  I  opened  tire  on  them,  killing  two  and  causing  many  of  the 
horses  to  leave  tbeir  riders  in  the  water.  Some  had  already  got  across,  but 
many  put  back  and  again  took  np  the  river.  ^~>  ■ 
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It  was  reported  attcrwards  that  Boine  twenty-five  or  tliirly  were  drowned.  I 
left  Ptiiniling  on  both  banks  some  fifteen  or  twenty  horses  witbout  ridere,  but 
had  not  time  to  etop  for  theto.  Pui>hing  on  up  the  river,  1  again  saw  another 
eqiiad  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  erossiug,  but  could  not,  in  coneeijuence  of 
very  shoal  and  swift  water,  get  within  range  of  them  till  they  bad  crofleed. 

Having  reached  as  high  as  it  wan  safe  for  me  to  venture  at  thia  stage  of 
water,  am)  the  river  siill  falling,  I  dropped  down  below  Uuffington  inland,  where 
I  will  remHiii  till  morning,  and  then  proceed  below  Leertast  Fall?. 

Although  1  eould  get  but  two  vesseh  (the  Moose  and  Alleghany  Belle)  in  the 
engngenicnt  to-doy,  owing  to  the  numerous  shoals  and  i-hape  of  the  river,  yet  I 
can  testify  to  the  energetic,  prompt,  and  efficient  part  the  officers  and  crews  of 
tlic  steamers  Reindeer,  Saumkey,  Victory,  and  Springfic-ld  look  iu  the  chase. 

The  ij^ccrs  ai^d  crew  of  this  vessel  and  the  Alleghany  Belle  acted  in  the 
most  coinmendabfe  manner,  and  alihough  many  of  them  had  never  before  boeu 
under  fire,  they  did  their  duly  well. 

1  know  not  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  but  am  told  the 
enemy  suffered  severely,  and  ihat  nearly  the  entire  force  was  captured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob<.'dient  servant, 

LE  BOY  FITCH,  Lieut.  Com'dr. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Purtek, 

Commanding  Miaaittippi  Squadron. 


CoMfiimenlnrji  iMtn  front  Generatt  BarnMe  axd  Cm, 

Mississippi  SauAURoN,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Augtiti  10,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  telegrams  received  from 
Generals  Bnrnside  and  Ooi,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  gunboats  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch. 

1  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Missixiippi  S^uadrom- 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waihtngton,  D.  C. 


Cincinnati,  July  31,  1863. 
Sir;  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficient  services 
performed  by  the  gunboats  of  the  Upper  Ohio  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  Lc  Roy  Fitch,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels  under  John 
H.  Morgan.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  naval  department  at  ibis 
place  for  the  promptness  and  energy  manifested  in  this  movement.  I  would 
also  gladly  bear  testimony  to  the  faultless  and  efficient  sen'iceB  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter A.  H.  Bowcn,  wliose  hearty  and  energetic  co-operation  in  this  pursuit,  and, 
in  fact,  every  movement  of  his  connected  with  the  navy  since  1  first  asaumed 
command  of  this  department,  has  been  attended  with  most  beneficial  results. 
The  brilliant  success  which  has  attended  the  joint  operations  of  the  army  and 
navy  in  this  movement,  gives  abundant  evidence  of  the  good  feeling  betweeu 
theso  two  efficient  arms  of  the  service,  and  promises  much  for  the  future  euccea$ 
of  all  such  operations. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE,  Major  General. 
Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  Mistitiippi  Fleet. 
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CrNciNNATr,  OAio,  July  31,  1863. 
Sir:  I  lake  pleasure  in  stating  officially  tbe  high  appreciation  I  have  of  the 
Becviees  of  tbe  gunboats  of  the  Upper  Ohio  squadron,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Le  Roy  Fitch,  during  the  late  operationa  agnirel  tbe  force  of  the  rebel  General 
Morgan.  Tbe  activity  and  energy  with  which  the  squadron  was  used  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  rccroasing  the  Ohio,  and  to  aesist  in  his  capture,  were  worthy 
of  the  highest  praise.  I  ali^onm  glad  to  have  tlieopporlunity  of  acknowledging 
the  rnluablc  servicer  rendered  by  Acting  Maator  A.  H.  Bowcn,  in  charge  of  the 
naval  reodezTous  here,  wlioae  zeal  in  every  work  which  could  make  the  navy 
efficient  in  its  co-operation  with  our  troops  has  been  most  beneficial  to  the 
united  services.  The  mutual  good  underHtanding  thus  iibown  promiscB  much 
for  the  sncceBB  of  nil  futare  joint  operations. 

Very  reapectfulljl  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX.  Brigadier  Genrral. 
Bear-Admiral  PoaTBR, 

Commanding  Miuiuippi  Squadron. 


Congralulalorg  Utter  to  Lieutr»a*t  Covmander  he  Roy  Fitch. 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt,  July  27,  1863. 
Sis  :  Since  your  attachment  to  the  MisBissippi  squadron,  it  has  been  gratify- 
iog  to  the  department  to  observe  the  commendable  zeal,  as  shown  by  reports  to 
it,  displayed  by  you  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  with  which  you  were  intrusted. 
In  atFording  convoy  on  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers,  in  punishing 
and  dispersing  tbe  guerilla  hands  which  infested  ihe  hanks  of  those  streams,  and 
in  your  timely  and  important  assistance  to  the  garrison  of  Fort  Dunetson,  when 
attacked  on  the  3d  of  February  last,  by  the  rebels  under  General  Wheeler  and 
others,  you  have  acted  with  promptnesa  and  reflected  credit  on  the  naval  service. 
Your  recent  pursuit  of  the  flying  guerilla  Morgan — following  him  upwards  of 
five  hundred  miles,  intercepting  him  and  frustrating  htm  in  his  attempt  to  recrOBS 
the  Ohio,  capturing  his  train,  a  portion  of  hia  guns,  and  routing  his  hand,  all  of 
which  materially  crippled  hia  strength,  and  led  to  hie  final  capture,  givce  addi- 
tional evidence  of  your  zeal  and  ability,  and  reflects  additional  credit  on  tbe 
sen- ice  and  youraelf. 

The  department  takes  pleasttre  in  expressing  its  appreciation  of  your  merito- 
rious services,  and  thanks  you  and  those  under  your  command  for  your  many 
blows  to  the  rebellion  and  active  measnres  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Uaioa.  ■ 
Very  respectfiilly,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Lieut.  Com'dr  Lb  Roy  Fitch,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Mooie,  Miitiaaippi  Squadron. 


Expedition  up  White  river,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  G.  M.  Bache. 

Missi.ssippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  Cairo.  Avg«»t  2i,  1863. 
StR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Bache  in  relation  to 
the  White  river  expedition.    The  report  is  interesting,  showing  the  condition  of 
otfaird  in  that  region  of  country,  where  the  rebels  must  have  been  much  surpr^eAj. 
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to  Bce  our  gunboatit.  Lieutenant  Bache  aleo  aenda  notice  that  Lieutenant  Dan- 
nington  (captured  in  command  of  Arkausaa  Post)  is  fitting  out,  nt  Little  Rock, 
the  Pontcliartrain,  the  last  ram  the  rebels  have  in  these  wnt«r9.  1  chall  be  glad 
to  Bee  her  this  side  of  the  shoals  that  have  prevented  us  from  reaching  her  here- 
tofore. 

Very  respectfiillv,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POftTER, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  Mittitfippi  Sguadrin. 
Hon.  GiDBOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ktport  of  LieKUmanl  Cammandtr  Q.  M.  Badu, 

United  States  Stkamsb  Lraington. 

Clarendon,  August  16,  1SC3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  ypBterday,  after  an 
entirely  auccesBful  expedition  of  three  daya  with  this  boat,  the  Cricket,  and 
Hai-mora. 

At  Dee  Arc,  our  first  stopping  place,  we  burnt  a  large  warehouse  filled  with 
confederate  corn,  meal,  &c.,  destroyed  the  telegraph  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  and 
obtained  some  information  that  we  wanted  from  the  citizens,  three  of  whi-m  1 
seized  and  brought  down  to  General  Davidson. 

The  second  morning,  having  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  Little  Red  river,  a 
narrow  and  tortuous  tributary  of  the  While,  1  sent  the  Cricket  up  after  tbir 
steamers  Tom  Gregg  [Suggs]  and  Knekaskia,  (which  1  had  reason  to  believi* 
were  hid  up  there,)  while  with  the  Marmora  and  this  vesitel  proceeded  on  to 
Augusta,  thirty  miles  further,  and  seventy-five  miles  from  Jacksonport. 

Here  my  information  as  to  the  rebel  army  was  confirmed,  and  one  object  t4 
the  expedition  accomplished.  The  grand  southeru  army  wos  concentrating  ai 
Brownsville,  intendine  to  make  their  line  of  defence  on  Bayou  monntMiu^- 
Price  waa  there,  and  Kirby  Smith  in  Little  Rock ;  Marmaduke  had  Tecri>Ff''ii 
the  White  some  days  bclbri.-,  and  was  then  crossing  Little  Red.  Uaviog 
received  this  information,  I  pushed  down  stream  again,  and  leaving  the  ManoiTi 
off  the  mouth,  went  up  the  Little  Red  with  the  Lexington.  When  about  tweiitv- 
five  miles  up,  and  nearly  as  high  as  we  could  go,  we  met  the  Cricket  with  In-: 
two  prizes,  which  she  had  captured  at  Scurcy,  fiiteen  miles  further  on.  !*ln' 
also  destroyed  there  Marmaduke's  ponloou  bridge,  leaving  a  portion  of  hit 
brigade  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  When  a  few  miles  above  us  the  Crictrt 
had  been  fired  into  by  a  portion  of  Marmaduke's  men,  when  seveml  soldiers 
(of  whom  we  carried  up  about  one  hundred  and  fifty)  and  Mr.  Morehead,  of  ib' 
Cricket,  were  wounded.  After  meeting  her,  about  dusk,  we  were  all  iig»ii- 
attacked  by  sharpshooters,  without  any  damage,  however.  Caplaiu  Laugthunt 
I  cannot  thank  too  much  fur  his  zeal,  efficiency,  and  judgment,  wii  only  on  ihi' 
occasion,  but  ever  since  under  my  command. 

With  the  prizes  were  captured  the  enclosed  list  of  prisoners,  fourteen  bales  "f 
cotton,  three  horses,  and  a  few  arms. 

The  Tom  Gregg  i^  a  fine  little  aide-wheel  boat,  and  I  think  would  makf  .la 
excellent  light -draught  gunboat  for  these  rivers. 

The  Kaskaskia,  also  a  aide-wheel,  though  a  somewhat  older  boat,  has  ftili .'. 
good  hull.  For  the  present,  having  ofiicered  and  manned  them,  and  pal  a  h'>»- 
itzer  on  each,  I  shall  retain  them  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  who  «re  much  ii. 
need  of  transporta  all  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  White  and  Liitlt  K"-- 
ae  far  as  we  went.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  on  the  one,  and  forty  on  lit 
'Other,  we  found  the  isolated  farmera  glad  to  see  us,  and  many  Unioii  deDii>ii- 


ARMORED  VESSELS.  567 

stratioDB  wer«  made.     I  Am  Mtisfiod  the  people  here  would  be  glad  to  see  na  in 
posBession. 

Tbe  capture  of  the  two  hoate,  the  only  means  of  transportation  the  rebels 
had  on  this  river,  is  a  severe  blow  to  them  ;  and,  at  this  time,  the  boats  can  be 
made  of  great  service  to  us. 

Going  up  the  river  we  wore  not  at  all  molested;  but  coming  down  were  fired 
on  with  smalt  arms  from  almost  every  available  spot,  though  by  no  very  large 
Dumber  of  men. 

The  river  is  still  high,  though  falling  at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  inches  in 
forty-eight  honrs. 

I  shall  send  the  Lexington  down  to-morrow.  The  Marmora,  Cricket,  and 
Borneo  are  all  leaking  severely,  and  otherwise  out  of  repair. 

The  advance  division  of  General  Steele's  command  arrived  yesterday.  I  have 
no  doubt  our  army  will  be  able  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  line  of  defence  on 
Bayon  monntuns  into  Texas. 

£iicloeed  I  Iiand  the  report  of  Captain  I^ngthome,  of  the  Cricket. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
GEOEGE  M.  BACHE, 
hieutenant,  Comd'g  White  Rieer  Expedition. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  I).  Portbb, 

Commanding  Mi»ti$*ippi  SqModron. 


R^vrti^  Adhig  Vountttr  iMVlmanl  A,  R  Ling'liomt. 

L'mted  States  Steamer  Cricket, 

Augutt  15,  1663. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  op  Little  Red  river  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  About  ten  miles  up  I  hailed  some  men  on  the  bank,  inquiring  of  them  if 
the  steamers  Suggs  and  Kaskaskia  were  up  the  river.  They  said  one  (if  them 
had  passed  a  short  time  before.  I  continued  on  up,  saw  enmc  rebel  pickets  at 
"West  Point,  and  made  further  inquiries  about  the  steamboats,  which  satisfied 
me  they  were  up  the  river.  We  arrived  at  Scurcy's  landing  at  2  o'clock  p.  m., 
and  the  two  ateamere,  the  Thomas  Suggs  and  Kaskaskia.  I  landed  the  infantry, 
and  put  officers  on  hoard  the  steamers;  had  them  fired  up  ready  to  start.  The 
rebels  had  a  fine  pontoon  bridge  built  across  the  river,  which  I  effectually 
destroyed.  We  then  left  for  down  river.  At  3  o'clock  took  on  fourteen  hales 
of  cotton  on  our  way.  As  we  arrived  near  West  Point  we  were  fired  upon  by 
tlie  rebel  sharpshooters ;  the  engagement  lasted  about  an  hour,  wounding  nine 
of  our  men,  one  mortally,  (since  died.)  Mr.  Morehcad  was  piloting  the  Kas- 
kaskia',  he  stood  at  the  wheel  nobly  until  disabled;  he  received  two  shots,  and 
ftrll.  Mr.  Lightner  was  pilot  of  the  Suggs.  Durmg  the  engagement  he  stood 
at  hia  post  without  flinching.  Mr.  Claycomb,  pilot  of  the  Cricket,  also  showed 
great  bravery  and  coolness.  Surgeon  Bodman,  although  sick,  attended  to  the 
wounded  with  much  credit.  Every  officer  and  man  deserves  great  praise  for 
the  manner  in  which  ihey  discharged  their  duties. 
Very  lespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  LANGTHORNE, 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy,  Com'dg  U.  S.  S  Cricket. 
Gbobqe  W.  Bachb, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  While  Ricer  Sqitadron. 
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Affair*  OH  Red  river. — Capture  of  rebel  paymattert  and  evrreney. 

Mississippi  Squadrun^, 
Flag-Ship  General  Lyon*,  off  Cairo,  Seplember  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  juBt  returned  from  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  where  I  Tent  to  ^f 
what  coutd  he  done  to  co-operate  with  Genernl  Banks.  Ah  I  knew  beforehand, 
the  river  was  quite  dry  in  places,  and  a  dry  bar  formed  acruM  the  head  of  (.lid 
river.  All  I  could  do  wa§  to  plant  three  guna  on  ecowe — a  100-pounder  riSe, 
a  X-incb,  and  a  IX-inch — clo»e  to  the  bar  to  command  the  entrance  to  the 
Atehafalaya.  This  will  prevent  Eteamcra  paHsiug  to  and  fro.  If  the  military 
officers  would  confer  with  me  a  little  mure  freely,  I  could  give  tbcni  hydro- 
graphic  information  which  they  cannot  get  cliiewhere,  and  enable  tlirm  to  time 
thtsir  expeditions  Bo  that  tbey  may  have  naval  cO'Opctation. 

The  veesele  at  the  mouth  of  Red  river  were  unable  to  enter  and  co-operate 
with  the  army  at  the  attack  on  Harrisonburg.  The  rebels  blew  up  the  norka 
as  our  troops  advanced,  and  ect  fire  to  the  casemates ;  they  also  destroyed  all 
their  ammunition,  which  ends  the  stronghold  on  the  Washita.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  the  guns  were  not  brought  away,  except  two  field-pieces,  or  destroyed. 

The  river  below  seems  quiet.  There  has  oeen  but  one  attempt  made  lo 
obstruct  commerce  or  transportation.  A  body  of  guerillas,  five  hunarcd  strong, 
on  tbe  30tb  August,  attacked  the  gunboat  Champion  from  behind  the  levee, 
while  she  was  convoying  a  body  of  troops  below.  The  troops  parsed  on  Mfply, 
and  the  Champion  stopped  and  fought  the  rebels  until  she  made  iheui  reili^, 
losing  some  of  tbcir  men,  report  says  fifty-seven.  They  have  not  been  heard 
of  since,  excepting  that  they  were  falling  back  on  Alexandria,  General  Herron 
having  given  chase  to  them  with  bis  division.  The  only  way  to  keep  guerillas 
down  is  to  chase  tbcm  up  with  troopa.  Gunboata  can  ouly  drive  tliem  away 
temporarily. 

Aa  I  came  up  I  overtook  a  part  of  the  marine  brigade,  under  Colouel  Cmry. 
He  reported  to  me  that  he  had  just  captured  at  Bolivar  three  rebel  paymaster! 
with  two  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  confederate  moupy  to  pay 
off  the  soldiers  at  Little  Rock.  He  also  captured  tbe  escort,  cousistiug  lif 
tbirty-five  men. 

This  will  not  improve  the  dissatisfaction  now  exiating  in  Price'a  army  ;  and 
the  next  news  we  hear  will  be  that  General  Steele  has  posseeaion  of  Little 
Rock.  The  gunboats  pick  up  deserters  every  day,  who  say  that  the  rebeb 
don't  intend  to  fight  in  Arkansas ;  and  that  with  propel  steps  Arkansas  will  W 
in  the  Union  again  in  forty  days. 

Lieutenant  Baclie  captured  a  Colonel  Matock,  who  was  on  a  conscripttt<D 
expedition,  and  it  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  all  tbe  people. 
•  «••*«•«■• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathinglott,  D.  C. 


Expedition  to  Red  river. — Detlniction  of  rebel  Ueamert. 

UlSSISSIPPI  SUI'ADRO.N, 

Flag-Skip  Black  Hawk,  Cairo,  October  17,  1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  of  October  Acting  VoloDlnr 
Lieutenant  James  B.  Couthouy,  having  received  information  thu  a  rvbel  stauncr 
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wan  tied  up  to  the  bunk  on  Bed  river,  Qtti'd  out  an  expedition  under  cliarge  of 
Acting  Cli it f  Engineer  Thomas  Doughty,  with  twenty  men,  and  Mr.  Hnbbs,  who 
ci-oseed  over  from  the  MiEHis^ippi  to  Ked  river,  and  after  great  labor  in  getting 
through  the  entanglements  of  the  buiihcs  and  other  undergrowth,  Ur.  Doughty'e 
party  got  a  sight  oC  the  Bteamer  lying  at  the  bank. 

Ue  managed  to  get  up  to  her  and  capture  licr.  A  few  momeute  nAcrwarde 
he  was  enabled  to  capture  another  one,  and  fonnd  himself  in  poHeession  of  two 
BteameiB  and  nine  prisoners,  one  of  the  prisoners  an  aid  to  the  rebel  General 
Taylor.  I'he  rebul  officer  had  been  sent  up  expressly  for  the  loet  steamer,  the 
Fulton,  (a  very  fine  boat,)  tu  ferry  some  troops  across  the  Atchafalaya,  and  the 
other  was  one  of  the  few  boats  the  rebels  coi^d  get  provisions  by  from  the  sea- 
board. 

Mr.  Doughty,  finding  he  could  not  get  the  Btcamers  over  the  bar  and  out  of 
Red  river,  set  fire  to  them,  and  burnt  them  up. 

This  is  a  great  loas  to  the  rebels  at  this  moment,  as  it  cuts  off  their  means  of 
operating  across  that  part  of  Atchafalaya  where  they  lately  came  over  to  attack 
Morganzia.  This  capture  will  deter  others  from  coming  down  Red  river.  The 
affair  was  well  managed,  and  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  expedition 
deserve  great  credit  for  the  share  they  took  in  it, 

1  enclose  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Doughly'a  report. 

I  ani,  sir,  very  rcBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rtar-Admiral. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Sfcretary  of  the  Navy,   Wathimgton. 


BijioH  if  AcUfg  Cliiff  Engnutr  Thoaai  IKag^jf. 

United  States  Steambb  Osaqk, 

Of  Mrs.  Jontee't,  October  7,  1863. 
SfR :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I,  with  a  party  of  twenty  men,  with  the' 
aBsiataoce  of  Mr.  ilobbs,  started  for  Red  river  this  morning.  Arriving  at  Red 
river,  I  could  see  uo  signs  of  a  steamboat.  I  divided  the  p4rty,  sending  eight 
men  down  the  river  to  look  into  the  bend  below,  and  with  twelve  Started  up  the 
river.  When  we  had  travelled  abont  half  a  mile  I  saw  the  chimneys  of  a 
Bteainer.  The  woods  were  found  so  dense  that  we  could  not  penetrate  them, 
and  the  only  alternative  was  to  advance  in  sight.  The  steamer  was  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  I  feared  those  on  board  might  see  us  in  time  to 
eHcape  before  we  were  near  enough  to  use  our  rides.  No  one  saw  us,  and  we 
chose  a  spit  opposite  her,  wbers  we  could  see  any  one  who  attempted  to  escape. 
I  hailed  her ;  two  men  were  seen  to  run  forward  and  diiiappear.  I  directed 
three  files  on  the  right  to  fire.  The  fire  brought  the  men  out,  and  at  my  com- 
mand they  brought  to  my  side  of  the  river  two  skiffs  which  belonged  to  the 
boat.  I  waa  about  to  embark  a  party  to  burn  her,  when  I  heard  a  steamboat 
descending  the  river.  I  ordered  the  men  out  of  sight,  behind  a  large  log  and 
tiome  bushes,  and  in  two  minutes  I  saw  a  steamer  round  the  point  above.  I 
waited  until  she  was  within  400  yards,  and  showed  myself,  and  ordered  her  to 
stop.  She  did  so,  and  I  found  myself  in  [lossesaion  of  nine  prisoners  and  two- 
steamboats.  1  knew  1  could  not  get  them  out  of  the  river,  and  I  ordered  the 
destmetiou  of  the  first  one  captured,  named  the  Argus,  and  embarked  on  board 
the  second,  the  Robert  Fultou,  and  steamed  down  Ui  the  landing  where  I  first 
Btnick  the  river,  where  I  ordered  her  to  be  set  on  lire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  she 
wns  one  mass  of  fiame.  She  waa  the  better  vessel  of  the  two,  and  was  valued 
by  her  owner  at  S7o,000,  Neither  of  thein  had  any  cai^  on  board.  1  captured 
fill  the  officers  of  the  boats,  and  one  first  lieutenant  in  tlie  confederate  army,  and 
three  negmes. 
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Namet  of  ogtcert  of  ihc  Argv*. — Captain  George  Fraeer,  Chief  Engineer 
Jamee  Goodwin. 

A'flmr*  of  the  offirrrs  of  the  Robert  fa/^oN.— Captain  J.  F.  Saunders.  Chief 
Engineer  A.  S.  Auld,  Mate  Willium  Kelly,  Tiiot  William  C.  Smith.  Firet  As- 
aiBtant  Engineer  G.  W.  Chapman,  Carpenter  J.  Chataigner. 
Name  of  army  officer. — First  Lieutenant  J.  M,  Avery. 
Arm*  taken. — 1  Enfield  liHe,  2  double-barrelled  shot-gUDB,  2  rcvolveni. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  DOUGHTY. 

Acting  Chief  Engineer. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  .T.  P.  Couthouv,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  Stalet  Steamer  Otuge. 

Jontee'e,  or  Gentry's,  is  about  three  mile?  below  Union  Point. 

J.  P.  COUTHOUY,   Commanding. 


Attack  upon  General  Dana  at  Morganzia. — Co-operation  of  the  nanj 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Flag-Ship  Blark  Hawk,  Cairo,  October  IS,  1SG3. 
S[R :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Lieutenant 
dommander  James  P.  Foster,  commanding  second  district  of  this  squadron,  iu 
relation  to  operittions  in  his  district. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  Gedbo.n  Wbli-es, 

Secretary  of  the  Nari/,  WiithingU/n,  D.  C. 


Brpni  of  Li-ulrnani  G^innander  J/tmti  P.  Fuilt- 

Unitbd  States  Sthambr  Lafavbtte, 

Morganzia.  September  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  the  advanced  guard  of  General  Dana  was  attacked  by  Gen- 
eral Green  some  five  or  six  miles  from  Morganzia,  nod  we  lost  about  four  hno- 
dred  and  fifty  (450)  men  in  priiionera,  killed,  and  wounded. 

1  immediately  went  up  to  Morganzia  with  the  Kenwood,  to  co-operate  with 
Getieinl  Dana,  and  the  arrival  of  the  gunboats  was  hailed  by  their  forces  with 
perfect  delight. 

On  the  following  doy  I  moved  up  the  Lafayette,  and  have  no  doubt  by  tliif 
means  the  enemy  were  deterred  from  attacking  General  Dana  in  his  position  si 
Morganzia,  aa  they  had  about  four  brigades  to  do  it  with,  while  our  forces  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  Gftoeii  hundred.  1  shall  return  to-morrow  with  ibr 
Lafayette  to  Bayou  Sara,  leaving  the  Signal  and  Neosha  at  Mor^ncia. 

We  have  captured  here  and  in  Morganzia  about  eight  or  ten  prisoners,  one 
major,  one  captain,  and  one  lieutenant,  which  I  have  turned  over  to  the  gt*nn«l 
comminding  at  Slorgnnzia.  Everything  below  Bayou  Sara  is  quiet.  ScotI,  iIk 
guerilla,  is  still  outside  of  Bayou  Sara,  doing  pretty  much  as  he  pleftses,  hot 
gives  the  Lafayette  a  wide  berth.  It  is  his  men  that  I  have  been  capturing. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  FOSTER. 
Lien/enant  Commander,  Com'dg  Second  Dittrirt 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mini»$ippi  Squadron.  (^  i 
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MISCEILANEOCS  REPORTS. 


Rear-Admiral  Goldtborovgh'i  npinkm  of  iron-clad*. 

Washinuton  Citv,  February  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  inatrnctionB,  J  beg  tn  submit  the  following  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  iron-clnds : 

Tlie  problem  is  yet,  so  to  speak,  but  inchoate.  In  truth,  the  still  contioued 
snd  startling  developments  in  ordnance  arc  alone  enough  to  keep  it  in  abeyance. 
Tlicy,  in  short,  together  with  the  general  use  of  stcAm  and  the  substitntion  of 
iron  for  wood,  have  completely  ignored  and  consigned  to  history  nuraerons  iilcas 
formerly  regarded  as  fundamental,  and  thus  imposed  a  new  necessity  for  others 
in  their  etead,  many  of  which,  to  sny  the  least,  arc  extremely  perplexing. 
Hence  the  remarkable  state  of  transition  which  now  pervades  the  naval  world. 

Notwitfaatanding  ail  that  has  been  done,  and  the  eiinrmous  expenditures  ia- 
carred,  to  secure  an  invulnerable  hull  throughout,  and  to  guard,  at  llie  same 
time,  against  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  sea  qualities  and  other  essential  attributes, 
but,  at  least,  an  indifferent  Biiccess  has  been  reached  in  any  quarter,  and  thin 
condition  of  things,  coupled  with  an  appreciation  of  the  inherent  difficulties 
involved,  faas  already  induced  some  respectable  mindd  abroad,  if  not  among 
ourselves,  to  despair  of  accomii1ti«hing  much  more.  The  efficiency  or  intrinsic 
worth  of  an  iron-clad,  intended  for  Uie  ocean  or  for  coast  purposes,  is  to  be 
estimated  according  to  her  strength  throughout  crtry  part  of  the  hull,  her  sea 
^aalities,  the  disposition  and  character  of  her  battery,  and  the  ability  of  its  ui>e 
in  all  cases  of  figliiing  weather;  the  efficiency  of  height  of  her  deck  above  the 
water  to  resist  the  vaulting  efforts  of  a  spoon-bowed  opponent ;  the  substantive 
protection  afforded  by  lier  plating ;  her  capacity  to  move  rapidly  and  turn 
qaickly  ;  her  space  for  requisite  nccommodation'^j  and  (pardon  the  word)  her 
babitability. 

These  nre  the  essential  properties  that  constitute  the  offensive  and  defensive 
powers  of  the  vessel,  and  all  of  them  bear  so  intimately  upon  efficiency  that  no 
one  of  them  can  be  disregarded  or  neglected  with  impunity.  To  unite  them 
all  in  one  hull,  with  sufficient  harmony,  is  the  problem  in  view,  and,  I  repeat, 
it  is  one  yet  to  be  solved. 

The  Warrior,  the  chrf  d'aunre  of  iron-clads,  in  the  minds  of  some,  has  been 
produced,  but  it  is  vain  to  claim  for  her  the  renown  of  embodying  its  solution, 
when  we  are  told,  unquestionably,  that  she  rolls  in  a  sea-way  38  degrees,  and 
when  we  know  that  the  ditto  of  her  sidc^  has  been  both  penetrated  and 
smashed  readily ;  that  her  extremities  are  unguarded,  and  that  her  capacity  to 
turn  quickly  depends  upon  the  efforts  of  a  solitary  screw  acting  upon  her  great 
length. 

Apart  from  the  consideration  of  the  effect  of  plating  npon  sea  qualities,  strain 
of  bottom,  dec,  costly  and  carefully  conducted  experiments  affonl  us  no  hope 
that  a  sea-going  vessel-of-war  cau  be  covered  with  iron  ihrongkout  her  vulner- 
able parts,  80  ae  to  render  her  pri>')f  against  the  penetration  of  rifle  projectiles 
at  even  a  tolerably  near  fighting  distance,  or  against  the  still  more  destructive 
effecta  of  large  round  shot,  impinging  with  higli  velocity. 

It  is  very  clear  that  no  vessel  confined  to  rational  dimensions  can  support, 
thrnughont  her  exposed  parts,  more  than  a  very  limited  thickness  of  iron  pluting ; 
and,  already,  a  greater  thickness  perhaps  than  she  can  thne  support,  and  still 
remain  fit  for  the  ocean,  has  been  penetrated  even  by  shells,  under  certain  favor- 
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able  conditions.  Tbey,  at  any  rate,  when  of  great  size  and  with  large  bunting 
charges,  have  been  made  to  penetrate  a  thickness  of  at  least  five  and  a  haU 
inches,  and  to  do  destructive  smasliing  work  besides.  But  it  should  be  bome 
in  mind  that  penetration  is  not  indispensable  to  the  destruction  of  either  plates 
or  vessel.  Any  iron  plate  that  can  be  applied  to  n  vessel — indeed,  I  might 
perhaps  aay  any  that  can  be  forged — can  ue  smashed  to  pieces  by  tbe  ronnd 
shot,  if  not  ahells,  of  a  powerfurgun  ;  and,  agaiu.  any  iron  Teasel  certainly  can 
bo  sunk  by  such  proiectiles  in  the  absence  of  entire  penetration  on  the  part  of 
any  of  them.  The  blows  received  must  uecussariiy  be  expended  npon  her — 
must  be  taken  up  by  her — and,  ultimately,  their  cSect  in  the  wsy  of  vibration 
would  be  to  broi^  her  fastenings  of  rivets,  and  thus  produce,  beyond  qneation, 
I  think,  a  destructive  leak,  more  especially  if  delivered  from  n  concentrated 
broadside  of  such  guns  egaiu»t  a  Tesael  with  a  thin  or  weak  bottom,  in  comparison 
with  her  upper  works.  The  strength  of  bottom,  compared  with  that  of  upper 
works,  of  an  ordinary  wooden  vcKeel,  is  much  greater  than  it  is  or  can  be  in 
any  iron-clad  ;  yet,  it  in  obvious  that  no  vessel  re<]uires  such  absolute  strength, 
in  this  particular,  as  the  latter.  It  is  a  feature  of  vital  importance,  and  one. 
therefore,  deserving  the  most  serious  alteutioa. 

The  destruction  of  plates  by  the  process  of  smashing  would  undoabtedly 
result  far  more  disastrously  to  the  vessel  than  though  they  were  simply  pene- 
trated by  non-ex  plosive  projectiles,  or  rifle  bolts,  elsewhere  than  below  the 
water-line. 

Iron  conveys  vibration  with  wonderful  facility,  and  ia  therefore  regarded  a^ 
a  perfect  conductor  in  this  respect ;  and,  hence,  a  leak  in  the  bottom  of  ao 
iron-clad  once  produced,  as  mentioned,  cod  Id  scarcely  fail  to  Hpread  itself  rapidly, 
and  thus,  in  all  probability,  consign  her  to  the  bottom  either  during  a  content 
or  no  great  while  afterwards. 

The  Weehawken  had  been  struck  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  limed  by 
the  projectiles  of  the  enemy  up  to  the  time  of  her  sinking  in  the  hari>or  of 
Charleston,  a  few  weeks  after  her  last  engagement,  and  it  would  be  well.  I 
think,  to  ascertain,  on  her  recovery,  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster.  It  may  h»vt 
proceeded  from  vibration  produced  by  shot. 

If  any  solid  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  iron  plating  applied  to  a  t"':i-going 
vessel — any  benefit  commensurate  with  its  cost  and  probable  efficacy — it  is  quite 
apparent  (o  ray  mind  that  it  is  only  to  be  done  by  limiting  its  use  to  her  mifet 
vitally  exposed  parts,  and  having  it  of  such  practicable  thicknesa  as  to  secure 
immunity  in  those  places  against  the  explosive  effect  of  shells  gcuerally,  and 
aguiust  the  damaging  effect  of  other  projectiles  striking  obliqnely,  or  other*  i^ 
unfavorably  to  the  iitaterinl  injury  of  iron;  and  the  vessel  so  provided,  wben 
required  to  perform  fighting  service  in  harbors  or  rivers,  might  have  chain  cabkf 
faked  over  the  unplated  parts  of  her  hull  as  a  temporary  expedient.  In  cmi- 
nexion  with  this  way  of  using  plates,  effi^'tive  water-tight  bulkheads  are  indis- 
pensable. A  hull  arranged  after  this  fashion,  with  turrets  for  the  battery,  it,  1 
conceive,  about  all  that  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  plating  with  iron,  consist- 
ently with  all  the  coosiderations  involved ;  and  even  this  would  be  of  hut  poor 
account  unless  the  other  elements  of  efficiency  mentioned  above  were  only 
secured. 

Among  those  elements  is  that  of  celerity  in  turning,  and  as  it  is  a  point  to 
whicli  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  given  hitherto,  I  wish  to  impre^  mr 
convictions  in  regard  to  it. 

Every  iron-clad,  as  a  matter  of  course,  should  be  an  unexceptionable  ram : 
or,  in  other  words,  susceptible  herself  of  being  used  as  a  projectile.  Thi?, 
however,  cannot  be  the  case  unleea  she  can  be  directed  with  a  great  degive  ■il_ 
promptness  to  any  desired  quarter,  or  turned  « ith  every  di-grei"  of  quickiirs* 
necessary.  But  celerity  in  turning  is  not  to  be  estimated  only  by  the  advanlaur? 
it  gived  in  offensive  movements,  for  it  is  also  of  the  greatest  consequence  la 
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dercnaive  operations,  and,  as  an  instance,  it  confers  tlio  power  to  pariy,  g(;ncr- 
ally,  the  iuU>nded  blow  of  an  antagonist  ram,  if  not  to  avoid  it  altogcllinr 
frequently.  The  offensive  and  defensive  qualities  of  a  veescl-of-war  are  so 
inseparably  connected  that  each,  generally,  if  not  always,  constitutes  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  otiier.     They,  in  fact,  occupy  a  Siamese  relation. 

In  regarding  the  value  of  celerity  in  tiinjing.  it  may  be  well  to  consider  the 
fact  tlint  it  ia  utterly  idle  to  attempt  the  coustruclion  of  a  sea  vessel  with  the 
hope  of  rendering  her  able  to  resist  the  blow  of  b  formidable  ram  No  com- 
bination of  auy  matcrialn  known  can  possibly  accomplish  thia  end.  Even  the 
Warrior,  although  a  vessel  of  vast  size  and  enormous  strength,  eould  be  crushed 
by  a  ramming  blow  from  the  Dictator,  as  though  she  were  nothing  more  than 
an  immense  egg.  Indeed,  she  could  be  crashed  to  destmctioD  by  a  blow  of  the 
sort  from  a  vessel  greatl,  inferior  to  the  Dictator  in  momentum.  To  appreciate 
these  assertions  fully,  scarcely  more  is  necessary  than  to  compute  the  momentum 
of  the  Dictator  arising  from  her  weight  of  4,500  tons,  when,  at  her  normal 
draught  of  twenty  feet,  impelled  with  a  velocity  of  fifteen  knots  per  hour,  or 
twenty-five  feet  per  second.  It  sums  up  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  millions 
of  pounds,  and  is,  therefore,  equal,  in  point  of  shock,  to  that  of  a  ball  weighing 
two  hundred  and  fifly-two  thousand  pounds  (more  than  a  quarter  of  a,  million] 
striking  with  a  velocity  of  one  thonsand  feet  per  second  ;  or,  to  that  of  an  iron 
ball,  ten, feet  two  and  three-quarter  inches  in  diameter,  striking  with  that  velocity. 

This  comparison,  it  will  be  perceived,  concerns  only  the  force  of  the  blow. 
Aa  to  whether  the  Teseel  or  ball  would  produce  the  greater  destructive  effect, 
the  very  wedge-shaped  and  cutting  bow  of  the  former,  contrasted  with  the  bluff 
front  the  latter  would  neceasarily  have  to  present,  is,  I  suppose,  enough  to  settle 
the  question. 

To  my  apprehension  the  Dictator,  with  a  velocity  of  fifteen  knots,  on  etriking 
favorably  for  the  purpose  any  sea  vessel  whatever  that  either  now  exists  or  ever 
will  exist,  would  infallibly  cause  her  to  separate  almost  immediately  into  two 
psrta.  Even  an  oblique  blow  from  her  might  work  terrific  results,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  a  direct  one  would  not  be  sufficient  to  split  an  iceberg  of 
formidable  dimensions.  Nor,  judging  from  what  is  known  of  kindred  collisions, 
would  the  probability  of  escaping  disastrous  injury  on  delivering  the  blow 
against  even  a  vessel  of  the  Warrior's  stamp  be  unfavorable  to  the  Dictator,  if 
only  her  bottom  were  much  better  calculated  than  it  is  to  withstand  violent 
vibration,  and  as  strong  as  it  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  have  been  made  to  be  in 
keeping  with  her  massive  and  ponderous  upper  works  and  the  kind  of  service 
she  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  render? 

Bat,  to  return  to  the  point  of  celerity  in  turning,  no  practical  means,  in  my 
judgment,  should  be  neglected,  more  particularly  in  the  construction  of  an  iron- 
clad, to  secure  this  cardinal  quality;  and,  drawing  my  conclusions  from  ex- 
periments that  have  been  made,  and' discussions  that  have  followed  them,  I  am 
induced  to  think  that  the  system  of  turn-screws  and  independent  engines  afforda 
the  very  best  meana  extant  of  accomplishing  the  purpose. 

With  the  some  application  of  power,  it  is  said  to  afford  not  only  a  higher 
velocity  than  the  single  screw,  but  a  vastly  superior  facility  in  turning.  The 
simple  fact  that  backmg  on  one  side,  and  going  ahead  on  the  other,  can  take 
place  simultaneously,  ia  enough  to  settle  the  point.  And  there  is  also  claimed 
for  it  another  great  advantage,  the  facility  of  steering  independently  of  the 
rudder,  or  of  guiding  effectually  when  the  rudder  can  no  longer  be  used,  by 
merely  varying  the  force  of  either  screw  according  to  circumstances.  These  are 
but  the  more  prominent  advfmtagcs  of  the  system.  There  are  others  of  au  in- 
cidental character  which  are  regarded  as  of  consequence,  hut  it  is,  perhaps, 
unnc-cessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  them  on  this  occasion.  I  will  remark,  how- 
ever, that  this  system  of  propulsion  is  extending  itself  in  England,  if  not  else- 
where. 
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Velocity,  involving  ae  it  does  the  capacity  of  prompt  preeentjition  wherever 
required — of  making,  in  effect,  the  veseel  herself  a  terrific  projectile;  nf  luniiiig 
rapidly,  and  of  avoidiDg  hoatile  demonet rations  whenever  Decee^ary — ig  of  tnch 
primary  importance  thnt  an  insufGcienoy  ii  to  be  regarded  as  fatal  to  efficiencj. 
With  regard  to  llie  intereatiog  und  mooted  (^uemion  of  gune  best  aaiteil  for  to 
ron-clad,  which  must  of  neceaaity  be  comparatively  few,  owing  to  the  lup-  pio- 
portion  of  floating  power  abaorbed  in  giving  requisite  stretigUi,  and  by  tlie  ap- 
plication of  plates,  1  am  decidedly  of  the  impression  that,  as  a  verv  pn\tm 
rule,  those  adapted  to  round  shot  are  greatly  to  be  preferred,  provided  Uiey  be 
of  llie  largest  calibre  that  can  be  need  with  facility  and  safety,  and  at  the  Hme 
time  calculated  to  throw  their  shot  with  a  high  initial  velocity ;  and  I  aay  ihit 
because  I  attach  a  much  higher  consequence,  on  the  score  of  general  deitrocltce 
effect,  to  the  smashing  influence  of  solid  niund  shot  than  to  the  boring  le^nlu 
of  rtflu  projectiles,  not  that  I  am  disposed,  however,  by  any  means,  to  ignore 
rifled  guns,  but  that  I  am  inclined  to  a  restriction  of  their  nee,  and  to  makr 
them  the  exception  and  never  the  rnle  either  for  iron-clade  or  any  other  etas»  at 
war  vessel.  In  truth,  the  work  tobedone  should  he  the  criterion  of  choice  brl<r(«B 
the  two,  or  with  regard  to  their  association.  If,  for  instance,  thf  object  to  be 
accomplished  wore  one  on  shore,  within  the  effective  reach  of  the  rifle,  bm 
beyond  that  of  the  smooth-bore,  it  is  clear  that  the  latter  would  be  quite  art- 
less for  the  occasion  ;  but,  on  the  other  band,  if  it  were  assailable  effectually  by 
the  latter,  the  preference,  to  cny  view,  as  a  very  general  thing,  should  be  given  tfi 
it,  using  the  other,  however,  in  a  complementary  way,  or  to  the  extent  ihit 
it  would  probably  facilitate  smashing  by  boring.  Considering,  though,  tW 
general  purposes  an  iron-clad  is  intended  to  subserve,  and  to  answer  the  qar»- 
tion  as  to  the  kind  of  armament  she  should  have  in  general  terms,  I  say,  dD' 
hesitatingly,  give  her  all  smooth-bores  of  the  sort  mentioned  above ;  more 
especially  when  the  necessity  of  the  case  imposes  the  condition  of  a  very  limiinl 
number  of  guns.  An  effective  I'arrott  rifle,  associated  with  smuoth-'borei'  in 
ca^es  where  the  latter  are  not  really  few  in  number,  as  a  permanent  arrang'- 
ment,  would  no  doubt  prove  advantagttous  in  the  general  course  nf  service;  uid 
I  beg  to  state  that  I  distineniBh  this  rifle  purposely  above  all  other*,  becaa*e  1 
believe  it  to  be  by  fer  the  best  for  naval  purposes  that  has  been  produced  br 
any  of  our  projectors,  and  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  that  has  brtn 
produced  elsewhere  of  which  I  have  any  iuformation.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  u 
generally  known  aa  it  should  be,  that  this  gun  admits,  without  the  slight^' 
detriment,  the  free  use  of  round  shot,  an  advantage  of  much  moment  at  timer: 
but  this  is  only  one  among  the  number  of  merits  which  constitute  its  inlriD^ic 
and  distinctive  worth. 

A  difference  of  opinion  also  exists  among  naval  minds,  both  at  home  and  abnuJ. 
as  to  whether  the  better  expedient  is  to  use  the  gnus  of  an  iron-clad  /arrrrr'tr. 
or  in  broadside  porta  under  a  covering  plated  deck.  For  my  own  part,  I  birr 
little  doubt  upon  the  subject,  particularly  if  the  vessel  herself  be  confined,  u 
in  my  judgment  she  ought  to  be,  to  moderate  dimensions — to  such,  in  eftci.  »i- 
with  a  hi^  velocity,  will  offer  sufficient  momentum,  used  as  a  ram,  W»  criL-b 
effectually  any  antagonist  whatever,  capable  of  sea-service ;  and  more  thm 
this,  to  my  apprehension,  is  obviously  worse  than  superfluous. 

The  turret  I  regard  us  decidedly  preferable,  and  mainly  for  these  reawn* : 
it  renders  one  gun  of  a  class  equivalent  to  at  least  two  of  the  same  dispoMJ  >« 
opposite  btoadside  ports,  and  this  with  a  great  reduction  of  crew.  It  admib' 
the  use  of  much  heavier  guns.  It  does  not  necessarily  iuvolve  a  breadth  if 
beam  antagonistic  to  velocity.  It  affords  a  better  protection  to  guns  and  tnra- 
and,  withal,  it  secures  the  fighting  of  guns  longer  in  a  sea-way. 

But,  to  derive  all  the  benefits  from  a  turret  of  which  it  is  ensceptibk,  1 1^ 
tiuite  uersuaded  that  no  fastenings  of  rivets  should  be  used  in  it»  consimcii'* 
'I'he  device  of  a  jacket,  or  interior  lining,  to  prevent  broken  fastenii^  A*^ 
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flying  inwards  injuriously,  ia,  at  beet,  but  aa  incomplete  alternative  ;  for  although 
it  miiy,  and  does  undoubtedly,  answer  that  end,  yet  at  the  same  time  it  conceals 
from  detection  the  great  number  of  those  fastenings  that  are  broken  by  vibra- 
tion, And  do  not  fly  from  their  places,  or  scarcely  start  ut  all ;  and  it  is  very  cvi- 
'  dent  tlint  it  exerts  no  influence  to  check  disintegration  of  the  turret  itself,  occa- 
sioned by  the  effect  of  vibration  in  sundering  rivetH. 

It  is  no  sufficient  answer  to  these  remarks  to  ur^e  the  difficulty  of  construct- 
ing a  competent  turret  without  the  use  of  rivets.  I  am  aware  of  it,  but  still  I 
am  satii^fied  that  it  can  be  overcome  ;  and  furthermore,  that  it  may  heat  an  early 
period,  if  our  nrtisans  are  challenged  and  encowaged  to  the  task.  When  it  ia, 
a  very  snpiTior  order  of  turret  will  result. 

According  10  my  impressiona,  a  giin  of  12,000  pounds  is  about  the  heaviest 
that  can  be  used  to  ndvanUge  in  the  broadndt  portt  of  any  vessel  whatever; 
and  £  would  respectfully  urge  that  one  of  this  weight,  cast  upon  Rodman's 
method,  shaped  eflseutially  according  to  the  form  determined  by  Bomford,  bored 
as  a  IX-inch  in  every  particular,  and  intended  for  a  normal  clmrge  of  powder 
of  twen'y  pound:^,  be  prepared  forthwith,  and  submitted  to  searching  experi- 
ment ;  for  whether  iron-clade  are  or  are  not  to  have  broadside  guns  to  throw  the 
heaviest  round  shot  with  the  highest  velocity  that  circumstances  will  permit, 
other  vessels  will  certainly  require  them  ;  and  as  no  gnu  of  this  character  now 
exists  in  our  navy.  I  lake  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  one  in  view  as  au  at- 
tempt to  fill  the  void. 

Could  the  Cumbcrlnnd  have  thrown  her  solid  IX-inch  shot  with  a  charge  of 
twenty  pounds  of  powder,  and  kept  recoil  under  control,  the  Merrimack,  in  my 
belief,  would  have  fared  very  differeiilly.  It  is  true  she  might  still  have  rammra 
the  former  as  she  did  ;  but  in  lying  ue<ir  at  hand  afterwards,  if  not  in  passing 
by  at  a  close  range  previously,  with  the  view  of  turning  for  tlie  purpose,  her 
protective  plating  would,  I  think,  havu  been  damaj^d  sorely,  and  to  an  extent 
forbidding  further  efforts,  perhaps  compromitting  safety,  and  thus,  probably,  the 
Congr<-s9  and  many  lives,  at  lea^it,  might  have  been  saved,  and  much  subsequent 
annoyance  avoided.  I  nm  not  :>ure  that  the  Cumberland  did  use  in  her  nine-inch 
guns,  generally,  a  charge  of  powder  of  more  than  ten  pounds,  but  I  am  quite 
confldeut  that  she  could  not  have  u^^ed  in  them,  at  any  time  duiiiig  the  action, 
one  of  more  than  thirteen  pniinds — the  maximum  prescribed.  Even  with  the 
charges  she  did  use,  the  Merrimack's  plating  whs  sensibly  injured,  and  all 
that  was  wanting  to  bring  about  the  results  of  which  I  speak  was,  a  material 
incrcace  of  projectile  velocity,  anch  {I  repeat  my  belief)  as  charges  of  twenty 
pounds  of  powder  applied  to  similar  though  considerably  heavier  guns  would 
huve  conferred,  I  am  told,  upon  authority,  that  the  present  IX-inch  guns  are 
capable,  in  strength,  of  throwing  their  solid  shot  with  a  charge  of  twenty 
jiounds  of  powder.  That  they  may  ))e;  but  no  one  of  any  csperience,  I  tiUte 
it,  will  venture  to  advocate  the  use,  with  solid  shot,  of  a  higher  charge  to  thosB 
guna  than  the  one  now  allotted  as  the  maximum;  no  one,  I  am  sure,  who  hafl 
witncrssed  on  board  ship  the  effect  of  the  reenil  of  those  guns  when  fired  for 
awhile  with  solid  shot  and  with  this  maximum  charge.  Nor,  to  sp.-ak  frankly, 
have  I  much  ftuth  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  gun  itsi^lf  to  withstand  a  higher 
charge  with  solid  shot. 

,  i  only  ask  that  a  fair  and  thorough  trial  of  the  gun  I  propose — a  trial  to  de- 
tennine  its  relative  merits,  in  every  respect,  as  a  broadside  gun  to  throw  the 
hi'At'iest  solid  round  shot  with  the  highest  velocity  that  circumstances  will  per- 
mit— may  be  made. 

1  nm  fully  aware  that  the  New  Ironside»  has  now  on  board  still  heavier  guna, 
aud  of  larger  calibre,  carried  broadside-wise — guns  of  16,000  pounds  in  weight 
nnd  eleven  inches  in  calibre — but  I  am  not  aware  that  either  they,  or  their  car- 
riage.*, which  occupy  unavoidably  so  much  Hp:icc,  have  been  subj<;ctBd  continu- 
ously, in  ai]tion  or  at  sea,  to  the  eficct  of  the  use  of  solid  shot,  with  charges  of 
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powJci-  np|iri}acbii)g  oiic-foiirth  the  woiglit  of  the  projectiles.  The  teat  no  drmbt 
wuuld  prnvi!  palpably  uxcl'shlvc  in  miny  respects.  In  all  the  acitons  of  ihU 
vu^^c:l  off  Charleston,  the  rule  with  her,  an  I  uiidc'i-^tantl,  wae  loaded  »helh  with 
corrc?pondine  charjft's;  and  if  slie  ever  has  resorlod  to  Bolid  shot,  with  a  lai^ 
increase  of  cliArge,  I  mn  uuinrornied  of  the  fact. 

As  already  intiin:ili'd.  ii  marked  pause  inuet  occur  in  the  progress  of  ordnance 
before  a  fixed  or  detinitr  concluBion  can  be  reached  as  to  the  relative  immunity 
oblninable  by  iron  plates,  even  when  of  the  best  quality,  and  when  applied  in 
the  moBt  feasible  manner.     Absolute  immunity  h  out  of  the  qneetioo. 

That  progress  lias  already  produced  the  effect  of  restrtctine  their  application, 
in  the  case  of  sea-going  vessels,  to  the  more  viially  exposed  parts  ;  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  it  may  yet  do  considerably  more ;  that  it  may  go  on  in  the 
way  of  narrowing  those  limits,  and  bring  them  down  first  Ui  tome  only  of  tbo^e 
parts,  and  finally  to  establish  the  conviction  that  such  plating,  for  such  vessels, 
A'iewing  impartially  the  pro*  and  com,  is  really  of  no  marked  consequence. 
This  is  no  groundless  speculation,  however  it  may  present  itself  at  the  first 
blush  ;  for  facis  and  dcdnctinus  from  experiments  distinctly  point  to  the  coucla- 
sion.  In  the  mean  time  the  tendency  of  it^  eftWts  mu«t  be  to  impress  the  valae 
of  rams,  and  thns  of  reviving  a  mode  of  naval  warfare  which,  on  a  miniature 
scale  comparatively,  existed  long  before  the  invention  of  gunpowder. 

'I'he  value  of  rams,  at  this  very  moment,  cannot  be  overestimated.  WitL  a 
few  of  ihem  in  each  of  our  prominent  ciimmercial  ports,  none  scarcely  of  mor« 
than  half  the  displacement  or  weight  of  the  Dictator,  no  enemy,  I  care  not  how 
powerful,  could  blockade  those  ports  successfully ;  for  possessing  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  biding  and  selecting  their  own  time,  they  could  so  manage  the  de- 
livery of  their  blows  as  to  annihilate  his  vessels.  Nor  could  those  ports,  in  my 
judgment,  be  assailed  successfuily.  Tbe  protection  of  barhora,  uow-a-days, 
docs  not  lie  in  ports.  They,  for  this  particular  purpose,  are  immeasurably  effete, 
or,  at  most,  hut  of  subsidiary  importance.  It  lies  et-s>.iitially  in  powerful  steam 
rams,  aided,  when  necessary,  by  obstructions  in  passagS'Waye.  Is  it  tbe  forts 
of  Charleston,  I  would  ask.  that  now  secure  the  place  from  capture  T  Certainly 
nut.  They  alone,  or  any  other  forts  alone,  (by  which  I  mean  in  the  absence  of 
rams  and  obstructions,)  can  be  passed  by  fa^^t  and  powerful  vessels  with  im])a- 
nity,  assuming,  of  course,  that  there  is  water  enougli  to  float  them. 

Rams,  intended  purely  for  harbur  defence,  would  he  better  without  than  with 
guns.  They  themselves  are  to  be  the  projectiles  ;  or,  if  you  please,  they  are  to 
be  the  shot,  and  the  steam  is  to  be  the  powder ;  and  the  efiect  of  both,  properly 
C'lmbined,  would  be  absolutely  irresistible.  Guns,  I  repeal,  would  be  detri- 
mental to  unity  of  purpose,  and  also  in  other  respects ;  or,  in  short,  be  of  more 
harm  than  good  in  the  long  run.  Uesidcs,  to  tit  the  rams  for  them  would  b«  to 
swell  the  item  of  cost  largely,  and  thus  abridge  their  multiplication ;  and  tbe 
distinctive  plating  which  their  protection  would  involve  could  be  used  to  more 
advantage  elsewhere  about  the  hull.  The  essential  points  to  he  secured  in  these 
rams,  each  to  a  degree  as  consistently  with  all  the  rest  as  practicable,  are  great 
strength  throughout  every  part  of  the  hull,  not  overlooking  tbe  bottom  by  any 
manner  of  means  ;  every  protection  Ihat  supportable  plating  can  afford  ;  a  high 
velocity;  an  ample  security  of  machinery;  the  utmost  rapidity  in  turning; 
and  a  suitable  bow. 

I  have  met  with  no  ideas  with  regard  to  sea-going  iron-clads  that  have  im- 
pressed me  so  forcibly  as  those  of  Captain  Coles,  of  the  British  navy  ;  and  I 
think  his  system,  in  the  main,  is  about  the  best  that  can  be  adopted  at  present. 
In  my  humble  opinion,  he  meets  ibo  difficulties  of  the  case  better  than  they  have 
yet  been  met  in  any  other  quarlcr;  and  he  displays  throughout  his  exposition 
a  fertility  of  resource,  a  fund  of  ingenuity,  com  non  seiHC,  and  professional  ex- 
p.irionco,  that  confers  upon  him  distinguished  credit. 

But  to  come  more  immediately  to  the  reqniiiiments  of  your  communicatiou,  it 
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strikes  me  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  conBtruct  iron-clads  to  perform  only  a  partic- 
ular aervice,  except  mere  rams,  unprovided  with  guoA,  for  harbor  defence,  and 
also  veBseU  for  interior  river  pperalione,  in  a  country  like  this,  in  case  of  inteatiae 
difficulty.  They  should,  I  think,  be  made  to  answer  as  many  naval  purposes 
as  possible,  and  their  cost  alone,  independently  of  other  considerations,  is  enough 
to  determine  (bis  question.  All,  therefore,  burring  the  exceptions  just  men- 
tioned,  should,  it  seems  to  me,  possess  the  attribute  of  seaworthiness ;  hy  which 
I  mean  the  capacity  of  being  sailed  or  steamed  anywhere  over  the  ocean,  and  of 
keeping  the  sea  as  long  as  a  vessel  of  tbc  class  would  probably  be  called  upon 
to  do  so.  Without  this  attribute  their  sphere  of  usefulness  must  inevitably  be 
but  local  and  contracted. 

Putting  the  Galena  aside  as  a  sad  mistake,  and  as  unworthy  of  naval  criticism, 
the  Monitors  we  have  already  constructed  and  used  in  service  I  am  impelled  to 
regard  as  open  to  the  serious  objections  of  a  marked  deficiency  in  ability  for 
general  naval  punioses,  and  in  strength  of  bottom,  seaworthiness,  speed,  turn- 
ing qualities,  height  of  deck  above  the  water,  and  habitability ;  yet,  for  mere 
smooth-water  harbor  operations — the  object,  I  suppose,  for  which  they  were 
intended — they  undoubtedly  do  possess  formidable  offensive  and  defensive 
properties,  viewed  in  a  relative  sense. 

Theii-  absolute  worth,  however,  in  these  particulars,  I  cannot  regard  as  entitled 
to  the  extravagant  merit  claimed  for  it.  induced,  I  apprehend,  in  a  great  measure 
by  conclusions  drawn  from  the  encounters  of  the  first  Monitor  and  Weehawhen 
with  the  Merrimack  and  Atlanta,  without  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  facts 
altending  them,  and  without  any  (or  more  than  an  unwilling)  reference  to  the 
cases  of  opposite  results,  ns,  for  instance,  the  Ogeechee,  and  the  repeated  displays 
before  Charleston.  'J'hat  the  charm  of  novelty  in  construction,  or  quaintneaa  in 
appearance,  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  I  will  not  undertake  to  assert, 
although  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  indulge  suspicion  as  to  probable  effect. 
Popular  opinion  is  not  always  tight  on  such  subjects,  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is 
apt  to  be  when  it  runs  counter  to  popular  naval  opinion.  At  any  rate,  I  do 
know  that  the  latter  is  not  likely  to  he  very  wrong  in  relation  to  professional 
matters  of  the  kind. 

Their  ofifensive  and  defensive  power,  even  fur  tho  kind  of  service  they  are 
alone  expected  to  perform,  is  most  materially  marred  or  restrained,  I  conceive, 
by  their  disproportionate  and  inadequate  strength  of  bottom,  their  exposed  and 
ill-protected  deck,  and  their  want  of  speed,  height  of  deck,  and  habitability. 

If  there  be  those  who  think  that  a  bottom  composed  essentially  of  nothing 
more  than  }-inch  irou  plates,  secured  to  frames  of  angle  iron  4  hy  4  by  ^,  spaced 
IB  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and  snstaining  a  stupendous,  ponJerons,  and 
overhanging  superstructure,  is  enougli,  or  anything  like  enough,  to  endure  the 
vibration  to  which  an  iron-clad  is  exposed  under  a  severe  fire  from  heavy  guns, 
much  less  the  terrific  vibration  when  used  as  a  ram,  or,  I  might  almost  say,  to 
endure  the  strain  of  that  superstructure  itself  tinder  all  circumstADcea  of  ex- 
posure to  weather  to  which  tne-  vessel  is  unavoidably  liable  in  going  only  from 
harbor  to  harbor,  I  confess,  frankly,  that  I  am  not  one  of  the  number.  Two 
of  the  iron-dads  in  view — the  Monitor  and  Weehawken — have  already  gone  to 
the  bottora,  and  neither  was  under  fire  at  the  time,  nor  had  either  been  so  very 
recently.  The  sinking  of  the  Monitor  was  occasioned  by  an  actual  (thougn 
partial  in  extent)  separation  between  the  top  and  bottom  upper  works;  but  how 
much  of  this  may  have  been  due,  if  any  at  all,  to  the  shock  of  all  kinds  she 
experienced  in  hei  struggle  with  the  Merrimack,  it  is  of  coarse  impossible  to 
determine.  But  whether  any  part  of  this  fatal  disaster  is  or  is  not  to  be  so  as- 
cribed, the  fact  of  the  separation  itself  is  conclusive  to  my  mind  aa  to  the  in- 
sufficiency 0^  relative  strength  between  her  top  and  bottom  works;  nor  am  I 
aware  tbat  this  feature  has  been  changed  at  all  materially  for  tho  better  in  the 
construction  of  the  other  Monitors;  nor,  indeed,  that  it  is  susceptible  of  ample 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 37 
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modificaiioQ  in  the  premiaeB.  Aa  to  the  case  of  the  Weehawken,  I  piefei  tu- 
pending  an  expression  of  opinion  until  more  is  positive!}'  known  in  rctitioD  lo  ii 
She  certainly  went  down  in  a  most  mysterious  and  startling  way.  yet  nndet 
circnmstances  that  do  furnish  grounds  for  conjecture.  Besides  the  nnmbM  if 
times  she  had  been  struck  by  the  enemy's  projectiles,  and  fired  her  own  IS-inch 
and  11-inch  guns,  she  had  previously  gone  throngh  quite  a  severe  gale  of  wind 

The  deck  of  the  Monitors  has  been  penetrated  at  a  distance  judged  to  b>' 
1,200  yards,  and.  therefore,  it  is  a  plain  inference,  considering  its  at^tnde,  tbu 
at  quarters  close  enough  to  render  firing  upon  it  at  all  plunging,  the  v<'^-tl 
herself  could  be  readily  sunk.  To  render  this  defect  less  glaring,  additioojl 
plating,  I  believe,  was  to  have  been  applied,  and  a  quantity  of  it  was  wnt  m 
Port  Royal  for  the  purpose;  but,  on  further  reflection,  the  scheme,  I  am  toli 
was  generally  abandoned  as  impracticable. 

Their  speed,  after  being  in  the  water  some  little  time,  as  I  am  informed  bi 
credible  authority,  is  but,  nu  the  average,  about  4J  knots,  rather  lees  than  mm. 
To  trace  this  sad  defect  more  at  large  than  I  have  already  done  is  a  needlt^r 
task.     It  proclaims  its  own  consequences. 

Their  height  of  deck  above  the  water,  being,  as  I  am  also  credibly  infbnned. 
only  some  12  or  15  inches,  and  their  remaining  floating  power  scarcely  excml' 
ing  200  tons,  a  strong  temptation  is  presented  to  a  light  and  active  aDtagoni^i. 
with  a  curved  or  spoon-shaped  bow,  to  bide  his  time  and  throw  himself  K\ni' 
of  it;  nor  have  I  the  slightest  doubt,  particularly  with  their  sluKiehntv-^  '<i 
motion,  that  the  attempt  might  be  successful,  and  u  so,  that  the  resull  would  U 
destruction. 

'And  as  to  the  remaining  point  to  be  remarked  upon — the  want  of  habiu- 
hility — it  is,  in  a  warm  climate  or  season,  obnoxious  to  grave  objections.  'Y\k 
physical  prostration  it  produces  is  inordinate,  and  hence  a  more  frequent  tbscp' 
of  officers  and  others  than  is  compatible  with  order  or  convenience  is  reodtiwl 
a  necessity. 

The  New  Ironsides  I  regard  aa  a  much  more  efficient  type  of  iron-clsd  iho 
the  Monitors  just  discussed,  because  of  her  possessing  decided  advantage!^  <^nr 
them  in  the  particulars  of  fitness  for  general  purposes,  seaworthine#9,  rrltii"' 
strength  of  bottom,  or  iibsolute  capacity  to  endure  vibration  theraat,  sernriir 
against  an  antngonist  vessel  getting  astride  of  her,  speed,  and  habitil>i>  '■'■■ 
Had  she  been  planned  for  turrets,  instead  of  to  use  guns  at  broadside  port!.  ^1>' 
would  have  been,  I  think,  still  more  formidable;  nor  is  she  unexceptioaaUt  in 
other  respects,  and  among  them  speed  and  turning  qualities.  It  is  necNsur  '■•• 
try  her  more  at  sea,  and  more  at  closer  quarters  with  an  enemy,  than  i>hc  b- 
yet  been  tried,  in  order  to  determine  positively  ber  reUti^'e  merits  in  ^'^' 
highly  important  particulars. 

The  Roanoke,  although  presenting  a  powerful  and  well-protected  batierr. 
cannot,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  be  used  at  sea  owing  to  her  excessive  mlli-C 
motion ;  and  her  great  draught  of  water  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  her  worth  e"|- 
for  harbor  purposes.  She,  also,  is  deficient  in  speed  and  turning  qualities,  ax-fi- 
indeed,  in  other  respects.  She  is  but  a  converted  vessel,  however,  (lo  n-*  ' 
technical  term,)  gotten  up  under  a  pressing  demand ;  and  her  plating,  turrrtt.  it- 
can  be  transferred  hereafter  to  a  more  suitable  hull.  I  know  too  liltle  of  tb> 
iron-clads  on  our  western  waters  to  venture  an  opinion  as  to  their  meritf ;  '-'''' 
OS  to  those  in  the  course  of  construction,  or  not  yet  commissioned,  on  om  S.f- 
lantic  seaboard,  I  would  remark  that  their  probable  fituess  to  answer  eodii'--'' 
be  measured  by  the  prospect  they  present  of  combining  the  properties  I  '>"' 
mentioned  in  an  early  part  of  this  letter  as  essential  to  efficiency. 

Considering  the  pressing  and  peculiar  ciTCumstonces  under  which  our  n*' 
clads  were  produced — the  newness  of  the  problem  itself,  and  its  inheitst  diJ; 
culdea — it  is  not  m  the  slightest  degree  snrprising  that  we  have  not  •cUe'^ 
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more  satiafactoiy  resnlts.  No  desire  to  do  the  best  that  conid  be  accompliahedr 
aod  certaiiily  no  elevation  of  purpose  nor  energy,  haa  been  wanting  in  the  proper 
qoarter.  The  efforta  we  hive  msde  are  so  many  lessons  upon  the  eubject,  and 
they  afford  na  the  advantage  of  profiling  by  wholesome  teachings.  Experience- 
is  a  great  soarce  of  wisdom,  and  to  be  enabled  to  recede  from  error  is  a  means 
of  advancing  in  truth. 

I  have  thus,  air,  given  you,  aomevbat  at  large,  the  \4ewa  I  entertain  on  the 
Bubject  of  iroD-clads,  and  of  those  wo  have  constructed,  called  for,  most  unex- 
pectedly to  myaelf,  by  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant.  In  arriving  at 
the  concluaions  I  express  I  have  indulged  no  other  disposition  than  to  probe  the 
subject  itself,  and  to  consult  the  g^od  of  our  navy,  well  knowing  from  the 
character  and  position  you  sustain  that  any  conrae  of  leea  candor  on  my  part 
would  have  been  as  repugnant  to  your  wisnea  as  to  my  own  inclination. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 
Rear-Admiral,  tnited  Slala  Nav^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watkiitgton  City, 


Rfar-Admiral  DakJgren't  opinion  of  the  Monttort. 

Flag-Stbambr  Fhiladelphiji, 

Off  Morrit  Iiland,  January  28,  1864. 
Sir:  Conformably  to  the  wishes  of  the  department,  I  submit  the  following 
review  of  the  services  of  the  Monitors  while  under  my  command;  and  as  some 
knowledge  of  the  circumatances  under  which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford 
a  better  appreciation  of  their  qnalitiea,  I  shall  briefly  narrate  some  of  the  leading- 
events  in  which  they  have  participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  6th  July  Hear-Admiral  DuPont  delivered  to  me  the  command  ol"  the 
naval  forcea  occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  part  of  Florida^ 
they  embraced  seventy  (70)  vesaela  of  all  clatsaes,  and  were  distributed  at  various 
points  along  an  extent  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles.  There  was  no  con- 
centration, the  puMiose  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vesaela  in  order  to  enforce 
an  efficient  blockade. 

Of  the  iron-dads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charleston  bar,  two  Monitors  were  at 
Bdisto,  one  at  Stono,  thrte  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  at  Ossabaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  24,  1863)  only  directed  me  to  aesnmfl 
the  command;  they  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need  that  they  should. 
Tbere  was  an  enemy  in  front,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obedience, 
so  far  a8  my  means  permitted. 

On  the  day  that  I  arrived,  ao  interview  occurred  with  General  Gillmore,  in 
which  the  details  for  a  descent  on  Morris  island  were  arranged  to  commence 
on  the  Wednesday  following,  but  which  were  postponed  first  to  Thursday  and 
then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  allow  General  Gillmore  to  perfect  his  arrangements. 
In  the  absence  of  specific  inatmctiona,  I  was  obliged  to  asennie  the  respon- 
sibility of  action,  which  the  department  was  advised  of. 
The  na-val  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charleston  bar,  so  as  to  cross  at  early 
daylight  on  the  day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to  prevent  the 
arrival  of  re- enforcements  dnring  that  attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries, 
particularly  Fort  Wagner. 

3.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was  to  aaceod  to  Stono,  cover  ItB 
landing,  and  shell  James's  island.  JqIc 
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3.  To  guard  the  depoti«  of  tlie  army  at  Hilton  Head  and  at  Seabrook  during 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  conceotratcd  on  Folly  island. 

I  fhould  here  i<tate  that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  increase  the  tbickneiKS 
of  the  pih>t-houHi.'r'  ol'  all  the  Monitors  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the 
bases  of  the  turrets  and  pilot- houses. 

The  three  at  Port  Royal  were  already  in  hand  for  this  pnrpose,  and  wmt 
progvpBs  had  been  made.  A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  in  putting  a  ptop 
to  the  wiirk,  and  having  the  veaaela  filti'it  temporarily  for  service. 

I'bia  WHS  efTectcd  in  seai^on,  and  before  daylight  of  the  9th  of  July  the  Mnn- 
ilors  were  off  the  bar,  ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  by  the 
United  States  batteries  on  Folly  inland. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries  on  the  north  end  of  Folly 
island,  cro^s  the  bar  with  the  Monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position  on  tlie 
emiuinces  of  Morris  island,  while  the  troops  were  to  cross  the  narrow  inlet  which 
divides  Morris  island  from  Folly  iiiland  when  the  proper  moment  arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land  and  sea  when  I  went  on  boarf 
the  Catskill,  (July  10,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on  shore  waa  vieibit' 
to  us. 

It  was  important  that  tlie  Monitors  should  no!  by  their  appearance  give  any 
intimation  of  what  was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar,  until  tbe  details 
ashore  were  completed;  so  I  waited  the  firat  fire  of  the  batteries.  TbiB  wm 
not  long  coming,  and  I  led  with  my  flag  in  the  Catskill,  followed  by  Captains 
Fairfax,  Downes,  and  Ciilhoun,  in  the  Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weebawken. 
Steering  for  tbe  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  Monitors  were  laid  in 
line  about  parallel  to  the  land,  opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  islanii. 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  reb<-l  garrison,  who  were  there  posted, 
making  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  return  to  the  stonn  of  shot  and  shell  that  came 
upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could  see  plainly  the  great  confuBioD  into  wbicb 
they  were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming  onslaught.  It  was  a  com- 
plete surprise,  both  as  to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  Monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal  waters  permitted,  so  that  tbe 
ahells  from  our  own  batteries  on  Folly  island  passed  close  ahead  of  and  tt 
times  over  some  of  them. 

About  8  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were*  seen  coming  over  the  low  sand  beach  of 
Morris  island,  and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some  volleys  of 
grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  flag*  told  who  they  were.  They  composed  the 
brigade  which  bad  been  brought  from  the  Folly  river  by  the  boats  of  the  squad- 
ron under  Lieutenant  Commander  Bunce  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  gradual  accumulation  of  our  men  in 
masses,  and  their  advancing  movement;  then  pushed  forward  to  accelerate  with 
our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  tbe  rebels. 

The  Bight  was  now  of  great  interest.  Onr  own  troops  conid  be  seen  taking 
posscBBion  of  tbe  sand  hills  where  tbe  enemy  bad  rested  the  sole  defence  of  thii 
end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions  were  moving  along  the  beach.  The 
defeated  rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low  flat  land  north  of  iheii 

SDsition,  and  some  two  or  three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while  the 
[oDitors  skirting  tbe  fthore  maintained  a  steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Presently 
they  reached  Fort  Wagner,  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our  advance  «u 
checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though  it  was  but  9  o'clock.  The  discomfited 
rebels  were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted  at  a  reasonable  dietaoce 
from  it. 

The  Monitor  with  my  flag  was  now  anchored  as  near  the  beach  as  the  depth 
of  water  permitted,  (twelve  hundred  yards,]  and  the  other  Monitors  in  line 
to  the  southward.     A  steady  fire  waa  begun  about  9.30— ^he  fort  replying 

°  Hia  fint  planted  ou  Morris  Island  br  IJeotenut  Bobeson. 
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briskly — and  maintaiDed  throagh  the  Sny,  except  the  dinner  hour,  nntil  six  in 
the  evening ;  then  I  retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  moming  before  eix  o'chck  the  flag-lteu tenant  reported  to  me  that  an 
aeMuIt  bad  been  made  at  daybreak  by  our  troope  and  failed,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the  general,  saying :  "  We  attempted  to  cany 
Fort  Wagner  by  assault  this  morning  and  reached  the  parapet,  but  the  men 
recoiled  and  fell  back  with  slight  1ob»." 

It  is  known  now  that  re- enforcements  had  been  hurried  to  the  island  by  the 
rebels,  and  had  entered  the  work  about  midnight. 

I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  general's  intent,  and  could,  therefore,  render 
no  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterpriee  agaiuBt  Morris  isliind.  It  had 
been  in  all  respects  a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not  seem  to 
have  had  any  idea  of  it  nntil  the  day  before ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were 
then  aware  of  the  scale  on  which  it  was  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand  hills  of  the  south  end,  we  could 
not  have  established  our  position  on  the  island — even  a  surprise  would  probably 
have  been  out  of  the  question.  But  there  were  to  be  uo  mora  surprise? — the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard  work  patiently  endured  in  the 
trenches,  and  by  batteries  ashore  and  a£oat. 

The  general  now  decided  to  make  a  second  assault  in  foree,  and  to  cover  it 
by  some  light  batteries  established  at  distances  varying  from  one  thousand  to 
seventeen  hundred  yards. 

^Vhile  the  preparations  for  this  design  were  going  on  the  Monitors  were  daily 
at  work  to  occupy  the  attention  of  Wagner,  and  keep  down  its  fire — the  gun- 
boats assisting  at  long  range. 

On  the  18th  July,  all  being  ready,  about  noon  I  led  up  in  the  Uontank,  fol- 
lowed by  four  Monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelve  hundred  yards, 
aa  near  as  the  state  of  the  tide  would  permit,  and  opened  fire — the  gunboats 
firing  at  a  greater  distance,  and  the  shore  batteries  also  in  action. 

As  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  closed  in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she 
was  about  three  hundred  yards  from  Wagner,  when  I  ordered  grape  to  be  used. 
Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of  the  vessels  the  guns  of  the  fort  wera  now  silent, 
and  not  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

About  sunset  a  note  iu  pencil  from  Greneral  Oillmore  announced  his  intention  to 
assault,  but  it  was  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  tho  work.  The  fire  of 
the  vessels  was  continued  so  long  as  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  but 
ceased  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe. 
The  rattle  of  musketry  soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  the  assault, 
and  continued  with  little  intermission  until  9.30,  when  it  ceased,  and  then  came 
the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  the  operation,  and  proved  that  the 
work  was  too  strong  and  too  pertinaciously  defended  to  be  taken  by  any  off- 
hand blow.  The  slow  and  laborious  operation  by  trench  and  cannon  only  were 
capable  of  rcdncing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity  is  to  be  found  a  principal  cause 
for  the  delay  iu  reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued.  It  was  no  doubt 
unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  no  more  troops  could  (Awi  be  spared 
from  the  juaiu  armies.  If  there  had  been  sufficient  to  make  such  an  assault  aa 
would  have  overpowAcd  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  have  been  carried  at  the 
firet  assault,  Gregg  would  have  yielded  immediately,  8umtcr  would  soon  have 
followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron-clads,  untouched  by  severe  and  con- 
tiaued  battering,  would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly  in  contact  with 
the  then  imperfect  interior  defences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  tbey  admitted  the  impracticability^ 
of  defending  Morris  island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  puaition  ofisrc~ 
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was  fully  establiahed  and  covered  by  the  iroa-clads.  They  only  sought  to  bold 
the  island  long  enougih  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior  position ;  hence,  evaj 
'dsy  of  defence  by  Wagner  was  vital  to  that  of  Charleaton. 

This  policy  was  enccesBful  for  two  monthB,(  10th  July  to  7th  September.)  and 
^ve  time  to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort  into  a  powerfhl  cartbwoA 
— improved  by  the  experiences  of  Wagner.  Uonltrie  received  similar  advis- 
tages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter  were  divided  between  Johnson  and 
Uoultrie.  Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore  of  the  channel  fram 
Johnson  towards  tbe  city ;  and  thus  an  interior  defence  was  completed  wbith, 
though  it  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and  principal  works  of  the  ddimct, 
by  substituting  Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  rendered  access  to  the  upper  harbor 
far  more  difficult,  because  a  more  powerful  fire  was  concentrated  from  addilioDil 
batteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  ^ter  Morris  island  was  evacuated  and  Santer 
dismantled,  the  fleet  must  still  pass  tbe  fire  of  Uoultrie  and  Bee  to  find  il^lf 
in  preeence  of  a  formidable  earchwoik,  supported  by  continuous  batteries,  and 
commanding  obBtructions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sumter  and  Honltne. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstractinns  was  not  euspccted  uutil  the  winterfreebeu 
bad  broken  away  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen  of  tbem.  which  were 
certainly  far  more  formidable  than  bad  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  tbe  rebels  keep  tbeir  couneel  that  the  best  iufonned  refugees,  wbo 
had  been  constantly  engaged  about  tbe  harbor,  appeared  to  know  aa  little  abont 
them  as  we  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards  Wagner  the  iron-clads  plajed 
an  important  parti  using  tbeir  guns  whenever  an  opportunity,  offered  as  shoTn 
in  the  instances  quoted  on  page  583.  It  may  be  readily  conceived,  that,  all 
things  being  equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have  worked  towards  our 
position  us  it  was  for  our  troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a  serious 
difference  in  the  fact  that  tbe  cannon  of  the  iron-dads,  and  also  of  tbe  gunboaU, 
completely  enfiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow  island,  and  absolutely  inter- 
dicted any  operation  of  the  kind  on  tbe  part  of  the  rebels.  In  addition,  vhen- 
ever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on  our  own  workmen,  a  request  from  the 
general  always  drew  the  fire  of  tbe  vessels ;  and  I  do  not  know  tbu  it  fiuled  to 
be  effective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to  Wagner,  and  were  pow«le«j 
to  binder  the  progress  of  the  trendies  that  were  at  last  earned  into  the  yerj 
ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its  evacuation  without  assault. 

Tbe  day  before  the  contaroplated  assault,  I  led  in  the  iron  clads  in  force,  as 
agreed  on,  and  battered  the  fort  all  day,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  he«p. 

Tbe  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed,  but  the  enemy  had  fled :  iImt 
foresaw  the  inevitable  result. 

Tbe  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  tbe  army  iu  tbe  operation  tbat  led  to  tbr 
abandonment  of  tbe  works  on  Morris  island,  and  besides  what  is  already  nKD- 
tioned.  prevented  tbe  access  of  re-enforcements  or  tbeir  accamulalion  b^wMi 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged  on  picket  duty  by  night  aloiif 
the  sea-sbore  of  Morris  island,  and  tbe  little  stream  on  its  inner  boid«'. 

A  detachment  of  seamen  and  marines,  under  Captain  Parker,  participaled  is 
the  practice  of  the  batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  by  working  four  navy  rifle  cjuumu. 
landed  for  tbe  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed  under  idle  batteries.    Tbf 

funs  of  Wagner  never  fiiiled  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews  "fere 
riven,  by  those  of  our  iron-clnds,  to  take  shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.  0»  •■■^ 
these  cannon,  a  10-inch,  left  deep  dents  on  t'very  turret,  that  will  not  easilr  t* 
effaced. 

The  operations  of  the  iron-clads  against  Morris  island  were  sppropriwdT 
'osed  by  a  severe  contest  with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beaor^aid,  tcf- 
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to  relieve  the  Weehavken,  vfaich  had  grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally 
got  off  with  some  severe  injnriea,  owing  to  the  falling  tide  having  exposed  the 
hall  nrider  the  overhang. 

There  were  other  occaeiona  when  severe  conflicts  occurred  with  the  rebel 
works  on  Sullivan's  island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there  were  few  days  from  the  first 
attack  on  Korris  island  (July  10)  to  its  evacuation  {September -7)  that 
some  iroD-clads  or  gunboats  were  not  engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works, 
BO  as  to  facilitate  the  labor  of  our  troops  ashore,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the 
following  sample  from  the  record : 


Object, 


TeaMis  eogaged. 


AManltoo  Wagner 

Wagner,  to  cover  advance 

Wagner 

WHgner 

WitfriieT ...... 

Rebel  battenesOD  Murria  jglaad- 
Wagner 

Wagner  anil  vicinity. 

Bebsl  batteries  oDUorriiltlaDd. 

Rebel  batteriei  on  Horrip  island . 

Wagner 

Rebel  batteriei  on  MorriaUlnad, 
to  direct  fire  frum  oar  bat 
terles  wbicb  upene<l  un  Sum. 


Wngner 

Rebel  batteries  od  Uorris  ieiand 

Snniter  *a'd  Wagner 

Wagner 

flgmter , ..... 

Bumter  and  olxtnictionB...... 


BattBTiea  on  Snlllran's  island. . 
Batteries  on  BuHltaD's  taland.. 


Hontank,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Cattkill,  Nantucket, 
Weehawken,  Pataptoo;  gunboat*  Paul  Jones, 
Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippevra,  Wltsabickon 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat) 

Weehawken,  (Aug,)  IronBlde«,Cttt«klll,Uoutauk, 
Patapsco,  Kantucket;  gucboaU  Paul  Jonea, 
Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching. 

OiiDboats  Ottawa.  Dai  Ching.  Paal  Jonea. 

Weehawken.  Catskiil.  OtUwa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironsides,  PatHpaco. 

Ironsides.  Cstakill.PaUpsco, Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Hont&uk,  Patapsco,  Catskill.  Weebawkiin,  Pas- 
saic, NahaDt,  Marbletaead,  (gnnboat.) 

OtUwB.  Harblehead.  (gunboats.) 

Uontxiik.  Harbleheajl,  (gunboat.) 

Harblcbrad.  (gunbnat ) 

OttawH.  Marblehetd,  Uahnaka,  (gunboats.) 

Falapsco.  CAtakill 

OurtMnts  Djti  Ching.  Ottawa,  Uahaska.  Wis- 
Sahlckon,  Rncer. 

Qnnhoata  WIssahlckon,  Mahaslca,  Ottawa,  Dal 
Cbing.  Racer.  Dan.  Smith. 

Mortiir- boats  Racer.  Dan.  Smith. 

Weehawken.  Ironsides,  Montauk,  Nahaut.  Cat*- 
kill,  [*iuuaic.Patapiico;  gunboats  Can  undsigua, 
Hahonka,  Ottawa.  Cimarron,  Wlwahickon, 
Dal  Ching.  I^ona 

Ironxide',  Faaaaic.  Weehawken;  gunboats  Wia- 
sahlckon.  Malioaka,  Dai  Ching.  Ottawa, 
Lo(l<iui> 

iTonsides. 

Ironsides ;  gunboats  Uabaska,  Ottawa.  Dal 
Ching,  Lodoiia 

Ironsides,  Patapscoi  gnnboala  Mahnslu,  Dai 
i;hing 

Weehawken,  Ironsiiies,  gunboat  Montauk 

Wefhawken,  Monlauk,  Punalc,  Patapaco,  Na- 

Weehawken.  Uontaak,  Pastaic,  Patapsco,  Na- 

hiint,  Lehigh. 
Lehigh,  Nahant. 
Ironsldeg,  Weehawken,  Uontaak,  Passato,  Pa- 

tapcc'ci,  Nahant.  Lehigh 
IroagUJes.  Patapsco.  Lehigh,  Kahant,  Hontank, 

Weehawken,  {ashore  ) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehlgb,  Nshaot,  Uontauk, 
Weehawken,  (ashore.)  ,  iiglt' 
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I  shal)  now  briefly  comment  on  the  various  qiuilitiee  of  the  Honiton. 

let.  Capacity  for  resiatauce. 

2d.  Power  of  ordnance. 

3d.  Draught  of  water. 

4tfa.  Speed. 

6th.  Number  of  crew, 

1st.  Endurance. — During  the  operations  against  Morns  island  the  nine  iron- 
clads fired  eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  (883)  hits.  Including  the  service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogechecthe 
tota]  number  was  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-four  {1,194,)  distributed  as  follow*: 

Service  of  iron-eladt.     South  Atlantic  blockading  tquadrott.     Shott  Jired  aai 
hit*  receietd  by  them  during  operation*  again*t  Morri*  itiand. 


Veiwli. 

No-ofihotiBred. 

5 

m 

Is 

f. 

5 

16-io. 

II-JD. 

52.        5^ 

I 

I3H 

4!5 

86 
154 
86 
90 
69 
96 
154 
63 
164 

14 

35 
36 

119 
170 

107 
278 
230 
63S 
166 
♦,*39 

113 
111 

Hontooket 41 

Tut»l 

I.2S5 

6,771 

8« 

SSG  ;           66  1       i,m 

1 

Mo.  oTihou  And. 


By  IronsideB 4,439 

11-inch,  by  Monitors 2,  332 

15-inch  by  Monitors 1,  255 


Velfkt  or  pnj.  Snd,  M  w 

288} 

151i 
213} 

653} 


Of  the  eight  Monitors,  one  wa«  always  absent  at  Waasaw  (Nahant  or  Nw- 
tucket)  to  blockade  the  rebel  ram.  The  Lehigh  did  not  arrive  until  Aogut 
30,  therefore  was  only  able  to  participate  in  the  operations  of  the  remaining 
seven  days,  hut  did  good  work. 

For  Bome  time  only  five  Monitors  were  available  for  general  attack,  and  then 
eiz,  which  was  the  greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  conBequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and  hard  usage  to  which  thr 
MonitorB  were  exposed  during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service,  <rn« 
unavoidably  very  considerable  in  the  aggregate;  and  the  greater,  also,  that  lO 
repair  which  could  posBibly  be  dispensed  with  was  pOBtpoucd  to  the  condnsioa 
It  was  therefore  necesBarily  extensive  when  entered  upon.  The  batterios 
received  was  without  precedent.  The  Montauk  had  been  struck  two  bnndn^ 
and  fourteen  (214)  times ;  the  Weebawken  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (l^'l 
times,  and  almost  entirely  by  10-inch  shot.  What  vessels  have  ever  been  «ah- 
jected  to  such  a  test  I 

It  is  not  surprising  that  they  ehould  need  conBiderable  repair  after  snataiDiaf 
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such  severe  pnnnding  for  eo  long  a  time,  but  only  that  they  could  be  restored  at 
all  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force  of  the  10-inch  shot  most  be  experienced 
to  be  appreciated.  Any  one  in  contact  with  the  part  of  the  turret  Btrock  falls 
genBcless,  and  I  have  been  nearly  shaken  off  my  feet  in  the  pilot-honse  when 
engaging  Moultrie. 

All  the  little  defects  of  detail  wero  marked  by  such  a  searching  process. 
Decks  were  cat  through ;  cannon  were  worn  out ;  aide  armor  shaken  ;  tops  of 
pilot-houBCB  crushed,  &c.  But  all  these  were  reparable,  and  no  vital  principle 
was  eeriouely  touched, 

With  such  workehops  and  means  as  a.  nortlicrn  navy  yard  includes,  the  repair* 
of  all  Monitors  would  have  been  speedtly  executed ;  but  when  machinery, 
tooU,  labor,  and  material  have  all  to  be  ootained,  as  they  were  here,  from  a 
great  distance,  there  was  of  necessity  considerable  delay  ;  and,  moreover,  it  was 
not  admissible  to  withdraw  but  a  portion  of  the  Uonitora  at  a  time  from  the 
blockade. 

The  additions  that  were  deemed  advisable  for  strengthening  the  pilot-bouses 
and  turrets  were  also  put  on  at  this  time,  and  the  bottoms  cleaned,  for  they  had 
now  become  so  foul  with  oysters  and  grass  that  the  speed  was  reduced  to  three 
or  three  and  a  half  knots,  and,  with  the  strong  tide  of  this  harbor,  added  consider- 
ably to  the  difficulties  of  working  the  vessels  properly  under  fire. 

On  oue  night  I  was  caught  by  heavy  weather  from  the  Southeast  while  close 
up  to  Samtec,  when  I  had  gone  to  attack  it,  and  it  was  well  that  the  darkness 
of  the  night  prevented  the  slowness  of  our  motion  from  being  perceived  while 
extricating  the  Monitors  from  their  position. 

Power  qfordnanet. — Each  turret  contains  two  guns,  and  from  the  peculiar 
lacility  which  it  has  for  giving  direction  to  the  heaviest  ordnance,  no  doubt,  arises 
the  desire  to  make  these  of  the  heaviest  description.  How  far  other  consider- 
ations should  control  the  character  of  the  ordnance  is  necessarily  an  unsettled 
qaestion. 

To  strike  an  armored  ship  it  may  be  best  to  use  a  gun  capable  of  the  greatest 

Sawer;  but  whether  this  shall  be  derived  from  a  projectile  of  great  weight, 
riven  by  low  velocity,  or  of  less  weight,  and  high  velocity;  whether  it  shall  be 
a  fifteen-inch  gun,  fired  with  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds,  or  a  thirteen-inch,  fired 
with  fiftypoundsof  powder,  is  not  here  material;  the  weight  of  the  gun  for  either 
purpose  will  not  vary  to  any  important  degree.  But  in  operations  against  earth- 
works, whose  material  cannot  be  damaged  permanently,  but  only  disturbed, 
and  which  are  only  to  be  dealt  with  by  keeping  down  their  fire,  a  much  lighter 
projectile  would  be  preferable,  in  order  that  the  practice  may  be  as  rapid  as 
possible.  Hence  a  piece  of  16,000  pounds  for  ten-mch  or  eleven-inch  shot  and 
shell. 

When  a  number  of  Monitors  are  brought  together  it  would  be  better  also  to 
have  guns  of  like  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action  whichever  might  he 
preferable.  Each  of  the  Monitors  of  this  squadron  had  a  fifteen-inch  and  a 
smaller  gun,  (eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and  hence  the  rapidity  of  fire, 
which  was  most  desirable,  was  not  attained.  That  this  was  dne  to  the  calibre 
of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in  a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable 
instance. 

November  9,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain  Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering 
Snmter,  In  so  doing  the  eleven-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells  successively 
in  one  honr,  of  which  twenty-one  hit  the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at — distance 
sixteen  hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  in  2.4  minutes,  which 
is  not  only  rapid  but  also  exceedingly  accurate  practice.  Thei-e  id  no  reason 
why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  adjoining  carriage,  (instead  of  the 
fifteen-inch,)  could  not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate  that 
Monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch  shell  every  1.3  minute. 


■586  ABMOBED  VESSELS. 

The  nteB  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironeidee,  b^  Captain  Bamui,  are — 

TlDM.  Mfi.  tni.  TUm  for  aack  if*. 

ILm.  m. 

Most  rapid 0.60  25  1.74 

ContinuouB '. 2.55  490  2.86 

Assumed 1.00  360  1.33 

Montauk 1.00  25  2.40 

It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of  time  the  fr)g«l«  delivered  a  shell 
from  each  gun  in  1.74  minate,  for  three  noare  in  2.8$  micutee,  oad  it  is  believed 
that  a  fire  conld  be  snstained  at  the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  ia  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  vould  be  diffieolt  to  sustain  it  long  with  muck 
regard  to  good  aim  and  considerable  diHtnnces;  and  I  believe,  on  tbe  whole, 
that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would  be  all  desirable  r&piditv  of  lire  from 
the  eleven-inch  in  turret.  Thus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  wiU  be  equality 
of  ordnance  power  in  the  same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  r«pid>ty  of  fiiv, 
whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  toaler. — The  Monitors  of  the  Passaic  class  drav  about  eleven  aod  a 
half  (1 1^)  feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this  coast  ten  and  eleven 
feet  ia  the  most  convenient  draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal  sounds 
and  rivera  and  navigating  them  to  any  extent.  A  greater  draught  restrieta  a  vessel 
in  movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  ber  from  several  ports,  except 
under  very  favorable  circnm stances. 

Speed. — The  speed  of  the  Monitors  is  not  great,  (seven  knots,)  bat  it  is  quite 
respectable  with  a  clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  Ironside!. 
Their  atoerago  is  peculiar,  but,  when  understood  and  rightly  managed,  not  diffi- 
cult of  control.  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less  space  than  almost  any 
other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  mm. — The  number  of  men  required  to  work  them  and  the  guns  ij 
only  eighty,  which  is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of  vision  ia  much  restricted,  for  the 
plain  reason  that  in  snch  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoided.  There 
are  some  other  defects,  but  they  are  not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  eoseept- 
ible  of  being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part.     8o  much  for  tbe  Monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her  armor  has  stood  heavy  battering 
very  well,  and  her  broadaide  of  seven  eleven-inch  guns  and  one  eight-inch  rifle 
has  always  told  with  signal  effect  when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  15^  to  16  feet.  Speed  six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  fonr  bnndred 
and  forty  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplaied  ends,  which  are  consequently  easily 
damaged  by  a  raking  fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more  or  less,  while 
she  can  retnrn  no  fire  in  either  direction.  This  was  particularly  and  frequently 
inconvenient  in  attacking  the  works  on  Morris  island,  for  at  certain  stages  of 
the  tide  vessels  tail  nearly  acroBS  the  channel,  and  present  bow  and  stem  to  tbo 
beach  of  Morris  island,  so  that  sometimes  it  was  neceaaary  to  delay  placing  the 
vessel  in  position,  and  at  othere  she  would  swing  around  very  awkwaidlj  when 
engaged. 

The  Monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on  aQ 
sides,  and  could  fire  in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to  descend- 
ing shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much  restricted  by  badly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  ragca  just  now  can  easily  be  satisfied  by 
bringing  the  above  data  in  juxtaposition. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  ia  capable  of  a  more  rapid  and  concentrated 
fire,  which,  under  the  circnm stances,  made  her  guns  more  efiective  than  the 
fifteen-inch  of  the  Monitors.    On  the  other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to 
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the  mid-channe],  was  very  vatnerable  to  a  raking  firei  and  the  direction  of  her 
own  guDB  was  very  limited  Utenllj'. 

The  Monitors  conld  operate  in  moet  of  the  channels — conld  direct  their  fire 
around  the  whole  circle — and  were  almost  eijually  well  defended  on  all  Bides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  susceptible  of  being  remedied 
partially  or  entirely.  The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  conld  be  made  complete, 
and  that  of  the  HoniUms  eqaally  so.  The  annament  of  the  Uoiiitors  conld  be 
perfected  so  as  ^  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no  contrivance  could 
the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  use  much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted. 
Yet  when  snch  changes  were  made  as  experience  has  suggested,  thera  still  would 
remain  to  the  Monitors  the  lighter  draaght,  choice  of  guns  from  the  heaviest  to  the 
lightest,  defensibility,  and  direction  of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  consequently 
the  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least  depth  of  water,  with  equal 
power  of  o^ncc  and  defence  in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the  number 
of  gnna  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to  be  nndffivtood  as  having  relation  to  existing 
circumstances,  and  not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the  general 
merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department  is, to  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 

It  is  evident  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt  any  one  style  exclusively,  for 
of  the  three  vessels  first  ordered  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside  class — the 
Ironsides  and  the  Galena,  The  latter  was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely 
inefficient,  and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  size.  It  is  universally 
admitted  that  platee  of  less  than  four  and  a  half  (4J)  inches  cannot  stand  the 
shock  of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  ao  armored  must  be  of  considerable 
tonnage. 

I  presume  the  department  only  intended  to  build  such  vessels  as  were  best 
adapted  to  the  service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  case,  which  required  light 
draught  and  great  ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  selection  of  the  department 
could  not  have  been  more  judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  Monitors  to  ope- 
rate from  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base;  and  if  the  int«nt  of  the  department  could 
have  been  carried  out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have  been  in  entire 
possession  of  the  coast  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  including 
Wilmington.  Charleston,  Mobile,  &c. 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  remediable,  but  some  of  those  in  the 
Monitors  could  only  be  determined  by  the  test  of  battle;  before  that,  approxi- 
mation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  department  have  chosen  1  Certainly 
none  that  has  been  built  by  English  or  French  naval  authoritiea.  The  Warrior 
and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful,  but  could  not  ^t  within  gianshot  here* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  navigable  water  on  this  coast  which  is 
not  accessible  to  the  Monitors.  They  command  supremely  all  that  is  near  the 
shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached  by  vessels  of  heavier  draught.  So  that 
when  there  was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of  certain  rams  in 
this  quarter,  I  assured  the  department  that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  on  the  subject,  but  some  experience 
with  them  certainly  gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  exception  I  have 
been  on  board  a  Monitor  in  all  the  principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of 

°  According  to  Rear-Admlral  Farin,  (he  Frrnch  Olinin  draws  28  fert ;  the  British  Warrior 
S<  rmt ;  the  Uluck  Prince  23^  feet ;  oven  Ihose  of  iijf»ior  clnxi.  Di-roDct!  ami  Iteaist^iice. 
draw  24  feet  Ni>t  one  'if  thege  ve^Mlii  could  cron  the  Charlestiin  bnr,  nnd  would  he 
perfectlv  Impukntto  render  thu  least rervice  in  anjof  tbeuperatioDH  now  beiiig  ckitiedjop. 
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casualties  to  the  fleet  captains*  near  me  ihown  that  I  waa  in  a  situatioii  to  jodse. 
I  was  once  in  the  Ironsides  in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Samter.  I  have  aW 
watched  the  behavior  of  the  Monitors  at  anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter 
weather  in  this  expoi^ed  eitnatiou. 

The  completeness  with  which  four  little  Monitors,  enpportcd  by  an  iron-clad 
frigate,  have  closed  thia  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced  one  Monitor  well  up  towards 
the  inner  debouches  of  tlic  northern  channels,  supported  by  another.  On  the 
night  of  the  I9th  of  July  an  English  Bteatncr  attempted  to  ma  in,  and  having 
eluded  the  hot  pursuit  nf  the  outside  blockade,  no  donbt  indulged  in  the  belief 
that  all  danger  was  past.  But  the  gallant  Onptain  Rodgers  was  in  advance 
that  night  with  the  Calskill,  and  a  shell  sent  suddenly  by  him  aliead  of  the 
culprit  steamer  signified  no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter  grounded  on 
a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since  served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two 
or  three  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out  immediately  after,  and  one  or 
two  may  have  gotten  in,  for  the  crews  of  the  Monitors  were  o^n  too  fatigued 
then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep  watch  at  night;  but  there  ended  the  business 
as  such,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has  passed  in  or  out. 

These  four  Monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and  ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty  (^20)  men,  which  is  almost  insignificant  in  con- 
trast with  the  work  done. 

I  have  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impreasiona  now  uppermost,  but  very 
hastily  and  under  great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  1  hope,  excuse  such 
imperfections  as  may  have  iaadvertently  occurred. 

With  moro  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this  interesting  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GtDBON  Welles,  ^ 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^'^^P.f. 

—  4mI 

Rear-Admiral  Porler't  mew*  upon  iron-clad*.  ^"^i^^^ 

No.  40.]  Mtssissippi  SituADRON,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  February  16.  1864. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  visit  to  Cincinnati  to 
examine  the  iron-clads  there,  and  see  what  prospect  there  was  of  getting  some 
of  these  vessels  into  immediate  service.         •         *         »         «         •  • 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  boats  at  (jincinnati  are  not  finished,  a»  I 
am  certain  they  would  accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  by  Monitors.  No  com- 
plaint, however,  can  be  justly  made  against  the  contractora  for  want  of  activity 
in  the  performance  of  the  work  on  these  boats. 

When  I  visited  Cincinnali  a  little  over  a  year  ago  no  preparations  were  then 
made  to  commence  these  vessels.  Now  they  are  in  a  l^ir  way  of  being  com- 
pleted, and  I  think  can  all  be  put  in  the  water  and  ready  to  operate  against  an 
enemy  by  the  first  of  June. 

When  the  government  do  get  these  boats,  they  may  rest  assured  of  receiving 
as  good  Monitor-built  vessels  as  have  yet  been  contracted  for,  for  though  I  have 
not  seen  many  to  which  I  can  compare  them,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  work- 
manship, model,  and  probably  in  speed,  these  vessels  will  be  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  any  Mimitora  yet  built,  at  least  of  those  that  I  have  seen.  I  can 
only  draw  comparison  between  these  and  the  first  Ericsson  Monitor,  which  I 
was  sent  by  order  ot  the  department  to  examine.     I  remember  pronouncing 
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that  vesKl  "a  perfect  sncceBS,"  "aud  capable  of  defeating  anything  that  then 
Seated,"  I  was  looked  upon  at  tliat  time  as  eomethmg  of  an  enthusiast,  as  my 
opinionH  were  widely  at  variance  with  those  of  some  scientific  gentlemen.  The 
results  have  justified  me  in  forming  a  high  estimate  of  the  Monitor  principle, 
and  I  waa  pleased  to  see  that  on  oui'  western  waters  we  can  huild  them  as  well, 
if  not  better,  than  in  ihc  workabops  of  the  north.  No  better  proof  is  wanted 
of  the  ability  of  the  west  to  supply  all  dcmande  of  the  government  for  iron- 
clad vessels  than  is  given  in  those  bailding  at  Cincinnati.  The  work  is  perfect 
io  every  respect,  and  put  together  bo  well  that  it  may  be  compared  to  joiner's 
work.  The  hulls  are  as  strong  as  can  possibly  be  desired,  the  speed  will  be 
good,  and  the  only  fault  in  the  vesBels,  if  tbey  have  any,  is  the  "overhang"  aft, 
which  is  of  no  conaeqnence  in  a  smooth  sen,  but  must  be  injurious  when  the 
Monitors  have  to  go  from  port  to  port. 

The  nearest  to  completion  of  thi'seUonitoreiB  one  of  those  in  the  Greenwood 
building;  she  can  be  laonched  in  a  month,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  when  finished, 
coald  commencit  at  Cairo,  and  going  down  the  river,  could  destroy  every  vessel 
we  have  on  these  waters,  unless  tbey  took  advantage  of  their  greater  speed  and 
ran  away.  The  heaviest  and  best  vessel  we  have,  the  Benton,  would  stand  a 
poor  chance  against  the  Monitor  alluded  to.  If  she  failed  to  sink  the  Benton 
with  shot,  she  could  surely  do  it  with  her  beak  or  ram,  which  is  not  the  least 
formidable  thing  about  her ;  this  is  saying  a'  great  deal,  for  the  Benton  is  a  veiy 
formidable  vessel,  and  since  she  has  been  under  my  command  has  been  struck 
130  times  in  the  hull  without  any  apparent  damage.  Three  of  the  Monitors  at 
Ciucinnati  are  on  the  improved  Kricsaon  plan,  while  the  two  light-draughts  build- 
ing at  the  Hamilton  Works  are  to  be  submerged  when  going  into  action,  I  do 
not  like  that  as  well  as  the  Ericsson  model,  as  there  is  more  machinery  about 
them  than  is  desirable;  simplicity  of  arrangement  being  the  object  to  be  aimed 
at  in  veSBcls-of-war.  The  plan  of  these  latter  mentioned  vessels  is  a  good  one, 
provided  their  armor  and  backing  is  strong  enough  to  stand  heavy  shot,  which  I 
think  will  be  the  case  if  they  only  encounter  the  ordinary  rifle  projectile. 

From  the  information  received  from  the  different  officers  I  have  sent  on  duty 
at  various  times  to  the  points  where  these  iron  vessels  are  buUdtng,  the  same 
favorable  report  is  made  of  their  efEci en cy,  and  the  good  work  that  is  being  put 
OQ  them;  and  in  six  months  we  will  have  a  fleet  of  vessels  that  will  keep  thia 
river  against  tbo  fleets  of  the  world,  and  be  enabled  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
enemy's  quarters  where  there  is  anything  like  an  equality  in  guns.  I  think  too 
much  has  been  expected  of  Monitors  heretofore,  and  the  fact  that  two  or  three 
of  them  were  not  able  to  overcome  obstacles  formidable  enough  to  keep  out  a 
la^  fleet  of  three-deckers  has,  in  a  measure,  weakened  the  confidence' of  the 
pabtic  (who  generally  know  little  or  nothing  about  such  matters)  in  them. 

But  the  Monitors,  for  harbor  defence,  are  just  as  valuable  as  they  were  on  the 
day  when  tlie  first  one  drove  the  leviathan  "Merrimack"  back  to  her  hole,  and 
laved  the  honor  of  the  nation.  I  am  sure  that  Monitors  would  have  done  much 
better  on  this  river  than  the  old  Pook  gunboats  did,  which  were  built  for  tem- 
porary purposes  only,  or  until  Monitors  could  take  their  places.  Earthworks 
on  elevated  positions  are  difficult  to  silence,  it  is  true,  except  by  a  concentrated 
fire  of  many  guns,  and  Monitors  are  not  well  provided  in  numbers.  No  vessels 
have  been  more  successfnl  than  the  Mississippi  gunboats  whenever  they  have 
been  called  on  to  attack  such  works.  Still  they  were  very  deficient  in  one  re- 
spect, as  they  were  very  vulnerable,  suffered  a  good  deal,  and  proved  that  in  the 
end  the  Monitor  principle,  from  its  invulnerability,  was  the  only  thing  that  could 
be  safely  depended  on.  For  this  reason  I  often  wished  that  I  had  been  provided 
with  one  good  Monitor,  with  which,  at  certain  times,  I  could  have  accomplished 
more  than  with  a  fleet  of  such  boats  ae  we  have  here, 

A  new  boat,  the  Uzark,  has  just  arrived  here.  As  far  as  her  turret  is  con- 
cerned she  is  all  right,  but  her  hall  is  too  high  out  of  water,  and  she  lacks 
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apecd ;  she  can  only  be  considered  one  of  the  tomponry  vgcmIb,  and  will  he 
valuable  only  under  an  ordinary  fort. 

The  two  light-dniught  Mooitore,  Osage  and  Neosho,  do  very  well  for  Iteiil 
work,  but  are  not  at  all  enitabte  for  rough  weather  or  heavy  serrice ;  aiid  I 
would  not  recommend  the  building  of  any  more  vessels  of  this  kind.  A  mnic 
uncomfortable  class  of  vessels  it  is  not  possible  to  think  of;  they  are  perfectlj 
killing  to  officers  and  men.  The  work  on  them  is  not  as  good  as  that  donf  it 
Cincinnati  and  Pittsburg,  but  it  is  quite  creditable  for  first  attempts. 

If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  government  to  bnild  any  more  Honitois,  nr, 
indeed,  iron-vessels  of  peculiar  construction,  I  would  beg  leave  to  tecommend 
that  a  fair  portion  of  patronage  be  given  to  the  western  fbandriea.  I  brieve 
the  work  will  be  done  cheaper  and  better  thau  it  can  be  done  elsewhere.  Veswb 
of  any  size  can  be  bailt  in  any  part  of  theee  rivers.  The  senselesa  cry  abont 
the  want  of  water,  here  or  there,  should  not  be  taken  into  consideratioo  for  a 
moment,  for  at  low  water  the  whole  Misai^sippi  is  a  chain  of  sand  bars,  and  no 

Slace  then  possesses  any  advantage  over  another.  There  is  less  water  belov 
airo  than  there  is  at  Cairo  and  neighborhood,  and  at  dead  low  water  a  boat 
drawing  six  feet  cannot  get  above  Helena,  while,  for  eight  months  in  the  ynr, 
a  vessel  drawing  ten  feet  could  traverse  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  river. 
It  matters  little,  then,  what  point  on  the  river  is  ac4;upied  as  a  bailding  point; 
proper  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  government  would  canse  workshops  ti> 
spring  up  in  all  directions,  and  government  would  have  vessels  boilt  by  privair 
enterprise  cheaper  than  could  be  built  at  governmeut  works  out  here,  which  m 
this  region  would  cost  large  outlays  before  they  would  be  ready  to  boild  ■ 
steamer. 

It  is  astonishing  how  little  theee  weetcrn  manufacturers  require  to  cmnmMicr 
operations  with ;  and  while  the  goventmcnt  officials  would  be  laying  out  the 
yard  to  work  in,  they  would  have  the  vessel  built. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  useful  information  can  be  gained  by  a  history  of  ibc 
iron-clads  used  on  this  river,  for  I  presume  and  hope  that  there  is  no  intentioii 
of  building  any  more  vessels  of  that  class ;  they  were  temporary  expedients, 
and  they  have  done  their  work  well.  1  do  not  think  it  desirable,  however,  tbil 
any  more  should  be  built.  No  vessels  have  done  harder  fighting  anywhne: 
they  have  averaged  twenty-one  hoiira  each  under  fire  since  they  were  firel  bailt 
and  put  in  commission,  some  of  them  have  been  sunk  and  others  badly  cat 
up,  but  they  have  seldom  failed  to  achieve  their  object,  and  have  opened,  m 
helped  to  open,  over  3,G00  miles  of  river  once  in  the  hands  of  the  cneoiy.  Il>d 
they  been  Monitors,  they  would  liave  accomplished  their  work  in  much  \ttf 
time,  as  there  was  never  sufficient  confidence  in  their  ability  to  stand  shot,  ex- 
cept when  opposed  to  a  fort  bow  on,  in  which  case  I  know  of  no  failure  on  ibi'ir 
part  to  silence  a  battery,  though  they  could  not  always  take  possession.  Had 
they  been  Monitors,  many  things  would  have  been  undertaken  that  were  deeaed 
too  hazardous  in  eemi-wooden  vessels,  and  many  forts  would  have  been  eaptnied 
or  attacked  successfully  that  were  deemed  impregnable  against  anything  but 
Monitors.  I  con  say,  however,  that  no  backwardness  was  ever  shown  by  tbr 
commaodcrs  of  the  temporary  gunboats  in  attacking  any  fort  that  was  erectid 
on  the  river  with  more  or  less  success ;  and  the  reason  why  more  easnaltiH  did 
not  occur  on  board  the  vessels  was  owing  to  their  fighting  bow  on,  and  prcsral- 
ing  their  strongest  part.  These  vessels  have  a  wood  backing  on  their  bow  •>( 
twenty-four  inches  of  oak,  which  is  covered  with  three  inches  of  iron.  I  kno* 
of  no  instance  where  the  iron  on  the  bow  was  perforated.  Some  of  the  plstH 
were  cracked  and  badly  indented,  but  were  always  serviceable  afterwards,  mi 
it  was  seldom  thought  necessary  to  repair  them. 

Id  connexion  with  this  matter,  I  b^  leave  to  say  that  from  my  observatkB 
the  resistance  of  iron  depends  more  on  the  wooden  backing  than  on  the  thieknest 
of  the  iron — that  is,  two  inches  of  iron  on  thirty-six  inches  of  oak  will  reMt 
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.  more  than  thr«e  inches  of  iron  oa  fifteen  incbea  of  oek.  I  have,  moreover. 
noti<^  that  where  there  is  a  backing  of  wood  covered  with  tbree-inch  iron,  and 
that  iron  with  wood  again,  the  resistance  of  the  latter  will  prevent  balia  of  heavjr 
size  from  entering  the  iron.  In  fact,  it  is  hardly  indented.  ThiB  was  particu- 
larly demonatrated  in  the  paaaage  of  the  fleet  past  Vicksburg,  when  it  was 
necesHary  to  take  every  precantion  to  inaare  sacceas  and  prevent  injun''  to  the 
steamers.  Heavy  logs,  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  were  hung  perpendiculaily 
on  the  sides  of  the  veaael  cloae  together,  and  ao  eecnred  that  no  ahot  could  strike 
the  aide  without  pasaing  tlirongh  the  logs.  Balea  of  hay  were  also  packed  over 
the  decka  and  atorna  in  sufficient  thickness  (it  was  auppoacd)  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  any  shot.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  prcaaed  hay  waa  no  protection  what- 
ever against  shot  or  shell.  They  passed  through  four  or  five  bales,  and  very 
much  endangered  the  vessels  by  setting  the  hay  on  fire.  Wherever  the  pro- 
jectilea  of  the  enemy  struck  the  logs,  they  did  no  further  damage ;  they  would 
paaa  through  the  logs,  strike  the  iron  without  leaving  more  than  an  indentation, 
and  glance  off.  Many  instances  of  narrow  escapes  eould  bo  mentioned  where 
the  vessels  were  saved  by  the  intervention  of  the  wood,  and  in  no  instance  were 
the  vessels  damaged  where  the  logs  were  properly  placed.  The  incidents  of 
that  night — the  passage  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries — suggested  to  me  the  idea 
of  first  having  a  heavy  backing  of  wood,  then  a  layer  of  iron,  and  then  a  cover- 
ing of  wood  over  the  iron,  which  will,  I  am  convinced,  make  a  vessel  perfectly 
(hot-proof  I  notice  that  the  idea  is  not  an  original  one,  bnt  has  been  discovered 
and  recommended  by  several  persona.  There  are  two  vessela  in  thia  squadron, 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw,  which  give  proof  of  the  value  of  heavy  backing  to 
iron.  These  veasels  were  built  with  heavy  frames,  covered  on  the  outside  with 
gutta-percha,  and  then  with  a  light  thickness  of  iron.  Whenever  these  vessels 
have  been  struck  on  the  iron  where  tlie  wood  backing  was  heavy,  they  resisted 
the  shot  of  heaviest  calibre,  but  where  the  backing  was  light  shot  went  in  at 
one  side  and  out  at  the  other.  The  defence  of  gutta-percha  was  not  of  the 
slightest  use  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  waa  a  detriment,  and  aided  very  much  in  de- 
stroying the  veasels  by  rot.  It  is  so  much  extra  weight  that  the  vessels  have 
to  carry,  without  deriving  the  slightest  benefit  from  it.  The  money  that  built 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw  would  have  built  three  Monitors  of  such  a  model ; 
that  one  Monitor  wonid  have  destroyed  both  of  the  first.  I  would  here  state 
that  these  two  vessels  will  only  be  serviceable  for  a  short  time,  as  they  are 
already  allowing  signs  of  weakness.  They  are  not  very  serviceable,  have  not 
speed  enough,  and  are  too  unwieldy  for  rams,  and  in  some  parte  are  very  vul- 
nerable. They  have,  however,  fine  machinery,  and  when  they  wear  out  it  can 
be  fitted  to  better  hnlla.  I  consider  these  vessels  only  as  temporary  expedients, 
to  give  way  to  the  Monitor  class  when  there  is  a  sufficient  number  built. 

Another  class  of  vessels  in  this  squadron  deserves  mention,  as  showing  the 
difierent  expedients  resorted  to  to  open  and  defend  the  Mississippi  river.  I 
allude  to  the  Tuscnmbia,  Chillicothe,  and  Indianola,  Two  of  these  have  been 
tried  under  batteries,  and  the  Indianola  in  battle  against  vessels,  and  have 
shown  that  the  Monitor  principle  only  was  the  right  one.  Their  turrets  were 
in  no  instance  found  impenetrable  to  the  heavy  rifled  shot,  and  besides  they 
were  soon  damaged  in  tlieir  wheels,  which  afforded  fine  targets  for  the  enemy 
to  fire  at.  Still,  two  of  these  vessels  remained  under  fire  as  long  as  any  Mon- 
itors have  been  known  to  remain  at  one  time,  and  if  they  did  not  come  up  to 
the  Monitors  in  invulnerability,  they  accomplished  all  that  was  required  at  the 
time,  viz :  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  atronghold.  The  builders  never  claimed 
that  they  should  t>e  considered  more  than  temporary  expedients  with  which  to 
harass  the  enemy;  and  taken  in  that  sense,  they  certunly  may  he  considered 
very  good  vessela,  and  have  fairly  repaid  all  the  money  spent  on  themi  taking 
into  consideration  the  work  they  have  done. 

As  to  approving  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  styles  of  gonboAt  W  Bttll'f 
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a  permanent  eyatem  of  national  defence  to  be  adopted  in  this  country,  that  1 
cannot  do.  Any  profeeeional  man  who  will  lay  aside  his  prejudices  caused  by 
tbe  diecomforta  incident  to  tbe  Monitora,  muet  admit  that  aa  a  harbor  defence 
they 'are  the  bi>at  and  only  veaaela  to  be  built ;  and  I  hope  we  ahall  eec  every 
harbor  in  the  United  Rtatca  where  there  ia  a  chance  of  an  enemy  penetrating, 
anpplied  with  two  or  three  of  theae  floating  batteries.  If  they  have  not  been 
able  to  penetrate  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  where  fifty  guns  to  one  was  oppoted 
to  them,  and  where  they  had  to  contend  with  obstmctiona  placed  in  their  way 
impoaeible  to  be  removed,  it  in  no  way  detracta  from  their  well-earucd  reputa- 
tion for  efBcicncy.  They  have  done  at  Charleaton  what  no  other  vcasfle  ever 
built  could  piufibly  hare  accomplUhed ;  and  though  the  army,  a^  usual  when 
combined  operations  are  carried  on,  has  monopolized  all  the  honors,  it  ia  a  very 
certain  fact  that  the  Monitora  held  their  own  as  no  other  vet^M^la  could  have 
done,  and  under  their  shelter  the  army  waa  enabled  to  perform  their  work  sue- 
eesafully, 

I  hojie,  sir,  ynu  will  excuae  the  anreasonable  length  of  this  comm an i cation  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  Monitors ;  but  I  know  their  value  when  properly  used,  have 
felt  the  want  of  them  so  much  at  times  that  I  would  have  exchanged  several 
even  of  the  best  of  my  vesaela  for  one  of  them  properly  fitted.  I  have  seen  a 
whole  army  kept  at  bay  for  the  want  of  one  of  these  little  "  shot-proofs,"  and 
have,  now  and  then,  been  tempted  to  do  foolish  things  in  hopes  of  accomplishing 
what  I  deemed  impracticable.  The  Cincinnati  waa  sunk  when  my  owu  jndg- 
ment  told  me  it  waa  wrong  to  place  her  where  I  was  called  upon  to  order  her 
to.  With  a  single  Monitor  rrteuUa  would  have  been  very  different ;  and  on  thai 
day,  inatead  of  having  a  veaael  aunk,  the  right  wing  of  our  army  would  have 
gained  a  position  commanding  the  moat  important  worka  in  and  about  Vicka- 
burg.  Vulnerable  aa  this  veaael  waa,  it  would  not  have  done  for  the  navy  to 
heaitate,  when  the  army  thought  there  ioa»  a  piospecl  oj'iucceta. 

In  concluflion,  air,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  west  may  be  con- 
verted into  a  large  wnrkahop  for  the  building  of  future  Mouitors  of  all  aizes. 
I  know  of  no  part  of  the  Union  where  the  work  can  be  done  better  or  quicker. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 
DAVID  D.  PORTER. 

Rear-Admiral 

Hon.  61DBON  Wblles, 

Seerelartf  of  the  Navi/,  WtuAington,  D.  C. 


Commodore  John  Rodgert'i  opinion  f^  iron-clad*. 

Washinqton,  D.  C,  April  7,  18C4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  in  regard  to  armored  veetek. 
There  are  two  classes  of  iron-clad  veaaela- of- war  in  use,  in  which  two  dif- 
ferent principles  are  involved ;  these  claa^ea  have  each  their  peculiar  defects 
and  advantagea.     I  refer  to  the  Irunsidea  cUbb  and  to  the  Monitor  class. 

In  the  Ironaidea  class  the  hull  of  a  wooden  man-of-war,  as  constructed  fer 
general  purposes,  ia  clad  with  iron.  It  is  true  some  modificatiou  of  abape  and 
iuereaae  of  size  ia  required  to  meet  the  additional  weight  which  she  haa  to  eanr. 
but  Btill,  in  esacntiala,  ahe  is  a  veaael  of  the  ordinary  model ;  abe  baa  the  ad- 
vantagea of  ample  quarters  for  her  crew,  with  free  access  to  her  decks  in  etoims. 
with  natural  ventilation,  with  abundance  of  light,  with  numerous  guns,  giving 
her  a  rapidity  of  fire  unattainable  in  a  Monitor,  and  easential  in  battering  forts; 
and  ahe  ia  aa  able  to  carry  canvas  as  other  men-nf-war. 

Tbe  Monitor  class,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  new.  If  I  understand  the  idea,  it  'a 
to  cnt  off  all  the  surface  above  water,  except  that  which  may  be  neceosair  to 
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flotation,  flnd  to  carry  the  gune  in  a  revolving  turret,  or  tnrreiB,  near  the  centre 
of  mntion,  and  eapported  upon  the  keel  nnd  kcUone. 

The  plans  upon  which  Mr,  Ericsson  has  worked  out  this  idea  of  his 
may  be  modified  by  further  experience,  but  the  idea  itself  will  be  employed 
while  iron-ckd  vessels  are  used  in  warfare. 

It  lias  these  advantB{;es :  ITie  Monitor  has  the  least  possible  surface  to  be 
plated,  and,  therefore,  takes  the  least  possible  tonnage  to  float  armor  of  a  given 
thickness,  or  with  a  given  tonnage  allows  the  greatest  possible  thickness  of 
amor,  and  consequently  the  greate:^t  possible  impenetrability.  The  ability  to 
oury  armor  is  proportionate  to  the  tonnage;  but  tne  Monitors  of  844  tons  have 
actually  thicker  plating  thau  the  Ironsides  of  3,450  tons,  and  than  the  Warrior 
of  6,000  tons,  and  yet  the  Ironsides  and  Warrior  have  only  the  middle  portion 
of  their  hulls  plated,  their  ends  being  idcrely  of  wood  without  armor. 

l^bc  guns  of  the  Monitors,  near  the  centra  of  motion,  are  supported  npon  the 
keel  and  kelsons,  upborne  by  the  deptb  of  water  under  them,  and  carried  by 
the  whole  strength  of  the  hull.  In  Monitors  beavter  guns  are  therefore  practi- 
cable than  can  ever  be  carried  in  broadside  out  upon  the  ribs  of  a  ship. 

In  Monitors,  concentration  of  guns  and  armor  is  the  object  sought.  In  them 
the  plating  is  compressed  into  inches  of  elevation,  while  in  the  Ironsides  class 
it  is  extended  over  feet,  and  the  comparatively  numerous  guns  distributed  over 
the  decks  of  the  Ironsides  class  are  moulded  into  a  few  larger  ones  in  the  turrets 
of  the  Monitors. 

When  power  is  required  in  the  individual  guns,  enough  to  crush  and  pierce 
the  side  of  the  adversary  at  a  single  blow,  the  most  formidable  artilleiy  must  be 
employed,  and  fiftceninch  gtins  are  the  most  formidable  which,  so  far,  we  have 
tried ;  hut  no  vessel  of  the  Ironsides  class  can  carry  these  guns,  and  the  Monitors 
actually  do  carry  them. 

If  target  esperimentit  are  reliable,  a  shot  from  the  fifteen-inch  gun  will  crush 
in  the  sides  of  any  vessel  of  the  Ironsides  class  in  Europe  or  America.  A  single 
well-planted  bloir  would  sink  either  the  Warrior,  Glorie,  Magenta,  Minotaur,  or 
Bellerophon. 

The  Dictator,  of  3,000  tons,  has  annor  thick  enough,  I  believe,  to  withstand 
fifteen-inch  guns. 

The  objections  to  the  Monitor  class,  such  as  I  have  seen  in  use,  are  from 
fewtiess'of  guns  ;  the  lack  of  rapidity  of  fire  in  battering  forts  or  wooden  vessels ; 
the  loss  of  accommodation  from  dispensing  with  the  upper  deck  or  decks  ;  the 
greater  unheal thincss  fjom  dampness  and  from  confinement  below,  in  even  a 
moderate  sea;  from  the  los?  of  light;  and  from  depending  upon  bhiwers  driven 
by  steam  for  ventilation. 

The  Monitors  are  slower  than  their  steam  power  would  seem  to  promise.  In 
all  of  tbem  the  slip  of  their  screws  is  excessive.  This  I  attribute  to  the  over- 
hang, which,  if  a  source  of  strength  in  action  from  its  use  as  a  ram,  and  from  its 
protecting  the  propeller  and  rudder,  ia  a  source  of  weakness  and  strain  at  sea. 
The  overhang  has  the  advantage  of  keeping  the  vessel  very  steady.  She  can- 
not roll  with  these  wing-like  projections  holding  up  her  sides,  nor  pitch,  nor 
send  with  the  immense  fiat  snrface  of  the  overhang  to  resist  those  motions;  but , 
as  the  Monitor  is  slower  thau  other  vessels  of  like  tonnage  and  power,  it  must 
he  presumed  that  the  dtfiercnce  of  shape  makes  the  difference  of  speed ;  and  the 
overhang  constitutes  the  sole  difference  of  shape. 

If  ordinary  vessels  can  endure  the  pitching  and  rending  motions,  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  Monitors  can  endure  them.  If  ordinary  vessels  can  have  their 
rams  below  water,  so  may  thi'  Monitors;  nor  is  it  uecci'i'ary  to  equality  that  tbe 
rudder  and  propeller  of  the  Monitor  should  be  better  protected  than  those  of  her 
competitors. 

The  Monitor  model  rolls  very  little,  and  is  extremely  easy  in  a  sea-way.     In 
a  gale  of  wind  it  was  found  on  board  the  Monitor  Weehawken  that  wbilf^Ura 
H.  Ex.  Doc.  69 3B  O 
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eompanion,  the  wooden  corvette  Iroqaoie,  (deemed  a  vtjy  perfect  model,)  had 
an  excessively  yiolent  motion,  so  riotent  indeed  that  no  one  conld  stand  apon 
her  decks  withont  the  assistance  of  life-lines,  the  Weehawken  had  eo  linlt 
motion  that  a  bottle  of  claret  stood  for  an  honr  upon  its  narrow  base  on  the 
dinner-table  in  the  cabin,  when  it  was  put  away. 

I  do  not  consider  the  lowness  of  the  Monitors  in  the  water  a  sonrce  of  nnuf^ 
nesB.  They  start  to  sea  with  sufficient  buoyancy,  and,  by  the  consmnprioD  of 
coal  and  proTisions,  they  hourly  grow  lizhter.  Anything  lighter  than  water  viU 
float  npou  it,  and  however  deeply  buried,  while  lighter  tnau  water,  it  most  enm« 
to  the  Burfacs;  but  effectual  means  must  be  need  to  keep  the  vea^el  tigbu  for 
any  considerable  accumulation  of  water  in  the  hull  will  sink  her,  which  is  trae 
also  of  ships  generally. 

The  cascmated  vessels,  such  aa  the  Ironsides,  if  not  safer  than  Monitors,  lie 
more  comfortable,  and,  therefore,  probably  more  healthy,  with  greater  hcilitirf 
for  carrying  canvas  than  the  Uonttor  class  seems  to  admit  of. 

To  sum  up  my  conclusions,  I  think  that  the  Monitor  class  and  the  Ironeidi'^ 
class  are  different  weapons,  each  having  its  peculiar  advantages ;  both  needcil 
to  an  iron-clad  navy.  Doth  needed  in  war ;  but  that  when  the  Monitor  clata 
measnrea  its  strength  against  the  Ironsidea  class,  then,  with  vessels  of  eqiul 
size,  the  Monitor  class  will  overpower  the  Ironsides  claaa,  and,  indeed,  a  tiu^e 
Monitor  will  capture  many  cascmated  vessels  of  no  greater  individual  ^iie  m 
speed;  and  aa  vessels  find  their  natural  antagonists  in  vessels,  and  only  thi^ii 
exceptional  antagonists  in  forts,  it  must  be  considered  that,  upon  the  whole,  the 
Monitor  principle  contains  the  moat  anccessful  elements  for  plating  veaaels  for 
war  purposes. 

Ibave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  RODGERS, 
Commodore  United  StaUt  Aarjr. 

Hod.  Gideon  W&llbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Brigadier  General  Bamard't  opinion  of  Arreted  vttt^t. 

Headquartbbs  Chikf  Enuinbbr  op  Dkpbncbs, 

Wathimgton,  Fd>r%ars  4,  1664. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d,  I  have  to  say  that,  having  occs»)od 
in  October  last  to  visit  New  York  on  bnsiness  connected  with  my  former  Awit* 
there,  and  having  been  for  several  months  serving  aa  a  member  of  the  "per- 
manent commission,"  conatitnted  by  the  Navy  Department  for  examining  ihr 
Domerone  projects  and  inventions  pressed  npon  it,  I  felt  it  desirable  to  ksvt  ■ 
little  more  practical  acquaintance  with  the  constmction  of  our  iron-dads  than  1 
had,  and  desired  from  the  Secretary  of  War  an  order. 

The  object  of  getting  the  order  was  to  cover  my  expenses  while  dotn;  * 
pablic  dnty,  and  to  avoid  being  rated  as  on  "  leave  of  absence,"  while  really 
en^fed  in  pablic  duties. 

The  order  I  took  with  me  was  prepared  on  a  memorandom  written  by  ibe 
Secretary  himself,  and  aimply  directed  me  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  in^prt: 
the  iron-clads.  Subsequently  a  more  formal  order  was  made  ont  to  inspect  ill 
the  iron-clads,  and  to  report  to  the  War  Department.  The  order  thns  naodifr^ 
was  never  seen  by  me  nntil  my  retnm.  Believing  it  to  have  ariaeo  from  a  m^^ 
misapprehension  of  the  original  intent,  I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  say  «bc 
I  had  not  executed  it.  Nevertheless,  bad  I  been  able.  I  shoald  have  lenm^ 
and  completed  the  inspection.  As  it  was,  I  was  met  here  by  important  don^ 
Then  by  an  order  placing  me  on  a  board  for  altering  the  armament  for  the  d<- 
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fences  of  Washington;  then  by  an  order  to  examine  the  sliore  of  Lake  Erie, 
lee.  Sec.;  BO  that  it  has  been  entirely  incompatible  with  my  duties  to  make 
snch  an  inspection  and  stndy  of  our  iron-clade  as  would  justify  an  official  report 
Co  the  War  Department. 

The  information  I  got  was  for  my  own  use,  as  a  member  of  your  commission, 
and  as  an  engineer  officer.  I  formed  a  high  opinion  of  armored  and  turreted 
veesels  bnilt  after  Mr.  Ericsson's  designs,  particularly  as  harbor-defence  vessels — 
in  fact,  coming  to  the  conclusiou  that  bis  plans  furnish  the  beet  solution  of  the 
problem  of  constructing  vessels  for  this  purpose.  I  also  believed  that  in  the 
Dictator  and  Puritan  we  should  have  vessels  capable  of  eucountenng  the  heaviest 
seas,  if  not  uf  keeping  the  sea  a  long  time,  aud  making  trans- Atlantic  voyages, 
and  that,  from  their  armament  and  slight  exposure  to  an  enemy's  shot,  they 
would  contend  successfully  with  anything  afloat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BAENAKD, 

Brigadier  General. 
G.  V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Attittant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  of  Qotmnor  Morgan  to  the  Preiident  atking   that  an  iron-elad  be 
etatioMed  m  New  York  harbor. 

State  of  Nfw  York, 
Executive  Department,  Albany,  October  31,  186S. 

DbaR  Sir  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dat«d  17tb  September  last,  being  a  reply  to  a  telegraphic 
despatch  to  him,  sent  by  me  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  asking  for  an  iron- 
claa  government  steamer  to  be  placed  in  N^w  Tork  harbor  for  its  defence. 

The  startling  events  which  have  since  occurred  upon  the  ocean,  and  informa- 
tion through  the  newspapers  and  private  sources  as  to  the  designs  of  the  rebels 
in  building  and  purchasing  iron-clad  vessels  in  Europe,  freely  show  the  uecessity 
for  the  means  of  defence  ashed  for. 

The  subject  is  of  the  greatest  importauce,  and  I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  renew  my  request,  and  to  make  it  directly  to  yon,  not  because  the  Navy 
Department  has  shown  an  indisposition  to  act,  but  because  of  the  importance 
of  the  measure  to  the  interests  of  the  city  and  Slate  of  New  York  and  the 
country,  that  if  the  abilities  of  the  Navy  Department  will  not  permit  a  com- 
pliance, your  excellency  will  direct  that  provision  be  otherwise  made  to  meet 
this  imperative  necessity. 

What  I  desire  is  that  an  armed  iron-clad  steamer  be  sent  to  New  York  to  de- 
fend its  harbor,  and  that  the  necessary  order  to  that  end  be  immediately  given 
by  you.  The  people  of  New  York  are  alarmed  already,  but  they  would  be 
much  more  so  it  the  defenceless  condition  of  that  city  was  more  fully  kuown  to 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln,  Pretident. 


Navy  Dbpartmbnt,  S^iember  17,  1868. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  de- 
spatch, dated  Albany.  September  16,  fi.30  p.  m.,  suggesting  "that  the  new  iron- 
clad government  steamer  can  be  put  to  no  use  more  important  for  all  interested 
than  by  placing  her  at  once  in  New  York  harbor."  ^-.  ■ 
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The  Ktenmor  refrrred  to  is  probably  tbe  New  Ironsides,  iion-  at  PliiladelpbU. 
where  ber  prcsenee  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  Governor  Curttn.  Thf 
Galena  and  Monitor  are  ^ardin^r  the  entrance  of  tbe  JameH  river  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  Jlerrimae  No,  2.  Under  these  circumstsnceH  it  would  setm  to  bf 
imposeible  to  comply  with  your  reqncst.  In  this  connexion,  I  desin-  to  prweui 
for  your  con i<i deration  ii  letter  addressed  by  this  department  to  the  chairman  nf 
the  House  Naval  Cummil tee,  dated  March  85,  1862;  also,  as  bearing  on  thf 
same  subject,  the  letter  of  General  Tolten,  dated  May  10,  1862,  nddrwscd  to 
the  Secrelarj-  of  War,  and  communicated  to  the  House. 
I  am,  respnctlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLKS. 

Secretary  of  thf  Navy. 
His  Excellency  E.  D.  Morgan, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Netc  York,  Albany. 


Memorial  from  the  Commif/ee  of  Boiton  Board  of  Trade,  atking  that  the  A'a- 
hanl  may  remain  at  Ballon. 

Oppick  ok  thb  Board  or  Trade, 

Botton,  Noeembcr  13,  1862. 
Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  this  board  on  tbe  subject  of  "defeccc 
of  ihc  harbor,"  appointed  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  have 
already  more  than  once  asked  the  attention  of  the  government  to  tbe  compara- 
tively defenceless  state  of  tbe  harbor  of  Boston,  anahave  also  to-day  addressed 
tbe  honorible  Secretary  of  War  on  this  subject.  In  view  of  the  recent  reck- 
less depredations  of  the  piratical  steamer  Alabama,  and  her  reported  near 
proximitr  to  our  bay.  and  also  the  apparently  well  authentieated  fact  recently 
made  public  that  powerful  rams  art'  now  partinllj'  construcled  in  England  to  M 
used  by  the  rebels  in  au  attack  on  our  principal  cities  on  the  northein  coast 
added  to  an  appreheuKion  (by  uo  means  unfounded)  that  our  country  may  sud- 
denly be  involved  in  a  foreign  war,  it  cnnnol  be  regarded  atrangi-  that  this  com- 
munity should  be  pervaded  by  dei  p  solicitude  as  to  tbe  absence  ■>f  immediate 
means  to  make  any  adequate  defence  against  au  attack  from  either  of  the  sourta 
referred  to.  A  public  meeting  on  the  Exchange,  on  thb  subject,  hae  been  pro- 
posed, but  discountenanced  by  more  r<-lleeting  minds  as  calculated  to  do  much 
Eartn  by  advertising  to  the  world  the  weakness  of  our  means  of  defence,  and  il 
is  probable  that  from  similav  cousideratioiis  so  little  hae  been  published  io  tlie 
papers  of  the  day.  Under  thesi-  circumstances  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  ap- 
preciate the  motives  which  lead  the  imdersigned,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  to 
urge  on  your  immediate  consideration  the  importance  of  your  co-operation  with 
the  War  Departmiiit  in  causing  this  harbor  to  be  completely  fortified  with  tbe 
least  possible  delay.  The  three  forts,  Warn-n,  Independence,  and  Wiiithrop, 
whicli  are  d<-.'«igned  to  mount  6R\  guns,  are  now  ready  to  receive  475  guns.  Only 
153  guns  ai'e  now  actually  mounted,  and  none  of  these  can  be  said  to  be  of  luf- 
ficienily  large  calibre  to  make  a  succesi<ful  defence  against  an  armor-plated 
steamship,  esperially  i,  she  should  attempt  to  enter  tbe  harbor  through  "Broad 
Sound,"  The  works  to  receive  nearly  all  the  guns — say  about  475 — are  no* 
complete,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  tbe  engineer's  department.  It  only  lemaiu 
for  the  requisite  ordnance  to  be  supplied.  Until  this  is  done,  and  even  after- 
wards, this  harbor  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  a  proper  sMte  of  defence  without* 
floating  battery-  We  are  not  unaware  of  the  i-nibarrassment  which  the  gorera- 
ment  lias  suffered  from  the  limited  means  of  supplying  ordnance  in  its  greU 
emergency,  nor  would  we  make  tbe  claims  of  Boston  harbor  for  protection  un- 
duly prominent,  but  you  will  pardon  us  if  we  suggest  that,  after  a.  war  of  iwcuiy 
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mijDths,  the  harbor  of  the  third  commttrctal  city  ia  thi-  Union  ought  no  longer 
to  be  allowed  by  ita  very  weakness  to  invite  the  aggression  of  a  draperate 
enemy.  It  ia  believed  by  practical  men  that  through  '■  Broad  Sonnd,"  (one  of 
the  two  principal  etitrancea  to  thia  hnrbor,)  a  rccklcea  anil  daring  piraticnl  iron- 
clad steamer  miglit  enter  witbont  serious  injury  and  lay  our  city  under  contribu- 
lion.  Apart  from  all  other  con sidenit ions,  we  nned  only  allude  to  the  moral  . 
effect  of  such  an  act  on  our  cause  at  home  and  abroad.  Ii  is  believed  that  our 
Ktatement  ns  to  the  present  actual  condition  of  the  fi)rls  will  be  found  sub- 
Ktantiated  by  recent  official  reports. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  fiiets,  we  heg  reppeclfully  to  BUggest  that  the  new 
iron-clfld  steamer  Nahnnt,  (of  the  Monitor  class,)  now  nearly  completed  by  Mr. 
Loring,  be  allowed  to  remain  In  this  harbor  fur  ii-t  defence,  at  Ica-st  until  the 
ni^cessary  guns  are  placed  iu  the  Bovernl  forliHiations  of  the  harbor  anil  the 
pirate  Alabama  has  necn  either  captured  or  destroyed,  provided  that  such  die- 
posal  of  the  Nahant  be,  in  any  reasonable  degree,  compatibh^  with  the  imme- 
diate or  more  important  requirements  of  some  other  branch  of  ihe  public  service. 
At  thie  point  we  need  not  say  that  we  do  not  pn>sume  to  dictate,  although 
we  should  be  derelict  in  our  duty  if  we  omitted  to  present  to  your  mind  the 
great  importance  of  at  once  placin<^  this  harbor  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the 
deep  solicitude  of  tliis  board  and  of  the  community  generally  in  reference  to 
this  matter.  May  we  not  hope  that  tbis  subject  will  receive  the  prompt  action 
(hat  its  importance  demands. 

We  remain,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  a  TOBEY. 
F.  W.  LINCOLN.  Jr.. 
W.T.  GLIDES', 
CO.  WHITMORE, 
THOMAS  ASl'lNWALL, 
WILLIAM  E.  COFFIN. 
JOSEPH  S.  FAY, 

CammiUee. 
Hon.  6lDBOM  Wbllbs, 

Stcretary  of  the  Naoy,  WathijtgUm. 


Letter  of  Qofentor  Morgan  relative  Ui  itJtiKe  of  New  York  karhor. 

Statb  op  Nbw  York, 
Executive  Department,  Albany,  November  17,  1862. 
Sib  :  On  my  return  from  Washington  I  find  your  letter  of  the  lltb  instant, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  Rear-Admiral  Fanlding,  in  reference  to 
the  anchorage  of  the  school-ship  Savannah. 

I  take  thiaoccasiontoreferto  the  subject  of  our  interview  with  yon  in  reference 
to  the  defences  of  New  York  harbor,  and  to  expreaa  my  gratification  at  its 
result.  I  had  then  just  been  informed  that  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  was  satis- 
lied  that  the  Savannah  was  nnsnitable  for  the  service  specified.  Accordingly 
you  wisely  determined  that  the  Roanoke  should  be  placed  at  Cbe  disposal  of  the 
rear-admiral  immediately  on  her  completion  as  an  iron-clad.  In  the  mean  time 
you  directed  that  one  of  the  present  iron-clade  be  left  in  the  harbor  until  the 
Roanoke  is  completed. 

The  great  importance  of  this  decision  is  shown  by  the  proposed  action  of  the 
mnniupal  authorities  of  New  York,  who  have  already  taken  some   measures 
for  raising  a  fund  to  protect  the  harbor  by  private  subscription. 
I  am,  with  much  respect.  Tour  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs,  ^^  . 

Secretary  of  the  Napy.  Dig  izedtyLiOO^IC 
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Memorial  from    Committee  of  Boaton  Marine   Society,  calling  atte%titm  tt 
the  defettcelti*  eonditi<m  of  BottOH  harbor. 

Boston,  Kocemher  18. 1662. 

Sir  :  The  underatgned,  a  committee  of  the  Boatou  Marine  Society,  have  bwu 
iostnicted  to  call  to  your  notice  the  defencelees  couditioit  of  the  harbor  of  BoaloD, 
and  to  respectfully  solicit  that  offidal  action  which  shall  place  it  eecm«  agiiusi 
the  attack  of  au  enemy. 

Our  citizena  are  deeply  concerned  on  the  subject,  and  look  to  the  goTern- 
ment,  who  are  poaaeaeed  with  all  the  powers  which  are  reqnired  to  make  sodi 
arran^ments  as  will  afford  that  protection  which  shall  allay  their  fean  ind 


There  are  obvioua  reasons  in  the  history  and  condition  of  the  city  of  Bwiun 
which  might  tempt  an  audacious  and  ambitious  foe  to  lay  it  under  coQliihntioD. 
or  to  waste  and  destroy  the  property  of  its  people.  The  navy  yard,  the  marine  md 
navy  hospitals,  and  other  public  institutions,  are  so  sitoated  that  they  almoi'i 
invite  the  assault  of  a  rigorous  foe.  The  applause  with  which  such  an  *ct 
would  be  hailed  by  the  enemies  of  the  Union  in  the  southern  States  would  nme 
the  invader  to  run  the  risk,  while  the  moral  effect  abroad,  sboold  it  be  nnfoi- 
ttinately  snccessfol.  might  be  disastrous  to  the  cause  in  which  our  coontrv 
is  engaged. 

A  recent  memorial  to  your  department  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  tbia  cilv 
has  so  fully  set  forth  the  facts  in  the  case,  that  it  precludes  the  necessiiy  of  « 
more  elaborate  detail.  We  heartily  indorse  the  appeal  for  a  larger  and  mon' 
efficient  armament  for  the  forts,  as  well  as  the  suggestion  that  the  Xahaut  id*t 
remain  in  this  harbor ;  or  if  that  is  not  possible,  that  some  other  iron-clad  i^^>*l 
may  be  permanently  stationed  in  its  waters. 

We  would  also,  in  addition,  respectfully  enggest  the  expediency  of  hanog  « 
the  navy  yard,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  a  vessel  of  war,  which  should  be 
ready  at  a  moment's  notice  to  proceed  to  sea  and  meet  the  foe  at  the  enlrtncF 
of  the  harbor,  should  pilots  or  homeward-bonnd  vessels  gi^-v  uotice  of  tli^ir 
approach. 

Having  thus,  in  obedience  to  the  iustmctione  of  the  Marine  Society,  laid  die 
enbject  before  yon, 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  truly,  yonrs, 

OSBORN  HOWES 
THOMAS  LAMB. 
F.  W.  LINCOLN.  Ji. 
CAIJ:B  CURTIS. 
WILLIAM  BRUMHALL 

ROBERT  B . 

THOMAS  C.  SMITH. 
Hon.  GiDEo.v  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegraiu.) 
Telegram  from  Governor  Morgan  and  CMeetor  Btfrntg. 

New  York,  KoKtmher  80, 186t 
We  respectfully  request  that  the  Passaic  remain  for  the  defence  of  this  but)'' 
m  til  the  Montauk  is  ready  for  that  service. 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 
HIRAM  BARSET 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  ^  . 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Dig  izedtyCiOOgle 
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Mr.  ErictMM  on  improvemaut  in  the  Mointort. 

Nbw  Yore,  January  14,  1S63. 

Uv  Dear  Sir  :  As  Mr.  Stimero  has  the  entire  charge  of  carrying  ont  the  fast 
Honitore,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  prepare  the  "memorandnm  of  the  changes  that 
have  been  or  are  to  be  made"  which  you  deeire.  Mr.  Stimers  will  himself,  in  a  few 
days,  be  able  to  state  distinctly  the  nature  of  the  changes,  so  that  you  can  give 
the  needed  orders  to  the  contractors. 

Your  important  sug^tions  regarding  the  construction  of  our  iron-clads  have 
been  anticipated,  all  but  the  xeidth  of  the  aide-armor  projection.  The  overhang 
at  the  bow  in  the  swift  Monitors  and  the  big  ships  has  been  done  away  with. 
The  stem  overhang  has  been  reduced  to  snch  a  degree  in  the  sbipa,  as  well  as 
in  the  Monitors  alluded  to,  that  it  barely  affords  the  intended  protection  to  rud- 
der and  propeller.  The  aide  annor  I  am  not  willing  to  reduce  at  all,  as  thereon 
depends  our  impregnability.  A  sponsing,  running  out  half  the  width  of  the 
armor  shelf,  I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to  resist,  although  I  fear  it  will  permit 
the  big  ships  to  roll,  owing  to  their  semi-cylindrical  midship  bodies.  To  meet 
your  wiflhes  I  will,  however,  greatly  reduce  the  projection  of  the  armor  timbers 
at  the  bow — in  other  words,  the  length  of  the  ram.  I  have  been  able  to  do  this 
without  sacrificing  impregnability,  by  an  expedient  which  I  will  explain,  by 
drawing,  very  soon.  As  to  strength  to  meet  the  upward  strain  under  the  ram 
and  under  the  stem  overhang,  I  beg  of  yon  to  have  no  fears.  The  "  warning" 
«ame  just  in  time — to  a  day,  almost.  The  manner  in  which  the  said  overhang 
of  the  Dictator  is  now  being  secured  is  such,  that  the  entire  weight  of  the  ship 
would  not  have  power  enough  to  endanger  the  secnrity  of  the  junction. 

The  Sangamon,  Lehigh,  aud  Catskifl  are  now  being  made  strong  enough  to 
stand  any  weather. 

I  forwarded  to  you  by  express,  some  days  ago,  oue  of  the  sub-marine  per- 
cussion locks,  but  no  wafers,  as  Mr.  Stimers  Haid  he  would  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington almost  immediately  and  show  you  the  affair  in  operntioD.  A  trial  the 
■day  before  yesterday  proved  the  detonating  power  of  the  wafer  too  great.    *     • 

I  have  omitted  to  say  that  Lieutenant  Greene,  who  stood  for  two  hours  oa 
the  gunwale  of  the  Mouitor  holding  on  to  the  rope,  assured  me  that  there  was  no 
.strain  or  vibration  produced  by  the  action  of  the  sea  under  this  side  armor,  and 
that  the  vibration  experienced  was  confined  to  the  overhangs  at  the  how  and 
stem.  Lieutenant  Greene  docs  not  think  that  the  armor  was  one  foot  out  of 
water  at  any  time.  In  proof  of  this;  he  states  the  rolling  to  have  been  so  incon- 
siderable that  at  10  o'clock  p.  m^  during  the  height  of  the  gale,  his  wine  bottle, 
half  full,  standing  on  his  desk  without  support,  had  not  been  displaced.  Lieu- 
tenant  Greene  authorizes  me  to  make  these  statements. 
Yours  truly, 

J.  ERICSSON. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Atiiftant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Watkington. 


Rear-Admiral  Gregory  relative  to  gutta-pereka  /i/e  raflt. 
No.  12.]  Nbw  Yobk,  February  2,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  one  of  the  gutta-percha  life  rafts,  ordered 
by  authority  of  the  department  for  the  Monitors,  was  experimented  upon  at  the 
aavy  yard  yesterday — very  much  to  the  satistoction  of  all  present.  The  four 
sections  composing  it  were  inflated  in  about  twelve  minutes,  when  about  twenty 
^t  on  and  rowed  about  the  stream  with  as  much  facility  as  any  boat  could  have 
one;  afterwards,  a  crowd  of  persons  got  on,  to  the  number  of  seventy-five, 
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without  half  imniGraing  it,  and  it  was  apparent  that  it  would  soatain  any  nnmbtr 
of  men  that  could  get  upon  it;  its  fleiibility  is  such  that  no  injury  can  t«ke 
place  from  colltsione,  as  would  be  the  case  with  any  kind  of  boats,  and  I  r'-a- 
aider  it  a  most  perfi?ct  thing  for  the  purpose  required,  and  am  of  opinion  that  all 
Honitora  should  have  one. 

The  one  made  is  twenty-four  feet  in  length — four  feet  longer  than  the  plan 
submitted — which  the  maker  estimated  to  cost  about  two  hundred  dollara  •  ^«C' 
tion;  from  the  eulai^ment  of  the  eize  (which  waa  necessary)  and  great  advauce 
in  the  price  of  all  the  materials,  he  charges  for  the  one  made  $*i50  a  section,  or 
one  thousand  dollars.  I  have  inquired  very  minutely  into  the  cost  of  matt^riaU, 
and  find  they  ai-e  very  costly.  The  canvas  has  to  be  made  of  a  greater  width 
than  nsually  manufactured,  and  covers  nearly  half  the  charge;  the  other  prin- 
cipal mateiial — gutta-percha — is  also  at  a  very  high  price.  The  cxpenM  nf 
making  ia  considerable,  having  to  he  put  in  ovons  under  intense  heat,  and  thon^h 
the  ciiarge  may  appear  large,  I  do  not  consider  it  unreasonably  so.  When 
regarding  the  consequences  in  case  of  disaster  to  one  of  the  Monitors,  involving 
the  lives  of  the  crew,  any  expense  insuring  safity  would  be  insignificant,  and 
should  not  be  regarded. 

The  one  mode  has  been  despatched  to  the  Patapsco ;  the  other  vcseels  can  be 
fbmished  immediately,  should  it  be  your  pleasure  so  to  direct,  of  which  early 
notice  is  desirable,  in  order  that  no  time  be  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
F  .H.  GREGORY, 
Rear- Admiral,  Svperi^Uemdait 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wtuhingtoit,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Ericaon  in  refereHce  to  contfructicm  of  the  Monitor: 

Nbw  York,  February  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  examined  with  much  attention  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of 
the  Passaic,  Montauk,  and  Weehawken,  which  you  have  done  me  the  honmr  to 
transmit. 

A  very  careful  analysis  of  the  facti  reported  shows  that,  thus  fiir,  not  the 
slightest  weakness,  yielding,  or  rupture  has  been  discovered  in  the  hnlla  or  over- 
hangs of  the  three  vessels  which  have  now  been  tried  in  actnal  service. 

Captain  Drayton's  several  reports  show  how  necessary  it  is  tn  receive  with 
cantion  the  statements  made  and  inferences  drawn  even  by  eipcrienced  and  im- 
partial seamen  in  relation  to  our  new  system.  Captain  Drayton  reported  to  yoo. 
Jaunaiy  1,  that  "  the  sea  was  gradually  making  large  openings  thrangh  tht 
forward  armor  projection,  through  which  the  water  poured  in  a  largv  stream." 
He  added,  confidently,  "  that  a  few  hotirs  of  heavy  sea  would  go  far  to  tear  the 
whole  thing  off."  Without  having,  during  the  interval,  lifted  a  hammer  or 
driven  a  rivet,  the  same  officer  reported,  January  S2,  that  although  two  dsT^ 
and  one  night  it  "blew  so  very  hard  that  the  Passaic  could  not  make  the  liglit 
vessel,"  yet  "there  was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  her  free  with  the  bilge  pump 
(only  five  inches  in  diameter)  and  one  donkey  pump  working  two  hours  out  m 
every  four." 

Comment  on  the  discrepancy  of  Captain  Drayton's  reports  of  the  let  and  Hi- 
of  January  is  unnecessary.  It  is  important,  however,  to  notice  the  leportol 
expedient  of  removing  the  ballast,  which  he  says  "had  most  i  neons  id  era  tt  It 
been  placed  inside  the  false  how."  Captain  Drayton  moans  the  ballast  placed 
on  the  forward  overhang.  In  a  former  report  Captain  Drayton  described  tbf 
fearful  action  of  the  sea  under  this  overhang,  which  tended  to  "tear  it  up." 
The  weight  which  I  had  directed  to  be  stowed  in  the  overhang,  to  catintenct 
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ihia  npvr&rd  force  and  prevent  the  projecting  bow  from  being  lifted  np,  the  re- 
port of  Jannaiy  22  infonna  ^nn,  was,  aa  a  neceBsary  ineatiure  of  "precaution," 
removed.  In  order  that  the  great  stress  laid  on  the  "choking  of  tLe  limbers  " 
may  not  lead  to  the  inference  that  I  had  committed  an  error  of  construction  by 
making  the  keel  channel  too  small,  a  ^U-sized  drawing  of  ibis  channel  is  en- 
closed, to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  special  attention.  It  will  be  fonnd  not  only 
ample,  but  probably  the  largest  keel  channel  of  any  iron  ship  afloat,  I  refnun 
from  detaining  you  by  noticing  the  numerous  minor  difficulties  with  the  Foasaic, 
since,  fortunately,  they  hare  not  been  diacovered  in  the  sister  veBsele. 

Without  intending  any  disrespect  to  the  commander  of  the  Passaic,  I  cannot 
abstain  from  calling  your  attention  to  his  singular  custom  of  drawing  on  the 
imagination  in  order  to  show  what  might  have  happened  under  certain  contio' 
gcncics,  and  what  dire  consequences  would  have  resulted  from  occurrences  which 
happily  did  not  take  place. 

The  result  of  the  observations  made  by  Captains  Rodgera  and  Worden  are 
stated  with  much  precision,  but  the  opinion  t-xpreesed  by  these  officers  that  their 
vessels  aie,  aubjectcd  to  severe  strain,  is  unsupported  by  practical  evidence.  So 
far,  not  a  rivet  has  started  nor  a  acam  opened;  no  working  has  been  observed 
at  any  point  within  the  veaBcl.  The  absence  of  buoyancy  in  heavy  eea,  sup- 
posed by  Captain  Worden  to  be  a  defect,  is  in  reality  a  favorable  feature.  It 
is  in  heavy  weatber  that  ordinary  ahips  Buffer  most  from  tlie  exceaaive  and  vio- 
lent movementa  caused  by  the  sudden  rise  and  fall  with  the  sea.  Under  similar 
circumstances  the  Monitor  crafl  becomes  partially  immersed  by  the  waves  which 
pau  oeer  ill  decks,  instead  of  violently  toasing  it  up  and  down  during  their  os- 
cillations. Without  disparaging  the  judgment  of  the  two  commandera  last  al- 
luded to,  I  would  suggest  that  their  impression  regarding  great  straiu  on  the 
vessel  has  been  produced  by  the  strong  sound  which  accompanies  thc^  laabing 
aF  the  aea  against  an  iron  hull.  An  observer,  accustomed  only  to  the  light,  duQ 
sound  of  a  wooden  vessel,  ia  startled  by  the  sharp,  hareh  ring  of  the  metallic 
bull,  and  imagines  a  severe  atrun  where,  in  fact,  nothing  but  a  very  natural  and 
harmless  sound  occars. 

Farther  trial  and  observationa  may  possibly  develop  new  features,  but,  bo 
far,  fact  and  actual  experience  do  not  point  to  the  necessity  of  au  organic  change 
in  the  oonetruction  of  the  Monitor  vessels.  There  is  one  blemiah,  however,  which 
all  reports  clearly  establish,  vix.,  the  want  of  tightness  about  the  deck  openings. 
The  omission  of  calking  between  the  deck  plank  aud  the  anchor  and  propeller 
wells  has  caused  much  trouble  by  admitting  lai^  quantities  of  wat«r  to  the 
overhangs  both  fore  and  aft.  The  water  rfius  admitted,  in  running  over  the 
comer  of  the  overhang  into  the  body  of  the  vessel,  no  doubt  gave  rise  to  the 
supposition  that  the  junction  had  started.  The  extraordinary  number  of  deck 
lights  introduced  by  the  government  inspector,  in  opposition  to  my  views,  is  a 
fruitful  source  of  leakage.  The  great  l^s  complained  of  in  the  aeveml  deck 
hatches  have  been  the  result  of  a  direct  violation  of  my  instructions.  These 
batches  are  all  composed  of  wronght-iron  frames  accurately  faced,  having  iron 
batch  covers  planed  perfectly  true.  The  joint  between  the  cover  and  frame 
inay  be  made  as  perfectly  tight  as  that  of  the  cylinder  cover  of  an  engine. 
Disregard  of  my  instractioae.  and  the  adoption  of  the  sailor  expedient,  in  this 
case  improper,  of  calking  from  without,  have  thus  occasioued  the  annoying 
hatch  leaks.  Proper  attention  in  laying  and  calking  the  decks,  vnd  a  good 
code  of  inatmctions.  rigidly  enforced,  directing  how  to  make  the  joints  of  the 
deck  openings,  permit  me  to  assure  you,  will  iofaltibly  obviate  the  difficulties 
hitherto  experienced  in  keeping  the  Monitors  free  from  water. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ERICSSON. 

Hon.  QiDEON  Wellbs, 

Secretary  ^ the  Naoif,  Wtuhingtm.  GoOqIc 
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TVial  of  the  Nantucket. 

Nbw  York,  March  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  etatc  that  the  Nantucket  arrived  here  this  morning, 
and  to  forward  a  letter  from  Commander  Fairfax,  encloeing  one  from  hie  engineer. 
I  have  (with  the  eugiueerj  visited  and  inepected  t)ie  veHHel,  and  measures  have 
already  been  taken  to  remedy  the  defects  reported  ;  they  do  not  seem  to  be  of 
such  magnitude  as  to  occasion  any  great  delay — probably  but  a  few  days. 

I  have  alao  been  on  board  the  Keokuk  this  morning;  the  work  engaged  upon 
has  been  completed,  and  steam  was  bemg  raised  to  ascertain  the  results. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me,  informally,  that  the  first  aeeistanl  engineer  is  too 
ill  to  attend  duty,  and  it  may  bo  well  for  the  departmeni  to  make  some  provision 
for  bis  relief,  should  it  be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  reapectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
F.  H.  GREGORY. 
Rfar-Admiral,  Superinlendemt. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welle-s. 

Sei^elaiy  of  the  Katy,  Waihington. 


UiNiTEU  States  Ibon-clad  Nantuckbt, 

Navy  Yard,  A'eu  York,  March  4,  1863. 
SiB;  I  have  the  honor  Vr  report  the  arrival  of  the  Nantucket  laat  night  from 
Provincetown,  where  a  southeast  blow  detained  her  over  twenty-fonr  hours. 
My  telegraph  dated  1st  instant  would  advise  you  of  onr  putting  in  there.  Off 
Cape  Cod  found  a  heavy  swell  and  some  sea,  BufScient  to  prove  the  tightneee  of 
the  hull,  but  deck  leaks  badly  over  cabin  and  state-rooms,  around  deck  plates; 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  engineer  will  inform  yon  how  Batisfactoty  the 
machinery  work^.  Off  New  London  broke  the  steering-gear,  and  bad  weather 
apparently  coming  on,  determined  to  keep  the  tug-boat  that  1  might  reocb  them 
without  dniay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FAIRFAX. 
Ommander  V.  S.  N. 
Hon.  GiDEOK  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Forwarded. 

F.  H.  GREGORY, 

Rear- Admiral. 

Umtsd  States  Iron-clad  Stkambr  Nantuckbt, 

Naty  Yard,  Nets  York,  March  4,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  would  moet  respectfully  report  that  the  working  of  the  machinery  of 
this  vessel  during  her  trip  from  Boston  to  this  place  has  been  most  sadafactory. 
The  engines  and  boilers  have  performed  their  various  dntiea  without  cauaiitg  any 
extra  trouble  or  anxiety.  The  greatest  number  of  revolutions  made  was  64  per 
minnte,  which  was  maintained  but  for  a  short  time  on  account  of  the  boilcn 
foaming  badly.  The  vessel,  ao  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  her,  is  aa 
tight  OS  when  she  started.  The  blowing  engines  and  blowers  have  been  ranoing 
steadily,  and  the  ventilation  is  aa  perfect  as  could  be  expected. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser^-ant, 

GEO.  H.  WHITE, 
2d  Aitutant  Engineer  U.  S.  A'.,  Senior  Sngimeir. 
Commander  D.  McN.  Fairfax,  /  -  i  , 

Ckitatnanding  U.  S.  Iron-elad  Steanter  Nantucket.        ^i*-K>glC 
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Captain  ErictMK  vpom  ipeed  and  leatcortAinet*  of  the  Monitori. 

New  York,  Jwe  15, 1863. 

6iR;  I  had  tlie  honor  Ut  address  yuu  on  the  fith  instant  in  relation  to  the 
report  of  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor  gnnboats,  dated  North  Edisto,  May  25, 
1863.  I  DOW  propose  to  sabmit  a  few  observations  with  reference  to  speed  and 
seaworthiness  of  those  vessels,  and  to  notice  briefly  the  grounds  on  which  thejr 
have  been  reported  to  be  unfit  for  sea-service. 

The  assnmed  "liability^  to  spring  leak"  rests  on  mere  assertions.  The 
Passaic,  now  on  the  marine  railway  at  Hunter's  Point,  bo  far  from  exhibiting 
s^B  of  strain  or  leak  at  the  junction  of  the  hull  and  overhang,  the  supposeo 
weak  point  of  a  Monitor  craft,  aflbrds  positive  practical  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
Not  a  single  rivet  has  been  started,  nor  a  single  joint  opened  at  any  point  where 
the  side-armor  shelf  or  end  projections  join  the  hull.  All  is  firm  and  solid.  It 
seldom  happens  that  erroneous  statements  promulgated  officially  receive  such 
positive  contradiction  as  the  actual  state  of  the  Faesaic  gives  to  Captain  Dray- 
ton's report,  dated  January  1,  1863.  "I  found,"  said  the  commander  of  the 
Passaic,  "that  the  armor  projection  thumping  into  the  sea  was  gradually  making 
large  openings  there,  through  which  the  water  poured  in  a  large  stream,  and  I 
am  seriously  of  opinion  that  a  few  hears  of  heavy  aea,  end  ou,  would  go  far  to 
rip  the  whole  thing  entirely  off  the  main  body."  The  absurdity  of  this  opinion 
is  ivndered  mani^st  by  the  perfect  condition  of  the  Passaic's  hull.  I  have 
shown,  in  a  former  communication,  that  the  ability  of  the  Monitor  vessels  to 
resist  the  strain  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  a  sea-way  is  by  no  means  a 
subject  beyond  computation,  and  that,  owing  to  their  almost  entire  Bubmersion, 
the  strain,  even  during  a  gale,  is  quite  moderate.  The  perfect  state  of  the 
Passaic's  hull,  before  adverted  to,  furnishes  the  best  evidence  in  support  of  my 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  most  experienced  builders  of  iron  vessels  all  pro- 
Qonnce  die  bnlls  of  the  Passaic  class  of  gunboats  to  he  very  strong.  In  view  of 
these  facte,  the  remark  contained  in  the  report  that  the  Monitors  "  have  been 
exaggerated  into  vessels  capable  of  keeping  the  seas"  is,  to  say  the  least,  un- 
called for. 

The  opinion  so  emphatically  expressed  by  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor 
fleet,  at  North  Edisto,  that  their  vessels  are  incapable  of  making  headway  in  a 
heavy  gale,  even  in  tow  of  a  powerful  steamer,  will  surprise  all  naval  enKineeni  ' 
who  are  aware  of  the  engine  power  applied ;  nantieal  science  teaches  the  fact 
that  submerged  bodies  are  but  little  aSected  by  the  violence  of  a  gale.  The 
frail  raft  drifts  nnharmed  with  the  sea,  while  the  top-hamper,  the  iron-bound 
masts  of  a  firvt-claas  ahip  are  torn  to  aplinters.  The  nautical  student  knowa 
that  the  actual  progress,  the  onward  movement,  of  the  sea  dnring  a  gale  is  bat 
moderate,  and  be  knows  also  that  at  a  email  depth  below  the  surface  the  water 
is  stationary,  and  that  stilt  lower  down  its  motion  ie  retrograde  to  the  direction 
of  the  wind. 
*•  •  •  »•**•• 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  G-IDEOJV  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  <^the  Navy,  Wtuhtngton. 


J.  EfilCSSON. 


Dig-izedtyGOO^Ic 
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Major  General  Wool  anasiout  that  the  Roanoke  ahould  remain  im  Neie  York 
harhor. 

LToleb'ram.] 

Nbw  Yobs,  Jmne  27,  1863. 
StR:  The  iron-clad  Bteamer  Roanoke  ought  not  to  be  taken  from  (hie  pva 
emporium  from  which  70U  are  supplied  with  money  and  almost  everytliing  to 
carry  on  the  war  agaiosl  the  rebels.  The  militia,  as  well  aH  all  the  troops,  ex- 
cept about  seven  hundred,  are  ordered  elsewhere.  To  take  tho  Roanoke  from 
this  eity,  at  the  present  momeut,  will  produce  a  very  great  excitement  among  sU 
classes — friends  as  well  as  foes. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General. 
Hon.  GiDBO\  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mat/or  Opdykt  detire*  the  Roanoke  to  remain  at  New  York. 
[lekKrau..] 

New  York,  Jmie  27,  1863. 
Six  :  I  leam  from  General  Wool  that  so  large  a  share  of  the  troops  gammon- 
ing the  fortificatJouB  of  this  harbor  have  been  forwarded  to  the  seat  of  war, 
that  they  cannot  be  relied  on  to  prevent  the  approach  of  armed  vessels.    I  nmsl 
therefore  ask  that  the  Roanoke  ue  left  in  our  harbor  unril  the  city  can  derue 
other  means  of  securing  its  safety  from  a  naval  attack  which  its  importance 
to  the  nation  imperiously  demands.     Please  so  instruct  Admiral  Paulding. 
GEORGE  OPDYKE,  Mayor. 
Hon.  OiDBON  Welles. 


[Telrgram  ] 

New  Yobk,  June  21,  18fi3. 
Hon.  GlDBON  Welles  :  Your  oommnnicatian  of  the  S6th  received.     I  ear- 
nestlv  request  that  the  order  for  the  Roanoke  to  leave  this  port  be  eoontei' 
manaed. 

E.  D.  UOROAN. 


General  Wool  urget  the  retention  of  the  Ronnoke. 

Nbw  Yoeb,  Jwk  28, 1863. 
riiR :  I  telegraphed  you  last  night  in  relation  to  the  retention  in  this  port  of 
die  iron-clad  steamer  Boanoke.  tn  reply,  you  say  that  your  orders  in  relation 
to  her  future  disposition  cannot  be  revoked.  I  regret  to  learn  this,  for  since 
then  I  have  examined  the  navy  yard.  There  is,  save  the  Roanoke,  no  veewl 
that  will  be  fit  for  service  under  some  ten  days.  I  again  repeat  that  this  gml  ' 
emporium,  from  which  both  army  and  navy  receive  their  supplies  as  well  ■> 
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ptT'  <^tig))t  not  to  be  left  without  means  of  defence.  The  volunteers  and  militia 
of  this  city  are  being  sent  to  Pennsylvania  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  that  State. 
We  Bhall  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  privateer  that  may  think  proper  to  aesail  thia 
city.  The  temptntion  i»  indtcd  great,  for  the  want  of  men  to  man  the  guuB  in 
the  forte  of  the  harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfttlly,  your  obedient  servant. 
JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

•    Major  General. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navt/,   TVathingtun. 

P.  8. — I  was  accompanied  in  my  visit  to  the   navy  yard  by  ex-Governor 
Morgan,  now  United  States  senator. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major  General. 


Leak  im  the  Sangamon. 

New  York,  December  13,  1863. 

Sir:  Having  been  furniiilicd  with  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  report  made  by 
Local  Inspector  ThomiiK  with  reference  to  the  Sangamon,  I  have  reapectfulty  to 
protest  against  his  proposed  application  of  tnm-fauckleB  for  secnring  the  plank- 
eh^ar.  It  would  be  very  objectionable  to  make  an  attachment  between  the  bilge 
of  the  vessel  and  the  wood  work,  under  all  circumxtances.  In  the  preeent  instance 
no  necessity  exists  for  such  an  expedient.  Bolts  passed  through  the  plank-shear 
and  screwed  np  by  means  of  nuts  under  lugs  attached  to  the  frames,  as  shown  at  G 
on  the  enclosed  drawing,  will  eifectually  remedy  the  difficulty  with  the  Sanga- 
mon's plank-shear. 

Assuming  that  you  may  see  fit  to  order  my  suggnstions  to  be  carried  ont,  I 
have  furnished  Mr.  Betts  with  plans,  and  instructed  him  to  proceed  to  Philadel- 
phia to  commnnicate  my  views  to  Inspector  Thomas. 

I  cannot  omit,  on  this  occasion,  to  impress  the  department  with  the  necessity 
of  ordering  the  commanders  of  the  Monitor  class  not  to  load  their  vessels  so  deep 
as  to  bring  the  top  angle  iron  of  the  hall  under  the  water-line.  The  wood  work 
above  this  angle  iron,  varying  fmm  7  to  9  inches  in  the  several  classes,  can  never 
be  made  so  tight  as  to  keep  the  water  out  under  the  conttant  pressure  caused  by 
overloading.  The  alternating  pressure  resulting  from  the  action  in  a  sea-way, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  of  no  moment.  The  ballast  at  the  bow  originally  put  into 
the  Sangamon  has  been  removed,  in  consequence  of  which  the  stem  is  so  deep 
with  full  complement  of  coal  in,  as  to  bring  the  top  angle  iron  of  the  bull  under 

The  enclosed  drawing  shows  the  manner  of  holding  down  the  plank-shear  of 
the  large  ships  and  the  Tecumseh  class,  by  means  of  bolts  bassing  throngh  plank- 
shear  and  top  angle  iron  of  the  hull.  This  expediunt  will  effectually  prevent  the 
difficulty  now  complained  of  in  the  Sangamon. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wathington. 


J.  ERICSSON, 
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Philadblphia,  December  12,  1863. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  have,  in  concert  with  Ur.  Betts,  examined 
into  the  canee  of  the  leak  in  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Sangamon,  and 
find  that  aniidBhipB  or  abreaet  the  coal-bunkers  the  gunwale  of  the  vessel  and 
the  plank -shear  have  separated,  thus  allowing  the  water  to  flow  into  the  veasel. 
Mr.  Belts  and  myself  have  decided,  as  the  best  plan  for  remedying  this,  to  pat 
1  J-iach  bolts,  running  from  the  top  of  the  deck  plating  through  the  pUnk-shear 
and  provided  tum-fficklee,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  separated  parts  to; 
the  lower  ends  of  the  bolts  to  be  fiiatenea  to  a  gasaet>piece  riveted  to  the  fratiKC 
at  the  bilge  with  a  piece  of  angle  iron,  the  aame  size  as  the  &ame  angle  iron  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  gosset-pieces ;  afler  the  bolts  are  in  place  and  screwed  up 
the  seams  between  the  gunwale  and  plank-shear  may  be  calked  with  oakiu. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  remove  the  coal  from  the  bunkers. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

,W.  K.  THOMAS, 
Local  iupecior  of  Irott-dad  Steamer*. 
G.  K.  BTrBBiNo,  V.  S.  N. 

Commandant  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

[Indorsed.] 

I  fully  concur  with  the  within  report. 

CHARLES  T.  BETTS. 
St^eritUendent  Ship  Puritmm 
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Washinoton,  D.  0.,  May  1,  1861. 

Ur  Dbak  Sik:  I  Bincerely  regret  that  the  failure  of  the  late  attempt  to  pro- 
vieion  Fort  Sumter  ahould  bo  the  aonrca  of  any  annoyance  to  you.  The  practi- 
cability of  your  plan  was  not,  in  fact,  brought  to  teat  By  reason  of  a  gale,  well 
known  in  advance  to  be  possible  and  not  improbable,  the  tnge,  an  essential  part 
of  the  plan,  nerer  reached  the  ground,  while  by  an  accident,  for  which  yon  were 
b  no  wise  responsible,  and  possibly  J  to  some  extent  was,  yon  were  deprived  of 
a  war  vessel  with  her  men,  which  yon  deemed  of  great  importance  lo  the  enter- 
prise. 

I  most  cheerftilly  and  truly  declare  that  the  fulure  of  the  nndertakinr  has 
not  lowered  yon  a  particle,  while  the  qualities  you  developed  in  the  effort  have 
greatly  heightened  yon  in  my  estimation.  For  a  daring  and  dangerous  enter- 
prise of  a  similar  character  you  would,  to-day,  be  the  man,  of  all  my  acquaiot- 
ances,  whom  I  would  select.  Yon  and  I  both  anticipated  that  the  cause  of  the 
country  would  be  advanced  by  making  the  attempt  to  provision  Fort  Sumter 
eren  if  it  should  fait,  and  itie  no  small  conaola^on  now  to  feel  that  our  anticipa- 
tion is  justified  by  the  result. 
Very  truly  your  friend, 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Captain  G.  V.  Fox. 


Navy  Dbpabthbnt, 

Dteember  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  My  letter  to  you  under  date  of  the  4th  ultimo  was  accompanied  with 
the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  department  by  the  Aasietant  Secretaiy  of 
the  Navy,  containing,  amongst  other  papers,  copies  of  ordere  under  which  he 
acted  in  reference  to  a  proposition  he  made  to  provision  Fort  Sumter. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  forma  an 
important  connexion  with  those  papers,  and  is  therefore  fnmished  to  yon. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  DuFokt, 

WUmingUm,  Delaware. 


DigizedtyGOOgle 


D„„.db,Googlc 


38th  GortflHiiss,  \     HOUSE  OP  EEPEE8ENTATIVE3.       i  Ex.  Doc. 
iJl  Sonon.      (  (  Ko.  70. 


APPBOPEIATIONS  FOR  THE  NAVAJO  INDIANS. 


LETTER 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

An  appropriation  for  tie  benrfit  of  the  Navajo  Ikdiani. 


April  12,  18&1. — Befened  to  the  Cotnmittee  of  Waja  oad  Meuu  and  oidered  to  be  printed. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  the  Interior, 

Waihinglm,  D.  C.  April  13,  1864. 
Sir  :  On  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  eabmit  to  GongresB  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  sum  of  one'hnndred  thonsand  dollars  be  appropriated  for 
providing  the  meaus  of  Habeistence  for  the  Navajo  Indians,  of  New  Mexico,  on 
a  reservation  at  the  Bosque  Redondo,  on  the  Pecos  river. 

1  now  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  appropriate  committee,  copies  of 
papers  in  relation  to  the  snbject  which  have  subseqneatlj  reached  tlds  depart- 
menL 

I  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  communication  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indians  Affairs,  herewith,  as  to  the  supposed  neccesity  for  increasing  the  num- 
ber and  pay  of  officers  of  the  Indian  department  in  New  Mexico,  and  have  to 
state  that  I  concur  with  him  in  the  epinion  that  inch  necessity  does  not  exist. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  USHER, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Hon.  SCHUYLBR  COLPAX, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repretentativei. 


Urpartmbnt  op  the  Intbior, 

O0ee  of  Indian  AJairi. 
StR;  I  return  yon  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  commnnica- 
tion  of  Erigadier  General  Garleton  and  other  enclosures  relative  to  the  pressing 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  Navajoes,  now  prisoners  of  war  at  Bosque  Uedondo, 
in  the  Teiritory  of  New  Mexico,  some  hunareds  of  miles  from  their  homes.  I 
can  appreciate  fully  the  necessity  for  immediately  providing  for  these  people 
forced  from  "  their  mountain  home"  and  located  on  &  tract  of  country  entirely 
in  a  state  of  nature,  and  that  they  cannot  be  expected  to  contribute  anything  to 
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their  own  eapport  for,  at  least,  several  months  to  come,  and  very  little  the  Gnt 

i'ear  of  their  residence  there.  These  facts,  as  set  forth  in  General  CorleUin'i 
etter,  cannot  veil  be  controverted,  and  I  concor  with  him  in  the  general  views 
set  forth  in  his  communication. 

I  feel  constrained  to  say,  however,  that  the  spirit  manifested  in  this  commani- 
tion,  BO  far  as  it  has  reference  to  the  past  or  fnture  action  of  the  Indian  bniean, 
is  manifestly  nnkind,  and  the  inferences  un&ir.  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  neces- 
sary to  create  a  separate  and  new  department  in  New  Mexico  above  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  superintendency  as  at  present  oi^nized.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  superintendent,  with  a  salary 
nf  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  There  is  already  a  sulEcient  number  of 
officers  in  New  Mexico  connected  with  the  Indian  service,  and  should  they 
prove  incompetent,  they  con  he  removed  and  competent  persons  appointed  in 
their  stead. 

I  cannot,  from  any  data  before  me,  judge  of  the  amount  necesBary  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  provide  for  these  people  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that,  witn  proper  economy,  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  estimate  forwarded 
to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  will  be  sufficient.  I  will  not,  therefore, 
change  my  recommendation  in  th^t  respect,  although  a  larger  sam  conld,  no 
doubt,  be  used  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  these  Indians.  I  return  the 
papers,  with  the  recommendation  that  copies  of  them  be  laid  before  Gongreae  for 
such  action  as  may  be  thought  best  by  that  body. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  DOLE,  Committioner. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Usher, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Ko.  1. 

War  Dbpartmknt, 

Wathington  City,  April  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  instmcts  me  to  transmit  to  yon  the  enclosed  copv 
of  a  communication  of  the  13th  instant,  from  Brigadier  General  James  H. 
Carleton,  commanding  department  of  New  Mexico,  with  copy  of  papers  which 
accompanied  it,  on  the  subject  of  subsistence  and  supplies  for  the  captoctd 
Navajo  Indians,  and  their  management  upon  the  reservation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  M.  CAXBT. 
Brigadier  General  and  AMittant  Adjutant  General. 
The  Secretary  of  thb  Intrrior. 

Wathington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Santa  F^  Marek  5,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  response  to  your  inquiries,  I  beg  leave  to  enbmit  the  following 
suggestions : 

There  being  now  no  longer  a  donbt  in  regard  to  the  success  of  yonr  Indian 
policy,  as  applied  to  the  Navajo  and  Muscatcro  Apache  tribes,  the  latter,  with 
unimportant  exceptions,  having  surrendered  and  gone  npim  the  reservation  at 
the  Bosque  Redondo,  and  the  former  now  being  in  the  act  of  following  their 
example,  it  becomes  a  question  of  much  importance  how  the  large  namber  «^ 
Indians  which  will  shortly  be  collected  on  the  reseiration  is  ta  be  sub  aisted  and 
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clothed.  At  the  rate  theNavsjoes  are  ncirBurrenderin^thernselveP,  voluntarily, 
prisooera  of  war,  tbere  wilt  be  of  that  tribe  alonB  between  four  and  five  thousand 
on  the  reservation  by  the  beginning^  of  May.  If  the  Indian  department  Bhonid 
not  take  steps  to  relieve  the  military  of  the  care  of  them  by  taking  them  under 
its  control,  the  duty  of  fiimiBhing  the  eatimatee  for  the  remtieite  supplies  will 
donbtlena  devolve  upon  you;  and  in  regard  to  that  qneBtiou  I  will  say,  that  the 
Navajoes,  owing  to  the  hostile  attitude  they  have  maintained  towards  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  last  five  or  six  years  past,  bare  been  deprived  of  the  presents 
which  have  been  distnbated  among  them  annually  previouBly  to  the  beginning 
of  their  hostilities,  and  they  are  consequently  entirely  destitute  of  clothing.  A 
large  supply  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  meet  their  reqnirements  in  this 
regard.  The  officer!  in  your  department  will  be  able  to  make  the  estimates  for 
the  rations  nccesaary  to  issue  to  them.  I  would  suggest,  however,  as  a  matter 
of  economy,  that  the  rations  bo  confined  to  flour,  com  meal  and  com,  and  fresh 
meat,  eitbet  beef  or  mutton;  salt  and  soap  might  be  added.  I  would  not  advise 
the  issne  of  cofieo  and  sugar,  for  they  are  not  prepared  to  make  proper  use  of 
these  articles,  especially  of  coffee.  The  accompanying  liat  will  embrace  the 
leading  articles  of  clothing  that  will  be  required. 

If  the  removal  and  location  of  the  Navajoes  should  be  a  permanent  one,  and 
it  certainly  should  be,  the  govcmmeut  will  doubtless  give  them  some  compensa- 
tion for  the  large  and  valuable  district  of  country  which  they  abandon  and  leave 
to  be  diaposed  of  by  the  government.  This  compensation  should  be  made  in 
stock  and  other  use^l  articles  suited  to  their  mode  of  life.  The  labor  of  teach- 
ing the  Navajoes  and  Apaches  the  businese  of  fanning  will  be  light  compared  with 
most  other  wild  Indians,  for  they' are  already  well  advanced  in  this  knowledge, 
but  the  complete  snccess  of  the  enterprise  will  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon 
the  persoual  fitness  and  efficiency  of  the  agents  who  may  he  placed  in  chaige 
of  them. 

They  should  he  men  of  liberal  and  practical  views,  well  acquainted  with  the 
modes  of  life  of  the  Indians,  and  who  are  willing  to  devote  their  whole  time 
and  attention  to  the  duties  required  of  them.  None  should  be  appointed  to  the 
position  of  an  Indian  agent  who  is  not  specially  qualified,  both  by  inclination 
and  ability. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  COLLINS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jambs  H.  Carlbton. 

I  have  read  this  letter,  and  fully  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  Colonel 
Collins. 

C.  CARSON, 
Colond  Ut  Regiment  N.  M.  Voltinteeri. 

I  have  read  the  foregoing  letter  written  by  Colonel  J.  L.  Collins,  late  anper- 
intendeut  of  Indian  afi'uirs,  and  fidly  concur  in  the  views  therein  ezpressea. 
HENRY  CONNELLY, 
Governor  <if  Nev  Mexico. 
Headquarters  Dbpartmbnt  or  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  March  6,  1864. 
Official: 

CYRUS  H.  DE  FOKHEST,  Aide-de-Camp. 


Litl  »f  Indian  gooda. 

100  pieces  of  red  standing;  15,000  yards  unbleached  domestic,  wide  and 
heavy  ;  5,000  yards  blue  or  other  dark  calico ;  3,000  yards  brown  drills,  {cot- 
ton ;]  3,000  yards  blue  denims;  5,000  pairs  Mackinaw  blankets;  2,000  Mexi- 
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can  blankets,  (for  old  women  and  children ;)  50  dozen  spool  thread,  "So.  12  to 
SO  ;  SO  dozen  cotton  htuidkercbie&  ;  100  dozen  hickory  ehirts ;  15  doEen  flan- 
nel abirte;  10  M  needles,  (coarse  numbers;)  paint,  looking-gluaes,  beadi 
butcher-knives,  scisaorB,  hatchets,  axes,  pick-axes,  stout  hoes,  (at  least  300,) 
spades,  long-haadled  shovels,  plonghs,  (12  breaking  up  and  12  small,)  50  hand 
corn  mills,  20  spinning  wheels,  braas  ornaments  for  women  and  children,  brass 
wire,  (large,)  a  good  supply  of  colored  yam,  (bright  colors,]  awls,  12  sets  shoe- 
mahers*  tools,  6  sets  blacksmiths'  tools,  50  trowels,  £le9,  rasps,  iron  arrow  poinu, 
fish-hooka,  lines,  pipes  in  abundance,  plenty  of  tobacco,  garden  seeds  of  aU 
kinds,  hammers,  nails,  (assorted,)  some  saws,  chisels,  and  other  commoD  car- 

EDters'  tools,  2  sets  of  saddlers'  tools,  G  anTils,  6  vises,  a  good  quantity  of  »1<> 
ither,  worsted  tapes  of  bright  colors,  (a  good  sapply,)  some  cheap  ribbons,  a 
good  supply  of  strong  linen  thread  of  assorted  colors,  buttons  in  abondauce, 
(the  more  ftmcy  the  atyle  the  better.) 

I  have  read  the  foregoing  list,  and  know  these  things  are  needed,  and  should 
be  sent  at  once. 

C.  CARSON, 
Colmd  Ut  RegiToaU  N.  M.  Voluntetr: 

I  concur  fiilly  in  the  recommendatioa  of  the  articles  additional  to  the  Indian 

HENET  CONNELLY, 
Governor  of  Aete  Mexico. 

Hbadqiiakteks  Dbpabtmbpct  of  Nbw  Ubxico, 

Santa  Fi,  New  Mexico,  March  6,  1864. 
Official: 

CYRUS  H.  DE  FORREST, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 


Santa  FA,  Nbw  Mexico,  March  11,  1864. 
Sib  :  The  experiment  of  collecting  the  Narajo  Indians  and  confining  them 
within  the  Umits  of  a  reservation,  with  a  view  of  making  them  a  self-saetaining 
people,  having  been  inaugurated  and  to  some  extent  accomplished,  it  most  be 
the  ardent  wish  of  every  citizen  that  the  enterprise  may  be  completely  bdcccm- 
ful.  These  Indians  have  been  a  scourge  to  New  Mexico  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury. And  although  milliona  of  money  have  been  expended  in  making  cam- 
paigns against  them  since  the  acquisition  of  the  Territory,  they  have  never 
ceased  from  the  commisaion  of  robberies  and  murders.  In  the  treaty  of  Gn^ 
aJupe  Hidalgo  the  government  stipulated  to  furnish  the  people  inhabiting  the 
territory  traosferred  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  protection  against  the 
Indian  tribes.  This  in  addition  to  the  natural  righta  our  people  have  to  th« 
protection  of  their  government,  they  have  also  the  rights  which  were  gnaiwiteed 
them  by  the  treaty.  It  is  true  that  the  authoritiea  have  made  strenuoos  exer- 
tions to  give  New  Mexico  adequate  protection,  and  the  failure  has  not  been  in 
consequence  of  a  want  of  inclination  to  do  what  was  right  and  juat  in  the  prem- 
ises, but  because  of  the  prosecution  of  a  mistaken  policy.  In  the  proeeciition 
of  that  policy  immense  amounts  of  money  have  been  expended,  ana  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  year's  campaign  the  Indiana  were  as  far  &om  being  Bubjogalrd 
as  they  were  when  the  United  States  soldiers  went  into  their  eouatiy  onda 
command  of  Colonel  Doniphan,  in  1846.  f^  i 
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All  the  treatiei  which  have  been  celebrated  with  them  at  the  cODcInBion  of  the 
respective  campaigna  made  againat  them  prored  to  be  of  no  effect  as  often  as 
the  Indians  felt  inclined  to  violate  those  treaties;  tme  to  savage  instincts,  they 
did  bo;  nor  did  their  interconrae  with  ns  in  that  way  asaoage  their  barbarities — 
it  had  quite  the  contrary  effect.  Now,  it  seema  to  me  that  the  right  policy  hai 
been  inaugurated  by  yon,  and  has  thus  far  succeeded  beyond  the  most  sangnine 
expectations  of  the  most  hopeful  among  na. 

By  it  the  Indiana  will  be  rendered  powerless  for  harm,  and  with  proper  man- 
agement will  be  made  naefiil  friends  to  ns  in  the  event  we  should  be  involved  in 
hostilities  with  the  Indians  of  the  plains.  Taking  this  't'iew  of  the  case,  I  can- 
not conceive  a  good  reason  why  the  government  should  not  give  yon  all  the 
pectiDiaiy  aid  that  may  be  necessary  to  enable  yon  to  accomplisn  the  work  un- 
dertaken. As  ao  act  of  justice  to  our  people,  and  of  humanity  to  the  Indians,  it 
ahonld  do  this.  The  outlay  may  look  to  be  large  for  the  present,  but  when  we 
trace  the  subject  to  final  lesnlta,  and  compare  those  results  with  those  of  the  for- 
mer policy,  which  must  be  reinangurated  if  the  present  one  be  abandoned,  the 
practical  miud  will  readily  perceive  that  the  outlay  will  in  fact  be  a  measure  of 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  government,  to  say  nothing  in  regard  to  the  loss 
that  may  be  sustained  by  the  citioens  sbonld  the  Indians  be  allowed  to  contiaxte 
hostile. 

Not  doubting,  therefore,  but  the  gpvenunent  will  comply  with  yonr  leqneat 
in  this  respect,  I  would  respectfully  snggeat,  in  addition  to  the  requisition  for 
food  and  clothing  for  the  Indians,  that  application  be  made  for  the  allowauGe  of 
the  enclosed  list,  as  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise. 

With  this  allowance  I  am  satisfied  that  the  reservation  can  be  putin  complete 
working  order  this  year,  and  the  Indians  be  enabled  to  sustain  themselves  in  a 
very  few  years. 

Very  respectAilly,  yonr  obedient  scrvantt 

J.  L.  COLUNS. 

Brigadier  General  J.  H.  CAKLllTo^. 

HBADttUABTBRS  DePABTMRNT  Of  NbW  MbXIRO, 

Santa  Fe.  New  Mexico,  Marei  11,  1864. 
Official: 

CYEUS  H.  DE  FOREST, 

Aide-de-Cavif. 


One  Indian  agent,  selected  because  of  his  qnaUfications  for  the  duties  of  Us 
position ;  one  sub-agent,  a  good  man  of  approved  moral  habits ;  one  head  far- 
mer, well  acquainted  with  farming;  three  assistant  farmers,  good  steady  men; 
two  good  blacksmiths;  one  head  carpenter;  one  assistant  carpenter. 

All  of  these  men  shonld  be  required  to  live  on  the  reservation,  and  held  to 
strict  accountability  for  the  performance  of  theii  duties. 

There  shonld  be  added  to  the  list  of  supplies  famished  the  other  day ;  2,006 
pounds  assorted  iron,  60  yoke  of  oxen,  20  wagons,  £0  large  ploughs,  40  email 
ploughs,  3,000  pounds  sole  leather,  1,500  pounds  upper  leather. 

HBADdUABTBRS  DbPABTMBNT  OF  NbW  MBXrcO, 

SeMta  Fe,  New  Mexico,  March  11, 1864. 
Offidal: 

CYEU8  H.  DE  EORREST, 

Aide^-Camp. 
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No.  4. 

HbADQUARTBRS  DEPAKTMB^T  OF  NbW  UbXICO, 

Santa  Ft.  New  Mexico,  March  6,  1S64. 
Ofnbbal  :  I  have  the  iionor  to  eadose  herewith,  foe  the  information  of  the 
War  Department — 

[Eitract.] 


VI.  Letter  dated  March  6, 1864,  from  Colonel  Jamea  L.  Collins,  the  late 
anperintendent  of  Indiun  a&ire,  to  myself,  flo^eeling  what  the  eoTemment  ought 
at  once  to  do  with  reference  to  die  captnred  IndianB.  Colonel  CoUina'aTievrE  are 
worthy  of  great  weight.  Yon  will  see  that  they  are  fully  indorsed  by  Governor 
Connelly  and  by  Colonel  Caraon,  who  has  been  Indian  agent  in  this  conntry.  All 
three  of  these  gentlemen  h^ve  great  experience  with  Indians.  They  have  re- 
sided in  this  couiitiy  for  thirty  years.  I  beg  to  say  that  I  fiiUy  concnr  in  all 
thiU  Colonel  Collins  has  said.  By  the  snfijngation  and  colonization  of  the 
Novajo  tribe,  we  gain  for  civilization  their  whole  conntiy,  which  is  mnch 
larger  in  extent  than  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  besides,  being  by  far  the  be#t 
pastoral  region  between  the  two  oceans,  is  sud  to  atmnnd  in  the  preeiona  as  well 
M  in  the  useful  metals.  I  beg  to  impress  upon  your  mind,  general,  tliat  the 
government  should  at  onee  take  some  action  for  the  immediate  support  and  the 
prospective  advancement  of  the  Navajoes.  Although  they  have  been  forced  by 
inilitary  power  to  leave  their  country,  yet  the  government  is  so  greatly  the 
^iner  Dv  their  giving  it  ap  that  an  annuity  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thonsand  dollara  should  be  given  to  them  in  clottjing,  farming  implements,  stock, 
seeds,  storehouses,  mills,  &c.,  for  ten  years,  when  they  will  not  only  have  become 
self-BOBtaining,  but  will  be  the  happiest  and  the  moat  delightfully  located  pueblo 
of  Indians  in  New  Hexico,  perhaps  in  the  United  States. 

Legislation  to  this  end  should  be  had  at  once.  There  should  not  be  a  week't^ 
delay.  Now,  until  laws  be  passed  giantiog  this  annuity,  tonubodj/  has  got  to 
feed  and  clothe  these  Indiana.  From  what  I  have  observed,  the  Indian  de- 
partment, as  represented  in  thia  conntry,  id  slow  to  move  in  any  matter  looking 
toward  the  peacefiil  settlement  of  the  Indians,  thus  freeing  the  country  forever 
from  their  hostilities.  There  is  no  saperintendent  here;  no  goods  or  money 
belonging  to  the  superintendency,  as  I  am  informed;  and  no  agent  to  take  care 
of  and.  direct  this  interesting  tribe.  I  have  had  eight  ploughs  made,  and  am 
gathering  up  seed,  opening  acequias,  and  endeavoring  to  do  all  that  I  can  pos- 
aiblydo  to  get  in  a  crop  for  them  this  year.  I  wrote  to  the  superintendent,  now 
in  Washington,  to  send  out  by  express  even  two  "breaking  np"  ploughs;  bat 
he  has  not  even  answered  my  letter.  The  chief  quartermaster  has  also  bongfai 
blankets,  manta,  and  kettles,  hoes,  axes,  &c.,  Jkc.  to  help  give  them  a  etait 
vntil  yon  in  Washington  can  come  to  their  relief. 

The  troops  have  toiled  hard  to  overcome  this  fonnidable  tribe,  and  doabtkM 
the  operations  against  them  will  be  entirely  closed  by  the  end  of  nest  Uay.  Ii 
is  a  little  hard  that  the  Indian  department  does  not  stand  ready  to  receive  and 
provide  for  the  captives,  so  that  our  attention  and  energies  may  be  tamed  to 
other  portions  of  the  department,  where  other  bands  of  Apaches  are  killing  and 
robbing  the  people  with  seeming  impnnity.  These  Indians  are  upon  my  hand*. 
They  most  be  uodied  and  fed  unm  they  can  clothe  and  feed  themselTcs.     t 
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will  not  turn  Uiem  loose  again  to  war  upon  the  people,  and  cannot  see  them 
perish  either  from  nakedness  or  hunger. 

I  am,  general,  very  reepectftiUj,  your  obedient  serrant, 

JAMES  H.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
Official: 

CYRUS  H.  DE  rORRE9T, 
Ai4U-de-Camp- 
Brigadier  Gteneral  Lobbnzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army,  Wathingttm,  D.  C. 


No.  6. 

Hbadquarters  Department  op  New  Mexico, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  March  11,  1864. 

Major  :  I  have  heard  that  over  five  thonsand  of  the  Navnjoes  have  Bar- 
rendered,  and,  within  a  few  days,  you  will  have  over  two  thousand  of  this 
tribe  ;  the  other  three  thonsand  are  anont  leaving  Fort  Canby. 

The  qnepition  about  sufficient  food  for  them  to  support  life,  is  one  about  which, 
OS  yoo  may  well  suppoee,  I  am  very  anxious.  In  conversing  with  Colonel 
Carson,  Governor  Connelly,  and  Major  McFerran  on  this  point,  I  find  it  is  their 
opinion  that  one  pound  of  flour,  or  of  meal,  or  of  meat,  per  day,  to  each  man, 
woman  and  child,  if  cooked  as  atole  or  porridge,  or  into  soup,  could  be  made  to 
be  enough,  and  is  probably  of  more  nutriment  per  day  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  obtain. 

Counting  big  and  little,  it  is  believed  that  this  would  feed  them.  On  this 
basiB,  one  pound  of  food  per  day — that  is  to  say,  of  flour,  or  of  com,  or  of 
wheat,  or  of  meat,  made  into  soup  or  atol6 — I  can  barely  see  how  they  can  he 
supported  until  we  get  provisiosB  from  the  States,  or  their  com  becomes  ripe 
enough  to  pluck.  The  other  day  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  wuuld  not  be  well 
for  you  to  sow  much  wheat ;  but  I  am  told  the  wheat  crop  will  mature  much 
sooner  than  com,  and  therefore  snbmit  the  question  entirely  to  your  judgment 
as  to  how  much  of  each  you  will  plant.  You  will  at  once  commence  the  sys- 
tem of  issuing  the  pound.  The  Indians  themselves  must  be  informed  of  the 
necessity  of  the  i-eetriction.  Unless  this  plan  be  adopted,  and  at  once,  ultimate 
euffcriug  must  enxue.  Soup  and  atol^  are  the  most  nntritioaa,  and  the  best 
way  in  which  the  food  should  be  prepared,  to  go  a  long  way  and  at  the  same 
time  be  wholesome. 

I  am  told  the  Xavajoes  never  ploagh.  I  am  told  that  com  can  be  planted  (so 
the  ground  be  prepared  for  irrigation)  in  hilts,  and  that  if  afterwards  the  inter- 
mediate grass  be  cut  down,  and  the  turf  kept  loosened,  quite  a  good  crop  can 
be  raised  in  that  way.  I  have  more  anxiety  about  the  length  and  capacity  of 
your  acequia  than  a  little. 

If  yoa  only  have  water  enough,  yon  can  plant  wheat,  com,  beans,  English 
tnrnips,  in  this  order,  until  the  summer  be  far  advanced. 

The  Indian  villages  should  be  along  the  accqnia-and  each  family  or  band  have 
their  separate  lot,  so  that  all  could  he  spading  up  ground  and  getting  it  ready 
at  the  same  time.  Your  acequia  should  be  at  least  six  miles  in  length,  allowing 
that  your  land  to  be  cultivated  is  one  mile  in  width.  If  the  land  is  narrower, 
the  acequia  sbonld  be  longer.  If  you  can  get  in  six  sectione  of  crops,  you  can 
laugh  at  nest  winter.  Working  every  hand  every  hour  from  morning  nntil 
evening,  you  wilt  alt  be  surprised  at  what  you  will  accomplish. 

Having  sixty  of  the  143  cattle  reser^-ed  for  ploughing,  yon  will  mn  ten 
breaking-up  ploughs.     We  have  bad  eight  new  ones  made.     The  plongha  can 
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be  raa  in  open  ^oand  away  trom  meBqnite  roots,  and  the  Bpadinf;  done  m 
among  the  mesquite  roots.  I  only  make  these  hints  as  they  occur  to  me. 
Being  upon  the  ground,  yoa  will  be  the  best  jndge  of  how  best  to  employ  jom 
force.  The  troops  I  know  will  feel  like  lending  a  hand  in  so  important  a  woik. 
Again  I  recur  to  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  aceqnia.  With  nlentj  of  water 
and  tuck  a  soil,  I  am  sure  yoa  can  raise  a  year's  supply  of  bread  this  jev. 
What  an  achievement!  Pray  let  me  count  on  the  effort  of  every  soul  to  attain 
such  a  vital  point. 

I  will  have  two  storerooms  and  a  hospital  for  Indians  made  by  contract.  M 
as  not  to  interfere  with  building  the  post,  and  will  have  a  doctor  sent  especially 
for  Indians. 

I  am,  rn^or,  very  reepectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAME8  H.  CARLETON, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
Major  Henry  D.  Wallen,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  at  Fort  Sitmxa;  Keie  Mexico. 
Official: 

EEASTUS  W.  WOOD, 
Aide-de-Ciimp. 


No.  6. 

Dbpabthrnt  op  New  Hbiico, 
Amttant  Adjutant  GeneraPt  Qffice,  Santa  Fi,  New  Memco.Marvk  14, 18(4 
Special  Orders,  t 
No.  8.  i 

[Gxttact] 
I,  Colonel  James  L.  GoUtna,  late  the  sunerintendent  of  Indian  affiiira  for  New 
Uoxico,  will  proceed  from  Santa  Fti  to  Washington  city,  D.  C,  aa  bearer  of 
important  despatches  to  the  War  Department,  having  reference  to  the  immediate 
support,  settlement,  and  proapective  care  and  muntenanceof  the  more  than  fii^ 
thousand  Navajo  Indian  prisoners  who  have  been  captured,  or  who  have  volno- 
tarily  surrendered  to  the  military  within  this  department,  within  the  last  fom 
months.     Colonel  Collins  will  receive  written  instmctiona  as  to   the  particoUt 
points  to  which  he  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  id  Waahiogton. 
with  regard  to  this  grave  matter,  now  become  so  vital  to  the  Indians,  and  filled 
with  snch  weighty  issues  to  the  people  of  the  Territory. 

The  chief  quartermaster  will  provide  Colonel  Collins  with  funds  for  the  oe- 
cessa^  transportation  of  himself  to  Washington  city  and  back  to  Santa  Fk. 
•  ••••••  ■■ 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Carleton. 

CYRUS  H.  DE  FORREST. 

Aidt-de-Camp. 
At|jabuit  General  of  the  Army,  WoMhingttm,  D.  C. 


No.  7. 

HBADaUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OP  NeW  HBXICO, 

Santa  Fe,  Kern  Mexico,  March  12,  1864. 
GbniraL:  Since  writing  to  you  on  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  Natijci 
Indians,  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  now  three  thonaand  ti  then 
meni  women,  and  children,  who  have  surrendered  at  Fort  Cauby.  and  are  abooi 
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atarting  for  the  Boaqne  Redondo.  Theaei  with  those  now  at  that'  place,  and 
at  route  thither,  will  make  five  thousand  five  hnndred,  witfaont  mclnding  the 
captive  Meecalero  Apaches.  There  will,  doubtleea,  be  more  Navajoes  come  in  to 
Fort  Canby — what  are  known  as  the  rieot  of  the  tribe;  men  who  have  atock, 
and  will,  donbtlesB,  be  able  to  Bubaist  themeelves  npon  that  stock  nntil  we  are 
better  prepared  to  take  care  of  them.  Colonel  Canon  has  been  instrnct«d  to 
iend  in  the  poor  and  deetitate  firet.  The  ricot  will  come  in  afterwards.  Among 
the  poor  are  ncarlr  or  quite  all  the  ladronn  and  mnrderere,  bo  that  we  have 
already  in  onr  bande  the  bad  men  of  the  tribe.  An  exact  ceneaa  will  be  taken 
of  the  ricot,  and  a  statement  made  of  the  probable  amount  of  their  stock,  which 
has  hitherto  been  greatly  exaggerated,  in  my  opinion.  When  this  is  done. 
Colonel  Carson  will  himself  come  in  from  the  NM'ajo  country,  and  go  down  to 
the  Bosqne  Redondo  to  give  the  Indians  the  counsel  they  so  mnch'need  jnst  at 
this  time,  as  to  how  to  start  their  farms  and  to  comtnence  their  new  mode  of 
life.  Ton  have,  fVom  time  to  time,  bean  informed  of  every  step  which  I  have 
taken  with  reference  to  operations  against  Indians  m  this  country.  I  multi- 
plied, as  much  as  possible,  the  points  of  contact  between  our  troops  and  them- 
selves; and  although  no  great  battle  has  been  fought,  still,  the  persistent  efforts 
of  small  parties  acting  simultaneously  over  a  large  extent  of  country  has  de- 
stroyed a  great  many,  and  harassed  the  survivors  tmtil  they  have  become 
thoroughly  snbdued.  Now,  when  they  have  surrendered  and  are  at  our  mercy, 
they  mast  be  taken  care  of;  must  be  fed,  clothed,  and  instructed.  Thie  admits 
neither  of  diecnsaion  nor  delay.  Theee  six  thousand  months  must  cat,  and 
these  six  thousand  bodies  must  be  clothed.  When  it  is  considered  what  a 
magnificent  pastoral  and  mineral  country  they  have  Borrendered  to  ns — a  conn- 
trv  whose  value  can  hardly  be  estimated — the  mere  pittance,  in  comparison, 
which  must  at  once  be  given  to  support  them,  sinks  into  insignificance,  as  a 
price  for  their  natural  heritage.  They  mtul  have  two  millions  of  pounds  of 
Dreadstn£&  sent  from  the  States.  This  can  he  done  by  instalments;  the  first 
instalment  to  be  started  at  once — say  five  hundred  thousand  pouuds  of  fiour  and 
com  in  equal  parts.  Thenextinstalmenttoreach  the  Bosqne  Redondo  in  August 
next;  and  ail  to  be  delivered  by  the  middle  of  next  November.  This  amount 
will  last  them,  with  what  we  can  buy  here,  until  the  crop  comes  off  in  1865; 
when  from  that  time  forward,  so  far  as  food  may  go,  they  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  self-BUstaining. 

Add  to  these  Dreadstufiit  four  thousand  head  of  cattle,  to  come  by  instalments 
of  SOO  each;  the  first  to  reach  the  Bosque  Redondo  by  the  fint  of  next  July, 
and  all  to  be  there  by  the  middle  of  November.  Salt  can  be  bought  here,  but 
you  cannot  buy  the  breadstufis  or  the  meat.  TAey  are  not  in  the  country,  and 
consequently  cannot  he  got  at  any  price.  In  view  of  the  contingencies  of 
delays,  accidents,  kc,  I  have  put  all  the  troops  on  half-rations,  and,  at  most 
of  the  posts,  ordered  that  no  grain  be  issued  to  cavalry  horses.  Tketetix  tho*- 
»and  people  mutl  be  Jed  nntil  you  can  get  us  relieved  by  sending  supplies,  as 
above  named,  from  llie  States.  This  matter  being  of  paramount  importance,  is 
alluded  to  here  aB  the  _firtt  which  will  claim  your  attention,  or  rather  your  ac- 
Ii(?>i,  for  the  matter  is  imperative~-is  self-evident;  it  needs  no  deliberation,  as  you 
will  see,  and  admilt  of  no  delay. 

Next  comes  the  wherewithiJ  to  clothe  these  poor  womea  and  these  little    . 
children.     Yon  will  find,  in  a  duplicate  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  to  yon  on 
the  6th  of  March,  and  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  a  list  of  such  articles  as  are 
absolntely  needed  nom. 

Then  come  agricultural  implements,  which  must  be  here  to  insure  the  crops. 
Then  the  tools,  cooking  utensils,  ice,  Sec,  lists  of  which  you  will  fiud  enveloped 
with  this  letter. 

H.  Ex.  Doc.  70 2  „  , 
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beff  ti  , 

ment  of  the  Navajoee  upon  the  reserTation.  The  amount  of  ability,  and  biui- 
nesB  habite,  and  t«ct  necesaaiy  in  one  who  shonld  be  selected  to  dhect  thew 
people  in  their  work,  and  in  the  Bfstematic  employment  of  their  Beaaona  of  Ubor; 
in  one  having  forecast  to  see  their  coming  wanta  and  neceasitiea,  and  himg  re- 
Bonrces  of  practical  sense  to  provide  for  those  wanta  and  neceflsitiee;  in  one  vIm 
wonld  have  the  expendiog  of  the  funds  which  most  be  appropriated  for  tbeii 
snpport,  cannot  be  commanded  for  the  salary  of  Sl,dOO  per  anaum  given  to  m 
Indian  agent.  l*he  law  to  be  framed,  granting  an  annuity  to  the  tribe,  shonid  tlm 
provide  for  a  ivpermior,  with  a  salary  of,  at  least,  thre«  thonaand  dolUn  a  year. 
and  an  attittant  tuptroitar  with  a  salary  eqaal  to  that  of  Indian  agent.  Tfae«e 
men  should  be  selected  with  great  care.  The  oMutant  ntpervitor  should  bt 
apt  at  acconnta;  practical  as  a  man  of  hoainess;  of  resources  as  a  farmer  and  u 
a  mechanic;  of  patience,  industiy,  and  temperance — one  whose  heart  wonld  be 
in  his  business,  and  who  would  himself  believe  that  his  tune  belonged  to  the 
government,  and  need  not  be  spent  mainly  in  "grinding  axes"  elsewhere,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States. 

The  superintendent  need  have  and  should  have  no  further  control  than  nn- 
ply  to  credit  the  accounts. 

If  all  thit  bt  tet  forth  in  the  law,  so  far  as  salary  and  dntiea  go,  the  whole 
plan  will  go  into  successful  operation  at  once.  If  not  set  forth  in  the  law,  yon 
may  depend  upon  it,  general,  that,  what  with  changes  in  saperiDtendentB,  witb 
diverse  counsels,  and  diverse  interests,  and  lack  of  fixedneaa  of  purpose  and 
SYSTBM,  the  Indian*,  will  not  he  properly  cared Jbr;  and  in  rbom  of  becoming  ■ 
happy,  prosperous,  and  contented  people,  will  become  aad  and  desponding,  and 
will  soon  lapse  into  idle  and  intemperate  habita.  Yon  wish  them  to  become  t 
people  whom  alt  can  contemplate  with  pride  and  satisfaction,  as  protege*  of  the 
United  States;  a  people  who,  in  return  for  having  given  you  their  conntry, 
have  been  remembered  and  carfully  provided  for  by  a  powerful  Christian  nation 
like  ourselves.  £nt  unless  you  make,  in  the  law,  all  the  arrangemeats  here  coo- 
templated,  yon  will  find  this  interesting  and  intelligent  race  of  ludians  willfa^ 
diminiiih  in  numbers,  until,  within  a  few  years  only,  not  one  of  those  who  boasted 
in  the  proud  name  of  Navajo  will  be  left  to  upbraid  us  for  having  taken  ibeir 
birthright  and  then  left  them  to  perish. 

With  other  tribes  whose  lands  we  have  acquired,  ever  since  the  pilgriiw 
stepped  on  shore  at  Plymouth,  this  has  been  done  t«o  often.  For  pity's  take, 
if  not  moved  by  any  other  consideration,  let  na,  as  a  great  nation,  for  once  tnai 
the  Indian  as  be  deserves  to  be  Created.  It  is  due  to  ourselves,  as  well  u  lu 
them,  that  this  be  done. 

Having  this  purpose  in  view,  I  am  sure  the  law-makers  will  not  be  nngene- 
rous ;  nor  will  tbey  be  unmindful  of  nil  those  essential  points  which,  in  changio;: 
a  people  from  a  nomadic  to  an  agricultural  condition  of  life,  should  be  kepi  in 
view,  in  order  to  guard  them  against  imposition,  to  protect  them  in  their  ri^ht'. 
to  encourage  them  in  their  labors,  aud  to  provide  for  all  their  reasonable  wanu- 

The  exodus  of  this  whole  people,  from  the  land  of  their  fathers,  is  not  od; 
an  interesting,  but  a  touching  sight.  They  have  fought  us  gallantly  for  y<v^ 
on  years.  They  have  defended  their  mountains  and  their  stupendous  oMeu 
witn  a  heroism  which  any  people  might  be  proud  to  emulate.  Dut,  when  U 
length  they  found  it  was  their  destiny,  too,  as  it  had  been  that  of  their  biethim- 
tribe  after  tribe,  away  back  towards  the  rising  of  the  sun,  to  give  way  to  the 
insatiable  progress  of  our  race,  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and,  as  brave  men, 
entitled  to  our  admiration  and  respect,  have  come  to  ua  with  con&deuce  in  ou 
magnanimity,  aud  feeling  that  we  are  too  powerful  and  too  just  a  people  t 
repay  that  confidence  with  meanncsa  or  neglect;  feeling  that,  for  having  tia^ 
ficed  to  us  their  beautiful  country,  their  homes,  the  association  of  their  UTe&  <bt 
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sceiies  rendered  clusic  in  their  traditions,  we  will  not  dole  ont  to  them  a  miser's 
pittance  in  ntnmjbr  what  iAey  know  to  he,  and  what  we  know  to  be,  a  princely 
realm. 

lliiB  ie  a  matter  nf  sach  vital  importance,  that  I  cannot  intrust  it  to  the 
accidents  of  a  mail,  but  transmit  this  letter  and  its  accompanying  papers  by  a 
apecial  messenger— Colonel  James  L.  Collins,  late  superintendent  of  Indiaa 
atfoiie — who  can  be  consulted  with  profit,  not  only  hj  the  War  and  Interior 
Departments,  but  by  the  proper  committees  in  Congress,  whose  attention  will 
have  to  be  called  at  once  to  the  subject. 

The  War  Departmeoti  general,  has  performed  its  whole  duty  iu  having 
brought  these  Indians  into  subjection ;  and  now,  in  my  opinion,  stands  ready  to 
transfer  them  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  Other  tribes  along  the  Gila 
and  in  Arizona  are  murdering  onr  people  and  committing  robberies  almost  every 
week.  We  certainly  should  not  do  embarrassed  with  the  care  of  Indians  no 
longer  hostile.  So  that  it  follows  that  laws  should  be  at  once  passed  to  provide 
for  them,  and  the  proper  officers  be  sent  ont  immediately  to  receive  them.  We 
certainly,  as  soldiers,  have  come  to  that  point  where  our  services  cannot  pro- 
perly be  required  any  longer  with  anything  which  concerns  the  Navajocs,  onJess 
it  he  to  station  a  gnard  in  their  midst  for  the  preservation  of  order,  and  to  pro- 
tect them  for  a  while  from  the  nomads  of  the  plains. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAME8  H.  CARLETON, 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjiuant  General  U.  S.  Army,  Wathington,  D.  C. 

Offidal  copy.  C.  T.  CHKISTENSON, 

Major,  A.  A.  0 
War  Dbparthbnt,  April  6,  1864. 
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INDIAN  AGENT  AT  GKEEN  BAT. 

LETTER 

PROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


An  inereaie  t^  the  galary  of  lAt  Btdian  Mfcni  ai  &ecft  Boif,  Wi*a)*n*. 
April  19,  1864. — Befeired  to  the  Committee  of  Way*  Kod  Menus  and  ordpred  lo  be  priotei 


Department  of  the  Intbrior, 

Wiuhington,  D.  C,  AprU  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  cotnmani cation  from 
the  GommisBioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  27th  Feornary  last,  repreeenting  the 
jnstice  iarolred  in  the  recommendation  for  an  increase  of  the  aolary  of  the  United 
States  agent  for  the  Indiana  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconain,  from 
tl.OOO  per  annum  to  SI, 500,  which  is  the  rate  of  compenaation  received  by  tnoBt 
other  agents. 

The  duties  of  this  agent  have  been  increased  since  the  agenCy  has  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  northern  superin tendency,  and  I  concur  with  the  Gommiasioner 
that  hia  aalary  ehouid  be  increased  as  recommended  by  that  officer,  and  that  the 
requisite  appropriation  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

I  am.  air,  your  obedient  servant,  

J.  P.  USHER.  Secretary. 
Hon.  Hannibal  Hamlin, 

Pretidmt  of  tie  Senate. 


Dbpabtmbnt  of  the  Interior, 
O^e  of  Indian  Affair;  February  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  M..  M.  Davis, 
esq..  United  States  agent  for  the  Indiana  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  Wiscon- 
sin, while  charged  with  duties  as  onerous  and  responsible  as  those  of  other 
agentji,  the  most  of  whom  receive  a  componsation  of  SI, 500  per  annum,  is  re- 
ceiving a  salary  of  but  SI, 000  for  his  aervicee. 

The  history  of  the  inequality  in  the  compensation  of  Agent  Davis,  compared 
with  that  of  others,  arises  from  the  fact  that  during  the  iucumbency  of  the  agents 
having  charge  of  the  Indians,  uow  within  the  Green  Bay  agency,  previous  to 
that  of  A.  D.  Bonesteel,  esq.,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  Mr.  Davis,  those  In* 
dians  were  under  the  control  of  the  northern  snperintcndency,  and  since  then 
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thejr  have  been  separated  therefrom  and  now  fonn  an  independent  agency,  im- 
poeing  upon  the  agent  in  charge  all  the  duties  formerly  performed  by  the  snper- 
intendent  pertaining  to  those  Indians,  the  present  salary  of  tl,000  being  fixed 
at  the  time  the  duties  of  the  office  were  comparatively  light. 

As  evidence  of  the  responsibility  and  the  large  amonnt  of  funds  reqnired  by 
the  Indians  under  the  care  of  Agent  Davis,  (the  Oneidaa,  Uenomonees,  Stock- 
bridges,  and  Mnnsees,  situated  on  difierent  reservations,)  he  is  placed  under  a 
bond,  the  penalty  of  which  ia  in  the  sum  of  S50,000,  an  amonnt  largely  dtct 
the  security  given  by  most  of  the  other  agents. 

With  the  foregoing  facts  before  me,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  saiaiy  of 
Agent  Davia  should  be  incresBcd  to  $1,500  per  annum;  therefore  I  would  re- 
Bpectfnlly  suggest  that  you  will  lay  the  facts,  as  detailed,  before  the  proper  com- 
mittee in  Congiess,  in  order  that  it  may  deliberate  upon  and  act  in  the  premises 
with  a  view  of  giving  the  agent  relief,  by  increasing  Lis  salary  and  making  an 
appropriation  out  of  which  to  pay  such  increase. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  DOLE,  Commistiontr. 

Hon.  J.  P.  UsHBR, 

Secretary  of  the  hUerior. 
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APPEOPEIATION  I'OE  THE  8I0UX  AMD  WINNEBAGO  INDIANS. 


LETTER  i^W- 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

RECOHHEMDnO 

An  appropriation  for  tht  Sionx  and  Winnebago  Ltdiant  of  the  XJpper  Mi*- 
tottri,  removed  Jrotn  the  Stale  of  Mitionri. 


Apbii.14,  IW4. — Referred  to  tbe  Cominittee  ofWaya  knil  Heaoa  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Dbpartmsnt  of  thb  Intbkiob, 

Wathington,  D.  C,  April  12,  1864. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  tranamit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  commanication,  dated 
the  30th  ultimo,  from  the  CommiEsioDer  of  Indian  Affairs,  enclosing  copiea  of 
eBtimates  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  northern  Buperintend- 
eiicjr,  of  the  amounts  which  will  be  required  to  defray  liabilities  incurred  for 
the  dubsiatence  of  the  Sioux  and  Winaebagoes  removed  from  Minnesota  to 
Dacotah  up  to  let  of  May  proximo,  to  subsist  them  from  that  date  to  the  end 
nf  tliu  current  fifcal  year,  and  to  provide  for  them  duriug  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  3U,  11)65,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the  appropriations  be  made  aa 

OHtiuilLtcd. 

I  am,  t>ir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  U8HEE, 
Secretary  of  the  LUerior, 

Hon.  SCHtiVLKB  OOLPAX, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repretmtatire*. 


WASlilNaTOK,  March  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  On  the  14th  instant  I  sent  you  an  estimate  of  the  flinds  required  to  pay 
the  iiideblednei^a  and  to  subsist  the  Sioux  and  Winnebago  Indians  until  the  Ist 
day  «f  July  next.  I  now  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  ihe  necessities  of  those 
tivo  tribt^B  after  tbi'  1st  of  July  or  during  the  next  fiscal  year.  There  is  a  large 
quHiitiiy  of  lanil  tiriikrn  for  them,  which  will  require  to  be  cross-ploughed, 
l)lauted,  and  feiici-d.      rheir  buildings  are  not  yet  completed ;  and,  in  order  to 
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fairly  ettsbliab  tfa«m  in  tbeir  new  faonea,  and  pat  them  in  porition  to  nuM  Utar 
own  Bubsistence,  and  be  benefited  by  the  expenditures  already  made  on  tbeir 
reservation,  it  will  require  a  furtber  sum  of  money,  whicb  it  as  followB,  to  wit : 
For  the  Sionz  and  Winnebagoes  jointly : 

For  logs  already  under  contract 96,  300 

For  running  the  mills 5.  000 

For  tl^e  Winnebagoes : 

For  agricultural  purpoBee,  (ploughing,  planting  seed,  and  fencing) $8,  000 

For  mechanical  pnrpoBee,  [iron,  naile,  gla»B,  tools,  and  mateiiais  for 

fencing  and  building) 6, 000 

For  eubsietence  during  the  year,  beaideB  what  tbey  will  probably  ruse 

tbemeelvea 45,  000 

For  tbe  Sioux : 

For  agricaltural  purposes t7, 000 

For  mechanical  pnrpoBee 5,  000 

For  Bubeistence 25,000 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CLARK  W.  TH0MP80K, 

Superintaident  of  Indian  JJfairt. 
Hon.  William  P.  Dolb, 

Commiinoner  of  Indian  AffairM,  WathingUm,  D.  C. 


WAaHlNQTON,  D.  C,  March  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  Under  your  instractious  iif  Sepl«mber  28,  1863,  I  have  had  delirei^d. 
and  being  delivered,  at  their  agency,  proviBions  for  tbe  Sionx  and  Winnebago 
Indians  f  .>r  tbeir  BubsiBtcnce  until  the  first  day  of  Hay  next.  These  provisions 
were,  nnder  your  inBtructions,  purchased  partly  on  credit.  The  time  has  fi 
pired  in  which  they  were  to  be  paid  for,  and  I  have  not  received  the  balance  of 
the  estimate,  953,763  40,  which  amount  is  required  to  meet  my  engagements. 
I  wish  reapectMly  to  call  your  attention  Co  this  Bubject,  and  ask  that  a  re^ni- 
aition  may  be  drawn  in  my  favor  for  that  amount. 

In  this  connexion,  I  would  further  Btate  that  there  is  no  provision  made  for 
Bubsieting  thoBe  Indians  for  the  months  of  May  and  June,  (the  balance  of  the 
fiscal  year.)  This  must  be  provided,  to  avoid  anticipating  the  regular  ^pn>- 
priations.  I  estimate  as  follows,  to  wit:  3,800  Indians,  sixty-one  days,  ai 
fifteen  cents  each  per  day,  829,280. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CLABK  W.  THOMPSON, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affair*. 
Hon.  William  P.  Dole, 

Committioner  of  Indian  ^airt,  Watkington,  D.  C. 


DBPAKTMR^T   OF   THB    InTBBIOB, 

q^e  Indian  Affair*.  March  30,  1864. 
Sib  :    I  enclose   herewith    copies  of  two   communications  from   Clark  W. 
TbompBon.  esq.,  saperintendent  of  Indian  afiairs   fnr   the   northern  saperiD- 
tendency,  dated,  respectively,  14tb  and  25th  instant,  and  submitting  e«tiraal«f 
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nf  the  amoaata  which  will  be  required  to  defray  liabilities  incurred  for  the  sub 
Bisteoce  of  the  Sionx  and  Wiunebagoes  removed  from  MinQCBOta  to  Uacotah 
op  to  the  lat  of  iiay  proximo,  to  sabsiHt  them  from  that  date  to  the  end  ot 
tne  corrent  fiscal  year,  and  to  provide  for  them  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jaue  30,  1865.  At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  requiring  these  Indians 
to  be  removed,  it  was  doubtless  anticipated  by  Congress  that  the  sale  of  their 
landa  would  provide  means  from  which  their  wants  and  necessities  could  be  sup- 
plied ;  but  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Sioax,  the  General  Land  Office  has  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  attempt  the  sur- 
vey of  their  former  reserves,  imd  there  has  consequently  been  nothing  realiaed 
from  this  source.  The  lands  of  the  Winnebago  diminished  reserve  are  also 
anaold. 

The  unparalleled  drought  which  prevailed  throughout  the  northwest,,  and  es- 
pecially in  Dacotah,  cut  off  the  Indians  from  such  supplies  as  are  usually 
obtained  from  their  agricultural  efforts.  They  have  been  deprived  of  arms,  and 
consequently  cannot  go  upon  the  hunt ;  and  from  these  two  causes  it  has  re- 
suited  that  the  expense  of  their  subsistence  has  greatly  exceeded  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  required. 

Whatever  expense  may  be  incurred  can,  however,  ultimately  be  reimbursed 
to  the  United  States  irom  the  sources  already  indicated;  but  before  these 
soarces  can  be  made  available,  there  must  of  necessity  be  made  provision  for 
supplying  their  urgent  necessities  ;  otherwise  great  eimering  will  occur  among 
them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  respectfully  submit  the  enclosed  estimates,  and 
request  that  you  will  lay  the  same  before  Congress,  and  ask  that  body  to  make 
the  appropriations  as  estimated  ;  those  designed  for  the  Sioux  to  be  retunded  to 
the  treasury  from  the  proceeds  of  their  forfeited  lands,  and  those  designed  for 
the  Winnebagoes  to  be  taken  from  the  general  funds  of  the  tribe,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  government,  to  be  replaced  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
their  diminished  reserve. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P   DOLE,    " 

Hon.  J.  P.  UsKBB, 

Secretary  of  tie  Interior. 
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SSth  GoNonRSS,  I      H01T8E  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES.     /  Ex.  Doc. 
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APPEOPRIATION   AND   AGENT  FOR  KIOWAY,   APACHE,  AND 
COMANCHE  INDIANS. 


LETTER 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


Tie  appointment  of  an  Indian  agent  Jbr  the  Kioway,  Apache,  and  Comanche 
Indiani,  and  an  appropriation  Jbr  the  tante. 


Apbie,  19,  1BE4  — Etero-red  lo  tbe  C(ini<iiitt«e ot  Wsya and  U. aus sod  oritcred  tube  printed. 


DbPARTMBNTOP  TUB  Intbbior, 

Wtukinglon,  D.  C.  AprU  18,  1864. 
SrR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  endow  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated 
the  12  th  instant,  from  the  CommiBBioner  of  Indian  Ai^ra,  representing  the  ne- 
ceasity  that  exists  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the  Kioway,  Apache,  and 
Comanche  Indians. 

Concurring  with  the  Commissioner  in  the  views  he  expresses  in  relation  to< 
the  matter,  I  commend  the  aabject  to  the  favorable  conaiaeration  of  Congress, 
with  the  recommendation  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  an  agent  for  the 
Indians  referred  to,  at  a  salaiy  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annnm. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

J.  P.  USHER.  Secretary. 
Hon.  Hannibal  Hamlin, 

Preiident  of  the  Senate. 


Depabtmbnt  of  the  Intbriob, 
O^e  ofhtdian  Affairt,  Apnl  13.  1861. 
Sib  :  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  having  an  agent  with- 
the  Kioway,  Apache,  and  Comanche  Indians.  Tbeso  Indiana  are  now  nnder 
the  charge  of  Agent  CoUey,  who  is  located  at  the  Arapahoe  and  Cheyenne  re- 
serve, between  two  and  three  hnndred  miles  from  the  hannts  of  the  roving 
Kioways,  Apaches,  and  Gomanches.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  Agent 
Colley  can  give  his  personal  attention  to  these  Indians  farther  tlua  to  di^ 


2  APPOUTMENT    OF   INDIAN    AOEMT. 

tribute  to  them,  once  or  twicv  a  year,  the  few  presents  fumlslied  them  by  the 
gOTemment.  They  are  a  wild,  untractnble  people,  and  rang«  from  Teiu  far 
ap  into  the  buffalo  range  in  western  Kansas,  mnch  of  the  time  encamping  od 
the  route  to  Fort  Lyon  and  Santa  Fe,  begging  and  stealing  a  snbsiiitence. 
There  is  another  reason  why  I  am  anxiong  to  have  an  agent  whose  special  dnty 
'Shall  be  to  look  after  these  people,  viz :  By  the  late  removal  of  the  Navajo 
Indians  of  New  Mexico  from  the  western  to  the  eastern  portion  of  that  Terri- 
tory they  are  brought  within  the  range  of  the  migrations  of  those  triheii,  and  it 
T»ill  require  care  to  avoid  a  war  between  tiiem  tbat  might,  and  probably  wonld, 
resnlt  very  unfavorably  to  the  white  people,  and  would  at  least  waste  the  rob- 
«tance  and  seriously  annoy  the  Navajos  at  their  new  home,  rendering  tbem 
dissatisfied,  and  possibly  opeoiog  tip  again  the  war  between  them  and  oar  people. 
I  hope  you  will  agree  with  mo,  and  ask  an  appropriation  for  an  agent  for 
theae  people,  at  a  salarv  of  tl,500  per  annum. 

Very  reBpeetfolIr,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM,  P.  DOLE,  Com, 
■  Hon.  J.  P.  UsHBR, 

Stcrelary  of  the  Interior. 
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